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Acerca de este libro 


Esta es una copia digital de un libro que, durante generaciones, se ha conservado en las estanterías de una biblioteca, hasta que Google ha decidido 
escanearlo como parte de un proyecto que pretende que sea posible descubrir en línea libros de todo el mundo. 


Ha sobrevivido tantos años como para que los derechos de autor hayan expirado y el libro pase a ser de dominio público. El que un libro sea de 
dominio püblico significa que nunca ha estado protegido por derechos de autor, o bien que el período legal de estos derechos ya ha expirado. Es 
posible que una misma obra sea de dominio público en unos países y, sin embargo, no lo sea en otros. Los libros de dominio público son nuestras 
puertas hacia el pasado, suponen un patrimonio histórico, cultural y de conocimientos que, a menudo, resulta difícil de descubrir. 


Todas las anotaciones, marcas y otras señales en los márgenes que estén presentes en el volumen original aparecerán también en este archivo como 
testimonio del largo viaje que el libro ha recorrido desde el editor hasta la biblioteca y, finalmente, hasta usted. 


Normas de uso 


Google se enorgullece de poder colaborar con distintas bibliotecas para digitalizar los materiales de dominio püblico a fin de hacerlos accesibles 
a todo el mundo. Los libros de dominio püblico son patrimonio de todos, nosotros somos sus humildes guardianes. No obstante, se trata de un 
trabajo caro. Por este motivo, y para poder ofrecer este recurso, hemos tomado medidas para evitar que se produzca un abuso por parte de terceros 
con fines comerciales, y hemos incluido restricciones técnicas sobre las solicitudes automatizadas. 


Asimismo, le pedimos que: 


+ Haga un uso exclusivamente no comercial de estos archivos Hemos diseñado la Búsqueda de libros de Google para el uso de particulares; 
como tal, le pedimos que utilice estos archivos con fines personales, y no comerciales. 


+ No envíe solicitudes automatizadas Por favor, no envíe solicitudes automatizadas de ningün tipo al sistema de Google. Si está llevando a 
cabo una investigación sobre traducción automática, reconocimiento óptico de caracteres u otros campos para los que resulte util disfrutar 
de acceso a una gran cantidad de texto, por favor, envíenos un mensaje. Fomentamos el uso de materiales de dominio püblico con estos 
propósitos y seguro que podremos ayudarle. 


+ Conserve la atribución La filigrana de Google que verá en todos los archivos es fundamental para informar a los usuarios sobre este proyecto 
y ayudarles a encontrar materiales adicionales en la Büsqueda de libros de Google. Por favor, no la elimine. 


+ Manténgase siempre dentro de la legalidad Sea cual sea el uso que haga de estos materiales, recuerde que es responsable de asegurarse de 
que todo lo que hace es legal. No dé por sentado que, por el hecho de que una obra se considere de dominio püblico para los usuarios de 
los Estados Unidos, lo será también para los usuarios de otros países. La legislación sobre derechos de autor varía de un país a otro, y no 
podemos facilitar información sobre si está permitido un uso específico de algün libro. Por favor, no suponga que la aparición de un libro en 
nuestro programa significa que se puede utilizar de igual manera en todo el mundo. La responsabilidad ante la infracción de los derechos de 
autor puede ser muy grave. 


Acerca de la Búsqueda de libros de Google 


El objetivo de Google consiste en organizar información procedente de todo el mundo y hacerla accesible y útil de forma universal. El programa de 
Büsqueda de libros de Google ayuda a los lectores a descubrir los libros de todo el mundo a la vez que ayuda a autores y editores a llegar a nuevas 


audiencias. Podrá realizar búsquedas en el texto completo de este libro en la web, en la página|ht tp: //books.google.com 


This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized 
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the 
information in books and make it universally accessible. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


CLERKS AND OTHER PERSONS. 


LETTER. 
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 


His annual report of the clerks and other persons employed in that » 
e department during the year 1847. ‘ l 


Marcu 2, 1848. 


Laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, February 15, 1818. 


SIR: In compliance with the act of Congress of August 26, 1812, 
and a resolution of the House of Representatives of January 13, 
1846, I have the honor to transmit herewith a statement showing 
the names of clerks and other persons employed in this department 
during the year 1847, or any part thereof, with the time each person 
was actually employed, the sum paid each, and the residence of 
each at the time of his appointment. 

I-have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

i J. Y. MASON, 

Hon. Rosert C. Wisrnpop, | ; 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


CHICKASAW FUND. 


LETTER 


THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, 


His annual statement of credits and expenditures made on account 
of fund appropriated to carry into effect the treaties concluded by 
Chickasaw Indians on the 20th October, 1832, and 24th May, 1834. 


Marcu 2, 1848. 


Laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, February 17, 1848. 


Sir: In compliance with the provision of the third section of the 
act entitled“ An act to carry into effect the treaties concluded by 
the Chickasaw tribe of Indians on the 20th October, 1832, and the 
24th May, 1834,” I have the honor to transmit, herewrth, the an- 
nual statement of the respective funds for the year 1847. 


Ist. The balance in favor of the general fund on the 31st Decem- 
ber, 1846, as shown by the report (see House Document No. 94, 
29th Congress, 2d session,) submitted by this department, dated 
15th February, 1847, was lk)b“ . $39,545 67 


Credit during the past year, viz: 
Proceeds of land sales under treaty .... $41,989 46 
Interest on State stocks . 101,402 71 
Amount refunded...... .2............. 3,760 00 
i — 147,152 17 


186,697 84 
From which deduct disbursements for the yea^...... 168,416 65 


And the balance to the credit of the fund is....... .. 18,281 19 


2 Ex. Doc. No. 43. 


2d. The balance in favor of the Chickasaw orphan fund, A the 
same report, wan 5969 74 
Which has been increased by interest on stocks 94 89 


1,064 63 
From which deduct disbursements for the year ...... 218 51 


And the balance to the credit of the fund is...... TM 846 12 


3d. The fund for the incompetent Chickasaws had a balance to its 

credit, in the same report, ook. . wun $3,041 82 
Which has been increased by interest........... um 100 00 
Amount refundeal!llve AER seve 186 00 


Making the sum to its crediꝶZZU .... 3,327 82 


The investments for the benefit of the Chickasaw national fund 
have been increased the past year by the purchase, on the 18th Feb- 
ruary, 1847, of certificate No. 3, dated 7th April, 1847, of $75,000 
United States loan of 1846, bearing an annual interest of six per 
cent., payable semi- annually, and will amount to the yearly sum of 
$4,500. The interest commenced 18th February, 1847. 

An exhibit of sales of lands in the Chickasaw cegsion is here- 
with transmitted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant 
McCLINTOCK YOUNG, 
à Alcting Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. R. C. Winturor,: 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Ex. Doc. No. 43. 3 


Statement from January 1 to December 31, 1847, inclusive, carry- 
ing into effect Chickasaw. treaty of October 20, 1832, per act of 
April 20, 1836. | 


Da. Cn. | 
To Benjamin Ford........... $200 31 || By balance ..... eee ty Teer $39,545 67 
Isaac Albertson, et al..... 4,463 75 Appropriation............ 12,399 02 
William Devereux...... eut 448 00 De. J 6e 20,375 00 
Eliza Jane Campbell...... 377 13 Do keen VES 4,525 00 
Tabitha Ward............ 200 53 E> | Genre Ke 1,935 10 
of the Treasury..| 75,000 00 DO J— estote 3,805 37 
Wiliam Devereux......... 448 00 aa ees 1,530 00 
Pittman Colbert 1,000 00 Dr ee Serer ey 14,963 26 
William Devereux....... ¿° 454 00 FS.. 5,341 12 
J. C. McGuire. ........... 75 00 Bo! V "Ves Cd 8,000 00 
William Fischer.......... 35 RI Do dels ee weg awal - 205470, 00 
William F. Bayly......... 250 00 PPI 11,178 71 
William Devereux......... 448 00 Do «523 ve 8,202 61 
William Armstrong....... 1,260 00 EO EE EE 8,099 83 
Francis Marion Avent..... 200 26 Do E ER 1,919 15 
William Armstrong.......| 2,500 00 Do | adsceqésash 8,000 00 
William Devereux ........ 448 00 ||, William Armstrong 3,760 00 
Moore Moore 356 64 Appropriation ........... 7,879 00 
R. Farnbam........ (ek 17 42 Qo "ege ge — 4,868 00 
William Devereu 454 00 
EE usss... 448 00 
vL loe: 448 00 
8. M. Rutherford. ........ 70,930 30 
William Devereux......... 370 00 
Jerome C. Berryman...... 2,000 00 
S. M. Rutherford ......... 1,260 00 
C. Alexander 37 50. 
William Devereux ........ 365 00 
S. M. Rutherford ......... 3,000 00 
William Devereux ........ 365 00 
ae. 370 00 
A. M. M. Upshurr 186 00 
Balance 2.05 s... ..... 18,281 19 
186 ,697 84 186,697 84 


. F —- —— P ——— —————— . HK— ——— ———ẽ F. 
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Statement from January 1 to December 31, 1847, inclusive—Chick- 
asaw orphans—8th article of treaty of July 1, 1834. 


Dr. | Cr. 
To Secretary of War ........ $214 96 By balance 8969 74 
š Do T 3 55 Secretary of War........ 13 01 
Balance ................. 846 12 Do vip vsus 34 44 
- Do e. e@eeeseeaee ee 13 01 
e. Do (EEE EEE) 34 43 
1,064 63 1,064 63 


= —  - — —— ͤ ͤüw— — —— Ee ——  — 
— arusa) — —. s n. — — . . s — — . — — — — 


Statement from January 1 to December 31, 1847, iuclusive—incom- 
petent Indians—4th article Chickasaw treaty, act of April 20, 
1836. | 


zr. — , I t [tt s t_— — 


` Da. | : Cr. 
To balane „eee $3,327 82 || By balance ................. $3,041 82 
Secretary of War........ 100 00 
A. M. M. Upshur........ 186 00 
3,327 82 3,327 82 
E. E. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, January 10, 1848. 
DANIEL GRAHAM, Register. 


Exhibit of sales in the Chickasaw cession in the year 1847. 


Months Acres Amount 
e [4 

January .......................................... 18,560.72 $4,536 43 
Februar —————— ER 8,102.28 2,610 50 
Mareen 4,279. 10 1,483 03 
Apr! e ase —— EE 3,713.38 823 56 
Mag e i EE 51.741.23 12,879 90 
June ee EE 12,936.87 [ 1,878 87 
July ....... V ee oo „%%%%%„%„%„„%„„„ „ „6 5 378. 29 933 79 
August ..... ee 69e eee o... o. o... .. 6,103 05 1 267 46 
September.. 5 4.797.37 850 88 
October .................. EE „ 6.750. 14 1.366 30 
November e ad dais 8,711.02 1.656 59 
December W % ge Ss 6,995. 19 I 1.348 42 

133,123.64 31,074 73 


THIRTIETH CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION. 
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` =. ^V ur €. 


WERL 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


CLERKS AND OTHER PERSONS. 


| E aise 


THE SECRETARY or TIIE TREASURY, 


TRANSMITTING 


His annual statement of the clerks and other persons employed in 


that EES Ge the year 1847. 


Marcu 2, 1848. 


Referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the EE SE and ordered to be 


print 


TarABURY DEPARTMENT, 
| March 1, 1848. 


Sin: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, ‘the names of the 


clerks and other persqns employed in this department during the 
past year, with the time each person was actually employed, with 


the sums paid to each, in. the statement. marked A, together with 
the statements furnished by the heads of the several bureaus of 
this department, in compliance with the 11th section of the act of 


August 26, 1842, numbered from 1 to 12, inclusive. 
I remain; respectfully, your obedient servant, ` ` 
McCLINTOCK YOUNG, 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. R. C. WINTHROP, ü | 
Speaker of the House of Reps. 
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Ex. Doc. No. 44. | 3 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Comptroller!'s Office, February 22, 1848. 


fF Sin: I have the honor to report the enclosed list of the names 
of the clerks and other persons who have been employed in this 
office within the year 1847, and statement of the compensation that 
has been paid to them respectively for the time that each was actu- 
ally employed in said year, and in which statement the residence 
of each of them at the time of his appointment is affixed to his 
name. | 
Very respectfully, 
- J. W. McCULLOH, 


i Comptroller. 
Hon. R. J. WALKER, - 


Secretary of the Treasury. 
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X. Doc. No. 44. 5 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Second Comptroller’s Office, January 3, 1848. 


SIR: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a statement con- 
taining the names of the clerks and other persons employed in this 
office during the year 1847, together with the time that each was 
actually employed, and the sums paid to each. The several per- 
sons mentioned in this statement have been usefully occupied, nor 
can the number be lessened without detriment to the public ser- 
vice. On the contrary, the great augmentation of accounts, es- 
pecially of disbursing officers of the army, has recently made it my 
duty to apply for additional clerical force. Fhe business, devolved 
by law upon this office during the past year, has been as promptly 
despatched as a faithful revision would permit; and I am not aware 
that the public interest requires the removal of any individuals, and 
the appointment of others in their stead. 

I am, very respectfully, your ane Teri servant, 
ALBION K. PARRIS, 
Comptroller. 

Hon. R. J. WALKER, SS | 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Ex. Doc. No. 44. 7 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
First Auditor’s Office, February 24, 1848. 


Sin: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a statement exhibit- 
ing the names, compensation, and time employed, of the clerks and 
messenger in this office, during the year 1847; with such other par- 
E as are required by the llth section of the act of August 
26, 1849. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, l 

. WM. COLLINS, Auditor. 

McC. Younc, Esq., | 

Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Ex. Doc. No. 44. 9 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Second Auditor’s Office, February 23, 1848. 


Sig : I transmit, herewith, a statement of the clerks and other 
persons employed in this office during the year 1847, pursuant to 
the act of Congress approved August 26, 1842, and the resolution 
of the House of Representatives of January 13, 1846. 

By reference to my report to the Register of the Treasury, on 
the 30th day of September, 1847, you will perceive that, in my 

opinion, none of the clerks or other persons employed here can be 
dispensed with. I will add, that they have been usefully em- 
loyed. | | 
ab Very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
JNO. M. McCALLA, 
2d Auditor. 


~ 


McC. Youne, Esq., 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 
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12 E Ex. Doc. No. 44. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Third Auditor’s Office, January 3, 1848. 


Sir: I have the honor to enclose to you herewith a list contain- 
ing the names of the clerks and messengers employed in this office 
during the year 1817, exhibiting the amount paid to each, the time 
each was employed, and the State or district of their residence at 
the time of their appointment, prepared in pursuance of the llth 
section of the act of the 26th August, 1812, chapter 202, and reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives of the 13th January, 1846. 


I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PETER HAGNER, 


Auditor. 
Hon. RoBERT J. WALKER, 


Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Ex. Doc. No. 44. 15 


— TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Fourth Auditor’s Office, January 7, 1848. 


Sır: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a table showing the 
names of the clerks and messenger who have been employed in this 
office during the year 1847, or any part thereof, together with the 
time that each was employed, and the sums paid to each. "They 
have all been usefully employed, but I am of opinion that the ser- 
vices of two of them can be dispensed with after the close of the 
present fiscal year, and I have accordingly omitted them in the esti- 
mates which I had the honor to submit for the next fiscal year. 

I have the honor to be, very EE obedient servant, 

. O. DAYTON. 

Hon. R. J. WALKER, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Ex. Doc. No. 44. 17 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Fifth Auditor’s Office, January 1, 1848. 


Sir: To enable you to comply with the requisition contained in 
the 11th section of the act of Congress of the 26th of August, 1842, 
and resolution of the House of Representatives of the 13th of 
January, 1846, contained in the Journal of said House, page 241, 
I have the honor to enclose, herewith, two copies of the names of 
the clerks and other persons who were employed in this office du- 
ring the year 1847, together with their compensation, and the State 
or Territory of their residence at the time of their appointment; 
and to state that none of them can be dispensed with without in- 
jury to the public service. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient 
servant, 

S. PLEASONTON. 
Hon. R. J. WALKER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Ex. Doc. No. 44. 19 


AvupiTOR's Orrice For Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, 
February 29, 1848. 


‘Sir: In compliance with the provisions of the 11th section of 
the act of the 26th of August, 1842, entitled “ An act legalizing 
and making appropriations for such necessary cbjects as have been 
usually included in the general appropriation bills, without author- 


ity of law, and to fix and provide for certain incidental expenses 


of the department and offices of the government,“ &c., I have the 
honor to transmit, herewith, to be laid before Congress, a statement 
of the clerks and other persons (except the /aborers, who have been 
heretofore reported) employed in this office during the calendar 
year ending on the 3lst of December last; including the time each 
was so employed, and the amount of compensation paid to each, as 
required by said act; to which is added a column showing the 
State from which they were severally appointed, as required by 
the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 13th of Jan- 
uary, 1846. 

These clerks and other persons have, in my opinion, been use- 
fully employed during the period named; and I am satisfied that no 
part of the force can be dispensed with, consistently with the inter- 
ests of the government, as connected with this office. 

I am not prepared to express the opinion, that, of the clerks now 
in ofice, the removal of any, and the appointment of others in their 
stead, is required for the better despatch of the public business. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
P. G. WASHINGTON, 
Auditor. 
Hon. R. J. WALKER, > 
| Secretary, &c. 
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OFFICE or THE SoLICITOR OF THE TREASURY, 
February 21, 1848. 
"Sin: I have the honor to transmit a statement exhibiting the 
names, compensation, and time employed, of the clerks and other 
persons in this office, during the year 1847, with such other par- 


ticulars as are required by the 11th section of the act of August 26, 
1842. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


———— , Solicitor. 
Hon. R. J. WALKER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
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The clerks in this office, when on duty, have been usefully em- 
ployed, and the services of the number of clerks authorized by law 
in it cannot be dispensed with without detriment to the public ser- 
vice. The business of this office is principally of a character to ren- 
der an extensive and accurate knowledge of the law and legal pro- 
ceedings very essential on the part of most of the clerks; except one 
book-keeper, and two engrossing and copying clerks, all ought to be 
acquainted with the law, in order that they may fully understand the 
force and effect of the papers placed in their hands, and to aid in 
the transaction of the business to which they relate. A majority 
of the clerks in the Solicitor's office have no more knowledge of the 
law than ordinary citizens. It would greatly facilitate the public 
business if the places of some of them were supplied by good law- 
yers. The peculiar circumstances of each of the several clerks has 
prevented me from asking the removal of any, and the appointment 
of others, except by way of excbange with other offices. Up to 
this time I have seen no opportunity to make an exchange which 
would be just to all parties, and at the same time secure the ser- 
vices of competent, energetic, and sound lawyers. On another ac- 
count one change could be advantageously made. 

Your obedient servant, 
| R H. GILLETT, 
Solicitor. 
Hon. R. J. WALKER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. ` 
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GENERAL LAND Orrice, January 8, 1848. 


Sır: In compliance with the 11th section of the act of August 
26, 1842, “ legalizing certain appropriations,’ &c,I have the 
honor to submit herewith, a statement showing the names of the 
clerks and other persons who have been employed in this office 
during the past year; the time they were employed; the sums paid 
to each; and the places of their residence at the time of appoint- 
ment. . 

The clerks in this office have, with few exceptions, been usefully 
employed, and their various duties faithfully and efficiently per- 
fermed. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
JOHN ROBB, 
Commissioner, ad interim. 
McC. Youne, Esq., 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES OF THE POST OFFICE 
DEPARTMENT. ` | 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE POSTMASTER GENERAL, 


SUBMITTING | 


A report of the disbursing agent, exhibiting his receipts and ez- 
penditures during the calendar year, 1847. 


Marcu 2, 1848. 
Laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, February 18, 1848. 


Sin: I have the honor to submit, herewith, the report of the dis- 
bursing agent of this department, exhibiting a detailed statement of 
his receipts and payments during the calendar year, 1847, and 
the balance remaining in his hands at the close of the year. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., &c. 
C. JOHNSON, Postmaster General. 

Hon. R. C. WINTHROP, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Post Orrick DEPARTMENT, February 18, 1848. 


Sin: In obedience to the requirements of the 20th section of the 
act of Congress approved 26th August, 1842, I have the honor to 
submit the following report of my disbursements, as agent of the 
Post Office Department for the calendar year, 1847. 
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The unexpended balances of the several appropriations in my 
hands, on the Ist January, 1847, were as follows: 


For completing and furnishing the Gene- 
ral Post Office building,................. $63 25 
For the purchase of ground north of the 
same 1,617 52 
For publishing a table of post offices and 
the post office laws. 1,670 93 
_ 3 —————— 33, 351 70 


Deduct the balance then due the agent, on disburse- 
ments for the contingent expenses of the department,, 3,257 00 


Balance in the hands of the agent, Ist January, 1847, 94 70 
Add the amount drawn from the treasury during the 

year, for contingent expenses cece 9, 960 00 
Add for sales of waste paper. 178 05 


10, 232 75 


The payments out of the contingent fund, (as shown by exhibit 
A., herewith transmitted,) were as follows: 


For stationery, blank books and binding, 
and stationery)ʒjj „„ 15565 70 
For newspapers and periodicals .. 3 00 
For fuel and oil .... 2,148 86 
For miscellaneouss eese eere 2,007 26 


For printing. 248 06 
Forlabor,....... ...... .............. 1,628 00 
For day watch. 360 00 
For temporary clerks,................. 1,398 39 
i ` : . 9,359 27 
Payments out of the fund for complet- 
ing and furnishing the General Post Office 
building, per exhibit nz... 55 81 
9,415 08 
Balance in the agents hands on the 1st 
January, 1848. 817,67 


Of the appropriations for the contingent expenses of the depart- 
ment, and for the compensation of temporary clerks for the fiscal 
year, ending June 30th, 1848, there remained und-awn from the 
treasury on the 1st January lest, the aggregate sum of $7,260; viz: 


Ex. Doc. No. 45. 3 
For contingent expenses $4,260 00 
For compensation to temporary clerk sss cece 3,000 00 


$7,260 00 


bee | 


I am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. MARRON, Agent. 
Hon. Cave Jouyson, 
Postmaster General. 
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ww 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


ESTIMATES OF THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENTA. 


LETTER 
THE POSTMASTER GENERAL, 


Specific estimates of the sums of money expected to be required for 
the service of the Post Office Department during the fiscal year 
commencing July 1, 1848. 


Marcu 2, 1848. 


Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


Post OFFICE DEPARTMENT, February 17, 1848. 


SIR: In obedience to the second section of the act of Congress 
changing the organization of the Post Office Department, approved 
July 2, 1836, I have the honor to submit, herewith, “specific esti- 
mates of the sums of money expected to be required for the ser- 
d the department? during the fiscal year commencing July 1, 


For transportation of the mails. within the United States $2,540,700 
For transportation in the four steam ships, to be in ope- 
ration between New York and Bremen, according to 
the contract made originally with Edward Mills..... 400, 000 
or compensation to postmasters. enee eee . 1,0755000 
For ship, steamboat, and way letters ; 
For Wrapping paper sasite osast arsta arsts dae . 18,000 


For office furniture, (in the offices of postmasters)..... 3,000 
For adverüsing..s. «ee KEREN ox ERR us eoo % $0999 9 35,000 
For mail bags.......................... ............ 25,000 


For blanks.... e€999 9 0909099 oe 0 0000 eevee o % % % % „% „% „6% eee 48,000 ; 
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For mail locks, keys, and stam[pdz zz cece $5 00 
For mail depredations and special agents 12,00 
For clerks for offices, (in the offices of postmasters)... 230.000 
For Miscel lane EE 55,000 

$4,441,700 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
| C. JOHNSON, 
Postmaster General. 
Hon. RoserT C. WINTHROP, 
| Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


THIRTIETH CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


PASSENGERS ARRIVING IN THE UNITED STATES. 


LETTER : : 


FROM 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 


Statements of the number and designation of passengers arriving in 
the United States during the year ending September 30, 1847. 


Marcu 3, 1848. 
Laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


———— | 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, March 3, 1848. 


Sin: Agreeably to the act of Congress of March 2, 1819, regu- 
lating passenger ships and vessels, I have the honor to communi- 
cate herewith tabular statements showing the number and designa- 
tion of passengers who arrived in each collection district of the 
United States, during the year ending September 30, 1847, com- 
piled from the returns made to this department by the collectors, 
in conformity with the provisions of said act. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 

To the Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

F b 


STATEMENT 
OF THE! 
NOMBER AND DESIGNATION 
| ` | 
PASSENGERS ARRIVING IN THE UNITED STATES, 


On shipboard, during the year ending September 30, 1847. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


ROOM FOR THE ARRANGEMENT OF MODELS. 


LETTER 


FROM THE 


COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS, 


In answer to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
19th of January, 1848, in relation to the provision of room 1n the 
Patent Office building, for the arrangement of models in such a 
manner that the examiners may have that access to them which 
is necessary to a discharge of their duties. 


Marcu 13, 1848. 


Referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 


Parent Orrice, March 7, 1848. 


SIR: In compliance with the resolution adopted by the House of 
Representatives on the 12th of January last, requesting me to com- 
municate to the House “what legislation is necessary to provide 
room in the Patent Office building for the arrangement of models, in 
such a manner as to give the examiners such access to them as is 
necessary for them in the discharge of their duties," I have the 
honor to state, that the rooms and apartments in the Patent Office 
building, now appropriated to the use of the Patent Office, are in- 
adequate for its accommodation. 

The Commissioner of Patents is required by law to receive and 
keep in appropriate rooms all models of machines not patented, but 
awaiting their turn for examination. These models, by the uni- 
form custom and usage of the Patent Office, are kept in rooms ap- 
propriated for the purpose, to which no persons are permitted to 
have access except the proper officers of the Patent Office. All the 
rooms now appropriated, or which can be appropriated, to this 
class of models, are now so crowded as greatly to impede the con- 
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venience of the examiners who are obliged by their duties to have 
access to them. 

The Commissioner is also required by law to classify and arrange, 
for public inspection, all models of inventions which have been 
patented. The large room in the western part of the building, on 
the second floor, was appropriated to that purpose when the Patent 
Office was removed to the building which it now occupies. But 
that spacious room has become wholly inadequate for the purpose 
for which it was designed, and I have been obliged to fit up a room 
in the basement story for the reception and arrangement of pat- 
ented models. That is not now sufficient. Both of the rooms oc- 
cupied by the patented models have become so much crowded as, 
in a great measure, to defeat the intention of the law requiring that 
description of models to be classified and arranged conveniently for 
public inspection, and to interfere 5 with the convenience 
and rapid despatch of business in the Patent Office. 
¢ The law also requires the Commissioner to classify and arrange 
in suitable cases, conveniently for public inspection, the unpatented 
models. For the arrangement of this class of models, the whole 
western half of the basement story of the Patent Office building 
has been appropriated. Although this class of models have become 
numerous, the room appropriated to them is not now crowded, but 
will be in a very few years. 

All the rooms in the eastern half of the building on the second 
floor, are appropriated to the offices of the Commissioner, examin- 
ers and clerks. Those rooms are now just sufficient to accommo- 
date the persons employed in the Patent Office, by requiring at 
least two, (with the exception of the rooms of the Commissioner, 
chief clerk and draughtsman,) and sometimes three persons, to oc- 
cupy the same room. If the bill now pending in Congress, to in- 
crease the number of clerks, shall become a law, there will not be 
a sufficient number of rooms in the building for the accommodation 
of the increased force of the office. 

The national gallery is chiefly occupied by articles of curiosity 
and specimens of natural history belonging to the exploring expe- 
dition. They were placed there in conformity with an act of Con- 
gress, entitled“ An act to provide for publishing an account of the 
discoveries of the exploring expedition under the command of 
Lieutenant Wilkes, of the United States navy,” approved August 
26, 1842. They are to remain in the national gallery until the 
completion of the building of the Smithsonian Institution, to which 
they have been assigned by the act of Congress establishing that 
institution. I am informed that the Smithsonian Institution will 
not be ready to receive them before the lapse of three or four 
years. Consequently, they must remain in .the national gallery, 
unless otherwise disposed of by Congress. I have no control over 
them whatever, they being exclusively in the keeping of Congress. 

The curiosities and specimens of the exploring expedition are 
very carefully arranged, and in such a manner as to exhibit them 
to the best advantage. They are, indeed, objects of interest and 
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curiosity to all, and of value to the scientific public who visit the 
national gallery. But, in my estimation, they are not of such im- 
mediate practical value as the models of inventions which are de- 
signed to illustrate discoveries and improvements in the useful 
arts. They should not, therefore, be permitted to occupy room in 
the Patent Office building which is necessary for the suitable dis- 
play of the models of patented inventions. | 

If the national gallery were appropriated for the reception of 
models, it would afford ample room for that purpose for many 
years to come. If a portion of it were assigned to models, it 

. would be sufficient for some years. And, in my judgment, a part of 
the curiosities and specimens of the exploring expedition may be 
more compactly arranged, and thus room may be obtained for the 
exhibition of the more valuable models in the national gallery. 

There is no doubt but the valuable curiosities and specimens 
brought home by the exploring expedition are objects of great 
public interest, and attract a large number of persons to the Patent 
Office, who come to inspect them in connection with the models 
and other objects of interest belonging to the Patent Office. And, 
inemy view, they neither detract from the character of the govern- 
ment of the United States, nor injure the reputation of the Patent 
Office. On the contrary, they, in connection with the models, &c., 
are deemed by intelligent foreigners who visit this city, as well as 
by our own citizens, highly creditable to both the government and 
the office. But it is for Congress to say whether or not any por- 
tion of the Patent Office building shall be permanently used as a 
museum, in which specimens of natural history, and other objects 
of curious interest, not immediately connected with the business 
and objects of the Patent Office, shall be exhibited. 

In view of the facts and considerations above set forth, it is very 
apparent that the rooms now occupied by the Patent Office for 
models,and for the accommodation of the Commissioner and clerks, 
are not sufficient for those purposes. There would be sufficient 
room for the suitable arrangement of models for a few years, if the 
national gallery were applied to that use. But there will not be a 
sufficient number of rooms for the accommodation of the persons 
employed in the Patent Office, if the addition contemplated by the 
iu now pending in Congress is made to the official corps of the 
office. 

Therefore, in answer to the particular inquiry contained in the 
resolution of the House of Representatives, I respectfully state, 
that the legislation now required for such an arrangement of the 
models as will accommodate the examiners of the Patent Office, 
and also the public, is the passage of an act placing the national 
gallery at the disposal of the Commissioner, to be occupied by the - 
classified models of patented inventions. - 

If it shall be deemed expedient at this time to provide suitable 
rooms for the accommodation and convenience of the official corps 
of the Patent Office, it can be done by authorizing the erection, as 
soon as may be, of the eastern wing contemplated in the plan of 
tke Patent Office building adopted by Congress. And, as both 
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wings will, in a very few years, be necessary for the convenience 
of the Patent Office, it may be considered best to commence the 
erection of both at the same time. It will probably take two or 
‘three years for their completion after they shall have been com- 
menced, and by that time the business of the office, and conse- 
quently the nynber of the models, will have so much increased as 
to render the two contemplated wings very necessary. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDMUND BURKE, 
Commissioner of Patents. 
To the Hon. RosEenT C. WINTHROP, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


THIRTIETH CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION. 
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HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 


VETO OF THE RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. ` 


MESSAGE 


FROM THE 


PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 


RETURNING 


The bill entitled “An act to provide for continuing certain works in 
the Territory of Wisconsin, and Jor other purposes,” and commu- 
nicating therewith his objections to its becoming a law. 


Marcu 13, 1818. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


To the House of Representatives: 


On the last day of the last session 9f Congress, a bill entitled 
* An act to provide for continuing certain works in the Territor 
of Wisconsin and for other purposes," which had passed both 
Houses, was presented to me for my approval. I entertained insu- 
perable objections to its becoming a law; but the short period of 
the session which remained, afforded me no sufficient opportunity 
to prepare my objections, and communicate them, with the bill, to 
the House of Representatives, in which it originated. For thir 
reason the bill was retained, and I deem it proper now to state my 
objections to it. EA 

Although, from the title of the bill, it would seem that its main 
object was to make provision for continuing certain works, already 
commenced in the Territory of Wisconsin, it appears, on examina- 
tion of its provisions, that it contains only a single appropriation 
of six thousand dollars to be applied within that Territory, while 
it appropriates more than half a million of dollars for the improve- 
ment of numerous harbors and rivers, lying within tlie limits and 
jurisdiction of several of the States of the Union. ' 
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At the preceding session of Congress it became my duty to re- 
lurn to the House, in which it origin: ted, a bill making similar ap- 
propriations, and involving like principles, and the views then ex- 
pressed remain unchanged. 

The circumstances under which this heavy expenditure of public 
money was proposed, were of imposing weight in determining upon 
its expediency. Congress had recognized the existence of war with 
Mexico, and to prosecute it to “a speedy and successful termina- 
tion,“ had made appropriations exceeding our ordinary revenues. 
To meet the emergency, and provide for the expenses of the govern- 
ment, a loan of twenty-three millions of dollars was authorized at 
the same session, which has since been negotiated. "The practical 
effect of this bill, had it become a law, would have been to add 
the whole amount appropriated by it to the national debt. It 
would, in fact, have made necessary an additional loan to that 
amount, as effectually as if in terms it had required the Secretary 
of the Treasury to borrow the money therein appropriated. The 
main question in that aspect is, whether it is wise, while all the 
means and credit of the government are needed to bring the exist. 
ing war to an honorable close, to impair the one and endanger the 
other by borrowing money to be expended in a system of internal 
improvements, capable of an expansion ‘sufficient to swallow up 
the revenues, not only of our own country, but of the civilized 
world. It is to be apprehended that by entering upon such a ca- 
reer at this moment, confidence at home and abroad, in the wisdom 
and prudence of the government, would be so far impaired, as to 
make it difficult, without an immediate resort to heavy taxation, to 
maintain the public credit, and to preserve the honor of the nation 
and the glory of our arms, in prosecuting the existing war to a 
successful conclusion. Had this bill become a lawit is easy to 
foresee that largely increased demands upon the treasury would 
have been made at each succeeding session of Congress, for ‘the 
improvement of numerous other harbo®, bays, inlets, and rivers of 
equal importance with those embraced by its provisions. Many 
millions would probably have been added to the necessary amount 
of the war debt, the annual interest on which must also have been 
borrowed, and finally a permanent-national debt been fastened on 
the country and entailed on posterity. 

The policy of embarking the federal government in a general 
system of internal improvements, had its origin but little more 
than twenty years ago. In a very few years the applications to 
Congress, for appropriations, in furtherance of such objects, ex- 
ceeded two hundred millions of dollars. In this alarming crisis, 
President Jackson refused to approve and sign the Maysville road 
bill, the Wabash river bill, and other bills of similar character. 
His interposition put a check upon the new policy of throwing the 
cost of local improvements upon the national treasury, preserved 
the revenues of the nation for their legitimate objects, by which 
he was enabled to extinguish the then existing public debt and 
to present to an admiring world the unprecedented spectacle in 
modern times of a nation free from debt, and advancing to great- 
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ness with unequalled strides under a government which was con- 
tent to act within its appropriate sphere, in protecting the States 
and individuals in their own chosen career of improvement and of 
enterprise. Although the bill under consideration proposes no ap- 
propriation for a road or canal, it is not easy to perceive the dif- 
ference in principle, or mischievous tendency, between appropria- 
tions for making roads and digging canals, and appropriations to 
deepen rivers and improve harbors. All are alike within the 
limits and jurisdiction of the States; and rivers and harbors alone 
open an abyss of expenditure sufficient to swallow up the wealth 
of the nation, and load it with a debt which may fetter its ener- 
gies and tax its industry for ages to come. | 

The experience of several of the States, as well as that of the 
United States, during the period that Congress exercised the power 
of appropriating the public money for internal improvements, is 
full of eloquent warnings. It seems impossible in the nature of 
the subject, as connected with local representation, that the sev- 
eral objects presented for improvement, shall be weighed accord- 
ing to their respective merits, and appropriations confined to those 
whose importance would justify a tax on the whole community to 
effect their accomplishment. 

In some of the States, systems of internal improvement have 
been projected, consisting of roads and canals, many of which, 
taken separately, were not of sufficient public importance to jus- 
tify a tax on the entire population of the State to effect their con- 
struction; and, yet by a combination of local interests operating 
on a majority of the legislature, the whole have been authorized, 
and the States plunged into heavy debts. To an extent so ruinous 
has this system of legislation been carried in some portions of the 
Union, that the people have found it necessary to their own safety 
and prosperity, to forbid their legislatures, by constitutional re- 
strictions, to contract public debts for such purposes without their 
immediate consent. 

If the abuse of power has been so fatal in the States where the 
systems of taxation are direct, and the representatives responsible 
at short periods to small masses of constituents, how much greater 
danger of abuse is to be apprehended in the general government, 
whose revenues are raised by indirect taxation, and whose func- 
tionaries are responsible to the people in larger masses and for 
longer terms. 

Regarding only objects of improvement of the nature of those 
embraced in this bill, how inexhaustible we shall find them. Let 
the imagination run along our coast, from the river St. Croix to 
the Rio Grande, and trace every river emptying into the Atlantic 
and Gulf of Mexico to its source; let it coast along our lakes, and 
ascend all their tributaries; let it pass to Oregon, and explore all 
its bays, inlets, and streams; and, then let it raise the curtain of 
the future, and contemplate the extent of this republic, and the 
objects of improvement it will embrace as it advances to its high 
destiny, and the mind will be startled at the immensity and danger 
of the power which the principle of this bill involves. 


A Ex. Doc. No. 49. 


Already our confederacy consists of twenty-nine States. Other 
States may, at no distant period, be expected to be formed on the ` 
west of our present settlements. We own an 'extensive country in 
Oregon, stretching many hundreds of miles from east to west, and 
seven degrees of latitude from south to north. By the admission 
of Texas into the Union, we have recently added many hundreds 
o! miles to our sea coast. In all this vast country, bordering on the 
Atlantic and Pacific, there are many thousands of bays, inlets and 
fivers, equally entitled to appropriations for their improvement 
with the objects embraced in this bill. 

We have seen in our States that the interests of individuals or 
neighborhoods, combining against the general interest, have involved 
their governments in debts and bankruptcy; and when the system 
prevailed in the general government, and was checked by President 
Jackson,it had begun to be considered the highest merit,in a mem- 
ber of Congress, to be able to procure appropriations of public 
money to be expended within his district or State, whatever might 
be the object. We should be blind to the experience of the past if 
we did not see abundant evidences that if this system of expendi- 
ture is to be indulged in, combinations of individual and local in- 
terests will be found strong enough to control legislation, absorb 
the revenues of the country, and plunge the government into 
a hopeless indebtedness. œ 

What is denominated a harbor by this system does not necessa- 
rily mean a bay, inlet or arm of the sea on the ocean, or on our 
lake shores, on the margin of which may exist a commercial city 
or town, engaged in foreign or domestic trade; but is made to em- 
brace waters where there is not only no such city or town, but no 
commerce of any kind. By it a bay or sheet of shoal «water 
is called a harbor, and appropriations demanded from Congress to 
deepen it, with a view to draw commerce to it, or to enable indivi- 
duals to build up a town or city on its margin, upon speculation, 
and for their own private advantage. 

What is denominated a river, which may be improved, in the sys- 
tem, is equally undefined in its meaning. It may be the Mississippi, 
or it may be the smallest and most obscure and unimportant stream, 
bearing the name of river, which is to be found in any State in the 
Union. 

Such a system is subject, moreover, to be perverted to the ac- 
complishment of the worst of political purposes. During the few 
years it was in full operation, and which immediately preceded the 
veto ot President Jackson of the Maysville road bill, instances 
were numerous of public men seeking to gain popular favor by 
holding out to the people, interested in particular localities, the 
promise of large disbursements of public money. Numerous recon- 
noissances and surveys were made, during that period, for roads and 
canals through many parts of the Union; and the people, in the 
vicinity of each, were led to believe that their property would be 
enhanced in value, and they themselves be enriched by the large ex- 
penditures which they were promised, by the advocates of the sys- 
tem, should be made from the federal treasury in their neighbor- 
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hoods. Whole sections of the country were thus sought to be influ- 
enced, and the system was fast becoming one not only of profuse 
and wasteful expenditure, but a potent political engine. 

If the power to improve a harbor be admitted, it is not easy to 
nl how the power to deepen every inlet on the ocean, or the 

akes, and make harbors where there are none, can be denied. If 
the power to clear out or deepen the channel of rivers, near their 
mouths, be admitted, it is not easy to perceive how the power to im- 
prove them to their fountain head and make them navigable to their 
sources, can be denied. Where shall the exercise of the power, if 
it be assumed, stop? Has Congress the power when an inlet 
is deep enough to adinit a schooner, to deepen it still more, so that 
it wili admit ships of heavy burden; and has it not the power when 
an inlet will admit a boat, to make it deep enough to admit a 
schooner? May it improve rivers deep enough already to float 
ships and steamboats, and has it no power to improve those. which 
are navigable only for flat-boats and barges? 

May the general government exercise power and jurisdiction over 
the soil of a State consisting of rocks and sandbars in the beds ef ita 
rivers, and may it not excavate a canal around its waterfalls or 
across its lands for precisely the same object? 

Giving to the subject the most serious and candid consideration 
of which my mind is capable, I cannot perceive any intermediate 
ground. The power to improve harbors and rivers for purposes 
of navigation, by deepening or clearing out, by dams and sluices, 
by locking or canalling, must be admitted, without any other limi- 
tation than the discretion of Congress, or it must be denied al- 
together. If it be admitted, how broad and how susceptible of 
enormous abuse is the power thus vested in the general govern- 
ment. There is not an inlet of the ocean, or the lakes, not a river, 
creek, or streamlet, within the States, which is not brought for this 
purpose within the power and jurisdiction of the general govern- 
ment. ‘ 

Speculation, disguised under the cloak of public good, will call 
on Congress to deepen shallow inlets, that it may build up new 
cities on their shores, or to make streams navigable which nature 
has closed by bars and rapids, that it may sell at a profit its lands 
upon their banks. To enrich neighborhoods, by spending within it 
the moneys of the nation, will be the aim and boast of these who 
puse their local interests above the good of the nation, and mil- 

ions upon millions will be abstracted, by tariffs and taxes, irom 
the earnings of the whole people, to foster speculation, and sub- 
serve the objects of private ambition. 

Such a system could not be adininistered with any approach to 
equality among the several States and sections of the Union. "There 
is no equality among them in the objects of expenditure, and if the 
funds were distributed according to the merits of those objects, 
some would be enriched at the expense of their neighbors. Buta 
greater practical evil would be found in the art and industry by 
which appropriations would be sought and obtained. The most 
artful and industrious would be the most successful; tbe true ia- 
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terests of the country would be lost sight of in an annual scramble 
for the contents of the treasury; and the member of Congress who 
could procure the largest appropriations to be expended in his dis- 
trict would claim the rewards of victory from his enriched constit- 
uents. The necessary consequence would be sectional discontents 
and heartburnings, increased taxation and a national debt, never to 
be extinguished. à 

' In view of these portentous consequences, I cannot but think that 
this course of legislation should be arrested, even were there noth- 
ing to forbid it in the fundamental laws of our Union. "This con- 
clusion is fortified by the fact that the constitution itself indicates 
a process by which harbors and rivers within the States may be 
improved; a process, not susceptible of the abuses necessarily to 
flow from the assumption of the power to improve them by the 
general government, just in its operation, and actually practised 
upon, without complaint or interruption, during more than thirty 
years from the organization of the present government. 

The constitution provides that“ no State shall, without the con- 
sent of Congress, lay any duty of tonnage.” With the“ consent? 
of Congress, such duties may be levied,collected, and expended by 
the States. We are not left in the dark as to the objects of this 
reservation of power to the States. The subject was fully consid- 
ered by the convention that framed the constitution. It appears 
in Mr. Madison's report of the proceedings of that body that one 
object of the reservation was, that the States should not be re- 
restrained from laying duties of tonnage for the purpose of clearing 
harbors. Other objects were named in the debates, and among 
them the support of seamen. Mr. Madison, treating on this sub- 
ject in the Federalist, declares that“ the restraint on the power of 
the States over imports and exports, is enforced by all the argu- 
ments which prove the necessity of submitting the regulation of 
trade to the federal councils. It is needless, therefore, to remark 
further on this head, than that the manner in which the restraint 
is qualified, seems well calculated at once to secure to the States a 
reasonable discretion in providing for the conveniency of their im- 
ports and exports, and to the United States a reasonable check 
against the abuse of this discretion.? The States may lay tonnage 
duties for clearing harbors, improving rivers, or for other purposes, 
but are restrained from abusing the power; because, before such 
duties can take effect, the ** consent? of Congress must be ob- 
tained. 

Here is a safe provision for the improvement of harbors and riv- 
ers in the reserved powers of the States, and in the aid they may 
derive from duties of tonnage levied with the consent of Congress. 
Its safeguards are, that both the State legislatures and Congress 
‘have to concur in the act of raising the funds; that they are in 
every instance to be levied upon the commerce of those ports 
which are to profit by the proposed improvement; that no question 
‘of conflicting power or jurisdiction is involved; that the expen- 
'drture being in the hands of those who are to pay the money, and 
be immediately benefitted, will be more carefully managed, and 

* I 
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more productive of good, than if the funds were drawn from the 
national treasury and disbursed by the officers of the general gov- 
ernment; that. such a system will carry with it no enlargement of 
federal power and patronage, and leave the States to be the sole 
judges of their own wants and interests, with only a conservative 
negative in Congress upon any abuse of the power which the States 
mav attempt. : | 

Under this wise system the improvement of harbors and rivers 
was commenced, or rather continued from the organization of the 
government under the present constitution. Many acts were passed 
by the several States levying duties of tonnage, and many were 
passed by Congress giving their consent jo those acts. Such acts 
have been passed by Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, 
and have been sanctioned by the consent of Congress. Without 
enumerating them all, it may be instructive to refer to some of 
them as illustrative of the mode of improving harbors and rivers 
in tbe early periods of our government, as to the constitutionality 
of which there can be no doubt. 

In January, 1790, the State of Rhode Island passed a law levy- 
ing a tonnage duty on vessels arriving in the port of Providence, 
«€ for the purpose of clearing: and deepening the channel of Provi- 
dence river, and making the same more navigable.” | 

On the second of February, 1798, the State of Massachusetts pass- 
ed a law levying a tonnage duty on vessels, whether employed in 
the foreign or coasting trade, which might enter into the Kennebunk 
river, for the improvement of the same, by ‘rendering the passage 
in and out of said river less difficult and dangerous.” 

On the first of April, 1805, the State of Pennsylvania passed a 
law levying a tonnage duty on vessels, “to remove the obstructions 
to the navigation of the river Delaware, below the city of Phila- 
delphia.”’ | 

On the twenty-third of January, 1804, the State of Virginia 
passed a law levying a tonnage duty on vessels, for „improving 
the navigation of James river.” 

On the twenty-second of February, 1816, the State of Virginia 
passed a law levying a tonnage duty on vessels, for “improving the 
navigation of James river, from Warwick to Rocketts landing.“ 

On the eighth of December, 1824, the State of Virginia passed a 
law levying a tonnage duty on vessels, for “improving the naviga- 
tion of Appomatox river, from Pocahontas CR to Broadway.? 

In November, 1821, the State of North Carolina passed a law 
levying a tonnage duty on vessels, for the purpose of opening an 
inlet at the lower end of Albemarle sound, near a place called 
Nog’s Head, and improving the navigation of said sound with its 
branches,? and in November, 1828, an amendatory law was passed. 

On the twenty-first of December, 1804, the State of South Caro- 
lina passed a law levying a tonnage duty, for the purpose of 
Gr building a marine hospital, in the vicinity of Charleston,” and on 
the seventeenth of December, 1816, another law was passed by 
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the legislature of that State, for the “ maintenance of a marine 
hospital.” 

On the tenth cf February, 1787, the State of Georgia passed a 
law levying a tonnage duty on all vessels entering into the port 
of Savannah, for the purpose of „clearing? the Savannah river of 
“wrecks and other obstructions” to the navigation. 

On the twelfth of December, 1804, the State of Georgia passed 
a law levying a.tonnage duty on vessels, “to be applied to the pay- 
ment of the fees of the harbor masterand health officer of the ports 
of Savannah and St. Mary’s.” 

In April, 1783, the State of Maryland passed a law laying a ton- 
nage duty on vessels, for the improvement of the ‘‘basin” and 
“harbor” of Baltimqre, and the “river Patapsco.? | 

On the twenty-sixth of December, 1791, the State of Marylan 
passed a law levying a tonnage duty on vessels, for the improve- 
ment of the “harbor and port of Baltimore.” " 
On the twenty-eighth of December, 1793, the State of Maryland 
passed a law authorizing the appointment of a health officer fir the 
port of Baltimore, and laying a tonnage duty on vessels to defray 
the expenses. 

Congress have passed many acts giving its consent? to these and 
other State laws, the first of which is dated in 1790, and the last in 
1843. By the latter act, the **consent? of Congress was given to 
the law of the legislature of the State of Maryland, laying a ton- 
nage duty on vessels, for the improvement of the harbor of Balti- 
more, and continuing it in force until the first day of June, 1850. 

I transmit, herewith, copies of such of the acts of the legislatures 
of the States on the subject, and also the acts of Congress giving 
its consent" thereto, as have been collated. 

That the power was constitutionally and rightfully exercised in 


` hese cases, does not admit of a doubt. 


The injustice and inequality resulting from conceding the power 
(o both governments is illustrated by several of the acts enumerated. 
Take that for the improvement of the harbor of Baltimore. "That 
improvement is paid for exclusively by a tax on the commerce of 
that city; but if an appropriation be made from the national treas- 
hry for the improvement of the harbor of Boston, it must be paid, 
in part, out of taxes levied on the commerce of Baltimore. The 
result is that the commerce of Baltimore pays the full cost of the 
aarbor improvement designed for its own benefit, aud, in addition, 
contributes to the cost of all other harbor and river improvements 
in the Union. "The facts need but be stated to prove the inequality 
and injustice which cannot but flow from the practice embodied in 
this bill. Either the subject should be left as it was during the 
first third of a century, or the practice of levying tonnage duties 
by the States should be abandoned altogether, and all harbor and 
river improvements made under the authority of the United States, 
and by means of direct appropriations. In view, not only of the 
constitutional difficulty, but as a que-tion of policy, I am clearly 
of opinion that the w'.ole subject should be left to the States, aided 
by such tonnage duties on vessels navigating their waters as their 
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respective legislatures may think proper to propose and Congress 
see fit to sanction. 

This ** consent? of Congress would never berefused in any case 
where the duty proposed to be levied by the State was reasonable, 
and where the object of improvement was one of importance. The 
funds required for the improvement of harbors and rivers may be 
raised in this mode, as was done in the earlier periods of the gov- 
ernment, and thus avoid a resort to a strained construction of the 
constitution not warranted by its letter. 

If direct appropriations be made of the money in the federal 
treasury for such purposes, the expenditures will be unequal and 
unjust. The money in the federal treasury is paid by a tax onthe 
whole people of the United States; and, if applied to the purposes 
of improving harbors and rivers, it will be partially distributed, and 
be expended for the advantage of particular States, sections, or lo- 
calities, at the expense of others. | 

By returning to the early and approved construction of the con- 
stitution, and to the practice under it, this inequality and injustice 
will be avoided, afid at the same time all the really important im- 
provements be made; and, as our experience has proved, be better 
made, and at less cet, than they would be by the agency of off- 
cers of the United States. The interests benefitted by these im- 
provements, too, would bear the cost of making them, upon the 
same principle that the expenses of the Post Office establishment ` 
have always been defrayed by those who derive benefits from it. 

The power of appropriating money from the treasury for such 
improvements was not claimed or exercised for more than thirty 
years after the organization of the government :n 1789, when a 
more latitudinous construction was indicated, though it was not 
broadly asserted and exercised until 1825. Small appropriations 
were frst made, in 1820 and 1821, for surveys. 

An act was passed on the third of March, 1823, authorizing the 
President to cause an “examination and survey to be made of the 
obstructions between the harbor of Gloucester and the harbor of 
Squam, in the State of Massachusetts,“ and of“ the entrance of 
thé harbor of the port of Presque Isle, in Pennsylvania,” with a 
view to their removal, and a small appropriation was made to pay 
the necessary expenses. This appears to have been the commence- 
ment of harbor improvements by Congress, thirty-four years after 
the government went into operation under the present constitution. 

On the 30th April, 1824, an act was passed making an appropria- 
tion of thirty thousand dollars, and directing **surveys and esti- 
mates to be made of the routes of such roads and canals" as the 
President ** may deem of national importance, in a commercial or 
military point of view, or necessary for the transportation of the 
mails.“ This act evidently looked to the adoption of a general 
system of internal improvements, to embrace roads and canals as 
well as harbors and rivers. 

On the 26th May, 1824, an act was passed making apppropria- 
tions for ** deepening the channel leading into the harbor of Presque 
Isle, in the State of Pennsylvania,” and to “ repair Plymouth 
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beach, in the State of Massachusetts, and thereby prevent the har- 
bor at that place from being destroyed.” 

President Monroe yielded his approval to these measures, though 
he entertained, and had in a message to the House of Representa- 
tives, on the 4th of May, 1822, expressed the opinion that the con- 
stitution had not conferred upon Congress the power to “adopt 
and execute a system of internal improvements.“ He placed his 
approval upon the ground, not that Congress possessed the power 
to “adopt and execute" such a system by virtue of any or all of 
the enumerated grants of power in the constifution, but upon the 
assumption that the power to make appropriations of the public 
money was limited and restrained only by the discretion of Con- 
gress. In coming to this conclusion, he avowed that“ in the more 
early stage of the government,” he had entertained a different 
opinion. He avowed that his first opinion had been that, “ as the 
national government is a government of limited powers, it has no 
right to expend money, exeept in the performance of acts author- 
ized by the other specific grants, according to a strict construction 
of their powers;? and that the power to make appropriations gave 
to Congress no discretionary authority to apply the public money 
to any other purposes or objects except to“ carry into effect the 
90 contained in the other grants.“ These sound views which 

r. Monroe entertained “ in the early stage of the government,” 
he gave up in 1822, and declared“ that the right of appropriation 
is nothing more than a right to apply the public money to this or 
that purpose. It has no incidental power, nor does it draw after it 
any consequences of that kind. All that Congress could do under 
it, in the case of internal improvements, would be to appropriate 
the money necessary to make them. For any act requiring legis- 
lative sanction or support, the State authority must be relied on. 
The condemnation of the land, if the proprietors should refuse to 
sell it, the establishment of turnpikes and tolls, and the protection 
of the work when finished, must be done by the State. "To these 
purposes the powers of the general government. are believed to be 
utterly incompetent.? 

But it is impossible to conceive on what principle the power of 
appropriating public money, when in the treasury, can be corstrued 
to extend to objects for which the constitution does not authorize 
Congress to levy taxes or imposts to raise money. The power of 
appropriation is but the consequence of the power to raise money; 
and the true inquiry is, whether Congress has the right to levy 
taxes for the object over which power is claimed. 

During the four succeeding years embraced by the administra- 
tion of President Adams, the power not only to appropriate money; 
but to apply it, under the direction and authority of the general 
government, as well to the construction of roads as to the improve- 
ment of harbors and rivers, was fully asserted and exercised. 

Among other acts assuming the power, was one passed on the 
twentieth of May, 1826, entitled“ An act for improving certain 
harbors, and the navigation of certain riversand creeks, and for au- 
thorizing surveys to be made of certain bays, sounds and rivers 
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therein mentioned.” By that act large appropriations were made, 
which were to be “ applied under the direction of the President of 
the United States? to numerous improvements in ten of the States. 
This act, passed thirty-seven years after the organization of the 
present government, contained the first appropriation ever made for 
the improvement of a navigable river, unless it be small appro- 
priations for examinations and surveys in 1820. During the residue 


of that administration, many other appropriations of a similar. 


character were made, em@racing roads, rivers, harbors, and canals, 
and objects claiming the aid of Congress multiplied without 
number. | 

This wasthe first breach effected in the barrier which the univer- 
sa) opinion of the framers of the constitution had, for more than thirty 
years, thrown in the way of the assumption of this power by Con- 
gress. The general mind of Congress and the country did not ap- 
preciate the distinction taken by President Monroe, between the 
right to appropriate money for an object, and the right to apply 
and expend it without the embarrassment and delay of applications 
to the State governments. . Probably no instance occurred in which 
such an application was made, and the flood-gates being thus 
hoisted, the principle laid down by him was disregarded, and ap- 
plications for aid from the treasury, virtually to make harbors, as 
well as improve them, clear out rivers, cut canals, and construct 
roads, poured into Congress in torrents, until arrested by the 
veto of President Jackson. His veto of the Maysville road bill 
was followed up by his refusal to sign the Act making appropri- 
ations for building light-houses, light-boats, beacons and monu- 
ments, placing buoys, improving harbors, and directing surveys;“ 
„An act authorizing subscriptions for stock in the Louisville and 
Portland Canal Company;” “ An act for the improvement of cer- 
tain harbors and the navigation of certain rivers;” and, finally, 
An act to improve the navigation of the Wabash river.“ In his 
objections to the act last named, he says: 

„The desire to embark the federal government in works of in- 
ternal improvements prevailed, in the highest degree, during the 
first session of the first Congress that I had the honor to meet in 
my present situation. When the bill authorizing a subscription on 
the part of the United States for stock in the Maysville and Lex- 
ington turnpike company passed the two Houses, there had been re- 
ported, by the committees on internal improvements, bills con- 
taining appropriations for such objects, exclusive of those for the 
Cumberland road, and for harbors and light-houses, to the amount 
of about one hundred and six millions of dollars, In this amount 
was included authority to the Secretary of the Treasury to sub- 
scribe for the stock of different companies to a great extent, and 
the residue was principally for the direct construction of roads by 
this government. In addition to these projects, which have been 
presented to the two Houses under the sanction and recommenda- 
tion of their respective coinmittees on internal improvements, there 
were then still pending before the committees, and in memo- 
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rials to Congress, presented, but not referred, different projects for 
works of a similar character, the expense of which cannot be es- 
timated with certainty, but must have exceeded one hundred mill- 
ions of dollars.” 

Thus, within the brief period of less than ten years after the 
commencement of internal improvements by the general govern- 
ment, the sum asked for. from the treasury for várious projects, 
.amounted to more than two hundred millions of dollars. Presi- 
dent Jackson's powertul and disinterested appeals to his country 
appears to have put down forever the assumption of powerto make 
roads and cut canals, and to have checked tlie prevalent disposition 
to bring all rivers, in any degree navigable, within the control of 
the general government. But an immense field for expending the 
public money, and increasing the power and patronage of this gov- 
ernment, was left open in the concession of even a limited power 
of Congress to improve harbors and rivers; a field which millions 
will not fertilize to the satisfaction of those local and speculating 
interests by which these projects are in general gotten up. "There 
cannot be a just and equal distribution of public burdens and ben- 
efits under such a system; nor can the States be relieved from the 
danger of fatal encroachment, nor the United States from the equal 
da ger of consolidation, otherwise than by an arrest of the system, 
and a return to the doctrines and practices which prevailed during 
the first thirty years of the government. 

Hew forcibly does the history of this subject illustrate the ten- 
dency of power to concentration in the hands of the general gov- 
ernment! The power to improve their own harbors and rivers was 
clearly reserved to the States, who were to be aided by tonnage du- 
ties, levied and collected by themselves, with the consent of Con- 
gress. For thirty-four years improvements were carried on under 
that system, and so careful was Congress not to interfere, under any 
implied power, with the soil or jurisdiction of the States, that they 
did not even assume the power to erect light-houses or build piers, 
without first purchasing the ground, with the consent of the 
Stat s, and obtaining jurisdiction overit. At length, after the lapse 
of thirty-three years, an act is passed providing for the examina- 
tion of certain obstructions at the mouth of one or two harbors, 
almost unknown. It is followed by acts making small appropria- 
tions for the removal of those obstructions. The obstacles inter- 
posed by President Monroe, after ceding the power to appropriate, 
were soon swept away. Congress virtually assumed jurisdiction of 
the soil and waters of the States, without their consent, for the 
purposes of internal improvement, and the eyes of eager millions 
were turned from the State governments:to Congress, as the foun- 
tain whose golden streams were to deepen their harbors and rivers, 
Jevel their mountains, and fill their valleys with canals. To what 
consequences this assumption of power was rapidly leading, 
is shown by the veto message of President Jackson; and to what 
end it is again tending, is witnessed by the provisions of this bill 
and bills of similar character. 

In the proceedings and debates of the general convention which 
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formed the constitution, and of theState conventions which adopted 
it, nothing is found to countenance the idea that the one intended 
to propose, or the others to concede, such a grant of power to the. 
general government as the building up and maintaining of a sys- 
tem of internal improvements within the State necessarily implies. 
Whatever the general government may constitutionally create, 
it may lawfully protect. If it may make a road upon the soil of 
the States, it may protect it from destruction or injury by penal 
laws. So of canals, rivers and harbors. If it may put a dam ina 
river, it may protect that dam from removal or injury, in direct op- 

osition to the laws, authorities and people of the State in which 
it 1s situated. If it may deepen a harbor, it may, by its own laws, 
protect its agents and contractars from being driven from their work, 
even by the laws and authorities of the State. The power to make 
a road or canal, or to dig up the bottom of a harbor or river, 
implies a right in the soil of the State and a jurisdiction over it, 
for which it would be impossible to find any warrant. 

The States were particularly jealous of conceding to the general 
government any right of jurisdiction over their soil; and, in the con- 
stitution, restricted the exclusive legislation of Congress to such 
places as might be “purchased with the consent of the States in 
which the same shall be, for the erection of forts, magazines, dock 
yards and other needful buildings." That the United State« should 
be prohibited from purchasing lands within the States, without their, 
consent, even for the most essential purposes of national de- 
fence, while left at liberty to purchase or seize them for roads, 
canals and other improvements, of immeasurably less importance, is 
not to be conceived. 

À proposition was made in the convention to provide for the ap- 
pointment of a “Secretary of Domestic Affairs)? and make it his 
duty, among other things, “to attend to the opening of roads and 
navigation, and the facilitating communications through the United 
States." It was referred to a committee, and that appears to have 
been the last of it. On a subsequent occasion a proposition was 
made to confer on Congress the power to “ provide for the 
cutting of canals, when deemed necessary, which was rejected 
by the strong majority of eight States to three. Among the reasons 
given for the rejection of this proposition, it was urged that 
"Te expense in such cases will fall on the United States, and the 
benefits accrue to the places where the canals may be cut.” 

During the consideration of this proposition, a motion was made 
to enlarge the proposed power “ for cutting canals” into a power 
“t to grant charters of incorporation, when the interest of the Uni- 
ted States might require, and the legislative provisions of the jn- 
dividual States may be incompetent;? and the reason assigned by 
Mr. Madison for the proposed enlargement of the power was, that 
it would “ secure an easy communication between the States, which 
the free intercourse, now to be opened, seemed to call for. The 
political obstacles being removed, a removal of the natural o 
as far as possible, ought to follow.” 


The original proposition, and all the amendments, were rejected 
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after deliberate discussion; not en the ground, as so much of that 
discussion as has been preserved indicates, that no direct grant was 
necessary, but because it was deemed inexpedient to grant it at all. 
W hen it is considered that someof the members of the convention, 
who afterwards participated in the organization and administration 
of the government, advocated and practised upon a very liberal 


` construction of the constitution, grasping at many high powers as 


implied in its various provisions, not one of them, it is believed, at 
that day claimed the power to make roads and canals, or improve 
rivers and harbors, or appropriate money for that purpose. Ámong 
our early statesmen, of the strict construction class, the opinion was 
universal, when the subject was first broached, that Congress did 
not possess the power, although some of them thought it desirable. 

President Jefferson, in his message to Congress in 1806, recom- 
mended an amendment of the constitution, with a view to apply an 
anticipated surplus in the treasury ‘ to the great purposes of the 
public education, roads, rivers, canals, and such other objects of 
public improvement as it may be thought proper to add to the con- 
stitutional enumeration of the federal powers;” and he adds, “ I 
suppose an amendment to the constitution, by consent of the States, 
necessary, because the objects now recommended are not among 
those enumerated in the constitution, and to which it permits the 
public moneys to be applied.” In 1825 he repeated, in his pub- 
lished letters, the opinion that no such power has been conferred 
upon Congress. 

President .Madison, in a message to the House of Representatives 
of the 3d of March, 1817, assigning his objections to a bill enti- 
tled ** An act to set apart and pledge certain funds for internal im- 
provements,” declares that „ the power to regulate commerce 
among the several States" cannot include a power to construct 
roads and canals, and to improve the navigation of water courses, in 
order to facilitate, promote, and secure such a commerce, without 
a latitude of construction, departing from the ordinary import of 
the terms, strengthened by the known inconveniences which doubt- 
less led to the grant of this remedial power to Congress.” 

President .Monroe, in a message to the House of Representatives 
of the 4th of May, 1822, containing his objections to a bill enti- 
tled “ An act for the preservation and repair of the Cumberland 
road,? declares— 

* Commerce between independent powers or communities is uni- 
versally regulated by duties and imposts. It was so regulated by 
the States before the adoption of this constitution, equally in re- 
spect to each ether and to foreign powers. "The goods and vessels 
employed in the trade are the only subjects of regulation. It can 
act on noné other. A power, then, to impose such duties and im- 
po in regard to foreign nations, and to prevent any on the trade 

etween the States, was the only power granted. 

“ Tf we recur to the causes which produced the adoption of this 
constitution, we shall find that injuries resulting from the regula- 
tion of trade, by the States respectively, and the advantages anti- 
cipated from the transfer of the power to Congress, were among 
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those which had the most weight. Instead of acting as a nation in 
regard to foreign powers, the States, individually, had commenced 
a system of restraint on each other, whereby the interests of for- 
eign powers were promoted at their expense. If one State imposed 
high duties on the goods or vessels of a foreign power, to counter- 
vail the regulations of such power, the next adjoining States im- 
posed lighter duties to invite those articles into their ports, that 
they might be transferred thence into the other States, securing the 
duties to themselves. "This contracted policy in some of the States 
was soon counteracted by others. Restraints were immediately laid 
on such commerce by the suffering States, and thus had grown up 
a state of affairs disorderly and unnatural, the tendency of which 
was to destroy the Union itself; and with it all hope of realizing 
those blessings which we had anticipated from the glorious revolu- 
tion, which had been so recently achieved. From this deplorable 
dilemma, or rather certain ruin, we were happily rescued by the 
adoption of the constitution. | 

* Among the first and most important effects of this great revo- 
lution, was the complete abolition of this pernicious policy. The 
States were brought together by the constitution, as to commerce, 
into one community, equally, in regard to foreign nations and 
each other. The regulations that were adopted regarded us, in 
both respects, as one people. The duties and imposts that were 
laid on the vessels and merchandise of foreign nations were all 
uniform throughout the United States; and in the intercourse be- 
tween the States themselves, no duties of any kind were imposed, 
other than between different ports and countries within the same 
State. 

„This view is supported by a series of measures, all of a marked 
character, preceding the adoption of the constitution. As early as 
the year 1781, Congress recommended it to the States to vest in 
the United States, a power to levy a duty of five per cent. on all 
goods imported from foreign countries into the United States, for 
the term of fifteen years. In 1783, this recommendation, with al- 
terations as to the kind of duties, and an extension of this 
term to twenty-five years, was repeated and more earnestly urged. 
In 1784, it was recommended to the States to authorize Con- 
gress to prohibit, under certain modifications, the importation 
of goods from foreign powers into the United States, for fifteen 
years. In 1785, the consideration of the subject was resumed, and 
a proposition presented in a new form, with an addressto theStates, 
explaining fully the principles on which a grant of the power to 
regulate trade was deemed indispensable. In 1786, a meeting took 
place at Annapolis, of delegates from several of the States, on this 
subject; and, on their report, the convention was formed at Phila- 
delphia the ensuing year, from all the States, to whose delibera- 
tions we are indebted for the present constitution. 

* [n none of these measures was the subject of internal improve- 
ment mentioned, o~ even glanced at. "Those of 1781, 85, 86, and 
’87, oe step by step to the adoption of the constitution, had 
in view only the obtaining of a power to enable Congress to regu- 
late trade with foreign powers. It is manifest that the regulation 
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of trade with the several States was altogetber a secondary object 
suggested by and adopted in connexion with the other. If the 
power necessary to this system of improvement is included under 
either branch ot this grant, I should sappose that it was the first, 
rather than the second. The pretension to it, however, under that 
branch, has never been set up. In support of the claim under the 
second, no reason has been assigned which appears to have the 
least weight.? 

Such is a brief history of the origin, progress, and consequences 
of a system, which, for more than thirty years after the adoption 
of the constitution, was unknown. The greatest embarrassment 
upon the subject, consists in the departure which has taken place 
from the early construction of the constitution, and the precedents 
which are found in the legislation of Congress in later years. 
President Jackson, in his veto of the Wabash river bill, declares, 
that“ to inherent embarrassments have been added others, from the 
course of our legislation concerning it.“ In his vetoes on the 
Maysville road biil, the Rockville road bill, the Wabash river bill, 
and other bills of like character, he reversed the precedents which 
existed prior to that time on the subject of internal improvements. 
W hen our experience, cbservation, and reflection, have convinced 
us that a legislative precedent is either unwise or unconstitutional, 
it should not be followed. 

No express grant of this power is found in the constitution. Its 
advocates have differed among themselves as to the source from 
which it is derived, as an incident. In the progress of the discus- 
gions upon this subject, the power to regulate commerce seems now 
to be chiefly relied upon, especially in reference to the improve- 
ment of harbors and rivers. | I 

In relation to the regulation of commerce, the language of the 
grant in the constitution is, “ Congress shall have power to regu- 
late commerce with foreign nations, and among the several States, 
and with the Indian tribes." That “ to regulate commerce,” does 
not mean to make a road, or dig a canal, or clear out a river, or 
deepen a harbor, would seem to be obvious to the common under- 
standing. To“ regulate, admits or affirms the pre-existence of the 
thing to be regulated. In this case, it pre-supposes the existence 
of commerce, and of course the means by which, and the chan- 
nels through which, commerce is carried on. It confers no crea- 
tive power; it only assumes control over that which may have 
been brought into existence through other agencies, such as State 
legislation, and the industry and enterprize of individuals. If the 
detinition of the word “regulate? is to include the provision of 
means to carry on commerce, then have Congress not only power 
to deepen harbors, clear out rivers, dig canals, and make roads, ` 
but also to build ships, railroad cars, and other vehic'es, all of 
which are necessary to commerce. There is no middle ground. 
If the power to regulate can be legitimately construed into a power 
to create or facilitate, then not only the bays and harbors, but the 
roads and canals, and all the means of transporting merchandise 
among the several States, are put at the disposition of Congress. 
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This power to regulate commerce was construed and exercised 
immediately after the adoption of the constitution, and has been 
exercised to the present day, by prescribing general rules by which 
commerce should be conducted. With foreign nations it has been 
regulated by treaties, defining the rights of citizens and subjects, 
as wellas by acts of Congress, imposing duties and restrictions, 
embracing vessels, seamen, cargoes, and passengers. It has been 


regulated among the States by acts of Congress, relating to the 


coasting trade and the vessels employed therein, and for the better 
security of passengers in vessels propelled by steam, and by the 
removal of all restrictions upon internal trade. It has been regu- 
lated with the Indian tribes by our intercourse laws, prescribing 
the manner in which it shall be carried on. "Thus each branch of 
this grant of power was exercised soon after the adoption of the 
constitution, and has continued to be exercised to the present day. 
If a more extended construction be adopted, it is impossible for the 
human mind to fix on a limit to the exercise of the power, other 
than the will and discretion of Congress. 

It sweeps into the vortex of national power and jurisdiction, not 
only harbors and inlets, rivers and little streams, but canals, turn- 
pikes, and railroads, every species of improvement which can fa- 
cilitate or create trade and intercourse “ with foreign nations, 
among the several States and with the Indian tribes.” 

Should any great object of improvement exist ia our widely ex- 
tended country whicb cannot be effected by tonnage duties, levied 
' by the States, with the concurrence of Congress, it is safer and 
wiser to apply to the States, in the mode prescribed by the consti- 
tution, for an amendment of that instrument, whereby the powers 
of the general government may be enlarged, with such limitations 
and restrictions as experience has shown to be proper, than to as- 
sume and exercise a power which has not been granted or which 
may be regarded as doubtful in the opinion of a large portion of 
our constituents. This course has been recommended successively 
by Presidents Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, and Jackson, and I fully 
concur with them in opinion. If an. enlargement of power should 
be deemed proper, it will unquestionably be granted by the States, 
if otherwise, it will be withheld; and in either case their decision 
should be final. In the mean time I deem it proper to add, that 
dhe investigation of this subject has impressed me more strongly than 
ever with the solemn conviction, that the usefulness and perma- 
nency of this government, and the happiness of the millions over 
whom it spre-ds its protection, will be best promoted by carefully 
abstaining from the exercise of all powers not clearly grented by 
the constitution | 

JAMES K. POLK. 

Waswneton, December 15, 1847. | 
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AN ACT to provide for continuing & certain public work in the EE of Wisconsin, 
and for other dioe 


Be tt aade by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That a sum of 
money be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of 
ba unappropriated money in the treasury, sufficient for the follow- 

purposes, viz: 
or the harbor at Milwaukie, six thousand dollars. 

For the continuation of the breakwater structure at Burlington, 
on Lake Champlain, six thousand dollars. 

For the continuatjon of the breakwater structure at Plattsburg, 
on Lake Champlain, six thousand dollars. 

For the repairs and working of the steam dredge, on Lake Cham- 
plain, five thousand dollars. 

For the improvement of the harbor at Port Ontario, on Lake 
Ontario, three thousand dollars. 

For the improvement of the harbor at Oswego, on Lake Ontario, 
ten thousand dollars. 

For the improvement of Big Sodus bay, on Lake Ontario. four 
thousand dollars. 

For the improvement of the. harbor at the Ge of Genesee 
river, on Lake Ontario, six thousand dollars. 

For the improvement of the Oak Orchard harbor, State of New 
York, three thousand dollars. 

For the construction of a dredge-boat for Lake Ontario, twelve 
thousand dollars. 

For repairing the harbor at Buffalo, on Lake Erie, and the con- 
tinuation of the sea-wall for the protection of the — twenty- 
Bee thousand dollars. 

For improving the harbor at Dunkirk, on Lake Erie, five thou- 
sand dollars. 

For improving the harbor at Erie, on Lake Erie, twelve thou- 
sand dollars. 

185 improving Grand river.harbor, on Lake Erie, three thousand 
dollars. 

For improving the harbor at Cleveland, on Lake Erie, ten thou- 
sand dollars. 

For improving the harbor at Sandusky city, on Lake Erie, six 
thousand dollars. , 

For the i EISE the. river Raisin harbor, on Lak? Erie, five 
thousand dollars i 

For constructing a dredge-boat, to be used on Lake Erie, twelve 
thousand dollars. Í 

For improving the harbor at St. Joseph, on Lake Michigan six 
thousand dollars. ) 

For improving the harbor at Michigan City. on L 
twelve Tu a re E d ge Michigan, 

For improving the harbor at Chicago, on Lake 
1 zi EM SE 
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For constructing a dredge-boat, to be used on Lake Michigan, 
twelve thousand dollars. : ' 

.For constructing a breakwater structure at Stamford Ledge, 
Maine, six thousand dollars. 

For improving the harbor at Boston, seventeen thousand dollars. 

For improving the harbor at Bridgeport, Connecticut, six thou- 
sand dollars. , 

For a survey and examination of the harpor at Newark, New 
Jersey, two thousand dollars. 

For a survey and examination of the harbor at Providence, and 
Block island, Rhode Island, two thousand dollars. 

For completing the Delaware breakwater, thirty thousand dollars. 

For improving the harbor at Baltimore city, ten thousand dollars. 

For a survey and examination of the harbor at Havre de Grace, 
Maryland, fifteen hundred dollars. 

For improving Hog island channel, at Charleston city, South 
Carolina, ten thousand dollars. 

For the improvement of Savannah harbor, and the naval an- 
chorage near Fort Pulaski, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For a survey and examination of the harbor at Mobile, Alabama, 
four thousand dollars. 

For continuing the public works, and removing the obstructions 
in the Hudson river, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For the improvement of the Ohio river, ahove the falls at Louis- 
ville, forty thousand dollars. 

For the improvement of the Ohio river, below the falls at Louis- 
ville, and of the Mississippi, Missouri, and Arkansas rivers, one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars: Provided, That of this a sum, not 
to exceed twenty-five thousand dollars, may be applied to the i im- 
provement of the Mississippi river at St. Louis, in the discretion of 
the Secretary of War. 

For removing the raft of Red river, and for the improvement of 
said river, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For repairs and preservation of harbor works heretofore con- 
structed on the Atlantic coast, ten thousand dollars. 

For the removal of obstructions to the navigation at the entrance’ 
of Newark harbor, New Jersey, ten thousand dollars. 

JOHN W. DAVIS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
G. M. DALLAS, 
President of the Senate. 


I certify that this act originated in the House of Representatives. 
B. FRENCH, Clerk, 
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1790.—Chapter 43. 


AN ACT declaring the assent of a to certain acts of the States of Maryland, 
orgia, and Rhode Island and Providence Plantations. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent 
of Congress be, and is hereby, declared to the operation of the 
acts of the several States, hereinafter mentioned, so far as the same 
relate to the levying a duty on the tonnage of ships and vessels 
for the purposes therein mentioned, until the tenth day of January 
next, that is to say: an act of the general assembly of the Stdte 
of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, at their session held 
in January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety, entitled “An 
act to incorporate certain persons by the name of the River Ma- 
chine Company, in the town of Providence, and for other purposes 
therein mentioned;? and also an act of the general assembly of the 
State of Maryland,,at their session in April, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-three, entitled“ An act appointing wardens for the 
port of Baltimore town, in Baltimore county; as, also, another act 
of the general assembly of the same State, passed at their session 
in November one thousand seven. hundred and eighty-eight, en- 
titled “ A supplement to the act entitled an act appointing war- 
dens for the port of Baltimore, in Baltimore county;“ and also 
an act of the State of Georgia for levying and appropriating 
a duty on tonnage, for the purpose of clearing the river Savan- = 
nah, and removing the wrecks and other obstructions therein. 

Approved, August 11, 1790. 


1791.— Chapter 3. 


AN ACT to continue an act entitled “An aet declaring the assent of Congress to certain 

acts of the States of Maryland, Georgia, and Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 

` so far as the same respects the States of Georgia and Rhode Island and Providence Plan- 
tations. : 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the act 
passed at the last session of Congress, entitled“ An act declaring ' 
the assent of Congress to certain acts of the States of Maryland, 
Georgia, and Rhode Island and Providence plantations,” shall be 
continued, and is hereby declared to be in full force, so far as the 
same respects the States of Georgia and Rhode Island and Provi- 
dence Plantations, for the further term of one year, and from thence 
to the end of the next session of Congress, and no longer. 
Approved, January 10, 1791. 
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1791.—Chapter 5. 


e 


AN ACT declaring the consent of Congress to a certain act of the State of Maryland. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Uunited States of America in Congress assembled; That the con- 
sent of Congress be, and is hereby, granted and declared to the ope- 
ration of an act of the general assembly of Maryland, made and 
passed at a session begun and held at the city of Annapolis, on the 
first Monday of November last, entitled An act to empower the 
wardens of the port of Baltimore to levy and collect the duty 
therein mentioned,” until the tenth day of January next, and from 
thence until the end of the then next session of Congress, and no 
longer. 

Approved, February 9, 1891. 


,1792.— Chapter 10. 


AN ACT declaring the consent of Congress to a certain act of the State of Maryland, and 
_ to continue for a longer time, an act declaring the assent of Congress to certain acts of the 
States of Maryland, Georgia, and Rhode Island and Providence plantations, so far as the 

same respects the States of Georgia and Rhode Island and Providence plantations. 


Be st enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
consent of Congress be, and is hereby, granted and declared to 
the operation of an act of the general assembly of Maryland; made 
and passed at a session begun and held at the city of Annapolis, on 
the first Monday of November last, entitled “An act to empower ` 
the wardens of the port of Baltimore to levy and collect the duty 
` therein mentioned. | 
.  Szc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the act entitled “An act de- 

claring the assent of Congress to certain acts of the States of Ma- 
ryland, Georgia, and Rhode Island and Providence plantations,” 
shall be continued, and is hereby declared. to be in full force, so 
far as the same respects the States of Georgia, and Rhode Island 
and Providence plantations. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be, and 
continue in full force for the term of three years, and from thence 
to the end of the next session of Congress and no longer. 

Approved, March 19, 1792. 


$ t 


, 


1794.—Chapter 61. 


AN ACT declaring the consent of Congress to an act of the State of Maryland, passed the 
twenty-eight of December, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, for the appoint- 
ment of a health officer. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
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consent of Congress be, and is hereby, granted and declared to 
the operation of an act of the general assembly of Mary land, pass ed 
the twenty-eight day of December, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-three, entitled “An act to appoint a health officer for 
the port of Baltimore, in Baltimore county,“ so far as to enable 
the State aforesaid to collect a duty of one cent per ton on all ves- 
sels coming into the district of Baltimore from any foreign voyage, 
for the purposes in the said act intended. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue in 
force until the end of. the next session of Congress and no longer. 

Approved, June 9, 1794. 


1795.—Chapter 37. 


AN ACT to continue in force for u limited time the acts therein mentioned. 


Be enacted by the Senate and House of - Representatives of the 
United States of Amertca in Congress assembled, That the act en- 
‘titled An act declaring the consent of Congress to an act of the 
State of Maryland, passed the twenty-eight of December, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, for the appointment of a 
health officer;? and also the act entitled “An act supplementary 
to the act for the establishment and support of light-houses, 
beacons, buoys, and public piers, so far as the same provides for 
defraying the necessary expense of supporting light-houses, bea- 
cons, buoys, and public piers, and the stakeage of channels on the 
sea coast; and also so much of the act entitled“ An act to pro- 
vide for mitigating or remitting the penalties and forfeitures ac- 
cruing under the revenue laws in certain cases, and to make further ` 
provision for the payment of pensions to invalids,” as relates to 
mitigating or remitting the penalities and forfeitures accruing 
under the revenue laws in certain cases, be, and the same are 
hereby, continued in force until the end of the next session of Con- 
gress and no longer. 


Approved, March 2, 1795. 


1796.—Chapter 23. 


AN: ACT to continue in force, for a limited time, art act entitled“ An act declaring the con- 
seut of Congress to an act of the State of Maryland, passed the twenty-eighth day of De- 
Cie one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, for the appointment of & health 
OË ꝛer. I 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
consent of Congress be, and is hereby, granted and declared to the 
operation of the act of the general assembly of Maryland, passed 
on the twenty-eighth day of December, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-three, entitled “ An act to appoint a health officer for the 
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port of Baltimore in Baltimore county,” so far asto enable the State 
aforesaid to collecta duty of one cent per ton on all vessels coming 
into the district of Baltimore from a foreign voyage, for the pur- 
poses in the said act intended. 

Sec. 2. And be tt further enacted, That this act shall be in force 
for one year, and from thence to the end of the next session of 
Congress thereafter, and no longer. 

Approved, May 6, 1796. 


1796.—Chapt.r 26. 


AN ACT declaring the consent of Congress to a certain act of the State of Maryland, and to 
continue an act declaring the assent bf Congress to certain acts of the States of Maryland, 
Georgia, and Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, so far as the same respects the 
States of Georgia and Rhode Island and Providence Plantations. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representptives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the con- 
sent of Congress be, and is hereby, granted and declared to the 
Operation of an act of the genera) assembly of Maryland, made 
and passed at a session begun and held at the city of Annapolis, 
on the first Monday of November, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety- one, entitled ** An act empowering the wardens 
of the port of Baltimore to levy and collect the duty therein men- 
tioned.” 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the act entitléd “ An act 
declaring the assent of Congress to certain acts of the States of 
Maryland, Georgia and Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 
shall be continued, and is hereby declared to be in full force, so 
far as the same respects tre States of Georgia and Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantations. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That this act shall beand con- 
tinue in force for the term of three years, and from thence to the ` 
end of the next session of Congress thereafter, and no longer. 

Approved, May 12, 1796. 


' 1798.— Chapter 22. 


z 


AN ACT declaring the consent of Congress to an act of the State of Maryland, passed the 
twenty-eighth day of December, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, for the ap- 
pointment of a health officer. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
consent of Congress be, and is hereby, granted and declared to the 
operation of an act of the general assembly of Maryland, passed 
the twenty-eighth day o£ December, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety three, entitled “ An act to appoint a health officer for 
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the port of'Baltimore, in Baltimore county, so far as to enable the 
State, aforesaid, to collect a duty of one cent per ton on all vessels 
coming into the district of Baltimore from any foreign voyage, for 
the purposes in the said act intended. | 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force 
for one year from the passing thereof, and from thence to the end 
of the next session of Congress thereafter, and no longer. 

Approved, March 27, 1798. 


1798. Chapter 21. É 


AN ACT declaring the consent of Congress to an act of the commonwealth of Massachu. 
setts. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent 
of Congress be, and hereby is, granted and declared to the operation 
of an act of the legislature of the commonwealth. of Massachusetts, 
made and passed the second day of February, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-eight, entitled“ An act to incorporate Tobias 
Lord, Oliver Keating, Thatcher Goddard, and others, fór the pur- 
pose of keeping in repair a pier at the mouth of Kennebunk river, 
and to grant them a duty for reimbursing the expense of erecting 
the same.)“ 
Approved, March 27, 1798. 


) 


1800.—Chapter 15. 


AN ACT declaring the assent of N to certain acts of the States of Maryland and 
eorgia. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent 
of Congress be, and is hereby, granted to the operation of an act 
of the general assembly of the State of Maryland, passed on the 
twenty-sixth day of December, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-one, entitled“ An act empowering the wardens of the port 
of Baltimore to levy and collect the duty therein mentioned," and 
also, to so much of an act of the State of Georgia, passed February 
the tenth, one thousand seven hundred and eighty. seven, entitled 
An act for regulating the trade, laying duties on all goods, wares, 
liquors, merchandize, and negroes, imported into this State, and 
also an impost on the tonnage of shipping, and for other purposes 
therein mentioned,” as authorizes a duty of three pence per ton on 
all shipping entering the port of Savannah, to be set apart as a 
fund for clearing the river Savannah. "i 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be and 
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continue in force until the third day of March, one thousand eight 


hundred and eight, and no longer. 
Approved, March 17, 1800. 


1801.—Chapter 12. 


AN ACT declaring the consent of Congress to an act of the State of Maryland, passed the 
twenth-eighth day of December, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, for the 
appointment of a health officer. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent 
of Congress be, and is hereby, granted and declared to the opera- 
tion of the act of the general assembly of Maryland, passed the 
twenty-eighth day of December, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-three, entitled“ An act to appoint a health officer for the 
port of Baltimore, in Baltimore county,? so far as to enable the 
State aforesaid to collect a duty of one cent per ton on all vessels 
coming into the district of Baltimore from a foreign voyage, for 
the purposes in said act intended. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force 
for three years from the passing thereof, and from thence to the 
end of the next session of Congress thereafter, and no longer. 

Approved, February 27, 1801. 


1804.— Chapter 22. 


AN ACT declaring the assent of Congress to an act of the general assembly of Virginia, 
therein mentioned. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives.of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the assent 
of Congress is hereby given and declared to an act of the general 
assembly of Virginia, entitled, ** An act for improving the naviga- 
tion of James river,” which act was passed on the twenty-third 
day of January, in the year one thousand ‘eight hundred and four. 

Approved, March 16, 1804. 
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1805.— Chapter 19. 


AN ACT to continue in force “An act declaring the consent of Congress to an act of the State 
of Maryland, pa ;sed on the twenty-eighth day of December one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-three, for the appointment of a health officer." 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent 
of Congress be, and is hereby, granted and declared to the 
operation of an act of the zenada assembly of Maryland, passed 
the twenty-eighth day of December, one thousand seven hun- 
‘dred and ninety-three, entitled, “An act to appoint a health 
officer for the port of Baltimore, in Baltimore county, so far as to 
enable the State aforesaid to collect a duty of one cent per ton on 
all vessels coming into the district of Baltimore from a foreign 
voyage, for the purposes in said act intended. | 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force 
. for nine years from the passing thereof, and from thence to the end 
of the next session of Congress thereafter, and no longer. 

. Approved, March 1, 1805. 


1806. Chapter 12. 


AN ACT declaring the consent of Congress to an act of the State of Pennsylvania, entitled, 
An act to empower the board of wardens for the port of Philadelphia to collect a cer- 
tain duty on tonnage, for the purposes therein mentioned." 


Be it enacted by the S«nate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent 
of Congress be, and it is hereby, granted and declared to the ope- 
ration of an act of the legislature of ,Pennsylvania, passed on the . 
first day of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
five, entitled, “An act to empower the board of wardens for the 
port of Philadelphia to collect a certain duty on tonnage for the 
purposes therein mentioned,“ so far as to enable the State of Penn- 
sylvania to collect a duty of four cents per ton on all vessels 
Which shall clear out from the port of Philadelphia for any foreign 
port or place whatever, to be expended in building piers in, and 
otherwise improving the navigation of the river Delaware, agree- 
ably to the intentions of the;said act. 

Approved, Fehruewy 28, 1806. 


` 
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1806.—Chapter 17. 


AN ACT declaring the consent of Congress, to an act of the State of South Carolina passed 
on the twenty-first day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and four, so far as the same relates to authorizing the city council of Charlestqn to impose 
and collect a duty on the tonnage of vessels from foreign ports. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent 
of Congress be, and is hereby, granted and declared to the opera- 
tion of an act of the general assembly of the State of South Caro- 
lina, passed the twenty-first day of December, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and four, entitled “ An act to 
authorize the city council of Charleston; with the consent of Con- 
gress, to impose and levy a duty on the tonnage of ships and ves- 
sels for the purposes therein mentioned, so far as the same extends 
to authorizing the city council of Charleston to impose and levy a 
duty, not exceeding six cents per ton, on all ships and vessels of 
the United States which shall arrive and be entered in the port of 
Charleston from any foreign port or place whatever. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the collector of Charles- 
ton is hereby authorized to collect the duty imposed by this act, 
and to pay the same to such persons as shall be authorized to re- 
ceive the same by the city council of Charleston. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force 
for three years, and from thence: to the end of the next session of 
Congress thereafter, and no longer. 

Approved, March 28, 1806. , 


. 1808.— Chapter 47. 


AN ACT to revive and continue in force, * An act declaring the assent of Congress to cer- 
tain acts of the States of Maryland and Georgia." 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the act 
which passed on the seventeenth day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred, entitled“ An act declaring the assent of Con- 
gress to certain acts of the States of Maryland and Georgia,” be 
and the same is hereby revived and continued in force until the 
third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

Approved, April 20, 1808. 


1809.— Chapter 5. 


AN ACT to continue in force “An act declaring the assent of Congress to a certain act of 
the State of South Carolina, passed the twenty-first day of December, one thousand eight 
hundred and fuur.” I 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the act of 
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the twenty-eighth of March, one thousand eight hundred and six, 
entitled“ An act declaring the. consent of Congress to an act of 
the State of South Carolina passed on the twenty-first day of De- 
cember, one thousand eight hundred and four, so far as the same 
relates to authorizing the city council of Charleston to impose and 
collect a duty on the tonnage of vessels from foreign ports,” be, 
and the same is hereby, continued in force from the passage of this 
act for five years, and thence to the end of the next session of Con- 
gress thereafter, and no longer. 
Approved, June 15, 1809. y 


d 


1811.—Chapter 36. 


AN ACT declaring the consent of Congress to an act of the State of Georgia, passed the 
twelfth day of December, one thousand eight hundred and four, ‘‘ establishing the fees of 
the harbor master and health officer of the ports of Savannah and St. Mary’s.” 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent 
of Congress be, and hereby is, granted and declared to the opera- 
tion of an act of the legislature of Georgia, passed the twelfth of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and four, establishing the 
fees of the harbor master and health officer of the ports of Savan- 
nah and St. Mary’s. r 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force 
for one year, and no longer. | 

Approved, March 2, 1811. 


1813.—Chapéer 53. 


AN ACT to revive and continue in force "7 An act declaring the consent of Congress to an 
act of the State of Georgia, passed the twelfth day of December, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and four, establishing the fees of the harbor master aud health officer of the ports of 
Savannah and St. Mary's." 


Bé it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the act of 
Congress, passed the second day of March, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eleven, entitled. “ An act declaring the consent of Con- 
gress to an act of the State of Georgia, passed the twelfth day of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and four, establishing the 
fees of the harbor master and health officer of the ports of Savan- 
nah and St. Mary's,“ be, and the same is hereby, revived and con- 
tinued in force for one year, and from thence to the end of the next 
session of Congress, and no longer. 

Approved, March 3, 1813. 
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1814. — Chapter 60. 


AN ACT to revive" and continue in force '* An act declaring the assent of Congress to eer- 
tain acts of the States of Maryland and Georgia." 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the act which 
passed the seventeenth day of March, one thousand eight hundred, 
‘entitled “ An act declaring the assent of Congress to certain acts 
of the States of Maryland and Georgia,“ be, and the same is hereby, 
revived and contained in force until the third day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-two: Provided, That nothing 
herein contained shall authorize the demand of any duty on tonnage 
on vessels propelled by steam employed in the transportation of 
passengers. | | 

Approved, Apri] 16, 1814. ` ` 


1816.-4- Chapter 163. 


AN ACT declaring the consent of Congress to acts of the State of South Carolina, autho- 
ria ing the city councit of Charleston to impose and collect a duty on the tonnage of ves- 
sels from foreign ports, and to acts of the State of Georgia, authorizing the imposition 
and collection of & duty on the tonnage of vessels in the ports of Savannah and St. Mary's. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent 
of Congress be, and is hereby, granted and declared to the operation 
of any act of the general assembly of the State of South Carolina, 
now in existence, or which may hereafter be passed, so far as the 
same extends, or may extend to authorize the city council of 
Charlestom to impose and levy a duty, not exceeding ten cents per 
ton, on all ships and vessels of the United States which shall arrive 
and be entered in the port of Charlegton from any foreign port or 
place, for the purpose of providing a fund for the temporary relief 
and maintenance of sick or disabled seamen in the marine hospital 
of the said port of Charleston. | | 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the collector of the said. 
port of Charleston be, and he is hereby, authorized to collect the 
duties imposed, or authorized to he imposed by this act, and to pay 
the same to such persons as shall be authorized to receive the same 
by the city council of Charleston. | l 

Sec.: 3. And be it further enacted, That the consent of Congress 
be, and is hereby, granted and declared to the operation of any act 
of the general assembly of the State of Georgia, now in existence, 
or which may hereafter be passed, so far as the same extends, or 
may extend, to authorize the levying and collecting a tonnage duty, 
hot exceeding two cents per ton, upon coasting vessels, and four . 
cents per ton upon vessels from foreign ports, arriving at and en- 
tering the ports of Savannah and St. Mary's, for the purpose of 
providing a fund for the payment of the fees of the harbor master 
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acts shall not contain provisions inconsistent with the operation 
and hcalth officer of those ports respectively: Provided, The said 
of any laws of the United States, made in executjon of existing 
treaties. ER 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force 
for five years, and from thence to the end of the next session of 
Congress thereafter, and no longer. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


1816.—Chapter 77. 


AN ACT declaring the assent of Congress to an act of the general assembly of the 
State of Virginia ! 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States af America in Congress assembled, That the assent 
of Congress is hereby given and declared to an act of the general 
assembly of Virginia, entitled “ An act incorporating a company 
for the purpose of improving the navigation of James river from 
Warwick to Rockett’s Landing,“ Which act was passed on the 
twenty-second day of February, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and sixteen. | i 

Approved, April 96, 1816. 


` 


1817.— Chapter 959. 


AN ACT for the relief of sick and disabled American seamen. 


Whereas, the hospital money collected at the port of Wilmington 
in this State under the acts of Congress is insufficient for the 
purposes designed: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the master 
or owner of every ship or vessel of the United States shall, before 
such ship or vessel shall be admitted to enter from a foreign port, 
render to the collector of the customs for the port of Wilmington 
a true account of the number of -seamen that shall have been em- 
ployed on board such vessel since she was last entered at any port 
of the United States; and shall pay to the said collector at the 
rate of thirty cents per month, for each and every officer and sea- 

man so employed; which sum he is authorized to retain out of the 
wages of such seaman. | l 

Sec 2. Be it further enacted, That the collector of Wilming- 
ton shall not grant to any ship or vessel, whose enrollnient or 
license for carrying on the coasting trade has expired, a new enroll- 
ment or license, before the master of such ship or vessel shall first 
render a true account of the number of seamen and the time they 
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have been severally employed on board such ship or vessel during 
the continuance of the license which has so expired, and pay the 
said collector thirty cents per month for each and every officer and 
seaman so employed as aforesaid; which sum the said master is 
hereby authorized to retain out of the wages of such seaman; and, 
if such master shall render a false account of thé number of men 
and length of time they have been severally employed, as herein 
required, he shall forfeit and pay one hundred dollars. | 

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That the person designated by the 
President of the United States as the agent or director of the 
marine hospital of the United States for the port of Wilmington, 
in co-operation with the commissioner of the town of Wilmington, 
and the wardens of the poor for the county of New Hanover, shall 
have the appropriaticn of the aforesaid sum for the relief of sick 
and disabled seamen; Provided, That no crew coming into said 
port with the small-pox, or other contagious disorder, shall be 
entitled to any benefit thereof. | 

Sec. 4. Bett further enacted, That the collector of the port of 
Wilmington aforesaid, shall, at the first county court for the county 
of New Hanover, which shell happen after this act takes effect, 
enter into bond, with sufficient security, in the penalty of two 
thousand dollars, payable to the governor and his successors, with 
condition for the due and faithful accounting for and paying all 
such sums of money as shall or may come to his hands, by virtue 
of this act; and that he shall render such account yearly to the 
treasurer of the State, exhibiting the amount received and paid for 
the relief and support of sick and disabled American seamen; and 
that he shall pay to the said treasurer, at the end of each and 
every year, the balance remaining in his hands; which sum; paid 
paid over to the treasurer, shall remain in the treasury, forming a 
fund to be applied, under direction of the governor, in addition to 
such funds as may hereafter be appropriated by the United States, 
for the erecting and supporting a marine: hospital in the town of 
Wilmington; and, if said collector fails to pay over and account 
for said money, he shall forfeit and pay eight hundred dollars; to 
be recovered in any court of record in this State. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the collector of, Wil- 
mington aforesaid, for bis trouble in collecting and paying over the 
money aforesaid, shall be entitled to deduct therefrom a commission 
of two and a half per cent. : | 

Sec. 6. And be it further enqcted, That all acts and clauses of 
acts coming within the meaning and purview of this act, and con- 
trary thereto, so far as respects the port of Wilmington is, and are 
hereby, repealed and made void; and this act shall not be in force 
until the.same is ratified an confirmed by an act of Congress of 
the United States. | 

[Confirmed for five years by. act of Congress of 4th April, 1818, 
chapter 36. -E | | 


-~ 
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N 


AN ACT declaring the consent of Congress to an act of the State of North Carolina for the 
relief of sick and disabled American seamen. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the assent 
of Congress be, and hereby is, granted and declared to an act of 
the legislature of the State of. North Carolina, entitled "An act 
for the relief of sick and. disabled American seamen,” and passed 
on the twenty-third day of December last; and the said act is 
hereby ratified and confirmed. , | 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force 
for five years, and nó longer. x 

Approved, April 4, 1818. 


1822.— Chapter 99. 


AN ACT to revive and continue in force “An act declaring the assent of Congress :o cer- 
^ tain acts of the States of Maryland aud Georgia." 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the act 
passed on the seventh day of March, one thousand eight hundred, 
entitled“ An act declaring the assent of Congress to certain acts of 
the States of Maryland and Georgia," and which, by subsequent 
acts, has been revived and continued in force until the third day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-tw^, be, and the 
same hereby is, revived and continued in force until the third da 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight: Provided, 
That nothing herein contained shall authorise the demand of a duty 
on tonnage on vessels propelled by steam, employed in the trans- 
portation of passengers. 

Approved, April 20, 1822. 


' 1822.— Chapter 61. 


AN ACT to continue in force ‘‘An act declaring the consent of Congress to acts of the 
State of South Carolina, authorising the city council of Charleston to impose and collect a 
duty on tonnage of vessels from foreign ports; and to acts of the State of Georgia, author- 
ising the imposition and collection of a duty on nage of vessels in the ports of Savannah 
and St. Mary's." | l 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the act en-. 
titled “An act declaring the consent of Congress to acts of the 
State of South Carolina, authorising the city council of Charleston. 
to impose and collect a duty on the tonnage of vessels from foreign 
ports; and to acts of the State of Georgia, authorising the imposi- 
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tion and collection of a duty on the tonnage of vessels in the ports 
of Savannah and St. Mary’s,” passed the twenty-ninth day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, shall be, and the same ig 
hereby, continued in force for three years, and to the end of the 
next session of Congress thereafter: Provided always, and it is 
- Aereby further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the city council 
of Charleston, and the collectors of the ports of Savannah and St. 
Mary's, to transmit to the Secretary of the Treasury an annual ac- 
count of the sums collected, and the application of the same 
for the purposes aforesaid. ; 
Approved, May 7, 1622. 


AIS eege a 


1£24.—Chapt«s 65. 


‘AN ACT declaring the assent of Congress to certain acts of the State of Alabama. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the assent 
of Congress be, and hereby is, granted to the operation of an act 
of the general assembly of the State of Alabama, passed on the 
thirtieth day of December, one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
three, entitled “An act to improve the navigation of the Coosa 
river, and to aid in its connexion with the Tennessee wa- 
ters; and also to an act passed on the thirty-first day of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, entitled 
(An act to improve the navigation of the Tennessee river.” 

Approved, May 13, 1824. 


1825.—Chapter 20. 


AN ACT declaring the assent of Congress to an act of the general assembly of Virginia, 
therein mentioned. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the assent 
of Congress is hereby given and declared to an act of the general 
E of Virginia, entitled“ An act incorporating a company 
for the purpose of improving the navigation. of the Appomattox 
river from Pocélioutas bridge to Broadway,“ passed on the eighth 
day of December, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four. 

Approved, March 3, 1825. | 

3 
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1828.— Chapter 110. 


AN ACT declaring the assent of Congress to an act of the State of Alabama. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

United States of America in Congress assembled, That the assent 
. of Congress be, and hereby is, granted to the operation of an act 

of the general assembly of the State of Alabama, passed on the 

tenth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 

seven, entitled“ An act to incorporate the Cahawba Navigation 

Company.” | ‘ 

Approved, May 24, 1828. 


1828.—Chapter 15. 


f 
AN ACT to revive and continue in force “ An act declaring the assent of Congress te a 
. certain act of Maryland." 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the act 
. passed the seventeen day of March, in the year one thousand eight 

hundred, entitled ** An act declaring the assent of Congress to cer- 
tain acts of the States of Maryland and Georgia,” and which by 
subsequent acts has been revived and continued in force until the 
third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight, 
be, and the same, so far as it relates to the act of Maryland, here- 
by is, revived and continued in force until the third day of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight: Provided, That 
nothing herein contained shall authorize the demand of a duty on 


tonnage on vessels propelled by steam, employed in the transporta- 
tion of passengers. 


Approved, March 10, 1828. 


1832.—Chapter 197. 


AN ACT giving the assent of Congress to an act of the le islatare of North Carolina, eati- 
tled An act to incorporate a company entitled, * The Roanoke Inlet Company,’ and for 


other purposes," and also to an aot amendatory thereof, which passed one 
bundred and twenty eight. | 


usand eight 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the assent 
of Congress be, and tue same is hereby, given, so far as the same 
may be necessary to the validity thereof, to an act of the legisla- 
ture of the State of North Carolina, entitled“ An act to incorpo- 
rate a company entitled the Roanoke Inlet Company, and for other 
purposes;” and also to an act of the said legislature to amend the 


former, which passed in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-eight. 
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Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the assent héreby given 
to the several acts aforesaid shall be deemed and taken to extend 
to the provisions of any act which may be passed by the legislature 
of the State of North Carolina, to revive, amend, or carry into full 
effect the purpose of the acts aforesaid, so far as the assent of Con- 
gress may be deemed essential to the validity thereof. 

Approved, July 13, 1832. 


1838.— Chapter 34. 
AN ACT to oontinue in force an aot therein mentioned, relating to the port ef Baltimore. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of, the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the act pass- ` 
ed the seventeenth day of March, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred, entitled ** An act declaring the assent of Congress to cer- 
tain acts of the States of Maryland and Georgia," and which, by 
subsequent acts, has been revived and continued in force until the 
third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight be, 
and the same, so far as it relates to the act of Maryland, is hereby re- 
vived and continued in force until the third day otf March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-three: Provided, That nothing herein 
contained shall authorize the demand of a duty or tonnage on ves- 
sels propelled by steam, employed in the transportation of pas- 
sengers. | 


Approved, March 19, 1838. 


1843.— Chapter 45. 


AN ACT to continue in force an aot therein mentioned, relating to the port of Baltimore. 


Be it enacted by the Senat» and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the act 
passed on. the seventeenth day of March, one thousand eight hun- 
dred, entitled “An act declaring the assent of Congress to certain 
acts of the States of Maryland and Georgia,” and which by subse- 
quent acts have been revived and continued in force until the third 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred ani forty-three, be, and 
the same, so far as it relates to the State of Maryland, is hereby, 
revived and continued in force until the first day of June, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty: Provided, That nothing 
herein contained shall authorize the demand of any duty on ton- 
nage on vessels propelled by steam, employed in the transportation 
of passengers. 


Approved, February 24, 1843. 
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AN ACT toincorporate certain persons by the name of the River Machine Company, in the 
town of Providence, and for other purposes herein mentioned. 


Whereas, sundry persons have petitioned this assembly for an act 
of incorporation, whereby they may be enabled to promote cer- 
tain purposes hereinafter mentioned, therefore, 

. Be it enacted by this general assembly, and by the authority 
thereof it is hereby enacted, That Messieurs Moses Brown, Wel- 
come Arnold, Joseph Nightingale, John Innis Clark, Cyprian 
Sterry, George Corlis, Thomas L. Halsey, Isaac Brown, Daniel 
Tillinghast, Obadiah Brown, Nicholas Brown, George Benson, 
John Mumford, Joseph Martin, Samuel Butler, Amos Atwell, Zeph- 
aniah Brown, Reuben Potter, Benjamin Tallman, John Jenckes, 

David Anthony, Joseph Russell, William Russell, Philip Allen, 
Zachariah Allen, Jonathan Arnold, John Brown, John Francis and 

"Edward Thurber, and their associates, be, and they hereby are, 
"made and constituted a body corporate and politic, in fact and 

‘name, by the name of the River Machine Company, for the pur- 

pose of clearing and deepening the channel of Providence river, 
and making the same more navigable. 

And whereas, the persons aforenamed have agreed to raise among 
themselves, by subscription, the sum of onethousand Spanish milled 
dollars, divided into forty equal shares, to be applied in the pur- 
chase of materials for the building of a machine called a mud en- 
gine, for the purpose of clearing the said river and rendering the 
same more navigable, as aforesaid, It is therefore further enacted, 
That the persons aforesaid, their associates and successors, be em- 
powered, as a body politic and incorporate, to have and to hold 
the aforesaid sum, or any greater sum; Provided, The same shall be 
raised by subscription among themselves, and be thought necessary 
to effect the laudable purpose of their association, as a fund appropri- 
ated for the purpose of procuring a machine or machines, as aforesaid, 
keeping the same in repair, and working the same in deepening, 

. clearing, and making Providence river more navigable, and that 
the aforesaid machine or machines be vested in the said company, 

‘their associates and successors. 

Jt is further enacted, That the aforesaid River Machine Com- 
pany shall be, and hereby is declared to be, a body corporate, ca- 
pable in law to sue and be sued, to plead and be impleaded, to an- 

Geer and be answered unto, to defend and be defended against in 
all courts and places, and before all proper judges whatsoever, in all 
and singular suit and suits, causes and actions, of what kind soever, 

‘in the fullest and completest manner; and, that the said company 
be empowered to make from time to time such needful acts, by - 
laws, rules, and regulations, for the management of their business, 

and for the effecting the purposes of their association, as they may 

judge proper; Provided, The same shall not be repugnant to the 
awe of the State. | ` 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the 
members of the said company shall be empowered to vote in al] 
meetings of the said company according to the number of shares 
in the funds owned by the said members; that is to say, each mema- 
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ber owning a sngle share shall have one vote; and if two or more 
shares, one vote for each additional share; that there shall be a 
meeting of said company in the said town of Providence on the 
fourth Monday in January, yearly and every year, at which time, 
for the better ordering and managing the affairs of the said com- 
pany, they shall, out of their own body politic, by a majority of 
members present, to be determined by a majority of shares, as afore- 
said, elect a president, a treasurer, and secretary, and such other 
officers as they shall judge necessary; and, that the owner or own- 
ers of five shares shall have power to call a meeting of the said 
company,at any time when it may by such owner or owners be 
thought needful. 

And be it further enacted, That any number of proprietors own- 
ing thirteen shares, being convened at any regular meeting or meet- 
ings properly notified, are hereby declared to be a quorum of the ` 
said company. i 

And be it further enacted, That, in order to reimburse the afore- 
said company the money which shall be raised and applied by them 
in the procuring the said mud engine, and working the same in 
clearing the said river, and making the same more navigable as 
aforesaid, there be levied on all vessels, of the burthen of sixty tons 
and upwards, (those laden with wood and lumber excepted,) arriv- 
ing in the port of Providence after the passage of this act, a duty 
of two cents per ton; that the said duty be collected, on the arrival 
of such vessel, by the collector of Providence district for the time 
being; that the same be paid monthly by such ccllector to the- 
treasurer of the said company, to be appropriated to replace and 
repay to the said company the money which shall be advanced by 
them for the purposes aforesaid; and that such collector receive 
the same allowance for collecting and paying the said duty as he 
is entitled to receive for collecting the tonnage duty to be levied 
by an act of this assembly, passed at the session in September last. 

And it is further enacted. That the said duty or tonnage be 
levied, collected, and paid, as aforesaid, for the term of twenty 
years; and if, at the expiration of that time, the produce of the 
said duty shall exceed the disbursements of the said company, the 
surplus shall be appropriated to other improvements of the naviga- 
tion of the said river under the direction of the said company. 


Strate or RuopE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS: 


I, Henry Bowen, secretary of said State and keeper of the re- 
cords and the seal thereof, do certify that. the foregoing is a true 
copy of an act passe by the general assembly of said State at its 
session in January, A. D. seventeen hundred and ninety; duly 
compared with the record thereof in this office. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 
. s.] the seal of said State, at Providence, this nineteenth day 


of October, A. D. 1846. 
HENRY BOWEN. 
[Fees, $1 50.] 
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AN ACT to incorporate Tobias Lord, Oliver Keating, Thatcher Goddard, and others, for 
the purpose of keeping in repair a pier at the mouth of Kennebunk river, and to grant 
them a duty for reimbursing the expense of erecting the same. 


Whereas, the building the pier of the mouth of Kennebunk river 
has been found to be of great utility, by rendering the passing 
in and out of said river less difficult and dangerous, and whereas 
the said Tobias Lord, Oliver Keating, and Thatcher Goddard, on 
behalf of themselves and associates, have petitioned this court 
for an act of incorporation: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in gen- 
eral court assembled, and by the authority of the same, That Tobias 
Lord, Oliver Keating, and Thatcher Goddard, together with such 
others as now are, or who may hereafter become, proprietors of 
the said pier, be, aud they are hereby, made and constituted a body 
politic and corporate, by the name of the Proprietors of the Ken- 
nebunk Pier; and by that name may sue and be sued, to final judg- 
ment and execution, and may do and suffer all matters and things 
which bodies politic may or ought to do and suffer; and may have 
and use a common seal, and the same break and alter at pleasure. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That, for the purpose of reim- 
bursing the said proprietors the money by them expended, or to 
be expended, in building and supporting said pier, a duty upon 
the tonnage of vessels employed in foreign trade, and a duty upon 
the licenses of vessels employed in the coasting trade and fisheries, 
be, and is hereby, granted and established for the sole benefit of 
the said proprietors, not exceeding the rates following, viz: Upon 
all registered vessels passing out of said river, and bound to a for- 
eign port, five cents per ton, to be paid at the time of clearance to 
the collector of the said proprietors, for their use; and the sum of 
ten cents per ton per annum upon all vessels owned in said river, 
employed in the coasting trade and fisheries, to be paid said col- 
lector at the time of. granting or renewing the licenses of said ves- 
sels; and two cents per ton upon all vessels not owned in said 
river, which shall come into the same for the purposes of trade and 
commerce.. , 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That said Tobias Lord, Oliver 
Keating, and Thatcher Goddard, or any two of them, may, by post- 
ing up notifications in some public places in the towns of Arundel 
and Wells, warn and call : meeting of said proprietors, to be 
holden at any suitable time and place after fourteen days from the 
posting of said notifications. And said proprietors, by a majority 
of those present or represented at said meeting, accounting and al- 
lowing one vote to a single share in all cases: Provided, That no 
one proprietor shall be allowed more than ten votes, shall choose à 
clerk who shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of his office. 
And the said proprietors shall also agree upon the method of call- 
ing future meetings; and, at the same time, or any future meeting; 
may elect such officers, and make and establish such rules and by- 
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laws (not repugnant to the laws of the commonwealth or of. the 
United States) as they may think necessary for the regulation of 
the said corporation; and the same rules and by-laws may cause to 
be executed, and may annex penalties to the breach thereof, not ex- 
ceeding ten dollars; and all representations, at any meetings of the 
said corporation, shall be proved by writing, signed by the person 
to be represented, and filed by the clerk; and all rules, regulations, 
by-laws, and proceedings of the said corporation shall be fairly and 
truly recorded by the clerk in a book or books to be provided and 
kept for this purpose. | | 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That any proprietor’s share or shares 
in said pier may be transferred by, and duly executed and recorded 
by the clerk of said corporation; and, when any share or shares of 
said pier shall be attached on mesne process, an attested copy of 
such process shall be left with the said proprietor’s clerk at the 
time of such attachment, otherwise thé same shall be void. 

Sec. 5. Bett further enacted, That the duty herein granted to 
the said proprietors shall commence at the expiration of twenty 
days after the Congress of the United States shall have consented 
thereto, and shall continue to be in force for the benefit of the said 
proprietors, their heirs, and assignees, for the space of ten years, 
subject then to be revised and altered by the legislature of the 
commonwealth; and said pier shall be kept in good repair during 
the whole of said term. . 

This act passed February 2, 1798. 


1805.—Chapter 2579. 


AN ACT to empower the board of wardens for the port of Philadelphia, to collect a cer- 
tain duty on tonnage for the purposes therein mentioned. 


Whereas, it has been represented to the legislature that the ac- 
cess to the port of Philadelphia is considerably obstructed by a 
bar formed in the river Delaware, and that great losses have been 
sustained in consequence of the want of sufficient piers or places 
in said river for the security of vessels in the winter season; 
and whereas the chamber of commerce of the city of Puiladel- 
phia have requested that vessels, employed in the foreign com- 
merce from the port of Philadelphia, should be subjected to the 
payment of a tonnage duty, and the proceeds thereof employed 
in removing the said obstruction and in providing sufficient piers 
or other places of security in the said river, which request it is 
proper to grant; therefore, 


Be st enacted by the Senate amd House of Representatives of the 
commonwealth of Pennsylvania in general assembly met, and it 4s 
Aer eby enacted by the authority of the same, That the master, owner, 
or consignee, of every ship or vessel which shall clear out from 
the port of Philadelphia, for any port or place out of the limits of 
the United States, shall, before the departure of such ship or ves- 
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sel, pay to the board of wardens of the said port, a tonnage duty 
of four cents for every ton which said ship or vessel shall measure, 
according to the rule which is or may be prescribed by the laws of 
the United States for ascertaining the tonnage of ships and ves- 
sels; and if such ship or vessel shall depart from the port before 
the payment aforesaid be made, the master, owner or owners, con- 
signee or consignees thereof, shall pay to the said wardens a sum 
equal to double the amount of the tonnage duty due on such ship 
or vessel, by virtue of this act, which may berecovered in the name 
of the said board, beforeany alderman, justice of the peace, or court 
of justices having lawful jurisdiction of the amount thereof, or the 
the said board may, if they think it expedient, sue for and recover 
as aforesaid, the'tonnage duty due on any ship or vessel after she 
shall have received a clearance and before her departure. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That. 
the said board of wardens shall have power to employ suitable 
persons £o remove the obstructions to the navigation of the river 
Delaware, below the city of Philadelphia, in such manner as to the 
said board shal! seem most proper, and to erect and providesuch piers 
and places as may be deemed necessary for the security of vessels 
navigating the said river, and for that purpose to obtain cessions 
to the commonwealth of the ground necessary for such piers or 
places: Provided, nevertheless, 'That no cession shall be accepted, 
nor purchase made, nor engagements for the removing of obstruc- 
tions, or for the erection of any such piers or places of security 
be entered into, until the said board of wardens shall have sub- 
mitted to the governor of this commonwealth a statement of the 
nature and conditions of the cession or purchase proposed, and the 
plan which they shall have formed for removing the obstructions, 
or providing the piers or places of security, with an estimate of 
the expense thereof, and shall have obtained his consent to carry- 
the same into execution. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the tonnage duties, collected by virtue of this act, shall be 
appropriated by the board of wardens for the purposes aforesaid; 
and that the said board shall have power to borrow for the same 
purposes such sum or sums of money as may be thought necessary, 
on the credit of the said duties. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the said board of wardens shall keep fair and true accounts 
of all their receipts and expenditures under this act, and shall, at 
the expiration of every year, pay over to the State treasurer the 
balance remaining in their hands; and the same shall remain in the 
hands of the treasurer, appropriated for the purposes aforesaid and 
no other, and subject to the .rafts of the said board of wardens; 
and to the end and intent that fair and just accounts shall be kept, 
and settlements made by the said wardens ot all their transactions, 
in pursuance of thisact, they are hereby enjoined and required to 
exhibit true and just accounts of all the moneys received and ex- 
penses incurred by them in the execution of the duties enjoined by 
this act, and at the expiration of every year, to the register gen- 
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eral of the commonwealth, who is hereby authorized and required 
to settle and adjust the same in like manner as other accounts are 
settled by him, and subject to the like appeal, security, trial, and 
costs; and in like manner to proceed to recover the balance or bal- 
ances which shall be found due from the said wardens, or any of 
them; and no compensation shall be received by the said wardens 
for the performance of the duties enjoined on them by this act. 
SEC. 5. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That this act shall be in force at the expiration of one calendar 
month after the consent of the Congress of the United States shall 
be granted to the operation thereof, and notice of such consent pub- 
lished in one or more newspapers in the city of Philadelphia, and 
shall continue in force for seven years; and from thence to the end 
of the next general assembly, and no longer. i 
Passed Ist April, 1805. Recorded in book No. 10, page 153. 


AN ACT to incorporate a company entitled the Roanoke Inlet Company, and for other 
purposes. 


Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of North Ca- 
rolina, and it ts hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That 
Josiah Collins, Enoch Sawyer, E. A. Rhodes, Thomas Turner, Sam- 
uel Hyman, Wells Cooper, Wm. B. Lockhart, James Morgan, An- 
drew Joyner, Wm. Eaton, Peter R. Davis, Joseph H. Bryan, Wm. 
McKissack, James Holden, Beverly Daniel,John M. Roberts, Rich- 
ard Grist, Peter P. Lawrence, and Jeremiah Wynn, be, and they 
are hereby, appointed commissioners for receiving subscriptions to 
the emount of $200,000, for the purpose of opening an inlet at the 
lower end of Albemarle sound, near a place called Nag’s Head, and 
improving the navigation of said sound with its branches; and the 
said commissioners, or any five of them, shall prepare books and 
cause the same to be opened at such places, and under the direc- 
tion of such persons as they may appoint; and the said books shall 
be opened on or before the first day of May next, and shall con- 
tinue open until the first day of August next, should the said sum 
of $200,000 not be subscribed for sooner; but, in that event, the 
books shall remain open at least thirty days. When the subscrip- 
tions shall have been filled as before provided, the said books shall 
be returned to the said commissioners, at the town of Edenton, 
when or before, as they may deem most advisable, they shall ad- 
vertise a general meeting of the subscribers, (by giving at least. 
twenty days notice,) to be held in the said town of Edenton, either 
personal or by proxy; and such meeting may, if necessary, continue 
from day to day, until the business thereof shall be finished; and 
if it shall appear that $150,000 shall have been subscribed, in- 
cluding the sum subscribed by the State, the said subscribers, their 
heirs and assigns, from the time of the said first meeting, shall be, 
and they are hereby, declared to be incorporated into a company 
by and under the name of * The Roanoke Inlet Company,“ and 
may sue and be sued as such, plead and be impleaded, defend and 
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be defended, have perpetual succession and a common seal; and 
such of the subscribers or their proxies as may be present at the 
said meeting, or a majority of them, are hereby empowered and di- 
rected to elect a president and four directors, for the purpose of 
conducting and managing all the concerns of the said company 
for and during the term of one year, and thence until the next 
general! meeting of the stockholders; and in counting the votes of 
each and every general meeting of said stockholders, each member 
shall be allowed one vote for every share as far as three shares, 
and one vote for every three shares as far as thirty shares, then one 
for every five shares above thirty shares by him or her held at the 
time of the general meeting; and every proprietor, by writing un- 


der his or her hand, executed before one subscribing witness, and 


acknowledged or proved before a justice of the peace, may depute 
any member to act as a proxy for him or her at any general meet- 
ing, and the presence and acts of such proxy sha'l be as effectual 
to all intents and purposes as the presence and acts of his or her ` 
principal could be. 

Sec. 2. Be tt further enacted, That if, one hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars shall not have been subscribed at or before the 
said general meeting of the stockholders, the said commissioners 
shall be at liberty again to open books for receiving further sub- 
scriptions, and shall give notice thereof in two newspapers printed 
in this State; and when the said sum of $150,000 shall have been 
subscribed, the stockholders, in general meeting, may proceed to 
elect a president and directors of the said company as aforesaid; 
and if more than $200,000 shall be subscribed, the said commis- 
sioners may, if they think proper, reduce such subscriptions ac- 
cording to a scale to be by them established for the purpose. 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That the capital sum afore- 
said shall be divided into shares of $100 each; any person may sub- 
Scribe for one or more shares, but not [for] part of a share. The 
capital sum aforesaid may be enlarged from time to time, at the 
discretion of the stockholders or a majority of them or their proxies; 
in general meeting assembled. Should the said capital sum be in- 
sufficient to complete the navigation aforesaid, the president and 
directors may open books from time to time to receive subscrip- 
tions to increase the capital stock of said company; and whereas 
shares may be sold by the president and directors for balances due 
thereon: Be tt further enacted, That the books of the said company 
"in be good evidence of such sale and of the purchase of said 
shares. 

4. Be it further enacted, That the shares shall be paid for at 
such time and places, and by such instalments, as the president and 
directors of said company shall direct; they first advertising 
the same in atleast two newspapers, printed within this State,thirty 
days before the time when payment is required; and if any person 
or persons, holding any share or shares of the said capital 
stock, shall fail to pay for the same in the manner and at the time 
prescribed, the president and directors may proceed to enforce said 
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payments by legal process, or declare the same to be forfeited, as 
they may think proper. 

5. Be tt further enacted, That the first general meeting ot said 
company shall be in the town of Edenten, and thereafter at 
tbe place the stockholders, in general meeting, shall order or 
direct. 

6. Be it further enacted, That the said president and directors 
shall have full power and authority to levy and collect a toll of 
twenty cents per ton on each and every vessel, passing in or out of 
the said inlet, from the owner or owners, commander or comman- 
ders thereof, in such manner or way as the president and directors 
shall prefer. 

7. Be it further enacted, That any master, commander, owner or 
owners of said vessel, which shall have passed in at said inlet, or 
those which shall have cleared out at the custom house, or, 
if coasters, those which appear ready for sailing shall not have 
paid, and, on demand, neglect or refuse to pay to the person, au- 
thorised to receive the same, the said twenty cents for each and 
every ton the said vessel shall measure, agreeably to the federal 
tonnage of the United States, then the said captain, commander, 
owner or owners, with the said vessel, her tackle and apparel, shall 
be liable to forfeit and pay to the said company, or to their agent, 
forty cents for each and every ton the said vessel shall measure; 
which said double tax shall be recoverable as other debts of the 
same amount are in this State, and, by and with the consent of Con- 
gress, shall be recoverable before any federal court within the 
United States, or within the territories thereof, and the evidence of 
said debt shall be an account stated, signed and proved, before a 
notary public, by the collector of said toll. 

8. Be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the 
president and directors, or a majority of them, to agree with the 
owners of any lands, which they shall deem necessary for making 
embankments and lots, whereon houses are required to be built for 
the use of the persons and teams employed by said president 
and directors for the purchase thereof; and in case of disagree- 
ment, or in case the owner thereof should be a feme covert, under 
age, non compos, or out of tie State, on application to any two 
justices of the peace of the county in which the land shall be, the 
said justices shall issue their warrant, under their hands, to the 
sheriff of the county to summon a jury of twelve men of his county, 
who shall be freeholders therein, not related to either party, nor in 
any manner interested, to meet on the land to be valued on a day to 
be expressed in the warrant, not more than twenty days thereafter; 
and the sheriff, on receiving tbe said warrant, shall forthwith sum- 
mon the said jury, and, when met, the sheriff shall administer an 
oath or affirmation to each one of the said jurymen that he will 
fairly, justly and impartially value the said land necessary for the 
use of the said company, and all damages the owner or owners thereof 
shall sustain, according to the best of his skill and judgment; and 
that, in such valuation, he shall not spare any person through affec- 
tion, nor any person grieved through malice, hatred or ill will; and 
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the inquisition thereon taken shall be signed by the sheriff and the 
said twelve jurors, and returned by the sheriff to the office of the 
clerk of the county court of his county, to be by him recorded; and 
on every such valuation the jury are hereby directed to describe and 
ascertain the bounds of the lands by them valued, and their valua- 
tion shall be conclusive on all persons; which shall be paid by the 
said president or directors to the owner of the land, or to 
his or her legal representative; and, on payment thereof, the 
said company shall be seized in fee of such lands, as if conveyed 
by the owners to them and their successors by legal conveyance. 

9. Be it further enacted, That the said president and directors or 
their agents shall be, and they are hereby authorised, to raise em- 
bankments across the Croatan and Roanoke sounds, at such places 
as they may think most advisable, for the purpose of turning the 
water througo the contemplated inlet; and, further, to raise an em- 
bankment across the Currituck sound, should they deem it neces- 
sary in opening or keeping open said inlet. 

10. Be it further enacted, That if the said navigation shall not 
have been improved or completed, as contemplated by the provi- 
sions of this act, within ten years from and after the passage 
thereof, all exclusive privileges granted to the said incorporated 
company shall cease and determine on the expiration of the said 
term of ten years. 

11. Be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for the 
president and directors, or their agents, to entirely stop the navi- 
gation through the Croatan sound, until the contemplated inlet 
shall be of sufficient width and depth to admit vessels drawing the 
same water as is now on the swash near Ocracock inlet; but there 
shall be a space of at least forty feet left open in the embankment 
across said sound, ata place where the water is at least ten feet 
deep, which shall be continued open until the channel through the 
said contemplated inlet shall be of the width and depth aforesaid. 

12. Be +£ further enacted, That this act shall go into opera- 
ration when (and not before) the Congress of the United States 
shall confirm or assent thereto; and that the governor of this State 
be, and he is hereby, directed to forward to the Ccngress now in 
session a copy of this act, with instructions to our Senators and 
Representatives therein assembled, to endeavor to procure the con- 
sent of the said Congress to all the foregoing clauses contained in 
this act; and that the said governor further instruct our Senators 
and Representatives to solicit the aid of the general government 
to effect the objects of this act. 

Passed by the general assembly of North Carolina, at their ses- 
sion, begun 3d Monday of November, 1821. 


AN ACT to amend an act, passed in the year 1821, entitled“ An act to inoorporate a cort 
pany, entitled The Roanoke Inlet Company.,“ &c. 


Be it enacted, &c., Thatthecommi:sioners already appointed by the 
aforesaid act, together with Wm. Martin, . * * ° 
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[Here follows a number of names] * * =œ be and 
'they are hereby, appointed commissioners for the purposes men- 
tioned in the before recited act; and that said commissioners shall 
‘open books for the purpose of receiving subscriptions, on or be- 
fore the first day of May next, and shall continue them open until 
'the first day of November next; and when the sum mentioned in 
the before recited act shall have been subscribed, the subscribers 
shall be incorporated into a company by and under the name of the 
& Roanoke Inlet Company,” and shall have all the powers, privi- 
leges, and immunities, and shall be governed by the same rules, 
regulations, and restrictions as are prescribed by the before recited 
act. 
2. Be it furlher enacted, That if the said navigation shall not 
have been improved or completed, as contemplated by the provi- 
-sions of the before recited act, within ten years from and after the 
passage of this act, all exclusive privileges granted to the said in- 
corporated company shall cease and determine on the expiration 
of the said term of ten years. 
S 3. Be it further enacted, That this act shall go into operation when 
and not before the Congress of the United States shall confirm or 
assent thereunto, and that the governor of this State be, and he is 
hereby, directed to forward to the Congress now in session a copy 
of this act, and likewise a copy of the act of 1821, with instruc- 
tions to our Senators and Representatives therein assembled, to en- 
deavor to procure the consent of the said Congress to all the 
clauses contained in this act and in the before mentioned act; and 
that the said governor further instruct our Senators and Represen- 
tatives to solicit the aid of the general governinent to effect the 
objects of the before recited act. 
4. Be it further enacted, 'That this act shall be in force from and 
immediately after its ratification. 
Passed at general assembly of North Carolina, begun and held 
3d Monday of November, 1828. 


E 1804. 


AN ACT to authorize the city council of Charleston, with the consent of Congress, to im- 
pea and levy a duty on the tonnage of ships and vessels, for the purposes therein men- 
ti . 


Whereas the city council of Charleston, by their memorial to the 
legislature of this State, have, amongst other things, set forth 
that a proposition, authorised by the President of the United 

States, has been made to. the city council to pay over to them 
the sum of fifteen thousand dollars for building a marine hos- 
pital in the vicinity of Charleston; and likewise to pay over to 
them all the hospital moneys to be collected in the said port, bn 
. their taking upon themselves the direction of the said hospital 
and defraying all expenses attending the same; which sums the 
said city council state to be altogether inadequate for the building 
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and support of the said hospital; but that, for reasons in their me- 
moral mentioned, they have, nevertheless, agreed to assume the 
superintendence, direction, and support of the said marine hos- 
pital, to accept the sums offered for building and supporting the 
same, and to rely on the legislature of this State to pass an act, 
and on Congress to assent thereto, for authorising the said city 
council to impose and levy a duty on the tonnage of ships and 
vessels to supply any deficiency which may arise in building and 
supporting the said hospital; and the said city council have, 
therefore, prayed that an act may be passed authorising them to 
impose and levy a duty, not exceeding six cents per ton, on ships 
and vessels for the purposes aforesaid. 


Be tt therefore enacted by the honorable the Senate and House of 
Representatives, now met and sitting in general assembly, and by 
the authority of the same, That whenever the consent of Congress 
shall be given to this act, the city council of Charleston shall be, 
and they are hereby, authorised and empowered to impose and 
levy a duty, not exceeding six cents per ton, on all ships and 
vessels of the United States which shall arrive and be entered in 
the port of Charleston from any foreign port or place whatsoever; 
and a like duty each time of entry on all ships and vessels of the 
United States, not licensed, which shall arrive and be entered in 
the said port with goods, wares, and merchandise on board from 
another State othér than an adjoining State on the seacoast, or on 
a navigable river; and also a like duty on all ships and vessels 
which shall be entered in the said port, having a license to trade 
between different districts of the United States, or to carry on the 
bank or whale fisheries, whilst employed therein, to be paid on 
the said last mentioned ships and vessels not more than once a year; 
which said duty shall be collected and paid in such way and man- 
ner as the said city council of Charleston shall direct and appoint, 
and shall be appropriated by them in supplying any deficiency 
which may arise in the erecting and supporting an hospital in the 
vicinity of Charleston for the reception and relief of sick and dis- 
abled seamen. 

In the Senate house, 21st December 1804. 

JOHN WARD, 

President of the Sencte. 

W. C. PINCKNEY. 
Speaker of the House. 


AN ACT to authorize the city council of Charlesten, with the consent of Congress, to im- 
pose and levy a duty on the tonnage of ships and vessels of the United States arriving 
at lorian ports, for the mainjenance of a marine hospital, and for other purposes tbereia 
mentioned. 


Whereas the Congress of the United States did, on the twenty- 
ninth day of April of the present year, pass an act, whereby it 
is enacted, ** That the consent of Congress be, and the same ig 
hereby, granted and declared to the operation of any act of the 
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general assembly of the State of South Carolina, now in exist- 
ence, or which may hereafter be passed, so far as the same ex- 
tends, or may extend, to authorise the city council of Charleston 
to impose and levy a duty, not exceeding ten cents per ton, on 
all ships and vessels of the United States, which shall arrive and 
be entered in the port of Charleston from any foreign port or 
pee for the purpose of providing a fund for the temporary re- 
ief and maintenance of sick and disabled seamen in the marine 
hospital of the said port of Charleston; and that the collector of 
the port of Charleston be, and he is hereby authorised to collect 
the duties imposed, or authorised by the said act, and to pay the 
same to such persons as sball be authorised to receive the same 
by the city council of Charleston;? which said act is therein de- 
clared to be in force for five years from the passing thereof, and 
from thence to the end of the next session of Congress thereafter, 
and no longer: 


Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and Houseof Representatives 
now met and sitting in general assembly, and by the authority of 
the same, That the city council of Charleston be, and they are here- 
by declared fully authorised to contract with the United States for 
the support and maintenance, management, and control of a marine 
hospital for the port of Charleston, and on such terms as, from 
time to time, shall be stipulated by Congress, or by the government 
of the United States, and, as, in the opinion of them, the said city 
council, will tend to the interests of the said humane institution. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the 
said city council of Charleston be, and they are hereby, authorised, 
agreeably to the aforesaid act of Congress, or pursuant to any fu- 
ture act which shall be passed by Congress, to impose and levy a 
duty of ten cents per ton, or any duty whatever, that shall hereafter 
be sanctioned, or authorised by Congress, on all ships and vessels 
of the United States, which shall arrive and be entered in the port 
of Charleston from any foreign port or place; and also receive from 
the United States, or the government thereof, any grant or compen- 
sation whatever, which shall, or may, from time to time, be granted 
or allowed for the providing relief, and the maintenance of sick 
or disabled seamen in a marine hospital for the port of Charleston. ` 

In the Senate house, 17th day of December, 1816, and 41st year 
of the independence of the United States of America. 

JAMES R. PRINGLE, 
President of the Senate. 
THOMAS BENNETT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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1787.—Extracts from the Digest of the Laws of Georgia. 


AN ACT for regulating the trade, laying duties on all goods, wares, liquors, merchandise, 
and negroes, imported into this State, and also an impost on the tonnage of shipping, and 
: for other purposes therein mentiened. 


Be it enacted, That fzom and after the passing of this act, the 


following duties shall be paid and levied upon all goods, wares, 


Jiquors, merchandise, and negroes, imported into any port of this 
State, and the following impost on the tonnage of all vessels ar- 
riving within the same, that is to say:* 

Src. 2. Ow all vessels an impost of one shilling per ton, accord- 
ing to carpenter’s measurement. 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
a further sum of three pence per ton shall also be levied on all 
shippiog entering the port of Savannah, and shall be, and hereby 
is, appropriated and set apart as a fund towards erecting and estab- 
lishing an hospital for the reception of sick and disabled seamen 
in the town of Savannah, and the following persons shall be, and 
hereby are, appointed commissioners of the same, viz: George 
Houstoun, Leonard Cecil, James Houstoun, John Wallace, Benja- 
min Fishborne, William O’Bryen, jr., and Richard Wylly, esquires, 
who shall, and are hereby, authorised to draw on the collector, 
from time to time, for such sum or sums as shall be received by him 
for that purpose. i 

Src.4. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
the person appointed health officer and surgeon of the seaman’s 
hospital, shall be under the directions of the said commissioners; 
and the said health officer and surgeon shall be entitled to receive 
the sum of three shillings and sixpence for every square rigged 
vessel, and two shillings and fourpence for every other vessel; 
drogers, and vessels in distress, only excepted. 

Sec. 5. And whereas it becomes absolutely necessary, for the bet- 
ter navigation of the river Savannah, below the town, that the wrecks 
and other obstructions be as speedily as possible removed, and that 
a fund be established for that purpose; Be it therefore enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, That a further sum of three pence per ton 
shall also be levied on all shipping entering the port of Savannah, 
and shall be, and hereby is, appropriated and set apart as a fund 
for clearing the said river of the wrecks, &c. And the commis- 
sioners of the pilotage for the port of Savannah, hereinafter named, 
shall be, and are hereby, empowered to carry the same into effect. 
The said commissioners shall also be, and hereby are, authorised to 
draw on the collector of said port, from time to time, for whatever 
sums may accrue, and be received by him for that purpose. t 


JJ [—ê—i— !!... 888 


€ The remainder of this and former part of the 2d section, as well as the other sections 
omitted, rendered obsolete by the-operation cf the general government. 

Congress, by the act of 11th August, 1790, assents to the operation of this act, so far 88 
the same relates to the laying an impost on the tonnage of ships and vessels for the purposes 
therein mentioned, until the 10th January next therealter. And by the acts of 10th January, 
1791, and 19th March, 1792, further continued the same for the term of three years 
the last mentioned date, and from thence to the end of the next session of Congress. 
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Sec. 18.* And whereas, it is necessary for the encouragement and 
security of the trade and navigation of the State, that the pilots of 
the different ports thereof be made subject to such rules and regu- 
lations as may answer tbe said purposes; Be it enacted by the au- 
thority aforesaid, That the following persons, viz: George Hous- 
toun, Thomas Cumming, Leonard Cecil, John Wallace, and Robert 
Bolton, jr., esqs., be, and they are hereby, appointed a board of 
commissioners of pilotage for the port of Savannah, and they, or 
any three of them, shall have, and they are hereby invested with 
full power and authority to appoint any number of pilots they may 
think necessary for said port,and prescribe and establish such rules 
and regulations as they may deem expedient therefor, which rules 


and regulations shall be binding on all such pilots, and those who 


act under them, and upon all other persons concerned therein. 

Sec. 19. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That his 
honor, the governor, be directed to draw on the treasurer in favor 
of the said commissioners, for a sum not exceeding eight hundred 
pounds, to be by them disbursed in the purchase of proper boats, 
or in any other way they may judge necessary for the better es- 
tablishing and conducting the said pilotage; the said commission- 
ers to account for the expenditure of such moneys to the executive 
of the State. 

Sec. 20. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That, for 
the better encouragement of trade in the southern ports of this 
State, his honor, the governor, be directed to draw on the treasurer 
for a sum not exceeding fifty pounds, in favor of the commission- 
ers of pilotage for the port of St. Mary’s, and its dependencies; 
and a sum not exceeding one hundred pounds be allowed for the 
port of Sunbury; and a further sum, not exceeding fifty pounds, 
for the port of Brunswick, for the purpose of purchasing proper 
boats, and employing pilots for said ports, and that they shall ac- 
count for the expenditure of such moneys, in like manner as the 
commissioners of pilotage for the port of Savannah. | 

Sec. 21. Ind be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That John Baker, John Hardz, and Alexander McIver, esquires, 


be, and they are hereby appointed commissioners for the port of. 


Sunbury, invested with the same powers as those mentioned in 
this law for regulating the pilotage of the port of Savannah. | 

Sec. 22. And be tt further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That Jacob Weed, James Seagrove, and James Armstrong, esquires, 


be, and they are hereby, appointed commissioners of the port 


of St. Mary’s and its dependencies, invested with the same powers 
as those mentioned in this law for regulating the pilotage of the 
ports of Savannah and Sunbury. 

Sxc. 23. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That James Spaulding, Elisha Hopkins, and John Braddock, esquires, 
be, and they are hereby appointed, commissioners of the port of 
Brunswick, invested with the same powers as those mentioned in 


RES 


a 
* By act of Congress, passed August 7, 1789, all pilots are to be regulated by the laws 
of the respective States, until Congress makes farther provision. 
.4 
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this act for regulating the pilotage in the other ports of this State; 
and that the collectors and harbor masters of the respective ports for 
the time being shall be, and they are hereby declared to be com- 
missioners of the pilotage, in addition to those already appointed, 
in virtue of their offices, for the ports to which they respectively 
belong. 

Ge 30. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That a 
harbor master be appointed for the port of Savannah, who shall 
also execute the duty of tonnage master. And that no person may 
plead ignorance of the rules and regulations of the port, it shall be 
the duty of the harbor masterto go on board all vessels immediately 
on their arrival in port, and inform the masters or commanders of 
the same; and also furnish all the pilots with printed regulations 
and instructions, who shall be directed to make them known to the 
masters of all vessels on their arriving within the bar, and the said 
harbor masters shall receive for such square rigged vessel five 
shillings, and for all sloops and schooners three shillings and six 
pence from the masters of said vessels; and the said harbor masters 
shall be subject to the orders and instructions of the board of com- 
missioners of pilotage for the port of Savannah, and removable by 
his honor the governor and executive council, for neglect or mis- 
behavior. ` 

Sec. 32. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the harbor master shall measure all vessels subject to the pay- 
ment of tonnage the first voyage they may make to the port of Savan- 
nah, and shall receive the following fees for the same, viz: On all 
vessels measuring one hundred tons and upwards, seven shillings, 
and on all vessels under one hundred tons, four shillings and eight 
pence, to be paid by the masters of said vessels so measured: Pro- 
vided, a certificate of the measurement be lodged with the collector, 
by the harbor master, previous to the clearance of said vessel. 

Sec. 34. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That six pence, in addition to the tonnage levied for the seaman’s 
hospital and clearing the Savannah river of the wrecks below the 
town, shall be also paid by all masters of vessels entering the ports 
of Sunbury, Brunswick, and St. Mary's, and shall be appropriated 
and set apart as a fund for erecting light-houses, and establishing 
and supporting pilots, and shall be under the direction of the com- 
missioners of pilotage for said ports, and to be by them drawn in 
the same manner as from the collector of the port of Savannah. 

Sec. 35. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That a harbor and tonnage master be appointed for the port of Sun- 
bury, and one for the port of Brunswick, and also one for the port 
of St. Mary’s and its dependencies, who shall be entitled to the 
same fees, and subject to the same regulations, as those of the port 
of Savannah. 

Sec. 40. And be it further enacted, That all former acts layin 
duties on goods, wares, liquors, merchandise, and negroes, imported 
_into this State, and also imposts on the tonnage of shipping, paya- 
ble to this State, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 42. And. be it further enacted, That in case of death or re- 
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signation, or refusal to act, of any of the commissioners herein ap- 
pointed, that his honor the governor, and executive council, shall 
be, and they are hereby, authorized to appoint a proper person or 
persons in the room of such commissioner or commissioners so re- 


fusing, dying, or resigning. 
WILLIAM GIBBONS, Speaker. 
Aveusta, February 10, 1787. 


1804. 


AN ACT to establish the fees of the harbor master and health officer of the ports of Savan- 
nah and St. Mary. | 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of Georgia in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted 
by the authority of the same, That the harbor master and health 
officer of the ports of Savannah and St. Mary, for the time being, 
be, and they are hereby, aüthorized, each and every of them sever- 
ally, to have, demand, and receive, of and from all foreign vessels 
which shall arrive at the ports of Savannah and St. Mary, from and 
after the passing this act, four cents per ton, and on all American 
vessels two cents per ton, which shall be in full of all fees, dues, or 
demands whatsoever, for the services of them, the said harbor mas- 


ter and health officers, respectively. | 
ABRAHAM JACKSON, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JARED ERWIN, 
President of the Senate. 


Assented to, December 12, 1804. 
JOHN MILLEDGE, Governor. 


[Laws of Georgia from 1801 to 1810, page 214.] 


AN ACT appointing wardens for the port of Baltimore town, in Baltimore county, Lib. T. 
B. H., No. A, folio 310. 


Whereas it is of importance to the State that proper persons 
should be appointed to preserve the navigation of the basin and 
harbor of Baltimore town, in Baltimore county; therefore— 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Maryland, That Samuel 
Smith, Daniel Bowley, John Sterrett, Samuel Purviance, Thomas 
Russell, Richard Ridgely, Robert Henderson, Thomas Elliot, and 
William Patterson be, and are hereby, appointed wardens for the 
said port or Baltimore town, in Baltimore county, till the first 
Monday in October, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-six, and no longer, unless elected agreeably to 
the manner hereafter prescribed; and said. wardens and their suc- 
cessors are hereby invested with full power and authority to carry 
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into effect the several objects and intentions of this act; and it 
shall and may be lawful for them, or a majority of them, the chair- 
man hereinafter directed to be chosen being one, as soon as conve- 
niently may be, having first taken the oath or qualification here- 
after prescribed, to meet at such times as are hereinafter mentioned 


enters on the duties of his office, give good and sufficient security 
for its faithful discharge in the sum of one hundred pounds, to be 
approved of by said wardens; all which said minutes and entries 
shall be public, and submitted to the inspection of any person or 
persons who shall desire to peruse them, he or they paying to the 
clerk the sum of one shilling for each time the books shall be ex- 
amined; and that the said clerk shall give true copies of any such 
entries or minutes made in the said books, he or they paying one- 
half penny for each line the said copy shall contain, every line to 
consist of not less than twelve words; and the said wardens are 
hereby empowered to have and use one common seal in their af- 
fairs, to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, and to have per- 
petual succession as herein directed. 

Sec. 2. And be it enacted, That the electors for special commis- 
sioners shall, on the first Monday of October, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-six, and the first 
of October in every fifth year forever after, ballot for nine wardens, 
in the same manner as directed for said special commissioners by 
the act entitled“ An act for the more effectual paving the streets 
of Baltimore town, in Baltimore county, and for other purposes,” 
and shall signify the election of said wardens in the public news- 
paper; that the aforesaid electors, before they proceed to the elec- 
tion for wardens, shall take an oath or affirmation to elect, without 
favor or partiality, such persons for wardens as they in their judg- 
ment and conscience believe best qualified for said office; that the 
persons elected wardens must have been residents in the said town" 
three whole years preceding the election, and must have real or 
personal property in said town above the value of one thousand 
pounds; and that vacancies happening from death, refusal, disquali- 
fication, or resignation, be filled u by the wardens in the manner 
directed in the aforesaid act for filling up vacancies of special com- 
missioners for said town. 

Sec. 3. And be it enacted, That the electors have special care in 
their choice of wardens, to make such election as that the several 
parts of the town be as nearly as possible equally represented. 

Sec. 4. And be tt enacted, That the said wardens, ora majority 
of them, shall and hereby have KE to choose yearly and every 
year by ballot, one of their number to be their chairman; and the 
said chairman, with a majority of wardens, hereby have authority 
to do and perform all and every act, matter, and thing, herein en- 
joined and required of them; and in case the said chairman so 
chosen shall neglect or refuse to attend at any of the times ap- 
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ointed for the meeting of the wardens, being at least a majority 
in number, to choose in the same manner a chairman for the time 
being. 

dd 6. And be it enacted, That there shall be four meetings of 
said wardens in every year, that is to say, on the second Mondays 
in March, June, September, and December, respectively, and at 
such other times as the chairman or, in his absence, two other 
wardens may think necessary, on application made to him or them 
for that purpose; which meetings shall be called by his or their 
order, issued to the clerk, directing him to summon all the said 
wardens to meet on twelve hours notice, to hear and determine 
whatever shall or may come before them; and that the chairman 
shall receive for each day he shall attend or be employed, the sum 
of seven shillings and sixpence, and every other warden, the sum 
of five shillings, and no more. 

Sec. 7. And be it enacted, That before the said wardens take 
upon themselves the office of ‘wardens, each and every of them 
shall take an oath or affirmation that he will well and faithfully, 
to the best of his skill, understanding, and judgment, perform, do, 
execute, and discharge the office and duty of a warden, according 
to the directions of this act; which qualification any justice of the 
peace is hereby authorized and enjoined to administez. 

Sec. 8. And be it enacted, That the said wardens, or a majority 
of them, shall and may order and make, as soon as conveniently 
may be, an exact survey and ‘chart of the said basin, harbor, and 
river Patapsco, and shall and may ascertain the depth and course 
of the channel of the same, and, if necessary, affix buoys or water 
marks for facilitating and rendering more safe the navigation 
thereof. | ; 

Sec. 9. And be it enacted, That no wharf or wharfs shall be run 
out, made, altered, enlarged, or extended, from and after the pub- 
lication hereof, so as to divert the course of the said channel, ob- 
struct the harbor or basin, or to the injury of the same; and that 
no person or persons shall make, alter, or extend, a wharf or 
wharfs, from and after the publication hereof, without laying be- 
fore the said wardens a plan of his or their intended wharf or 
wharfs, and without consent first obtained under the seal oí the 
board to carry the same into effect; and in case any person or per- 
sons shall make, alter, or extend a wharf or wharfs, without such 
permission, it shall and may be lawful for the said wardens to re- 
cover, by warrant before a magistrate, a sum not exceeding one 
hundred pounds, as in cases of debts not exceeding five pounds, 
and forth with cause the same to be demolished, provided that this 
act is not meant to extend to the demolition or removal of wharfs 
already made, built, and extended. 

Sec. 10. And be tt enacted, That said wardens shall and may 
cause the basin and harbor, or such part or parts thereof, as to 
them shall seem meet, as soon as enabled to carry the same into 
effect, to be cleansed, scoured, cleared, and ballasted, and all ob- 
structions and annoyances in and upon the said basin, harbor, and . 
river, whether from vessels sunk or any other cause, to be removed; 
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and towards defraying the charges and costs thereof, to impose 
on every vessel entering or clearing at said port, one penny per 
ton, which sum is to be collected and paid to the naval officer for 
said port, which officer is to draw the same commission upon said 
collection as on collections made for the State; and the naval offi- 
cer is hereby enjoined to collect and receive the rate aforesaid, 
and to pay the same, from time to time, deducting the commission 
aforesaid, or four times each year, to said wardens; said rate to con- 
tinue till a sufficient sum shall be raised for defraying the expense 
aforesaid; and in case of refusal, it shall and may be lawful for the 
said wardens to recover the same before a magistrate, as in cases of 
debt not exceeding five pounds. 

Sec. 12. And be it enacted, That no warden shall sit in judg- 
ment in the execution of this act, or any of the powers herein con- 
tained, where he is any wise interested or concerned. 

Sec. 13. And be it enacted, That the said wardens, or a majority 
of them, shall, and they are hereby authorized to make such regu- 
lations and ordinances, from time to time, respecting wharfs and 
wharfage, and the keeping them in repair, so as to prevent their 
injuring the harbor or basin, and for preventing vessels from cast- 
ing out filth or ballast, or any other cause, whether from vessels, 
wharfs, or the land or earth, or soil contiguous to the basin or 
harbor, being thrown into the same, that may serve to fill up the 
said harbor or basin, or obstruct the navigation thereof, and to im- 
pose fines for every breach of said rules, regulations, or ordinances, 
not exceeding fifty pounds, to be recovered before a magistrate asin 
debts not exceeding five pounds; and all fines, penalties, or awards, 
the recovery of which is not specially mentioned, to be recovered 
in same manner as in cases of debts not exceeding five pounds. 

Sec. 14. Provided always, That no rules, regulations, or ordi- 
nances directed to be made by this act, be repugnant to the laws 
of this government: And provided, said rules, regulations, or or- 
dinances, be published in the Baltimore newspaper. 

Sec. 15. And for the greater security of the subject, be it enacted, 
That if any person or persons shall conceive him, or themselves 
aggrieved by any judgment given in consequence of this act, it 
shall, and may be, lawful for such person or nersons to appeal to 
the next county court, which said appeal shall be allowed by the 
wardens or magistrates, upon sufficient security given for prosecut- 
ing the same. 

SEC. 16. And be it enacted, That the wardens may choose a 
treasurer, who is hereby empowered and required to receive all 
moneys arising in virtue of this act, and to keep an account of all 
moneys received and paid by virtue of said act. And the treasurer 
is hereby required to give a boud, with one or more sufficient 
sureties, to be approved of by said wardens, to the said wardens, 
in the penalty of three thousand pounds, with condition for the 
payment of all such moneys as shal] come to his hands by virtue 
of this or any other act. And said treasurer shall yearly, or 
oftener, if required, bring in a state of his accounts, and settle the 
same with the wardens, which account, so settled and approved of 
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by: said wardens, shall be published annually in the Baltimore 
newspaper. 

Sec. 17. And be it enacted, That the wages of said wardens, a 
commission to the treasurer, which commission shall be six pence 
in the pound on all moneys received in virtue of this act, the 
salary of the clerk, and all other expenses necessarily arising out 
of this act, may, and shall be, paid out of the moneys raised by 
virtue of this act. 


[From Maryland's Statutes appended to the above.] 


Nore A.—The power of imposing this duty is repealed by 1791, 
ch. 60, which imposes à duty not exceeding two cents per ton. 
The act of 1791 was not to operate until ratified and confirmed 
by an act of Congress of the United States; this was done by 
an act of the first session of the fourth Congress, ch. 26, passed 
May 12, 1796, to continue for three years, and to the end of the 
next session of Congress thereafter. 


Maryland. 


AN ACT to incorporate a health officer for the port of Baltimore town, in Baltimore county , 
Lib. J. G., No. 2, folio 70. 


Whereas to prevent the ingress of the plague, or other malignant 
contagious diseases, is an object of great importance to the wel- 
fare and commerce of the citizens of the State, till, therefore, 
proper arrangements and establishments shall be made by Con- 
gress in the premises— | 


Sec. 2. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Maryland, That 
the governor, with the adviceof the council, shall, and he is hereby 
authorized, to appoint one or more persons, being skillful physi- 
cians, whose duty it shall be to visit and examine all foreign ves- 
sels, and other vessels coming from suspected places, and, where it 
shall appear necessary, to oblige the same to perform quarantine, 
not less than ten days nor exceeding twenty; and in all such cases 
the visiting physician shall give a certificate to the captain or mas- 
ter of the vessel, signed with his name, expressing the number of 
days the said vessel is to ride quarantine; and, at or before the end 
of each quarantine, the physician is hereby enjoined to make a sec- 
ond visit to the said vessel, and should it appear to him that a fur- 
ther quarantine is necessary, he is hereby authorized to enjoin the 
same for any number of days not exceeding ten. . 

Sec. 3. Be it enacted, That if the master, or other person having 
charge of any vessel bound to the port of Baltimore, having on 
‘board altogether, when the said vessel departed from port, above 
thirty persons on board, disordered with any contagious disease, or 
coming from any sickly port or place without a clean bill of health, 
shall bring his vessel, or suffer or permit the same to be brought, nearer 
to the port of Baltimore than Hawkins! point, or shall land, or bring 
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on shore, or cause or suffer to be landed or brought on shore, any 
of such infected persons, or any part or parcel of their goods or 
effects, or any other goods, until he has obtained a license or per- 
mit so to do, from the physician or his assistant aforesaid, such 
master, or other person, having charge of such vessel, shall forfeit 
and pay for every such offence the sum of one thousand dollars. 

Sec. 4. Be it enacted, That if any master, or other person, having 
charge of any vessel at the time of inquiry by the aforesaid physi- 
cian, or his assistant, shall have on board any person infected as 
aforesaid, and shall knowingly conceal the same, or shall not make 
a just and true discovery to the physician, or his deputy, of the 
sickly and disordered state and condition of all and every person 
on board, from the time the said vessel departed from the port or 
place from whence she last sailed to the time of the said inquiry, 
‘and of all other particulars necessary for the said physician, or his 
deputy, to know respecting the premises, such master, or other per- 
son, having chárge of such vessel, shall forfeit and pay for every 
such offence the sum of three hundred dollars. 

Sec. 5. Be it enacted, That if any pilot shall conduct any vessel 
above Hawkins! point, having on board thirty persons, being pas- 
sengers, or servants, (and it is hereby declared to be the duty of 
each pilot to make due inquiry thereof,) such pilot shall forfeit and 
pay one hundred dollars; and if any pilot shall have knowledge 
that there is on board any vessel that he undertakes to pilot any 
person distempered with the plague, or any malignant contagious 
disease, (and it is hereby declared to be his duty to make due in- 
quiry thereof,) and shall pilot such vessel above Hawkins? point, 
he shall forfeit one hundred dollars, and such pilot shall be disqua- 
lified to act as a pilot for one year; and if any pilot shall have 
knowledge that there is on board any vessel that he undertakes to 
pilot any person distempered as aforesaid, (and it is declared to 
be his duty to make due inquiry thereof,) and shall conceal the 
same, and not give information thereof, to the aforesaid physi- 
cian, or his deputy, such pilot shall forfeit one hurdred dollars, 
and such pilot shall be disqualified to act for one year. 

Sec. 6. And be it enacted, That all penalties imposed by this 
act shall be recovered by indictment, or action of debt, by any 
person who shall sue for the same; Provided, The same be prose- 
cuted or sued within three months after the said offence committed, 
and an affidavit filed in the clerk’s office, and a copy issued with 
ihe writ, signifying the real cause of action, and specifying the 
certainty of the offence being committed, the court may award spe- 
cial bail to be given to such suits; and, in default thereof, to com- 
mit the person, as in other cases, where bail is ordered by the 
court. 

Sec. 7. Be it enacted, That a temporary hospital may be erected 
in such place as the governor, with the advice of council, may 
direct, for the reception of such sick person or persons as the said 
physician may, at any time, think proper to remove on shore for 
their better accommodation or cure, or to prevent the spreading of 
any malignant disease, or to shorten, as much as may be, quaran- 
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tine; and the governor, with the advice of council, shall prescribe 
rules and regulations for the governing and management of the 
said hospital. 

Sec. 8. Be it enacted, That the assistance of the custom-house 
tender, or boats, is hereby requested to aid the said physician to 
carry this law into effect, whenever the same can be done consis- 
tently with their orders from the United States, or their officers. 

Sec. 9. Be it enacted, That the representatives and senators fom 
this State to Congress, are hereby requested to state to Congress 
the necessity of the aforesaid arrangement, and to obtain the con- 
sent of Congress to a duty not exceeding three cents per ton on all 
sea vessels above sixty ton, coming into Baltimore district, to be 
paid to such person as may be appointed by the governor, with the 
advice of council, to receive the same for defraying all the expenses 
attending the execution of this act; and a statement of the money 
received and expenditures incurred in the execution of this act, 
shall be annually laid before the general assembly. 

SEC. 10. Be it enacted, That the appointment of physician or 

hysicians, and all necessary arrangements to accomplish the ob- 
ject of this act, shall be made and entered into as soon as Congress 
shall have laid a tonnage on vessels for the aforesaid purposes. 


1791.—December 26. 


AN ACT to empower the wardens of the port of Baltimore to levy and collect the duty 
therein mentioned. 


Whereas, many tseful regulations have taken place in consequence 
of the powers heretofore granted to the wardens of the port of 
Baltimore, and to enable them to carry the said regulations into 
full effect— 


Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Maryland, That the 
wardens of the said port of Baltimore shall have full power and 
authority to assess, levy, and collect, on every vessel arriving at 
said port of Baltimore, of sixty tons or more, a sum of money not 
exceeding two cents per ton, to be appropriated and applied by the 
said board of wardens to carry into etfect the rules and regulations 
which they may from time to time make, respecting the harbor and 
port of Baltimore. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much of the act of 
the Assembly, entitled“ An act appointing wardens for the port of 
Baltimore town in Baltimore county,” which empowers the said 
board of wardens to assess and levy a duty of one penny per ton 
on every vessel entering or clearing at the said port; and also so 
much of another act of the Assembly, entitled“ A supplement to 
the act entitled ‘An act appointing wardens for the port of Balti- 
more town in Baltimore county, ? which empowers the board of 
wardens to assess, levy, and collect, on every vessel arriving at* 
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said port of Baltimore, except pilot boats and vessels not coming 
from sea, belonging to citizens of this State, a sum not exceeding 
two pence current money per ton, be, and are hereby, repealed: 
Provided, always, That this act of Assembly shall not operate and 
take effect until the same shall be ratified and confirmed by an act 
of the Congress of the United States. 


i @ 


January 10, 1827.—Alabama. 


- An act to incorporate the Cahawba Navigation Company. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of Alabama, in general assembly convened, That a company 
be established for the improvement of the navigation of the Cahaw- 
ba river, the capital stock of which said company shall not exceed 
the sum of fifty thousand dollars, unless hereafter enlarged by law, 
exclusive of such sums as the general assembly may hereafter think 
proper to subscribe; the right to make subscriptions is hereby re- 
served to. the State to an unlimited amount: Provided, Said State 
shall subscribe for the amount of stock intended to be taken with- 
in twelve months. | 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That subscriptions for stock, 
each share to consist of one hundred dollars, shall be opened on the 
first Monday of June next, at the town of Cahawba, under the su- 
perintendence of J. J. Crocheron, U. G. Mitchell, John Shields, 
James Craig, and Thomas Casey; at the town of Marion, on the 
first Monday of June next, under the superintendence of John Der- 
den, Temple Lea, Edwin D. King, George Weisenger, and Abram 
Trigg; at the town of Centreville, on the first Monday of June 
next, under the superintendence of Alexander Hill, Anthony Stough- 
tenberg, Thomas Crawford, Mitchell Watkins, and John Henry; 
which subscriptions shall be kept open for three days at each place: 
Provided, 'That a majority of the superintendents at either of the 
places aforesaid, shall be competent to open the books and receive 
subscriptions of stock. 

SEc. 3. Be it further enacted, That the superintendents at Ca- 
hawba shall have full power and authority to appoint agents to 
open subscriptions at any other place or places they may deem 
proper, and to publish the times of opening the same in some news- 
paper published nearest the place or places of opening such sub- 
scription. 

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That one-fourth of each share shall 
be paid at the time of subscribing, and tbe remainder by three 
equal instalments, at six, twelve, and eighteen months thereafter; 
such times of payment to be determined by the directors, and no- 
tice given thereof; the payments to be made in a specie-paying 
currency. And immediately after the time of subscription, the su- 
perintendents shall give notice in writing to the superintendents at 
Cahawba of the names of subscribers, the number of shares sub- 


Ex. Doc. No. 49. 59 


scribed by each, and the moneys paid in. And in case the aggre- 
gate amount of subscriptions amount to fivé thousand dollars, then 
the superintendents at Cahawba shall publish a day and place for 
the election of a president and seven directors, every share to be 
entitled to one vote, and stockholders to be entitled to vote by 
proxy; the said superintendents at Cahawba to have full power and 
authority to appoint managers for holding such election. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That in case the whole amount of 
subscriptions shall not amount to the sum of five thousand dollars, 
the superintendents at Cahawba shall forth with determine, as their 
discretion may direct, either to order and advertise for opening sub- 
scriptions again at the places aforesaid, by the same superintend- 
ents, or others, in case of death, removal, or refusing to act, of. 
those previously appointed, or to direct the payment to subscribers 
of the sums respectively subscribed and paid. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the company hereby es- 
, tablished shall be, and the same is hereby, made a body politic and 
corporate, under the name and style of The Cahawba Navigation 
Company;" and shall so continue until one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty eight; and by that name shall be, and are hereby made, 
capable in law to have, purchase, receive, possess, enjoy, and re- 
tain, to them and their successors, lands, rents, tenements, heredit- 
aments, goods, chattels, and effects, of whatever kinds, nature, and 
quality, to any amount, not exceeding in the whole one hundred 
thousand dollars, including in the amount of capital stock; and the 
same to sell, grant, demise, alien, and dispose of; to sue and be 
sued, plead and be impleaded, answer and be answered unto, defend 
and be defended, in any suit, action, matter or thing, in any court 
either of law or equity, or in any other place whatsoever; and also 
to make, have, and use a common seal, and the same to break, alter, 
or renew, at their pleasure; and also to ordain, establish, and put 
in execution, such by-laws, ordinances, and regulations, as they 
shall deem necessary and convenient for the government of said 
corporation, not being contrary to the laws of this State, or of the 
United States; and generally to do and execute all and singular the 
acts, matters, and things, which to them may appear necessary, or 
which to them it shall or may appertain to do, as incident to bodies 
corporate; subject nevertheless, in addition, to the restrictions, 
limitations, and provisions hereafter prescribed and declared: Pro- 
vided, That nothing in this act shall be so construed as to author- 
ize said company to exercise banking powers, or any other power, 
not specially delegated in this act. 

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That the directors shall meet and 
organize, and appoint such officers as may be necessary for con- 
ducting the business of said company; they shall keep regular ac- 
counts, and make an annual report of their proceedings to the 
legislature of this State. In case of the death, resignation, or re- 
moval of any one of the directors, or should a vacancy occur in 
any manner whatever in the board of directors, a majority of the 
remaining directors may fill such vacancy; and an annual election 
of directors shall be held on the first Monday of February in each 
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and every year at Cahawba; the directors shall have power to 
change the place of election of directors, giving public notice 
thereọf in some newspaper at least two months before the election. 

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That the directors, a majority be- 
ing present, shall have power to determine upon all plans of im- 
provement, and. may authorize a committee or agents to contract 
for or to superintend the execution of any such plan, and to make 
contracts for necessary supplies, or for such superintendents and la- 
borers as may be required, not to exceed in amount or value the 
sums appropriated by the board of directors. 

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That the directors shall have 
power to enforce the payment of stock subscribed, either by 
making a failure amount to a forfeiture, or otherwise. 

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted, That when the improvement of 
said river, so far as Maybury’s Landing, shall be deemed by the 
directors to be completed, and the directors shall desire liberty to 
receive toll for the passage of boats over the same, they shall 
apply to the governor of this State, who shall cause the same to 
be examined, and in case such improvement is deemed completed 
so as to admit the easy ascent and descent of boats of twenty tons 
burden, then he shall certify the same to the directors; whereupon, 
they shall be authorized to make regulations for receiving toll not 
exceeding the rates hereinafter mentioned, that is to say, for each 
barrel, eighteen cents and three-fourths; for each bale of cotton, 
ten cents; for each ton of iron, one dollar; for lumber of every 
description, in rafts or otherwise, one-fourth cent per cubic foot: 
Provided, Said company shall defray all expenses incurred by 
every such examination. 

SEC. 11. Be it further enacted, That when the improvement of 
said river shall be completed as far as Oldtown, in Perry county, 
so as to allow the easy ascent and descent of boats of twenty tons 
burden, and the directors shall obtain tbe certificate of the gov- . 
ernor in like manner as is provided for in the preceding section of 
this act, they shall be authorized to make regulations for receiving 
toll not exceeding the rates hereinafter mentioned, to wit: for each 
barrel, thirty-seven cents and a half; for each bale of cotton 
twenty cents; for each ton of iron, one dollar and fifty cents; for 
lumber of every description, in rafts or otherwise, one half cent 
per cubic foot. 

SEC. 12. Be it further enacted, That when the improvement of 
said river shall be completed to Centreville, or tLe falls of Ca- 
hawba, and the certificate of the governor obtained in like manner 
as is pointed out in a previous section, that then, and in that event, 
the directors shall be authorized to make regulations for receiving 
toll upon the whole route, not exceeding the rates hereinafter men-, 
tioned, to wit: for each barrel, fifty-six and one-fourth cents; for 
each bale of cotton, thirty cents; for each ton of iron, two dollars; 
for lumbes of every description, in rafts or otherwise, three-fourths 
of a cent per cubic foot. 

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That after the completion of 
all and every part of the improvement in said river, his excellency, 
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the governor, shall appoint some suitable person, whose duty it 
shall be, whenever said river shall be considered by him not to be 
in such repair as to admit of the easy ascent and descent of boats, 
as contemplated by this act, to report the same to the governor, 
and said company shall not receive any toll until said river shall 
be reported in sufficient repair for the easy ascent and descent of 
boats, and the certificate of the governor obtained as prescribed in 
the ninth section of this act. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the directors, after re- 
ceiving said toll on all or any part of the works, shall commence: 
and declare semi-annual dividends, on the first Monday of Feb- 
ruary in each and every year, of net proceeds as may be above all 
expenses and sums necessary for repairs and improvements. 

Sec. 15. Be it. further enacted, That stock shall be transferable 
only on the books of the company. | 

‘Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act shall 
be so taken or construed as to prevent or obstruct the free naviga- 
tion of said river, so far as it is now a navigable stream, until the 
assent of Congress shall be obtained authorizing the same. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That all articles not herein 
enumerated shall be rated by weight or measurement, and tolled 
according to the foregoing rates. | 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That all acts, and parts of acts, 
contravening this act, be and the same are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That the president and direc- 
tors shall keep a true account of the costs and expenditure of the 
improvement of said river, and on the first day of February, ip each 
year, have the same made up, and the balance of the profits struck, 
and divided among the stockholders, and report the same to the 
general assembly of this State; and, if it shall appear by the said 
return, under the oath of the president and directors, that the profits 
arising from tolls, divided, do not amount to twelve and a 
half per cent. on the capital expended, the corporation shal! be au- 
thorised,to add to the tolls, for the succeeding years, until the nett 
profits arising from tolls, after deducting all expenses, repairs 
and improvements, shall amount to twelve and a half per cent. per- 
year; that should it appear that the nett profits arising from tolls 
exceed twenty-five per cent. per year, after deducting the expenses, 
E and improvements, the general assembly reserve to them- 
selves the right so to reduce the rates of toll that the profits from 
the toll to be divided shall not exceed twenty-five per centum. 

Approved, January 10, 1827. i 


AN ACT to improve the navigation of the Tennessee river. 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Alabama, in general assembly convened, That a 
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company shall be established for improving the navigation of the 
Tennessee river, the capital stock of which shall not exceed the 
sum of one hundred thousand dollars, unless hereafter enlarged by 
law, exclusive of such sum as the general assembly may authorise 
to be taken for and in behalf of the State; the right to make such 
subscription being hereby reserved to the State. f 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That subscriptions for stock, 
in shares of fifty dollars each, shall be opened on the first Monday 
of June next, at the town of Huntsville, under the superintendence 
of Thomas Fearn, William Patton and Alexander G. Morgan; at 
the təwn of Athens, on the first Monday of June next, under the 
superintendence of James W. Walker, Beatty and John D. Carroll; 
at the town of Florence, on the first Monday of June next, under 
the superintendence of John McKinley, George Coulter and James 
Jackson; at the town of Tuscumbia, on the frst Monday of June 
next, under the superintendence of Anthony Winston, John J. 
Winston and Thomas Limerick; at the town of Courtland, on the 
first Monday of June next, under the superintendence of Benjamin 
Sherrod, John P. Hickman and Charles McClung; at the town of 
Somerville, on the first Monday of June next, under the superinten- 
dence of Edward Richardson, Robert Tabscott and Thomas McEI- 
dery; and at the town of Bellefonte, on the first Monday of June 
next, under the superintendence of George W. Higgins, James Rus- 
sell and Robert C. Hawkins. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That one-tenth part of each share 
shall be paid at the Ame of subscribing, and the remainder payable 
by instalments not to exceed the rate of one-tenth for every sixty 
days thereafter; the time of payment to be published in some of 
the newspapers at Huntsville and Florence every week for one 
month before the respective payments shall be required to be made; 
such times of payment to be determined by the directors. The su- 
perintendents shall place the moneys in the nearest bank, or other 
secure hands, for safe-keeping; and shall, immediately after the 
term of subscription, give notice in writing to the superintendents, 
at Huntsville, of the names of subscribers, the number of shares sub- 
scribed by each, and the moneys paid in; and, in case the aggre- . 
gate amount of subscriptions amount to ten thousand dollars, then. 
the superintendents at Huntsville shall publish a day and place for 
the election of thirteen directors, every share to be entitled to one 
vote, and stockholders to be entitled to one vote by proxy; the said 
superintendents, at Huntsville, to have full power and authority to 
appoint managers for holding such election. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That in case the whole amount 
of subscriptions shall not amount to the sum of ten thousand dol- 
lars, the superintendents, at Huntsville, shall forthwith determine, 
as their discretion may direct, either to otder and advertise 
for opening subscriptions again at the places aforesaid, by the same 
superintendents, or others, in case of death or removal of those pre- 
viously appointed, or to direct the re-payment to subscribers 
the sums respectively subscribed and paid. . 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the company hereby estab- 
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lished shall be, and the same is hereby, made a body politic and 
corporate, under the name and style of the Tennessee Navigation 
Company,” and shall so continue until one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-two, and by that name shall be and are hereby made able 
and capable, in law, to have, purchase, receive, possess, enjoy and 
retain to them and their successors, lands, rents, tenements, heredi- 
taments, goods, chattels and effects, of whatever kind, nature and 
quality, to an amount not exceeding in the whole two hundred thou- 
sand dollars, including the amount of capital stock, and the same to 
sell, grant, demise, alien or dispose of, to sue and be sued, plead 
and be impleaded, answer and to be answered unto, defend and be 
defended, in any suit, action, matter or thing, in any court either 
of law or equity, or any other place whatsoever, and also to make, 
have and use a common seal, and the same to break, alter or renew 
at their pleasure. And also to ordain, establish and put in execu- 
tion such by-laws, ordinances and regulations as they shall deem 
necessary and convenient for the government of said corporation, 
not being contrary to the laws of this State, or the United States, 
and generally to do and execute all and singular the acts, matters 
and things which to them may appear necessary, or which to them 
it shall or may appertain to do, as incident to bodies corporate; 
subject, nevertheless, in addition, to the restrictions, limitations and 
provisions hereinafter prescribed and declared. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That the directors shall meet and 
organize and appoint such officers as may be necessary for con- 
ducting the business of this company. They shall keep regular ac- 
counts, and make an annual report of their proceedinvs and finances 
to the legislature of this State. In case of the death, resignation 
or removal of any one of the directors, or should a vacancy occur 
in any manner whatever in the board of directors, a majority of the 
remaining directors may fill such vacancy, and an annual election 
of directors shall be held on the first Monday of October, in each 
and every year, at Huntsville. The directors shall have power to 
change tbe place of election of directors, giving public notice 
thereof in some newspaper at least two months before the election. 

SEc. 7. Be it further enacted, That the directors, a majority being 
present, shall have power to determine upon all plans of improve- 
ment relative to the contemplated improvement, and may authorise 
a committee or agents to contract for or to superintend the execu- 
tion of such plan, and to make contracts for necessary supplies, or 
for such engineers and laborers as may be required, not to exceed 
in amount or value the sums appropriated by the board of directors. 

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That the directors shall have the 
power to enforce the payment of stock subscribed, either by making 
a failure amount to a forfeiture or otherwise. 

Sec. 19. Be it further enacted, That when the improvement of 
Colbert’s shoals, in the Tennessee river, shall be deemed, by the 
directors, to be completed, and the directors shall desire liberty to 
receive tolls for the passage of boats ‘over tHe same, they shall 
apply to the governor of this State, who shall cause the same to be 
examined, and in case such improvement is deemed. completed, so 
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as to admit the easy and safe ascent and descent of boats of thirty 

tons burthen, then he shall certify the sameto the directors; where- 

upon they shall be authorised to make regulations for receiving toll 
not exceeding the rates hereinafter mentioned, that is to say: for 
each hundred pounds, one cent.. 

Sec. 10. Be st further enacted, That when the several shoals 
above Colberts shoal, embracing all that part of the Tennessee 
river, from Florence to the head of the Muscle shoals, shall be 
deemed improved so far as to allow the easy and safe ascent and 
descent of boats of sixteen tons, then the directors may apply to 
the governor of this State, and obtain a certificate in like manner, 
as is provided in the last preceding section of this act, and shall, 
thereupon, be authorized to make regulations for receiving toll not 
exceeding the rates hereinafter mentioned, viz: For each hundred 
pounds, four cents: Provided, The said company shall commence 
. the same within ten months from the passage of this act, and com- 

lete the same within. five years thereafter: And provided, also, 

hat said company shall not interrupt or obstruct the present 
channel or navigation of the said river between the points, as 
aforesaid. | 

Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, That when the directors shall 
certify to the governor of this State that any shoal or shoals is, or 
are in a partial state of forwardness so as to admit of the safe as- 
‘cent and descent of boats of sixteen tons, the governor shall, on 
being satisfied with the state of improvement of the said river, or 
any part thereof, grant liberty to receive toll at such rates as from 
the state of the works he shall deem proper. 

. Sec. 12. Be tt further enacted, That the directors after receivin 
said toll on all, or any part of the works, shall . commence and 
declare semi-annual dividends on the first Mondays of March and 
September, in each and every year, of nett proceeds, after defray- 
ing the expenses of all necessary repairs and improvements. 

Sec. 13. Be it further enacted, That stock shall be transferable 
only on the books of the company. 

Sec, 14. And be it further enacted, That A. G. Morgan, and his 
associates, are hereby authorized and empowered, to construct 
locks, dams, &c., in any shoal in the Tennessee river above the 
Muscle shoals, within the limits of this State, so as to render the 
said shoals navigable for steamboats: Provided, The said locks, 
dams, &c., shall not interfere with, or in any manner obstruct, the 
free navigation of the said shoals in the channels now in use. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That the said A. G. Morgan, 
and his associates, shall be entitled to the exclusive use of such 
locks, dams, &c., as they may construct by the authority herein 
granted, for the period of twenty-nine years: Provided, That 
nothing, herein contained shall be so construed as to prevent the 
State from making such ‘improvements in the navigation of the 
said river, as it may from time to time think proper. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That unless the said A. G. 
Morgan, and his associates, shall accomplish the construction of 
the said locks, dams, &o., within the period of two years from the 
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date hereof, they shall be, and are hereby, debared from all rights, 

privileges, and immunities granted to them by virtue of this act. 
SEC. 17. And be it further enacted, That flat bottomed and keel 

boats, ascending or descending the said river, shall be permitted to 

pass through said locks, dams, &c., free of toll. 
Approved, December 31, 1823. š 


An act, supplemental to and explanatory of two acts, one to improve the navigation of 
the Coosa river, and to aid in its connexion with, the Tennessee waters, and the other 
to improve the navigation of the Tennessee river. 


Be it enacted by the Senate- and House of Representatives of the 
State of Alabama, in general assembly convened, That nothing in 
either of said acts shall be so taken or construed, as to prevent or 
obstruct the free navigation of either of said rivers so far as they 
are now navigable streams, until the assent of Congress shall be 
obtained authorizing the same. 

Approved, December 31, 1823. 


ALABAMA.—December 30, 1823. 


AN ACT to improve the navigation of Coosa river, and to aid in its connexion with the 
Tennessee waters. 

Whereas, the utility of uniting the waters of Mobile and Tennes- 
see rivers is a subject of the highest importance, and the prac- 
ticability of the measure being admitted by every reflecting mind, 
to afford the facilities of commerce between different sections of 
the country which eminently depend upon each other, to open an 
extensive market for our merchandize, and receive in return the 
produce of one of the finest portions of the United States, we deem 
it advisable to adopt such rules and regulations as are most likely 
to give success to the undertaking. 

Sec. 1. Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House 2 Re- 
presentatives of the State of Alabama, in general assembly con- 
vened, That a company shall be established for improving the navi- 
gation of the Coosa river, and co-operating with such company as 
may be incorporated by the legislature of the State of Tennessee, 
for opening a communication between the waters of Tennessee and 
Alabama rivers. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the capital stock of said com- 
pany shall not exceed thesum of one hundred thousand dollars, un- 
less hereafter enlarged by law, exclusive of such sum as the general 
assembly may hereafter think proper to subscribe; the right to make 
such subscription is hereby reserved to the State to an unlimited 
amount. 

Skc. 3. And be it further enacted, That subscriptions for stock, 
each share to consist of fifty dollars, shall be opened on the first 
Monday of October next, at the town of Montgomery, under the 
superintendence of John D. Bibb, C. C. Billingsley, and William 
Sayre... ( Whe ae atte t Zeit "E Urt siri 911 V E EE E e EA GE T 
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Atthe town of Washington, Autauga county, on the first Monday 
f October next, under the superintendence of John W. Freeman, 
William R. Pickett, and James Jackson. 

At the town of Coosawda, on the first Monday of October next, 
under the superintendence of Peyton Bibb, Bolling Hall, and James 
S. Walker. 

At the town of Ashville, on the first Monday of October next, 
under the superintendence of Robert Lawson, Isaac S. McMeans, 
and George Shotwell. - 

At the town of Selma, on the first Monday of. October next, 
under the superintendence of Gilbert Sheaver, Edward Conway, 
and William Johnston. 

At the town of Cahawba, on the first Monday of October next, 
under the superintendence of Uriah G. Mitchell, Samuel Pickens, 
and Jesse Beene. 

At the town of Claiborne, on the first Monday of October next, 
under the superintendence of James H. Draughn, Alexander Torry, 
and William W. McConnice. 

At the city of Mobile, on the first Monday of October next, under 
the superintendence of Thomas L. Hallett, Thomas T. Holt, and 
Thomas J. Burney. . 

And at the town of Blakely, on the first Monday of Octobor next, 
under the superintendence of Russell Stebbins, James S. Seabury, 
and Gideon J. Mills; which subscriptions shall be kept open for for- 
ty days at each place. 

Sec 4. Be it further enacted, That superintendents at Cahawba 
shall have full power and authority to appoint agents to open sub- 
scriptions at any other place or places they may deem proper, and 
to publish the times of opening the same in some newspaper pub- 
lished nearest the place or places of opening such subscription. 

Src. 5. Be it further enacted, That one-tenth part of each share 
shall be paid at the time of subscribing, and the remainder payable 
by instalments, not to exceed the rate of one-tenth for every six 
months thereafter. The times of payment to be published in the news- 
papers at Cahawba, Montgomery, and Mobile, every week for two 
months before the respective payments shall be required to be made; 
such times of payment to be determined by the directors. The pay- 
ments to be made in specie paying currency. The superintendents 
shall place the moneys in the nearest bank, or other secure hands, 
for safe keeping, and shall, immediately after the term of subscrip- 
tion, give notice in writing to the superintendents at Cahawba, of 
the names of subscribers, the number of shares subscribed by each, 
and the moneys paid in; and, in case the aggregate amount of sub- 
scriptions amount to thirty thousand dollars, then the superintend- 
ents at Cahawba shall publish a day and place for the election of 
seven directors, every share to be entitled to one vote, and stock- 
holders to be entitled to vote by proxy. The said superintendents 
at Cahawba to have full power and authority to appoint managers 
for holding such election. 

Snc. 6. And be it further enacted, That, in case the whole amount 
of subscriptions shall not amount to the sum of thirty thousand 
dollars, the superintendents at Cahawba, shall forthwith determine, 


Ex. Doc. No 49. 67 


; * 
^as their discretion may direct, either to order and advertise for 
epening such subscriptions again at the places aforesaid by the 
same superintendents, or others, in case of death or removal of 
those previously appointed, or to direct the repayment to subscri- 
bers the sums respectively subscribed and paid. 

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That the company hereby estab- 
lished shall be, and the same is hereby, made a body politic and 
corporate, under the name and style of the “Coosa Navigation 
Company,” and shall so continue until one thousand eighth hundred 
and forty-eight, and by that'name shall be, and are hereby, made 
able and capable in law to have, purchase, receive, possess, enjoy, 
and retain to them and their successors, lands, rents, tenements, 
hereditaments, goods, chattels, and effects, of whatever kind, na- 
ture, or quality, to an amount not exceeding in the whole one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars, including in the amount of capital 
&tock. And the same to sell, grant, demise, alien, or dispose of, to 
sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, answer and be answered 
unto, defend and be defended in any suit, action, matter, or thing, 
in any court, either of law or equity, or any other place whatsoever; 
and also to make, have, and use, a common seal, and the same to 
break, alter, or renew at their pleasure; and also to ordain, estab- 
lish, and put in execution, such by-laws, ordinances, and regu- 
lations, as they shall deem necessary and convenient for the 
government of said corporation, not being contrary to the law of 
. this State, or of the United States, and generally to do and execute 

all and singular the acts, matters, and things, which to them may 
appear necessary, or which to them it shall or may appertain to do, 
as incident to bodies corporate, subject nevertheless, in addition to 
the restrictions and provisions hereinafter prescribed and declared. 

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That the directors shall meet and 
organize, and appoint such officers as may be necessary for con- 
ducting the business of said company; they shall keep regular ac- 
counts, and make an annual report of their proceedings and finances 
to the legislature of this State. In case of the death, resignation, 
ur removal of any one of the directors, or: should a vacancy occur 
in any manner whatever in the board of directors, a majority of 
the remaining directors may fill such vacancy; and an annual elec- 
tion of directors shall be held on the first Monday of December, in 
each and every year, at Cahawba. The directors shall have power 
to change the place of election of directors, giving public notice 
thereof in some newspaper at least two months before the election. 

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That the directors, a majority be- 
ing present, shall have power to determine upon all plans of im- 
proveinent relative to the contemplated improvement, and may au- 
thorize a committee or agents to contract for or superintend the 
execution of any such plan; and to make contracts for necessary 
supplies, or for such engineers and laborers as may be required; not 
to exceed in amount or value the sums appropriated by the board 
of directors. 

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted, That the directors may subscribe 
to such company as may be incerporated by the legislature of, the 
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State of Tennessee, for the purposes mentioned in the first section of 
this act, a sum not exceeding the one third part of the whole sub- 
scribed capital of the company hereby incorporated: Provided, That 
no such subscription shall be made unless the assent of a majority 
in interest of the stockholders be obtained in writing. 

Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, That the directors shall have pow- 
er to enforce the payment of stock subscribed, either by making a 
failure amount to a forfeiture or otherwise. 

Sec. 12. Be it further enacted, That when the improvements 
of the fall, called Wetumka, shall be deemed by the directors to be 
completed, and the directors shall desire liberty to receive toll for 
the passage of boats of the same, they shal! apply to the governor 
of this State, who shall cause the same to be examined; and in case 
such improvement is deemed completed, so as to admit the easy 
and safe ascent and descent of boats of fifty tons burthen, then he 
shall certify the same to the directors; whereupon they shall be au- 
thorized to make regulations for receiving toll not exceeding the 
rates hereinafter mentioned, that is to say, for each barrel twelve 
and a half cents. 

Sec. 13. Be it further enacted, That when the several shoals above 
-the Wetumka falls, including those at the“ Ten Islands,“ shall be 
deemed completed, as far as to allow the easy and safe ascent and 
descent of boats of twenty tons, then the directors may apply to the 
governor of this State and obtain a certificate, in like manner as is 
provided in the last preceeding section of this act; and shall, there- . 
upon, be authorized to make regulations for receiving toll, not ex- 
ceeding the rates hereinafter mentioned, viz, for each barrel twelve 
and a half cents. | 

Sec. 14. Be it further enacted, That when the directors shall cer- 
tify to the governor of this State, that any shoal or shoals is, or are, in 
a partial state of forwardness, so as to admit the safe ascent and 
descent of boats of twenty tons, the governor shall, on being 
satisfied with the state of improvement of said river, or any part 
thereof, graut liberty to receive toll at such rates as, from the state 
of the works, be may deem proper. 

Sec. 15. Bc it further enacted, That the directors, after receiving 
said toll on all or any part of the works, shall commence and de- 
clare semi-annual dividends, on the first Monday of June and De- 
cember in each and every year, of nett proceeds, as may be above 
all expenses, and sums necessary fer repairs and improvements. 

Sec. 16. Be it further enacted, That stock shall be transferable 
only on the books of the company. 

Sec, 17. Be it further enacted, That the directors, by and with 
the consent of a majority in interest of the stockholders, may enter 
into such contract with any company which may be formed by the 
State of Tennessee for opening the communication between the 
waters of Tennessee and Alabama rivers, which may be requisite 
to complete a canal, or improve the waters in Tennessee leading 
to the point of communication, as they may deem proper, not con- 
travening any of the laws and regulations of the State of Tennes- 
see. 


Approved, December 30, 1823. 


THIRTIETH CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


MAIL FROM NEW YORK TO BREMEN. 


LETTER 


POSTMASTER GENERAL, 


Transmitting a copy of the contract made with the Ocean Steam 
Navigation Company for taking the United States mail between 
New York and Bremen, upon the terms and conditions required by 
the act of 3d March, 1845. 


Marcu 13, 1848. 
Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


Post OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
2d March, 1847. 


Sin: In compliance with the first section of the act of the 3d of 
March, 1845, “ to provide for the transportation of the mail be- 
tween the United States and foreign countries, and for other pur- 
poses," I have the honor to transmit the copy of a contract made 
with the Ocean Steam Navigation Company for taking the United 
States mail between New York and Bremen, upon the terms and 
conditions required by said act. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


C. JOHNSON. 


To the SPEAKER . f 
Of the House of Representatives. 
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$100,000 per annum for the every other month service: or 
400,000 per annum for the full semt-monthly service to Bremen 
Haven: or 
350,000 per annum for the full semt-monthly service to Havre and 
Bremen Haven alternately. 


This article of contract, made the second day of February, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, between the 
United States and the Ocean Steam Navigation Company, of the 
city of New York, witnesseth: ` | 

That whereas one Edward Mills, of the city of New York, was, 
on the nineteenth day of February, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-six, accepted, according to the provisions of the act of 
Congress entitled an act to provide for the transportation of the 
mail between the United States and foreign countries, and for other 
purposes, as contractor for establishing a line of steamships and for 
carrying the mail to and from Europe, at the annual compensation 
hereinafter expressed: And whereas, said acceptance, which was 
conditioned upon an appropriation of Congress, has been confirmed 
by acts of Congress making appropriations for said service, ap- 
proved on the 19th June, 1846, aforesaid, and on the 2d March, 
1847: 

And whereas, the said Edward Mills did, on the nineteenth day 
of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, 
with Herman Oelricks, John A. Iselin and John L. Stephens, his 
sureties, jointly and severally undertake, covenant and agree with 
the United States as in these presents afterwards expressed: 

And whereas the said Edward Mills hath, by assignment bearing 
even date herewith, assigned, transferred and set over to the said 
the Ocean Steam Navigation Company, their successors and assigns, 
the said contract, and all benefit and advantage thereof, and all 
moneys to be received therefrom or thereunder; which assignment 
hath been this day confirmed by the said the United States: 

And whereas the said United States have agreed to execute this 
present contract with the Ocean Steam Navigation Company, in 
lieu of the said contract between the said the United States and 
the said Edward Mills: 

Now, therefore, the said the Ocean Steam Navigation Company 
do undertake, covenant and agree with the United States, and do 
bind themselves to establish a line of steamships, and to carry the 
mail to and from Europe, as follows,to wit: to construct and com- 
plete, by the first day of March, 1847, a first class steamship, not 
less than fourteen hundred tons, nor less than ten hundred horses’ 
power, and to convey the mails in said ship from New York to 
Cowes, in England, and thence to Bremen Haven, in Germany, and 
from said Bremen Haven, by Cowes, to New York; and perform 
regular trips, and convey the mail as aforesaid, as often as once in 
two months from each end of said route; and by the first day of 
August in 1847,to construct and complete another steamship of the 
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first class, and of not less than the like size and power as the fore- 
going, and to convey the mails in said ship from New York, by 

owes, to Bremen Haven aforesaid, and also from Bremen Haven, by 
Cowes, to New York, every alternate month in the year; and by the 
first day of March, 1848, to construct and complete two more steam- 
ships of the first class, of not less than the like size and power as 
the foregoing, and with said ships perform regular trips, and carry | 
the mails as aforesaid from New York, by Cowes, to Bremen Ha- 
ven, and from Bremen Haven, by Cowes, to New York, once 
a month in each direction, so as to make a regular twice-a-month 
conveyance of the mail from each end of the route during the 
whole year; and said contractors do further covenant and agree 
with the United States, and bind themselves, that said ships shall 
be, in all respects, of the best form and qualities for sailing, for 
power, and for speed; that they shall be stanch, and built with a 
view to be converted into ships of war, in case of war, and subject 
to be taken by the President of the United States on appraisal, as 
provided in the act of Congress of 3d March, 1815, which steam- 
ships shall at any time be subject to inspection by officers ap- 
pointed by the President, both during and after construction, with 
a view to report upon their eligibility in. all respects for war pur- 
poses; that they shall combine all the improvements in model, en- 
gines, and finish, and shall be of the best description of side wheel 
ships, and that each successive ship that is built, shall be so con- 
structed as to possess the advancing improvements that may arise 
in steamship construction in any of its branches, and that the line 
shall be kept up, by alterations, repairs or additions, as the exi- 
gency may require, fully equal to the best state of steamship im- 
provement attained; and further, to run said Jine with pen 
speed to the distance than is performed by the Cunard line of 
steamships between Boston and Liverpool and back. Privilege, 
will be allowed to the Postmaster General to send an occasional 
agent to Europe. But the mails are to be duly taken from and de- 
livered into the post offices at the ports named, by said contractors. 
If the ships are ready to run before the times above named, they 
are to commence mail service immediately, and the pay is to run 
from commencement of service. Contractors are to have the privi- 
lege to run each alternate ship to and from Havre, in France, in- 
stead of Bremen Haven, stopping, however, in each direction, at 
Cowes. The privilege to run to Havre not to be allowed or taken 
until the second ship is built and run, in the first place, nor in the 
second place, till the fourth ship is built and run; and the pay for 
the ship to Havre is to be made at the rate of seventy-five thousand 
dollars a year instead of one hundred thousand dollars. It is fur- 
ther covenanted and agreed, that if it shall be hereafter deemed 
preferable by the Postmaster General to deliver the mail at South- 
ampton instead of Cowes, he shall have authority to require the 
same, provided it can be done without injury to the passenger and 
freight interests of said contractors; and the contractors are to have 
privilege of landing their freight and passengers at Southampton; 
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provided it does not so detain the mail in either direction, as to 
enable its receipt to be by any means anticipated either at Bremen 
Haven or New York. 

And under the foregoing stipulations it is further covenanted 
and agreed by the said contractors: 

First. To carry said mail within the times fixed in the annexed 
schedule of departures and arrivals, and so carry until said schedule 
is altered by the authority of the Postmaster General of the United 
States as hereinafter provided, and then to carry according to said 
altered schedule. 

Second. To carry said mail in a safe and secure manner, free 
from wet, or other injury, in a separate apartment in each ship, to 
be fitted up under the order of the department, if the Postmaster 
General shall require one for the exclusive accommodation of the 
mail. 

Third. To take the mail and every part of it from, and deliver it 
and every part of it into the post office at New York, Cowes, and 
Bremen Haven, or to the agent of the Bremen government, as the 
case may be. ° 

They also undertake, covenant, and agree with the United States, 
and do bind themselves to be answerable for the person to whom 
the said.contractors shall commit the care and transportation of the 
mail, and accountable to the United States for any damages which 
may be sustained by the United States through his unfaithfulness 
or want of care; and that the said contractors will discharge any ` 
carrier of said mail, whenever required to do so by the Postmaster 
General; also, that they will not transmit by themselves or their 
agents, or be concerned in transmitting commercial intelligence 
more rapidly than by mail, and that they will not carry or suffer 
to be carried, letters or newspapers out of the mail, and that they 
will not knowingly convey any person carrying on the business of 
transporting letters or other mail matter, without the special con- 
sent of the department; and further, that the said contractors will 
convey, without additional charge, post office blanks, mail bags, and 
the occasional agent of the Postmaster General, on the exhibition, 
of his credentials. 

They further undertake, covenant, and agree with the United 
States, that the said contractors will collect quarterly, if required 
by the Postmaster General, of the post office of Bremen the 
balances due from it, if any, to the General Post Office of the 
United States, and faithfully render an account thereof to the Post- 
master General, in the settlement of quarterly accounts, and will 
pos over to the General Post Office all balances remaining in their 

ands. 

For which services, when performed, the said the Ocean Steam 
Navigation Company are to be paid by the said United States at the 
rate of one hundred thousand dollars a year, for each ship going . 
by Cowes to Bremen Haven and back by c 8 to New York, once 
in two months throughout the year as aforesaid; and for each ship 
going by said Cowes to Havre in France, and back by Cowes to 
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New York, at the rate of seventy-five thousand dollars a year, 
making for the full semi-monthly conveyance when performed to 
Bremen Haven and back, four hundred thousand dollars per an- 
num; but if said semi-monthly conveyance be divided, so as to be 
performed monthly to Havre and back, and monthly to Bremen 
Haven and back, by alternate trips, then the full annual pay will 
be three hundred and fifty thousand dollars. The payments are to 
be made quarterly, in the months of May, August, November, and 
February, on due performance of service. 

It is hereby stipulated and agreed by the said contractors, that 
the Postmaster General may change the schedule; he allowing a . 
pro rata increase of compensation, within the restrictions imposed 
by law, for any additional service that may be thereby required. 

And it is also hereby stipulated and agreed by the said contrac- 
tors, that in all cases there is. to be a forfeiture of the pay of the 
trip, when the trip is not run; also, that fines may be imposed upon 
the contractors unless the delinquency be satisfactorily explained 
to the Postmaster General in due time ; for failing to take or de- 
liver the mail, or any part of it; for suffering it to be wet, injured, 
lost, or destroyed; for carrying it in a place or manner that ex- 
poses it to depredation, loss, or injury by being wet or otherwise; 
for refusing, after demand and tender of proper compensation, not 
exceeding a due proportion of the pay, to convey a mail by any 
steamship which the contractors run or are concerned in running 
on the route, beyond the number of trips above specified; or for 
not arriving at the time set in the schedule, unless not caused by 
neglect, or want of proper skill, or by misconduct. And for set- 
ting up or running an express to transmit letters or commercial in- 
telligence in advance of the mail; or for transmitting, knowingly; 
or after being informed, any one engaged in transporting letters or 
mail matter, in violation of the laws of the United States, a penalty 
of fifty dollars may be exacted for each offence, and for each arti- 
cle so carried. 

And it is hereby further stipulated and agreed by the said con- 
tractors, that the Postmaster General may annul the contract for 
repeated failures; for violating the post office laws; for disobeying 
the instructions of the department; for refusing to discharge a car- 
rier, or any other person having charge of the mail by their direc- 
tion, when required by the department; for assigning the contract 
without the consent of the Postmaster General; for setting up or 
running an express as aforesaid; or for transporting persons con- 
veying mail matter out of the mail as aforesaid; and this contract 
shall, in all its parts, be subject to the terms and requisitions of 
an act of Congress, passed on the twenty-first day of April, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight bundred and eight, entitled 
An act concerning public contracts,“ and may at any time be 
terminated by a joint resolution of the two Houses of Congress. 

This contract 1s to be for the term of five years, commencing the 
frst day of March, 1847. 

In witness whereof, the said the Ocean Steam Navigation Com- 
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pany have caused their corporate seal to be hereto affixed, and the 
same to be signed by their president and attested by their secre- 
tary, the day and year first above written. 

C. H. SAND, 


President of the Ocean Steam Navigation Company. 
Attest : 
DC E. Anperson, Secretary. 


As there was a delay of four months, from 19th February to 19th 
June, 1846, in the consummation of this agreement, by reason of 
submitting the same to the action of Congress, and which was not 
contemplated by Mr. Mills when he forwarded his proposals, the 
power of final decision being given by the act of 1845 to the Post- 
master General, it is hereby agreed and consented to, in view of 
the effect of this delay upon the preparations of the contractor, 
that the like time be allowed him for the completion of each ship 
named in the contract, beyond the time set. The term of five 
years is to be computed from the commencement of service within 
the extension here granted. 

| C. JOHNSON. 


Marcu 18, 1847. 


Digitized by Google 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


MAIL FROM CHARLESTON, CHAGRES, &c. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE POSTMASTER GENERAL, 


TRANSMITTING 


A copy of the contract made with M. C. Mordecai for taking the 
United States mail from Charleston to Havana, and an abstract 
of several other propositions for foreign mail service submitted. 
to the department. 


Marcu 13, 1848. 


Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed.. 


Post OFFICE DFPARTMENT, March 3, 1848. 


Sin: By the act of the 3d of March, 1847, the Postmaster Gen- 
eral was authorized to contract for the transportation of the mail 
from Charleston to Chagres, touching at St. Augustine and Key 
West, and also at Havana, and across the isthmus to Panama, and 
thence to Astoria; to be conveyed in steamships on the Pacific and 
in the Gulf of Mexico. once every two months, or oftener, as the: 
public interests may require, provided that the expenditure for the 
service did not exceed $100,000. f i 

Notices in the usual form, inviting propositions for the service, 
were issued, and no bids were made that could be accepted within 
the restrictions of the law. | 

A proposition was made by Mr. Mordecai, of Charleston, for 
taking the mail from Charleston to Havana, monthly, in vessels 
suited for war purposes, at the rate of $45,000 per annum. 

The importance of this service, constituting, as it does, a part of 
the service contemplated by the act of Congress, induced the un- 
dersigned to accept the proposition, upon condition that it should 
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be ratified by Congress, and appropriations made for the fulfilment 
of the contract. 

A copy of the contract is herewith submitted, marked A. 

Several other propositions have been submitted to the depart- 
ment under the provisions of the acts of the 3d of March, 1845, 
and 3d of March, 1847, for service to foreign countries in steamers 
suited to war purposes, none of which have been accepted by the 
department, from a belief that the proviso in the Ist section of the 
act of June 19th, 1846, making appropriations for the service of 
the Post Office Department, should be regarded as an intimation of 
the wish of Congress that further service of that character should 
not be engaged. 

An abstract of the several propositions accompanies this report, 
marked D, which are respectfully submitted for the further direc- 
tion of Congress in relation thereto. . 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

| C. JOHNSON, 

Postmaster General. 
Hon. R. C. Winturop, | 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


A. 
FOREIGN MAILS. 


$45,000 per annuin. 


This article of contract, made the fourth day of September, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, between the 
United States and M. C. Mordecai, of Charleston, South Carolina 

WitnessetH: That whereas said M. C. Mordecai was, on the 
21st day of August, 1847, accepted, according to the provisions of 
the act of Congress entitled “ An act to provide for the transpor- 
tation of the mail between the United States and foreign countries 
and for other purposes,” as contractor for building a steamship and 
for carrying the mail to and from Charleston, South Carolina, and 
Havana, in the island of Cuba, at the annual compensation herein- 
after expressed: 

Now, therefore, the said M. C. Mordecai, contractor and 
his sureties, do jointly and severally undertake, covenant, and 
agree with the United States, and do bind themselves to build a 
steamship and to carry the mail to and from Charleston and - 
Havana, as follows, to wit: To construct and complete, as soon as 
one can possibly be built, a steamship fully suitable, in all respects 
for the service, not to be less than one hundred and ninety feet 
keel, thirty-three feet beam, fourteen and a half feet hold, and 
seven feet spar deck. The materials in and upon said ship to be 
of the very best quality; and to carry the mails in said ship from 
Charleston, South Carolina, via Key West, Florida, to Havana, in 
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Cuba, and from said Havana, via Key West, to Charleston, South 
Carolina, and perform regular trips and convey the mail, as afore- 
said, as often as twice in each month from each end of said route; 
and said contractor and his sureties do further covenant and agree 
with the United States, and do bind themselves, that said ship shall 
be in all respects of the best form and qualities for sailing, for 
power, and for speed; that it shall be stanch, and built with a 
view to be converted into a ship-of-war, in case of war, and subject 
to be taken by the President of the United States on appraisal, as 
provided in the act of Congress of 3d March, 1815, which steam- 
ship shall at any time be subject to inspection by officers appointed 
by the President, both during and after construction, with a view 
to report upon its eligibility, in all respects, for war purposes; 
that it shall combine all the improvements in model, engines, 
boilers, and finish, and shall be of the best description of side- 
wheel ships; and that the ship shall be kept up by alterations, 
repairs, or additions, as the exigency may require, fully equal to 
the best s'ate of steamship improvement attained, and will carry an 
agent of the department with the meils; but the mails are to be 
duly taken from and delivered into the post offices at the ports 
named by said contractor. 

As soon as said ship is completed, mail service is to commence, 
and pay is to run from commencemen: of service. And under the 
foregoing stipulations, it is further covenanted and agreed by said 
contractor and his sureties, 1st. To carry said mail within the times 
fixed in the annexed schedule of departures and arrivals, and so 
carry until said schedule is altered by the authority of the Post- 
master General of the United States, as hereinafter provided, and 
then to carry according to said altered schedule. 2d. To carry 
said mail in a safe and secure manner, free from wet or other 
injury, in a separate apartment of the ship, to be fitted up under 
the order of the department, if the Postmaster General shall require 
one for the exclusive accommodation of the mail. 3d. To take the 
mail, and every part of it, from, and deliver it, and every part of it, 
into the post offices at Charleston, Key West, and Havana, or to 
the agent of the Spanish government, as the case may be. 

They also undertake, covenant, and agree with the United States, 
and do bind themselves jointly and severally, as aforesaid, to be 
answerable for the person to whom the said contractor shall commit 
the care and transportation of the mail, and accountable to the 
United States forany damages which may be sustained by the United 
States through bis unfaithfulness or want of care, and that the 
said contractor will discharge any carrier of said mail whenever 
required to do so by the Postmaster General; also, that he will not 
transmit by himself, or his agent, or be concerned in transmitting, 
commercial intelligence more rapidly than by mail; and that he 
will not carry, or suffered to be carried, letters or newspapers out the 
mail; and that he will not, knowingly, convey any person carrying 
on the business of transporting letters, or other mail matter, with- 
out the special consent of the department. And, further, that the 
said contractor will convey, without additional charge, post office 
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blanks, mail bags, and agent of the department,on the exhibition 
of his credentials. . 

They further undertake, covenant, and agree with the United 
States, that the said contractor will collect quarterly, if required 
by the Postmaster General, of the post office of Havana the bal- 
ances due from it, if any, to the General Post Office of the United 
States, and faithfully render an account thereof to the Postmaster 
General in the settlement of quarterly accounts, and will pay over 
to the General Post Office all balances remaining in his hands. 

For which services, when performed, the said M. C. Mordecai, 
contractor, is to be paid by the said United States at the rate of 
forty-five thousand dollars a year, quarterly, in the months of May, 
August, November, and February, on due performance of service. 

It is hereby stipulated and agreed by said contractor and his 
sureties, that the Postmaster General may change the schedule, he 
allowing a pro rata increase of compensation within the restric- 
tions imposed by law for any additional servicethat may be thereby 
required. ; 

And it is hereby also stipulated and agreed by said contractor 
and his: sureties, that in all cases there is to be a forfeiture of the 
pay of the trip when the trip is not run; also, that fines may be 
imposed upon the contractor, unless the delinquency be satisfac- 
torily explained to the Postmaster in due time, for failing to take 
or deliver the mail, or any part of it; for suffering it to be wet, in- 
jured, lost, or destroyed; for carrying it in a place or manner that 
exposes it to depredation, loss, or injury, by being wet or other- 
wise; for refusing, after demand and tender of proper compensa- 
tion, not exceeding a due proportion of the pay, to carry a mail by 
any steamship, which the contractor runs or is concerned in run- 
ning on the route, beyond the number of trips above specified; or 
for not arriving at the time set in the schedule, unless not caused 
by neglect, or want of proper skill, or by misconduct. And for 
setting up or running an express to transmit letters or commercial 
intelligence in advance of the mail; or for transporting, knowingly, 
or after being informed, any one engaged in transmitting letters 
or mail matter in violation of the laws of the United States, a 
penalty of fifty dollars may be exacted for each offence, and for 
each article so carried. 

And it is hereby further stipulated and agreed by the said con- 
tractor and his sureties, that the Postmaster General may annul 
the contract for repeated failures; for violating the post office 
laws; for disobeying the instructions of the department; for re- 
fusing to discharge a carrier, or any other person having charge of 
the mail by their direction, when required by the department; for 
assigning the contract without the consent of the Postmaster 
General; for setting up or running an express as aforesaid; or for 
transporting persons conveying mail matter out of the mail as afore- 
said; or whenever tbe contractor shall become a postmaster, as- 
sistant postmaster, or member of Congress. And this contract 
shall, in all its parts, be subject to the terms and requisitions of 
an act of Congress, passed on the twenty-first day of April, in the 
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year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and eight, entitled 
* An act concerning public contracts,“ and may at any time be 
terminated by a joint resolution of the two houses of Congress. 
This contract is to commence so soon as the said ship is ready, 
and to terminate the thirtieth day of June, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-one, with the express understanding, 
however, that this contract is not binding without a ratification by 
Congress, and that the quarterly payments, herein stipulated, are 
to be made out of appropriations hereafter to be passed by Con- 
gress, and not from the general funds of the department 
In witness whereof, the said contractor and his sureties have 
hereunto set their hands and seals, the day and year set opposite to 
their names respectively. 
M. C. MORDECAI. 
H. GOURDEN. 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
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po — . — — ` ~ — — 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


—M— — —M——— — — 


© CONTRACTS, &c. 


| B — 
LETTER $r 
FROM THE 


ACTINC SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, 


TRANSMITTING, " 


Statements under acts of 21st April, 1808, and 2d March, 1809. 


Marcu 15, 1848. 
Laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


* 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, March 13, 1848. 


Sia: In obedience to the“ act concerning public contracts,“ ap- 
proved April 21, 1808, and the“ Act further to amend the several 
acts for the establishment and regulation of the Treasury, War, and 
Navy Departments," approved March 2, 1809, I have the honor to 
transmit herewith— 

1. Exhibits of contracts made by the Treasury Department during 
the years 1816 and 1847, (marked A, B, C, D, E, F, and G.) 

2. Statement of payments made according to law at the treasury 
of the United States from the 1st July, 1816, to the 30th June, 1847, 
for the discharge of miscellaneous claims not otherwise provided 
for, (marked H.) 

3. Statement of the expenditures from the marine hospital fund 
for the relief of sick and disabled seamen for the year ending the 
30th June, 1847, (marked I.) 

4. Statement showing the principal and aggregate heads of ex- 
penditure for the relief of sick and disabled seamen in each year, 
from 1836 to 1947, inclusive, (marked K.) 

I have the honor to be, very respecttully, sir, your obedient ser- 
vant 

i McCLINTOCK YOUNG, 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Roserr C. Winturor, 
Mpeuker of the nouse of itepresentatives. 
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Ex. Doc. No. 52, | 3 
B. 


Statement exhibiting the contract prices for furnishing the station- 
ery and executing the printing required for the Treasury Depart- 
ment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1847. 


STATIONERY. 


William F. Baily, contractor. 


Articles. Amonnt. 


— ee —yVrL 


Writing paper, made of linen, laid or wove, white or blue : 


Reams royal paper, for bookꝶ⁴Pq—f .. ashes eae $14 00 
Reams medium paper, for books........................... CCC 8 00 
Reams ſolio post, satin or plain finish, ſeint lined, and trimmed to weigh not less 
than 17 lbs. per ream..................... %% ͤ ᷣͤ' . 4 75 
Reams foolscap, hand-made, do do 12 lbs. per ream 4 00 
Reams foolscap, machine, do do 12 Ibs. per ream 2 50 
Reams ſoolscap, plain, hand-made, do do 12 lbs. per ream 3 00 
Reams ſoolscap, plain, machine, do do 12 Ibs. per ream 2 50 
Reams quarto post, hand-made, plain, feint lined three sides, per ream......... | 4 00 
Reams quarto post, machine, plain, feint lined three sides, per ream............ 2 50 
Reams quarto post, hand-made. plain, feint lined four sides, per ream........... 3 00 
Reams quarto post, machine, plain, feint lined four sides, per rem 2 25 
Reams quarto post, French, feint lined three sides, per ream.................. 8 00 
Reams note paper, gilt, per ream......... ied valent —— € 9 ..... 1 75 
Reams note paper, plain, per ream..... Tm e Ee KC 1 00 
Reams copying paper, per ream. ..... PERRA Ye ———Á— ease ins 1 50 
Reams envelope pup yore or buff, royal, per ream....... — geg bos 3 25 
Reams envelope paper, flat cap, white or blue, per ream...................... 1 75 
Reams blotting paper, royal, per ream............................. ee 1 00 
Dozen cards Perry’s best metallic pens, per dozen cards EE 4 25 
Dozen cards of all other manufacture in use, per dozen cards.............. vies 1 75 
Gross metallic pens, per gross................ T NEEN EE v Es 12 
Quills, No. 80, per thousand....................................... m 17 00 
Quills, No. 70, per thousand.......................... 3 T 14 00 
Dozen ever-pointed pencils, silver, per dozen PUT ER 4 00 
Dozen ever-pointed silver desk pencils, with rosewood handles, per dozen 3 00 
Dozen Contee’s best black lead penoils, graduatecdv ue —— 75 
Dozen Monroe’s, or other manufictured, graduatedddw UU: 30 
Dozen red lead pencils, per dozen................................. uq S eis T 25 
Dozen folders, ivory, 9-inch, per dozen.. ........... RUBUS AM Vi wed ers id ids 3 00 
Dozen red linen tape, assorted, per dozen........ )ͥĩ ĩ ͤ 27 
Dozen silk taste, assorted colors and widths, in hanks, per dozen is 1 00 
Dozen pounce boxes, cocoa, per dozen...................................... 1 00 
Dozen sand boxes, cocoa, per dozen CC FU E tie 2 00 
Dozen sand boxes, tin, per dozen........................................... 60 
Dozen inkstands, cut glass, recently invented fountain, moveable tops, per dozen. 2 00 
Dozen French pump China Mkstands dd 15 00 
Dozen waſer stands or boxes, cocoa or Japanned, per dozen SEDE ANE 1 50 
Dozen erasers, Rodgers & Son's, ivory handles, per dozen.............. bodies 3 00 
Dozen penknives, Rodgers & Son's, 4 blades, buckhorn handles, per dozen. 14 00 
Dozen penknives, Abbott’s American, 4 blade, buckhorn handles, per dozen..... 8 00 
Dozen desk knives, Rodgers & Son's, 1 blade, ivory handles, per dozen......... 2 50 
Dozen wafer stamps, ivory handles, per dozen, EE 3 00 
Dozen wafer stands, lignumvite handles, per dozen.......................... 1 00 
Gallons ink, black, Maynard & Noyes's, per gallon... /n... .: 30 
Bottles ink, black, Maynard & Noyes's, in bottles, per quart bottle........... 8 12 
ink, red, per quart................................................. 30 
Quarts ink, black, Cooper & Phillips's, or equal, per quart bottl aa 50 
Quarts ink, blue, Stephens's, per quart bottle............. ꝑ . 08 
Quarts ink, red, Arnold’s, or equal, in J pint bottles, per bottle 10 


Quarts ink, copying, (Terry’s,) in pint bottles, per bottle............ . 2⁰ 
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B- Continued. 
Articles. š Amount. 
Wafers, large red, for department seal, per thousand.......... Re Lie $1 00 
Pounds wafers, assorted sizes. per pound............. sd ash sx Med ¿a awas 5p 
Pounds sealing wax, best extra superfine scarlet, per pound................... 1 00 
Pounds sealing wax, superfine, per pound................ — a eee . 25 
Pounds sealing wax, black, per pound...................................... 62 
Pounds India rubber, prepared, per pound................................... 50 
Quarts black sand, per quart.............................. —€— — 03 
Ounces pounce, per ounce....... 2 ( 03 
Sheets drawing paper, antiquarian, per sheet....... ——ÁÁ— EEE à 60 
Sheets drawing paper, elephant, per sheet................................... 08 
Sheets tracing paper, largest size, French, per sheet....... dA: AE 20 
Dozen India ink, best, per dozen............................... —— em 12 
Dozen camel's hair pencils, per dozen, ndnd Q n.. 12 
Dozen water colors, per dozen cakes. .......... pa eA Redi sd. T" ] 00 
Pounds twine, linen, per pound................. EE 25 
Pounds twine, cotton, per poundᷣItmwtuꝶů 20 
Binders’ boards, 6} by 103 inches................. eee hh q 6 012 
Dozen office shears, 11 inches, per dozen................ c 5 00 
Dozen office scissors, per dozen 3 MEL 
Pocket envelopes, of white or yellow paper, of the following sizes, viz: 83 by 
3$ inches, per hundred................. JC ad wa apaaa 50 
zen rulers, mahogany, round or flat, per dozen SE 1 00 
Dozen elastic pen-holders, Alden's, per dozen............ +... Sea ed ra ERE 2 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Comptroller's Office, February 18, 1848. 


, Comptroller. 
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C. 


Statement exhibiting the contfact prices for furnishing the station- 
ery and executing the printing required for the Treasury Depart- 
ment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1848, 

STATIONERY. 


William F. Bayly, contractor. 


RET ̃ uu ee) ee ̃ ̃ . ... Se ee . a Geet eege: „ 


Articles. 


— -—— —L— - 


Writing paper, made of linen, laid or wove, white or blue : 


Reams royal paper, for books....................................... n" $12 00 
Reams medium paper, for books ........................................... 8 00 
Reams folio post, satin or plain finish, fàint lined, and trimmed to weigh not less 
than 17 lbs. per Teal ge e. u oed eam e 8 Rd eines 4 50 
Reams foolscap, hand-made, do do do 12 lbs. per ream 3 00 
Reams foolscap, machine, do do do O.ecccoe 3 00 
Reams foolscap, plain, band-made, do do do....... 2 76 
Reams foolscap, plain, machine, do ` do do do 2 50 
Reams quarto post, hand-made, plain, feint lined three sides, per rem 8 40 
Reams quarto post, machine, plain, feint lined three sides, per ream ........... 3 25 
Reams quarto post, hand-made, plain, feint lined, four sides, per rem 2 76 
Reams quarto post, machine, plain, feint lined four sides, per ream. ............ 2 25 
Reams quarto post, French, feint lined three sides, per ream............... ‘he 2 50 
Reams note paper, gilt, per ream......2............................. —— 1 50 
Reams note paper, plain, per ream........... FCC š 1 00 
Reams copying paper, per ream............................................ 1 50 
Reams envelope paper, yellow or buff, royal, per ream ........ TT 3 00 
Reams envelope paper, flat cap, white or blue, per ream ..................... 1 75 
Reams blotting paper, royal, per ream.......................... T 1 00 
cards Porry's best metallio pens, per dozen cards ......... (XE ela rate es 2 00 
Dozen cards of all other manufacture in use, per dozen cards.......... —— re 1 76 
Gross metallic pens, per gross .... Ms RR dera ES EE —— SEELEN EEN 12 
Quills, No. 80, per thousand................... errr e ES EUR IA idus 16 00 
Quills, No. 70, per thousand...... ce vee tege saa. e Renee es ES T 14 00 
Dozen ever-pointed pencils, silver, per dozen ............... FF is 4 00 
ever-pointed silver desk pencils. with rosewood handles. per dozen 3 00 
Dozen Contee's best black lead pencils, graduated. ............ T" 50 
Dozen Monroe's, or other manulactured, graduated ................... e vs š 30 
Dozen red lead pencils, per dozen eue ue ssa sae a dd 25 
Dozen folders, ivory, 9-inch, per dozen ..... C — 3 00 
Dozen red linen tape, assorted, per dozen —À Reg 26 
Dozen silk taste, assorted colors and widths, in hanks, per dozen ......... "T 50 
Dozen pounce boxes, cocoa, per dozen ..................... — QE 1 00 
Dozen sand boxes, cocoa, per dozen Serer cere E 2 00 
do tin, per dozen SE —9 n db e es 50 
Dozen inkstands, cut-gluss, recently invented fountain, moveable tops, per dozen. 2 00 
Dozen French pump China iakstands, per dezen ...................... ....... 15 00 
Dozen wafer stands or boxes, cocoa or Japanned, per dozen........ Fs RE dcs ei 1 00 
Dozen erasers, Rodgers & Son's, genuine, ivory handles, per dozen..... TET 3 00 
Dozen penknives, Rodgers & Son’s, 4 blades, genuine, buckhorn handles, 
a/ ĩ eee ees RE EE n PME ides 15 00 
Dozen penknives, Abbott’s American, 4 blade, genuine, buckhorn handles, per T 
OZEN ...... ao a. oa ..... ee eo me „ „ %%% „%„% %%% %% „%% „666 e % %% %%% % % „„ „„ „„ „„ „„ „66 „60 
Dozen desk knives, Rodgers & Son's, 1 blade, genuine, ivory handles, per dozen. 3 00 
Dozen wafer stamps, ivory handles, per dozen ...... ee EE 3 00 
Dozen wafer stamps, lignumvite handles, per dozen V 1 00 
Gallons ink, black, Maynard & Noyes's, per gallon................. — ÁO 30 
Bottles ink, black, Maynard & Noyes's, in bottles, per quart bottle ............ 12 
Quarts ink, red, per quart ............ €— v — „n QR ta Ed e VU 20 
Quarts ink, black, Cooper & Phillips’s, or equal, per quart bottle .............. 40 
Quarts ink, blue, Stephens's, per quart bottle..... ——— yes kai w as 8 
Bottles ink, red, Arnold's, or equal, in ] pint bottles, per bottle ..... — " 8 
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C—Continued. 
E ` 
Articles. Amount. 

Bottles ink, copying, Terry's, in J pint bottles, per bottle.......... Mob reddes $4 $0 06 
Wafers, large red, Tor department seal. per eb!!! T 50 
Pounds wafers, assorted sizes, red, per pound «i.c esas EE | 50 
Pounds sealing wax, best extra superfine scarlet, per pound. . EP VERA NAA RI en 75 
Pounds sealing wax, superfine, per pound ............ C 25 
Pounds sealing wax, black, per pound.. EE SETE 62 
Pounds India rubber, prepared, per pound. S TOET TTET T 50 
Quarts black sand, per quart ...................... 777 3 
Ounces pounce, per ounce eee —— Cana kau ee ee eee 3 
Sheets drawing paper, antiquarian, per sheet.. eege TE ETEA 60 
Sheets drawing paper, elephant, per sheet..... EOS PR RE RAT sy wasipa quwanki 8 
Sheets tracing paper, ‘largest size, French, per hee 50 
Dozen India ink. best, per dozen ..................... Dee — ias TT 12 
Dozen camel's hair pencils, per dozen ......... NE bug Se T" 12 
Dozen water colors, per dozen cakes .......... ——M C T 75 
Pounds twine, linen, per pound ............... EE Scr Sad qa E FP EE 37 
Pounds twine, cotton, per pound... 323 a ERR eS J CE RA ER RE 20 
Binders’ boards, 6} by 103 inches TE DETURNA TER ER EATUR EEN VE da re RR 1 
Dozen office shears, II inches, per dozen......... eere 4 00 
Dozen office scissors, per EE 1 50 
Pocket envelopes, of white or yellow paper, of the following sizes, ` viz: 81 by 3j 

inches, per hundred Ca aw p papasus qupa V 4 00 
Dozen rulers, mahogany, round or flat, %% O pe ok 50 
Dozen elastic pen-holders, Alden's, per dozen.............. — A O 12 
Reams foolscap, blue, hand-made, feint lined, garden pattern, commonly known 

as despatch or consular paper, to weigh not t less than 16 Ibs. per rem 600. 
Ever-pointed gold pencils and pens, er denen Sq isis e 72 00 
Ever - pointed silver pencils, with gol pens, per dozen ......... ———— eT 25 00 
Lead for ever-pointed pencils, assorted sizes, per gros 25 
Pounce boxes, of ivory, per EE LO E 2 00 


TnagAsunv DEPARTMENT, 
Comptroller's Office, February 18, 1848. 
— — ———, Comptroiler. 
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PRINTING. 


Columbus Alexander, contractor. 


— ee — <= SEN — oi 5 E —— 
-— - — — S eech Ge e — — 


— — 


Description of printing. Per 100 Price per 
i sheets. ream. 
Circulars, | ed post, one page, one on a sheet. $2 00 $1 00 
o two pages on a sheet E 1 00 ] 00 
do four pages on a sheet.................... SS ] 00 3 00 
Circulars, foolscap, one page.......................... 8 1 00 1 00 
do two pages Es SerTerrr Terres 1 00 3 00 
do four pages Mase dee E ee 1 00 3 00 
Circulars, quarto post, per pago, if over four pages. 1 00 3 00 
Blank forms, quarto post, broadside, one cn a sheet...... iy See san 1 00 5 00 
Blank warrants, foolscap, one page, two on a sheet... TII 4 00 
Blank forms, quarto post. printed on both sides. alen . 3 00 
do one page, one on a sheet................ 1 00, 1 00 
do one page, two on a sheet........... e 1 00 
o one page, four on a sheet................1.. DT 2 00. 
Blank forms, foolscap, one page, one on a sheet....................|.......... 5 00 
o one page, two on a sheeeũũi . . — 1 00 
do one page, four on a sheet...... sss eese ove SEENEN 1 00 
Circulars on foolseap, three pages on a sheetqUUUUPUUU . 6 00 
Letters to pension agents, quarto post, in script, one page 1 00 6 00 
do do do two pages 1 00 2 00 
Handbill proclamations, foolscap, one page, two on a shect......... 1 00 2 00 
Handbill proclamations, foolseap, two pages on a sheet............ 1 00 2 00 
Registers and receivers! monthly and quarterly abstraets, medium 
broadside, printed on both sides, with head and rules m T 8 00 
Blank certificates of purchase, six on a sheet, medium 10 00 
Blank receipts, eight on a sheet, medium.. .......................|.......... 9 00 
Blank applications, six on a sheet, medium....... RP C DEDE eu aes ies — 5 00 
Land patents, on parchment, per 100, exclusive of parchments. ..... 12 t 
Cirealars, blank. or script, quarto post, one page, one on a N 
Treasurer’s weckly statement of eae drafts and specie. imperial 
writing paper; RACK Rie d cg 500 .......... 
Blank forms, quarto post, broadside, one on a sheet.............. "M 10 00 
Blank forms, folio post, broadside, two on u shee ii. v —— — 3 00 
do do one on a heet... scele] veer 3 00 
Ceruticates of copy of accounts settled, foolscap. one page, two on | 
a. sheet „ ⁰y / o md T ] 00 
Ship registers, folio post, one page, two on a sheetvt eee q š 6 00 
Ship enrolments, folio post, onc page, two on a sheet............... — 6 00 
Ship licences, folio post, one page, two on a sheet.......... eese] . T 6 00 
Blank certificates, foolscap, one page, two on a sheet..............|...... — 1 00 
Blank certificates, tolio p one page, one on a sheet........... 4 ea ves mE es 7 00 
Blank requisitions, &c., foolscap, two on a sheet.................. T —— 4 00 
Blank certificates, quarto post, one page, one on a sheet...... E E TEE 6 00 
Blank receipts or acknow SE quarto post, one page, one on 
i.... e — 6 00 
Reports, folio post, one page, one on a sheet. Sx vedq es dw ds ..|.......... 7 00 
do o two pages, two on a sheet................... . 7 00 
do ſoolscap one page, one on a hee Z. — 5 00 
do do two pages, one ona sheeꝶ . v e 1 00 
do folio post, broadside, one on a sheet.......... CC er 7 00 
do do two on a abeet. see eee leg 4 00 
Requisitions, foolscap, two on a sheet FC — y 1 00 
Certificates of settlement of accounts, folio post, one on a sheet. . 5 00 
do foolscap, one page on a sheet. SE 2 00 |... 
do do two pages on a sheet... e 1 00 4 00 
do quarto post, one page on a sheet. E [uapa qa ss er 


du du one page on a sheet, with letter of advice..|.......... 
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D—Continued. 
Description of printing. Per 100 | Price per 
sheets. ream 

Certificates, quarto post, two pages on a sheet E eus ade $3 00 
Circulars, letters, and forms, relative to light-house daties, one pago 

on a-sheet......................................... ( —L[ͤ— 4. —ᷣU 3 00 
Ciroulars, quarto post, one page ona sheet, instructions MU e rrr EN 3 00 
Circulars, quarto post, two pages on a sheet. . .. .. ‘cated eee E er 6 00 
Blank accounts, folio, two pages on a sheet........ a dE Ms 3 00 
Blank abstracts, ſoolscapoê/,r ek ́ . — 4 00 
Returns of district attorneys and returns of marshals, folio post, | 

broadside, one on a sheet.................... C 5 00 
Errors in accounts, ſolio post, 24 on a sheet.............. — n 5 50 
Blank orders and receipts, quarto post, one page, two on a sheet. TR 2 00 
Blank acknowledgments, quarto post, one page, two on à sheet.....|.......... 3 00 
Blank drafts on postmasters. quarto post, one page, two on a sheet... es 3 00 
Blank reports of settlements, quarto post, one page, two on a sheet.|.......... 3 00 


-eer EE E -e 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Comptroller's Office, February 18, 1848. 
2 — — — , Comptroller. 


Ex. Doc. No. 52. 
E. 


PRINTING. 


Columbus Alexander, contractor. 


Description of printing. 


sheets. 

Circulars and instructions, quarto post, one page, one on a sheet.... $2 00 

do do two pages on a sheet........ 50 

do do three pages on a sheet...... 50 

do do four pages on a sheet........ 50 

Circulars and instructions, foolscap, one page 2 00 

do do two page: eꝶ e 50 

do do ſour pages 50 
Circulars, quarto post, per page, if over four pages, for each addi- 

en p eeeee‚e‚ ³ð 10 


Blank forms, quarto post, broadside, one on a sheet ........... eco 1 00 

Blank warrants, foolscap, one page, two on a sheet ...............|.......... 

Mi forms, quarto post, printed on both sides æ 
d 


o EE 90 
do do do two on a sheet 50 
do do do four on a sheet . vada pea 
Bank forms, foolscap. one page, one on a sheet ee ere ee eee ° 
do o do twoonasheet................ ede d uix 
do do do four on a Sheet. . 
Circulars on ſoolscap, three pages on a sheet... . "———Ó—— 
B to pension agents, quarto post, in script, one page 90 
do do do two pages ........ 50 
Handbill proclamations, foolscap, one page, two on a sheet..... ee 2 00 
do do do two pages on a sheet 3 00 
Registers and receivers’ monthly and quarterly abstracts, medium 
broadside, printed on both sides, with head and rules . . 
Blank certificates of purchase, six on a sheet, medium.............|.......... 
Blank receipts, eight ona sheet, medii e Ra vna "—— 
Blank applications, six on a sheet, Sinn eR es as esas ER 
Certiticates of settlement of accounts, foolsenp, two pages on a sheet.|. .... nr 
Circulars, blank, or script, quarto post, one page, one on a sheet. . 
T reasure:'s weekly statement of treasury drafts and perie impe- 
EIERE EEGEN Ee eee us mia š 7 00 
Blank forms, quarto post, broadside. one on a sheet. EN PP 
do folio post, broadside, two on a sheet ................. 1 00 
do do do one on a sheet. ———Ó 
Certificates of eopy of ac counts settled, ee one page, two on 
BEER, ¿yop waspa saus ee EEN E 1 00 
Ship registers, folio post. one page, two on a Sheet. —— 
Ship enrolments, folio post, do dO ede uta ii W 
Ship licenses, folio post, do 9 EE CAD TS nou 
Blank certificates, foolseap, do dE 2 00. 
do folio post, one page, one on a she e 
Blank requisitions, &c., foolscap, two on a sheet AD 1 00 
Blank certificates, quarto post, one page, one on a sheet...........|.......... 
Blank receipts or “acknowledgments, quarto post. one page, one on 
Bee a ite ies ee SET 8 ——— —* 1 00 
Reports, folio post, one page. one on a sheet ...... Ves ad eis 1 00 
do do two pages, two on a sheet. . Vases 
do ſoolscup, one page, one on a sheet ...................... 1 00 
do do two pages, one on a sheet rr . ... 
do folio post, broadside, one on a Sheet EE suq T 
do o do two on a sheet ............. 3 
Requisitions, foolscap, two on a pnggge Md’! n „ 
Certificates of settlement of accounts, folio post. one on a sheet 
Certificates, foolscap, one page on a sheet............... ——M 2 00 
do do two pages on a sheet. .... e e cp a V 2 00 


Per 100 | Prioe per 


ream. 
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E— Continued. 


Description of printing. Per 100 | Price per 
sheets. ream. 


v 
bat fué — 


Certificates, quarto post, one page on a sheet ..... xe ea nsus es E 
do do one page on a sheet, with letter of advice ... 
do do two pages on a sheet OMITTI 

Circulars, letters, and forms, relative to light-house duties, one page 

on a sheet. bac ͤœpMWPP＋! WMWM 44666 „„ „ 

Cireulars, quarto post, one page on a sheet, instruetions r 
do do two pages on a sheet sores —— Ó — Emm 

Blank accounts, folio, two pages on a she 5 m 

Blank abstracts, foolscap . e e „„ 

Returns of district attorneys and returns of marshals, folio ‘post, 

broadside, one on a sheet E E EE DE 
Errors in accounts, folio post, 24 on a sheet ......................].......... 
do quarto post, two pages on a sheet. 8 

Blank orders and receipts, quarto post, one page, two on a sheet ...|.......... 

Blank acknowledgments, do do dole ices ete eR Rs 

Blank drafts on postmasters, do do 4 ss —— * 

Blank reports of settlements, do do dO cepi DEE 


88888 SES 
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Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Comptroller's Office, February 18, 1818. 


, Comptroller. 


Ex. Doc. No. 52. 


-o ‘HOTINOOW ^ A "f 
“SPSL 81 An, ‘WO 2,421104]du0;) 'IN3ICI4Vdd([ AWasvuu L 


P i —— — sf =F = — —— K E Em Sms „%ũ rĩ— `z==——=s==—= 0:0 9 
00 008 028 . @ w... °... Wee 8 | 
M eu Jo yuvg 14911 941 uo [e11dsoq opt em əy) jo uono[dtuoo OY2 JO tt II Áoeqo[) `d udesof |t. Leet ‘se ¿[nr 
—<r om—— a SSD  ———— ——— 5 — 
'3oe[qo 3eqa 104 "omg N | 2 


2% 0 84311041 duo;) 
IYI 02 pa3gusuna? ‘SPRI pun LSI s4bəñ 2152 ur juowj4ndoqp hansnasy 242 liq pazisoyjgnn sjopijuoo fo uawas 


A 


EI 


Ex. Doc. No. 52. 


12 


00 009, 
00 009 š 
00 009 Et 
00 $10 € 
9I 61£'I£ 
00 OLL, 
00 OSE‘ 
00 004. 8 
00 88671 
00 OSC'I 
00 00L'L 
00 956.5 
00 09616 
00 009'£ 
00 LG 8 
00 009 L 
£8 686; LG 
vt LL8'L 
00 004 
£0 Gin E 
00 9. 
00 QI6 I 
00 009 1 
00 00€'2 
00 P6IS 
'junoury 
appui 21408 


erri t Kinqsuu1g a 
Jd Ze. Lé, " H "UA 
"5555110291019 AL 081024) 
ene "AM ‘sor 
ye sac veeve +r ‘a "et 


E KK ` ** **uosutqo3T N 4 
russen e 


enn 24 4 8e AM 


enr nt . uod N 4 


********U0j9e[pPr]T 8 Ki N 
reer 


N snoJvmr 
eien HAT 
AAA AEN, TT "UM 
$ — 4085159 'g '[uvg 

2 Le 39 392ƏTV 0 
ttn "HR R 48. 40H 
******* Ua DpTAT 8 N 
.* + 9 **'uOSUIQoN N "PH 
0 puw[rsBñury VN d 
ea sos 9... meien "UM 


iic 4202 4 i uemop ‘ur 
*"""^""*»*" 22. um y sowy 
— 10889 Snore 


| -—— eee N K | 


[see sees ngog x uosuqor ` p 
dea bad est et che cu ie 


'SQUuI€-u ,$10]0UJ)UO;) 


busse uejvig JO epis qnos uo euo pus J Apuvg puede op 9% 

6% %% % % % % % eee dist 1des o Ba 98 

Drei 34 Dügtst 197518 U19159 AA uo (ow 'osnoq. I proq. oi 9c 

esso dec saos sus oo vos dtd ester pe se ROEnOR dM NOD uno pmo: on op oz 

TO vie 99606 +00 éqapeeveeui ves echo ek e s pf say at al 01 op 9% 

entend unn JO} [10 suoj[eB oos TE ysiumy oi op 71 

PEA teint riti itt + IGALI OBUIOIOg ur SAVIO Z snd puv song suds 6 german) oi op u 

enne 2 . 4581 I Au ef 19d se ‘awws om jo dn Sumy om op af? 

En ello?) HON. "ax təsnou-1uBr puulst sAppog piinq o1 op ot 

€71$ "gaer Mou dn qmd pur *9c7$ “rəq5m 399] g VF Avpy odv;) Jo 12440] ON) ISW 0] op g | mr 

77% EE EE EE EE e Ae Jed Se “əaoqu ou». dn 39.02 op 6 1 

EEN sees ssqhonoouuoo urod opur-earg 39 esnoq-191| pimqə: o? op 6c 

A Pe S ee ee U *osnoq-1uZ[ 0} "Joen uso par ut Avmoasneo pimqoa oi op 6c 

enisi ntt punos preieurA 01 9əuwnuə 107 (suo? epp) [esse pu pimq oi op 9% š 

eR T Urbe aded sere 30909941839 Aal ‘opaj oy) uo uooveq pres dn Zunjnd 107 op 0 

ttt 111 158)9sngogssepWw f1euopuoe'] @r uo peovjd aq 03 uooveq uodr uy )ondjsuoo 02 op (E 

.......................... uot} BIS puvyst juwiq 10J (suo) cel) 1voq-2i sou ping 01 oi tl Ant 

zeen seeeesessonis Meg uo esnog9:3:| Asp adep pitnqə: puu oAouiot 01 op I 

déi x Jeer OOL-CI gros "ei? 15w00 u1ojsvo PUY (Q0I-89 LETTS) SOAP] A0 Un 107 — op [ mdy 

...... ...................... * (suoje Z96811) ohne X10 X MON ul s5 10} 10 10] op 0 yorey 

neen" IOA HONN ut sÁonq jo aawo exvj pue sdurg umi 1020 o op 91 904 
LES z “LPSI 

entr t8a)ms pel) Jo 3svoo uiəq1nos uo ser[ddns 19470 pu pro 1əarəp o7 op 9 “AON 

aesapséservecvessconste o sou. Tis ojedug iu Sayjeap pue osnoysysy 1rvdoa 0) op og “90 

................ — 2 monoouuog jutod aum. n ospou s,19dodx prinq 01 op 61 

.......... ‚G——— 32333 ........ hO [Š 09 ‘I$ *o02'1$ mog- 

quod pue pus[st s jug 16 s1ojewxpwvorq pus ‘puvpArvyy ‘guod 9407) ye sod aredəi oi op ç “des 

5 „„ „„ „„ fug emaspeq ‘pues! Apooy 19 191792439910 v ppmq o} op oz ‘uy 

Wunde ''1non9euuo;) *joujsrp uopuor ^ow ut s&onq Jameson puw Zu1jjes 40] 1ognn0o | I Amt 

“OFSI 


'opwur 19M S]OBIQUOD oq yora 107 s1oə[qO 


492. 2012 Us pazsodas IQ 02 IW} Ur paata224 JOU yng *9pgr vi 


D 


4 


8 Suypnjous *2u214151]Q0252 ISNOY-JY T2) 21/2 02 90120524 LPRL Us apowu squowuosa4dn to s22042u02 fo 25V] 


E 


Digitized by Google 


13 


Ex. Doc. No. 52. 


88 SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSESS S 


^-^ a ^ m 


e / 9. 9^ ^ a ° 9?9" ^ A 
ww œu 


TONON p «PP OO «Qoo c rs co co P 


wn 


BEES 8 


e 
en 
e 


a K A A 


SS 8888 
M sp eo SD ex Ge 


gn 
- 


`8P8I O nun ‘WO 8.toppny vifi 


‘LNANLUVdZG Aunsvau], 


— — — 


ͤ—— 2 44960 M h AC oe 38 


° ° ° * 801500 R [SAH 
* ° ° ° ° 9 9 e ° 008UqO0f mule] 


ti" ]9p1929 J, 'H `A 
pn Soen) 
|. *ugpnog piwA por 
'** ysngojzzepy R Leiw 
ee ree HODIE UH “SOL 
titt etit "Ob op 

erer JOUIS lezen 
e opo Sau? 
eeneeene nnnc n BAT * A 
recesses SepuleH 3 mus 
9 SUMO M 
„ 0 `L 
e een ‘sor 
fn o9 yowu N 
WIKI: "y WM 
. oergong · 500. 
— ** CIMT `A 
ses eea...... ID V 4 


vosuyor "T % Ad N J 
ang 


'swxo] JO 81878m O} 10 sÁonq pres Jo gg 10} 20 ‘sAong uon 1QSnoJA 40} penunuoo 
essomosscecsseccceccesecsseesisquuisio'r ‘BONO, uog 72 OR 'esnotug-1usi[ pring 01 
6 0 0 0 26 Q 0 %% % % %% % % % %¼ % ' "UISUOOS! M oduqmog jv ox *osnot-11]2T] prima 91 
"+*+ ° gupisino' ‘puUBISI 1no[opugu;) uo "om 'əsuoq-pTinq 01 
„ % %%% „%%% %%% „„ „„ „%„ „% „„ „ „ 6 „ % ...... UISUODS! M uod [vL |" CIR *esnotq-11]51[ piinq 01 
** pla fsosnotq-3]2i| 384099 18 odv? puv sviq 18 dug pring 03 
‘iddississipy ‘xog 2v 1034 V 20J 19440] VOUT uv pling OF 
eosoososececseesesijonrsip vuvisinorg ‘uray, pouroods se ‘sesnoy-Iqsl] 2 eu Ado 0] 
****'uezrgorg wog ysig NYM 18 esnog-3g»oi[ pling OF 
"TP ueo mog, eq 39 9snog-?uZ1| v pimq oi 
esssoosceccoccsccecsssictmzijoiy ‘soqanyy 19ddo;7) 18 asnoq dn in pus pring oi 
6 66 66 %%% „%% „ %% „%%% % % %%;%?¼o⅝ d 98 Amt 101191) dn sim Jo dn pun ou? 10] 


6 % % ¶ꝙ,—¶—l — ο‚⏑‚—⏑ 


@@ o @ o @ e 0 0 @ 0@ aR e ex ff  @Ə 0 0 n n h f n h h „ „ „ „ „ „ .. `'upuo T 180 K Aua 1 esnoy- Wor ping O01 
eeeeeeeeeeeéeeéeeeeeéegeeerrnnnrz C/ PSI 81 rəquiə1dəç 19119]) WaT] daoqv oq} dn 10 0] 


d OTTEN elt HAAN edv) pimq oi 
esevocsoscsoseseciscveveesesecvese QUII ! 30AUI opt 2v CIR 'esnoq-1]5t[ pring oj 
'*'3oujsrp puv[s] epo ut peuroeds su sosnoq-1uzii[ aedo: 07 
e€es0060c(2o906066006950060049*900055 undd ‘ysr Aug sopuun T 1" psutm[oAp sede pring 01 
°. eee... .........puuos pues Duo] 'sx901 uormooxz uo “ong ‘asnos v puq o3 
t . . (Ars ‘GT Amt 2019]. '12i siqa dn Suniy eq? 39 
eessosssesssososeseeocesssssii* dE ‘ £oy om uo oy 'osnoq-1u21[ pring 0} 
s.. eundo ‘ALI uojur[) 10 osnog Iys ppmq 03 
eccsse0600060600600€409992098055 we 'sonbuvg xuu 11104 10 “oR 'esnoqu-1u21] pruq 01 


66009€9€960259285292€9020«609€9€990609*55*5*2*5*25* 


'9 f R Pup N HVA N 100 ue nung uo 194.02 pu 'puv[st 4QAosso1O UO ny geng uo sosnoij · uu pring o3 


eee + e ss uozoſppid S 29 ` WEE ‘gravis GAOUOJ ue lo eu 2: 
es e IPPUN S $S N. „ udn ex edu) ene amog pust! a, uvaiſng uo eu uooveq z primq o 


30] gogo 'egnoq Tto Pring 03 


— ——— —-— ee 
— oo 


"AON 
100 


Amt 


14 Ex. Doc. No. 52. ° 
H. 


Statement of the payment of miscellaneous claims, not otherwise 
provided for, from July 1, 1846, to June 30, 1847. 


Date. No. of To whom paid. Amount. 


warrant. 


Sept. 18, 1846 6271 To Corcoran & Riggs, $630 40—being an ac- 
count for the difference in the purehase of 6 
per cent. United Siates loan, as per agree- 
ment with W. Forward, late Secretary of 


the Treasury.......... $630 40 
Oct. 7, 1846 To R. H. Gillet, Register of the Treasury, at- 

torney of Elizabeth Manning, administratrix 

of the estate of Thomas H. ‘Storme, dec'd... 1 Ou 
Mar. 30, 1847 To John Marshall, for amount of his account as 


special agent to examine the books and ac- 
counts of the assistant treasurers at Phila. 
delphia and New Orleans.. xs 227 10 


— — ` - — — — — — fate E D = = 


Treasury DEPARTMENT. 
Register’s Office. March 10, 1848. 
DANIEL GRAHAM, Register. 


d 


STATEMENT 
E 
THE EXPENDITURES AND RECEIPTS 
op THE 


MARINE HOSPITAL FUND, 


For the relief of sicx and disabled seamen in the ports of the 
United States, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1847. 
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Ex. Doc. No. 53. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


APPROPRIATIONS—NAVAL SERVICE 1841. 


LETTER 


FROM THE 


SECRETARY, OF THE NAVY. 


Transmitting a statement of the appropriations for the naval service 
for the year ending June 30, 1847. 


Marcu 15, 1848. 
Laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Navy Department, March 14, 1848. 


SIR: In compliance with an act of Congress approved Ist of May, 
1820, I have the honor to transmit herewith a statement from the 
Second Comptroller of the Treasury of the appropriations for the 
naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1847. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
| J. Y. MASON. 
Hon. R. C. WiNrumor, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Second Comptroller's Office, March 9, 1848. 


Sin: I have the honor herewith to transmit, in duplicate, the an- 
nual statements of the appropriations for the Navy Department for 
the fiscal year 1846—47, showing the balances of EK on 
the Ist July, 1846; the appropriations made for the fiscal year 
184647; the repayments and transfers in same period;ghe amounts 
applicable to the service of the aforesaid fiscal year; the amounts 
drawn by requisitions on the treasury in same time; and, finally, 
the balances on the 1st July, 1847; prepared in pursuance of an act 
of Congress approved May 1, 1820. ! 

ery respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
| ALBION K. PARRIS, Comptroller. 
Hon. Jonn Y. Mason, | 
Secretary of the Navy. 
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Ex. Doc. No. 55. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


CONSTITUTION OF WISCONSIN. 


MESSAGE 


‘OF THE ' 


PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 


TRANSMITTING 


Al copy of the constitution of State government formed by a conven- 
tton of the people of the Territory of Wisconsin, in pursuance of 
the act of Congress of August 6th, 1846, together with sundry 
documents relating thereto. 


Marcu 16, 1848. 


Referred to the Committee on Territories. 


To the House of Representatives: 


I communicate, herewith, a copy of the constitution of State 
government, formed by a convention of the people of the Territory 
of Wisconsin, in pursuance of the act of Congress of August 6th, 
1846, entitled ** An act to enable the people of Wisconsin Terri- 
tory to form a constitution and State government, and for the ad- 
mission of such State into the Union.” uL 

I communicate, also, the documents accompanying the constitu- 
tion, which have ¿een transmitted to me by the president of the con- 


vention. 
JAMES K. POLK. 
WASHINGTON, arch 15, 1848. | 
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Manison, February 5, 1848. 


Sin: In obedience to the order of the convention, I have the 
honor to transmit a copy of the constitution of the State of Wis- 
consin, adopted by that body on the 1st instant. | 

Copies are also enclosed of the act of the, Territorial legislature, 
entitled * An act in relation to the formation of a State govern- 
ment in Wisconsin, &c.;? and of so much of the last census as ex- 
hibits the number of inhabitants on the 1st of December, 1847. 

I am required to transmit these several documents to your ex- 
cellency, with the request that they be laid before the Congress of 
the United States, at its present session. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient ser- 


vant, j 
M. L. MARTIN, 
President of the Convention. 
To his excellency James K. Pox, 
President of the United States. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN. 


* 


PREAMBLE. 


We, the people of Wisconsin, grateful to Almighty God for our 
freedom, in order to secure its blessings, form a more perfect gov- 
ernment, insure domestic tranquility, and promote the general wel- 
fare, do establish this 


CONSTITUTION. 
ARTICLE I. 


DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 


Section 1. All men are born equally free and independent, and 
have certain inherent rights; among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness; to secure these rights, governments are in- 
stituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of 
the governed. 

Section 2. There shall be neither slavery, nor involuntary servi- 
tude, in this State, otherwise than for the punishment of crime, 
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted. 

Section 3. Every person may freely speak, write, and publish 
his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the Bes of 
that right, and no laws shall be passed to restrain or abridge the 
liberty of speech, or of the press. In all criminal prosecutions or 
indictments for libel, the truth may be given in evidence, and if it 
shall appear to the jury, that the matter charged as libellous be 
true, and was published with good motives-and for justifiable ends, 
the party shall be acquitted; and the jury shall have the right to 
determine the law and the fact. 

Section 4. The right of the people peaceably'to assemble to 
consult for the common good, and to petition the government, or 
any department thereof, shall never be abridged. 

Section 5. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate, and 
shall extend to all cases at law, without regard to the amount in 
controversy; but a jury trial may be waived by the parties in all 
cases in the manner prescribed by law. 

Section 6. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor shall excessive 
fipes be imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

Section 7. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the 
right to be heard by himself and counsel; to demand the nature 
and cause of the accusation against him; to meet the witnesses face 
to face; to have compulsory process to compel the attendance of 
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witnesses in his behalf; and, in prosecutions by indictment or 
information, to a speedy public trial by an impartial jury of the 
county or district wherein the offence shall have been committed, 
which county or district shall have been previously ascertained by 
law. 

Section 8. No person shall he held to answer for a criminal 
offence unless on the presentment or indictment of a grand jury, 
except in cases of impeachment, or in cases cognizable by justices 
of the peace, or arising in the army or navy, or in the militia when 
in actual service in time of war or public danger; and no person, 
for the same offence, shall be put twice in Jeopardy of punishment; 
nor shall be compelled, in any criminal case, to be a witness 
against himself. All persons shall, before conviction, be liable by 
sufficient sureties, except for capital offences when the proof is 
evident, or the presumption great; and the privilege of the writ of 
habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when, in cases of 
rebellion or invasion, the public safety may require. | 

Section 9. Every person is entitled to a certain remedy in the 
laws for all injuries or wrongs which he may receive in his person, 
property, or character; he ought to obtain justice freely ahd with- 
out being obliged to purchase it, completely and without denial, 
promptly and without delay, conformably to the laws. 

Section 10. Treason against the State shall consist only in levy- 
ing war against the same, or in adhering to its enemies, giving 
them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason 
unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or 
on confession in open court. 

Section 11. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, aud effects, against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not be violated; and no warrants shall issue but 
upon probable cause, supported by oath, or affirmation, and par- 
ticularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or 
things to be seized. 

Section 12. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, nor any law 
impairing the obligation of contracts, shall ever be passed; and no 
conviction shall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture of estate. 

Section 13. The property of no person shall be taken for public 
use without just compensation therefor. 

Section 14. All lands within the State are declared to be allodial, 
and feudal tenures are prohibited; leases and grants of agricultural 
land, for a longer term than fifteen years, in which rent or service 
of any kind shall be reserved, and all fines and like restraints upon 
alienation, reserved in any grant of land hereafter made, are 
declared to be void. 

Section 15. No distinction shall ever be made by law, between 
resident aliens and citizens, in reference to the possession, enjoy- 
ment, or descent of property. : : 

Section 16. No person shall be imprisoned for debt arising out 
of, or founded on, a contract, express or implied. 

Sectton 17. The privilege of the debtor to enjoy the necessary 
comforts of life shall be recognized by wholesome laws, exempting 
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a reasonable amount of property from seizure or sale, for the pay- 
ment of any debt or liability hereafter contracted. 

Section 18. The right of every man to worship Almighty God 
according to the dictates of his own conscience shall never De in- 
fringed; nor shall any man be compelled to attend, erect, or sup- 
port, any place of worship, or to maintain any ministry, against 
his consent; nor shall any control of, or interference with, the 
rights of conscience, be permitted, or any preference be given by 
law to any religious establishments or modes of worship ; nor shall 
any money be drawh from the treasury for the benefit of religious 
societies, or religious or theological seminaries. 

Section 19. No religious test shall ever be required as a qualifi- 
cation for any office of public trust under the State, and no person 
shall be rendered incompetent to give evidence in any court of law 
or equity in consequence of his opinions on the subject of religion. 

Section 20. The military shall be in strict subordination to the 
civil power. | 

Section 21. Writs of error shall never be prohibited by law. 

Section 22. 'The blessings of a free government can only be 
maintained by a firin adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, 
frugality and virtue, and by frequent recurrence to fundamental 
principles. 


ARTICLE II. 
BOUNDARIES. 


Section 1. It is hereby ordained and declared, that the State of 
Wisconsin doth consent and accept of the boundaries prescribed in 
the act of Congress, entitled“ An act to enable the people of Wis- 
consin Territory to form a constitütion and State government, and 
for the admission of such State into the Union,” approved August 
sixth, one thousand eight hundred and forty-six ;.to wit: Beginning 
at the northeast corner of the State of IIlinois—that is to say, at 
a point in the centre of lake Michigan, where the line of forty-two 
degrees and thirty minutes of north latitude crosses the same; 
thence running with the boundary line of the State of Michigan, 
through lake Michigan, Green Bay, to the mouth of Menominie 
river; thence up the channel of the said river to the Brule river; 
ti ence up said last mentioned river to Lake Brule; thence Ene the 
southern shore of lake Brule, in a direct line, to the centre of the 
channel between Middle and South islands, in the Lake of the. 
Desert; thence in a direct line to the head waters of the Montreal 
river, as marked upon the survey made by Captain Crainm; thence 
down the main channel of the Montreal river to the middle of Lake 
Superior; thence through the centre of Lake Superior to the mouth 
of the St. Louis river; thence up the main channel of said river to 
the first rapids in the same, above the Indian village, according to 
` Nicollets map; thence due south to the main branch of the river 
St. Croix; thence down the main channel of said river to the Mis- 
sissippi; thence down the centre of the main channel of that river 
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to the northwest corner of the State of Illinois; thence due east 
with the northern boundary of the State of Illinois to the place of 
beginning, as established by ** An act to enable the people of Ili- 
nois Territory to form a Constitution and State government, and 
for the admission of such State into the Union on an equal footing 
with the original States," approved April 18th, 1818. Provided, 
however, that the following alteration of the aforesaid boundary be, 
and is hereby, proposed to the Congress of the United States as the 
preference of the State of Wisconsin; and if the same shall be as- 
sented and agreed to by the Congress of the United States, then 
the same shall be and forever remain obligatory on the State of 
Wisconsin, viz: leaving the aforesaid boundary line at the foot of 
the rapids of the St. Louis river; thence in a direct line, bearing 
southwesterly, to the mouth of the Iskodewabo, or Rum river, 
where the same empties into the Mississippi river; thence down the 
main channel of the said Mississippi river, as prescribed in the 
aforesaid boundary. 

Section 2. The propositions contained in the act of Congress are 
hereby accepted, ratified and confirmed, and shall remain irrevoca- 
ble without the consent of the United States; and it is hereby 
ordained that this State shall never interfere with the primary dis- 
posal of the soil within the same by the United States, nor with; 
any regulations Congress may find necessary for securing the title 
in such soil to bona fide purchasers thereof; and no tax shall be im- 
posed on land, the property of the United States; and in no case 
shall non-resident proprietors be taxed higher than residents. Pro- 
vided, that nothing in this constitution, or in the act of Congress 
aforesaid, shall in any manner prejudice or affect the right of the 
State of Wisconsin to five hundred thousand acres of land, granted 
to said State, and to be hereafter selected and located by and under 
the act of Congress, entitled“ An act to appropriate the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands, and grant pre-emption rights,” 
approved September 4th, 1841. l 


` 


ARTICLE III. 
SUFFRAGE. 
e 


Section 1. Every male person of the age of twenty-one years or 
upwards, belonging to either of the following classes, who shall 
have resided in the State for one year next preceding any election, 
shall be deemed a qualified elector at such election: 

1. White citizens of the United States, 

2. White persons of foreign birth, who shall have declared their 
intention to become citizens, conformably to the laws of the United 
States on the subject of naturalization, 

3. Persons of Indian blood, who have once been declared b 
law of Congress to be citizens of the United States, any subsequent 
law of Congress to the contrary notwithstanding, 

4. Civilized persons of Indian descent, not members of any tribe: 
Provided, that the legislature may at any time extend, by law, the 
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right of suffrage to persons not herein enumerated, but no such law 
shall be in force until the same shall have been submitted to a vote 
of the people at a general election, and approved by a majority of 
all the votes cast at such election. , 

Section 2. No person under guardianship, non compos mentis, or 
insane, shall be qualified to vote at any election, nor shall any per- 
son, convicted of treason, or felony, be qualified to votè at any 
election, unless restored to civil rights. 

Section 3. All votes shall be given by ballot, except for such 
township officers as may by law be directed or allowed to be other- 
wise chosen. | 

Section 4. No person shall be deemed to have lost his residence 
in this State, by reason of his absence on business of the United 
States, or of this State. 

Section b. No soldier, seaman or marine in the army or navy of 
the United States, shall be deemed a resident of this State, in con- 
sequence of being stationed within the same. 

Section 6. Laws may be passed excluding from the rights of 
suffrage all persons who have been or may be convicted of bribery 
or larceny, or of any infamous crime, and depriving every person 
who shall make, or become directly or indirectly, interested in any 
bet or wagef depending upon the result of any election, from the 
right to vote at such election. 


ARTICLE IV. 
LEGISLATIVE. 


Section 1. The legislative power shall be vested in a senate and 
assembly. | 

Section 2. 'The number of the members of the assembly shall never 
be less than fifty-four, nor more than one hundred. The senate 
shall consist of a number not more than one-third, nor less than 
one-fourth of the number of the members of the assembly. 

Section 3. The legislature shall provide by law for an enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants of the State in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty five, and at the end of every ten years thereafter; 
and at their first session after such enumeration, and also after each 
enumeration made by the authority of the United States, the legis- 
lature shall apportion and district anew the members of the senate 
and assembly, according to the number of inhabitants, excluding 
Indians not taxed, and soldiers and officers of the United States 
army and navy. 

Section 4. 'The members of the assembly shall be chosen annu- 
ally by single districts, on the Tuesday succeeding the first Mon- 
day of November, by the qualified electors of the several districts, 
Such districts to be bounded by county, precinct, town, or ward 
lines, to consist of contiguous territocy, and be in as compact 
form as practicable. | 

Section b. The senators shall be chosen by single districts of 
convenient contiguous territory, at the same time and in the same 
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manner as members of the assembly are required to be chosen, and 
no assembly district shall be divided in the formation of a senate 
district. The senate districts shall be numbered in regular series, 
and the senators chosen by the odd numbered districts shall go out 
of office at the expiration of the first year, and the senators chosen 
by the even numbered districts shall go out of office at the expira- 
tion of'the second year, and thereafter the senators shall be chosen 
for the term of two years. . 

Section 6. No person shall be eligible to the legislature who 
shall not have resided one year within the State, and be a qualified 
elector in the district which he may be chosen to represent. 

Section 7. Each house shall be the judge of the elections, re- 
turns, and qualifications of its own members, and a majority of 
eaçh shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number 
may adjourn from day to day, and may compel the attendance of 
absent members in such manner and under such penalties as each 
house may provide. | 

Section 8. Each house may determine the rules of its own pro- 
ceedings. punish for contempt and disorderly behavior, and with 
the concurrence of two-thirds of all the members elected, expel a 
member, but no member shall be expelled a second time for the 
same cause. ` 

Section 9. Each house shall choose its own officers, apd the 
senate’ shall choose a temporary president, when the lieutenant 
governor shall not attend as president, or shall act as governor. 

Section 10. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, 
and publish the same, except such parts as require secrecy. The 
doors of each house shall be kept open except when the public wel- 
fare shall require secrecy. Neither house shall, without consent of 
the other, adjourn for more than three days. 

Section 11. The legislature shall meet at the seatof government, 
at such time as shall be provided by law, once in each year and 
not oftener, unless convened by the governor. 

Section 12. No member of the legislature shall, during the term 
for which he was elected, be appointed or elected toany civil office 
in the State, which shall have b:en created or the emoluments of 
d shall have been increased, during the term for which he was 
elected. 

Section 13. No person being a member of Congress, or holding 
any military or civil office under the United States, shall be eligible 
to a seat in the legislature; and if any person shall, after his elec- 
Don as a member of the legislature; be elected to Congress or be 
appointed to any office, civil or military, under the goverment of 
the United States, his acceptance thereof shall vacate his seat. 

Section 14. The governor shall issue writs of election to fill such 
vacancies as may occur in either house of the legislature. 

Section 16. Members of the legislature shall, in all cases except 

* treason, felony, and breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest, 
nor shall they be subject to any civil process, during the session 
of the legislature, nor for fifteen days next before the commence- 
ment and after the termination of each session. 
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Section 16. No member of the legislature shall be liable in any 
civil action, or criminal prosecution whatever, for words spoken in 
debate. 

Section 17. The style of the laws of the State shall be, “ The 
pone of the State of Wisconsin, represented in Senate and Assem- 

ly, do enact as follows:“ and no law shall be enacted except by 
bill. 

Section 18. No private or local bill which may be passed by the 
legislature shall embrace more than one subject, and that shall be 
expressed in the title. | 

Section 19. Any bill may originate in either house of the legisla- 
ture, and a bill passed by one house may be amended by the other. 

Section 20. 'The yeas and nays of the members of either house 
on any question shall, at the request of one-sixth of those present, 
be entered on the journal. 

Section 21. Each member of the legislature shall receive for his 
services two dollars and fifty cents for each day's attendance during 
the session, and ten cents for every mile he shall travel in going to 
and returning from the place of the meeting of the legislature, on 
the most usual route. 

Section 22. The legislature may confer upon the boards of super- 
visors of the several counties of the State such powers of a local, 
legislative, and administrative character, as they shall from time 
to time prescrihe. ! ° 

Section 23. The legislature shall establish but one system of 
town and county government, which shall be as nearly uniform as 
practicable. | 

Section 24. The legislature shall never authorize any lottery; or 
grant any divorce. e 

Section 25. The legislature shall provide by law that all station- 
ery required for the use of the State, and all printing authorized 
and required by them to be done for their use or for the Siate, 
shall be let by contract to the lowest bidder; but the E 
may establish a maximum price; no member of the legislature or 
other State officer shall be interested, either directly or indirectly, 
in any such contract. | 

Section 26. The legislature shall never grant any extra compen- 
sation to any public officer, agent, servant or contractor, after the 
services shall have been rendered, or the contract entered into; nor 
shall the compensation of any public officer be increased or dimin- 
ished during his term of office. 

Section 27. The legislature shall direct by law in what manner 
and in what courts suits may be brought against the State. 
Section 28. Members of the legislature and all officers, executive 
and judicial, except such inferior officers as may be by law ex- 
empted, shall, before they enter upon the duties of their re- 
spective offices, take and subscribe an oath, or affirmation, to sup- 
port the Constitution of the United States, and the constitution of 
the State of Wisconsin, and faithfully to discharge the duties of 
their respective offices to the best of their ability. 

Section 29. The legislature shall determine what persons shall 
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constitute the militia of the State, and may provide for organizing 
and disciplining the same in such manner as shall be prescribed by 
law. 

Section 30. In all elections to be made by the legislature the 
members thereof shall vote viva voce, and their votes shall be en- 
tered on the journal. 


ARTICLE V. 
EXECUTIVE. 


Section 1. The executive power shall be vested in a governor, 
who shall hold his office for two years; a lieutenant governor shall 
be elected at the same time, and for the same term. 

Section 2. No person, except a citizen of the United States, and 
a qualified elector of the State, shall be eligible to the office of 
governor or lieutenant governor. 

Section 3. The governor and lieutenant governor shall be elected 
by the qualified electors of the State, at the times and places of 
choosing members of the legislature. The persons, respectively, 
having the highest number of votes for governor and lieutenant 
governor shall be elected; but in case two or more shall have an 
equal and the highest number of votes for governor or lieutenant 
governor, the two houses of the legislature, at its next annual 
session, shall forthwith, by joint ballot, choose one of the persons 
so having an equal and the highest number of votes for governor or 
lieutenant governor. The returns of election for governor and 
lieutenant governor shall be made in such manner as shall be pro- . 
vided by law. 

Section 4. The governor shall be commander-in-chief of the 
military and naval forces of the State. He shall have power to 
convene the legislature on extraordinary occasions; and, in case of 
invasion, or danger from the prevalence of contagious diseases at 
the seat of government, he may convene them at any other suitable 
place within the State. He shall communicate to the legislature 
at every session the condition of the State, and recommend such 
matters to them for their consideration as he may deem expedient. 
He shall transact all necessary business with the officers of the 
government, civil and military. He shall expedite all such 
measures as may be resolved upon by the legislature, and shall 
take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 

Section 5. The governor shall receive, during his continuance in 
office, the annual compensation of one thousand two hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

Section 6. The governor shall have power to grant reprieves, 
commutations and pardons after conviction for all offences, except 
treason and cases of impeachment, upon such conditions and with 
such restrictions and limitations as he may think proper, subject to 
such regulations as may be provided by law relative,to the manner 
of applying for pardons. Upon conviction for treason, he shall 
have the power to suspend the execution of the sentence until the 
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case shall be reported to the legislature at its next meeting, 
when the legislature shall either pafdon or commute the sentence, 
direct the execution of the sentence, or grant a further reprieve. 
He shall annually communicate to the legislature each case of re- 
prieve, commutation, or pardon granted; stating the name of the 
convict, the crime of which he was convicted, the sentence and its 
date, and the date of the commutation, pardon, or reprieve, with 
his reasons for granting the same. . 

Section 7. In case of the impeachment of the governor, or 
his removal from office, death, inability from mental or physical 
disease, resignation, or absence from the State, the powers and 
duties of the office shall devolve upon the lieutenant governor for 
the residue of the term, or until the governor, absent or impeached, 
shall have returned, or the disability shall cease. But when the 
5 shall, with the consent of the legislature, be out of the 

tate, in time of war, at the head of the military force thereof, he 
shall continue commander-in-chief of the military force of the 
State. 

Section 8. The lieutenant governor shall be president of the 
senate, but shall have only a casting vote therein. If, during a 
vacancy in the office of governor, the Meutenant governor shall be 
impeached, displaced, resign, die, or, from mental or physical dis- 
ease, become incapable of performing the duties of his office, or 
be absent from the State, the secretary of state shall act as gov- 
ernor until the vacancy shall be filled, or the disability shall cease. 

Section 9. The lieutenant governor shall receive double the per 
diem allowance of members of the senate for every day’s atten 
dance as president of the senate, and the same mileage as shall be 
allowed to members of the legislature. 

Section 10. Every bill which shall have passed the legislature; 
shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the governor; if he 
approve, he shall sign it; but, if not, he shall return it, with his 
objections, to that housein which it shall have originated, who shall 
enter the objections at large upon the journal, and proceed to re- 
consider it. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of the mem- 
bers present shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together 
with the objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise 
be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of the members 
present, it shall become a law. But, in all cases, the votes of both 
houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the 
members voting for or against the bill shall be entered on the journal 
of each house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by 
the governor within three days (Sundays excepted) after it shall 
have been presented to him, the same shall be a law, unless the 
legislature shall, by their adjournment, prevent its return, in which 
case it shall not be a law. 
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ARTICLE VI. 
ADMINISTRATIV E. 


Section 1. There shall be chosen by the qualified electors of the 
State, at the times and places of choosing the members of the legis- 
' lature, a secretary of state, treasurer, and attorney general, who 
shall severally hold their offices for the term of two years. 

Section 2. The secretary of state shall keep a fair record of the 
official acts of the legislature and executive department of the 
State, and shall, when required, lay the same and all matters rela- 
tive thereto, before either branch of the legislature. He shall be 
ex officio auditor, and shall perform such other duties as shall be 
assigned him by law. He shall receive as a compensation for his 
services, yearly, such sum as shall be provided by law, and shall 
keep his office at the seat of government. 

Section 3. 'The powers, duties, and compensation of the treasurer 
and attorney general shall be prescribed by law. 

Section 4. Sheriffs, coroners, registers of deeds, and district at- 
torneys, shall be chosen by the electors of the respective counties, 
once in every two years, an8 as often as vacancies shall happen; 
sheriffs shall hold no other office, and be ineligible for two years 
next succeeding the termination of their offices. They may be re- 
quired by law to renew their security, from time to time; and in 
default of giving such new security, their offices shall be deemed 
vacant. But the county shall never be made responsible for the 
acts of the sheriff. The governor may remove any officer in this 
section mentioned, giving to such officer a copy of the charges 
against him, and an opportunity of being heard in his defence. 


ARTICLE VII. 
JUDICIARY. 


Section 1. The court for the trial of impeachments shall be com- 
posed of the senate. "The house of representatives shall have the 
power of impeaching all civil officers of this State for corrupt con- 
duct in office, or for crimes and misdemeanors; but a majority of 
all the members elected shall concur in an impeachment. On the 
trial of an impeachment against the governor, the lieutenant gov- 
ernor shall not act as a member of the court. No judicial officer 
shall exercise his office, after he shall have been impeached, until 
his acquittal. Before the trial of an impeachment, the members of 
the court shall take an oath or affirmation, truly and impartially to 
try the impeachment according to evidence; and no person shall 
be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the members 
present. Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend fur- 
ther than to removal from office, or removal from office and disquali- 
fication to hold any office of honor, profit, or trust, under the State; 
but the party impeached shall be liable to indictment, trial, and 
punishment according to law. 
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Section 2. The judicial power of this State, both as to matters 
of law and equity, shall be vested in a supreme court, circuit 
courts, courts of probate, and in justices of the peace. "The legis- 
lature may also vest such jurisdiction as shall be deemed necessary 
in municipal courts, and shall have power to establish inferior 
courts in the several counties, with limited civil and criminal juris- 
diction : Provided that the jurisdiction which may be vested in 
municipal courts shall not exceed, in their respective municipali- 
ties. that of circuit courts, in their respective circuits, as prescrib- , 
ed by this constitution: And that the legislature shall provide as 
well for the electton of judges of the municipal courts as of the 
judges of inferior courts by the qualified electors of the respective 
jurisdictions. The term of office of the judges of the said munici- 
pal and inferior courts shall not be longer than that of the judges 
. of the circuit court. , 

Section 3. The supreme court, except in cases otherwise pro- 
vided in this constitution, shall have appellate jurisdiction only, 
which shall be co-extensive with the State, but in no case removed 
to the supreme court shall a trial by jury be allowed. The su- 
preme court sball have a general superintending control over all 
inferior courts; it shall have power to issue writs of habeas 
corpus, mandamus, injunction, quo warranto, certiorari; and 
other-original and remedial writs, and to hear and determine the 
same. 

Section 4. For the term of five years, and thereafter until the 
legislature shall otherwise provide, the judges of the several 
circuit courts shall be judges of the supreme court, four of whom 
shall constitute a quorum, and the concurrence of a majority of 
the judges present shall be necessary to a decision. The legis- 
lature shall have power, if they should think it expedient and 
necessary, to provide by law for the organization of a separate 
supreme court, with the jurisdiction and powers prescribed in this 
constitution, to consist of one chief justice, and two associate 
justices, to be elected by the qualified electors of the State, at such 
time and in such manner as the legislature may provide. The 
‘separate supreme court, when so organized, shall not be changed 
or discontinued by the legislature; the judges thereof shall be so 
classified that but one of them shall go out of office at the same 
time ; and their term of office shall be the same as is provided for 
the judges of the circuit court. And whenever the legislature 
may consider it necessary to establish a separate supreme court, 
they shall have power to reduce the number of circuit court 
judges to four, and subdivide the judicial circuits, but no such 
subdivision or reduction shall take effect until after the expiration 
of the term of some one of the said judges, or till a vacancy occur 
by some other means. 

Section 5. The State shall be divided into five judicial circuits, 
to be composed as follows: the first circuit shall comprise the 
counties of Racine, Walworth, Rock, and Green; the second 
circuit, the counties of Milwaukee, Waukesha, Jefferson, and 
Dane; the third circuit, the counties of Washington, Dodge; Co- 
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lumbia, Marquette, Sauk, and Portage; the fourth circuit, the 
counties of Brown, Manitowoc, Sheboygan, Fond du Lac, Winne- 
bago, and Calumet; and the fifth circuit, shall comprise the 
counties of Iowa, La Fayette, Grant, Crawford, and St. Croix, 
and the county of Richland, shall be attached to Iowa ; the county 
of Chippewa to the county of Crawford, and the county of La 
Pointe to the county of St. Croix, for judicial purposes until 
otherwise provided by the legislature. 

Section 6. The legislature may alter the limits, or increase the 
number of circuits, making them as compact and convenient as 
practicable, and bounding them by county line$; but no such al- 
teration or increase shall have the effect to remove a judge from 
office. In case of an increase of circuits, the judge or judges, 
shall be elected as provided in this constitution, and receive a 
salary not less than that herein provided for judges of the circuit 
court. 

Sectton 7. For each circuit there shall be a judge chosen by the 
qualified electors therein, who shall hold his office as is provided 
in this constitution, and until his successor shall be chosen and 
qualified ; and after he shall have been elected he shall reside in 
the circuit for which he was elected. One of said judges shall be 
designated as chief justice in such manner as the legislature shall 
provide. And the legislature shall, at its first session, provide by 
law as well for the election of, as for classifying the judges of 
the circuit court to be elected under this constitution, in such 
manner that one of said judges shall go out of office in two years, 
one in three years, one in four years, one in five years, and one in 
six years, and thereafter the judge elected to fill the office shall 
hold the same for six years. 

Section 8. "The circuit courts shall have original jurisdiction in all 
matters, civil and criminal, within this State, not excepted in this 
constitution, and not hereafter prohibited by law, and appellate ju- 
risdiction from all inferior courts and tribunals, and a supervisory 
control over the same. They shall also have the power to issue 
writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, injunction, quo warranto, cer- 
tiorari, aud all other writs necessary to carry into effect their 
orders, judgments and decrees, and give them a general control 
over inferior courts and jurisdictions. 

Section 9. When a vacancy shall happen in the office of judge of 
the supreme or circuit courts, such vacancy shall be filled by an 
appointment of the governor, which shall continue until a succes- 
sor is elected and qualified; and when elected, such successor shall 
hold his office the residue of the unexpired term. "There shall be 
no election for a judge or judges at any general election for State 
or county officers, nor within thirty days either before or after such 
election. | 

Section 10. Each of the judges of the supreme and circuit courts 
shall receive a salary, payable quarterly, of not less than one thou- 
sand five hundred dollars annually; they shall receive no fees of 
office, or other compensation than their salaries; they shall hold 
no office of public trust, except a judicial office, during the term 
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for which they are respectively elected, and all votes for either of 
them for any office, except a judicial office, given by the legislature 
or the people, shall be void. No person shall be eligible to. 
the office of judge who shail not, at the time of his election, be a 
citizen of the United States, and have attained the age of twenty- 
five years, and be a qualified elector within the jurisdiction for 
which he may be chosen. | 

Section 11. The supreme court shall hold at least one term an- 
nually at the seat of government of the State, at such time as shall 
be provided by law. And the legislature may provide for holding 
other terms, and at other places, when they may deem it necessary. 
A circuit court shall be held at least twice in each year, in each 
county of this State organized for judicial purposes. "The judges 
of the circuit court may hold courts for each other, and shall do 
so when required by law.. : 

Section 19. There shall be a clerk of the circuit court chosen in 
each county organized for judicial purposes, by the qualified elec- 
tors thereof, who shall hold his office for two years, subject to re- 
moval, as shall be provided by law. In case ofsa vacancy, the 
judge of the circuit court shall have the power to appoint a clerk 
until the vacancy shall be filled by an election. "The clerk thus 
elected or appointed shall give such security as the legislature may 
require, and when elected shall hold his office for a full term. The 
supreme court shall appoint its own clerk, and the clerk of a cir- 
cult court may be appointed clerk of the supreme court. 

Section 13. Any judge of the supreme or circuit court may be re- 
moved from office, by address of both houses of the legislature, if 
two-thirds of all the members elected to each house concur therein; 
but no removal shall be made by virtue of this section unless the 
judge complained of shall have been served with a copy of the 
charges against him, as the ground of address, and shall have had 
an opportunity of being heard in his defence. On the question of 
removal, the ayes and noes shall be entered on the journals. 

Section 14. There shall be chosen in each county, by the qualified: 
electors thereof, a judge of probate, who shall hold his office for 
two years, and until his successor shall be elected and qualified, 
and whose jurisdiction, powers and duties, shall be prescribed by 
law: Provided, however, that the legislature shall have power to 
abolish the office of judge of probate in any county, and confer pro- 
bate powers upon such inferior courts as may be established in said 
county. _ 

Section 15. The electors of the several towns, at their annual town 
meeting, and the electors of cities and villages, at their charter 
elections, shall, in such manner as the legislature may direct, elect 
justices of the peace, whose term of office shall be for two years, 
and until their successors in office shall be elected and qualified. 
In case of an election to fill a ied occurring before the expira- 
tion of a full term, the justice elected shall hold for the residue of 
the unexpired term. Their number and classification shall be re- 
gulated by law. And the tenure of two years shall in no wise in- 
terfere with the classification in the first instance. The justices 
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thus elected, shall have such civil and criminal jurisdiction as shall 
be prescribed by law. 

Section 16. The legislature shall pass laws for the regulation of 
tribunals of conciliation, defining their powers and duties; such tri- 
bunals may be established in and for any township, and shall have 
power to render judgment to be obligatory on the parties, when 
they shall voluntarily submit their matter in difference to arbitra- 
tion, and agree to abide the judgment or assent thereto in writing. 

Section 17. Thestyleof all writs and process shall be“ the State of 
Wisconsin;? all criminal prosecutions shall be carried on in the 
name and by the authority of the same; and all indictments shall 
conclude against the peace and dignity of the State. 

Section 18. The legislature shall impose a tax on all civil suits 
commenced or prosecuted in the municipal, inferior, or circuit 
courts, which shall constitute a fund to be applied toward the pay- 
ment of the salary of judges. 

Section 19. The testimony in causes in equity shall be taken in 
like manner, as in` cases at law, and the office of master in chancery 
is hereby prohibited. 

Section 20. Any suitor in any court of this State shall have the 
right to prosecute or defend his suit, either in his own proper per- 
son, or by an attorney or agent of his choice. 

Section 21. The legislature shall provide by law for the speedy 
publication of all statute laws, and of such judicial decisions, 
made within the State, as may be deemed expedient. And no gen- 
eral law shall be in force until published. 

Section 22. The legislature, at its first session after the adoption 
of this constitution, shall provide for the appointment of three 
commissioners, whose duty it shall be to inquire into, revise, and 
simplify the rules of practice, pleadingsyforms and proceedings, 
and arrange a system adapted to the courts of record of this State, 
and report the same to the legislature, subject to their modification 
and adoption; and such commission shall terminate upon the ren- 
dering of the report, unless otherwise provided by law. 

Section 23. The legislature may provide for the appointment of 
one or more persons in each organized county, and may vest in 
such persons such judicial power as shall be prescribed by law. 
Provided, that said power shall not exceed that of a judge of the 
circuit court at chambers. 


ARTICLE VIII. 
FINANCE. 


Section 1. The rule of taxation shall be uniform, and taxes shall 
be levied upon such property as the legislature shall prescribe. 

Section 2. No money shall be paid out of the treasury, except in 
pursuance of an appropriation by law. 

Section 3. The credit of the State shall never be given or loaned 
1n aid of any individual, association, or corporation. 
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Section 4. The State shall never contract any public debt except 
in the cases and manner herein provided. | 

Section 5. The legislature shall provide for an annual tax suffi- 
cient to defray the estimated expenses of the State for each year, 
and whenever the expenses of any year shall exceed the income, 
the legislature shall provide for levying a tax for the ensuing year 
sufficient, with other sources of income, to pay the deficiency, as 
well as the estimated expenses of such ensuing year. 

Section 6. For the purpose of defraying extraordinary expendi- 
tures, the State may contract public debts, (but such debts shall 
never in the aggregate exceed one hundred thousand dollars.) 
Every such debt shall be authorized by law, for some purpose or 
purposes to be distinctly specified therein; and the vote of a major- 
ity of all the members elected to each house, to be taken by yeas 
and nays, shall be necessary to the passage of such law; and every 
such law shall provide for levying an annual tax sufficient to pay 
the annual interest of such debt, and the principal, within five 
years from the passage of such law, and shall specially appropriate 
the proceeds of such taxes to the payment of such principal and 
interest; and such appropriation shall not be repealed,nor the taxes 
be postponed or diminished, until the principal and interest of such 
debt shall have been wholly paid. | 

Section T. The legislature may also borrow money to repel inva- 
sion, suppress insurrection, or defend the State in time of war; but 
the money thus raised shall be applied exclusively to the object for 
which the loan was authorized, or to the repayment of the debt 
thereby created. | 

Section 8. On the passage, in either house of the legislature, of 
any law which imposes, continues or renews a tax, or creates a 
debt or charge, or makes, continues, or renews an appropriation of 
public or trust money, or releases, discharges, or commutes a claim, 
or demand of the State, the question shall be taken by yeas and 
nays, which shall be duly entered on the journal; and three-fifths 
of all the members elected to such house shall, in all such cases; 
be required to constitute a quorum therein. 

Section 9; No scrip, certificate, or other evidence of State debt 
whatsoever shall be issued, except for such debts as are authorized 
by the sixth and seventh sections of this article. 

Section 10. The State shall never contract any debt for works of 
internal improvement, or bea party in carrying on such works; 
but whenever grants of land or other property shall have been 
made to the State, especially dedicated by the grant to particular 
works of internal improvements, the State may carry on such parti- 
cular wurks, and shall devote thereto the avails of such grants, and 
may pledge or appropriate the revenues derived from such works 
in aid of their completion. E 


2 
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| ARTICLE IX. 
EMINENT DOMAIN AND. PROPERTY OF THE STATE. 


Section 1. The State shall have concurrent jurisdiction on all 
‘rivers and lakes bordering on this State, so far as such rivers or 
lakes shall form a common boundary to the State, and any other 
State.or Territory, now or hereafter to be formed, and bounded by 
the same; and the river Mississippi, and the navigable waters lead- 
ing into the Mississippi and St. Lawrence, and the carrying places 
between the same, shall be common highways and forever free, as 
well to the inhabitants of the State, as to the citizens of the United 
States, without any tax, impost or duty therefor. 

Section 2. The title to all lands and other property, which have 
accrued to the Territory of Wisconsion by grant, gifts, purchase, 
, forfeiture, escheat, or otherwise, shall vest in the State of Wisconsin. 

Section 3. The people of the State, in their right of sovereignty, 
are declared to possess the ultimate property, in and to all lands with- 
in the jurisdiction of the State; and all lands the title te which 
shall fail from a defect of heirs, shall revért or escheat to the 
people. 


ARTICLE X. 


EDUCATION. 


Sectton 1. The supervision of public instruction shall be vested 
in a State superintendent, and such other officers as the legislature 
shall select. The State superintendent shall be chosen by the qua- 
lified electors of the State, in such manner as the legislature shall 
provide; his powers, duties and compensation shall be prescribed 
by law: Provided, that his compensation shall not exceed the sum 
of twelve hundred dollars annually. ; 

Section 2. The proceeds of all lands that have been or here- 
after may be granted by the United States to this State for edu- 
cational purposes, (except the lands heretofore granted for the pur- 
poses of a university,) and all moneys, and the clear proceeds of 
all property that may accure to the State by forfeiture or escheat, 
and all moneys which may be paid as an equivalent for exemption 
from military duty; and the clear proceeds of all fines collected in 
the several counties for any breach of the penal laws, and all moneys 
arising from any grant to the State where the purposes of such 
grant are not specified, and the five hundred thousand acres of land 
to which the State is entitled by the provisions of an act of Con- 
gress entitled“ An act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands and to grant pre-emption rights,“ approved the 
fourth day of September, one thousand eight hundred and forty. 
one; and, also, the five per centum of the net proceeds of the public 
lands to which the State shall become entitled on her admission into 
the Union (if Congress shall consent to such appropriation of the two 
grants last mentioned) shall be set apart as a separate fund, to be 
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called“ The School Fund;” the interest of which, and all other 
revenues derived from the school lands, shall be exclusively ap- 
plied to the following objects, to wit: 

L To the support and maintenance of common schools in each 
school district, and the purchase of suitable libraries and apparatus 
therefor.e 

2. The residue shall be appropriated to the support and mainte- 
nance of academies and normal schools, and suitable libraries and 
apparatus therefor. 

Section 3. The legislature shall provide by law for the estab- 
lishment of district schools, which shall be as nearly uniform as 
practicable; and such schools shall be free and without charge for 
tuition to all children between the ages of four and twenty years; 
and no sectarian instruction shall be allowed therein. 

Section 4. Each town and city shall be required to raise by tax, 
annually, for the support of common schools therein, a sum not 
less than one half the amount received by such town or city respec- 
tively for school purposes from the income of the school fund. 

Section 5. Provision shall be made by law for the distribution of 
the income of the school fund among the several towns and cities 
of the State, for the support of common schools therein, in some 
just proportion to the number of children and youth resident there- 
in, between the ages of four and twenty years, and no appropria- 
tion. shall be made from the school fund to any city or town, for 
the year in which said city or town shall failto raise such tax; nor 
to any school district for the year in which a-school shall not be 
maintained at least three months. 

Section 6. Provision shall be made by law for the establishment 
of a State university, at or near the seat of State government, and 
for connecting with the same, from time to time, such colleges in 
different parts of the State as the interests of education may re- 
quire. The proceeds of all lands that have been, or may hereafter 
be, granted by the United States to the State for the support of a 
university, shall be and remain a perpetual fund,to be called « The 
University Fund,” the interest of which shall be appropriated to 
the support of the State university; and no sectarian instruction 
shall be allowed in such university. 

Section 7. The secretary of state, treasurer, and attorney gene- 
ral, shall constitute a board of commissioners for the sale of the 
school and university lands, and for the investment of the funds 
arising therefrom. Any two of said commissioners shall be a quo- 
rum for the transaction of all business pertaining to the duties of 
. their office. 

Section 8. Provision shall be made by law for the sale of all 
School and university. lands, after they shall have been appraised; 
and when any portion of such lands shall be sold, and the purchase 
money shall not be paid at the time of the sale, the commissioners 
shall take security by mortgage upon the lands sold for the sum 
remaining unpaid, with seven per cent. interest thereon, payable 
annually at the office of the treasurer. The commissioners shallbe 
authorized to execute a good and sufficient conveyance to all pur- 
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chasers of such lands, and to discharge any mortgages taken as 
security when the sum due thereon shall have been paid. The com- 
missioners shall have power to withhold from sale any portion of 
such lands when they shall deem it expedient, and shall invest all 
moneys arising from the sale of such lands, as well as all other uni- 
versity and school funds, in such manner as the legislature shall 
provide, and shall give such security for the faithful performance 
of their duties as may be required by law. 


ARTICLE XI. 
CORPORATIONS. 


Section 1. Corporations, without banking powers or privileges, 
may be formed under general laws, but shall not be created by 
special act, except for municipal purposes, and in cases where, in 
the judgment of the legislature, the objects of the corporation can- 
not be attained under general laws. All general laws, or special 
acts, enacted under the provisions of this section, may be altered 
or repealed by the legislature at any time after their passage. 

Section 2. No municipal corporation shall take private property 
for public use, against the consent of the owner, without the 
necessity therefor being first established by the verdict of a 

ury. 
Section 3. It shall be the duty of the legislature, and they are 
hereby empowered, to provide for the organization of cities and 
incorporated villages, and to restrict their power of taxation, 
assessment, borrowing money, contracting debts, and loaning their 
credit, so as to prevent abuses in assessments and taxation, and in 
contracting debts by such municipal corporations. 

Section 4. The legislature shall not have power to create, 
authorize, or incorporate, by any general or special law, any bank 
er banking power or privilege, or any institution or corporation 
having any banking power or privilege whatever, except as pro- 
vided in this article. 

Section 5. The legislature may submit to the voters, at an 
general election, the question of „“ bank, or “no bank;" and if 
at any such election, a number of votes equal to a majority of all 
the votes cast at such election on that subject, shall be in favor of 
banks, then the legislature shall have power to grant bank charters, 
or to pass a general banking law, with such restrictions, and under 
such regulations as they may deem expedient and proper for the 
security of the bill-holders. Provided, That no such grant or law 
shall have any force or effect until the same shall have been sub- 
mitted to a vote of the electors of the State, at some general 
election, and been approved by a majority of the votes cast on that 
subject at such election. 
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ARTICLE XII. 
AMENDMENTS. 


Section 1. Any amendment or amendments to this constitution 
may be proposed in either house of the legislature, and, if the same 
shall be agreed to by a majority of the members elected to each of 
the two houses, such proposed amendment or gmendments shall be 
entered on their journals, with the yeas and nays taken thereon, 
and referred to the legislature to be chosen at the next general 
election, and shall be published for three months previous to the 
time of holding such election; and if, in the legislature so next 
chosen, such proposed amendment or amendments shall be agreed 
to by a majority of all the members elected to each house, then it 
shall be the duty of the legislature to submit such proposed amend- 
ment or amendments to the people, in such manner and at such 
time, as the legislature shall prescribe; and, if the people shall 
approve and ratify such amendment or amendments, by a majority 
of the electors voting thereon, such amendment or amendments 
shall become part of the constitution: Provided, That, if more than 
one amendment be submitted, they shall be submitted in such man- 
ner that the people may vote for or against such amendments 
separately. 

Section 2. If, at any time, a majority of the senate and assem- 
bly shall deem it necessary to call a convention to revise or change 
this constitution, they shall recommend to the electors to vote for 
or against a convention at the next election for members of the 
legislature. And, if it shall appear that a majority of the electors 
voting thereon, have voted for a convention, the legislature shall, 
at its next session, provide for calling such convention. 


ARTICLE XIII. 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 


Section 1. The political year, for the State of Wisconsin, shall 
commence on the first Monday in January, in each year, and the 
dee election shall be holden on the Tuesday succeeding the 

rst Monday in November in each year. 

Section 2. Any inhabitant of this State who may hereafter be 
engaged, either directly or indirectly, in a duel, either as principal 
or accessory, shall forever be disqualified as an elector, and from 
holding any office under the constitution and laws of this State, 
and may be punished in such other manner as shall be prescribed 
by law. 

Y Section 3. No member of Congress, nor any person holding any 
office of profit or trust under the United States, (postmasters ex- 
cepted,) or under any foreign power, no person convicted of any 
infamous crime in any court within the United States, and no per- 
son being a defaulter to the United States, or to this State, or to 
any county or town therein, or to any State or Territory within the 
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United States, shall be eligible to any office of trust, profit, or 
honor, in this State. f 
Section 4. It shall be the duty of the legislature to provide a 
reat seal for the State, which shall be kept by the Secretary of 
tate, and all official acts of the governor, his approbation of the 
laws excepted, shall be thereby authenticated. 

Section 5. All persons residing upon Indian lands, within any 
county of the State, and qualified to exercise the right of suffrage 
under this constitution, shall be entitled to vote at the polls which 
may be held nearest their residence, for State, United States, or 
county officers: Provided, That no person shall vote for county 
oficers out of the county in which he resides. 

Section 6. The elective officers of the legislature, other than the 
presas officers, shall be a chief clerk and a sergeant-at-arms, to 

e elected by each house. 

Section 7. No county with an area of nine hundred square miles, 
or less, shall be divided, or have any part stricken therefrom, with- 
out submitting the question to a vote of the people of the county; 
nor unless a majority of all the legal voters of the county, voting 
on the question, shall vote for the same. f 

Section 8. No county seat shall be removed until the point to 
which it is proposed to be removed shall be fixed by law, and a 
majority of the voters of the county, voting on the question, shall 
have voted in favor of its removal to such point. | 

Section 9. All county officers, whose election or appointment is 
not provided for by this constitution, shall be elected by the elec- 
tors of the respective counties, or appointed by the boards of su- 
pervisors, or other county authorities, as the legislature shall direct. 
All city, town, and village officers, whose election or appointment 
is not provided for by this constitution, shall be elected by the 
electors of such cities, towns, and villages, or of some division 
thereof, or appointed by such authorities thereof, as the legislature 
shall designate for that purpose. All other officers whose election 
or appointment is not provided for by this constitution, and all 
officers whose offices may hereafter be created by law, shall be 
electedzby the people, or appointed, as the legislature may direct. 

Section 10. The legislature may declare the cases in which any 
office shall be deemed vacant, and also the manner of filling the 
vacancy, where no provision is made for that purpose in this con- 
stitution. ° | 
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Section 1. That no inconvenience may arise by reason of a change 
from a territorial to a permanent State government, it is declared, 
that all rights, actions, prosecutions, judgments, claims and con- 
tracts, as well of individuals as of bodies corporate, shall continue 
as if no such change had taken place; and all process which may 
be issued under the authority of the Territory of Wisconsin, pre- 
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vious to its admission into the Union of the United States, shall be 
as valid as if issued in the name of the State. 

Section 2. All laws now in force in the Territory of Wisconsin, 
which are not repugnant to this constitution, shall remain in force 
until they expire by their own limitation, or be altered or repealed 
by the legislature. 

Section 3. All fines, penalties, or forfeitures, accruing to the 
Territory of Wisconsin, shall enure to the useof the State. 

Section 4. All recognizances heretofore taken, or which may be 
taken before the change from territorial to a permanent State gov- 
ernment, shall remain valid, and shall pass to, and may be prose- 
cuted in the name of the State; and all bonds executed to the gov- 
ernor of the Territory, or to any other officer or court, in his, or 
their official capacity, shall pass to the governor or State authority, 
and their successors in office, for the uses therein respectively ex- 
pressed, and may be sued for and recovered accordingly; and all 
the estate, or property, real, personal, or mixed, and all judgments, 
bonds, specialties, choses in action, and claims or debts of what- 
soever description of the Territory of Wisconsin, shall enure to, 
and vest in the State of Wisconsin, and may be sued for and re- 
covered in the same manner and to the same extent by the State of 
Wisconsin, a8 the same could have been by the Territory of Wis- 
consin. All.criminal prosecutions and penal actions which may 
have arisen, or which may arise, before the change from a territo- 
rial to a State government, and which shall then be pending, shall 
be prosecuted to judgment and execution in the name of the State. 
All offences committed against the laws of the Territory of Wis- 
consin, before the change from a territorial to a State government, 
and which shall not be prosecuted before such change, may be 
prosecuted in the name, and by the authority, of the State of Wis- 
consin, with like effect as though such change had not taken place; 
and all penalties incurred shall remain the same as if this constitu- 
tion had not been adopted. All actions at law, and suits in equity, 
which may be pending in any of the courts of the Territory of 
Wisconsin, at the time of the change from a territorial to a State 

overnment, may be continued and transferred to any court of the 
tate, which shall have jurisdiction of the subject matter thereof. 

Section 5. All officers, civil or military, now holding their offices 
under the authority of the United States, or of the Territory of 
Wisconsin, shall continue to hold and exercise their respective 
offices, until they shall be superseded by the authority of the State. 

Section 6. The first session of the legislature of the State of 
Wisconsin, shall commence on the first Monday in June next, and 
shall be held at the village of Madison, which shall be and remain 
the seat of government, until otherwise provided A law. 

Section ". All county, precinct, and township officers, shall con- 
tinue to hold their respective offices, unless removed by the com- 
petent authority, until the legislature shall, in conformity with the 
provisions of this constitution, provide for the holding of elections 
to fill such offices respectively. 

Section 8. The president of this convention shall, immediately 
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`after its adjournment, cause a fair copy of this constitution, to- 
gether with a copy of the act of the legislature of this territory, 
entitled ** An Act in relation to the formation of a State govern- 
ment in Wisconsin, and to change the time of holding the annual 
session of the legislature," approved October 27th, 1847, providing 
for the calling of this convention, and also a copy of so much of 
the last census of this territory as exhibits the number of its in- 
habitants, to be forwarded to the President of the United States, 
to be laid before the Congress of the United States at its present 
session. 

Section 9. This constitution shall be submitted, at an election to 
be held on the second Monday in March next, for ratification or 
rejection, to all white male persons of the age of twenty-one years 
or upwards, who shall then be residents of this Territory, and citi- 
zens of the United States, or shall have declared their intention to 
become such, in conformity with the laws of Congress on the sub- 
ject of naturalization; and all persons having such qualifications 
shall be entitled to vote for, or against, the adoption of this con- 
stitution, and for all offices first elected under it. And if the con- 
stitution be ratified by the said electors, it shall become the con- 
stitution of the State of Wisconsin. | 
- On such of the ballots as are for the constitution, shall be writ- 
ten or printed the word“ yes;? and on such as are against the con- 
stitution, the word“ no.“ The election shall be conducted in the 
manner now prescribed by law, and the returns made by the clerks 
of the board of supervisors, or county commissioners, (as the case 
may be,) to the governor of the territory, at any time before the 
tenth day of April next. And in the event of the ratification of 
this constitution, by a majority of all the votes given, it shall be 
the duty of the governor of this territory to make proclamation of 
the same, and to transmit a digest of the returns to the senate and 
assembly of the State, on the first day of their session. An elec- 
tion shall be held for governor, lieutenant governor, treasurer, at- 
torney gencral, members of the State EE GE and members of 
Congress, on the second Monday of May next; and no other or 
further notice of such election shall be required. 

Section 10. Two members of Congress shall also be elected on 
the second Monday of May next; and until otherwise provided by 
law,the counties of Milwaukee, Waukesha, Jefferson, Racine, Wal- 
worth, Rock and Green, shall constitute the first congressional dis- 
trict, and elect one member. And the counties of Washington, 
Sheboygan, Manitowoc, Calumet, Brown, Winnebago, Fond du 
Lac, Marquette, Sauk, Portage; Columbia, Dodge, Dane, Iowa, La 
Fayette, Grant, Richland, Crawford, Chippewa, St. Croix and La 
Pointe, shall constitute the second congressional district, and shall 
elect one member. 

. Section 11. The several elections, provided for in this article, 
shall be conducted according to the existing laws of the Territory, 
provided that no elector shall be entitled to vote except in the 
town, ward, or precinct, where he resides. "The returns of elec- 
tions for senators and members of assembly shall be transmitted to 
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the clerk of the board of supervisors, or county commissioners, as 
the case may be; and the votes shall be canvassed, and certificates 
of election issued as now provided by law. In the first senatorial 
district, the returns of the election for senator shall be made to the 
proper officer in the county of Brown; in the second senatorial dis- 
trict, to the proper officer in the county of Columbia; in the third 
senatorial district, to the proper officer in the county of Crawford; 
in the fourth senatorial district, to the proper officer in the county 
of Fond Du Lac; and in the fifth senatorial district, to the proper . 
officer in the county of Iowa. 

The returns of election for State officers and members of Con- 
gress shall be certified and transmitted to the speaker of assembly, 
at the seat of government, in the same manner as the votes for de- 
legates to Congress are required to be certified and returned, by the 
laws of the Territory of Wisconsin, to the secretary of said Territory, 
and in such timethat they may be received on the first Monday in June 
next; and as soon as the legislature shall be organized, the speaker 
of the assembly, and the president of the senate, shall, in the pre- 
sence of both houses, examine the returns, and declare who are du- 
ly elected to fill the several offices herein before mentioned; and 
give to each of the persons elected a certificate of his electiom. 

Section 12. Until there shall be a new apportionment, the sena- 
tors and members of the assembly shall be apportioned among the 
several districts, as hereinafter mentioned, and each district shall be 
entitled to elect one senator, or member of the assembly, as the 
case may be. 

The counties of Brown, Calumet, Manitowoc, and Sheboygan 
shall constitute the first senate district. | 

The counties of Columbia, Marquette, Portage, and Sauk shall 
constitute the second senate district. 

The counties of Crawford, Chippewa, St. Croix, and La Pointe 
shall constitute the third senate district. 

The counties of Fond du Lac and Winnebago shall constitute the 
fourth senate district. 

The counties of Iowa and Richland shall constitute the fifth 
sengte district. l 

The county of Grant shall constitute the sixth senate district. 

The county of. La Fayette shall constitute the seventh senate dis- 
trict. | 

The county of Green shall constitute the eighth senate district. 

The county of Dane shall constitute the ninth senate district. 

The county of Dodge shall constitute the tenth senate district. 
ae county of Washington shall constitute the eleventh senate 

istrict. 
oo county of Jefferson shall constitute the twelfth senate dis- 
rict. . 
The county of Waukesba shall constitute the thirteenth senate 
strict. 
SE county of Walworth shall constitute the fourteenth senate 
strict. ` 
The county of Rock shall constitute the fifteenth senate district. 
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The towns of Southport, Pike, Pleasant Prairie, Paris, Bristol, 
Brighton, Salem, and Wheatland, in the county of Racine, shall 
constitute the sixteenth senate district. 

The towns of Racine, Caledonia, Mount Pleasant, Raymond, 
Norway, Rochester, Yorkville, and Burlington, in the county of 
Racine, shall constitute the seventeenth senate district. 

The third, fourth, and fifth wards of the city of Milwaukee, and 
the towns of Lake, Oak Creek, Franklin, and Greenfield, in the 
county of Milwaukee, shall constitute the eighteenth senate district. 

The first and second wards of the city of Milwaukee, and the 
towns of Milwaukee, Wauwautosa, and Granville, in the county of 
Milwaukee, shall constitute the nineteenth senate district. 

The county of Brown shall constitute an assembly district. 

The county of Calumet shall constitute an assembly district. 

The county. of Manitowoc shall constitute an assembly district. 

The county of Columbia shall constitute an assembly district. 

The counties of Crawford and Chippewa shall constitute an 
assembly district. | 

The counties of St. Croix. and La Point shall constitute an 
assembly district. 

The towns of Windsor, Sun Prairie, and Cottage Grove, in the 
county of Dane, shall constitute an assembly district. g 

The towns of Madison, Cross Plains, Clarkson, Springfield, 
Verona, Montrose, Oregon, and Greenfield, in the county of Dane, 
shall constitute an assembly district. 

The towns of Rome, Dunkirk, Christiana, Albion, and Rutland, 
in the county of Dane, shall constitute an assembly district. 

The towns of Burnett, Chester, Leroy, and Williamstown, in the 
county of Dodge, shall constitute an assembly district. 

The towns of Fairfield, Hubbard, and Rubicon, in tte county of 
Dodge, shall constitute an' assembly district. | 

The towns of Hustisford, Ashippun, Lebanon, and Emmet, in the 
county of Dodge, shall constitute an assembly district. » 

The towns of Elba, Lowell, Portland, and Clyman, in the 
county of Dodge, shall constitute an assembly district. 

The towns of Calamus, Beaverdam, Fox Lake, and Trenton, in 
the county of Dodge, shall constitute an assembly district. 

The towns of Calumet, Forest, Auburn, Byron, Taycheedah, and 
Fond du Lac, in the county of Fond du Lac, shall constitute an 
assembly district. l 

The towns of Alto, Metomon, Ceresco, Rosendale, Waupun, 
Oakfield, and Seven Mile Creek, in the county of Fond du Lac, 
shall constitute an assembly district. 

The precincts of Hazel Green, Fair Play, Smeltzer’s Grove, and 
Jamestown, in the county of Grant, shall constitute an assembly 
district. | 

The precincts of Platteville, Head of Platte, Centreville, Mus- 
coday, and Fennimore, in the county of Grant, shall constitute an 
assembly district. 

The precincts of Pleasant Valley, Potosi, Waterloo, Hurricane, 
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and New Lisbon, in the county of Grant, shall constitute an 
assembly district. 

The precincts of Beetown, Patch Grove, Cassville, Millville, and 
Lancaster, in the county of Grant, shall constitute an assembly 
district. 

The county cf Greene shall constitute an agsembly district. 

The precincts of Dallas, Pedler’s Creek, Mineral Point, and 
Yellow Stone, in the county of Iowa, shall constitute an assembly 
district. | Š 

The precincts of Franklin, Dodgeville, Porter’s Grove, Arena, 
and Percussion, in the county of Iowa, and the county of Richland, 
shall constitute an assembly district. 

The towns of Watertown, Aztalan, and Waterloo, in the county 
of Jefferson, shall constitute an assembly district. 

The towns of Ixonia, Concord, Sullivan, Hebron, Cold Spring, 
and Palmyra, in the county of Jefferson, shell constitute an 
assembly district. | 

The towns of Lake Mills, Oakland, Koskonong, Farmington, and 
5 in the county of Jefferson, shall constitute an assembly 

istrict. 

The precincts of Benton, Elk Grove, Belmont, Willow Springs, 
Prairie, and that part of Shullsburgh precinct north of town one 
in the county of La Fayette, shall constitute an assembly district. 

The precincts of Wiota, Wayne, Gratiot, White Oak Springs, 
Fever River, and that part of Shullsburgh precinct south of town 
two, in the county of La Fayette, shall constitute an assembly dis- 
trict. | ! 

The county of Marquette shall constitute an assembly district. 

The first ward of the city of Milwaukee shall constitute an as- 
sembly district. 

The second ward of the city of Milwaukee shall constitute an as- 
sembly district. 

The third ward of the city of Milwaukee shall constitute an as- 
sembly district. 

The fourth and fifth wards of the city of Milwaukee shall con- 
stitute an assembly district. 

The towns of Franklin and Oak Creek, in the county of Mil- 
waukee, shall constitute an assembly district. 

The towns of Greenfield and Like, in the county of Milwaukee, 
shall constitute an assembly district. 

The towns of Granville, Wauwautosa, and Milwaukee, in the 
county of Milwaukee, shall constitute an assembly district. 

The county of Portage shall constitute an assembly district. 

The town of Racine, in the county of Racine, shall constitute an 
assembly district. | 
The towns of Norway, Raymond, Caledonia, and Mount Pleasant, 
in the couñty of Racine, shall constitute an assembly district. 

The towns of Rochester, Burlington, and Yorkville, in the county 
of Racine, shall constitute an assembly district. 

The towns of Southport, Pike, and Pleasant Prairie, in the county 
of Racine, shall constitute an assembly district. 
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The town of Paris, Bristol, Brighton, Salem, and Wheatland, in * 
the county of Racine, shall constitute an assembly district. 
The towns of Jamesville and Bradford, in the county of Rock, 
shall constitute an assembly district. | 
The towns of Beloit, Turtle, and Clinton, in the county of Rock, 
shall constitute an assembly district. 
The towns of Magnolia, Um Porter, and Fulton, in the county 
of Rock, shall constitute an assembly district. 
The towns of Milton, Lima, and Johnstown, in the county of 
Rock, shall constitute an assembly district. | 
, The towns of Newark, Rock, Avon, Spring Valley, and Centre, 
in the county of Rock, shall constitute an assembly district: Provided, 
That, if the legislature shall divide the town of Centre, they may 
attach such part of it to the district lying next north as they may 
deem expedient. 
The county of Sauk shall constitute an assembly district. 
Precincts numbered one, three, and seven, in the county of She- 
boygan, shall constitute an assembly district. 
Precincts numbered two, four, five, and six, in the county of 
Sheboygan, shall constitute an assembly district. 
The towns of Troy, East Troy, and Spring Prairie, in the county 
of Walworth, shall constitute an assembly district. 
The,towns of Whitewater, Richmond, and La Grange, in the 
county of Walworth, shall constitute an assembly district. 
The towns of Geneva, Hudson, and Bloomfield, in the county of 
Walworth, shall constitute an assembly district. 
The towns of Darien, Sharon, Walworth, and Linn, in the county 
of Walworth, shall constitute an assembly district. 
. The towns of Delavan, Sugar Creek, La Fayette, and Elkhorn, in 
the county of Walworth, shall constitute an assembly district. 
The towns of Lisbon, Menomonee, and Brookfield, in the county 
of Waukesha, shall constitute an assembly district. 
The towns of Warren, Oconomewoc, Summit, and Ottawa, in the 
county of Waukesha, shall constitute an assembly district. | 
The towns of Delafield, Genesee, and Pewaukee, in the county : 
of Waukesha, shall constitute an assembly district. 
The towns of Waukesha, and New Berlin, in the county of Wau- 
kesha, shall constitute an assembly district. 
The towns of Eagle, Mukwonego, Vernon, and Muskego, in the 
county of Wakesha, shall constitute an assembly district. 
The towns of Port Washington, Fredonia, and Clarence, in the 
county of Washington, shall constitute an assembly district. 
The towns of Jackson, and Grafton, in the county of Washing- 
ton, shall constitute an assembly district. 
The towns of Meguon, and Germantown, in the county of Wash- 
ington, shall constitute an assembly district. ° 
he towns of Polk, Richfield, and Erin, in the county of Wash-' 
n shall constitute an assembly district. 
he towns of Hartford, Addison, West Bend, and North Bend, 
in the county of Washington, shall constitute an assembly district. 
The county of Winnebago, shall constitute an assembly district. 
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The foregoing districts are subject, however, so far to be altered, 
that, when any new town shall be organized, it may be added to 
either of the adjoining assembly districts. 

Section 13. Such parts of the common law as are now in force 
in the Territory of Wisconsin, not inconsistent with this constitu- 
tion, shall be and continue a part of the law of this State, until 
altered, or suspended by the legislature. 

Section 14. The senators first elected in the even numbered sen- 
ate districts, the governor, lieutenant governor, and other State of- 
ficers first elected under this constitution, shall enter upon the du- 
ties of their respective offices on the first Monday of June next, 
and shall continue in office for one year from the first Monday of 
January next; the senators first elected in the odd numbered sen- 
ate districts, and the members of the assembly first elected, shall 
enter upon their duties, respectively, on the first Monday of June 
next, and shall continue in office until the first Monday in January 
next. 

Section 15. The oath of office may be administered by any judge 
or justice of the peace, until the legislature shall otherwise direct. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Resolved, That the Congress of the United States be, and is hereby, 
requested, upon the application of Wisconsin for admission into 
the Union, so to alter the provisions of an act of Congress entitled 
“An act to grant a quantity of land to the Territory of Wisconsin, 
for the purpose of aiding in opening a canal to connect the waters of 
Lake Michigan with those of Rock river,“ approved June eighteenth, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, and so to alter the terms and 
conditions of the grant made therein, that the odd numbered sec- 
tions thereby granted and remaining unsold, may be held and disposed 
of by the State of Wisconsin, as part of the five hundred thousand 
acres of land to which said State is entitled by the provisions of 
an act of Congress, entitled “An act to appropriate the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to grant pre-emption 
rights,? approved the fourth day of September, eighteen hundred 
and forty-one; and, further, that the even numbered sections, re- 
served by Congress, may be offered for sale by the United States 
for the same minimum price, and subject to the same rights of pre- 
emption as other public lands of the United States. 

Resolved, That Congress be further requested to pass an act 
whereby the excess price over and above one dollar and twenty- 
five cents per acre, which may have been paid by the purchasers 
of said even numbered sections which shall have been sold by the 
United States, be refunded to the present owners thereof, or they 
be allowed to enter any of the public lands of the United States to 
an amount equal in value to the excess so paid. 

Resolved, 'That in case the said odd numbered sections shall be 
ceded to the State as aforesaid, the same shall be sold by the State 
in the same manner as other school lands: Provided, That the same 
rights of pre-emption as are now granted by the laws of the Uni- 
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ted States, shall be secured to persons who may be actually settled 
upon such lands at the time of the adoption of this constitution: 
And provided, further, That the excess price, over and above one 
dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, absolutely or conditionally 
contracted to be paid by the purchasers of any part of said sec- 
tions, which shall have been sold by the Territory of Wisconsin, 
shall be remitted to such purchasers, their representatives, or as- 
signs. 

PResolved, That Congress be requested, upon the application of 
Wisconsin for admission into the Union, to pass an act whereby the 
grant of five hundred thousand acres of land, to which the State of 
Wisconsin is entitled by the provisions of an act of Congress, en- 
-titled An act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic lands, and to grant pre-emption rights,“ approved the fourth 
day of September, eighteen hundred and forty-one; and, also, the 
five per centum of the nett proceeds of the public lands lying within 
the State, to which it shall become entitled on its admission into 
the Union, by the provisions of an act of Congress, entitled “An 
act to enable the people of Wisconsin Territory to form a consti- 
tution and State government, and for the admission of such State 
into the Union,“ approved the sixth day of August, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-six, shall be granted to the State of Wisconsin for 
the use of schools, instead of the purposes mentioned in the said 
acts of Congress respectively. 

Resolved, That the Congress of the United States be, and hereby 
is, requested, upon the admission of this State into the Union, so to 
alter the provisions of the act of Congress, entitled “ An act to 
'grant a certain quantity of land to aid in the improvement of the 

ox and Wisconsin rivers, and to connect the same by a canal in 
the Territory of Wisconsin,” that the price of the lands reserved 
to the United States, shall be reduced to the minimum price of the 
pu»lic lands. | 

Resolved, That the legislature of this State shall make provision 
by law for the sale of the lands granted to the State in aid of said 
improvements, subject to the same rights of pre-emption to the 
settlers thereon, as are now allowed by law to settlers on the public 
lands. 

Resolved, 'That the V be appended to, and 
signed with the constitution of Wisconsin, and submitted therewith 
E the.people of this Territory, and to the Congress of the United 

tates. 

We the undersigned, members of the convention to form a con- 
stitution for the State of Wisconsin, to be submitted to the people 
thereof, for their ratification or rejection, do hereby certify that 
the foregoing is the constitution adopted by the convention. 


In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands, at Madi- 
son, the first day of February, A. D. 1848. 
| MORGAN L. MARTIN, 


President of the Convention and delegate from the county of Brown. 
Tuomas McHvon, Secretary. 


Ex. Doc. No. 55. 
G. W. FEATHERSTONHAUGH, of Calumet county. 


JAMES T. LEWIS, of Columbia county. 
D. G. FENTON, of Crawford county. 
WM. W. FOX, ` 


C. M. NICHOLS, 
WILLIAM A. WHEELER, 
STODDARD JUDD, 

CHAS. H. LANABEE, 
SAMUEL W. LYMAN, 

S. W. BEALL, 

WARREN CHASE, 

o COLE, 

GEORGE W. LAKIN, 
ALEXANDER D. RAMSEY, 
WILLIAM RICHARDSON, 
JOHN HAWKINS ROUNTREE, 
JANES BIGGS, 

CHARLES BISHOP, 

L. P. HOLLENBECK, 
JOSEPH WARD, 

JONAS FOLTS, 

MILO JONES, 

THEODORE PRENTISS, 
ABRAHAM VANDERPOOL, 
CHARLES DUNN, 

JOHN O'CONNOR, 

ALLEN WARDEN, 

JOHN L. DORAN, 
GARRET M. FITZGERALD, 
ALBERT FOWLER, 

RUFUS KING, | 
CHARLES H. 'LARKIN, 
MORITZ SHOEFFLER, 
WILLIAM H. KENNEDY, 
ALBERT G. COLE, 
STEPHEN A. DAVENPORT, 
ANDREW B. JACKSON, 

F. S. LOVELL, 

SAMUEL R. McCLELLAN, 
JAMES DERWAN REYMERT, 
HORACE T. SANDERS, 
THEODORE SECOR, 
A. M. CARTER, 
JOSEPH COLLEY, 
PAUL CRANDALL, 
EZRA A. FOOTE, 
LOUIS P. HARVEY, 
EDWARD V. WHETON, ; 
SILAS STEDMAN, of Sheboygan county. 


of Dane county. 


of Dodge county. 


of Grant county. 


of Greene county. 


of Iowa county. 
of Jeferson county. 


of La Fayette county. 


r^ of Milwaukee county. 


of Portage county. 


ef Racine county. 


of Rock county. 
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$ of Fond du Lac county. 


39 Ex. Doc. No. 55. 


EXPERIENCE ESTABROOK, ) 
GEORGE GALE, | 
JAMES HARRINGTON, 

A. C. KINNE, 

HOLLIS LATHAM, | 
EZRA A. MULFORD, 

JAMES FAGAN, 

PATRICK PENTONY, 

HARVEY G. TURNER, 

SQUIRE S. CASE, 

ALFRED L. CASTLEMAN, 
PETER D. GIFFORD, 
ELEAZER ROOT, 

GEORGE SCAGEL, 

HARRISON REED, 


of Waukesha. 


of Walworth county. 


of Washington county. 


Abstract of the population of the several counties in the Territory 
of Wisconsin, on the first. day of December, in the year of our 


Lord one thousand eight hundred' and forty-seven. 


Name of Counties. 


reem. «esca. v es 3 
Calumet ee enee cese eet ........ 
, vk "EV SS 
Chippewa, (not returned.) ........... 
Crawford ...... 
Dane 
Dodge „ 0 %%. „ ..... 
Fond du Lac........ 
Grant 
Green 
Iowa and Rich lane 
Jefferson 
Lafayette ................... 
La Point 
Manitowoc 
Marquette 
Milwaukee 
Portage 
RA ek W Ee 


Rock (EE E e „ „„ geg 


e@@ 0 00000 o 0 000 0 00000 0 0 900 0 O00000 0 00 0 0000009005. ° 


0 0 % % % % 090906090? gene 288828 09000990 1,200999 
LÀ 
e000 009598909099 8088 99900999 ee 


Sheboygan............... 
o 
Wen. EE 
Washington 
Waukesha 


Winnebago................... 


Total.... «999900690999 „„ 0 „ 0 „ % „ „ 0 6 „„ 6 %% %% 09909*9, 


ee 000000 „„ „„ „„ „„ 06 06 „ 


D 
CRW 


Population. 


2,914 
1,066 
3,791 


1,409 
10,935 
14,906 
7,459 
11,720 
6,487 
7,963 
11,464 
9,335 
367 
1,285 
2,961 
22,791 
1,504 


,19,539 


14,729 
2,178 
5,580 
1,674 

15,039 

15,547 

15,866 
2,787 


210,596 
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OFFICE or THE Secretary op WISCONSIN TERRITORY, 
. Madison, February 5, 1848. 


I, John Catlin, Secretary of the. Territory of Wisconsin, do 
hereby certify that the above is atrue abstract of the population of 
the Territory of Wisconsin, en the first day of December, A. D. 
1847, as appears by the ı ficial returns made to this office; and that 
the printed copy of ap act-containcd in the pamphlet, hereto at- 
tached, entitled “an act in relation to the formation of a State go- 
vernment in Wisconsin, and to change the time for holding the an- 
nual session of the.legislature," approved October 27, A. D. 1847, 
is a true copy of the orginal, now remaining of record in this of- 
fice, and of the whole of such original. | 


In testimony whereof, I have hereto set my hand, and 
caused the seal of the Territory of Wisconsin to be af- 
[sean] fixed, at Madison, on the day and year first above 
written. C | 
_.  . JOHN CATLIN, . 
Secretary of Wisconsin Territory. 


Laws of Wisconsin Territory, passed at the special session of the 
Legislative Assembly, October 27, 1847. | | 


— ` 


. 'j 
AN ACT in relation to the formation of & State government in Wisoonsin, and to change 
the time for holding the annual session of the legislature. 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the Council and House of Represen- 
latives of the Territory of Wisconsin, That on the fitth Monday 
of November, A. D. 1847, every white male inhabitant or the Ter- 
ritory of Wisconsin, above the age of 21 years, and who shall have 
resided therein, for six months next preceding said day, and who 
shall be a citizen ef the United States, or shal 


no person shall vote in any county for such delegates, unless he 
shall have been a resident of that county for the period of ten da S 
next preceding 1: e time of. offering his vote; and all legal voters 
resident upon In. ‘an territory shall, under the qualifications pre- 
scribed by this s t, have the right to vote for delegates in the 
counties nearest to their residence. 

SEC. 2. Every person authorized by this act fo vote for dele- 
gates to the convention herein provided for, shall be eligible as a 
delegate to said convention for the county or district in which he 
resides. l 

SEC. 3. a number of delegates tq be elected to said convens 
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tion in the several counties of the Territory shall be as follows, to 
wit: | ! š | 
In the county of Racine. . . eight delegates. 


In the county of Milwaukee... Z .. seven ae 
In the county of Walworth,..................... Six a 
In the county of Waukesha,..................... Six ` «f 
In the county of Rock,.......................... SIX ge 
In the county of Grant. .. five e 
In the county of Jefferson . . four ge 
In the county of La Fayette,.................... three Ç 
In the counties of Iowa and Richland,........... three er 
In the county of Dane .. three ge 
In the county of Dodge,...... tee e 
In the county of Washington .. three e 
In the county of Green two ee 
In the county of Fond. du Lac two ge 


In the counties of Sheboygan and Manitowoc,.... one  delegate.! 
In the county of Brown . one de 


In the county of Calumet. . One d 
In the counties of Winnebago and Marquette, . „ one e 
In the counties of Portage and Sauk... . . one E 
In the counties of Crawford and Chippewa,....... one ge 
In the counties of St. Croix and La Pointe,...... one Ve 
In the county of Columbia. one 


Sec. 4. The votes cast for such delegates shall be taken, can- 
vassed, certified, and returned, and certificates of election made 
out and delivered in the same manner as is provided by law for 
taking, canvassing, certifying, and returning votes, iud making 
out and delivering certificates of election for members of the 
House of Representatives: Provided, That the returns of the said 
votes to the officers now designated by law. in the several counties 
to receive the same, shall be made on or before the first Monday 
succeeding the day of election herein provided for: Provided 
further, That the clerk of the board of county supervisors or of 
county commissioners, as the case may be, of each county, shall 
make out and deliver certificates of election to such persons as 
may have been elected delegates in said county, and shall not in 
any case be required to transmit the returns of the votes of said 
county to any other county, except that the returns of Richland 
county shall be transmitted to the county of Iowa; the returns of 
Manitowoc county shall be transmitted to the county of Sheboy- 
gan; the returns of the county of Winnebago shall be transmitted 
to the county of Marquette ; the returns of the county of Portage 
shall be transmitted to the county of Sauk; the returns of the 
county of Chippewa shall be transmitted to the county of Craw- 
ford, and the returns of the county of La Pointe shall be trans- 
mitted to the county of St. Croix, and the person or persons voted 
for delegate or delegates, equal in number to that above appor- 
tioned to such county or district who shall have received the 
greatest number of votes, shall be declared duly elected. 


» 
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Sec. 5. The said delegates shall assemble in the representatives’ 
hall in the capitol, at Madison, in the said Territory, on the third 
Wednesday of December, A. D. 1847, at 12 o?clock, meridian, and 
when so assembled, shall] have full power and authority to form a 
republican constitution for the State of Wisconsin. 

Src. 6. The convention shall elect one of their number presi- 
dent, and appoint one or more secretaries, and such other officers 
as may be necessary to the permanent organization of their body, 
and shall adopt rules for the regulation of its members and officers, 
and have full power to enforce the same. | | 

Sec. 7. Each delegate shall receive two dollars and. fifty cents 
per day for his services in said convention, and ten cents per mile 
for travel going to and returning from the same. The E Ze of 
said convention shall receive such compensation as the convention 
shall deem proper to, allow; and the compensation of the members 
and officers of said convention, together with the incidental ex- 
penses of the convention, shall be paid out of the territorial trea- 
sury on the certificate of the president; and the auditor is hereby 
authorized to receive said certificates, and issue warrants on the 
territorial treasury therefor, in such sums as the holders may de- 
sire. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of said convention to give publicity 
to the constitution adopted by them, by providing for its publica- 
tion in all the newspapers published in the Territory: Provided, 
That such papers will publish the same for a sum not exceeding 
twenty dollars per paper, and no expense shall be incurred for, its 
publication in pamphlet form; to submit the same to a vote of the 
people for their approval, anu to provide how the votes cast upon 
that subject shall be taken, canvassed and returned; and the said 
convention shall also have the power to submit the said constitu- 
tion to the Congress of the United States, and to apply in such 
manner as they may deem proper for the admission of the State of 
Wisconsin into the Union. 

Sec. 9. When any person shall offer to vote at any election pro- 
vided for by this act, and either of the judges of election shall 
suspect that such person does not possess the qualifications of a 
voter, or if his vote shall be challenged by any voter, one of the 
' judges of election shall tender to such person an oath or affirma- 
tion in the following form: „I, A. B., do solemnly swear (or af- 
firm, as the case may be) that I have resided in this territory six 
months, and in this county ten days immediately preceding this 
election; I am twenty-one years of age, as I verily believe; I am a 
citizen of the United States, (or have declared my intention to be- 
come such according to the laws of Congress on the subject of 
naturalization,) and Í have not voted at this election.” And if 
such person shall take such oath or affirmation, his vote shall be 
received, unless it shall be proved by evidence satisfactory to a 
majority of the judges that he does not possess the qualifications 
of a voter; and if such person refuses to take said oath or afirma- 
tion, his vote shall be rejected. | 

Sec. 10. If any person shall vote at any election provided for by 
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this act, knowing that be does not possess the qualifications of a 
voter therein prescribed, he shall be liable to be indicted for so 
voting; and upon conviction thereef, shall be punished by impris- 
:onment in the county jail of the county in which he shall be con- 
victed, for a period not less than three months nor more than one 
year. And if any person shall take the oath or affirmation pre- 
scribed by this act relative to the qualification of voters, knowing ` 
the same to be false, he shall be deemed to be guilty of perjury; 
and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished in the same manner 
as is now provided by law for the punishment of the crime of per- 


uy. > 

Sec. 11. The qualified electors present at the place of holding 
any election provided for in this act, shall have power to fill any 
vacancy (for the time being) that may exist in the board of election 
as now constituted by law. | 

Sec. 12. At any election held in pursuance of the provisions of 
this act, the polls shall be opened at the several places where the 
last annual election was held, between the hours of eight and ten 
o'clock, a. m., and shall be closed at five o'clock, p. m.; any law 
of this Territory to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 13. The governor shall, within ten days from the passage 
of this act, appoint in each cf the counties of the Territory some 
suitable person, who is hereby authorized and required to cause the 
number of. inhabitants in the county for which he shall have 
been appointed to be accurately taken, omitting in the enumera- 
tion Indians, not citizens, and officers and soldiers of the regular 
army of the United States; and every person so appointed shall 
have | power] to appoint as many assistants to aid him in taking the 
census as t.e may deem necessary, and shall assign to each assistant 
-a certain division of his county, which shall be accurately defined, 
either by Congressional township lines or the boundaries of towns 
organised for town government, or shall be distinctly bounded by 
water courses or public roads: Provided, 'That if any person so ap- 
pointed shall refuse or fail to perform the duties required by this 
act, it shall be the duty of the governor forthwith to appoint some 
other suitable person to perform the same; and he is hereby au- 
thorized, should he deem it necessary, to. extend in such ease the 
time limited by this [act] for the performance of said duties for 
such period as he may deem proper. -e 

Sec. 14. The governor shall immediately upon making such ap- 
pointments, furnish the secretary of the Territory the names of all 
persons so appointed, and their residence, so far as he can ascertain 
the same, which the secretary shall record in the executive jour- 
nal; and the secretary shall furnish to every person so appointed a 
certificate of such appointment, and shall at the same time forward 
to bim the necessary blank forms for carrying into effect the 
provisions of this act, to be prepared by the secretary, the expense 
of preparing which shall be paid by the Territory. 

Sec. 15. The persons appointed to take the census, and their as- 
sistants, shall severally take and subscribe an oath or affirmation 
before some person authorized by law. to administer oaths, previous 
to entering upon the discharge of the duties imposed by this act, 
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that they will well and truly cause to be made, a just and perfect 
enumeration of all the persons resident within their county or di- 
vision, as the case may be, and a truereturn thereof make, in pursu- 
ance of the provisions of this act, according to the best of their 
abilities, which oath or oaths shall be returned with the census, as 
hereinafter provided, to the secretary of the Territory. Every as- 
. sistant so appointed, shall return to the person by whom he was 
appointed, a just and perfect enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
district or d.vision assigned to him in the form so as aforesaid to 
be prepared by the secretary. And the several persons appointed 
in pursuance of the provisions of this act, to take the census in 
their respective counties, shall, by the twenty-fifth day of Decem- 
ber next, prepare duplicate copies of the enumeration of the in- - 
habitants of their respective counties, specifying the number of in- 
habitants in each town in the counties under the town system of 
government, and in each precinct in those counties under the county 
system of government; and forthwith transmit one of said copies 
properly certified, to the secretary of the Territory, and the other 
to the register of deeds of said county, or if there be no register 
in such county, to the register of deeds of the county to which it is 
attached for judicial purposes, and the said register shall preserve 
the same on file in his office, subject to the inspection of all persons. 

Sec. 16. If any person, appointed in pursuance of the provisions 
of this act, to take the census, shall fail to complete said census, 
and make returns thereof by the time limited by this act, he shall 
not be entitled to receive any compensation therefor, and every 
person so appointed, who shall accept said appointment, and every 
assistant who shall be appointed and shall accept such appointment, 
Who shall knowingly make a false return, shall forfeit and pay the 
sum of two hundred dollars, to be recovered in the name and for 
the use of the Territory, before any court of competent jurisdiction. 

SEC. 17. The said enumeration shall commence on the first day 
of December, À. D. 1847, and shall be completed and closed within 
-fifteen days thereafter. It shall include only those who are resi- 
dents of said respective counties or divisions on the first day of 
December aforesaid, and shall be made by an actual inquiry by the 
persons taking such census at every dwelling, or by personal in- 
quiry of the head of every family, in their respective counties or 
divisions. f . | 

Sec. 18. Every assistant shall, by the twentieth day of December, 
A. D. 1847, make and deliver to the person by whom he was ap- 
pointed, a true and accurate copy of the enumeration of all per- 
sons wbose enumeration is herein provided for, which shall be set 
forth in a schedule designating the townships, precincts or districts 
constituting his division, according to the civil or geographical 
boundaries thereof, and shall embrace the several families by the 
name of the head thereof, and the aggregate number therein. 

Sec. 19. The persons appointed to take such census shall each 
be allowed the sum of five dollars for making the abstracts or 
copies required by section fifieen, and said persons and their as- 
sistants shall receive, as compensation for the service performed in 
taking said census, at the rate of one dollar for every one hundred 
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persons enumerated by them respectively: Provided, That in the 
counties of St. Croix, Chippewa,and La Pointe, said compensation 
shall be at the rate of three dollars for every one hundred persons 
enumerated therein, and in the county of Richland at the rate of 
five dollars for one hundred, and in the county of Portage three 
dollars for every one hundred: Provided, also, 'That each county 
shall pay for taking the census in its own limits, and for the ab- 
stracts and copies of the same, in the same manner as other county 
expenses are paid. 

Sec. 20. If it shall appear from the returns of the votes cast upon 
the questgon of adopting the constitution which shall be submitted 
by the convention to the people, that the same has not been adopted, 
‘it shall be the duty of the governor of the Territory forthwith to 
‘issue a proclamation authorizing an election of delegates to form a 
constitution for the State of Wisconsin, at such time as he may 
designate. The number of delegates so to be elected in each county, 
the eligibility of persons to the office of delegate, the qualifications 
of voters at such election, the manner of conducting the same, and 
of taking, canvassing, and returning the votes cast at such elec- 
tion, and of making out and delivering certificates of election, shall 
in all respects be the same as is hereinbefore provided. 

Sec. 21. The delegates so elected, under the twentieth section 
of this act, shall assemble at the representatives? hall, in'the cap- 
ito! at Madison, in said Territory, on the fourth Monday after such 
election, at twelve o'clock, m., and when so assembled, shall have 
the same powers and shall perform the same duties and receive the 
same pay as is hereinbefore prescribed in relation to the delegates 
first above provided for. | 

Sec. 22. The superintendent of Territorial property is hereby 
directed to procure, previous to the assembling of the convention 
first above provided for, a requisite supply of stationery for the 
use of the members thereof; and the sum of six hundred and ninety 
dollars is hereby appropriated out of the Territorial treasury for 
that purpose, and the further sum of six hundred and ninety dol- 
lars is hereby appropriated, to be expended in the same manner, 
for the use of the second convention above provided for, in case 
the same shall be authorized by proclamation of the governor as 
aforesaid, and to be drawn out of the Territorial treasury after such 
proclamation shall have been issued. 

Sec. 23. The annual session of the legislative assembly which is 
required by law to be held at the capitol, on the first Monday in 
January next, shall be held at the same place, commencing on the 
first Monday of February next; and all Territorial officers elected 
at the last annual session for the term of one year, shall hold their 
respective offices until the close of said February session, or until 
others shall be elected and qualified in their stead. 

I. P. WALKER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
HORATIO N. WELLS, 
President of the Council. 


Approved, October 27, 1847: | 
^' HENRY DODGE. 
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AN ACT to provide for the payment of the expenses of “the special session of the legislative 
* assembly for A. D. 1847. 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the council and house of representa- 
tives of the Territory of Wisconsin: There shall be paid out of the 
sum appropriated by Congress at its session of A. D., 1846 and 
1847, for defraying the expenses of the legislative assembly of 
this Territory, as follows, viz: 

To Mason C. Darling, as president pro (em. of the council, one 
day, three dollars. 

To H. N. Wells, a$ president of the council, three dollars per 
day extra for ten days? services, thirty dollars. 

To Benjamin H. Mooers, as speaker pro tem. of the house of 
representatives, six dollars for two days’ services. 

ol. P. Walker, as speaker of the house of representatives, 
Ces dollars per day extra for nine days? services, twenty-seven 
ollars. I | 

To E. B. Dean, jr., for bill of stationery and other articles fur- 
nished for the use of the legislative assembly at its present session, 
the sum of four hundred and ninety dollars. 

To David Holt, postmaster at Madison, for postage on letters, 
papers, and other documents of the members of the fepislative as- 
sembly during the present session, one hundred and eighteen dol- 
lars and fifty-four cents. | 

To the Rev. Stephen McHugh, for services as chaplain of the 
eouncil at the present session of the legislative assembly, fourteen 
dollars. — 

To the Rev. Hiram W. Read, for services,as chaplain to the 
council at the present session of the legislative assembly, fourteen 
dollars. 

To the Rev. John Penman, for services as chaplain to the house 
of representatives during the present session of the legislative as- 
sembly, eighteen dollars. | 

To George P. Delaplaine, for ten days! services as private secre- 
tary of the governor during the present session of the legislative 
assembly, at three dollars per day, thirty dollars. 

To John Ramsdell, for MAPA done for the legislative assembly 
at its present session, thirty dollars. 

To Eugene S. Turner, for writing done for the legislative as- 
sembly at its present session, twenty-four dollars. | 

To Beison and Dodge, for printing done for the present session 
of the legislative assembly, the sum of two dollars. | 

To E. A. Cooley, for printing done for the legislative assembly, 
the sum of two dollars and ten cents. l | 

To H. A. Tenney, for incidental printing done for the legislative 
assembly at its present session, including newspapers furnished the 
members of the assembly, and for newspapers containing the laws 
of the last session, sent to the clerks of the several counties for 
distribution, as provided by law, five hundred and eighty-nine dol- 
lars and eighty-one cents. "s 
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To Beriah Brown, for ntwspapers furnished the members of the 
legislative assembly, for printing governor's proclamation, and for 
incidental printing for the use of the assembly, the sum of one 
hundred and forty-six dollars and eleven cents. 

To W. W. Wyman, for newspapers furnished the members of the 
legislative assembly at its present session, the sum of thirty-eight 
dollars and sixty-eight cents. 

To Bunner and Stafford, for seventy-eight newspapers furnished 
members of the present session of the legislative assembly, and for 
printing done for the same, the sum of five dollars and ninety 
cents. 

To Moritz Schoeffler, for printing one thousand copies of gov- 
ernor's message in German, and five hundred copies in the Norwe- 
. gian language, forty-five dollars. | 

To James D. Raymond, for printing five hundred copies of the 
governor's message in the Norwegian language, fifteen dollars. 

To Joseph G. Knapp, superintendent of Territorial property and 
librarian, the sum of two hundred and twenty-five dollars, being 
three-quarters of salary from February 4th, A. D., 1817. 

To Lafayette Kellogg and Thomas McHugh, the sum of seventy 
dollars each, for preparing for publication the journal of the present 
session of the council and house of representatives with indices; 
and to William R. Smith, the sum of three dollarsfor writing done 
for the legislative, assembly at its present session. 

To Matthew Norton, the sum of thirty dollars, for services ren- 
dered for the use of the legislature, in sweeping and keeping clean 


the halls of the capitol, carrying wood, &c. 
I. P. WALKER, 


Speaker of the house of representatives. 
| HORATIO N. WELLS, 
President of the council. 


Approved, October 27, 1847: KR 
MEE HENRY DODGE. 


o m come 


e Resolution relative to the payment of R. G. Spaulding. 


— 


Resolved by the council and house of representatives of the Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin, That there be appropriated to Roswell G. Spauld- 
ing the sum of three hundred and thirty-two dollars, in full for his 
bill of October 20th, A. D., 1847, on account of labor and varnish 
for capitol, to be paid out of the Territorial treasury. 

I. P. WALKER, 

Speaker of the house of representatives. 
HORATIO N. WELLS, 

President of the council. 


| Approved. October 27, 1847: 
HENRY DODGE. 
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TERRITORY OF WISCONSIN, 
Secretary’s Office, Madison, Nov. 4, 1847. 


I erte certify that the acts and resolutions contained in this 
pamphlet, have been compared with the originals in this office, and 
that they appear to have been correctly printed. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand 

Ir. s.] and affixed the seal of the Territory of Wisconsin, the 

. day and year aforesaid. 
JOHN CATLIN, 
Secretary of Wisconsin Territory. 


THIRTIETH CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


CORRESTONDENCE BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF 
WAR AND GENERALS SCOTT AND TAYLOR, AND BE- 
TWEEN GENERAL SCOTT AND MR. TRIST. 


MESSAGE 


FROM THE 


.PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 


 TRANSMITTING 


Reports from the Secretary of State and Secretary of War, with 
the accompanying documents, in compliance with the resolution of 
the House of Representatives, of the ith February, 1848. 


Marcu 20, 1848. 
Laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


To the House of Representatives: 


I transmit herewith reports from the Secretary of State and the 
Secretary of War, with the accompanying documents, in compli- 
ance with the resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 
"th February, 1848, requesting the President to communicate to 
that House, copies of all correspondence between the Secretary 
of War and Major General Scott, and between the Secretary of 
War and Major General Taylor, and between Major General Scott 
and N. P. Trist, late commissioner of the United States to Mexico, 
and between the latter and the Secretary of State, which has not 
heretofore been published, and the publication of which may not 


be incompatible with the public interest.” 
JAMES K. POLK. 
WASHINGTON, March 20, 1848. 
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REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
BT | D ud n qc 


To THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


UP. PN : M BS E CP rd „ „ 
The Sécretary df Statb, to whom, Was referred chat Part of the | 
resolutidn of the 'Hóuse of Representatives, of. the seventh ultimo, 

: T . „„ 
requesting the President to communicate to that House, „copies of 
all correspondence between Major General Scott and N. P. Trist, 
late commissioner of the United States in Mexico, and between the 
latter and the Secretary of State, whith' has not heretofore been 
published, and the publication of which may not be incompatible 
with the public interest,“ has the honor to lay before the President 
the accompanying papers, and to report that they comprise all the 
correatidiifien ck between (General Scott and Mr. Trist; anid bétween 
the latter and this department relating thereto, on record or on file 
in the department. ERR SCH 
All which is respectfully submitted. | 

Me eH Ae (acce tis 5 0^ v JAMES BUCHANAN. ^ 
WrrInIMDNR DF STATE) 2 00 0069 „ 
Was hiigton, Manch 20, 1849222. Y 


uu ud RE m 
. LIST OF PAPERS. 


Mr. Trist to Mr. Buchanan, May 7, 1847, (extract.} `` DI 
The same ta the same, May 21, 18477. 
General Scott to Mr. "Trist, May 7, 1847. 

Mr., Trist to General Scott, May 20, 1847. 

The, same to the same, May 9, 1817. l 
"The same to Mr. Buchanan, June 3, 1847, (extract.).. |. 
The same to the same, June 13, 1847, (extract) v 
Mr, Buchanan to Mr, Trist, June 14, 1747, (extract. 
The same to the same, July. 13, 1847, (extract.7))) 
Mr. Trist to Mr. Buchanan, July 23, 1847, (extract. ) 


` tf ` 
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WV 


Ar. Trist to Mr. Buchanan. 
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i^ Vera Cruz, 


Six: 
* dé * * * * 

Colonel Wilson left it entirely to me to determine every point 

in regard to the despatches for General. Scott, and the result of my 

consideration of the various alternatives that presented them- 

selves was, that they left here (including, of course, the letter of 

the minister of foreign relations) yesterday, about 5, p. m., in 


charge of Lieutenant Lacey, of the Tennessee dragoons, and the ` 


despatches are, before this time, doubtless, in the hands of General 


Frida) night, May 7, 1847. 


Scott, (at Puebla, in all probability,) together with a letter from 


me, of which I had no time to take a copy. 
dé E * oo * . * E 


Hon. James BUCHANAN, mE | BCS 
Secretary of State. ° C C | 


EM : I : pss ES EE ! 
Mr. Trist to Mr. Buchanan. 


[ No. 4: ] Ë | I | k oe 


ats „ a ae 
| JALAPA; May 21, 1847. 


Siz: I have the honor to transmit herewith a very extraordinary : 


letter, (if, indeed, anything from his pen can properly be so desig- 


nated,) received by me from General Scott, together with a copy 
of my reply and of a letter enclosing that reply. : 

Although the explicit order delivered to him in the latter, on 
behalf of the President, with respect to the transmission of the 
communication from yourself to the minister of foreign affairs, may 
perhaps prove effectual, I beg leave to suggest for consideration 
whether it would not be advisable to despatch to General Scott a 
special order, through the War Department, confirming the one 
thus delivered by me: for, from the officer capable of writing such 
a letter, under any circumstances—and, above all, such as it was 
written in, so ta ally wanting in anything like provocation—I do 
not know what i» anticipate or not to anticipate. ` 


Excepting a r. port which came in here last evening, that Gen- | 
eral Herrera has een elected President, and that this event is con- 
sidered favorable to peace, no news whatever has been received 


here since my arrival. When we reach 5 which I shall 
set out to-morrow afternoon with General Twiggs’s division—I hope 
to have it in my power to give at least some account of political 
affairs and prospects, whether favorable or unfavorable. A youth 


— 
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from Guadalajara, who is here on his way to Yera Cruz to embark 
for England, tells me that in his native place (some 300 leagues 
nearly from Mexico) all are in favor of continuing the war, at 
least there is but a handful of the opposite sentiment. But in the 
city of Mexico, where he passed a month, there is a very strong 
party in favor of peace., This I consider good evidence of the 
state of public opinion, on that fàce of it which is likely to catch 
the eye of persons of his class—intelligent and modest lads of the 
age of 17 or 18. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


N. P. TRIST. 


Hon. James BUCHANAN, 
Secretary of State. 


P. S.—On the occasion of transmitting this correspondence with 
General Scott, I should do him injustice, although he could not be 
injured thereby, with any person at all conversant with his charac- 
ter, were I to omit to mention that, so far as “respect” for the 
government can be proved by such outward acts as bear the same 
relation to this sentiment which genuflexions and upturnings of the 
eyes bear to religion, nothing could have been more perfect than 
the proof afforded in my case of the sincerity with which he pro- 
fesses the established creed upon this point. Not only was I met 
on the road, as we approached the city, by General Scott's aid-de- 
camp and the chief of the quartermaster's department, deputed by 
him to conduct me to the quarters which he had caused to be se- 
cured for me, but I was subsequently called upon by the governor, 
in compliance with orders from the general-in-chief, to offer me a 
guard, (which I declined, there being no necessity for it.) So far, 
therefore, as ceremonial goes, and attentions to my person, as that 
of “a functionary of the government,” nothing could be added to 
the proof, which it receives in this shape, of respect for its 
authority. 


Major General Scott to Mr. Trist. 


[Enclosure in No. 4.] 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Jalapa, May 7, 1847. 


Sır: I have just received your note of yesterday, accompanied 
by communications to me from the Secretary of War, and one 
(sealed!) from the Department of State to the minister of foreign 
affairs of the republic of Mexico. 

You are right in doubting whether there be a government, even 
de facto, in this republic. Genera] Santa Anna, the nominal presi- 
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dent, has been, until within a day or two, in the neighborhood of 
Oi: iziba, organizing bands of rancheros, banditti, or guerillas, to cut 
off stragglers of this army, and, probably, the very train, all im- 
portant to us, which you propose to accompany into the interior; 
the safety of which train has detained me here and caused me a 
high degree of solicitude. Hence I regret that Colonel Wilson, 
commanding at Vera Cruz, has allowed himself, a second time, to 
be persuaded to detach, to bring up despatches, (for your accommo- 
daticn,) a material portion of the force I had relied upon as the 
escort of that train. The other detachment to which I allude came 
up some days y to escort Lieutenant Semmes, of the navy, duly 
accredited by Commodore Perły, to the Mexican minister of for- 
eign affairs, to negotiate the exchange of Passed Midshipman 
Rogers, now a prisoner of war. "That matter, also, seems to have 
been considered too important to be entrusted to my agency! 

But, to return to the actual government of Mexico. Señor An- 
aya, is, I believe, president, ad interim. But you may have learned 
that the Congress, after hearing of the affair of Cerro Gordo, passed 
many violent decrees, breathing war, to the uttermost, against the 
United States; declaring that the executive has no power, and 
shall have none, to conclude a treaty, or even an armistice, with 
the United States, and denouncing as a traitor any Mexican func- 
tionary who shall entertain either proposition. I have communicated 
a copy of those decrees to the War Department, and, until further 
orders thereupon, or until a change of circumstances, I very much 
doubt whether I can so far commit the honor of my government as 
to take any direct agency in forwarding the sealed despatch you 
have sent me from the Secretary of State of the United States. 

On this delicate point, however, you will do as you please; and 
when, if able, I shall have advanced near to the capital, I may, at 
your instance, lend an escort to your flag of truce; and it may re- 
quire a large fighting detachment to protect even a flag of truce 

1 the rancheros and banditti who now infest the national road, 
l the way up to the capital. 

I see that the Secretary of War proposes to degrade me, by re- 
quiring that I, the commander of this army, shall defer to you, the 
chief clerk of the Department of State, the question of continuing 
or discontinuing hostilities. | 

I beg to say to him and to you, that here, in the heart of a hostile 
country, from which, after a few weeks, it would be impossible to 
withdraw this army, without a loss, probably, of half its numbers, 
by the vomito; which army, from necessity, must soon become a 
self-sustaining machine, cut off from all supplies and reinforcements 
from home, until, perhaps, late in November—not to speak of the 
bad faith of the government and people of Mexico—I say, in re- 
ference to those critical circumstances, this army must take military 
security for its own safety. Hence, the question of an armistice or 
no armistice is, most peculiarly, a military question, appertaining, 
of necessity, if not of universal right, in the absence of direct in- 
structions, to the commander of the invading forces ; consequently, 


a 
a 
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if you are not clothed with military rank over me, as well as with 
. diplomatic functions, I shall demand, under the peculiar circum- 
‘stances, that, in your negotiations, if the enemy should entertain 
your overtures, you refer that question to me, and all the securities 
belonging to it. The safety of this army demands no less, and I 
am responsible for that safety, until duly superseded or recalled. 
Indeed; from the nature of the case, if the enemy, on your petition, 
: should be willing to concede an armistice, he would, no doubt, 
' demand the military guaranty of my signature, for his own safety. 
Should you, under the exposition of circumstances I have given, 
visit the moveable head-quarters of this army, I shall receive you 
‘with the respect due, to a functionary of my government; but 
whether you would find me here, at Perote, Puebla, or elsewhere, 
depends on events changeable at every moment. 
The sealed despatch from the Department of State I suppose you 
to desiré me to hold until your arrival, or until I shall hear farther 


t 


from you. | l e m | 
I remain, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, |. ^". 
VVV TOL WINFIELD SCOTT. 


r 


` 


F. P: Trist, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 
Mr. Trist to Major General Scott. 
"s [Enclosaro in No. 4. . . . 
Murs eoa 15 50 0t 57 7o o JALAPAy May 20, 1847. 
. Sim: The enclosed reply to the tirade against our government, 
` which you. saw. fit to put into the shape of a letter to me, (I regret 
"exceedingly that it did not receive a more appropriate form and 
direction, by being made up, at once, into an “article? to adorn 
‘the columns of some reckless partisan press,) was commenced at 
San Juafi del Rio; where, after taking time to recover from the 
amazement which your letter occasioned, and coo!ly to reflect upon 
its extraordinary character—as L have repeatedly done since on the 
` journey—TI passed nearly thé whole night in writing, so desirous 
did I feel to dismiss the unpleasant subject from my mind. Hav- 
ing motives also for wishing that my reply should reach you be- 
fore my arrival here, I purposed finishing itat the first place where 
it could be resumed. . With this view, when we reached El Encero, 
^T got out my writing materials, intending to pass the greater. part 
of the night in this labor, and that of taking a copy. This design 
` having, however, been défeated by the alerte which we had there 
just about sunset, causing Col: Riley to order the advance of the 
"train, with which I was, to retire from its position in and around 
* the house and out-buildings; the completion of my task has, from 
this and subsequent causes been unavoidably delayed until now. 
I I was, most assuredly, not sent to Mexico for any such purpose 
` as that of engaging in a correspondence with you; above all, in one 
of the nature of that which I have so unexpectedly found forced upon 
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me; andl donne whether the government will approve of my having 
„allowed myself to, empley any portion of my time in it: Certaim 1 
am that this would be censured, but for the fact that your letter 
found me under circumstances rendering it impossible that I, should 
: occupy myselfiupon the object, for which, I. was sent. here. The 
same excuse will not exist hereafter; and even. ift should, num- 
,berless:ather food and sufficient reasons will always exist to com- 
t ° . e e . 2 1 
, pel me ta decline the,honor of maintaining a correspondence with 
WA E GE ® V eu A N ` 8 A EOM NES y e EU ME mo NE. 
\, The communication, from the Department:of State to the Mexi- 
can minister of foreign relations, transmitted to you by me from 
Wera, Cruz, has been returned to me, since my arrival at this place, 
Mr your military, secretary, Lieut.. Lay, - So.soon:as I shall be en- 
` a lèd ta. ascertain that the condition, of, the government of this 
country is such as to admit of its delivery, it will, be again placed 
jln the hands of the genergl-in-chief,of our forces fox that purpose. 
Upon recurring to your letter, Į find both its tone and its matter, 
` With respect to the transmission of, this communication, so perfectly 
„ûn, keeping, with the, rest of it, and especially with, the. light in 
: Sch yay have. seen, fit: to consider, me—that pfi an; emissary of the 
ecretary of War, through whom and to whom you may. f'aay? 
„Whatever your honor suggests—that I deem it necessary,to make a 
45 cial endeayor, in negargꝗ to this very important point, ta bring 
do 
à T 


n your thoughts from the lofty regions into which, they hape 
ed. tp the one; alone appropriate, to, such;;plain matters of 
,jbusiness;as;I am charged With... „ rte „4 eh 
„ aX QU. say that, some time hence, , perhaps, “I (you) may, at your 
{my} instance, lend an escort to your (my) flag of; truce; and it may 
require a large fighting detachment to protect even a, flag! of. trace 
against the rancheros and band, „& % „ us iz ens | 
. Samum in/reply to this, all I have to do is to deliver to you— 
as I hereby do in uvriting— (and this for, tha second time sinless 
my first letter was far more, engmatical| than d believe it could 
seem to any honest men, who, upon their conscience and honor, 
should be called to respond to the questions, whether you had or had 
not, in this instance, been guilty of a wanton contempt of orders; 
and whether this offence had or, had net been eggravated by the 
character of the pretences under which the contempt was indulged 
in, and the contumacy ;sought to be covered up)—I have, I say, 
sir, to deliver to you this message from your commander-in-chief, 
the President oft (be United States, to wit: “When the communica- 
tion; bearing the seal of the Department of State, and addressed 
_ t9 his excellency the minister of foreign relations,of the Mexican 
Soch ? shall be, placed in the ánds of. the. general-in-chief. of 
the United States army in ‘Mexico it is the will, order, and com- 
mand of the President of the United States, that the said cammu- 
RESER "E Kalb l ° 15 Wp.eL mese i pie I ) Lei o'e i] 4) 1 
A nication shalt forthwith be transmitted to ifs destination under, a 
J of truce; which fag f (ruce-is lo proceed from the head- 
quarters of the army, and is to be a flag of \truce from the general- 
in-chief. It is to be protected by such escort as the, gaterai-in- 


3 tee D 3 ; d Be teh? ) a! 
. chief shall deem necessary and, proper for, its, security against, gll 
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dangers of the road in general, (including those from *rancheros 
and bandit?) in particular.) Whether the escort necessary and 
proper for the purpose shall, in the judgment of the general-tn- 
chief, be a corpora s guard, a company, a regiment, or a brigade; 
such necessary and proper escort, whatever tt may be, is to be fur- 
nished. The President, at the same time, commands that the 
general-in-chief shall not, for the sake of carrying out this order, 
do aught which may jeopard the existence of the army, or interfere 
with any movements or operations whatever which he may deem 
necessary or expedient for the most vigorous possible prosecution of 
the war. The transmission of the communication above referred to 
is at all times to be deemed a secondary consideration to any of 
those just mentioned; but 1t is also to be deemed at all times para- 
mount to every thing else, and, so far as may be compatible with 
them, the utmost attention is demanded to it.” | 

This, sir, is the order and command of the President of the Uni- 
ted States, which—standing as I do to him, for this special purpose, 
in precisely the same relation that one of your aids-de-camp bears 
to yourself, when entrusted with a verbal order from you to a sub- 
_ ordinate officer--I do hereby convey to the general-in-chief of the 
army. 

You will now, sir, I trust, understand, when the communication 
referred to shall again be placed in your hands, that greatly de- 
ficient in wisdom as the present (and indeed any democratic) ad- 
ministration of the government must necessarily be, it has not, in 
this particular instance, fallen into so egregious a blunder as to 
make the transmission and delivery of that communication depen- 
dent upon the amiable affability and gracious condescension of 
General Winfield Scott. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

l N. P. TRIST. 

To Major General WinfiELD Scorr, 

General-in-chief of the U. S. Army in Mexico. 


Mr. Trist to Major General Scott. 
[Enclosure in No. 4.] 


Bivovuac AT San Juan DEL Rio, 
May 9, 1847. 


Sin: Your letter of the 7th instant, directed to me at Vera 
Cruz, and transmitted by Captain Kearney, has met me at this 
place, on my way to the head-quarters of the United States army 
in Mexico, where my instructions require me to be, and for which 
I set out from Vera Cruz yesterday, in company with Captain 
Grayson of your staff, a gentlemen to whose kind attentions I am 
already much indebted. 

In the exercise of the discretion left me, as to the precise time 
for proceeding to head-quarters, I should probably have decided 
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upon remaining at Vera Cruz, until I could obtain some definite 
information respecting the aspect which things now wear with 
reference to the object of my mission, had it not been for the in- 
formation confidentially communicated to me by the governor of 
Vera Cruz, confirming, (as your letter again does,) the correctness 
of the impression which I found generally prevalent there, that, 
after the passage of this well-guarded train, all communication be- 
tween our army and the sea-board would probably be cut off, and 
remain closed for some time. This consideration, joined with my 
utter want of all means of judging at what moment a juncture 
might be likely to occur, when every thing, so far as regards the 
re-establishment of peace between the two countries would depend 
upon my being on &he spot, ready to carry out my instructions, 
without the loss of a single day, determined me to set out forth- 
with. My short stay at Nen Cruz had, consequently, to be em- 
ployed in making the requisite arrangements for leaving with the 
train, (the departure of which was to take place on the morning 
after my arrival, though it did not occur till a day later,) instead 
of being given, as it otherwise would have been, to the examina- 
tion of files of the Mexican papers for the last five or six weeks; 
whereby alone my entire ignorance of all political events since the 
capture of Vera Cruz, and indeed for some time previous, could 
have been dispelled; for I found all our officers at that city so en- 
grossed by the urgent demands upon their attention which are 
every instant arising, that the only intelligence elicited by my in- 
quiries was, that every thing was in the utmost confusion, and that : 
a new president ad been elected in place of Santa Anna, and in 
utter disregard of his title to that ee under the election of last 
year. ) 
No one acquainted with the history of tbis country could be sur- 
prised at such a proceeding, and I took for granted that it had 
happened exactly so, until I learnt from your letter, that this new 
president is merely a „president ad interim,“ not intended to 
supersede Santa Anna, the latter being still * the nominal presi- 
dent,? in other words, the * head of the government. 
The frantic decrees of the Mexican Congress which you men- 
tion, I had never before heard of, although, if your letter had 
found me still at Vera Cruz, it would, most certainly, not have 
had any such effect as that of deterring me from proceeding into 
the interior, and causing me to abandon all idea that my presence 
there might possibly be of use. In themselves, such irksome pro- 
ceedings could have had no force whatever upon my mind in form- 
ing an estimate of the probabilities of peace, and, in my endeavors 
to judge of the weight to which they might be entitled from con- 
current circumstances, I should not have lost sight of the fact, 
that it was from the Mexican Congress that these brute fulmina- 
tions had proceeded, the same body, who, calling themselves the 
representatives of the people, and with “ God and liberty” for 
their motto, had allowed their country to be crushed under a do- 
mestic military tyranny, far more grinding than the Janissary op- 
pression, inflicted upon the Greeks by their Moslem conquerors. 
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Thus much in regard to the author of the degradation supposed 
by you to be involved in this order. With respect tó the degra- 
dation itself, and the imagined necessity of your deferring to me 
on “a military question,” the following passage in my instruc- 
tions (instructions which, in making the full explanation referred 
to in my first letter, it was my intention to submit for your peru- 
sal) will suffice. It shows that ‘the question of continuing or 
. discontinuing hostilities,? so far from having been in any manner 
committed to my discretion, is one which, the President, in the 
discharge of the duty which he owes to our country, has judged 
proper to reserve entirely to the chief executive authority of our 
government: “If the contingency shall occur; on the happening 
of which, as provided by the third article of the proposed. tréaty, 
hostilities are required to be suspended, you vill, without delay, 
communicate this fact to the commanders of our land and naval 
forces respectively, the Secretaries of War and of the Navy, 
having already issued orders to them for the suspension of hostili- 
ties, upon the receipt of such notice from yourself.) ` 

It is here seen, that the object of the order, thus provisionally 
issued to the commanders of our land and naval forces, is simply, 
that they shall cease to wage war upon Mexico, on the occurrence 
of a certain contingency: This contingency, as it was intended 
that you should be fully ‘informed, by the exhibition of- the pro- 
‘posed treaty, immediately upon my reaching head-quarters, is, 
the ‘ratification by the Mexican government T d definite, treaty, 
establishing peace between the two countries. No power or discre- 
‘tion whatever, no shadow of any such thing; is vested ‘in me, with 
respect to the suspension of hostilities. So far as this measure js 
` connected with my mission, or can by any possibility grow out of 
“my mission, it. cannot take place except pu the occurrencé of 

a state of things strictly defined by the President. A treaty of 
peace and amity, such as I am empowered to make, must first be 
‘conceded, and not only concluded, but ratified by Mexico; and 
_then, upon notice of this state of things, given by me to the re- 
. spective commanders, the order for the suspension of hostilities is 
to come into force, this ‘order being the President's order, emanat- 
ing from him, through the appropriate. departments, and. not my 
‘order. "To represent it as mine, strikes me as being. no less. ob- 
. viously erroneous, than it would be to state that the genérals of 
the army under your command, had been subjected to the authority 
of your aides-de-camp, and required to “defer” to them, because 
1 had issued an order requiring the former to execute a particu- 
lar movement, previously prescribed by yourself, whensoever they 
‘should receive from the latter a notice or direction to that effect. 
And the erior would be no less palpable, if, instead of the course 
-pursued by the government, in issuing to yougself and to Commo- 
-dóre Perry the provisional order which you have received, the 
President had judged it to be expedient and.. necessary that yóu 
should never hear of the proposed treaty until it should have been 
Tatified on the part of Mexico, and I had been instructed then to 
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notify this fact to you, and to require you, in his name, to suspend 
hostilities. 

So long, then, as the two countries shall continue to be in a state 
of war, the operations of our forces in Mexico, cannot, by the re- 
motest possibility, be affected by the fact that I am charged with 
the duty of making that notification. So far as those operations 
are concerned, the case now stands, and cannot but continue to 
stand, precisely as if negotiations for peace had taken place at 
Washington, and as if no order for the suspension of hostilities 
had issued until after those negotiations had been brought to a suc- 
cessful close. The only difference which can result from our 
government's having a diplomatic representative on the spot, is, 
that the restoration of peace may possibly be thereby hastened. 
And the only difference made by this agents being instructed to 
give notice of its restoration, (instead of waiting till this could 
travel from Mexico to Washington, and back again from Washing- 
ton to the army,) is, that the calamities of war would be arrested 
a month or two or more, the sooner; and that this very considera- 
tion might in itself be the cause of peace, by determining the 
enemy to conclude a treaty which, otherwise, he would be unwil- 
ling to enter into. On your part, sir, above all other men, this 
certainly could not be objected to; for, unless my memory de- 
ceives me, our batteries before Vera Cruz were, in your official 
despatch, reported as being in “ta state of awful activity,” an 
epithet which struck me at the moment as being a somewhat unu- 
sual one in artillery technicals, although the National Intelli- 
gencer very soon afterwards accounted for it to my entire satis- 
faction, by the assurance which it gave our country, that you 
are distinguished for humanity,? an assurance which receives 
the strongest possible corroboration from the little word thus in- 
advertently dropped from your pen. 

In a word, sir, the course determined upon by our government, 
respecting the suspension of hostilities, is what any man of plain 
unsophisticated common sense would take for granted that it must 
be; and it is not what your exuberant fancy and over cultivated 
imagination would make. The question truly presented by it, and 
it would require very skilful sophistry indeed to make our country 
believe that this could be otherwise than obvious to any man oc- 
cupying your position, is not, whether the immediate command and 
direction of the United States forces in Mexico is to continue to 
reside in the senior officer of the army present, or is to be transfer- 
red to some person not belonging to the army. The question is, 
whether the government of the United States is to be permitted by 
General Winfield Scott, to discharge its international functions and 
duties in its own way, and by agents of its own selection; when he may 
have taken a fancy tò relieve it of the trouble of attending to them, by 
himself settling the preliminaries of peace, in adjusting the terms 
of that “armistice” with regard to which he has judged proper so 
vehemently to assert his own exclusive competency. 

It may be remarked, that, even if the order thus prospectively 
given by the President, instead of having reference to a notice of 
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the happening of a certain anticipated possibility, (which it was 
deemed expedient and necessary not to refer to specifically in the 
order,) had directed that hostilities should be suspended upon the 
receipt of a requirement from a secret and confidential agent of the 
government; even in this case, a genuine, as contradistinguished 
from a merely verbal or formalry “(respect)” for the authority of the 
constitution, would be likely to suggest to-any commander receiv- 
ing such order and habitually entertaining such genuine sentiment, 
at least to abstain from all premature determinations to treat it as 
a nullity. He might, through love of country and forgetfulness of 
self, make up his mind, should the order take effect under circum- 
stances rendering it destructive of the public weal, then to disobey 
it. But he would scarcely show haste to make a parade of this de- 
termination, or to set to his army an example of insubordination by 
any unnecessary disclosure of even this contingent intention, before 
those circumstances had become matter of fact and of positive 
knowledge, and whilst they had as yet not ceased to be the coin- 
age of an imagination ready to impute to the chief magistrate elect- 
ed by our country—aided in his deliberations by the eminent citi- 
zens whom he had called around him for the purpose—a course of 
proceeding so imbecile as to awaken surprise that the bare possi- 
bility of its having ever been contemplated by them should suggest 
itself to any sane mind. 

With regard to the choice made by the President, of the person 
to be charged with the measures dictated by him for bringing about 
the state of things whereof notice is thus to be given, I, sir, do not 
entertain a doubt but that far better selections might have been 
made; and that it has fallen upon myself solely in consequence of 
the peculiar circumstances of the juncture. Among these far bet- 
ter selections, the best of all, perhaps, would have been the present 
commander of our land forces in Mexico. This would have been 
attended with one advantage at least, that of precluding all danger 
of this attempt to restore peace E rendered abortive by collis- 
sions in regard to “military rank.“ But if the President has proved 
himself not duly sensible of this consideration, added to the many 
others, which should doubtless bave weighed with him in favor of 
the appointment now referred to; and should he hereafter have 
cause to repent that he did not make it, no part of the blame can 

_ever attach to me, for he knows that the sin thus committed by him 
was not in any way participated in by me, except so far as my con- 
sent, in reply to his own spontaneously expressed wish, no less un- 
desired than unsought on my part, may have made me one of the 
uilty. 
ü E (which, as has already been stated, I am author- 
ized to make known to you, and had intended to exhibit to you) 
show that no ground exists, either for the supposition you have made, 
that the object for which I have been sent here is, to “petition” the 
enemy to “concede ap armistice,” or for the apprehension which 
ou express, that the communication from the Secretary of State of 
the United States of America, to the Mexican minister of foreign re- 
lations, may be of a nature to “commit the honor of ” the government 
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of our country ; although this patriotic solicitude, most assuredly 
cannot fail to be duly appreciated by that country, and most es- 
pecially by all sticklers for military subordination within the army, 
and for the strict enforcement of the respect due from the military 
to the civil authority.. Equally groundless will be found to be the 
supposition that ‘‘the chief clerk of the Department of State" can 
have been taken from his desk, and sent to the seat of war in the 
heart, of the enemy’s country, **clothed with military rank over? the 
senior officer of the army of the United States! "The propriety of 
its finding a place in the reply of that senior officer to the com- 
munication which, in the discharge of the duties confided to me, I 
found it necessary to address to him, is a point which does not call 
for remark from me. The merits of this jeu d'esprit, as a specimen 
of delicate and refined irony, so peculiarly appropriate, too, in the 
reply to a letter so offensive as mine, I willingly leave to the good 
taste and good feeling of our countrymen. "They will not fail to 
do justice to it also, as a model of the respect due by all public 
servants to the office and the authority of the President of the Uni- 
ted States. | P | | 
The communication from the Secretary of State to tbe Mexican 
minister, in dide to which you express surprise, (or perhaps in- 
dignation may be the meaning of your note of exclamation,) that 
it should have been enclosed to you for transmission “ sealed,“ was 
so sealed because it was deemed proper that it should bear the seal . 
of the Department of State of the United States; and in this there 
is no departure from the established practice in similar cases. It 
was intended, however, that you should be made acquainted with 
its contents, as well as with everf; thing else relating to the subject, 
by means of the copy in my possession; and I had supposed that this 
intention was sufficiently expressed in my former letter, though, from 
the haste in which it was written and despatched, (and which did 
not allow me to retain a copy,) it was doubtless yery imperfect in 
more than one particular. But, had no such intimation been given, 
and had no such intention existed, the doctrine which should deny 
to the government of the United States the right to send to its 
agents or officers abroad, civil or military, for transmission to fo- 
reign governments, any communications which it might be deemed 
necessary to make, and in such state, sealed or unsealed, as it 
might be deemed appropriate to the occasion, such a doctrine could, 
so far as my very limited knowledge extends, be a most extraordi- 
nary innovation in the conduct of. public affairs. Nothing is more 
common than to send naval commanders, of any and every rank, to 
sea with“ sealed orders;? which, although addressed to themselves, 
and relating to public interests entrusted exclusively to them, they 
are required not to open for weeks or months thereafter; or not at 
all, except upon the occurrence of a certain contingency. And if 
this be considered as not affecting. their honor, iud as not giving 
them the right to take their government to task, either by the de- 
vice of notes of exclamation or by less condensed modes of ex- 
pression, it strikes my poor judgment as following, a fortiori, that 
no such right can arise from the transmission, through them, of a 
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sealed note to a foreign government, upon matters totally distinct 
from their own professional duties 

The haste in which the communications for the Mexican minister 
of foreign relations was despatched to you, arose from the utter 
uncertainty in which I found myself, whether the state of things - 
then existing in the interior might not be such as to present a crj- 
sis, rendering it of the highest importance to our country, and to 
Mexico likewise, that the moment should be seized for the delivery . 
of, that communication. It was the President's intention, via 
left Washington, that it should be delivered immediately upon my . 
arriyal in this country, and that it should forthwith be placed in the 
hands of the general-in-chief. of our forces for this purpose. By 
transmitting it to you, and making the intention of the President 
known, my duty in regard to it is fulfilled. _ At the same time, had 
I been aware that. the circumstances of the moment were decided- ` 
ly unpropitious for its delivery, I should have deemed it my duty, 
perhaps, ta retain it, or at any rate to recommend, at the moment of 
placing it in your hands, that its transmission should be delayed 
until a favorable change should occur, or at least until further in- 
structions could be receivet. = n uM 

Under this view of: the subject, I do not regret that its transmis- ` 
sion has been delayed until I shall have reached Jalapa; although. 
I cannot, I must confess, assent to the correctness of the ground ` 
upon which your determination thus to delay it is placed. It is 
impossible for me to perceive how it could have been inferred from 
the extreme anxiety evinced by meto transmit that communication 
to you at the earliest possible moment, that it was contemplated by 
the instructions under which I so acted, that you were to retain it 
until my arrival at“ the moveable head-guarters.” 


S00 [Extract] 0 i 
, Mur. Trist to Mr. Buchanan. 
„ ee 
[No: 6] 3 m 3 | 
| er Poesia, June 3, 1847. 
Sine TP iod A d iris vg ES š "NP : ! m 28 i 
* * * * * S ke . 5 % ` "E 
On my arrival here I received a letter from General Scott, to ` 
which I shall make no reply, (as I informed the aid, Lieutenant 
Hamilton, who handed it to me,) and which I will transmit at some ` 
other time. No other “communication has reached me from him; 
and, as was stated at the beginning of this letter, it was through 
accident only that I became informed of the opportunity for writ-*:. 
ing afforded by the train for Jalapa to-morrow morning. 
* * ` o€* c * ' * : * * * 
‘Hon. James BocHANAN, . 
Secretary of State. 
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[Extract.] 


Mr. Trist to Mr. Buchanan. 


[No. 7.] ` 
PuEBLA, June 13, 1847. 


. SIR: 
" * Lë * * * * * * 

It will be perceived that, in my last letter to — , I refer to 
the corroboration afforded by Mr. , to what I had inferred 
from a few Mexico newspapers, in regard to the opportuneness of 
the period when your communication to the minister of foreign re- 
lations reached the hands of General Scott for its delivery to the 
Mexican government. Mr. — stated that the loss of this op- 
portunity was much to be regretted, and he mentioned several facts 
showing how favorable it had been. The most striking of these 
was that Mr. had been applied to, on the part of a high per- 
sonage, (named,) to know if he would write to General S., asking 
whether he would entertain a proposal for the suspension of his 
advance. as a measure preliminary to an offer to enter into negoti- 
ations. The motive, too, was stated; it was, that the troops (doubt- 
less the means also) which it would otherwise be requisite to draw 
from the States, for the defence of the capital, might be kept there 
to give strength to those who would sustain the government in 
such offer. N 

* 


* * * * * ë * 


Hon. James BUCHANAN, 
Secretary of State. 


{ Extract. ] 
Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Trist. 


[No. 2.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, . - 
Washington, June 14, 1847. 


Sun: Your despatch of the 21st ultimo, which you have numbered 
4, was received on the 3d instant. None of a (ater date from you 
has yet come to hand. 

The original letter from General Scott to yourself, dated at 
Jalapa, May 7, 1847, which you have transmitted with your de- 
spatch, is certainly of a most extraordinary character. It was well 
calculated to wound your feelings and exeite your indignation. 
This letter surely never would have been written, had he awaited 
your arrival at his head-quarters and read the instructions and the 
projet of a treaty with Mexico, which you were authorized to com- 
municate to him confidentially. The perusal of these documents 
must have put to flight the unfounded suspicions, in regard to your 
mission, which seem to have pre-occupied his mind and influenced 


his conduct. 
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` You were entrusted with no further agency in regard to my com- 
munication of the 15th April last, addressed to the Mexican minis- 
ter for foreign relations, after it was placed in the hands of General 
Scott. Your whole duty respecting it was then performed. If he 
has either refused or neglected to transmit that important docu- 
ment to the minister to wlom it was directed, and thus violated a 
military order of the President, issued to him through the Depart- 
ment of War, he has incurred a heavy responsibility; but for this 
he is neither answerable to the Department of State nor the com- 
misioner to Mexico. The question belongs exclusively to the 
military branch of the government. 

You might safely have relied upon the government here for the 
vindication of your character and conduct. Indeed General Scott's 
letter to you had upon its face placed him so clearly in the wrong 
that no commentary upon it, however able, which you may have 
written, can have made the case plainer. Some days before the 
arrival of your despatch, the War Department had received a 
despatch from the general, cnclosing a copy of his letter to you; 
and a judicious and appropriate answer, dated on the 31st of May, 
was returned to him by the Secretary of War. 

Whilst our armies are in the country of the enemy, and our min- 
ister of peace is at the head-quarters of the commanding general, 
this is no time for personal altercations between them, if these can 
possibly be avoided. Under such circumstances, the greater the 
sacrifice of private griefs, however well founded, which you may 
make upon the altar of your country, the more will this redound to 
your honor hereafter. You have been despatched to Mexico by 
your government as a minister of peace; and, to accomplish the. 
great object of your mission, a hearty co-operation between the 
general and yourself may be indispensable. Under these consider- 
ations, I am directed by the President, in case amicable relations 
shall not, in the mean time, have been restored, to instruct you tg 
call upon General Scott and offer to communicate to him, confiden- 
tially, the instructions and the projet of a treaty with which you 
have been entrusted, and to report to this department, without 
delay, the circumstances and the result of your interview. 

Governor Marcy has again written to General Scott by the mes- 
senger who will bear you this despatch. i 


ours, very respectfully, 
Ca JAMES BUCHANAN. 
N. P. Trist, Esq., &c., &c., Ee, 


[Extraet.] 


Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Trist. 
[No. 3.] DEPARTMENT or STATE, 
Washington, July 13, 1847. 


Sır: A duplicate of your No. 4, dated 21st of May, 1847, to- 
gether with a copy of the first ten pageg of your letter to General 
2 
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Scott of the 9th of May, and of your letter to him of the 20th of 
May, was received at the department on the 28th ultimo. Your 
No. 6, of the 3d of June, 1847, was also received on the 29th ulti- 
mo; but your No. 5 (if indeed there be such a number) has not yet 
eome to band. It is much to be regretted that you could not have 
found time to prepare and transmit copies of your letters to General 
Scottzof the 9th and 20th of May, with the original of your despatch, 
No. 4. In thai event they would have been received nearly a month 
earlier; and even now we have only a part of your letter to him of 
the 9th of May. General Scott's answer to these letters, dated at 
Pueblo on the 29th of May, has been received at the War Depart- 
ment, from which I have obtained a copy. 

' These documents have produced feelings of deep mortification 
and disappointment in the mind of the President. It is lamentable 
to reflect that the restoration of peace may have been defeated or 
delayed by a violent and embittered personal quarrel between two 
functionaries of the government in the enemy's country, and whilst 
the war is raging. 

You do not seem sufficiently to have reflected that you were en- 
trusted with no power whatever over the disposition of my communi- 
cation of the 15th of April last, to the Mexican minister for foreign 
affairs, except that of a mere bearer of despatches. After it had 
reached the hands of General Scott, your agency in regard to it 
should have terminated, and ought never to have been resumed. 
His refusal or omission to forward that communication to the place 
of its destination, in obedience to the military order of the Presi- 
dent, through the Secretary of War, was a question in no manner 
connected with your mi:sion. It was, therefore, with regret that 
the President discovered from your letter to the general of the 20th 
of May, that you had consented to take back this communication 
from his possession, and to assume a discretion which bad not been 
delegated, in regard to the appropriate time for forwarding it to 
the Mexican minister for foreign affairs. You say to the general 
that, “(so soon as I chall be enabled to ascertain that the condition 
of the government of this country is such as to admit of its delivery, 
it will be again placed in the hands of the general-in-chief of our 
forces for that purpose.” 

You have thus done much to relieve General Scott from the re- 
sponsibility of disobeying the order communicated to him through 
the Secretary of War; and have, in effect, without any authority, 
undertaken to decide that it was not proper, under existing circum- 
stances, to transmit my letter to the Mexican minister for foreign 
affairs. In this decision the President cannot concur. "That letter 
was an answer to the letter of Mr. Monasterio to myself, dated on 
the 22d of February last, and was required, not only by courtesy; 
but the highest public considerations. Its immediate delivery to 
the Mexican minister for foreign affairs could have done no possi- 
ble harm, and might have been productive of much positive good. 
Indeed, had it reached its destination soon after the victory of 
Cerro Gordo, from thestate of public feeling then existing in the city 
of Mexico, it might and probably would bave been productive of the 


- 
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happiest consequences. But, whether or not, the time of its de- 
livery was a question not left to your discretion. 

The greatest pains were taken, in framing your instructions, to 
prevent all possible interference on your part with the appropriate 
military duties of General Scott. It was partly to convince him of 
this fact that you were authorized to exhibit these instructions to 
him, together with the projet of the treaty. Your authority, so far 
as he was concerned, was limitedto the single point of giving him 
notice that the contingency had occurred, to wit, the ratification of 
the treaty by the Mexican government, on the happening of which, 
as provided by the third article, hostilities are required to be sus- 
pended.” The ratification of such a treaty by Mexico, according 
to the spirit of the act of Congress of the 3d of March, 1847, 
«€ making further appropriation to bring the existing war with Mexi- 
co to a speedy and honorable conclusion,“ was to be the signal for 
the termination of hostilities. As the negotiator of the treaty, from 
his position, must necessarily be first informed of this event, he was 
required “ without delay to communicate the fact to the comman- 
ders of our land and naval forces respectively.? All the rest was 
left to the instructions issued by the Secretaries of War and of the 
Navy to our military and naval commanders. Up to this last mo- 
ment your duties were wholly unconnected with General Scott, and 
then they were limited to a mere official communication, that the 
Mexican government had concluded and ratified a treaty of peace 
with the United States. 7 

Under these circumstances, it was with deep regret that the Pre- 
sident learned, from your letter to the general of the 20th of May, 
that you had undertaken; in his name, to become the medium of 
giving to that officer an order in advance, to be executed when you 
should think proper again to deliver into his hands my communica- 
tion to the Mexican minister for foreign affairs; and, to en force 
obedience to this order, you declare that, for this special purpose, 
you stand in precisely the same relation to the President that one 
of his aids-de-camp bears to himself, when entrusted with a verbal 
order from him to his subordinate officer. 

It is a most disagreeable task thus to criticise your conduct. Ge- 
neral Scott, by his letter to you of the 7th of May last, had placed 
himself clearly in the wrong. Whether any pretext existed for 
writing such a letter—justification he could have had none—can only 
appear from your letter to him of the 6th of May, to which his was 
a response. It is therefore much to be regretted that you have kept 
no copy of this letter, which has now become soimportant, and the 
general has not furnished the War Department with a copy. 

I purposely forbear to express any opinion of your reply to Gen. 
Scott of the 9th of May, until I shall have an entire copy of it be- 
fore me; ard his rejoinder to you of the 29th of May, I leave in 
the hands of the Secretary of War, to whom he is directly respon- 
sible. 

Your mission was a mere precautionary measure. In the then ex- 
isting relations between the two countries the President could not 
have appointed public cemmissisoners to treat with Mexico, because 
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it was morally certain they would not be received. At the same 
time it was foreseen that in the progress of our arms a favorable 
juncture might occur for the conclusion of a treaty, which, if not 
seized at the moment, might not again speedily return. The Pre- 
sident would have been inexcusable had he not provided for such 
a contingency. For this purpose you were employed as a confiden- 
tial agent, to proceed to the head-quarters of the army with the 
projet of a treaty already prepared; and in case the Mexican govern- 
ment should refuse to conclude this treaty, you were authorized to 
make the necessary preliminary arrangements for the meeting of 
commissioners. It was - almost essential to the success of your mis- 
sion, that you should cultivate a good understanding with the com- 
mander-in-chief of the army. It was, therefore, unfortunate that 
you had not in person delivered to him the despatches with which 
you were entrusted, and at the same time made him fully acquainted 
with the character and objects of your mission, as well as with the 
nature of my communication to the Mexican minister of foreign af- 
fairs. For these reasons, therefore, although the letter of General 
Scott was well calculated to irritate your feelings and excite your 
indignation, you would have best performed your duty to your 
country had you stifled your resentment, and entrusted your vindi- 
cation to the Secretary of War, acting under the order of the Pre- 
sident. Indeed, for this purpose the letter required no studied 
reply. Itis on its face the production of unfounded jealousy, 
which the author's own sober reflection, if left to itself, would most 
probably have corrected. | 

The President trusts that ere this, in obedience to my instructions of 
the 14th ultimo, (of which I now transmit you a duplicate,) you have 
called upon General Scott and communicated to him the instructions 
and projet of a treaty with which you have been entrusted, and that 
even if friendly relations have not been restored, neither you nor he 
will suffer your personal feud to defeat or to delay the conclusion 
of a treaty of peace with Mexico. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
JAMES BUCHANAN. 
N. P. Trist, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 


[Extract] 
Mr. Trist to Mr. Buchanan. 


[No. 9.] | 
| PvorsLA, July 23, 1847. 
SIR: * * * * * * * * 
In my No. 8,* under date the 7th inst., I transmitted a copy of 
a letter addressed by me to General Scott, under date 25th June, 


* This despatch bas never been received at the Department of Stato. 
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and his reply to the same. This constituted the commencement of 
our official intercourse with reference to the duties with which I’ 
am charged. Justice—to say nothing of my own feelings towards 
a gentleman and a public servant, whose character I now believe 
that I had entirely misconceived—demands that I should embrace 
this early opportunity to say, that his whole conduct, in this regard, 
has been characterized by the purest public spirit, and a fidelity 
and devotion which could not be surpassed, to the views of the 
government, in E to the restoration of peace. This spirit on 
his part, as will clearly appear when the details are communicated, 
has manifested itself, not in a passive way merely, (as might be 
supposed from the nature of our relative positions and duties,) but 
in a disposition to assume responsibility, and responsibility of the 
gravest kind, in utter disregard of consequences to himself. And 
this disposition, or rather, this readiness and fixed determi- 
nation, on his part, although the occasion which has called it forth 
did not relate to the discharge of his military duties, strictly 
speaking, has not required any appeal from me to elicit it; but has 
manifested itself in the most spontaneous and patriotic manner. 
Under these circumstances, it could not but be a cause of the most 
serious regret on my part, if the correspondence between us, that 
took place shortly after my arrival in this country, should in any way 
be brought to the notice of the public; and consequently, if, in your 
judgment consistent with propriety, it would be highly gratifying 
to me to be permitted to withdraw it from the files of the depart- 
ment. | 3 | 
. lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, t. eon 
pou pete un N. P. TRIST. 
Hon. James BUCHANAN, 
Secretary of State. 
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REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, March 16, 1818. 


Sin: In pursuance of your directions, I have the honor to fur- 
nish, herewith, copies of such papers in this department as are em- 
braced by the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
Ith ultimo, requesting you to communicate to the House “ copies 
of all correspondence between the Secretary of War and Major 
General Scott, and between the Secretary of War and Major 
General Taylor, and between the Major General Scott and N. P. 
Trist, late cómmissioner of the United States to Mexico,” &c., not 
heretofore published. | 

The copies now furnished are intended, and are believed, to em- 
` brace all correspondence not heretofore published, between this de- 
artment and the general officers above named, except such as re- 
mated to matters of detail, returns and condition of the troops, 
 eharges against officers, proceedings of courts martial, and military 
commissions, &c., and a few letters from this department accounted 
for in the memorandum herewith; and also, the correspondence be- 
tween General Scott and Mr. Trist, so far as has been communica- 
ted by the former to this department. . | 

Very respectfuliy, your obedient servant, 
| W. L. MARCY, 

Secretary of War. 
To the PaxsipENT 
of the United States. 
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~ Memorandum of correspondence between the Secretary of War and 
Major General Scott, including that between General Scott and 
Mr. Trist, so far as has been communicated by the former. 


Letter of General Scott, November 19, 1846. 


Secretary of War, November 23, 1846. (Not sent.) 
Secretary of War, November 95, 1846. : 
Secretary of War, December 7, 1846. 

No No. 1, in General Scott's series of letters. 


General Scott, No. 2, December 21,1846. 


Secretary of War, December 14, 1846. 
General Scott, No. 3, December 23, 1846. 
General Scott, No. 4, December 30, 1846. 
General Scott, No. 5, January 12, 1847. 
General Scott, No. 6, January 24, 1817. 
General Scott, No. 7, January 26, 1847. 
General Scott, No. 8, January 98, 1847. i 
Secretary of War, January 4, 1847. . 
Secretary of War, January 15, 1847. 5 
Secretary of War, February 22, 1847. 
General Scott, No. 9, February 4, 1847. 
General Scott, No. 10, February 5, 1847. 
General Scott, No. n, Nie 19, 1847. 
General Scott, No. 12, } February 28, 1847. 
Genera] Scott, No. March 1, 1847. 
Secretary of War, March 13, 1847. 
Secretary of War, March 22, 1847. 
Secretary of War, April 3, 1847, introducing J. B. (Not 
sent. 
— of War, April 3, 1847. (Before published, 
Doc. 1, present session.) 
General Scott, No. 13, March 12, 1847. ) Reports rela- 
General Scott, No. 14, March 14, 1847. tive to the 
General Scott, No. 15, March 17, 1847. siege of Veta 
General Scott, No. 16, March 18, 1847. Cruz. Pub. 
General Scott, No. 17, March 21, 1847. Doe. No. L 
General Scott, No. 18, March 23, 1847. Pet session, 
General Scott, No. 18, March 29, 1847. 80th Cong. 
Secretary of War, April 12, 1847. 
Secretary of War, April 12, 1847. Published, Doe: 1, 
Ist session, 30th Congress. 
General Scott, No. 20, April 5, 1847. 
General Scott, No. 21, April 8, 1847. 
Secretary of War, April 30, 1847. 
General Scott, No. 22, April 11, 1847. 
Reports of the bat- 
General Scott, No. 23, April 19, 1847. } . tle of Cerro Gor- 
General Scott, No. 24, April 23, 1847. | do, Doc. No. 1, 
‘Ast s., 30th Con. 
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Letter of Secretary of War, April 14, 1841. 8 
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Secretary of War, April M, 1847. (2d.) 
Secretary of War, May 10, 1847. Published, Doc. No. 
1, Ist session, 30th Congress. 
Secretary of War, May 14, 1847. 
Secretary of War, May 17, 1847. 
Secretary of War, May 19, 1847. 
General Scott, No. 25, April 28, 1847. 
Secretary of War, May 20, 1847. 
General Scott, No. 26, May 6, 1847. 
General Scott, No. 27, May 7, 1847. 
Secretary, of War, May 31, 1847. 


General Scott, No. 28, May 20, 1847. 


Secretary of War, June 14, 1847. 

Secretary of War, June 15, 1847. Published, Doc. No. 
L present session. | 

Secretary of War, June 15, 1847. 

General Scott, No. 29, June 4, 1847. 

Secretary of War, July 12, 1847. 

Secretary of War, July 19, 1847. ` 

Secretary of War, August 6, 1847. 

Secretary of War, September 1, 1847. 

Secretary of War, September 93, 1847. 

Secretary of War, October 6, 1847. f 

Secretary of War, October 29, 1847. IE 

Secretary of War, October 22, 1847. 

Secretary of War, October 24, 1847. 

Secretary of War, October 26, 1847. 

Secretary of War, November 8, 1847. 

General Scott, No. 80, July 95, 1847. (Received De- 
cember 30, published, Doc. No. L present session.) 
General Scott, No. 32, Aug. 19, 1847. Reports of battles 
General Scott, No. 32, Aug. 28, 1847. | of Mexico, pub- 
General Scott, No. 33, Sep. 11, 1847. | lished, Doc. No. 
General Scott, No. 34, Sep. 18, 1847. ] 1, ist s. 30th C. 


Correspondence between General Scott and General Pillow, Octo- 


Lettet of Secretary of War, November 19, 1847. 


ee 


ber, 1847. 
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General Scott, No. 35, October 27, 1847. 


Papers transmitted by Major General Scott, October 27, 1847. 
- of General Scott, No. 36, November 27, 1847. e 


be 
ce 


e 
d 


General Scott, No. 37, December 4, 1847. 

Secretary of War, December 14, 1847. 

Secretary of War, January 5, 1848, introduces Mr. H. 
(Omitted.) 

General Scott, No. 38, December 13, 1847. 

General Scott, No. 39, December 14, 1847. 

Secretary of War, January 13, 1848. 

Secretary of War, January 13, 1848. (2d.) 

Secretary of War, January 19, 1848. 

General Scott, No. 40, December 17, 1847. 
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Letter of General Scott, No. 41, December 25, 1847. 
SÉ Secretary of War to General Scott, inclosing a letter of 


General Jesup, March 11,.1848. 
Ve General Scott, No. 42, January 6, 1848. 
de General Scott, No. 43, January 13, 1848. 
Papers transmitted, January 14, 1848. 
Letter of General Scott, No. 44, February 2, 1848. 
E General Scott, February 6 1848. 
à General Scott, No. 45, February 9, 1848. 


Papers, omitted in the despatches heretofore sent, communicated to 


Congress. 


A. J. P. De Mora to General Santa Anna, April 13, 1847. 
B. Lieut. Col. E. A. Hitchcock to Major General Scott, April 24, 


1847. 
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HEApD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, November 19, 1846. 


Sin: I have the honor to request that a treasury draft for fifty, 
forty, or thirty thousand dollars may be passed in my favor, on ac- 
count of army contingencies in the prosecution of the war against 
Mexico. . 

Army contingences? may not be the proper head under which 
this sum should be charged to me. The money is wanted for pur- 
chasing intelligence respecting the enemy’s numbers, positions, 
movements, and designs, or as secret service money. 

Quartermasters, from whom to draw money for such purposes, 
may, frequently, not be at hand, and it often happens that they, and 
other disbursing officers about head-quarters, may be momentarily 
out of cash, even for ordinary payments. A smal] sum, therefore, 
in the hands of the commander of the army, to be turned over, on 
the proper receipts, to disbursing officers of the different depart- 
ments, 1s of frequent necessity in the field. l 

To meet all the purposes indicated, I should ask for a larger 
amount, but that I am reluctant to take the trouble and responsi- 
bility of a sum of more than fifty thousand dollars at once. Thir- 
ty thousand is the minimum sum—the amount deemed absolutely 
necessary. | 

I make the requisition now, as it may take several days to 
pue the draught through the forms of the treasury, and I hope to 
eave Washington Saturday evening, or, at the latest, Monday 
morning next. 

It would be better to make the draught payable at New York, 
as I can ship the specie, with myself, from that place, say on the 
25th instant. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Hon. W. L. Marcy, ` 
Secretary of War. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, November 23, 1846. 


Sır: The President, several days since, communicated in person 
to you his orders to repair to Mexico, to take command of the 
forces there assembled; and particularly to organize and set on foot, 
an expedition to operate on the gulf coast, if, on arriving at the 
theatre of action, you shall deem it to be practicable. i is not 
proposed to controly our operations by definite and positive instruc- 
tions, but you are left to prosecute them as your judgment, un- 
der a full view of all the circumstances, shall dictate. The work 
is before you, and the means provided, or to be provided, for ac- 
complishing it are committed to you, in the full confidence that 
you will use them to the best advantage. 

The objects which it is desirable to obtain have been indicated, . 
Hs it 18 hoped that you will have the requisite force to accomplish 
them. 
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Of this you must be the judge, when preparations are made and 
the time for action has arrived. 
Viry respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Major Gen. WinrizLp Scorr. 


. War DEPARTMENT, JVovember 25, 1847. 


Sır: À letter, of which the enclosed is a copy, was sent to Com- 
modore Conner, commander of the United States squadron off Vera 
Cruz, and by him has *een transmitted to the Secretary of the 
Navy, with the remark that it is from a reliable source, and is cor- 
roborated by similar information obtained through other channels. 

It is deemed important that you should be in possession of the 
statements contained in that paper, to the end that means may be 
taken to ascertain whether they are well founded; and, if there be 
any reason to believe them true, that you may act with reference to 
the movements of the enemy therein indicated. 

A copy of the enclosed paper has been sent to Major General 
NO and to General Patterson. ! 

ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| W. L. MARCY, 
." Secretary of War. 

Major General Winyigap Scorr. ; 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 7, 1846. 


SIR: I sent you, direeted to New York, a copy of a letter with- 
out the name of the writer to it, furnished by Commodore Conner, 
indicating what was supposed to be the plan of operations of Santa 
Anna. 1 now send you the copy of a letter from Commodore Con- 
ner, written as long ago as the 30th of September, but just received 
by the Secretary of the Navy, accompanied by an extract from a 
letter of Mr. Black, our consul at the city of Mexico, to the 
commodore. I have no doubt that the Mexican policy is to carry on 
a guerrilla war, and avoid a regular battle whenever it can be done, 
Should they get some trifling successes in this way, they will be 
mightily magnified and the Mexican people encouraged. I do not 
doubt that a proper degree of caution will be observed to disap- 
point their expectations. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

e TS W. L. MARCY, 
| Secretary of War. 
Major General Scorr, | 
JVew Orleans. 
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HEA D- ART ERS OF THE ÁRMY, 
New Orleans, December 21, 1846. 


SIR: Opposed by head winds, (northers in the Gulf of Mexico,) I 
reached this place at the end of nineteen, instead of twelve days. 

I found here your communications of November the 23d and De- 
cember the 7th. I have also seen your letter (in the hands of 
Lieutenant Colonel Hunt) to the quartermaster general, dated 
the 11th. | 

By the latter paper I perceive that the vessels freighted with 
ordnance and ordnance stores are to rendezvous at Pensacola, there 
to await my orders, instead of lying out ån indefinite time off the 
Brassos. This is an excellent arrangement; but as I fear the new 
regiments of volunteers will most, if not all of them, be quite back- 
ward in their organization and embarkation, they will have no time 
for tactical instruction at Pensacola, or any where else, before a 
descent on the coast of Mexico, in front of the enemy. I beg, 
therefore, you will cause the chiefs of the staff about you to make 
the necessary calculations, and to push forward the new volunteers 
to the Brassos, so that as many of the foot regiments as possible 
may be off that point by the middle of the next month. Instruc- 
tions to the same effect will be left here, with Brevet Brigadier 
General Brooke, in respect to the four regiments which will pass 
out by the Mississippi. Such of the same corps as may arrive off 
the Brassos, after my departure thence down the Mexican coast, will 
find instructions to follow me. | 

There is nothing late of striking interest from the army in 
Mexico, other than the death of Brigadier General Hamer, of the 
volunteers. This melancholy event is not known officially, but it 
is universally credited. š | 

At the latest date, Major General Taylor was supposed about to 
make a movement, with a part of his army, upon Victoria, via 
Linares. Surplus troops at, or within easy reach of, Tampico, will 
not be out of position for operations farther down the coast. " 

I enclose a copy of my letter of yesterday to that commander. 
By instructions to the bearer, (Captain Montgomery,) I have made 
it almost impossible that it should fall into the hands of the enemy. 
_I doubt whether my arrangements here with Brigadier General 
Brooke and the staff will be completed in time for me to embark in 
the Alabama, to-morrow. That steam-ship takes out many com- 
panies of the rifles. "The Massachusetts and other steamers will be 
at hand, freighted, to accommodate me a day or two later. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, your most 


obedient servant, 
| WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Hon. W. L. Mancv, 


Secretary of War. 
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[No. 1.] HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
New Orleans, December 20, 1846. 


Sır: I enclose, herewith, a copy of £ semi-official letter which I 
addressed to you from New York, the 25th ultimo. 

À tedious passage only brought me to this place yesterday, and I 
now write by a safe conveyance, Captain Montgomery, who sails in 
an hour or two. I shall follow, the day after to-morrow, in the 
steam-ship Alabama. 

The particular expedition I am to conduct is destined against 
V era Cruz, and through it, the castle of San Juan de Ulloa, so as 
to open, if we are successful, a new and shorter line of operations 
upon the capital of Mexico. 

The first great difficulty is to get together, in time, and afloat, off 
the Brassos, a sufficient force to give us a reasonable prospect of 
success, before the usual period, say the end of March, for the re- 
turn of the black vomit on the coast of Mexico. 

I have supposed that 15,000 land troops, including five of regu- 
lars, and the co-operation of the blockading squadron, desirable, if 
not absolutely necessary; but am now inclined to move forward to 
the attack, should I be able to assemble the 5,000 regulars, and, 
say three of volunteers. 

Of the new regiments of volunteers called for from States this 
side of Texas, I can hardly hope that more than four will reach the 
Brassos before the 15th of the next month, the day I have appointed 
for that general rendezvous; and I have supposed that the descent 
ought to be made, in sight of Vera Cruz, at an early day in Febru- 
ary. On all those points, and others connected with the invasion 
of Mexico, on this side of the centinent, your advice is invited and 
will be highly acceptable. Perhaps you may be able to meet me 
on the Rio Grande, say at Camargo, or lower down the river; and 
I shall send an officer to you, at an early day, who will be able to 
communicate my views to you in greater detail. 

To make up the force for the new expedition, I foresee that I 
shall, as I intimated in my letter, of which I enclose a copy, be 
obliged to reduce you to the defensive, at the moment when it 
would be of the greatest importance to the success of my expedition 
that you should be in strength to mancuvre offensively upon San 
Luis de Potosi, &c. 

It is not known that Brigadier General Wool’s division has yet 
joined you, but it is supposed that he is already on your line of 
operations. 

This letter is written in haste, to enable you to prepare the 
troops to be detached from your 5 command. 

Including the regulars and volunteers at Tampico, or on their 
way thither, I may now say that I shall want from you, say Worth's 
division of regulars, made up to 4,000 men; two field batteries, say 
Duncan’s and Taylor's, and 500 regular cavalry; besides 500 volun- 
teer cavalry, and as many volunteer foot as you can possibly 
spare—leaving you a sufficient force to defend Monterey and main- 
' tain your communications with Camargo, the mouth of the Rio 
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Grande and Point Isabel. The whole of this force will be needed 
at the latter points by the middle of January. 

Until I can communicate with you again, I forbear further de- 
tails, and remain, with the highest respect, your most obedient 


servant 
? WINFIELD SCOTT. 


P. S.—Troops at Tampico will be, perhaps, in a more favorable 
position for embarkation as a part of the Vera Cruz expedition 
than if they were at Point Isabel. I propose to leave but a small 
garrison at Tampico. — 


Major General Z. TAYLOR, 
U. S. A., commanding, &c. &c. &c. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 14, 1846. 


Sin: I send you a copy of a letter written to the Secretary of 
the Navy, describing a plan for debarkation in the vicinity of Vera 
Cruz. l know nothing of the writer, nor can I find any one who 
does; yet'it is quite evident he has some personal knowledge of the 
localities. I have thought it proper that you should possess a 
copy of it. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Major General Scorr, New Orleans. x 


No. 3. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
New Orleans, December 23, 1846. 


Sin: The steamer Alabama has been detained a day, greatly to 
my regret, in receiving freight and five companies of rifles; but I 
am in the act of embarking. 

I have just had the honor to receive your letter of the 14th 
instant. f 

Enclosed herewith are copies of two letters, one to Brigadier. 
General Brooke, and the other to Commodore Connor. 

Please observe the suggestion respecting the rendezvous between 
the Island Lobos and the main, some sixty miles beyond Tampico; 
and if the information of the Navy Department should confirm that 
I have just received here, I beg that the ships with troops and sup- 
plies, destined against Vera Cruz, yet to sail from Atlantic ports, 
may be directed from Washington to rendezvous in that harbor, 
rather than at Pensacola, or off the Brassos or Tampico. Volunteer 
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regiments which are not likely to be in time for the descent I am 
to make near Vera Cruz, may be excepted. The rearmost of these 
may be ordered to the Brassos. 

In haste, I have the honor to be, with high respect, your obe- 
dient servant, : 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Hon. Ws. L. Marcy, i 
Secretary of War. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
JVew Orleans, December 23, 1846. 


Sim: Your position here, as the commander of the western divi- 
sion,is a most important one, in respect to the war against Mexico, 
and I know that you will continue to fill it with your accustomed 
zeal, energy and judgment. 

The object of this letter is to throw together certain memoranda 
which demand special attention. 

Four regiments of new volunteers are to pass out of this river, 
and much materiel, for the theatre of hostilities, and many ships 
with ordnance and ordnance: stores, perhaps also with troops, 
intended for the same destination, may rendezvous, in ten, fifteen, 
or twenty days, at Pensacola. Asethey may arrive, I wish the 
whole (troops and supplies) to be despatched for the Brassos San 
Iago, subject to my further orders; but the volunteers, ordnance 
and ordnance stores, need not arrive at that point earlier than the 
12th or 15th of the next month. The larger part of the former, 
will, I fear, not reach this place, or Pensacola, till a later day. 
Such you will order to follow and report to me, as fast as they may 
come within your command. 

Each transport should have on board subsistence for its troops to 
last (say) three months. 

Boats for embarkation and debarkation, now under construction, 
on the Atlantic coast, will come out with the troops expected from 
that direction. 

The current supplies for the army already in Mexico are not al- 
luded to above. Those will go forward as heretofore, subject to 
the changes of positions and numbers, and must always be kept in 
advance of the wants of the service. Every confidence is reposed 
in your able assistants, the cbiefs of the staff here, Lieutenant Col- 
onel Hunt and Captain Grayson. Any company of regulars or de- 
tachment of recruits which may pass this way will also be pushed 
forward. All not under special instructions for particular regi- 
ments will receive orders from me, off the Brassos, whether I may 
be personally there or not. Besides the rifles, but*few troops will 
be leaded there. 

Captain Dimond, a commissary, attached to the volunteers, may 
be soon expected here from a confidential mission. Give him or- 
ders to follow me without unnecessary delay. ` 

It is quite probable that you will receive early instructions from 
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me to give to troops and supplies which may come within your 
sphere, particularly after a given day, another destination, without 
touching at the Brassos. 

I have made you confidentially acquainted with my views and 
expectations respecting the further prosecution of the war, to serve 
you as a general guide in the support confidently expected from 
you, and the better to enable you to comprehend special instruc- 
tions. You will keep me constantly advised of the movement 
hence of troops and supplies which are to follow me, and take care 
to send all officers in health, and not under special instructions, who 
fall under your notice, to their regiments or to their proper sta- 
tions. Let there be no, idling or lingering, on their part, in this 
quarter. 

Take particular care, through the quartermaster’s department, to 
forward rapidly all letters and packages to or from my head- 
quarters. | ; 

I have just received information of a harbor, said to be a good 
one, between the Island of Lobos and the main, some sixty miles 
beyond Tampico. I shall probably desire you, in a few days, to 
direct many of the ships with troops and supplies to rendezvous, 
after perhaps touching for orders, off the Brassos. Get all the in- 
formation you can touching that harbor. 

With great respect, yours truly, 
e WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Brevet Brig. Gen. BROORE¹E, 

U. S. A., Commanding, &c., &c., &c. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARM r, 
JVew Orleans, December 23, 1846. 


Sır: You have, no doubt, been informed by the Navy Depart- 
ment that I am ordered to Mexico, and of the probability of our 
becoming, as soon as practicable, associated in joint operations 
against the enemy. I look forward with great pleasure to that 
movement. I shall do all in my power to render the combined 
service cordial and effective. Of your hearty reciprocation I am 
entirely confident. This is the beginning of a correspondence 
which the objects in view will render frequent on my part, and I 
hope to hear often from you in replv, and on all matters interest- 
me the common service. 

ou are aware of the point near which our more intimate asso- 
ciation will take place. I hope to be ready for the descent at a 
very early day in the month after the next. Every effort will be 
made to get afloat off the Brassos San Iago, and off Tampico, in 
time, the necesSary number of troops. I have estimated twelve or 
fifteen thousand, besides the numbers you may be able to supply 
from the blockading squadron, to be highly desirable; but you may 
expect me, if I can get afloat, in time to meet you early in Febru- 
ary, ten, eight, or even five thousand men. The land force is ex- 
pected from the Atlantic coast, the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, all 
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new volunteers, to be added to regulars and volunteers to be with- 
drawn from Major General Taylor. I have app inted the 15th of 
the next month for the assemblage of all int: nded for the particu- 
lar expedition I am to conduct, off the two points mentioned above; 
but do not hope that more than three regiments of the new volun- 
teers will be up so early. I shall, therefore, have to draw more 
largely upon the forces already on and beyond the Rio Grande. I 
am aware of the usual return of the black vomit, early in April, at 
the proposed point of our joint operations, and hence shall not be 
able to wait for the largest number of Ia: d troops I deem desira- 
ble. This number will greatly depend on the force we may expect 
to oppose our descent from the open sea. I mean a Mexican army 
in the field; not the garrisons and guns of any city or fort. Of the 
probability of our meeting such army, and of its numbers, I rely 
greatly on information you may be able to impart, and on agents 
which I have employed or am about to employ, in all, five or six. 
Those agents, as they may be able to get out of the enemy’s coun- 
try, are, or will be, instructed to report in writing or in person to 
you, or to some superior officer of your squadron, relying on your 
kindness to transmit the information rapidly to me, and beg to sug- 

gest that instructions may be given to board all neutral xdi 
coming out of the enemy’s ports, after (say) about the 10th of the 
next month, in order to receive such agents or their written re- 

orts. Otherwise they may be compelled to return, or to report 
from the Havana. I Lope in time to be able to give you their 
names, and shall be happy to receive your advice and suggestions 
on this delicate branch of the service, and all others. 

I embark to-day for the Brassos, and hence write in haste. 
Thence I may go up to Camargo for a few days,but wherever I may 
be, your despatches will follow me rapidly. Perhaps you may ap- 
propriate some steamer to our frequent correspondence. What my 
means of that sort may be at the Brassos, I cannot yet precisely 
know. Occasionally I may find a steamer for the purpose, at least 
as far as your ues ñ off Tampico. 

. Upon information just obtained, I think it quite probable that I 
may appoint the roadstead Between the Island of Lobos and the 
main, some fifty or sixty miles beyond Tampico, as a general ren- 
dezvous for the transports and other vessels with troops and sup- 
plies destined for the expedition in question. If a good harbor, as 
reported, it will serve and mask my views admirably. Please give 
me information on the subject, although I may be compelled to act 
to some extent before I can hear from you. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with the greatest respect, your 


most obedient sc: vant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Commodore D. Vonnor, U. S. Navy, 
Command: z blockading squadron off the coast of Mexico. 


3 


34 Ex. Doc. No. 56. 
No. 4. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ÁRMY, 
Matamoras, December 30, 1846. 


Sır: I came here this morning and found nothing but the same 
contradictory rumors.which prevailed yesterday at the Brassos and 
the mouth of this river. But an officer has just arrived here (for 
additional subsistence) from Major General Patterson, at San Fer- 
nando, who says, positively, that the latter had, on the morning of 
the 27th instant, official despatches from Major General Taylor, 
saying that he was about to return, with a part of his moveable 
column, to Monterey, in order to support Brevet Brigadier Gen- 
eral Worth, understood to be menaced at Saltillo by Santa Ánna 
and a powerful army. 

This information has determined me to 1 up the river to 
Camargo, in order to meet despatches from Major General Taylor; 
and if his outposts should be seriously menaced, to join him rapid- 
ly. Otherwise, I shall, at Camargo, be within easy corresponding 

istance of him in respect to my ulterior destination. 

If the enemy be acting offensively, with a large force, which I 
yet somewhat doubt, we must first repulse and cripple him in time 
to proceed to the new and more distant theatre. 

No boat has come down the river in many days, on account of 
the heavy winds, which make descent and ascent extremely difh- 
cult. Hence, nothing, it is believed, has passed here from Major 
General Taylor's head-quarters of a later date than the 14th in- 
stant. 

The steamer in which I write is ready to depart. 

I have the honor to remain, with high respect, your obedient 
servant, | 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 


I have received no communication from Washington since my 
acknowledgments at New Orleans. 
| W. S. 


Hon. WM. L. Marcy, 
| Secretary of War. 


No. 5. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos San Iago, January 12, 1847. 


Sır: Í had the honor to address you last the 30th ultimo, from 
Matamoras, and indirectly through Colonel Clarke and Brevet Ma- 
jor General Jesup, the 2d instant, while ascending the Rio Grande, 
some fifty miles (by water) below Camargo. 

Going up and returning, I was much delayed by the lowness of 
the water and heavy gales, (northers,) which are again blowing 
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with such violence as to prevent all communication with vessels 
lying off this place and the mouth of the Rio Grande. From those 
causes my despatches, which are to go by sea, have been accumu- 
lating for many days. Please read those which accompany this 
letter. They contain everything of interest, known to me, re- 
specting the army and its prospects in this quarter, as I have no 
intelligence from Major General Taylor, later than his letter to me 
dated the 26th ultimo, and there has not been time to hear from 
Major General Butler in reply to my letters to him of the 3d and 
6th instant. I transmit copies of all those papers, except the let- 
ter through Colonel Clarke and Brevet Major General Jessup, 
which was mainly intended to say that the march and countermarch 
of troops upon Saltillo, about the 17th ultimo, were caused by a 
false alarm. "There has been a subsequent one about the camp of 
Brigadier General Wool, and others will probably occur at the ad- 
vanced posts, notwithstanding the inactivity of the advanced corps 
of the enemy at San Luis de Potosi. Such alarms are very pro- 
voking, and frequently cause the interruption of the wisest concep- 
tions and plans. | 

I hope, in four or five days, to hear that Major General Butler 
is rapidly despatching the troops I have called for from his imme- 
diate command. No report from Major General Taylor can be ex- 
pected in twice that time. 

In a week I shall begin to expect the arrival, off this place, of 
ships with troops and supplies, destined for the expedition against 
Vera Cruz. After replenishing their water tanks, if necessary, 
from the Rio Grande, they will all be ordered to rendezvous behind 
the Island of Lobos, should I not change that purpose on hearing 
from Commodore Conner about that harbor. As yet, I have pot 
had a word from him, nor from Captain Dimond, who came out via 
the Havana. 

I do not, at present, doubt my arrival off Vera Cruz, with a re- 
spectable force, by the 15th, I hope, the 10th of next month. The 
delay will be in getting down, and embarking in this vicinity, the 
troops called for from Saltillo and Monterey, and perhaps in the 
march from Victoria upon Tampico. I think four or five new regi- 
ments of volunteers, together with the ordnance and ordnance 
stores, will be up with me before the end of this month. I shall 
attempt the descent, &c., with even half the numbers I should wish 
to give to any one of my juniors for the same service. 

Should success crown our arms on the coast—and I will not an- 
ticipate anything less—I beg to repeat that a reinforcement of ten 
or twelve thousand regulars (new regiments and recruits for the 
old) will be indispensable, (about April,) to enable me to make a 
consecutive advance on the enemy’s capital. I regret to perceive, 
by the newspapers, that, as late as the 19th ultimo, no bill had 
been reported in Congress to give such reinforcement. Authority 
to raise the new regiments would not fill them or the old in time, 
without a liberal land and money bounty to every recruit. A like 
compensation in land should be pledged to the rank and file already 
in service, on the condition of faithful conduct to the close of the 
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war. Without early legislation to that effect, I see no probability 
of a peace until another Congress shall give the necessary means 
to enable us to dictate one. 

For my early operations on the coast, I find sufficient means of 
land transportation may be spared from this region, and the quar- 
termaster general has my contingent instructions to prepare the 
large additions for my advance on the capital. He is now in New 
Orleans to procure additional water craft (lighters) for this terrible 
coast. Many of the old have been lost, and many more are likely 
to be wrecked. 

I have received from the department, since my last acknowledg- 
ment, nothing but a copy of your memorandum made for the quar- 
termaster general’s office at Washington. A mail from New Or- 
leans is expected on the abatement of this raging norther, by the 
steamer Massachusetts, on her way with supplies to Tampico. By 
her I hope to hear that the volunteers, boats for debarkation, &c., 
&c., are in a state of forwardness; also, that, among the brevets 
which the department considered as due, on account of the capture 
of Monterey, those of Brevet Brigadier General Worth and Colo- 
nel P. F. Smith, have been conferred. The early confirmation of 
the whole number would have a fine effect on the corps, which 
are soon to be led to more difficult assaults. 

I have the honor to remain, with high respect, your obedient 
servant, ; 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 


P.S. Ifnd that I have omitted to acknowledge your communi- 
cation of the láth ultimo, received. as I was in the act of leaving 
New Orleans. 

I trust I may learn, in a few days, that a new assistant adjutant 
general, with the rank of major, has been appointed, as I do not 
expect to take one from either of the three major generals who are 
in Mexico. 


Hon. W. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of War. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
At sea, December 26, 1846. 


Siz: From New Orleans I had the honor to address a letter to 
you, three days since, of which I shall send with this a duplicate, 
via Tampico, by any safe opportunity that may offer at the 
Brassos. 

In that letter, for which I had no certain conveyance, I obscurely 
alluded to the attack we are jointly to conduct against the city 
of Vera Cruz, and through it, if successful, against the castle 
of San Juan de Ulloa. The point of descent will not be determined 
until I shall have looked at the coast, and had the benefit of a full 
conference with you; but I now suppose that the nearer to the city 
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we land will be the better. Your knowledge of the beach (its 


shoals and surf) is, probably, already sufficiently minute. I, how- 


* 


ever; throw out the suggestion that you may, if necessary, make a 
particular study of the subject before my arrival. Every transport 
will bring open boats sufficient to land her troops, and there will 
be others for the field-guns needed at the first moment. Orders for 
the construction of those boats, under the supervision of naval offi- 
cers, were given last month; but I may need important aid from 
your squadron in this particular, as in very many others. 

I still think it probable that I may give orders for the transports, 
as they successively pass the Brassos, to rendezvous under the 
island of Lobos; but will thank you for the earliest information 
and advice on that measure. Perhaps you may deem it necessary 
to send a vessel to make a cursory survey of the harbor. I have 
done all in my power to favor the speculation that my purpose is 
to.attack San Luis de Potosi, from Tampico,, after forming a 
5 with Major General Taylor, and it is important that this 

elief should prevail up to my arrival off Vera Crue. 

I wish I could namea day, certain, for our meeting. The 1st 
of February may be about the time; but, I fear, a little too early. 
I shall certainly be infinitely chagrined if I am not in a condition 
to attempt the descent, with your cooperation, before the 15th of 
that month. Of the new volunteer regiments, I have no encourag- 
ing information as to time, and the troops in Mexico are now 
much dispersed; some at Parras, at Saltillo, Monterey, Tampico, or 
in march for the latter place and Victoria. More than the half of 
the whole, old and new volunteers, as well as regulars, I now sup- 
pose to be indispensable to the success of my expedition; and I 
shall have to make the collection, in great part, from some of the 
most distant points I have. named. The ordnance and ordnance 
stores, and other supplies will, I think, be up in good time. 

The water in the Rio Grande being low, it is now probable that, 
to facilitate the correspondence with Major General Taylor and 
the assemblage of the troops to be drawn from him, I shall not be 
able to ascend that river higher than Matamoras; but I may find 
time, possibly, to run down to Tampico in a steamer, even with 


the chance of being obliged to return to the Brassos. 


I have no recent official intelligence from the army, or the 
enemy, in Mexico. Perhaps the rumored movement of our troops 
by land, from Monterey, or Victoria, and from the lower part of 
the Rio Grande, on Tampico, may not delay, but rather quicken 
the new expedition, as Tampico may be a better point of embarka- 
tion than the Brassos. I have much to learn on these points after 
landing, (say) to-morrow. 

If not otherwise advised by you, in time, I shall order all the 
transports, after passing Lobos, to rendezvous under the shelter of 
the Sacrificios. 

I have the honor to remain, with great respect, your most obe- 


dient servant, WINFIELD SCOTT 


Commodore D. Conner, U. S. Navy. 
Commanding blockading squadron off Vera Cruz. 
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HEAD-QUARTERS AT MONTEMORELOS, 
JVew Leon, December 26, 1846. 


GENERAL: Your note of the 25th, from the city, of New York, 
was received on the 24th, on my route to this place. I avail my- 
self of the departure of Colonel Croghan, for Monterey and Ca- 
margo, to acknowledge its receipt, and say a few words about the 
movements in this quarter. 

You will, doubtless, have learned before this can reach you, that 
I had advanced to this point on the 17th instant, on my way to 
Victoria, when I was suddenly called back to Monterey by news 
from the front. On my way to Saltillo, I learned that the cause of 
anxiety about the safety of that place had been removed by the 
drawing in of Wool's column, and the arrival of reinforcements from 
below; and after making all necessary arrangements for the ser- 
vice in that quarter, I resumed my march with General T viggs's 
division on the 23d. To-day I halt here, and to-morrow move for- 
ward to Victoria, where I shall effect a junction with Quitman’s 
brigade, and with General Patterson’s command from Matamoras. 

t Tula, say 100 miles from Victoria, in the direction of San 
Luis, the enemy has a corps of observation, under Generals Va- 
lencia and Urrea, which we learn has lately been reinforced. I 
am, on this account, anxious to visit Victoria and examine the pass 
which leads thence through the mountains. 

When my presence shall be no longer required at Victoria, I 
propose, unless otherwise instructed, to return to Monterey, which 
may be early in February. At all times and places I shall be 
happy to receive your orders, and to hold myself and troops at 
your disposition. i 

I remain, general, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

| Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. Army, commanding. 


Maj. Gen. WisriELp Scorr, š 
Commanding in chief U. S. Army. 


À true copy, received at Camargo, January 3d, 1847. 
| H. L. SCOTT, 
A. D. C., and A. A. A. General. 


Heap-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Camargo, January 3, 1847. 


SIR: I received here, soon after my arrival to-day, your letter 
of the 26th ultimo, acknowledging mine to you of November 25th. 
I am sorry that mine of the 20th ultimo had not been received 
by you, as it would, I think, have brought you back to Monterey. 
Ás it is, I am much embarrassed by your great distance from me. 
That circumstance, and extreme pressure of time, has thrown me. 
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upon the necessity of giving direct instructions, of a very impor- 
tant character, to your next in command. Please see herewith a 
copy of my letter to Major General Butler, of this date. Should 
you be back at Monterey in time; you will consider it addressed to 
yourself. A part of it I beg you to carry into execution, at Vic- 
toria, or wherever else you may be; I allude to the concentration, 
at Tampico, of the troops which marched with Major General Pat- 
terson from Matamoras, those under Brigadier General Quitman 
from Monterey, as well as Brigadier General Twigg’s brigade, 
which marched with you—all, as I understand, upon Victoria. 
Should you deem a garrison at the latter place indispensable, you 
will please leave one, and also reserve a sufficient escort for your 
return to Monterey, or other point,in this direction. I will, on 
my arrival there, 1 the strength of the garrison to be left 
at Tampico; but shall be glad to receive your suggestious on this 
point, as well as all others. 

My letter to Major General Butler, herewith, is so full that I 
have but little to add, even if time permitted. You will consider 
yourself as continued in the command you have so long and so hon- 
orably held. I shall not, beyond the necessities of the service, in- 
terfere with you. Your reports will be addressed to me at the 
Brassos or Tampico, until I shall be farther down the coast of 
Mexico; I mean special, not ordinary reports. They will, when 
necessary, be forwarded by me to Washington. After I may be 
supposed south of Tampico, you will resume your general corres- 
pondence with the adjutant general of the army at the seat of gov- 
ernment, and report to me specially such matters as may be of 
common interest to our two lines of operations, and I shall recipro- 
cate. Our correspondence with each other ought, however, to be 
full, and as rapid as circumstances may permit. 

Should I succeed in taking Vera Cruz, and through it its castle, 
the new line of operations upon the capitol of Mexico will be 
opened. By that time, say towards April, we may both I hope be 
sufficiently reinforced to advance, equally, and to meet somewhere 
near that goal; which junction, I think, cannot fail to enable us 
to dictate an armistice that will insure a satisfactory treaty of 
peace. | | 

While engaged in attacking the harbor of Vera Cruz, I regret, 
no less on your account than my own, that you will not be in 
strength to manceuvre offensively upon San Luis de Potosi, and 
points beyond. It would greatly favor my enterprize, and your own 
inclinations; but I cannot, on account of the near approach of the 
vomito, wait for the new troops (regulars I hope) which Congress 
may give us. Hence, I am compelled, by diminishing your forces, 
to reduce you for a time to the strict defensive. As I have here- 
tofore said, you can afford, and the common service requires it. 

If the troops arrive in time—and I will not anticipate a failure— 
I shall leave the Brassos about the beginning of the next month, 
and Tampico for Vera Cruz, some five days later. All the vessels 
with troops, ordnance and ordn nce stores and other supplies, as 
they arrive off or depart from the Brassos and Tampico, will be or- 
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dered to the general rendezvous behind the islands of Blanquilla 
and Lobos, some fifty miles beyond Tampico—said tó be an excel- 
lent harbor. There I shall join them. 

I believe my arrangements of every sort to be complete; except 
that everything depends on my drawing from your command about 
5,000 regulars, and thousand volunteers. With those forces, 
and adding three or five regiments of new volunteers,(foot,) Provi- 
dence may defeat me, but I do not believe the Mexicans can. 

. With the greatest respect, I remain, truly yours, 
x |» WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Major General Z. TAYLOR, 

U. S. Army, commanding, &c., &c., &c. 


Official. | | 
š H. L. SCOTT, Aid-de-camp, $c. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, MATAMORAS, 
° December 27, 1846. 


Six: I am informed, through a source entitled to consideration, 
that a force of Mexican cavalry, about two thousand, headed by 
General Urrea, has assembled at Lanares, and some two thousand 
infantry, which is to be reinforced soon by a like number, under 
General Canalesio; that the design is to attack Matamoras within 
six or fifteen days. "The informant also states that Canales is at De 
Los Posos, (a rancho,) on the road from Monterey towards Rey- 
nosa; about 25 or 30 leagues from the latter place, and that he 
seen men going to join Canales. He declares, with apparent sin- 
cerity, that he believes the other facts, to be as true as if he had 
been eye-witness of them himself. 

It seems to me that no time ought to be lost in re-occupying 
Reynosa, and reinforcing this position; especially if it be true, as 
SE believed, that General Taylor has turned back, towards 

onterey and Saltillo, from his expedition to Victoria. 

I shall transmit copies of this letter to General Scott, who is 
understood to be at Brassos, and to General Taylor. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, youg obedient servant, 

| mE N. S. CLARKE, 
Colonel, 6th infantry, commanding. 
Major Geoncx A. McCarr, 
Assistant Adjutant General, 
Head-quarters of Major General Patterson. 
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( Confidential.] 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Camargo, January 3, 1847. 


Sır: We are in sight of the above place, and I begin this com- 
munication to save time. 

Ascending the Rio Grande, I have learned that Major General 
Taylor has, a second time, marched for Victoria from Monterey. It 
is po that he is now near that place. 

The copy of my letter to him, of the 20th ultimo, herewith en- 
closed, will explain to you my mission, and the necessity I am un- 
der of giving to you, direct, the instructions you will find below. 

That letter, I learn here, has been criminally delayed by the 
officer to whom I entrusted it at New Orleans, and hence may not 
reach its address this side of Victoria. A previous letter of mine, 
to the same commander, dated November 25, a copy of which I 
also enclose, has, as I have learned, had even a more tedious trans- 
mission. After a detention of some days at New Orleans, it was 
twelve more (on board a steamer) in getting to the Brassos, and only 
passed Matamoras the 19th or 20th ultimo. Hence, I may find no 
communication from Major General Taylor at Camargo, and hence, 
probably, his present absence from Monterey. 

I give these details as an indirect apology to him for my neces- 
sary interference with his general command, which, otherwise, 
would only be done through him. The apology will, on the first 
occasion, be made to him direct. 

To capture the city of Vera Cruz, and, through it, the castle of 
San Juan de Ulloa, I deem it indispensable, in order to anticipate 
the usual return of the black vomit, in March or April, that the 
whole expedition that I am to conduct should be afloat off the 
Brassos and off Tampico in the first week of the next month. Some 
three or five of the new regiments of volunteers (not the Texan 
regiment of horse) wi]l, probably, be up'at the former point, in 
time to be included; but my principal force must be drawn from 
the troops now under Major General Taylor. "Those already at 
Tampico, and the greater part assembled at Victoria, may be em- 
barked at Tampico, leaving a small garrison at Tampico and an es- 
cort to Major General Taylor; and I shall send instructions for 
the movement from Victoria upon Tampico. The remaining num- 
bers, needed from the same command, will move to the mouth of 
the Rio Grande, or Point Isabel, in order to embark. off the Brassos. 
Tampico I suppose to bethe better point for embarkations; but the 
Brassos may be the sooner reached, and time is an element in the 
expedition, as important, perhaps, as the number of the troops to 
be employed. | 

Of the number of troops at Tampico, and assembled at or in 
march for Victoria—regulars and volunteers—I can form uu Ce 
very imperfect estimate, having seen no returns of a late date. My 
information as to the forces at Saltillo, Monterey, &c., &c., 1s not 
much better. I estimate, however, the whole force now under Ma- 
jor General Taylor's orders to be about 17,000; seven of regulars, 
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and ten of volunteers. Two thousand regulars, and five of volun- 
teers, I suppose—the whole standing on the defensive—to be neces- 
sary to hold Monterey, Seralvo, Camargo, Reynosa, Matamoras, 
Point Isabel, the Brassos, the mouth of t.e Rio Grande and Tam- 
pico. I do not enumerate Saltillo and Victoria, because I suppose 
they may be abandoned or held, without hurting or improving the 
line of defence I have indicated. I wish to give no definite opin- 
ion as to either, or as to the other smaller points mentioned above; 
but to leave them open to the consideration of Major General Tay- 
lor, or, in the first instanee (in his absence) to yourself, as you are, 
no doubt, in possession of his more recent views. 

[Here, (Camargo,) a little while after reaching the landing, I re- 
ceived Major General Taylor's letter of the 26th ult., acknowledging 
mine of November 25. As he says he intends to proceed to Victo- 
ria—the point in the whole theatre of his operations the most inac- 
cessible to me, both from this place and Matamoras—I shall pro- 
ceed with my instructions to you, taking care to send him a copy, 
with such additions as I may deem necessary. | | 

You will, therefore, without waiting to hear from Major General 
Taylor, and without the least unnecessary delay—in order that they 
may be in time, as,above— put in movement, for the mouth of 
the Rio Grande, the following troops: 

About five hundred regular cavalry, of the 1st and 2d regiments 
of dragoons, including Lieutenant Kearny’s troop; 

5 five hundred volunteer cavalry; I rely upon you to select 
the best; 

Two field batteries of regular light artillery, (say) Duncan's and 
Taylor's; and f 

Four thousand regulars, on foot, including artillery, acting as 
infantry; the whole under Brevet Brigadier General Worth; about 
this time, no doubt, a Major General by brevet, and assigned to 
duty according to the latter rank. 

In addition, put in movement for the same point of embarkation, 
(the Brassos,) and to be there, as above, 4,000 volunteer infantry. 

Deduct from the above numbers, of regulars and volunteers, as 
follows: e 

The troops at Victoria and at Tampico, less the garrison (say 
500) for the latter place, and the escort that Major General Taylor 
may need back to Monterey; and 

Also, one of the volunteer regiments at Matamoras, I having or- 
dered Colonel Curtis's regiment to remain there, notwithstanding 
the arrival of Colonel Drake's to relieve him. Make no other de- 
ductions, unless pressed by the immediate presence of the enemy 
in great force. 

Some of those deductions I am myself unable to make, from tbe 
want of returns and other information alluded to above. 

Of the volunteers, Major General Patterson, Brigadier Generals 
Pillow and Quitman are at, or in march for, Victoria, which 1 sup- 
pose to be within easy reach of Tampico, in time for my expedition; 
and Brigadier General Shields is at the latter place. "The President 
of the United States may appoint other general officers to the new 
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regiments of volunteers, many of which regiments, I hope, will be 
. up in time. In the latter case, I may take four or five, and leave 
the remainder to join Major General Taylor. Should another major 
general of volunteers be required, I shall be most happy to avail 
myself of your services with me, if Major General Taylor can 
spare you, and he be back at Monterey in time; and, perhaps, if no 
new appointments to the rank be made, I may require another vol- 
unteer brigadier general from your present immediate command. 

I hope to learn, promptly, at the Brassos, whither I shall imme- 
diately go, (stopping one day, perhaps, at Matamoras,) that the ` 
above instructions are in a train of rapid execution. The troops 
should all move with light trains, as they will move upon ample 
supplies. I shall, in the first instance, take from Major General 
Taylor’s theatre of operations but a small part of his means of 
land transportation. 

Relying upon your known energy and good faith, I remain, sir, 
with high respect, your most obedient servant, 

i WINFIELD SCOTT. 


P. S. I expect to be, personally, at Tampico, to superintend that 
part of my expedition that is to embark there, towards the end of 
this month. 

The whole of the eight regiments of new foot volunteers will be 
up with the Brassos, I hope, by that time. Major General Taylor 
may rely upon three, if not four of them, for his immediate com- 
mend, and make your calculations for him, now, accordingly. 

I have supposed, above, that Brigadier General Wool, and Bre- 
vet Brigadier General Worth, with their troops, to be under your 
immediate orders. If not already so, you will assume command 
over them, in order to carry out the above instructions. 

W. S. 


To Major General W. O. Burien, 
U. S. Vols., commanding, Monterey. 


Official: 
H. L. SCOTT, Aid-de- camp; &c. 


 HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ÁRMY, 
Mouth of the Rio Grande, January 8, 1847. 


Sır: I returned here to-day, and shall remain in this neighbor- 
hood, perhaps, till towards the end of this month, when I hope to 
be ready to proceed to Tampico and further south. Even after my 
departure in that direction, it will be best, probably, that letters 
from Monterey end its vicinity, should follow me via the Brassos 
and the ocean; that is, when no safe opportunity presents itself to 
write via Tampico. 

I addressed a second letter to you from Matamoras, of which a 
duplicate will go with this, and one of the letters despatched to 
Major General Taylor, direct, of the same date—January, 1847. 
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I said nothing, in either letter, of quartermasters to accompany 
the troops I have called for from Major General Taylor's command. 
A due proportion, no doubt, will be detached with those troops; 
and, should Colonel Whiting and Captain Sibley be of the num- 
ber, I shall be gratified, although I do not wish to ask, specifically, 
for the chief of any branch of the general staff now on duty under 
the orders of Major General Taylor. In this remark I include 
Colonel Churchill, inspector general. Colonel Croghan descended 
this river with me, on his way to muster into service the new Tex- 
an regiment of horse. I shall not interfere with the orders that 
he has received, and which, I suppose, will take him back, ulti- 
mately, to Major General Taylor's head-quarters. 

If the troopsthat may be detached in this direction are not rapid 
in their movements, they may not find the Rio Grande navigable 
above Reynosa, and should be directed accordingly. I shall hold 
the five companies of rifles here, under the temporary command of 
Major Sumner, 2d dragoons, until I can learn what number of reg- 
ulars I may expect from Major General Taylor's command, here 
and at Tampico. My present expectation is, not to take those 
companies with me, but order them up to join that general officer. 
Major Burbridge was left sick at New Orleans. He may soon be 
expected at the Brassos with two other companies of the same re- 
giment. Captain Ruff is recruiting the 10th company at Mobile. 

I will add that Major Sumner is intended, by me, as the com- 
mander of the five hundred regular cavalry mentioned in my letter 
to you from Camargo. This intention I failed to give in either of 
my previous letters to Major General Taylor or yourself. Please, 
if practicable, communicate it to him, to whom this letter will be 
considered as addressed, if he (Major General Taylor) should have 
returned to Monterey, or within a short distance of that place. 
Otherwise, to save time, as I have heretofore said, you will carry 
out my wishes without reference to him. 

I remain, sir, with high respect, your most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Major General W. O. Burt en, 

U. S. Volunteers, commanding. 


P. S. It is time that I should give advice that a spy, employed 
by my agency, may be expected at Monterey, between the 15th 
and 20th instant, with military intelligence from the capital of 
Mexico, and other important points occupied by the enemy. In- 
terrogate him fully, and give him safe despatch to me, if possible, 
before I leave this neighborhood. He is to receive his compensa- 
tion from me. I cannot yet give his name, but I desired that, 
though probably a foreigner, he might, on presenting himself at 
Monterey, give Thomas Williams as a concerted pass word. 

The detachment of recruits (388) under Lieutenant Gore, that ar- 
rived here a few days ago, will be detained till I know what regi- 
ments of regulars will be detached for my expedition. — 


J 
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[Confidential.] 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos, San Iago, January 12, 1847. 


Sır: In reference to my instructions to you, dated at New Orleans 
the 23d ultimo, and at this place five days later, I have now to state 
that it is probable the troops I have called for from Major General 
Taylor's immediate command, to embark here and at Tampico, wiH 
not reach those points till late in the present month—say about the 
25th. Hence, I shall not regret if the ships with troops, ordnance, 
and other supplies, coming from the Mississippi and other more 
distant ports for my expedition, should be equally late in arrivin 
eff this bar. Please give instructions to all that may come within 
the sphere of your command accordingly—remembering that seve- 
ral of those vessels from the Atlantic ports may rendezvous, in the 
first instance, at Pensacola. 

Regiments of volunteers which have to pass out of the Missis- 
sippi, and out of the harbors of Mobile and Pensacola, will be too 
late for my expedition if they arrive off this place after (say) the 
10th of the next month. I shall, probably, give orders for the land- 
ing of such regiments here, and for their joining Major General 
Taylor. 

i wish you to take particular care in causing all the Ships which 
are to join or follow me to be provided with ee fuel and 
water for sixty days, and, if practicable, ninety days. The water 
of the Rio Grande is not good for drinking, and there would be 
great difficulty. in obtaining it. Spare casks of Mississippi water 
on board ships, without troops, may be easily shifted to the trans- 
ports with men and horses. | 

l expect to leave this place to superintend embarkations at Tam- 
pico towards the end of this month. Till about that time I. wish 
all the vessels*of my expedition to call off this place, if practica- 
ble, for orders, and, if I am not here, to call off Tampico for the 
same purpose. But I do not expect to be at the latter place later 
than the 7th of next month. Three days later, I hope to be at the 
general rendezvous, behind the island of Lobos, with the whole, or 
at least the greater part of the fleet of my expedition. Some of 
the later vessels may find me there, and if not, join me behind the 
island of Sacrificios, near Vera Cruz. Assuming those dates, until 
you hear further from me, give instructions to all ships, with troops, 
accordingly. Some vessels, with ordnance and ordnance stores, 
may be much later. These, and all freighted with ordinary sup- 

lies, as subsistence, forage, &c., &c., must follow me, and, after 
n be supposed to have reached the Sacrificios, without callin 
off the Brassos or Tampico. Concert these matters well with the ` 
quartermaster and commissary departments. Many pieces of ord- 
nànce and quantities of ordnance stores may be expected to pass 
by New Orleans for my expedition. Get information of all those 
matters; see that nothing essential is delayed, and keep me well 
advised of every thing.. 

I have not yet heard from you, and have no late mail from New 
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Orleans. We are now, I hope, near the end of the third heavy 
norther we have had within a week. Probably the Massachusetts 
may bring us a mail to-morrow. 

Communicate freely, but confidentially, with the quartermaster 
general, the chief of the corps of engineers, and the surgeon gene- 
ral, if they are in New Orleans, and always with the principal quar- 
termaster and commissary stationed there; and I again insist upon 
your writing to me, Md at least once a week. 

With great respect, I remain yours, truly, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Brevet Brigadier General Brooxe, 

Commanding Western Division, &c., &c. 


No. 6. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos, San Iago, January 24, 1847. 


Sin: I enclose, herewith, copies of the following papers: 1. Let- 
ters (two) from Major General Taylor to me and to my aid-de- 
camp, both dated the 15th instant; 2. A letter from Major General 
Butler to me, dated the 9th; and 3. A letter from Brevet Brigadier 
General Worth to me of the last date. 

It will be seen that Major General Butler responded to my call 
upon him for troops with the utmost promptitude, and Brevet Briga- 


` dier General Worth has made an admirable movement. The head 


of his division arrived with him, at the mouth of thé Rio Grande, 
the day before yesterday. | 

Embarkations shall commence the moment that the extra water 
casks, from New Orleans, arrive and can be filled. 

The Pennsylvania’ and Louisiana regiments of new volunteers 
were embarked at New Orleans about the 16th instdnt. A detach- 
ment of the former arrived off this bar the day before yesterday. 
I have not heard a word of the ordnance and ordnance stores, and 
other siege materials, since I left Washington. I trust that most 
of them are near at hand. 

There has been no mail from New Orleans in eleven days. The 
steamer Alabama has been hourly expeeted for some time. 

There is an allusion to ** a general officer,” in Brevet Brigadier 
General Worth’s letter to me, of a very grave character. That 
officer is Brigadier General Marshall, of the United States volun- 
teers. In passing by his head-quarters, (Monterey,) Brevet Briga- 
dier General Worth made some hasty inquiries into the conduct he 
had reported to me, and obtained from Captain Lincoln, assistant 
adjutant general, the duplicate of a semi-official report, on the 
same subject, made by the latter to Major General Taylor's head- 
quarters a few days before. I enclose, herewith, a copy of that re- 
port, dated the 6th instant. 

The despatches opened at Monterey by Brigadier General Mar- 
shall, and read and publicly discussed by him with many officers, 
and perhaps others, were my official letters to Major Generals Tay- 
lor and Butler, from Camargo, dated the 3d instant, (copies of 
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which I have heretofore sent to the department,) together with a 
private note from me to the latter general. The official letter to 
the same was marked “ confidential conspicuously at the head. 
The papers, taken together, disclosed, very fully, the plans and in- 
tentions of the government, with the execution of which I am 
charged. They almost at once became generally known at Mon- 
terey, and, it was not doubted there, were rapidly sent off by Mexi- 
cans to General Santa Anna at San Luis de Potosi. 

This gross misconduct on the part of Brigadier General Marshall 
not having been presented to me in the technical form of charges 
and specifications, I am obliged to become his official accuser, and, 
consequently, under the new and strange provision of the act, May 
29, 1830, section 1, I have no power to order a general court-martial 
for his trial. I therefore lay the case, through the department, 
before the President of the United States. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, your most 
obedient servant, 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 


P. S.—I hope, by the end of this month, that necessaries and 
preparations for embarkations here may be such as to allow me to 
proceed, with a detachment of troops, in the steamer Massachusetts, 
to superintend like 5 at Tampico, should Colonel Totten, 
chief engineer, and Captain Huger, acting chief of ordnance, ar- 
rive as early» I expect by the two information by which to regu- . 
late the movement of my expedition. ) 


Hon. WM. L. Marcy, š 
Secretary of War. 


W. S. 


' Monterey, Mexico, January 6, 1847. 


Dear Manon: Lieutenant Anderson, of the dragoons, arrived this 
evening a bearer of important and private despatches from General 
Scott to Generals Taylor and Butler, those for General 'Faylor to 
be delivered to the commanding officer here for speedy trans- 
mission. 

Upon Anderson’s arrival, he inquired of the orderly or sentinel 
before Colonel Garland’s quarters **for the commanding officer.” 
Was told that he was ** within;? that Colonel Garland commanded 
the fort, &c. He asked for General Marshall, and was told that 
he was not here, &c. ; whereupon Anderson entered the house and 
delivered the despatches (saying “they were important and pri- 
vate?) to Colonel Garland, who received them, saying (“that he 
was not in command now, that General Marshall was, but that he 
would take them to the general, who would probably open them,“ 
&c., &c. : 

The colonel left Anderson for the generals head-quarters, taking 
the despatches with him. After reflecting awhile, Anderson, becom- 
ing anxious to learn whether the despatches were delivered to the 
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commanding officer or not, called upon General Marshall, and en- 
quired if ** he had that evening received from Colonel Garland cer- 
tain despatches for General Taylor;? to which the general replied 
that he had, at the same time observing “ we opened them,” &c. 

It appears that the despatches were opened by General Marshall; 
were read and canvassed by himself and Colonel Garland; that 
General M. afterwards spoke of the contents to Lieutenants Smith 
and Anderson, observing “that they were very important, private,“ 
&c.; *that troops were to be moved, certain strong places made 
weak,” &c., &c. 

I feel it my duty to mention this extraordinary course of the 
general, (it having been brought to my notice,) that you may know, 
1f the contents are not designed to be made public, from whence 
the information comes; and further, if' blame attaches to the act it 
may be placed in the right quar‘er. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE LINCOLN, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


Major W. W. S. Briss, 
Assistant Adjutant General, Victoria. 


A true copy. H. I. SCOTT 
. L. ; 


A. A. A. General. 
HEApD-QUARTERS ARMY, January 24, 1847. | 


` HEAD-QUARTEBS, SALTILLO, January 9, 1847. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt yester- 
day, about 4 o'clock, p. m., of your special communication of the 
3d instant, by the hands of Lieutenant Anderson, 2d dragoons. 

Instructions were immediately issued for the movement of all the 
regular troops in and near this place, of the commands of Brigadier 
Generals Wool and Worth, except two companies 1st dragoons and 
Captain Washington's light batteries, with General Wool and 
Captain Webster's company, with two 24-pounder howitzers in 
Saltillo. In addition, General Worth was authorized to attach to 
his command the 4th infantry, at Monterey, and Thornton’s and | 
Hunter’s companies, at Camargo. 

The troops, together with those under General Taylor’s immedi- 
ate command, after deducting the escort for himself and a garrison 
for Tampico, will fully comply with your requisition for regulars, 
whilst the division of Major General Patterson will, it is believed: 
supply the number of volunteers, both horse and foot. I should 
state also that Blanchard’s company of Louisiana volunteers, act- 
ing with the 5th infantry, and a company of Kentucky foot, with 
the 6th infantry, march with General Worth. If a further number 
be necessary, which it is believed will not, either the regiment of 
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Colonel Curtis or Colonel Drake, at Camargo, could receive your 
orders in time for the movement by water. dS ae 

It is known that General Patterson's division consists of one 
regiment of horse and seven of foot, which cannot number less than 
five hundred each; and the Baltimore battalion (three hundred and 
fifty) of foot. If the particular troops designated be deemed suf- 
ficient without taking an Indiana or Ohio regiment, General Pat- 
terson's division and my own would be kept entire, which is 
extremely desirable. 

In regard to the selection of the volunteer horse, it is understood 
that there is no difference between the Tennessee and Kentucky 
regiments, whilst the former is nearest the point of embarkation. 
The Arkansas horse I have not, regarded, as the main body is at 
Patos, forty miles, and of this a portion is yet on the line by 
Monclova. Ea 8 l R4 Au M 

According to your request I have relieved Lieutenant Lay, 6th 
infantry, from duty at my head-quarters, with orders to report to 
you in person; and your wishes with regard to Captain De Hart 
will be carried out the moment it is ascertained that he has been 
peine an assistant adjutant general. AM 

The package fer Major General Taylor was last night sent by 
express to him at Victoria. | | mee 

I respectfully enclose herewith copies of orders No. 23 and 24.* 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

| W. O. BUTLER, 
Major General United States Army. 


E 


` 


Major General WINFIELD Scorr, | L2 | 
š Commanding United States Army. 


(Orders, No. 23] — Hzar-qvanTERs, SALTILLO, | ! 
| . | | January 8, 1847. ` 

. 1. The 2d division will immediately proceed to the mouth of the 
Rio. Grande, where Brigadier General Worth, its.commander, wil] 
report to Major General Scott. m, — X3 2. 

The following additional troops are assigned temporarily .to 
Brigadier. General Worth's command, and will receive his orders, 
viz: | 

Five companies 2d dragoons, under Colonel Harney, at Aqua 
Nueva. SCH P a : 

Captains Thornton's and Hunter's companies 2d dragoons, at 
Camargo. T 

Fourth infantry, under Colonel Whistler, at Monterey. 

Three companies 6th infantry, under Major Bonneville, at 
Incantada. Ñ Slide $ 


* Orders No. 24 directs Lieutenant Lay to report to Major General Scott. It is not en- 
olosed. See, however, order No. 23, herewith. | 
H. L. SCOTT, A. .4. 4 General. 


4 
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2. Major C. Thomas, quartermaster, Captain G. W. Hughes, 
topographical enginéer, will report to Brigadier General Worth. 
Be order of Major General Butler. 
L. THOMAS, 


Assistant Adjutant General. 
Major General Scorr. 


HEApDp-QuAETERnRS, 2p Division, 
Saltillo, January 9, 1847. 


GENERAL: Major General Butler received your despatches at 3, 
p. m., on yesterday. Having his verbal authority in the premises, 
my troops are in motion, and ordered to move as follows: artillery 
battalion, Duncan’s horse battery, moved at day-light this morning; 
5th, at 12 m., with Taylor’s battery; the 8th to-morrow morning; 
6th, three companies, is now entering the town, and will move this 
evening. Five companies of cavalry, under Colonel Harney, ex- 
pected this evening, being twenty miles in advance, will move to- 
morrow morning. I calculate the marches as follows: three or three 
and a half days to Monterey, seven to Camargo, five to Matamoras; 
all instructed, on reaching Camargo, to place invalids and superflu- 
ous baggage on steamers and continue the land route if, as I sup- 
pose, there be a deficiency of steamers and water. 

The corps are moved in echellon for despatch and convenience. 
Herewith is an informal statement of the command I shall bring. 
With Twiggs’s you will receive: 3d, about 350, four companies; 1st, 
about 180; one squadron cavalry, (May) about 90, all told. I urged 
General Butler to let me take a fine battalion of Kentucky horse, 
well officered and commanded, but he declined, saying you would 

have] 500 Tennesseans. As regards volunteers, E can give you no 
information; all, except the general, (Taylor,) arein total darkness 
as to their numbers or whereabouts, except Wool's command, ten 
miles in advance. 

Iam told that at Monterey your despatches were opened by a 
general offcer, not him to whom they were directed, and read 
aloud to many persons! I shall enquire, and if I find such to be 
the fact, make you a formal report thereof. 

I delay to see my last battalion in motion, shall then proceed to, 
and pass the leading division, to make necessary arrangements at 
Camargo. 

Rely upon it, my whole soul and that of my entire (original) di- 
vision at least, will be thrown into the coming service. 

Very respectfully, general, 
W. J. WORTH, 
Brigadier General. 
Major General Scorr, e 
Commanding in Chief, &c., &c., Head-quarters. 


P. S. General B. has detained two companies 1st dragoons. 


J, W. 
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Report of the strength of the several corps of the 2d division. 


Corps. Remarks. 


Co. F, 1st dragoons.... 
Lt. c. A, 2d artillery.... 
Lt. c. K, 1st artillery... 
Lt. c. C, 1st artillery... 
Artillery battalion 
Sth infantry........... 
Sth infantry........... 
Louisiana volunteers... 
6th infantry....... .... 
4th infantry...........]. eee : 
5th comp’y, 2d dragoons 
2d comp’y, 2d dragoons. 


Total ⁊ 114 


E 
O 032 02 E oe Ov On oo 


Supposed to be about 300. 
Col. Harney’s command. 
Caps. Thornton & Hunter. 


— 
mo 


This report is, in respect to some corps, approximative, but does 
not probably vary a dozen men. 
W. J. WORTH, 


| Brigadier General. 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 


lst Lieut. and A. D. C. 


True copy. 
T. WILLIAMS, A. D. C. 


Hxap-quARTEARS, Army oF Occupation, 
Camp near Victoria, Mexico, January 15, 1847. 


Sır: The communication of Major General Scott of the 6th in- 
stant, accompanied by copies of his letters of the 3d to Major Ge- 
neral Butler and myself, was received yesterday. The original of 
his letter of the 3d has not yet reached me, nor have I any dates 
from Major General Butler later than December 28th. The com- 
munication of D. cember 20th has never been received. 

I effected a jui. ‘tion with Major General Patterson at this place 
on the 4th instan’. and have since been awaiting advices from Ma- 
jor General Scoti. not doubting that I should hear from him on his 
first arrival at Ma.amoras, or perhaps from Tampico, whither a con- 
" fidential messenger was despatched on the 6th. But owing to the 
state of supplies, it became necessary to nove the command, and a 
movement was accordingly ordered in the direction of Tampico. 
The regular troops under Brigadier General Twiggs marched yes- 
terday. The brigades of Major General Patterson’s division march 


52 Ex. Doc., No. 56. 


- 


to-day and to-morrow. This force will reach Tampico by the25th 
instant, or soon after. 

The enclosed return“ will exhibit the entire force now in route 
or about marching on Tampico from this point. I have retained 
Lieut. Colonel May’s squadron as part of my escort to Monterey, 
and also the Mississippi regiment, partly as escort to head-quar- 
ters, and partly to guard a train of supplies just arrived from Ma- 
tamoras, and which I deem it unnecessary to send forward to Tam- 
pico. No troops will be left in garrison here. =: | 

As I presume that General Butler, under his en i has 
ordered the batteries of General Worth’s command to march with 
it to the mouth of the river, and as I infer from those same instruc- 
tions, that not more than two batteries are required by Major Ge- 
neral Scott, I have directed the return to Monterey of Captains 
Bragg's and Sherman’s. If I have mistaken his wishes in this mat- 
ter, I beg to be advised without delay, as the batteries may still 
join him in time. ^ | 

To the troops, regular and volunteer, marching hence on Tam- 
pico, may be added perhaps 300 artillery of Colonel Gates’ bat- 
talion, and the Alabama regiment, about 500 strong. The Ten- 
nessee horse will more than fill General Scott's requisition for 
volunteer cavalry. 

Not knowing the action taken by Major General Butler, under 
the instructione of the general-in-chief, I cannot now write more 
fully. On reaching Monterey I may be able to give my views in 
regard to the wants of the service on the defensive line which it is 
proposed to hold. | 

I respectfully enclose a return of the regular troops of the army 
of occupation for November. Since its date some 600 recruits have 
joined, exclusive of such newly organized companies (rifles or other 
corps) as may have recently arrived. | 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. army command'g. 


Lieut. H. L. Scorr, A. D. C., or Chief of the Staff, 
Major General Scott's head-quarters, Brassos Island. 


1 


"Ú ' ` ! , : ` WW ! 


HEAD-QUARTERS, ARMY OF OccuPATION, 
Camp near Victoria, Mexico, January 15, 1847. 


Sır: In a communication addressed this day to your staff- 
officer, I have replied to so much of your letter of the 6th instant, 
and its enclosures, as relates to points of detail; but there are other 


The return transmitted by Major General Taylor exhibits the following force en roule to 
Tampico : Regulars, 23 companies, with 72 commissioned officers and 1,393 non-commissioned 
and privates ; Volunteers, 63 companies, with 244 officers and 3,024 non-oommissioned and 
privates—making a grand aggregate of 4,733. 


H. L. SCOTT, 4. 4. A. General. 


EI 
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and grave topics embraced in those communications, to which I 
deem it my right and my duty to reply directly. 

The amount of force to be drawn from this frontier, and the 
manner in which it is proposed to withdraw it, had never fully 
come to my knowledge until yesterday, though hinted at in your 
note of November 25, Had you, general, relieved. me at once in 
the whole command, and assigned me to duty under your order, or 
allowed me to retire from the field, be assured that no complaint 
would have been heard from me; but while almost every man of 
my regular force and half the volünteers, (now in respectable dis- 
cipline) are withdrawn for distant service, it seems that 1 am ex- 
pected, with less than a thousand regulars and a volunteer force, 
partly of new levies, to hold a defensive line, while a, large army 
of more than twenty thousand men is in my front. | e 
I speak only of a defensive line; for the idea of assuming offen- 
sive operations in the direction of San Luis by March, or even 
May, with such troops as can then be at my disposition, is quite 
too preposterous to be entertained, for a moment. After all that I 
have written to the department, on the subject of such operations, 
I find it difficult to believe that I am seriously expected to under- 
take them, with the extraordinarily limited means at my disposal. , 
I cannot misunderstand the object of the arrangements indicated 
in your letters. I fee] that I have lost the confidence of the gov- 
ernment, or it would not have suffered me to remain, up to this 
time, ignorant of its intentions, with so vitally affecting inter- 
ests committed to my charge. But, however much I may feel per- 
sonally mortified and outraged at the course pursued, unprecedented 

at least, in our own history, I will carry out in good faith, while 
remain in Mexico, the views of the government, though I may be 
sacrificed in the effort. | | | " 
I deeply regret to find. in your letters, of January 3d, to Major 
General Butler and myself, an allusion to my position here, which 
I can but consider an insinuation that I have put myself, willingly, 
out of the reach of your communications. , I beg leave to remark, 
that the movement of the troops in this direction, and my own 
march hither, were undertaken for public reasons, freely set forth 
in my reports to the adjutant general, one of them being my de- 
sire to place in position for embarkation to Vera Cruz, should the 
government order an expedition to that point, the force(two thou- 
sand regulars and two thousand volunteers) which I reported might 
be spared for that service. | | "E 
I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, Be 

| | | Z. TAYLOR, ` 

Major Gen., United States Army, Commanding, 
Major Gen. WiNEIELD Scorr, | mE ` 
Commanding United States Army, Brassos Island, Teras. 


' H i . i ! i D H E j d ' d 
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: HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos San Jago, January 26, 1847. 


Sin: I have received your two letters of the 15th instant. There 
are some expressions in those letters, which, ás I wish to forget 
them, I shall not specify or recal. 

You intimate a preference for service in my parti¢ular expedi- 
tion, to remaining in your present position with greatly reduced 
numbers. I can most truly respond, that to take you with me, as 
second in command, would contribute greatly to my personal de- 
light, and, I confidently believe, to the success of that expedition. 
But I could not propose it to you for two reasons, either of which 
was conclusive with me at the moment: 1st, I thought you would 
be left in a higher and more responsible position where you are; 
and 2d, I knew that it was not contemplated by the government to 
supersede you in, or to take you from that immediate command. 

If I had been within easy reach of you, at the time I called for 
troops from your line of operations, I should, as I had previously 
assured you, have consulted you fully on all points, and, probably, 
might have modified my call, both as to the number and description 
of the forces to be taken from, or to be left with you. As it was, 
I had to act promptly, and, to a considerable extent, in the dark. 
All this, I think, will be apparent to you when you shall review 
my letters. ; : 

I hope I have left, or shall leave you, including the new volunteers 
who will soon be up, a competent force to defend the head of your 
line (Monterey) and its communications, with the depots in the 
neighborhood. To enable you to do this more certainly, I must 
ask you to abandon Saltillo, and to make no detachments, except 
for reconnaissances and immediate defence, muchebeyond Monterey. 
I know this to be the wish of the government, founded on reasons 
in which I concur; among them, that the enemy intends to operate 
against small detachments and posts. 

I fear that I may be delayed here, or at Tampico, in embarking 
troops, till, perhaps, the 10th of the next month, and again, 5 few 
days more, at the general rendezvous behind the island of Lobos, 
waiting for some of the volunteer regiments for debarkation, ord- 
nance, and ordnance stores. 

Finding that Colonel Smith, with two companies of his rifle reg- 
iment, are at Tampico, or in its neighborhood, I shall take with 
me his seven companies, now near the mouth of the Rio Grande, 
and, perhaps, Colonel Curtis’s regiment of Ohio volunteers, detained 
at Matamoras. My uncertainty in respect to the latter, refers to 
the number of new regiments of volunteers that may arrive in time, 
off this bar, for my expedition. I shall not take with me Captain 
Hunter’s company of the 2d dragoons, as it is dismounted. There 
will, however, be horses for it here, in perhaps a week. I shall 
. leave instructions for him, when mounted, to ascend the river to 
Camargo, to meet your orders. No guard will be left by me at the 
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mouth of the Rio Grande. I give you this information that you 
mar place a detachment there at your own discretion. 

I remain, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
| WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Major Gen. Zacnary TAYLOR, 
Commanding &c. &c., Monterey. 
P. S. I beg you to make my official acknowledgments to Major 
General Butler, for the promptitude and zeal displayed by him in 
your temporary absence, in detaching the troops I called for in 
my despatch to him of the 3d instant. The greater part, if not the 
whole, of these troops are now below Matamoros. W. S. 


No. 7. 


HkAD-QUARTERS OF THE ÁRME, 
Brassos San Iago, January 26, 1847. 


Sır: The arrrival, day before yesterday, of the steamer Alabama, 
from New Orleans, brought me a large mail. Among the letters, 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours, dated 4th 
instant. 

In respect to Saltillo, &c., you will find, by a copy of my letter 
of this date, herewith, to Major General Taylor, that I have com- 
plied with your suggestion, in which I concur. 

The quartermaster general, (brevet Major General Jessup,) at 
New Orleans, has, I find, taken all proper measures, with judg- 
ment and promptitude, to provide everything depending on his 
department, for the despatch and success of my expedition. Trans- 
ports, casks, filled with water, &c., &c., &c., are, accordingly, 
expected to arrive here and off Tampico, before the "7th of thenext 
month. The embarkation of brevet Brigadier General Worth’s 
division, I hope to commence at the mouth of the Rio Grande and 
at this place, within three or four days. 

Colonel Totten, chief of the corps of. engineers, came out in the 
Alabama. He informs me that it is pidbable a sufficient quantity 
of ordnance and ordnance stores, together with the boats for 
debarkation, will be up with me, at the island of Lobos, by the 
10th of the next month. I regret that Lieutenant Totten, of the 
navy, who was of so much service to me at Washington, in plan- 
ning and sketching those boats, is not likely to be detached, by his 
department, for service with the expedition. 

rom the appearance in the offing, I expect to hear, before 
pig. of the arrival of new ships, with Pennsylvania and Louisiana 
volunteers. 

I have not yet received a word from Commodore Connor. 

In a few days, I intend to request the United States ship the 
St. Mary's, off this bar, to run down to the island Lobos, to give 
information, aid, and protection, to the transports, &c., which may 
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assemble there; dropping despatches from me, at Tampico, on the 
way. I shall follow, a little later, in the steamer Massachusetts: 
I hope the ship of the line the Ohio may be off Vera Cruz in time 
for the joint attack on the castle. 

It is, I think, very doubtful whether the new regiments the 
House of Representatives has authorized to be added to the army 
can be filled in time, with the money bounty, without the grant of 
land., The last section of the bill, as passed by that House, 
directing that the ‘said officers? shall be immediately discharged 
on the close of the war, may prevent many efficient captains and 
lieutenants of the present gegiments from desiring transfers, with 
promotion, into the new regiments, because the contingency may 
happen in the recess of Congress, when the executive would have 
no power to retain them, by selection, as part of the new peace 
establishment. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, your most 


obedient servant, | 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Hon. W. L. Marcy, ` 
Secretary of Var. 


à 


No. 8. 
` HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ÁRMY, . 
Brassos San Iago, January 28, 1847. 
Sin: I beg your attention to the accompanying papers, (number- 
ed 1 to 6,) touching the conduct of Colonel Harney, United States 
2d dragoons, who is evidently seeking an issue with me to be tried 
by the President, and in’s@ccession, by Congress and the public. 
In the conduct.of the important expedition with. which I am 
charged, I think myself reasonably entitled to the selection from 
the mass of the officers under my command, of the chiefs of the 
staff, of the dragoons and artillery, and to send away, on-any proper 
military duty, any senior officer of either branch of service, (I speak 
only: of the regular army,) whose presence might interfere with such 
selection. Such right of selection has always been exercised by 
* commanding generals in the field, who are, in their commissions, 
their, lives and fame, eminently responsible for the results of. their 
expéditions or campaigns: - All -junior officers, are, at least, in the 
first instance, only responsible to their commanders in the field. 
¿ In my opinion, and on the high responsibility to which I have 
alluded, Major Sumner, of the 2d dragoons, is a much safer and 
more efficient commander of the cavalry in question, (companies of 
the 1st and 2d dragoons,) than Colonel Harney of the.2d of those 
regiments. That particular command is entirely too important to 
the success of my expedition, to allow me to leave anything to 
hazard which it is in iny power to control in advance. 


s I have the honor to be, sir, with high. respect, your obedient 


servant. `. . . I 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
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.- P. S. It may be proper to add that I knew nothing of, and had, 
consequently, nothing to do with, the arrest of Colonel Harney until 
I received the charge and specifications; although I saw a papef 
of instructions the day before, from Brevet Brigadier General Worth 
to an officer directing the arrest of Colonel Harney, if the latter 
had, as had been rumored, resumed the command of the regular 
dragoons in question. I am, therefore, in no respect, “the accuser 
or prosecutor? of Colonel Harney in this instance. See sec. 1, act 
May 29, 1830. Brevet Brigadier General Worth, Colonel Harney 
and myself, are many miles apart from each other. : 

x EE: o. ` N go : : W.S. 

: Hon. W. L. Marcy, | 
B Secretary of Var. 


[1] -—. ..  .- HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
i | Brassos Santiago, January 22, 1847. 
Sin: Major General Scott desires me to say, that upon the re- 
ceipt of this communication, you will turn over your command to 
the next senior officer, and proceed yourself, personally, to Major 
General Taylor's head-quarters, to whom you will report for duty 
with the dragoons that remain under his command. 


I am, very respectfully, &c., &c. 
i E H. L. SCOTT, 


A. A. A. General. 
Colonel W. S. Harney, ` 
2d Dragoons, &c., Matamoras. 


- 


[ 2. | | | BN HEAD-QUARTERS, 2p DRAGOONS, `; 
-Matamoras, Mezico, January 23, 1847. 


Six: Your letter of the 22d instant, directing me to turn over 
my command and to report, personally,tothe head-quarters of Major 
General Taylor for duty, with the companies of my regiment there, 
has just been received. 7 , 

I cannot disguise my surprise at the unexpected nature of this 
order, and my extreme regret that it should have been given just at 
the moment when my feelings were deeply enlisted in the success 
of an enterprise, in which I had fully boped to share the dangers 
and privations of my regiment. It was my ill fortune to be 
separated from that portion of the regiment which participated in 
the recent actions with the enemy, and I looked forward with much 

leasure and great pride to the time when I should see active ser- 
vice under the orders of Major General Scott. Ishall not speak of 
the injustice which I consider to be done in separating me from 
seven companies of my regiment, and ordering me on duty with the 
remaining two. Thebare mention of the fact, is the only allusion 
which E design to make on the present occasion, but it 1s proper to 
mention that those two companies, by a letter whichI received yes- 


|o 
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terday from General Worth, are expected here in seven or ten days, 
and that I was instructed to unite them with that portion of the 
regiment now here. 

This fact, I must believe, escaped the attention of the command- 
ing general, when your letter was written, and I now hope, that 
he will take it into full consideration, and reverse the painful 
order which I have just received. 

If other motives, to which I dare not allude, influenced General 
Scott in this decision, I have but to remark that it is natural that 
he should select those officers from whom he might expect a hearty 
cooperation; but that, to accomplish this, I do not believe he would 
do an act of injustice, and if my recent conduct can be taken asan 
earnest of my endeavors to further his views to the fullest extent, 
that I can appeal to it with the greatest confidence. 

I have turned over my command, and should it not be deemed 
expedient to change the order under consideration, I haveto request 
that I may be informed at what point I may find the head-quarters 
of Major General Taylor. ' 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. S. HARNEY, 
Colonel 2d Dragoons. 
Lieut. H. L. Scort, 
A. A. A. G., Head-quarters of the Army. 


| 3. | HEAD-O ART ERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos Santiago, January 24, 1847. 


Sır: Your communication of the 23d instant, relative to your 
command, was this morning received, through Brevet Brigadier 
General Worth, and I am directed by Major General Scott to reply 
as follows: 

When he made his arrangements, which now cannot be changed, 
to give Major Sumner the command of the regular cavalry called 
for by him (Major General Scott) from the army under the imme- 
diate command of Major General Taylor, he (Major General Scott) 
expected the detachments would be made up, in nearly equal parts, 
from the Ist and 2d dragoons. 

Besides the squadron of the 2d, with Major General Taylor, 
who, probably, will be back at Monterey to-day or to-morrow, Cap- 
tain Hunter’s company of the same regiment is to be soon mounted, 
and to return to the orders of Major General Taylor. That general, 
it is presumed, (though Major General Scott has not given, and 
does not expect to give any order on the subject,) may, probably, 
unite the two companies of the Ist, with the three of the 2d, all of 
which will be under bis command, and, also, a sixth EC, 
(2d dragoons,) soon expected out under Lieutenant Sibley. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. L. SCOTT, 
| A. A. A. G. 
To Colonel W. S. HARNEY, 
2d Dragoons. 
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St 4. 1. Maramornas, Mexico, January 25, 1847. 


Sin: Your communication of the 24th instant was received last 
night, and I hasten to return a reply. I 

In my letter of the 23d I endeavored to explain my position, and 
to disabuse the mind of Major General Scott, in relation to any pre- 
conceived views he may have formed to my prejudice. It was hu- 
miliating to do so, but I deemed it my duty, in the present state of 
affairs, to make any reasonable sacrifice to preserve harmony, and 
to enable me to accompany this portion of my regiment into the 
feld. Your reply has disappointed me; if not a revocation of your 
order, I at least expected that some good and sufficient reason would 
be given for depriving me of my regiment, or that reparation would 
be made to me for itin another quarter; with this view I relin- 
quished my command. By your letter referred to, you have not 
only deprived me of my regiment, but you have placed my junior, 
the major of my own regiment, in command of it; and the imagin- 
ary command, to which you have been pleased to allude, I consider 
as entirely inadequate to the one you would force me to relinquish, 
even should it ever be brought into existence. If General Scott 
does not deem me capable of discharging my appropriate duties; 
he may arrest, but he shall not unresistingly degrade me. It is 
painful to be driven to this alternative. I have endeavored to avoid 
the issue; it has been forced on me, and I must abide the judgment 
of my peers. As long as I am a colonel, I shall claim the command 
of my regiment: it is a right which I hold by my commission and 
the laws of the land, and no authority short of the President of 
the United States can legally deprive me of it. In adopting this 
course, I feel that I am not only defending my own, but the rights 
of every officer of the army. It is true another course is open to 
me, but itis well known by your presence with the army that an 
important expedition against the enemy is at hand, and my desire 
to participate in it will not allow me to await redress by an appeal 
to higher authority. It is in full view of all the consequences in 
which I may be involved, that I have taken this step. I do it with 
no desire to show a spirit of insubordination, but because I believe 
my honor and my character as a soldier involved in the issue. I 
have no hope that any thing I may say will alter your determina- 
tion: to discuss the subject further would be useless, and I have 
only to add, that I have assume the command of my regiment, and 
will accompany it to the mouth of the river. ° 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. HARNEY, 
Colonel 2d Dragoons. 
Major General WiwriELD Scott, 
Commander-in-chief U. S. Army. 
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[5] `. 


Charges and specifications preferred against Colonel W. S. Harney; 
| of the 2d regiment of dragoons. 


CHARGE. ` | 
Disobedience of orders and insubordinate conduct. 


Specifica lion 1st. In this, that Colonel W. S. Harney, 2d regi- 
ment of dragoons, having been instructed by Major General W. 
Scott, commanding the army, in an official communication bearing 
date Brassos Santiago, 22d January, 1847, to relinquish the com- 
mand of that portion of his, the said Colonel Harney’s regiment, 
which had reached Matamoras, and then to repair to the head-quar- 
ters of, and personally to report to, Major General Taylor;" did fail 
to set out as instructed as aforesaid. 

. Specification 2d. In this, that the said Colonel W. S. Harney, 2d 
regiment of dragoons, did, after having relinquished the command 
of the troops aforesaid, as "instructed as aforesaid, resume the com- 
mand of the same; and that, after receiving the reiterated orders 
of Major General Scott, dated Brassos Santiago, SE 24, 1847, 
and in defiance of such repeated ordérs. 

TI near Matamoras, Mexico, on or about the 25th January, 
1847 » 

Testimony. —Written instructions of General Scott, dated 22d 
and 24th January, 1847. Colonel Harney’s letters in acknowledg- 
ment and reply, dated January 23d, and January 25th, 1847. 
| By o order of EMT "Worth? 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
First Lieutenant, A. A. A. General. ` 


Tel | Hzap-qUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
| Brassos Santiago, January 28, 1847. 


SIR: Major General Scott has just received a charge, with two 
specifications against you, signed by order of Brigadier General 
Worth; a copy of which I herewith enclose. 

Considering our well known and long continued personal hos- 
tility to Major General Scott, and that it may, however erroneously, 
be supposed that a reciprocal feeling has been 5 on his 
part; and considering the perfect confidence that all may entertain 
in the honor and impartiality of our officers generally and almost 
universally, I am instructed by Major General Scptt to say, you 
may, if done promptly, select yourself, from the officers near at 
hand, any seven, nine, eleven, or thirteen, to compose the court for 
your trial on that charge and its specification, and that he, Major 
General Scott, will immediately order them to assemble accord- 
ingl 

ju the troops in this neighborhood will be required to commence 
embarking, on the arrival of the transports, now hourly expected 
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for them, a list of the officers to compose the court, signed by your 
hand, is expected by the return of the bearer, and that he will be 
instructed to wait for such list two hours only. _ ! 

I enclose, to facilitate your action, a list of the officers for court 
martial duty at camp Palo Alto, from whom you are at liberty to 
select, as well as from the officers of the 2d dragoons, regiment of 
mounted riflemen, and infantry, at the mouth of the Rio Grande. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, TN 
TEMP | a m | HF. L. SCOTT, 
| E | A. A. A. General. ` 


n ; é 


| | WAR DEPARTMENT, 
8 | Washington, January 4, 1847. 

Sin: Some anxiety is felt here in regard to the position of our 
troopsin Mexico. Every thing indicates that it is the policy of the 
enemy to strike at our detached posts, or cut our lines of communica- 
tion. Weare not fully advised what lines it is proposed to sustain, or 
what posts are to be held. The line, should it not extend beyond 
Monterey, is a long one, and a considerable force will be required 
to keep it open, and to hold that place. If, in addition to retain- 
ing possession of Monterey, an attempt should be made to establish 
posts at. Parras, Saltillo, Linares, Victoria, &c., it is feared that an 
opportunity will be offered to the enemy to gain some advantage 
over us, at one or more of these points, or along the chain of con- 
nexion necessarily to be kept up with them. You are well ac- 
quainted with.the present plans of operation. While engaged in 
an expedition on the sea coast, it is not proposed to penetrate the 
country beyond Monterey, with a view to its permanent occupation, 
though it is desirable to maintain a threatening attitude at that 

oint.. Monterey must be held with a sufficient force. Such a force 
eing provided for that object, the remainder will, of course, be at 
your disposal, to maintain other proper positions, and to operate on 
the gulf coast, and especially at Vera Cruz. Your position will 
enable you to determine, better than can be done here, what should 
be the best disposition for the safety of our troops, and to disap- 
point the expectations of the enemy, who js undoubtedly watching 
for opportunities to fall upon them, while in detachments or small 
bodies, with greatly superior numbers. No positive directions will, 

therefore, be given touching these matters., 

It was expected that General Taylor would have deemed it ex- 
pedient to order the force under General Wool to join him at Mon- 
terey, and not to extend his line to Saltillo, with a view to hold 

ermanent posstssion of it. At the last advices from Gen. Wool, 
he had not received orders to unite his forces with those under the 
immediate command of General Taylor; but it is hoped that before 
this time, the suggestions in my despatch to General Taylor of the 
22d of October have been received, approved, and carried into 
effect. The detachment which it is proposed to make from the 
forces atand near Monterey, for the expedition on the coast, will 
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render it proper, if not indispensable, that they should be rein- 
forced by General Wool’s command. 

As a considerable part of the forces under General Taylor may 
be withdrawn for the expedition you are to conduct against Vera 
Cruz, it is urged that great caution should be observed in regard 
to the safety of those which may be left on the present line of ope- 
rations. 

If any reliance can be placed on the accounts which have reached 
us, as to the number and condition of the army under the command 
of the Mexican general, he could have rendered it difficult and 
hazardous for our troops to advance to Saltillo, and his retiring be- 
yond that place wears the appearance of a ruse to draw us far into 
the country in that direction, to the end that he may practice, with 
better hopes of success, his system of guerrilla warfare. If such 
be his object, I trust proper measures will be taken to disappoint 
him. It seems now to be generally understood that he is at Tula, 
with a large body of cavalry.. The object of this movement is not 
clearly perceived. The withdrawing of the Mexican force from 
Tampico would seem to indicate a determination on his part to 
yeld up to Tamaulipas to our arms; but the occupation of Tula, 
with a strong force, does not appear consistent with such a course 
of policy, unless he is apprehensive that we may move upon San 
Luis Potosi, through the passes of the mountains in that vicinity. 
Should we undertake to hold Victoria with a small force, might he 
. not move from his present position at Tula against that place, and 
surprise it, or fall upon some of our detachments moving by land 
to Tampico? Though the Sierre Madra is difficult to pass, and, 
with wagons or wheel carriages, impassable, yet may not the 
enemy’s cavalry find a way through the gorges of this mountain? 
It is not unreasonable to expect that some such movement is con- 
temnlated. It is, therefore, suggested that this matter should be 
well considered, and great care taken to guard against any surprise 
in this quarter. | 

We have no news from Mexico on which much reliance can be 
placed; but from such information as we have, it is doubtful 
whether a Mexican Congress will have assembled at the time fixed 
for it, the 6th of December; and it is equally doubtful whether, 
whenever it shall come together, it will be disposed to enter upon 
negotiations for peace. Mexico is, undoubtedly, in a wretched con- 
dition, and without the prospect of improvement. A hope was 
entertained, and not now wholly abandoned, that the northern de- 
partments would see that their interests would be promoted by 
withdrawing from the central government, and forming an inde- 
pendent republic. Should amy such disposition manifest itself, it 
ought to be encouraged, and those engaged in the movement should 
have all the protection and support from our forces that can be 
properly given to them; without any pledge, however, that its sepa- 
rate existence will be made a condition in the treaty of peace 
which may be entered into between Mexico and the United States. 

We have not yet learned that Mexico is making any extraordi- 
nary efforts to assemble a large covering army at "Vera Cruz, and 
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it is hoped that you will not find a formidable force to oppose 
your landing. Securely on shore in the vicinity of Vera Cruz, I 
have but little doubt of your success in getting possession of the 
city, and hope the surrender of the castle will follow. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 

Major General WiwriELD Scorr. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, February 15, 1847. 


Sır: I have received several communications from you since your 
arrival in Mexico. They will be placed on file in the office of the 
adjutant general, and the receipt thereof duly acknowledged by 
him. 

The several regiments of volunteers, called out before you left 
Washington, were organized with as much despatch as was expect- 
ed; nearly all have left for the seat of war, and we are ad- 
vised of the arrival of several of them off the Brassos. 

I am happy to inform you that the bill for raising ten regiments to 
serve for the war, has at length become a law. ad this authority 
been given, as I hoped and expected it would, within the first two 
weeks of the session, I am quite confident that we should now have 
had several thousands of these troops on the way to Mexico. Ap- 

earances warrant the belief that they will be speedily raised. 
Many persons who are deemed worthy to receive commissions have 
companies already prepared to enter into the service. They will 
be sent on at once in companies; the regiments can be organized 

afterwards. I anticipate that companies will go on before the end 
of the present month. "There is so much doubt whether officers 
now in the regular army would take commissions of not more than 
one or two grades above those which they now hold, that it is not 
probable many will be selected for the new regiments. As these 

e regiments are to be disbanded by express provision of the law 
which authorizes them, at the conclusion of the war, those officers 
who may be transferred to them would be in great danger of being 
thrown out of the army. 

The additional majors of the present regiments are already nomi- 
nated. They have been, as the law requires, taken from the cap- 
tains, and seniority, in all instances but one (and that for a special 
reason) has controlled in the selection. Some further legislation 
for the army is necessary before the adjournment of Congress, and 
I hope it will take place. 

The President sent a special message to Congress on Saturday, 
in which he specified what was deemed necessary. With this Í 
send you a newspaper copy of it, that you may see what is recom- 
mended. 

I think it is not reasonable to expect that an additional article of 
War, giving authority to military tribunalg to try and punish certain“ 
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. offences not expressly 'embraced in the existing articles, will be 
enacted. . I have had a conversation on the subject with the chair- 
man of the committee of the Senate, and understand from him that 
he had given it his attention, and did. not consider legislation neces- 
sary, as the right to punish in such cases necessarily resulted from 
the condition of things when an army is prosecuting hostilities in 
an enemy's country. | 

Your expedition is a matter of deep anxiety to all, and certainly 
to none more than myself. Every possible effort, so far as I know, 
has been made in each branch of this department, to carry out fully 
and promptly all the arrangements which devolved upon it in the 
way of preparation and outfit. The difficulties have been more 
than were anticipated, but they have been met with energy. The 
time for preparations on so large a-scale was short, and the 
arrangements multifarious; the execution of some depended on the 

rior execution of others. Delays to some extent were unavoidable; 
but I trust none have occurred which will result in a serious detri- 
ment to the service; none which any one well acquainted with our 
condition and what was required to be done, would not have ex- 

ected. We are expecting daily information from you, and calcu- 
DS that the next we receive will apprise us that you have em- 
barked and are on your way to the point of your destination. The 
account you give of the frequency and violence of the ** terrible 
northers? is to me a source of deep anxiety. They are, in my 
judgment, the most formidable enemy you will have to encounter. 

. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

| W. L. MARCY. 


Major General Winrirxp Scott, ins. 
^. ' Commanding U. S. Army, Mexico. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, 
E | Washington, February 22, 1847. 
. Sır: I have received your letter of the 28th ultimo, (No. 8,) + 
with the enclosures, numbered from 1 to 6, inclusive, in relation to 
the arrest of Colonel W. S. Harney. "These papers have been sub- 
mitted to the President, and I am directed by him to say that he 
regrets the occurrence. Recognizing, as he does to the fullest 
extent, your rights as commanding general in the field, and dis- 
posed to sustain you in the ample exercise of them, he is not at 
liberty, as commander-in-chief, to overlook the consideration that 
the offieers under you have tbeir rights, which it is equally his duty 
to sustain. 

In the case as you have presented it, he does not discover a suf- 
ficient cause for the order depriving Colonel Harney of the com- 
mand which appropriately belonged to him, and devolving it upon 
his inferior in rank. Without intending to approve of the conduct 
of Colonel Harney in disobeying your orders, the President deems 

` it proper to apprise you of his opinion that Colonel Harney had 
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good cause to complain of that order, as derogatory to his rights, 
and he hopes that the matter has been reconsidered by you, and 
that the colonel has been restored to his appropriate command. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Major General WIxTIELD Scorr, 
Commanding the army of the U. States in Mexico. 


. No. 9. 


HrAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos San Iago, February 4, 1847. 


Sig: No mail has arrived from New Orleans since I had the 
honor to address you the 28th ultimo. Two steamers are now due 
from that place. Neither may be expected to return in several 
weeks, as all will be needed, probably, to take troops, &c., south. 
This despatch will go to-day by a return schooner. 

Though many ships, doubtless, must now be nearly up to receive 
the troops waiting here and at Tampico, not one hasarrived. The 
Saint Louis, from Philadelphia, freighted with boats of debarka- 
tion, &c., is off this bar, and we know nothing of the near approach 
of any ship with ordnance, ordnance stores, and other siege mate- 
rials. 

I am becoming exceedingly anxious for the arrival of all the 
vessels that are due. The season for operations on the coast is 
already short, and I am personally wanted at Tampico and Lobos. 
I cannot, however, leave here without some certainty as to the 
near approach of essentials. 

The 1st Pennsylvania regiment of volunteers, the Louisiana vol- 
unteers, and a part of the New York volunteers, had passed this 
place before my generat order (No. 6) of the 30th ultimo. At 
that date, I intended to take with me four regiments of the new 
volunteers only, leaving the remainder for Major General Taylor. 
The three mentioned, being up, in whole or in part, were ordered to 
Lobos; and wishing, as far as practicable, to keep regiments of 
the same State together, the 2d Pennsylvania was designated (in 
orders No. 6) to follow, making the four regiments. This regi- 
ment, and the 2d Mississippi, were then known to be at New Or- 
leans, where they have been detained, I learn, by an unusual de- 
gree of sickness. When the latter comes up, it will go, under 
that order, to join the 1st Mississippi regiment with Major General 
Taylor. 

But a fifth—the South Carolina regiment—has, by some mistake 
at New Orleans, sailed, I learn, direct from Mobile for Lobos. 
This I do not now regret, as information received yesterday makes 
it necessary that the expedition I am to conduct shall be augmented 
to the utmost with:n my power. 

I reported in my despatch to you of the 24th ultimo, that my 
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confidential letters to Major Generals Taylor and Butler from 
Camargo, had been improperly opened and made public at Mon- 
terey before they had reached those generals; and I added, that it 
was believed there generally the substance of those letters had 
been, by Mexicans, promptly communicated to the enemy at San 
Luis de Potosi. 

Itis now believed, on the authority of & letter not official, that my 
despatches to the same generals, (of the 3d ultimo,) being sent off 
by the latter at Saltillo, to the former, then marching towards Vic- 
toria, by 2d Lieutenant Richey, 5th infantry, and ten mounted 
men, were met by a party of the enemy, about the llth ultimo, 
and the detachment all captured or killed. If Lieutenant Richey 
(reported as being slain) had not time to destroy the despatches 
about his person, (which is highly improbable,) General Senta 
Anna, at San Luis de Potosi, had them, no doubt, in four days 
after their capture. It is, consequently, more than possible that, 
before this time, the greater part of the Mexican army lately as- 
sembled at San Luis de Potosi has reached Vera Cruz, or its 
vicinity. Major General Taylor's mind has no doubt, ere this, 
arrived at the same conclusion; and I shall write to suggest to 
him, at his own discretion, the advantage of manceuvring offen- 
sively in the direction of San Luis de Potosi, after being partially 
reinforced with some of the new regiments of volunteers. The 
suggestion would be unnecessary but for the intimations he has 
received to stand.on the defensive. 

Another painful rumor, generally credited, reached me yester- 
day—the capture, at Encarnacion, some 60 miles in advance of Sal- 
tillo, of Majors Bolen and Gaines, and about 80 men of the Ar- 
kansas and Kentucky mounted volunteers. The private letter, 
from a highly intelligent officer at Saltillo, represents that not a 
shot was fired by either party. 

I shall esteem myself happy if, contrary to present hopes, I shall 
soon be able to contradict both, or either of these painful rumors. 

To elucidate my position, acts, and expectations, I enclose, here- 
with, copies of many papers. Letters from Major General Patter- 
son, Commodore Connor, Brevet Brigadier General Worth, Colonel 
Harney, Commander Saunders, of the United States ship St. Mary’s, 
and Captain Hetzell, senior of the quartermaster’s department at 
this place, together with letters from me to each of those officers, 
except Commodore Cofinor, to whom I have not written directly 
since December 27. 

I also put under cover my letter to the commanding officer at 
Matamoras, respecting a Seizure of certain goods, now in charge 
of the military authority there. Please see, in connexion, the let- 
ter to me from Brevet Brigadier General Worth. By whom the 
goods were originally seized, for whose benefit, or under what pre- 
text, 1 have not had time to inquire; but the marshal of Texas, 
with a lawyer, has called upon me to revoke my order in the case, 
so as to enable him (the marshal) to get a colorable possession of 
the property. Believing that there was something mysterious, if 
not wrong, in the pursuit; that the goods had never been within 
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the limits of Texas, and that the whole case had been placed be- 
fore the Secretary of the Treasury, I would not revoke the instruc- 
tions I had given. The property, of course, will be held, so far 
as I am concerned, until the Secretary of the Treasury, or the gov- 
ernment, shall decide the question. | 

It wàill be seen by the papers, including the proceedings of the 
general court martial in the case, that Colonel Harney, after his 
trial, and under my renewed order directing him to proceed to Mon- 
terey, &c., addressed a letter, in a proper tone of submission, to 
Brevet Brigadier General Worth; and that, thereupon, contrary to 
my original intention, I gave that general instructions to place the 
colonel in command of the regular dragoons (parts of the Ist 
and 2d regiments) of the expedition. 

Colonel Curtis's Ohio regiment of volunteers, at Matamoras, 
heretofore mentioned in some of my letters, I have finally deter- 
mined to leave under the orders of Major General Taylor, accord- 
ing to his wish, and that of Major General Butler; and because a 
sufficient number of the new volunteers are likely to be up before 
the arrival of the transports to take the troops now ready to em- 
bark with me. 

I hope in a day or two, by arrivals here, to receive such infor- 
mation of supplies in arrear as to allow me to proceed with 3590 
men, on board the steamer Massachusetts, to Tampico, &c. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, your most 
obedient servant, . 
| WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Hon. W. L. Marcy, 

Secretary of War. 


P. S. Another detachment of the New York volunteers, under 
the command of Captain Shaw, has just been reported to me as on 
board the ship Isabel, off this bar. The detachment took on board 
water for thirty-five days only, and has now a supply for nine 
days, with rations for bout twenty, having consumed a large part 
of both water and provisions at anchor befqre sailing. Of course 
I should land the detachment at once, but that a part of the regi- 
ment is already at or near Lobos, equally, I suppose, short of water. 
Little or none can be obtained there. This is quite an embar- | 
rassment, considering our deficiency in lighters here, and at the. 
mouth of the Rio Grande. All the transports from the Mississippi 
e Mobile, were ordered by me to take water for seventy days at 
east. 


W. S. 
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Convmodore Connor to .Major General Scott. 


U.S. Frigate RARITAN, 
Anton Lizardo, January 11, 1847. 


Sin: Your esteemed favor of the 23d ultimo was received two 
days since, by the United States ship Albany, from Pensacola. 

I had received, some days previously, communications from the 
Navy Department, apprizing me of your being about to take com- 
mand of the army in Mexico, and of the joint operations contem- 
plated against the enemy. In the prosecution of these measures, 
you may rely on the cordial co-operation of the naval forces under 
my command. 

In consequence of some apprehensions being entertained of an 
attack from Mexican privateers, supposed to be fitting out in the 
Island of Cuba, I despatched the St. Mary’s some days since to the 
Brassos, for the protection of the transports before that place. 
Commander Saunders is directed to perform any service you may 
require of him; and as I attach little credit to the report concern- 
ing the privateers, the St. Mary’s might be withdrawn from the 
Brassos, without much risk to the transports, to ca:ry your des- 
patches to me, or to Tampico, should you wish to communicate 
with that place. I would employ steamboats for the purpose of 
communicating with you, but unfortunately, with the exception of 
the Princeton, (and she is in very bad condition, and scarcely fit to 
keep the sea,) I have no steamer that is capable of making the pas- 
sage to the Brassos with certainty or safety at this season of the 

ear. 

d My information from the shore, in regard to the movements of 
the enemy, has not of late been either so full or so exact as could 
be desired. From a source, however, which I believe may be re- 
lied upon, I learn that there are now about one thousand men in 
the castle; and in the town, eighteen hundred effective men, inde- 
pendent of the town militia, who do not amount to one thousand 
men. The provisions in the town or castle seldom or never exceed 
a supply for three or foyr days. In this matter all accounts con- 
cur. I am not aware of there being any regular force of any con- 
sequence between Vera Cruz and Mexico. "There possiby may be 
a regiment or more at Xalapa, and also at La Puebla, and the city 
of Mexico; but this I think doubtful, as great exertions have been 
made by Santa Ánna to assemble the whole regular force of the 
country at San Luis. The national guards, or such numbers as can 
be armed, have in some instances garrisoned the towns, from which 
the troops of the line have been withdrawn. Such, it is believed, 
has been the case in most, if not all of those above mentioned. Iam, 
therefore, of opinion, little opposition is to be expected from any- 
thing like a regular army in your descent on the coast, or from any 
other force than that within the city of Vera Cruz. Nor do I be- 
lieve it in the power of the Mexican government to assemble a 
force in a reasonable time in the neighborhood of the city sufficient 
for its protection. 

No neutral vessels are permitted to enter or depart from the har- 
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bor of Vera Cruz, except the English steam packets that arrive on 
the 14th and sail on the 2d of every month. Your agents may 
either avail themselves of these vessels, which I will direct to be 
boarded at their departure, or be conveyed on board the vessels 
blockading the port, by means of the fishing boats, which are still 
allowed to pass out to sea for the purpose of fishing. 

The vessels of the squadron have all been withdrawn from Tam- 
pico; but I will send one to that place without delay, for the pur- 
pose of bringing any despatch you may find it convenient to send 
to that place for me. 

I am informed there is good shelter at the Isle of Lobos for any 
number of vessels; but no water is to be obtained there. Never- 
theless, it is highly important the transports employed should be 
well found with ground tackle, to enable them, even in the most 
sheltered positions, to ride out in safety the sudden and violent 
gale from the north, so frequent at this season of the year. This 
anchorage is considered one of the best and safest on the coast, yet 
in the gale of the 24th of November, three vessels either foundered 
or were driven on shore from their anchors in this road, and lost. 
A gale is now blowing, in which, during the last night, this ship 
parted one of her best cables, and was only saved from imminent 
danger of being wrecked, by others which were down bringing 
her up. 

Some reduction has occurred lately in the naval force in the 
gulf, by the withdrawal of the Cumberland and Mississippi. Still, 
it is probable I should be able to land upwards of six hundred sea- 
men and marines. ` 

I have the honor, &c., &c., 


D. CONNOR. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, 2p Division, ARM oF OCCUPATION, 
Tampico, January 24, 1847. 

SiR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note 
of the 6th instant, from Matamoras, inclosing despatches for Major 
General Taylor, ‘which reached me at Victoria on the 14th instant, 
and were delivered to the general, at that place, the same day. 

I have to report my arrival at this place yesterday, with the 1st 
regular division, under command of Brigadier General Twiggs. 
The 1st brigade of the second division of volunteers, commanded 
by Brigadier General Pillow, will be in this vicinity to-day; and 
the 2d brigade, with Brigadier General Quitman, will reach the 
same ground to-morrow. | 

I have not yet received a return of General Twiggs’s command, 
having only joined him on the route. The I of the 2d 
division is 3,714. The aggregate of regulars and volunteers under 
the command, at present, of Brigadier General Shields, agreeably to 
a return received this morning, is 1,726. The force under General 
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Twiggs is not far from 1,460. So that the grand aggregate of the 
troops in this vicinity is 6,900.* 
I have the honor to be, &c., &c., | 
R. PATTERSON,: 
. Major General, U. S. A., Commanding. 
First Lieut. H. L. Scort, 
Aide-de-camp, &c., &c., Head-quarters of the Army, &c. 


HEAD:QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos San Iago, January 29, 1847. 


Siz: I wrote to Brigadier General Shields, then commanding at 
Tampico, on the 13th and the 21st instant—the second letter by 
the steamer Massachusetts; but, as she has not returned, though 
many days behind time, I have not a line in reply. 8 

I hope you and the brigades of Twiggs, Pillow, and Quitman, 
are all at Tampico. A letter from Major General Taylor, af the 
15th instant, informs me that he had given you that destination. 

Transports have been taken up, in New Orleans, for all the 
troops who are to compose my expedition, and embarked here and 
at Tampico. They will begin to arrive, probably, about the same 
time at both places. Not one is, yet, as far as we know, off this 
bar; but the troops from Saltillo and Monterey (regulars) are at 
hand. | 

The troops with you may begin to embark as soon as you hare 
transports—the infantry first, for two reasons: Ist. Horses suffer 
more on board ship than men; and 2d. It is doubtful whether we 
shall have, in all, transports to accommodate the Tennessee horse 
with you, or other volunteer cavalry. 

Embark no battery of light artillery until you again see or hear 
from me. "The garrison of Tampico to be left. You will desig- 
nate provisionally, say one company of artillery, and three hun- 
dred infantry, the latter mostly or entirely volunteers. On my 
arrival, and after consultation with you, I shall be more definite 
on these points, and, at the same time, name the commander of the 
garrison. | > l 

Brigadier General Shields has with him, I think, no organized 
brigade of volunteers. It is my intention to embrace him in the 
expedition, and to furnish him with a suitable command under 

ou. 

At least four new regiments of volunteers are up with this place; 
er are known to be this side of New Orleans; but the ordnance, 
ordnance stores, and boats of debarkation, may be not so near me. 
I am waiting for information on those matters, for the arrival of 
transports for the regulars in this neighborhood, and for the return 


Norz.— The force under Brevet Brigadier General Worth, is 3,260. Five regiments of 
new volunteers, (say) 3,500. So that the grand aggregate of General Scott's expedition 
will be 13,660. Of this number, including the garrison to be left at Tampico, 5,741 are 


regulars. 
H. L. SCOTT, 4. 4. 4. General. 
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of the Massachusetts. In her, I hope to be at Tampico in less than 
ten days. 

Let all transports, as soon as troops are on board, proceed to the 
general rendezvous behind the island of Lobos. See general 
orders No, 1, and my note of the 21st instant to Brigadier General 
Shields. : 

I remain, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Major General R. PATTERSON, 

United States Volunteers, Commanding &c., &c. 


0 


Brigadier General Worth to Major General Scott. 


Pato Auto, January 30, 1847. 


GENERAL: The bearer of this will present to your consideration 
a very remarkable case, seeming to call for the interposition of 
your authority. I heard some time since of this seizure. At that 
time, the principle involved in the case had not been laid down by 
the treasury; but, since, rules adverse, if you please, to the impor- 
ters, have been established—meantime, however, the property was 
held under military guard, subject to the decision at Washington, 
where the matter was submitted by the party interested. Pending 
that arbitrament, and in a case involving the right of a neutral, the 
marshal of Texas presents himself on the west bank of the Rio 
Grande, and demands this property, in order to take itto Galveston 
for adjudication. How comes that officer, of rightful authority, 
beyond his jurisdiction? He cannot cross that boundary to arrest 
a murderer, much less to exercise civil authority; and how Colonel 
Clarke could relinquish his hold of the property, is, to my mind, 
totally inexplicable. i 

Very respectfully yours, . 
W. J. WORTH. 


Major General Scott to Colonel JN. S. Clarke, or commanding 
oficer United States forces at Matamoras. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE Ary, 
Brassos San Iago, January 31, 1847. 


Sin: A case of great apparent hardship has just been presented 
to me, relating to the seizure of certain goods, some time since, 
belonging to the commercial house of Charles Ulhde & Co., of 
Matamoras, which goods are now said to be stored in that city, 
under the care of our military authority. It is further alleged that 
those goods are now demanded by the marshal of Texas, in order 
to be transferred to Galveston for adjudication, although they were 
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never landed on the left bank of the Rio Grande, and; therefore, 
it may be never within the limits of Texas. 

As the legality of the seizure is understood now to be before the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and that his decision may be daily 
expected, I think it my duty to desire you not to allow, in the 
meantime, the said goods to be transferred from their present place 
of deposit. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos Santiago, February 1, 1847. 


Sır: I have to request that you will please run down in your 
ship to the harbor behind the island of Lobos, to give protection, 
advice, and it may be, assistance, to any of the ships of my expe- 
dition ordered to await further orders at that general rendez- 
vous. 

I may be detainéd here several days longer, waiting for the trans- 
ports to receive the troops in this neighborhood and at Pampico, 
and those ships, I know, are detained at New Orleans, waiting for 
water casks in the hands of coopers. 

I think you have a copy of my general order, No. 6, respecting 
the new volunteer; regiments. A part of one (the South Caro- 
lina regiment) has, by some mistake, sailed from Mobile direct for 
Lobos, and the remaining parts will no doubt follow; all without 
calling off this place. It is now too late to correct the mistake; at 
De it remain until my arrival at Lobos. 

I hope to be at Tampico by the 6th instant, at Lobos by the 10th, 
and up with Commodore Connor by the 15th. | 

If an opportunity should offer, please communicate this hasty 
note to the commodore. 

I cannot ask you to remain any given number of days about Lo- 
bos, but may hope to find you there. 

With great respect, &c., 


e 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Commander SAUNDERS, 
Commanding U. S. ship St. Mary's. 


HEAD-QUARTRERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos Santiago, February 2, 1847. 


SIR: 1. It is understood by official information received here 
from Washington and New Orleans, that a sufficient number of 
transports may now be expected off this bar, in a very few days, to 
receive General Worth’s division, in the neighborhood, consisting 
say of 3,300 men and 730 horses, (besides officers? horses,) and 
5,000 men, with officers’ horses only, at Tampico. 

2. À portion of those transports, as fast as they arrive, must be 
assigned to General Worth’s division, and the remainder to Tam- 

kd 
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pico, to receive there, atleast, the number of men and horses stated 
above, and if practicable, 500 cavalry men, and their horses in 
addition. | 

3. To enable your department to provide the transportation for 
the men and horses, given in the first paragraph above, by an early 
day, (say,) at this place by the 10th instant at the latest, and at 
Tampico by the 13th or 15th, any deficiency in transports must, as 
far as practicable, be made up by means of vessels here, belonging 
to the department or in its hire, including steamers, ships, brigs, 
and even schooners. 

4. But itis known that the craft, of every description in this 
harbor and off its bar, are deficient in extra water casks for troops 
— men and horses; and further, that with our deficiency in lighters, 
(small steamers to communicate with large craft off this bar, and 
that at the mouth of the Rio Grande,) combined with stormy 
weather,it will be as tedious as difficult, to fill the extra casks that 
may be obtained with fresh water, some ten miles up the Rio 
Grande. Nevertheless, you will go on, as orally directed some 
time since, with all preliminary arrangements, to avoid delay, and 
meet the contingency of the non-arrival of sufficient transports from 
the northeast. , 

5. We are advised that six of the expected ships will be loaded 
with full water casks; but itis feared that those ships may not 
touch here, but proceed directly to the appointed general rendez- 
vous, behind the island of Lobos. That water there, will be a 
great resource, and may be allowed for to some extent, in the em- 
barkation to be made here. Hence, if a part of General Worth’s 
division should sail with only water sufhcient for thirty, or even 
twenty days, it may suffice. 

To the foregoing limitations I will add the following: 1. General 
Worth's division must, if practicable, be supplied with good and 
sufficient means of transportation, at the latest, by the 10th instant; 
sooner, I hope. 2. Next, all the remaining transports that you can 
possibly obtain, must be promptly despatched to- Tarpico, where, 
if provided with casks, water may be much móre easily obtained 
than in this neighborhood; that is, transportation for as many men 
and horses as I give in the first paragraph abóve, and, if possible, 
for the additions in the following paragraph. Should you not be 
able, from this place, is above, to provide for those additions (with- 
out sending to New Orleans) by the 15th instant, I may send back 
to Tampico, from Lobos,the ships freighted with water, (mentioned 
above,) after discharging that water into the emptied casks of 
transports in that harbor. Imention this as another resource which ` 
you may be compelled to take into your calculations. 

I give the foregoing general instructions for yom guidance, ex- 
pecting to embark in a day or two for Tampico, Lobos, &c., having 
the greatest confidence in your judgment, zeal and energy. 


Yours, very respectfully, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Captain A. R. Herzen, 
or senior officer of the 
U. S. Quartermaster’s department, Brassos. 
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P. S. Iam glad to learn from you that the six ships, freighted 
with water, are expected to touch here. 

I must not omit to say that some fuel, for cooking, will be 
needed in all ships with troops. 

I have already discussed and arranged with you the details of 
the early land transportation train, say, of one hundred wagons 
with mule teams, to accompany, or to follow closely, the troops of 
my expedition. If successful in making the descent on the ene- 
my’s coast near Vera Cruz, I may, in a very few weeks, say 
in three, need a much more considerable train of wagons and 
packs; sufficient for an army of (say) ten thousand men. A por- 
tion of this large addition I may hope to capture from the enemy, 
or to purchase in his country. 

W. S. 


Brassos San Iago, February 2, 1847. 


Sır: In reply to a communication I had the honor to receive from 
the commanding general this morning, I have to state, that 
the 12 vessels chartered in New Orleans for the transportation of 
troops from this place to Lobos, or elsewhere, the arrival of which 
may be hourly expected, the six fitted up for troops will carry, 
conveniently, four hundred men each, and the others from 175 to 
200 horses, with the officers, and men necessary to take care of 
them on the passage. These vessels, then, will suffice, excluding 
the Massachusetts, for the transportation of the force to be em- 
barked here, together with the animals required for the“ early land 
transportation train.? ; 

The steamers that may be considered as almost certainly avail- 
able for the movement in contemplation, are.the Massachusetts, 
Alabama, Eudora, McKim, Virginia, and Edith. "These vessels will 
carry 1,900 men. 

Five vesgohr have already been chartered capable of carrying 800 
men, besides supplies. For the transportation of the remaining 
2,300, assuming that 5,000 are to be embarked at Tampico, vessels 
will be forthwith chartered. 

For the transportation of the wagons, tools, implements, &c., 
for the quartermaster's department, vessels have already been taken 
up, and the articles are already on board, or ready to be put on 
board, as soon as the weather will admit of it. 

Of the six vessels freighted with water, four of them may reason- 
ably be expected to be here either to-day or to-morrow. These 
vessels may probably be used, to a certain extent, for the trans- 
pud of the troops. Still they will not enter into my calcu- 

ations, and ample transportation be provided independent thereof. 
With much respect, &c., &c., 
A. R. HETZEL, 


Captain, A. Quartermaster. 
To H. L. Scott, 


A. A. A. General. 
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Correspondence accompanying the proceedings of the court martial 
in (he case of Col. W. S. Harney. 


Camp Pace, Texas, 
January 28, 1847. 


Sır : I feel deeply indebted to Major General Scott, for his 
magnanimity in allowing me to select the members of my court, 
but there are many reasons why I should decline this privilege. It 
is sufficient that I regard the charge on which I am to be tried as 
involving a general principle, which shall not be decided by a court. 
of my friends, or persons from whom I should look for favor, but 
by impartial judges who are to render judgment in a case where 
the rights of all are concerned. Wholly concurring in the views 
entertained by Major General Scott, “ in the honor of our officers 
generally and almost universally,? I leave with him the entire 
selection of the court, requesting to be excluded the first and third 
ofücers named on the list which you enclosed. In regard to the 
feelings of personal hostility alluded to by Major General Scott, I 
am notaware that any act of mine can indicate such a feeling 
towards General Scott, so clearly as his own attempt to remove 
me from my proper command will evince in the estimation of all. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

| WILLIAM S. HARNEY, 
Colonel 2d Dragoons. 


Lieutenant H. L. Scott, 4. D. C. 


| HgAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos Santiago, January 30, 1847. 


Sır : Major General Scott has instructed me to say, that the ap- 
plication of Col. W. S. Harney, 2d dragoons, for any endorsement 
or letter written by Brigadier General Worth, on forwarding 
` Colonel Harney’s letter of the 23d instant, is irregular, and cannot 
be granted. Brigadier General Worth is himself at hand, and can 
be required to give oral testimony in the case if needed. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


H. L. Scort, 4. A. A. G. 


To Captain W. W. MACKALL, 
A. D. C., Judge Advocate general court martial. 


GENTLEMEN or THE Court: In answer to General Scott's re- 
fusal to give up the letter or endorsement, written by Brevet 
Brigadier General Worth, in fqywarding my remonstrance of the 
23d instant, I beg leave to state that, it is not for General Scott 
to decide what evidence may or may not be proper for this court 
to receive in my defence, that it is a matter for the decision of 
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the court, and it is to be presumed the members are fully compe- 
tent to decide the question without any instruction, from the com- 
manding general of the army. In my letter yesterday to the judge 
advocate, I stated that I considered this document important to 
my defence ; in my letter of the 23d, I alluded to my recent con- 
duct which had come under the notice of General Worth, and I 
desire to know what he may have said on the szbject. As the 
whole testimony on the part of the prosecution is documentary; is 
it not right and just to allow me the use of such documents as 
may aid to my acquittal? Why were General Scott's letters sent 
before the court, if oral testimony is more regular, when the 
writer is at hand. Indeed, I do not see how General Worth’s 
endorsement can be separated from the main document, and I am 
sure if he had made any statements derogatory to my capacity to 
command, that they would have been produced on the part of the 
prosecution. I am entitled to General Worth's oral testimony I 
know, but I prefer this document, and Ileave it to the court to 
decide whether I am entitled to this letter or not. 
Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM S. HARNEY, 
Colonel 2d dragoons. 


Court room, January 31st, 1847. 


| HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos, San Iago, January 31, 1847. 


SIR: I have just received your note as judge advocate of the 
general court martial, of which Colonel Clarke is president, giving 
me the decision of the court that a certain letter to me, from 
Brevet Brigadier General Worth, transmitting one of the 23d in- 
stant, from Colonel Hafney to me, is legal evidence, which de- 
cision orders you, as judge advocate, to require of me that paper, 
viz: the said letter to me, from Brevet Brigadier General Worth, 
although I had, by a note to you of yesterday, declined, on the 
call of Colonel Harney, to furnish that letter, on the ground ex- 
pressly stated, that that general officer was near at hand, and might 
be called to testify to the zeal, &c., of Colonel Harney. 

I am much surprised at the order and the demand of the honor- 
able court in this matter, considering that all official correspond- 
ence between a general-in-chief and the principal commanders of 
corps under him, is necessarily confidential, (and not public, as the 
court supposes,) until duly published by the proper authority. I 
might well, therefore, on that and other grounds, refuse compliance 
with the most unusual and ‘impolitic order of the court; but having 
no time to combat strange propositions, and wishing Colonel Har- 
ney to have, in his own defence the benefit of every thing that 
may conduce to his exculpation from error, I send the paper in 
question. | 

There was no endorsement by Brevet Brigadier General Worth, 
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on the letter in question, from Colonel Harney, that I recollect. 
The original has been furnished to the judge advocate. 
I remain, respectfully, yours, ; 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Captain W. W. MACKALL, | | 
A. A. G., and Judge Advocate of, &c. &c. 


- 


HEAD-QUARTERS, 2p Division, 
Rio Grande, January 24, 1847. 


Sır: I have the honor to forward herewith a communication 
just received for transmission, from Colonel Harney. Having 
already trespassed freely upon the general-in-chief on this subject, 
I forbear any remark other than to say, that since joining me, 
Colonel Harney has evinced high zeal, energy, and enthusiasm. 
No one has expressed a livelier anxiety for the success of General 
Scott's expedition, or deeper solicitude to serve under his orders. 
He has availed himself of several occasions to give utterance to 
honorable impulses and sentiments. | 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. WORTH, 
Brevet Brigadier General. 
To Lieutenant Scorr, 


A. D. C., A. A. A. G. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
No. 11. Brassos Santiago, February 2, 1847. 


1. At a general court martial convened at or near the mouth of 
the Rio Grande, pursuant to general orders No. 5, of the 28th ult., 
and of which Colonel N. S. Clarke, 6th igfantry, is president, was 
tried Colonel W. S. Harney, 2d regiment f dragoons, on the fol- 
lowing charge and specifications: 

Charge.—Disobedience of orders and insubordinate conduct. 

Specification first. In this, that Colonel W. S. Harney, 2d regi- 
ment of dragoons, having been instructed by Major General Win- 
field Scott, commanding the army, in an official communication 
bearing date Brassos Santiago, 22d January, 1847, to relinquish the 
command of that portion of his (the said Colonel Harney’s) regi- 
ment which had reached Matamoras, and then to repair to the head- 
quarters of, and personally to report to, Major General Taylor, did 
fail to set out as instructed as aforesaid. 

Specification second. In this, that the said Colonel W. S. Har- 
ney, 2d regiment of dragoons, did, after having relinquished the 
command of the troops aforesaid, as instructed as aforesaid, resume 
the command of the same, and that, after receiving the reiterated 
orders of Major General Scott, dated Brassos Santiago, January 24, 
1847, and in defiance of such repeated orders. This near Matamo- 
ras, Mexico, on or about the 25th of January, 1847. 
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To which the accused pleaded as follows: 

To the first specification, ** Guirrv.? 

To the second specefication, ** Guir Tv? 

To the charge, GuirTv, except the Words ‘and insubordinate 
conduct.“ . 

The court, after deliberation on the testimony adduced, find the 
accused, Colonel W. S. Harney, 2d dragoons, as follows: 

Of the first specification, confirm his plea, guilty. 

Of the second specification, confirm his plea, guilty. 

Of the charge, confirm his plea, guilty of disobedience of orders, 
not guilty of insubordinate conduct. 

Sentence.—And the court do, therefore, sentence the said Colo- 
nel W. S. Harney, 2d regiment of dragoons, ** to be reprimanded in 
general orders.” 

‘¢ The court, in awarding this mild sentence, is moved by the be- 
lief that the accused has acted under the impression that he could 
not legally be ordered, against his consent, to separate himself 
from the principal portion of his regiment; and while he has, in 
the belief of the court, been influenced by a laudable desire to lead 
his regiment into battle, he has overlooked the paramount impor- 
tance, especially with an army in the field, of an immediate and an 
unhesitating obedience to orders.” 

2. The general-in-chief approves the sentence in this case, which 
he remits. 

3. The general court martial, of which Colonel Clarke is presi- 
dent, is dissolved. 

4. Colonel Harney,.therefore, is released from arrest, and will 
proceed to execute the instructions which he received from the 
general-in-chief on the 24th ultimo. 

By command of Major General Scott. 

H. L. SCOTT, 
A. A. A. G. 


Q 
Camp Pace, Texas, 
February 3, 1847. 


Sır: Having sought the decision of my peers, in an amicable, 
not insubordinate spirit, on a question which I conceived, it seems 
erroneously, very seriously involved my rights, and a decision hav- 
ing been E against me, I cheerfully, as bound in duty and 
honor, submit myself to my fate, seriously and deeply lamenting 
that untoward circumstances should debar me from participating in 
a service which pande so strongly appeals to the soldiership . 
and patriotism of every officer. As the order is reiterated to pro- 
ceed to the head-quarters of General Taylor, I beg to be informed 
if it is necessary I should move in advance of Captain Hunter's 
company. ' 

I am, very respectfully, | 
WM. S. HARNEY, 
Colonel 2d Dragoons. 

Captain W. W. Macxatt, A. A. General. , 


Endorsed as follows: 
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Respectfully submitted for consideration of the general-in- 
chief. | 
W. J. WORTH, 
Col., &c., Brevet Brigadier General. 


Lieut. H. L. Scott, A. A. A. General, to Colonel W. S. Harney. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos Santiago, February 3, 1847. 


Sin: Major General Scott has instructed me to say, that your 
communication of the present date, addressed to the assistant ad- 
jutant general at Brigadier General Worth’s head-quarters, has 
been referred to him, and that you will please report to Brevet 
Brigadier General Worth for duty. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. L. SCOTT, 
A. A. A. General. 


Lieutenant H. L. Scott, A. A. A. General, to Brigadier General 
W. J. Worth. 
HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos Santiago, February 3, 1847. ` 


Sir: I enclose, herewith, a letter for Colonel Wm. S. Harney, 
2d dragoons, and I am instructed by the general-in-chief to say, 
that you will, upon assigning Colonel Harney to the command of 
the dragoons, disassociate the cavalry and rifles, and say, Major 
Sumner will continue in the command of the rifles until the regi- 
ment shall be united under its colonel.” | 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. L. SCOTT, 
4. A. A. General. 


No. 10. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos San Iago, February 5, 1847. 


Sır: The schooner for New Orleans, with my letter to you of 
yesterday, having failed to get off, gives me theopportunity of en- 
closing herewith a copy of a letter received from Major General 
Taylor. 

It will be seen in that letter, that the rumor respecting the loss 
of Lieutenant Richey, with the important despatches I mentioned 
yesterday, is confirmed. 
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I am happy to add that the silence of Major General Taylor, in 
respect to the rumored capture of the mounted volunteers, in the 
neighborhood of Encarnacion, leaves room to hope that they are 
in safety. 

One transport, from New Orleans, arrived last evening, with a 
l. that several others, to receive troops, might soon be ex- 

ected. 

i The very limited number of regular medical officers will not, I 
think, give more than one for every two transports. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with high respect, your most obe- 
dient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Hon. Secretary or War. 


HEADQUARTERS Army oF Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, January 26, 1847. 


Sin: I respectfully report my arrival at this place, on the 
24th instant. After I had left my camp, near Victoria, I received 
Major General Scott’s letter, of December 20, and was advised, at 
the same time, of the murder of Lieutenant Richey, 5th infantry, 
and the loss of despatches conveyed by that officer. 

It seems that on reaching the town of Villa Gran, on the 13th 
„instant, Lieutenant Richey separated himself from his escort, for 
the purpose of purchasing provisions and forage; that he was as- 
saulted by a gang of desperadoes, lassoed and brutally put to death. 
He had been despatched to my head-quarters, by Major General 
Butler, with some communications, the most important being Gen- 
eral Scott’s original instructions to me, of January 3d. Those in- 
structions, with other despatches found on Lieutenant Richey’s 
person, were doubtless forwarded to San Luis. Every effort was 
made, by the offer of rewards, &c., to recover the despatches and 
apprehend the murderers, but, it is feared, without success. I have, 
however, in custody a Mexican, who is unquestionably criminated 
in the affair. 

On reaching this place, I found that Major General Butler had 
punctually carried out the instructions of the general-in-chief. 
The recruits for the 3d infantry, however, were retained here, and 
I only wait advices from General Scott’s head-quarters to put them 
in march for the mouth of the river. 

We hear from the interior that General Santa Anna has certainly 
been elected president, and Gomes Farias, vice president of the 
republic. The former, at the last advices from San Luis, had gone 
thence to the capital. The army is represented to be suffering for 
want of supplies, and the Congress seems unwilling or unable to 
vote the necessary appropriations. | 

From the direction of Durango, we learn that an action took 
place at the Paso del Norte, between a detachment of troops from 
Santa Fé and a Mexican force, which had marched from Chihua- 
hua, resulting in the defeat and dispersion of the latter with con- 


Ex. Doc. No. 56. | 81 


siderable loss. It is présumed that our troops are now in posses- 
sion of Chihuahua. ga - 
I am, sir, very respectfu our obedient servant 
d t mm Z. TAYLOR, 
Major Gen. U. S. A. Com. 
Lieut. H. L. Scorr, i 
Aid-de-Camp, &c. 


, No. 11. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos San lago, February 12, 1847. 


SIR: In my last despatch (February 5th) I reported that one 
transport, to receive troops, had arrived. She took on board, the 
day following, the greater part of the 8th infantry and sailed for 
Lobos. Of the other ships for the same purpose, taken up.at New 
Orleans, by Brevet Major General Jesup, and which were to have 
sailed, by the first appointment, about the 24th ultimo, not one has 
reported here, and so of the ten ordered by you (in your memoran- 
dum to the quartermaster general of December 15th) to be sent, 
in ballast, from the north. We are now nearly a month behind the 
time appointed by me (in November) for the assemblage of the 
whole expedition off this bar; the troops here and at Tampico are 
eager for the descent. Mexico is assembling a powerful army (in 
numbers) to meet us at Vera Cruz or in the vicinity, and our trans- 
ports, ordnance, ordnance stores, &c., are yet nearly all behind. 

We are now, perhaps, nearly at the end of a long continued 
ER and cannot yet tell what new vessels have arrived off the 

ar. 

We have,no later official intelligence from Major General Tay- 
lor than that communicated in my letter to the department on the 
5th instant; but an officer who left Monterey on the 28th ultimo, 
confirms the rumored capture of Major Borland and some fifty of the 
Arkansas mounted regiment. It seems that Major Gaines and the 
Kentuckians, included in the rumor, were not present. 

We have certain intelligence, though not official, that a transport, 
with three or four companies of the Louisiana volunteers, was 
stranded some thirty miles south of Tampico, about the 6th instant, 
and rumor adds, that the detachment was captured the same day. 
This Į do not credit. That transport did not call off this bar. 

In my present cruel uncertainties in respect to the approach of 
transports, ordnance, ordnance stores, &c., &c., I cannot name a 
day for my personal departure to the south. The Alabama steamer 
m arrive to-morrow and relieve me. | 

have not received a line from you of a date later than the 4th 
ultimo. The papers, under a blank envelope, respecting the appre- 
hended smuggling of Colt’s arms into Mexico, have been duly at- 
tended to. l 
I put under cover, herewith, copy of a letter from Commodore 
6 
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Connor, dated January 18th; a memorandum from Captain Hetzel, 
senior assistant quartermaster here, dated February 9th, and a copy 
of my letter to Major General Patterson, dated February 9th. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, your most 
obedient servant, . 
| WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Hon. W. L. Marcy, 

Secretary of War. 


UNITED States Sne RARITAN, 
Anton Lizardo, January 18, 1847. 


Sin: Your esteemed favor of the 26th ultimo, accompanied by a 
duplicate of your communication, of December 23d, dated at New 
Orleans, was handed to me yesterday afternoon, by Lieutenant 
Rains. My reply to the latter was despatched, some days since, to 
Brassos Santiago, in a prize schooner, under charge of Lieutenant 
Commanding Smith. By this time it has probably reached its ad- 
dress. : 

The present would be the most favorable time for the contem- 
plated attack upon Vera Cruz. "There is every reason to believe 
the information contained in my former communication, as to the 
force now in the castle and town, correct. Provisions for the gar- 
rison are obtained with the greatest difficulty, and in quantities suf- 
ficient only to last from day to day. "The supplies at present in 
the castle may be, perhaps, enough for a week, or ten days, at the 
utmost, all accounts agreeing that there are no salt provisions in 
either. So far as I am able to judge, I am of opinion, that if four 
or five thousand troops could be landed in the neighborhood of 
Vera Cruz, by the end of this month or the beginning of the next, 
so as completely to invest the place, and cut off all communication 
with the Ge E its surrender, in less than ten days, with that of 
the castle, would be certain, and probably without the necessity of 
firing a gun. 

The best point for landing can readily be ascertained on your ar- 
rival, after an examination of the coast. Indeed, in my opinion, 
there are but two points at all eligible for this purpose—one on the 
beach, due west from Sacrificios, the other on the shores of this 
anchorage. 

I have already given you such information as I possessed in re- 
lation to the anchorage at Lobos. It is perfectly safe and easy of 
access— Blunt's Coast Pilot" contains full and exact directions 
for the entrance. Pilots can be procured, should they be deemed 
necessary, at Tampico. 

I would advise, by all means, that the transports which pass Lo- 
bos be directed to rendezvous at Anton Lizardo, instead of Sacri- 
ficios. The anchorage at the latter place, not already occupied by 
foreign men of war, is unsafe at this season of the year; that of 
Anton Lizardo, as I have before stated, the safest and best on the 
coast, and sufficiently extensive for two or three hundred sail. No 
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apprehensions are, as yet, entertained at Vera Cruz of the design 
contemp'ated against the place. But it is to be feared that, before 
long, the movements of the army and other indications may excite 
suspicion. It would indeed be greatly to be regretted should so 
favorable an opportunity of making a successful attack on the 
town, as the present, pass without your being able to avail your- 
self of it. 

Accounts received here state that General Wool had joined Gen: 
eral Worth, at Monterey, about the 1st of January. The forces of 
Santa Anna had commenced their advance some days previously 
from San Luis to Saltillo. The return of General Taylor to Mon- 
terey, which, from all accounts, seems likely, will probably have the 

effect of retarding your movements some weeks. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 


D. CONNOR, 


f | Comdg. Home Squadron. 
Major General Scorr. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos Santiago, February 9, 1847. 


Sır: I despatch the sea-going steamer, the Eudora, with impor- 
tant despatches to the senior quartermaster at Tampico, which you 
will please call for and read. 

All the transports, for the reception of the 8,000 men, regulars 
and old volunteers, here and at Tampico, were expected to leave 
New Orleans the 24th ultimo, and to touch at this place, by the Ist 
instant. But one has yet arrived! They were detained, first, for 
the want of extra water casks, and, I now learn, by the mail from 
New Orleans, for the want of seamen. Some of those ships, how- 
ever, are soon expected here, and the quartermaster with me is ta- 
king up some, at hand, to supply deficiencies, as the season for mi- 
litary operations on the coast, south of you, is already short. A 
due proportion of all the means of water transportation, we can 
possibly command, will be sent to receive the 5,000 artillery and 
infantry, at Tampico, intended for my expedition; and I am very 
desirous, also, of taking with me the Tennessee cavalry and a 
greater number of the foot from the same place. Theenemy having 
captured, about the 11th ultimo, my full despatches to Major Gen- 
eral Taylor, with copies of those to Major Gcneral Butler, some- 
where between Monterey and Victoria, a plans, views and means 
are now as well known at San Luis de Potosi, Mexico and Vera 
Cruz,'as at these head-quarters. Hence my exceeding anxiety to 
take with me the largest possible number of troops, and my extreme 
impatience at the non-arrival of sufficient transports. Some, it is 
hoped, may be engaged at Tampico, and the instructions to the 
quartermaster there are on that subject. ; 

The new regiments of volunteers, to accompany me, are the Ist 
and 2d Pennsylvania, the New York, the South Carolina and the 
Louisiana. he whole, or a part, of those regiments has passed 
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south, except the 2d Pennsylvania. "The South Carolina, it is sup- 
posed, sailed, by some mistake committed at New Orleans, direct 
from Mobile to Lobos. 

As transports may arrive at Tampico, I wish you to embark the 
troops under your command, as follows: 1. Twiggs's brigade; 2. 
Pillows brigade, and 3. Quitman's. As I have heretofore said, I 
shall give a brigade to Brigadier General Shields, unless the Pres- 
ident shall have appointed some new brigadiers, with special in- 
structions to place them in command of the new volunteers of my 
expedition. The Tennessee cavalry, as I have also said, I shall en- 
deavor to provide transportation for, independent of any brigade, 
if it be now brigaded. My meaning is, that you will embark that 
regiment last, after all the troops, on foot, shall be afloat. 

I shall throw all the regular troops, except the 500 cavalry, into 
two brigades, under Worth and Twiggs, respectively; and, Lesides 

our division,-I may organize an independent brigade of volunteers. 
But I shall hold the organization of corps, larger than regiments, 
under advisement, until I shall have consulted you. The b 
of Worth and Twiggs will be equalized as near as may be. 

I cannot leave this place for Tampico, &c., until some of the 
cruel uncertainties, in respect to the approach of transports, ord- 
nance and ordnance stores, shall be removed. Sixty odd surf boats, 
out of one hundred and forty, are already up. Iwill make the de- 
scent near Vera Cruz, if not another should arrive. 

When the Massachusetts (steamer) shall appear off the bar 
of Tampico, please send a lighter to take me ashore. 

I remain, sir, with great respect, &c., &c. 


c e 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


P. S. Any volunteers, over and above a reasonable garrison for 
Tampico, which may be obliged to leave in the first instance, it is 
my intention to send for as soon as practicable. 


rigades 


W. S. 


2d P. S. I wish you to detain the Eudora for troops, and, per- 
haps, part of her cabin may do for your head-quarters. The Mas- 
sachusetts, in which I shall embark, will be filled with general staff 
officers and officers of the line. I expect Majors McRee and 
Kirby to join me. 
W. S. 


Major General PATTERSON. 


Memoranda for the Commanding General. ° à 


The six vessels fitted up at New Orleans, for the transportation 
of horses, will carry the dragoons and artillerists, with their horses, 
and those of the general staff and of the field officers of infantry 
and riflemen. I 

The six chartered and fitted up for troops will, with the Edith 
and Massachusetts, carry the balance of the troops of General 
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Worth's division; the Talbot, one of the six, having already sailed 
with upwards of 400. : 

The enclosed statement exhibits the number of vessels, now un- 
der the control of the department, available for the troops to be 
embarked at Tampico, with the number of men they can carry con- 
veniently, and the number they might carry on an emergency. 
From this it will be perceived that there may be a deficiency of 
transportation, say for 1800 men. To remedy this, in some mea- 
sure, the Pharsalia and Medford, capable of carrying conveniently 
from 8 to 900 men, might be forced into the service. 

The quartermaster general, in his letter to me, under date of the 
lst instant, states that seven vessels, freighted with water, had 
sailed from New Orleans: Four of these may, certainly, be ex- 
pected to touch here. He also makes mention of the Yazoo,a ves- 
sel which, not having been chartered when I left New Orleans, I 
can say nothing of her capacity. From these five vessels, however, 
something may reasonably be expected, and, at the lowest average, 
(they) may be assumed as capable of carrying 200 men each. Here, 
then, is transportation for the 5,000 men to be embarked at 
Tampico. 

The master of the Louisa reports three brigs and several schoon- 
ers in the harbor of Tampico, when he left, about a week since. 
To write, therefore, to Major McRee, and require him to secure 
transportation for 500 men certainly, and as many horses as possi- 
ble—relying upon the former as certain—the Eudora, carrying 150 
men and 30 horses, the whole or a portion of the mounted Ten- 
nessee volunteers (500) might be provided for. 

It is possible that one of the six vessels mentioned in the first 
paragraph of this memorandum will also be available for the troops 
at Tampico. "They are represented as capable of cariping from 120 
to 250 horses—an average of which would be 185—affording means 
of transportation for 1,110 horses, whereas all the horses that are 
to be embarked here do not exceed 850. | 

But if, as I infer to be the case, from a paragraph in a letter from 
the adjutant general to the commanding general, shown to me this 
morning K Lieutenant Williams, the ten transports expected from 
the north have sailed, the means of transportation for 8,000 men 
will be abundant, independent of the Pharsalia and Medford, and 
independent of two or three steamers, which may be used to great 
advantage for other purposes. i 

Respectfully submitted. | 

A. R. HETZEL, 
Captain and A. Q. M. 
Brassos San Iaco, February 9, 1847. 
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Vessels available for the transportation of the troops at Tampico. 


Steam-ship Alabama, 400 men, probablßß e 500 
( 


Do. Virginia, 400 fe ° 00 sese vocsoceeee 500 
Do McKim;* 300 „ e `... ooo eege oo... 350 

Ship Henry Pratt, 300 
Do Mary Flower, 300%“ S TTT 

Do Prentice, 300 
Do Diadem, 350 „ Ve ee 400 
Do Corsair, 206 “ ve deeg, “206 
Do Saldanha, 175 ““ Se EEN rese saves. UU 
Do Brown, 150 “ =e EEN et, 
Do Pensacola, 175 „ We „ 3200 
Do Importer, 150 “ eee “110 
3,206 3,756 


A. R. HETZEL, 


|» Captain and A. Q. M. 
Brassos San Iaco, February 9, 1847. 


No. 12. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Ship Massachusetts, off Lobos, February 28, 1847. 


Sin: I left the Brassos the 15th, and Tampico the 20th instant, 
having done much official business at the latter place in a delay of 
some thirty hours. 

But a small part of the transport engaged at New Orleans, under 
my orders of December 28, 1846, to receive troops at the Brassos 
and Tampico, had reported at the two places, and not one of the 
ten ordered by your memorandum of the 15th of that month, and 
the whole were due at the Brassos on the 15th of January. 

Leaving orders at both places to supply deficiencies, by taking 
up any craft—ships, brigs, and schooners—that might chance to be 
in the way, I hastened to this first general rendezvous, where, as I 
had heard, the small pox had broken out among the volunteers. I 
was also anxious to learn what had become of the 2d Mississippi 
volunteers, which regiment I knew had sailed from New Orleans 
(without its arms) for the Brassos in January, its place of debarka- 
tion, under my general orders, No. 6, of the 30th of that month. 
By the strangest misapprehension or fatality, consequent on obey- 
ing a prior instead of a later order received, I found one of the 
transports of this regiment off Tampico, and the other two here 
neither having called off the Brassos, where the three ships had 
been long, in our difficulties, relied upon to receive other troops. 


* Now known to be in dock at New Orleans, and not expected here in time. 


W.8. 
FEBRUARY 12, 1847. 
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The several detachments of the Mississippians were, as I succes- 
sively came up with them, ordered back to the Brassos; but, con- 
sidering the accidents and delays on this terrible coast, the ships 
cannot be up with me again with troops in time for the descent. 
Indeed the season has already so far advanced, in reference to the 
usual return of the yellow fever on this codst, that I can now only 
wait a day or two longer for Brevet Brigadier General Worth, de- 
layed as above, and for part of the regulars, yet behind with the 
great body of old volunteers, from Tampico. All the troops from 
the Brassos are up, except the field batteries and the cavalry; and 
I am very anxious to have, in the descent, the whole of Pillow’s, 
Quitman's, and Shields's volunteer brigades, now reduced to an 
average of about 430 men per regiment, but become quite efficient 
from tactical instruction and habits of subordination. But,I repeat, 
I cannot wait more than forty-eight hours for any body, except 
Brevet Brigadier General Worth, and Duncan’s and Taylor’s horse 
artillery companies, or for anything behind; and two-thirds of the 
ordnance and ordnance stores, and half the surf boats, are yet un- 
heard of, although Adjutant General Jones reported to me, on the 
23d ultimo, that all those objects had Been then shipped, and were 
under way for the Brassos; and so-he wrote, as I understand him, 
that I might soon expect the ten transports, in ballast, from Atlan- 
tic ports, ordered by you, as arranged with me. 

Perhaps no expedition was ever so unaccountably delayed—by 
no want of foresight, arrangement, or energy on my part, as I dare 
afirm—under circumstances the most critical to this entire army; 
for every body, relied upon, knew from the first, as well as I knew, 
that it would be fatal to us to attempt military operations on the 
coast after, probably, the first week in April, and here we are at 
the end of February. 

Nevertheless, this army is in heart; and, crippled as I am in the 
means required and promised, I shall go forward and expect to take 
Vera Cruz and its castle in time to escape, by pursuing the enemy, 
the pestilence of the coast. | 

As I said in my last report, (of the 12th instant,) I have not 
received a line from you, or one written by your direction, of a 
date later than the 4th ultimo. I , 

I found here, the 21st instant, the 1st and 2d Pennsylvania regi- 
ments; the South Carolina regiment; two-thirds of the Louisiana 
regiment, (since ordered tp join the other third, at Tampico, as 
n of the garrison of that place,) besides the detachments of the 

ississippi regiment, before mentioned, and a third of the New 
York regiment. The latter is now complete, and an eleventh com- 
pany is also up with the South Carolinians. 

The first detachment of the Louisianians, under the colonel, 
(De Russey,) was stranded, as I heretofore reported, nearly oppo- 
site to this island, but succeeded in reaching Tampico. That regi- 
ment, the Maryland and Washington battalion, and one company 
of regular artillery—the whole to be under the command of Colonel. 
Gates, of the army—were designated as the garrison of that city. 
Its field works are by this time finished. 
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It was the 2d Pennsylvania regiment that brought with it a case 
of confluent small pox, and one of varioloid. By landing the 
troops and leaving the patients on board, by ventilation and fumi- 
gation, the spread of the infection has been prevented, and the two 

atients are again well., To-morrow, under the advice of a medical 
ER I shall deem it safe to re-embark the detachments. 

We find this harbor, against northers, even better than I had an- 
ticipated. One has now Been blowing some forty hours, and has 
brought down all the vessels, ready to sail, that were outside of 
` the bars at the Brassos and Tampico. The next will take the fleet 
to Anton Lizardo, whither I am sending off ships with surf boats, 
in order that the latter may be launched, under the care of the 
navy, and held ready for my arrival. 

Captain Saunders, of the United States sloop-of-war St. Mary's, 
has rendered me most valuable services in general, besides landing 
and re-embarking volunteers. "The island has afforded them the 
means of healthy military exercises and tolerable drinking water. 
The few surf-boats launched are admirably adapted to the purposes 
for which they were intended. | 

Herewith I send copies of letters to Brevet Brigadier General 
Worth and to Major General Patterson, together with the report of 
the chief engineer on the defences of Tampico. Copies of many 
orders go [to] the adjutant general. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with high respect, your most 


obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Hon. W. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of War. 


P. S.—This letter is despatched by the schooner (pilot boat) 
Pioneer to New Orleans. | 
W.S. 


Memoranda for General Worth. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos Santiago, February 14, 1847. 


I leave you to finish the embarkation of your troops for Lobos 
and Anton Lizardo. 

The quartermaster’s department here seems confident that it will 
have vessels for all your troops in a few days, and also for 5,000 
men at Tampico. I hope the means may be provided to take off 
1,500 more from that place, with 500 horses of the Tennessee 
mounted regiment. 

Ships being off this bar, fitted up for the reception of horses, I 
ka you may commence at once to embark your cavalry and horse 
artillery. | 

Every transport must be provided with rations, forage, and water 
for thirty days at least; but sooner than stop the embarkation, 
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twenty days) water may suffice for men and horses, the last to em- 
bark. e 

Of the three steamers, the Edith, the Virginia, and the Alabama, 
two are destined as transports from Tampico, and must be despatched 
to that place with short intervals between them. By each of the 
two, as well as by the third, with your own head-quarters on board, 
I desire to receive information from you and the senior quarter- 
master at this place, of every thing interesting to the expedition I 
am to conduct, viz: in respect to the new transports that may ar- 
rive here, the ordnance, ordnance stores, surf boats, &c., of the ex- 
pedition, as well as intelligence of the arrival or approach of new 
regiments of volunteers.—See my general orders, No. 6, of the 30th 
ultimo. 

By the same steamers, as well as by all other vessels, sailing 
hence to join my expedition, I desire that letters, &c., for myself 
and the general staff may be duly forwarded. , 

I prescribe no particular day for your departure hence, in order 
to follow me, but suppose you will remain here until your troops 
.have all embarked or are ready for embarkation, when I know you 
will be eager to join me at Tampico, and, if I am not there, at the 
general rendezvoys behind the island of Lobos. 

Assistant quartermaster Captain Hetzel is instructed to follow 
me, as soon as he shall have seen the troops in this neighborhood 
embarked, with the land train, &c., of the expedition. He will 
probably take with him assistant quartermaster Captain Wayne. 

I wish you to be prepared, on joining me, to give the name of 
each vessel having detachments of your command on board, to- 


gether with the number of the detachment. 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Major General Scott to Commodore D. Conner. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Tampico, February 19, 1847. 


Sır: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two 
letters, dated, respectively, the 11th and 18th ultimo. 

[ arrived off this place yesterday, and am afraid that Í may be 
wine hee some days longer, waiting for the arrival of a sufficient 
number of transports to receive the troops in the 3 
Many ships, with the materiel of the expedition, are also behind, 
though believed to be near at hand; I hope, however, to be uP 
with you, off Anton Lizardo, before the end of the month. I shal 
be in the United States’ steamer Massachusetts, with a pendant at 
the mainmast head, of a blue ground and a square red field in the 
centre. | | 

I doubt not that you will have continued successful in obtain- 
ing information of the enemy's numbers, movements, and designs, 
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about the coast opposite to your anchorage, and for some distance 
in tlie interior, up to my arrival. 
With great respect, &c., &c., &c. 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 


HeEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Tampiéo, February 19, 1847. 


Sig: I am desirous that, after designating a competent garrison 
for the defence of this place, the strength and composition of which 
will be given below, the whole of the remaining forces under your 
command should be promptly embarked and despatched to the har- 
bor behind the island of Lobos, some sixty miles seuth of this 
place, there to await further orders. 

The embarkation will be made in the order of the rank of the 
four brigadier generals under your command, commencing with 
Briga ier General Twiggs’s brigade, and other EE 

If possible, I desire that transportation may be found by the 
quartermaster's department, for both the men and horses of the 
Tennessee cavalry. Let that regiment be the last to embark; and, 
if sufficient transportatiom should not arrive, embark the men and 
leave the horses (to follow as soon as practicable) in the charge of 
(say) men per company. 

When the embarkation shall have advanced as far as Brigadier 
General Quitman’s brigade, you will charge him, and in succession, 
Brigadier General Shields, with the completion, and personally fol- 
low me to Lobos. Should I have left that rendezvous before your 
arrival, you will please direct all vessels of the expedition you 
may find there to join me off Anton Lizardo, and follow yourself 
to that anchorage; but I shall exceedingly regret to leave Lobos 
before you areup with me. You and your troops, however, cannot 
fail to join me before any descent can be made in that vicinity, and 
I cannot dispense with such important aid. 

The garrison to be left for holding and defending this position 
may be—one company of artillery, the Maryland and District of 
Columbia battalion of volunteers, and the Louisiana regiment of 
volunteers; the whole undér the command of Colonel Gates of the 
United States 3d artillery. You will please give him such instruc- 
tions as the importance of the place evidently requires. His com- 
mand will commence from the time that he shall find himself the 
senior officer of that place. His special reports, of course, will be 
made to general head-quarters, with monthly returns of the garri- 
son. All ordinary returns will be made by him direct to Wash- 


uen 

esides the troops, mentioned above, for the garrison of this 
place, there will no doubt be a number of men in hospital—invalids 
and convalescents left by other regiments—found available in any 
emergency. | 


Please give instructions for saving on board the transports as 
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many subsistence casks as practicable, to be used as gabions to 
cover lines in sieges. 
I remain, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Brigadier General PATTERSON, | 
Commanding, &c., &c., &c., Tampico. 


Colonel J. G. Totten, chief of the corps of engineers, to Lieutenant 
H. L. Scott, acting adjutant general. 


Tampico, February 19, 1847. 


Sir: I have to report for the information of the general, 
thatsI have this day examined with care the works lately thrown 
up for the defence of the two avenues into this town. These 
works are nearly complete, and it gives me great satisfaction 
to state my opinion that they have been planned with judgment 
and executed with skill; nothing less, however, was to have been 
expected from the officers who have been engaged thereon, namely: 
Captain Barnard und Lieutenant Beauregard, of the engineers, as- 
sisted, for the greater part of the time, by Lieutenants Coppé, of 
the artillery, and Woods of the infantry. Lieutenants McGiiton, 
G. P. Andrews, and Sears, are reported to have rendered valuable 
aid, though for shorter periods. | 

Although these defensive lines were designed to meet the case 
of a weak garrison, and much talent has been displayed in profit- 
Ing of focal circumstances to that end, still, the space to be cov- 
ered is large, and even a minimum garrison must consist of a con- 
siderable body of men. I do not now take into account the value 
of the object covered. If its importance be such as to justify the 
leaving of a garrison at all, that garrison must be able to maintain 
itself for some time, entirely independent of succor from without; 
any less garrison we might expect to lose. 

Knowing how important it may be to other issues of the ap- 
PE campaign to take hence all the force that can be spared, 

have looked at the subject with a sincere desire to reduce to the 
utmost my estimate of the numbers indispensable to an efficient de- 
fence; but I have not been able to reduce it below the following 
figures. 

Along the altaniera front of the town, there are eight distinct 
works requiring garrisons, varying, according to magnitude or 
position, from 20 men to 120 men, each, a£ least—provision being 
made for mounting thereon 26 pieces of artillery. 

The aggregate of these posts will bteee anenee 500 men. 
Reserve of 4 companies ᷓ . 320 H 
GIVING ou zov ese) Pers due AV AV EL ES RERO 860 « 
On the canal front, at the other extremity of the town, 
there will be needed in these posts................ — 200 
Total....... „ 6 „ „6 „ 0 6 06 „60 s. 0... se ...... 1,060 
making a total of, say, 1,000 men. 


(E 


(E 
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. There should be a reserve on the canal front, also, of not less 
than 200 men, making the whole force of that front 400 men, and 
the total force 1,200 men; but, in my desire to reduce the estimate, 
I have omitted this reserve, on the supposition that a body of at 
least 200 volunteers may be raised at a moment of need among the 
residents of Tampico. : 

Twenty-four pieces of artillery are actually mounted in the sev- 
eral works, which ordnance should be left in the hands of the regu- 
lar artillery only. 

I have, therefore, in conclusion, to recommend to the general- 
in-chief that there be left, for the defence of Tampico, a force of 
not less than 1,000 effective men, with 24 pieces of artillery; of 
which force, one full company, at least, should be of regular artil- 
lery. | š : 

journee leaving orders with Lieutenant Beauregard to com- 
plete the defences at once, so that he may be in time to afford his 
aid in the contemplated operations at Vera Cruz. 

I have the honor to be, &c., &c., &c. 
| JOSEPH G. TOTTEN, 
Colonel and Chief Engineer. 


No. 12. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Off Lobos, March 1, 1847. 


Sin: The pilot-boat Pioneer, being delayed by the wind, yester- 
day, enables me to say, that after closing my report of that date, I 
had occasion, most unexpectedly, to issue the .accompanying 

eneral orders, No. 37, touching the re-appearance of small pox. 
t shall be followed up with the most rigorous measures to prevent 
the infection of the transports or detachments. : l 

Writing, before sunrise, a steamer and two other vessels are re- 
ported in sight. The first has, no doubt, Brigadier General Worth 
on board, and if the field batteries are in the other two, the signal 
shall be instantly made for the fleet to sail for Anton Lizardo. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with high respect, your most obedient 


servant, ! 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Hon. W. L. Marcy, 


Secretary of War. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ? HEAb-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
No. 37. Of Lobos, February 28, 1848. 


1. Several new cases of undoubted small pox having been just, 
reported on board the transport General Vesay, of this fleet, the 
three companies of the 2d Pennsylvania volunteers in this ship, ex- 
cepting the sick, with the field company officers attached thereto, 
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will be landed on the island of Lobos, with their arms, ammunition 
and tents, the moment that the troops, now ashore, shall have re- 
embarked. 

2. If new cases occur ashore, they will be immediately sent on 
board. 

3. The detachment will, from time to time, land the necessaries 
it may need from the ship, and remain on the island, until it and 
the ship shall be entirely freed from the small pox in all its forms, 
when, and not before, it will follow the army in the same ship to 
Anton Lizardo or Vera Cruz. 

4. The commanding officers, and also the medical officer of the 
detachment, will be held responsible that the detachment does not 
bring to the army the seeds of that prostrating disease, and will, 
whilst on the island, as will also the ship, keep a yellow flag flying, 
to prevent all persons connected with the army from coming on 
board or ashore. If such persons present themselves, they will be 
warned off. 

By command of Major General Scott. 

H. L. SCOTT, 
Jl. A. A. General. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, March 13, 1847. 


Sır: Very little doubt is'entertained here, that by the joint opera- 
tion of our land and naval forces, the city of Vera Cruz will be 
taken before this communication will have reached you, and it is 
hoped that the reduction of the castle of San Juan d'Ulloa will 
speedily follow. Inthe event of the capture of the castle, a question 
may arise as to the disposition to be made of it. Shall it be garri- 
soned and held during the sickly season, or be dismantled and de- 
molished? It is certainly desirable, on many accounts,that it should. 
be occupied by our forces. A small garrison would probably be 
sufficient to hold it; and the requisite number of acclimated men, who 
would not be likely to suffer from the vomito, might be drawn from 
the army or the squadron for that purpose. The castle is repre- 
sented to be much less unhealthy than the city of Vera Cruz, and 
that the men assigned to the duty of garrisoning it, by frequent 
changes, and going to sea occasionally on board of the ships of the 
squadron, may avoid the ravages of the disease which is so fatal in 
the summer months to strangers on shore. It is, therefore, only in 
the event that the castle cannot be held without exposing the gar- 
rison to the fatal effects of the vomito, that it is to be abandoned, 
and not then, until it is dismantled and its armament removed. 
The importance of holding possession of it must, bowever, yield to 
the consideration of still higher obligation—a regard to the lives of 
the men who must necessarily be assigned to that duty. Whatever 
arrangements are found necessary on this subject will be made on 
consultation and with the concurrence of the commander of the 
squadron. 
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But it may be that the castle will be found in a condition to hold 
out, for a considerable time, after the occupation of the city of Vera 
Cruz by our forces, and that, in order to reduce it, there may be a 
necessity of continuing the siege until after the period when the 
vomito commences its ravages. Whether you shall delay to ad- 
vance into the interior until the castle is reduced, is left to your 
own determination. It is the express direction of the President 
that the army under your command should not be kept in a situation 
where it will suffer by the wasting disease of that climate, either 
for the purpose of co-operating with the navy in reducing the 
castle, or to carry on any other military operations in that quarter. 
During the prevalence of the vomito the troops must be placed in 
healthy positions; and to effect this object, you must, if unavoid- 
able, forego movements which promise successful results. 

In the approaching season the diseases which prevail along the 
gulf coast, and particularly at, and 9n the vicinity of, Vera Cruz, 
are the most formidable enemy our troops will have to encounter; 
and your best consideration will doubtless be given to securing 
your command from its attacks. | 

Where you will find healthy positions, and among them, which 
. are to be preferred with reference to military operations, can be best 
determined by yourself, and the choice is left to your judgment 
and better knowledge of localities. Among those here who are 
acquainted with the country there is quite a diversity of opinion as 
to the extent of the region infected by the vomito. Some are confi- 
dent that by removing our troops but a few miles from the city of 
Vera Cruz, they can be placed in situations comparatively healthy; 
while others believe that to avoid the scourge, so frightful along the 
coast, it will be necessary to ascend high up towards the table lands. 
Should the former opinion prove to be correct, you may, with 
due regard to the health of the troops, select a position which will 
enable you to cut off all communication between the interior and 
Vera Cruz, and thus essentially aid the navy in its attack upon.the 
castle, by intercepting supplies and reinforcements. It is, however, 
hoped that the object of the expedition will be accomplished, so 
far as relates to the city of Vera Cruz and the castle, before the 
return of the sickly season. 

If you should move into the interior, it is presumed that most of 
your supplies must be drawn from the sea coast, and if carried 
through Vera Cruz, or some point in that vicinity, the persons em- 
ployed in transporting them must necessarily be exposed to the 
vomito. As the number of persons required for this service would 
be large, a regard to their health is an important matter which 
would not, of course, be overlooked by you or fail to exert a 

roper influence in determining the choice of your position on the 
tine of your operations. 

The better opinion seems to be that Tampico is much less un- 
healthy than Vera Cruz, and your attention is directed to it as the 
base of operations, at Jeast during the sickly season. It is confi- 
dently said by some, who profess to have a knowledge of the coun- 
try, that there is a practicable route from Tampico to Mexico, but 
I fear that this is not so. If there were a road for conducting an 
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army from Tampico to Mexico, on anything like a direct route, it 
would be, perhaps, a preferable line for moving on the capital to 
that from Vera Cruz. On the Vera Cruz road it is known that 
there are several difficult passes, and we are apprised that the Mexi- 
cans are diligently employed in fortifying them. They can easily 
be made p'aces of great strength. It is desirable to find some other 
feasible way of penetrating the interior of the country. In addi- 
tion to the suggested Tampico route, in the practicability of which 
I confess I have very little confidence, another road to the south- 
west of the main one from Vera Cruz, passing through Cordova, 
has been indicated to me. I do not doubt that your best conside- 
ration has been given to this subject, and that you will have more 
full and accurate information to act on than can be obtained here. 

The object of this communication is much less to make sugges- 
tions in relation to your military movements, either from the coast 
or other points, than to make you acquainted with the views of the 
President in regard to preserving the health of the troops in the 
insalubrious season which is approaching. He is very solicitous 
that the valuable lives of the patriotic men who have, in a manner 
so creditable to themselves, entered the public service to sustain the 
honor and rights of their country, should not be wasted by the 
ravages of the malignant disease, which, during several months of 
the year, is so fatal on some parts of the gulf coast to those who 
are strangers to that climate. Feeling, as I am aware you do, a 
common solicitude with him on this important subject, it is scarcely 
necessary that I should enjoin upon you to adopt such arrange- 
ments and precautions as will be likely to afford the best security 
to your command from the danger 1n this respect to which they 

may be exposed. 

The additional force, authorized by Congress at its late session, 
will be raised and sent forward as soon as practicable. Some of 
the companies are already filled up, while not much progress is yet 
made in recruiting others. No avoidable delay will occur in send- 
ing the new levies to the seat of war. "The greatest solicitude has 
been felt and the most active measures adopted from the moment 
provision was made to raise the ten additional regiments and ex- 
pedite their departure to Mexico; but from the late period at which 
the authority was given by Congress, it is apprehended that a con- 
siderable part of the force cannot be relied on for active service 
for some time to come. 

The President has under consideration the policy of raising the 
blockade of all Mexican ports, as they fall into possession of our 
naval or land forces, and to allow all neutral nations the right, 
during such possession, to trade in articles not contraband of war, 
imposing and collecting, under military authority, import duties, 
when definitely settled. Instructions on this subject will be issued 
to the commanders of our naval and land forces. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ` 
W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Major General WisrrELD Scott, 
Commanding United S(ates Army. 
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War DEPARTMENT, March 22, 1817. 


Sin: The information which had just reached us in the shape of 
rumors, as to the situation of General Taylor an : the forces under 
his command, has excited the most painful apprehensions for their 
safety. It is almost certain that Santa Anna has precipitated the 
large army he had collected at San Luis de Potosi upon General 
Taylor; and it may be that the general has not been able to main- 
tain the advanced position he had seen fit to take at Agua Nueva, 
but has been obliged to fall back on Monterey. It is equally cer- 
tain that a Mexican force has been interposed between Monterey 
and the Rio Grande, and that it has interrupted the line of com- 
munication between the two places, and seized large supplies which 
were on the way to General Taylor’s army: 

If the hostile force between the Rio Grande and General Tay- 
lor’s army is as large as reports represent it, our troops now on 
that river may not be able to re-establish the line, nor will it, per- 
haps, be possible to place a force there sufficient for the purpose, 
in time to prevent disastrous consequences to our army, unless aid 
can be afforded from the troops under your immediate command. 

From one to two thousand of the new recruits for the ten regi- 
ments, from this quarter, will be on the way to the Brassos in the 
course of three or four days. All the other forces will be directed 
to that point, and every effort made to relieve General Taylor from 
his critical situation. You will have been fully apprised, before 
this can reach you, of the condition of tnings in the valley of the 
Rio Grande and at the head-quarters of General Taylor, and have 
taken, I trust, such measures as the importance of the subject re- 
quires. I need not urge upon you the fatal consequences which 
would result from any serious disaster which might befal the army 
under General Taylor, nor do I doubt that you will do what is in 
your power to avert such a calamity. | | 

A state of things may exist on the Rio Grande and at Monterey, 
which will require that a part of your forces, after the capture of 
Vera Cruz and the reduction of the castle of San Juan d’Ulloa, 
should return to Tampico or the Brassos, to carry on operations 
from these points. It is here deemed of the utmost importance 
that the line of the Rio Grande should be maintained, and that 
Monterey should be held by our forces. You will be kept advised 
of all done here to sustain General Taylor and augment the forces 
under him. In ignorance of what may be your own situation, and 
what may be required for the relief of General Taylor, I can give 
no distinct indication of what is deemed proper for you to do, if 
anything beyond what you may have already done, but must re- 
quest that no assistance which you can render, without too much 
ran to your own operations, anl he may need, should be with- 
held. | 

I herewith send you a copy of a letter addressed to General 
Brooke. You will learn, as soon as it can be known here, what 
action he will take under the authority therein given to him. I 
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also enclose herewith a despatch from the Secretary cf the Navy to 
the commander of our squadron in the gulf. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RT W. L. MARCY, . 
Secretary of War. 


Major General WINFIELD Scorr, | | 
Commanding U. S. Army, &c., Vera Cruz. 


P. S. I have just received your letters of the 28th ultimo and 
the 1st instant. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, April 12, 1847. 


Sir: The gratifying intelligence of the bombardment of Vera 
Cruz, and of the capture of that city and the strong fortress of San 
Juan d’Ulloa, together with the surrender of the Mexican army 
which garrisoned the two places, effected by the joint and cordial 
co-operation of the army and navy, was ofhcially made known here 
by your despatch of the 29th ultimo, and others of a previous 
date. 

The expedition, so far as it embraced these important objects, 
has been carried out in a manner highly creditable to yourself, to 
the commander of our squadron in the gulf, and to the gallant offi- 
cers and brave soldiers, marines and sailors, engaged in the difficult 
and dangerous enterprise. l f 

In compliance with the direction of the President, it is my pleas- 
ing duty to make known to yourself, and through you to the army 
under your command, the high gratification which this additional 
instance of the eminent skill and good conduct of our officers, and 
of the endurance and intrepidity of our soldiers, has given him. 

This signal triumph of our arms has called forth rejoicings 
throughout the nation, mingled with heartfelt gratitude to those 
who, in winning battles for their country, are everywhere securing 
glory and fame for themselves. That the possession of so impor- 
tant a place in the enemy's country as the city of Vera Cruz, 
strongly fortified and garrisoned by a large body of troops, and a 
castle renowned for its strength and deemed impregnable by its 
defenders, have been obtained at so small a sacrifice, is just cause 
of admiration; and while millions of our fellow citizens joyously 
exult at this splendid achievement, it is pleasing to reflect that so 
few among us have occasion to mourn. 

Though the sacrifice of life on our part has been comparatively 
small,yet the nation has cause to regret the loss of some of the 
bravest and best of her gallant sons. The tribute of honor and 
respect, rendered by a grateful people, will embalm their memories 
and assuage the grief of their relatives and friends. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient ser- 


vant, 
W. L. MARCY, Secretary of War. 
Major General WixrrELD Scott, 
Commanding army of the U. S., .Mezico. 
7 


* 
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No. 20. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Vera Cruz, April 5, 1847. 


Sin: My hasty report, of the 29th ultimo, made you acquainted 
with the capture of this city and the castle of San Juan d'Ulloa. 

I beg to offer a copy of general orders, No. 80, heréwith, as my 
detailed report on the same subject. In the enumeration of the 
active and efficient, I might have given the names of many junior 
field officers of artillery, who assisted in the batteries, besides field 
officers of infantry, both regulars and volunteers, who commanded 
the working parties in, and the guards of the trenches. I may 

et supp'y these omissions, and others, at a future time, if I should 
1 8 Both officers and men acquired much distinction on those 
arduous and exposed duties. 

This army was detained somesix weeks at the Brassos and Tam- 
pico, waiting for water transportation that had been, in good time, 
specifically required, and it is now delayed by the non-arrival of a 
sufficient number of wagons and teams. 

Besides repeated and urgent oral instructions on the subject, I 
beg you to refer to papers herewith, marked, respectively, A, P, 
and C. , The quartermaster general, who went from this army 
the 20th ultimo, to Tampico, to hasten on land transportation, re- 
turned, and is now gone again to that place, to the Brassos and 
New Orleans, for the same purpose. 

The chief quartermaster here reports 180 wagons and teams as 
ready for the road, und 300 wagons, without teams, afloat. He sup- 
poses many of both to have been lost in the recent heavy storms 
on this coast, and I have reported, heretofore, that many of our ar- 
tillery and cavalry horses perished on board vessels, in the same 
weather. In this neighborhood, notwithstanding every effort, we 
are not likely to supply the tenth part of our wants in horses, 
mules and oxen. "Towards Jalapa, (sixty miles,) the chances of 
success are much better. 7 

I am now organizing a movement of three or four brigades upon 
Jalapa, and have only waited for the arrival of two steamers, from 
Tampico, with mules, for some sixty additional. wagons. In the 
mean time the city and camps remain free from signs of malignant 
fever, and we may hope will continue healthy for weeks longer. 

It is evident that the movement of any adequate force, without 
the necessary supplies being well assured, might cause a return to 
our water depots, which would be much worse than standing fast 
for a time. When I commence a march, I shall wish it to be con- 
tinuous—with such short delays, only, as may be necessary to oc- 
cupy the National Bridge and Jalapa, 30 and 60 miles off, respec- 
tively. At present, I apprehend no serious resistance this side of 
Perote, (90 miles,) if there, provided I cau find draught animals 
for a small siege train. 

The conflict of arms between the rival parties, in the capital, 
has ceased. I have undoubted information that President Santa 
Anna is in full possession of the exeeutive authority, and that 
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Vice President Farias has resigned, or been expelled. "There is no 
longer an opposing party in arms. 

All the intelligent, .the wealthy and the sober minded citizens of 
the capital and elsewhere, are anxious for peace—yielding to us, 
` as the basis, the left bank of the Rio Grande and Upper California. 
With American commissioners at the head-quarters of this army, I 
think it quite probable that by our arrival at Puebla, ir not before, 
we should be met by Mexican commissioners empowered to treat 
on that basis. Other confidential information represents, however, 
that the popular masses are in favor of continuing hostilities, 
although the government should be hunted from State to State, and 
from town to town. | 

To several of the prisoners of war of high rank, I made known 
the terms of President Polk's message to Congress, dated February 
13th last, as also those of the act, placing at his disposition three 
millions of dollars, all indicating the readiness of the United States 
to treat of peace with Mexico, on terms just and honorable to both 
republics I took care to say that I had not been clothed with 
diplomatic functions, but thought it probable I should soon be joined 
by American commissioners, authorized not to make overtures, but 
to be in position and readiness to receive overtures from Mexican 
commissioners, and that, in the meantime, the army would continue 
to advance, presenting at once the olive braneh and the sword. I 
have, also, made similar declarations to a very intelligent and in- 
fluential person, who has just gone to the capital, and will, I doubt 
not, labor to bring about pacific dispositions. I shall soon hear 
from him confidentially. : 

Since my last report, I have received your letters of the 15th an 
22d of the month before the last, and of the 13th ultimo. i 

I might very well controvert the military principles so confidently 
laid down by the department, in the second of those letters; but 
believing that the practice of the United States armies, in the two 
wars with Great Britain, would have no weight in the particular 
case, I waive further reply, having, at the moment, no inclination 
and no leisure for controversy. | 

Being, by the default of others, thrown upon this coast six weeks 
too late, in respect to the vomito, I have been made to feel the 
deepest solicitude for the safety of the army. 

Tampico is not less unhealthy than Vera Cruz, and Tuspan is 
considered the worst of the three places. 

There is no practicable route for waggons from Tampico, t5 San 
Luis de Potosi, except by Victoria and Monterey ; but one by the 
beach, through T. span, might be opened, at the expense of great 
labor and time, fr; m Tampico to Perote, or to some other point in 
the national road, rence to the capital. That long line of com- 
munication, yet to `e opened, in great part, is, of course, out of the 
question, and it could not be shortened by making Tuspan the de- 
pót, for two reasons: 1. That harbor is the most difficult of access, 
and 2. When reached, it is the worst for health. I might add, it 
is further from Jalapa, Perote and the centre of the enemy’s re- 
sources, than Vera Cruz. | | 
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Our depóts, therefore, must of necessity be at this place. The 
harbor is the best on the coast, and hence, to the capital, is the best 
road in the whole country. : ; 

With proper care, I do not apprehend any great mortality in the 
garrisons (see herewith, printed general orders, No. 91) to be left 
in this city and the castle of San Juan de Ulloa, nor among the 
hired people of the quartermaster’s and commissary departments, 
because we shall principally, if not only, occupy the water front of 
the city, separated from the inhabitants and open to the sea breezes. 
On that front (looking to the castle) we have, at the extremities of 
the city, forts (bastions) San Iago and Conception, and near the 
mole, spaciuus and well ventilated public buildings for the troops, 
hospital and depots. I am satisfied that this arrangement is the 
best that I can possibly adopt. A medical board has now a part of 
the subject under consideration, and may change the distribution of 
the troops, above indicated, a little—taking the castle into consider- 
ation; Vnd I may throw down, for better ventilation, a part of the 
walls of the city. But the greatest source of malignant fevers will 
be found in the want of ordinary cleanliness in doors, and in the 
streets, on the part of the inhabitants. Every thing is doing, or 
will be done, to correct their filthy habits. . 

The garrisons mentioned, will be strengthened by two companies 
of the lst infantry, which have been ordered here from Tampico, 
Gardenier's and Plummer's. 

One of the volunteer companies, Blanchard's, of Louisiana, men- 
tioned in paragraph 1, general orders No. 91, lays a claim, which 
seems reasonable, to be discharged pext month,a year from the time 
it originally volunteered, with eo many others from that State, for 
three or six months. 

Points have been made in one of the old volunteer regiments here, 
which may, possibly, be propagated throughout the seven, to this 
effect: 1. That the regiment is entitled to be discharged, in time to 
reach home by the end of its year’s service, and 2. Thatas the re- 

iment was all the sickly season, last year, exposed to the ma/arta 
of the Rio Grande, it is now entitled to a discharge before it shall 
again be more exposed to fever here, and at New Orleans, on its 
way home. Far from entertaining such claims, I have taken meas- 
ures to silence them, and to prevent their spread among other regi- 
ments. . E " 

The seven old volunteer regiments with me, now become respect- 
able in discipline and efficiency, cannot fail to give us much trouble 
when the time for their discharge, and transportation, back to their 
homes shall arrive. I am looking to that time, and hope for the 
previous arrival-of the regiments recently authorized by Congress. 
With a reinforcement of eight or ten thousand men, from that 
source, and recruits for the old regiments, at any point not beyond 
Puebla, I shall, I think, take the capital in all the summer, if 
not earlier stopped by a treaty of peace, or such terms for an ar- 
mistice as will insure one. | | 

The inhabitants of this city, under the excellent government of 
Brevet Major General Worth, are beginning to be assured of pro- 
tection, and to be cheerful.’ T ose in the vicinity have suffered 
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more from green recruits, who much dilute the regular companies, 
and from volunteers. My last orders, No. 87, herewith, against 
outrages, have rallied thousands of good soldiers to the support of 
authority. In the meantime, claims for damages, principally on the 
part of neutrals, through their consuls, have been many. I am 
without authority or means to indemnify, and can only feel and de- 
plore the disgrace brought upon our arms by undetected villains. 
One, however, a volunteer, has been tried by a military commis- 
ston, composed, exclusively, of volunteer officers, and the sentence 
(fine and imprisonment) is just and appropriate. A few other cases 
are now before similar tribunals. _ 

A word as to the demolition of the castle of San Juan de Ulloa: 
I know of no other act, on our part, short of the wanton desecra- 
tion of the churches in our route, that would, probably, more exas- 
perate the Mexican government, and, thereby, diminish the chances 
of an early peace. The castle was the strength and pride of the 
people, who look forward to its peaceful recovery with propor- 
tionate anxiety. | 

There is nothing in the articles of capitulation that obliges us 

to preserve the fortress, and a slight garrison will hold it—though 
not less unhealthy than the city—up to a peace. Some of the 
beautiful bronze pieces taken with it and the city, (118 out of more 
than 400,) I think of selecting and sending hóme as trophies. 
Though held, liable to be restored, they need not be restored, 
without the untrammelled consent of the United States. "The small 
number, probably a dozen, that I propose to send away, as tro- 
phies—as good for that purpose as the whole—can neither of right, 
nor otherwise, make any immediate or ultimate difficulty. 
. Other trophies—flags, colors, and standards—I am about to send 
to you by Colonel Bankhead, selected on account of eminent 
services in the siege, and partly because of his infirm health. The 
number of those objects is small, compared with the strength of 
the garrisons, which leads me to remark that the prisoners parolled, 
and the stands of arms, &c., &c., &c., stated in general orders, 
No. 80, were not therein overstated. 

In the act of writing, the arrival, by water, of 180 mules is 
reported, and I also learn that, besides an equal number from 
Tampico, to-morrow we may hope to obtain some two hundred 
from the country around us. These additions to our road train 
will greatly aid the forward movement intimated above. 

The land expedition that I set on foot the 30th ultimo, under 
Brigadier General Quitman, in conjunction with Commodore Perry, 
against Alvarado, and the works at the mouth of that river, has not 
returned, though I learn, unofficially, that it will be back to- 
morrow. The joint forces found that the places had been aban- 
doned by the enemy, who left some guns, taken possession of by 
the naval part of the expedition. My objects in uniting with the 
Commodore were, Ist. To neutralize the inhabitants in that 
direction, by assuring them of safety to persons and property; and 
2d. To open a market for the purchase of horses, mules, and beef 
cattle. I fear that we have not succeeded in the purchases. The 
commodore had in view the opening a harbor for his smaller 
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vessels, and to obtain good water, &c., for his squadron. If the 
enemy had chosen to defend his forts, at the mouth of the river, a 
land force would have been necessary to take them in the rear. 
But, I repeat, I am without any official report from either branch 
of the expedition. 


I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, your most 
obedient servant, | 


Hon. W. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of War. p ege? 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 


ae 
A. Ke e. 


Extract from a letter, marked “confidential,” from Major General 


Scott to brevet .Major General Jesup, quartermaster general, 
dated 


Brassos IsLANp, January 11, 1847. 


Should the attempt on Vera Cruz be,successful, and the Presi- 
dent obtain the new regiments proposed to be added to our present 
regular force, amounting, say, to about 12,000 men, a movement 
will be immediately commenced into the interior upon the city of 
Mexico. For this movement, transportation for an army of about 
25,000 men, and for several pieces of heavy ordnance, may be 
required. | | 

The general desires me to say, expressly, that keeping these 
contingencies in view, you will please make preliminary arrange- 
ments to meet them—say, early in April. It is suggested, that, 
possibly, a portion of the transportation, already prepared for 
General Taylor, may be applied to this purpose, as his column will, 
probably, be again considerably reduced. 

HENRY C. WAYNE, 
Captain, Acting Quartermaster. 


B. 


Extract from a postscript of a letter addressed to Captain A. R. 
Hetzel, senior quartermaster, at Brassos Santiago, by Major 
General Scott. 


I have already discussed and arranged with you the details of 
the early land transportation train—say, of one hundred wagons, 
with mule teams, to accompany, or to follow closely, the troops of 
my expedition. If successful in making the descent on the ene- 
my’s coast, near Vera Cruz, I may, in a very few weeks, say in 
three, need a much more considerable train of wagons and packs, 
sufficient for an army of (say) ten thousand men. A portion of 
this large addition I may hope to capture from the enemy, or to 
purchase in his country. | 

| W. S. 
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Memoranda for Brevet Major General Jesup, Quartermaster Gen- 
eral, U. S. A. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Camp Washington, before Vera Cruz, March 19, 1847. 


A sufficient’ portion of the siege train for the reduction of the 
castle of Vera Cruz, though due more than a month, not having 
arrived, I can give no definite day for the advance of this army 
into the interior of Mexico, say by the national road hence, 
towards the capital. But I have every reason to hope that the 
heavy guns and mortars, (or most of them,) still due, may be here 
in time to enable the army to take the castle in, say, the next ten, 
or at the outside, fifteen days, when I shall take up the line of 
operations as above. : 

For that interior march, a very heavy baggage train, wagons and 
teams, and pack mules, will be needed for the army, however 
greatly I may restrict the articles to be transported with it. For 
an army of at least 10,000 men, there will be needed, as early in 
April as practicable, means of transportation about as follows: 

Say from 800 to 1000 wagons with five mule teams; 

Say from 2,000 to 3,000 pack mules; 

Say from 300 to 500 draught animals for a travelling siege train, 
including entrenching tools and pioneer tools. 

Some of the draught animals, for all the above ‘uses, say two- 
thirds, we may hope to obtain in this vicinity and on our line of 
operations; but the wagons, and as many of the draught animals as 
possible, must be brought hither from our sources of supply, Tam- 
pico, the Brassos and New Orleans. 

In making the above estimate, reliance is placed on the country 
within reach of our line of operations; for forage, beyond five 
leagues from the sea coast; for bread stuffs, at thirty leagues; for 
three days in four, and for the meat ration, five days in six. Not- 
withstanding this reliance, it willbe necessary to transport with us 
much hard bread and bacon, coffee, sugar and salt, besides common 
tents, at the rate of three per company; some wall tents for the 
general officers and general staff, and the field and staff of regi- 
ments; a full supply of ammunition for artillery and small arms; 


medicines, some hospital stores, and the personal necessaries of ' 


officers; leaving many wagons for the tiansportation of the sick, to 
the next depot, and pack animals as well as wagons, for gathering 
in forage and subsistence within (say) ten miles of our line of ope- 
rations. The loss of draught animals may, no doubt, be readily 
replaced, all along the line of operations, by capture and purchase. 

Besides the estimates above for land transportation, additional 
means must be found for a reinforcement of at least 10,000 men; 
(new regiments and recruits,) expected to join me in all the month 


of May, if not by the end of April. 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


. 


104 Ex. Doc. No. 56. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
No. 87. Vera Cruz, April 1, 1847. 


Nothwithstanding the strong provisions of printed general or- 
ders, No. 20, proclaiming martial law, many undoubted atrocities 
have been committed in this neighborhood, by a few worthless 
soldiers, both regulars and volunteers, which, though stamping 
dishonor upon the whole army, remain unpunished, because the 
criminals have not been seized and reported by eye-witnesses of 
the atrocities. 

It must be evident to all who honor their country or respect 
themselves, that law and order cannot be maintained in the army, 
unless every good soldier shall give his personal aid to authority. 
This was invited and expected under that printed order, but cruel 
have been the disappointments of the general-in-chief and all the 
good officers and soldiers of this army. 

One more appeal is made to the ninety-seven honorable men, 
against, perhaps, the three* miscreants in every hundred. Cer- 
tainly, the great mass ought not to allow themselves to be dis- 
honored by a handful of scoundrels, who scout all religion, morals, 
law, and decency. "Therefore, let every bad man be denounced in 
his act of guilt, seized, and reported for trial, and this army will 
march in triumph, end be every where kindly received and sup- 
plied with necessaries and comforts, by the peaceful and unoffend- 
ing inhabitants of the country. 

As one preventive to outrages, and all officers will seek to apply 
others, no man will be allowed to stray from his camp or post, in 
future, without a written permission, and no such permission will 
be given to any soldier not known to be sober and orderly in his 
conduct. "This restriction upon the good is the first evil brought 
upon them by undetected criminals. 

All killing of cattle, even for food, and all seizing upon poultry, 
vegetables, and other private property, even under the pretence of 
supplying the sick, must instantly cease, except by express order 
of some ofhcer of high rank. Arrangements have been made to 
supply the army and its hospitals by purchase, and individual of- 
ficers or soldiers must, each, purchase for himself, fatrly and 
honestly, as at home, all comforts not supplied by government. 

By command of Major General Scott. 

| H. L. SCOTT, 
Jl. A. A. General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ÅRMY, 
No. 91. Vera Cruz, April 3, 1847. 


1. The first infantry, and the' two volunteer companies tem- 
porarily attached to the first division of regulars, will, upon the 
march of the army hence, remain to garrison this city and the castle 
of San Juan de Ulloa, when Brevet Colonel Wilson, assigned to 
duty according to his brevet, will become the governor and com- 
manding officer of these places. In the meantime that officer, by 
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arrangement with the present governor and commander, may, with 
his regiment, relieve so much of the actual garrisons as shall be 
found desirable. Accordingly, he will report in person to receive 
orders for his regiment. . 

2. With a view to a march into the interior, the baggage of all 
corps and officers will be, in the next two days, reduced to the 
smallest compass and weight. Not more than three common tents, 
principally for arms and the sick, can be allowed for the present, 
to the officers and men of any company, and general officers, 
general staff and field officers, with limit themselves in proportion. 
All surplus baggage, public and private, will, accordingly, be 
properly packed, marked, and turned over to the quartermaster’s 
department for storage. 

Requisitions for means of land transportation, (waggons, pack, 
and draught animals,) will be made upon the chief quartermaster, 
by divisions and by the chiefs of the other branches of the general 
staff, subject to the severest revision ; and notice is now given 
that any excess of baggage, public or private, will be rejected 
and thrown aside by the quartermasters and their agents at the 
time of loading up, or at any time on the march that such excess 
may be detected. 

4. It is absolutely necessary to an early march, that all public 
means of transportation, waggons, carts, horses, and mules, with 
their harness, saddles, bridles, halters, and pack saddles, now in 
the use of the corps, or in the hands of individual officers and men, 
should, without delay, be turned over to the quartermaster's de- 
partment, which has instructions to re-loan three or four horses, in 
as many extreme cases, for a very short time longer. "This order 
includes all such animals as may be held, under the pretence of 
capture, or purchase, since the army landed near the .city. Cap- 
tured property is always held for the benefit of the service 
generally, and no purchase can be respected, unless witnessed, and 
approved at the time, by a general officer or commander of a 
brigade, inasmuch, as if the property be stolen by the seller, it 
will certainly be restored, or paid for, by the United States, on 
demand and proof on the part of the rightful owner. 

5. If the foregoing directions be not complied with fully, before 
to-morrow night, measures will be taken, however reluctantly, to 
Seize every object designated above, and throw the burden of 
proving a just private title upon the possessor of the property. 

By command of Major General Scott. 

H. L. SCOTT, 


Al. A. A. General. 


HeEAD-QuARTERS 2p DRAGOONs, 
Camp near Vera Cruz, April 4, 1847. 


Sir: I have the honor to report to the general-in-chief that, in 
obedience to his letter of instruction to me, dated April Ist, I pro- 
ceeded, on the morning of the 2d instant, on the road to Antigua. 
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My command consisted of two squadrons of dragoons, under the 
immediate command of Major Sumner; one section of artillery, 
under Captain Taylor, and seven companies of foot, under Major 
Bainbridge. | 

After reaching the mouth of the river, I found the guide fur- 
nished me entirely ignorant of the road; auother was procured, how- 
ever, from a house near by, and from him I learned that there was 
a force of one hundred lancers in the town. The dragoons were 
immediately pushed forward on the road, but soon found their pro- 
gress stopped by an almost impenetrable barrier of trees and bushes 
thrown across the road, and extending some twenty or thirty yards; 
with great labor these were removed, as were also three or four 
other obstacles of the same character, evidently so placed by the 
enemy to retard pursuit. 

Arrived at the river, the dragoons crossed immediately to the op- 
. posite bank; the stream was some three and a half feet deep, and 

one hundred and fifty yards wide. The head of the column, on 
reaching the bank, perceived some lancers ‘escaping through the 
main street, and chase was immediately given, which resulted in the 
capture of one lieutenant and eight soldiers, with their horses, sad- 
- dles and arms; the dense thicket surrounding the town greatly faci- 

litated the escape of the remainder, (there were about forty in all, 
I subsequently learned,) though some twenty-five of their horses 
fell into our hands. Believing the enemy’s force to be completely 
routed and dispersed, I directed the artillery and foot companies to 
remain in camp on the right bank of the river, without crossing, 
which was done. 

It is proper to remark that there are comfortable stone barracks 
and stabling for one squadron of dragoons at this town, which ap- 
pear to have been recently erected. It was doubtless the object of 
the troop stationed here to prevent supplies of any kind being 
brought to your camp; their dispersion may, perhaps, have the ef- 
fect of opening a market from that quarter. Every inducement was 
offered to effect this object, and the residents promised to confer 
together, and do all that lay in their power to further your views. 

With regard to the other objects of the expedition, I beg respect- 
fully to say that but little opportunity offers of procuring supplies 
from the district in question. I was not able to learn that there 
were any mules to be had on any terms, and cattle, though plenty, 
would not be sold but at most exorbitant prices. 

Believing no further good could be accomplished by a longer 
stay, the necessary orders were given to return to this camp, which 
I reached about 2 o'clock, p. m., on the 3d instant. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. S. HARNEY, 


Colonel commanding. 
Lieutenant H. L. Scorr, 


Jl. A. A. General, Vera Cruz. 
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Heap-quarters 2p Bricgave, VonuNTEER Division, 
Camp, Vera Cruz, April 7, 1847. 


Sin: I have the honor to submit a brief report of the expedition 
to Alvarado, with which I was charged, by orders from the com- 
mander-in-chief. 

My command, consisting of the regiments from Georgia, Alaba- 
ma, South Carolina, a squadron of dragoons, under Major Beall, 
and a section of artillery, under command of Lieutenant Judd, left 
their camp, about 3 o'clock, p. m., on the 30th March, and advanced 
that evening to the mouth of Madelin river, when we encamped. I 
had previously arranged with Commodore Perry a plan of co-oper- 
ation for the expedition against Alvarado, in which it was stipu- 
lated that, whether resistance were made or not, the land and naval 
forces would effect an entrance at the same time, and act conjointly 
with each other. In crossing the Madelin river, on the morning of 
the 31st, I was greatly indebted to the assistance of the navy, in 
preparing a bridge of boats, under the energetic direction of Lieu- 
tenant Whitwell, first lieutenant of the Ohio ship of the line. The 
march, on the 31st, lay partly along the beach, through deep sand, 
and partly over a plain country, n rear of Lizardo. On the 1st 
March, aprii] we again struck the beach, and pursued it to the 
mouth ot the Alvarado river, with the infantry and train. I reached 
the town of Alvarado, with the cavalry, on the evening of the Ist 
of March, [April,] about half an hour after, Commodore Perry had 
landed there. In the mean time, when about fifteen miles from the 
town, I had received a note from Midshipman Temple, of the 
steamer Scourge, informing me that the town had surrendered, and 
requesting the commander of the land forces to hold it. "This 
note is annexed to this report. Immediately upon my arrival, Com- 
modore Perry expressed to me his disapproval of the act of Mr. 
Hunter, the commander of the Scourge, in landing; and hgs, 
I learn, signified it more publicly by the arrest of that officer. 

My command was posted in the town during my stay there. On 
the 2d, Commodore Perry, in the steamer Spitfire, proceeded up the 
river to the town of Tlacatalpa, having invited me to join him. My 
presence being required in camp, I sent with the expedition Lieu- 
tenant Derby, of the topographical engineers. Commissioners from 
that town conferred with the commodore and myself at Alvarado. 
They had made an unconditional surrender of their town and the 
neighboring country to our arms, and promised to furnish a number 
of horses, at least 500, to the quartermaster’s department, at low 
prices. The town of Alvarado contains about 1,200 to 1,500 inha- 
bitants, most of whom, however, had fled on our approach. With 
the surrender of the town, there fell into the hands of our naval 
and military forces twenty-two pieces of artillery, some ammuni- 
tion and military equipments, of minor value, all of which were left 
in the possession of the naval forces on our departure, as the com- 
mon capture of the naval and land forces. On the morning of the 
4th of April, my command left Alvarado and reached its camp at 
V era Cruz on the forenoon of the 6th, having again been indebted 


[d 
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to the active and prompt assistance of First Lieutenant Whitwell, 
of the navy, and the officers under his command, in crossing the 
Madelin at its mouth. I have the pleasure to report that although 
the leading objects of the expedition had been anticipated, by 
the surrender of the city, the other objects designated in my in- 
structions have been fully accomplished. "The Mexican population 
to the southward of this point have been conciliated by the exem- 
plary conduct of the troops. On my departure from Alvarado I 
had the gratification to receive the thanks of the alcalde, the cura 
and the principal men, for the protection afforded to them and to 
their property. I feel perfectly assured that our march has made 
a favorable impression upon the inhabifants. Communications have 
been opened with the people of the fertile country near the river 
Alvarado, and negotiations opened for supplies of horses and beef 
cattle, in which the country abounds: Lieutenant Mason, of the 
engineer corps, was detailed to accompany the expedition. He 
joined my staff, and performed, at his own request, the duty of su- 
perintending the pioneers in the repairs of the roads, and greatly 
facilitated the march by his attention to this matter. His report to 
me, which is transmitted, will show the description and calibre of 
the captured guns. Lieutenant Derby, of the topographical engi- 
neers, volunteered to act generally on my staff, and was zealous and 
active in the duties assigned him. For the order and good conduct 
of my command, I am also greatly indebted to the active assistance 
of Captain Deas, assistant adjutant general, and to the respective 
commanders of the regiments and separate commands. Commodore 
Perry, with his accustomed liberality, regards all captures made 
jointly by both commands. I cannot close this report without ex- 
pressing the great gratification which an official intercourse with 
this patriotic and 9 naval officer has occasioned. I also beg 
leave to present the valuable services which I received from that 
efficient officer Captain Irwin, assistant quartermaster, who had 

been detailed in that capacity under my command. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. QUITMAN, 
Brig. Gen. U. S. A., commanding, §c. * 
Lieuten:.nt H. L. Scorr, 
Jl. A. A. General. 


Vera Cruz, April 6, 1847. 


SIR: In compliance with your directions, I present the following 
memorandum of the engineer operations, (infinitely small as they 
were,) during your recent march to and from Alvarado. 

On the 30th of March I joined your command at about 3, p. m. 
In less than an hour after, you commenced your march from your 
camp towards Alvarado; the South Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama 
regiments, one section of Captain Steptoe’s battery, (3d artillery,) 
and a squadron of dragoens, under Major B. L. Beall, constituted 
your command. Passing by this city, and keeping constantly on 
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the sea beach, everywhere practicable for horses and wagons, you 
reached the mouth of the Madelin river the same evening. The 
distance is estimated at eleven miles. Your force bivouacked there 
during the-night. 

Next morning, etan early hour, you commenced your preparations 
to cross the river. Lieutenant Derby, of topographical engineers, 
and myself went over in a canoe, and found that, at the narrowest 
point of the river, the depth of water was between seven and eight 
feet. Subsequently a ford was found at the beach. A bridge was 
made at the narrows of the river, by the navy officers and men sent 
by Commodore Perry, and the infantry passed there, while the ar- 
tillery, cavalry, and wagons crossed at the ford alluded to. After 
passing the river, the beach was very difficult to artillery and 
wagons, for a distance of about two and a half miles. The pioneer 
company, ordered out by you, with great alacrity and zeal cleared 
the road, removing and cutting the logs and levelling the steep 
places. After crossing the two and a half miles alluded to, 'the 
beach broadened and flattened into a good road until we reached 
Anton Lizardo. One mile this side of Ánton Lizardo we should 
have turned off from the beach, but we did not, owing to the igno- 
rance of our guide. However, retracing our steps, we turned off 
from the beach, and, at the spot marked (A) on the map herewith, 
we came suddenly on a hill, whose acclivity was so great as to 
reach the maximum of steepness practicable by harnessed wagons. 
This caused some little delay; but the pioneer company soon con- 
structed a tolerable road up the steep, and all the wagons and 
guns passed it safely. We then entered a fine meadow plain fitted 
with cattle. We bivouacked that night at the point marked (M) 
on the map. | 

Next des (April Ist) we marched from (M) Loscocos to Alvarado, 
following the beach to the point marked (R) on the map. At (R) 
we left the beach and followed the bridle path marked on the map. 
This was, I think, longer than the beach road, and by no means so 
good, the heat being much greater than we should have found on 
the beach. This path being impr. cticable to wagons, the general 
took with him only the cavalry and staff, the infantry, artillery, and 
wagons following the next day by the beach road. 

Alvarado contains 300 houses, and from 1,200 to 1,500 people. It 
is protected against naval attacks by five batteries firing on the river, 
but possessing no power of resistance to a force that lands and 
attacks their rear. I will refer to these batteries, beginning at the 
mouth of the river. 

No. 1 isa semi-circular battery, with embrasures and platforms 
for nine guns. All the guns gave over had been removed. A little 
to its left was a redan, intended for two guns, but containing none 
at the time I visited it. 

No. 2 was on the right bank of the river. I did not cross the 
river to visit it. My navy friends described it as a five-gun battery. 
It was visible from No. 3, opposite to which it was, and seemed to 
me to be as described. 
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No. 3 was a seven-gun battery, and contained all its guns (car- 
ronades) excepting one long 24-pounder. 

No. 4, just below the town, contained one long 24-pounder and 
three carronades. 

No. 5, triangular work for seven guns—three brass 18-pounders, 
three 24-pounder carronades, and one iron 12-pounder. 

On the morning of the 4th April we left Alvarado to return. We 
reached this place on the morning of the 6th instant. No circum- 
stance, on the return march, worthy of special mention now occurs 
to me. 

| Respectfully, yours, 
' J. L. MASON. 

General QUITMAN, 

United States Army. 


No. 21. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Vera Cruz, April 8, 1847. 


Sin: A vessel, unexpectedly, being about to sail this morning for 
New Orleans, I write in haste, principally to forward by Colonel 
Bankhead, a passenger, a package of papers trom the acting in- 
spector general, containing lists of prisoners of war paroled, 
&c., &c. 

"The movement upon Jalapa, announced in general orders, No. 
94, herewith, commences to-day. Major General Patterson will 
follow to-morrow. 

This movement is forced, in reference to our very inadequate 
means of transportation, but made in the hope of doubling those 
means. 

Jalapa is the first point from the coast which combines healthi- 
ness with the reasonable prospect of obtaining some of the heavier 
articles of consumption for the army: as breadstuffs, fresh beef, and 
forage. 

Another expedition sails this morning for Alvarado, to ascend 
that river some forty miles, with some nrospect of obtaining a thou- 
sand or more horses for cavalry, draught, and packs. 

p; I have the honor to remain, sir, with great respect, your most 
obedient servant, 


Hon. W. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of War: 


* 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
No. 94. Vera Cruz, April 6, 1847. 


Limited means of transportation being in readiness, portions of 
the army will march as follows: 

The second division of regulars on the 8th instant, and the divi- 
sion of volunteers (two brigades only) twenty-four hours later. 

Major General Patterson will leave one of his three brigades in 
this immediate vicinity for further means of transportation, and al- 
so the Tennessee dismounted cavalry until the arrival of their 
horses. Both of these corps, for the time, will be under the im- 
mediate orders of the same brigadier general, and the latter, when 
his division marches, will report to general head-quarters for in- 
structions. 

The respective chiefs of the general staff will assign to the head- 
quarters of each marching division, an engineer, topographical en- 
gineer, and ordnance officer; an assistant quartermaster, an assis- 
tant commissary, and a medical officer. 

The chief quartermaster will assign to the 2d division, forty-five 
wagons, and to the division cf volunteers, fifty-five, for the entire 
baggage of the officers of every grade, the regiments and compa- 
nies. The interior distribution of wagons will be made at the 
head-quarters of each division. 

Taylor's and Talcotts field batteries will march with the 2d di- 
vision, and Steptoe’s with the division of volunteers. 

Colonel Harney will detach a squadron of the 2d dragoons with 
. each of those divisions. 

À special requisition for transportation will be made for each of 
those field batteries and squadrons, and one wagon will be assigned 
to the medical director of the division, for extra medicines and 
hospital stores. 

Every man will take for his musket or rifle, forty rounds of am- 
munition, and in his haversack hard bread for four days, and ba- 
con or pork (cooked) for two days. Fresh beef, with rations of 
salt, will be issued on the march. 

The utmost care will always be taken of ammunition and food 
issued to the troops. 

The chief quartermaster will send, in extra wagons, grain for the 
saddle, artillery, and cavalry horses of each division, for four days, 
and each baggage wagon will take grain for the same number of 
days for its own team. 

He will also turn over to the chief of ordnance ten wagons, and 
to the chief commissary one hundred wagons, to be loaded by them, 
respectively, with cartridges for small arms and subsistence stores. 

These extra wagons will be divided between the two divisions, 
march with, and be escorted and guarded, like other wagons at- 
tached to the divisions. 

The quartermaster's and commissary's departments will take 
prompt measures for the purchase and issue, on the march, of such 
forage and subsistence as it may be practicable to obtain, as also 
for the trains and escorts that may be sent back to this depot. 
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Each general of division will receive a route of march and in- 
structions from general head-quarters. 


By command of Major General Scott, 
H. L. SCOTT, 


A. A. A. General. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, April 30, 1847. 


SIR: I herewith transmit to you a statement prepared by the 
adjutant general, showing the number of troops, of various de- 
scriptions, which, it is expected, will be under the command of 
yourself and General Taylor at the time when the volunteers, now 
in service for twelve months, will be entitled to their discharge. 
The statement also shows the manner in which the President has 
organized the volunteers now in the feld, and called out for the 
war. The law requires that the President should organize the 
volunteer force, and he has done so; but if the exigencies of the 
service should require a modification or different arrangement, it 
will be made by the commanding generals to whom these troops are 
assigned. 

The number of troops for the main column of the army under 
your immediate command, will not, it is believed, be at any time 
diminished, but, on the contrary, scon be increased; and, by the end 
of June, raised to about twenty thousand. The column under the 
immediate command of Major General Taylor, will, it is expected, 
be full ten thousand strong. This distribution of our forces has 
been made without such means as you possess of determining what 
the service may require, and may, therefore, be changed, if the 
public good demands a different allotment. On this point the 
President wishes to be furnished with your opinion and views. 

I herewith transmit to you a copy of General Taylor's letter to 
this department, of the 14th of March, presenting his views of what 
ought to be the number and character of the column under him, 
if it is expected that it should advance into the interior of the 
enemy's country. He nrges the necessity of having with that 
column, in case of a forward movement, two or three thousand 
veteran troops that have seen service. However desirable it may 
be to strengthen his column in the way he proposes, yet, as the 
brunt of the war will, most probably, be borne by the army under 
your command, it would not, I apprehend, be wise to diminish that 
description of your troops, and the number desired cannot other- 
wise be obtained. Whether the suggestion of General Taylor can 
be carried out or not, can be best determined by you. As the 
general commanding in chief in Mexico, this, as well as many 
other matters, must, of course, be left to your judgment and direc- 
tion. 

The statement herewith furnished will show the amount of troops 
which the government hopes to be able to send to the seat of War, 
and it is believed you will have a sufficient force to penetrate the 
interior, and even to reach the city of Mexico. What embarrass- 
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ments may attend your forward movements, arising from the diffi- 
culties of obtaining supplies and the means of transportation, can- 
not be foreseen or anticipated here. The movements of General 
Taylor's column will depend, in a great measure, upon the move- 
ments of the main column under you. Whether it will be advisable 
for him to employ his force to create a diversion, or to move for- 
ward, in order to form a junction with you, or to hold his present 
line, or any other more eligible, are points on which the President 
desires your views; and it is deemed important that he should be 
favored with them at the earliest period. You will not, however, 
delay, in the mean time, to confer with General Taylor in relation 
to his operations, and give such directions thereto as the exigencies 
of the public service may require. : 

The last communication from you, dated the 8th instant, and re- 
ceived last evening, furnished the gratifying information that the 
advance upon Jalapa had already commenced. It is most anxiously 
desired that the army should be placed beyond the reach of the 
pestilence which prevails at Vera Cruz and the vicinity, through 
the summer months. I cannot too earnestly impress on you this 
important consideration, or the deep anxiety here felt that all 
possible precautions should be taken, for the preservation of the 
health of the troops. "That portion of the new recruits and volun- 
teers destined for the army under your command, must, unavoidably, 
debark at Vera Cruz. I trust you will make all the necessary ar- 
rangements to prevent their detention at that unhealthy place. 

Intimations have reached here that there is a disposition in seme 
portion of the people of the department of Vera Cruz, and other 
provinces, to sever their connection with the central government. 
Should this be found to be the case, you will countenance and en- 
courage it in the most effective way in your power, but will take 
care not to commit the United States to any course which would 
embarrass our government in the negociations for peace, or hold 
out the promise of aid or protection, beyond the continuance of the. 
present war. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 


vant, 
W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
. Major General WIxTIEID Scorr, 
Commanding United States army 1n .Mezico. 


8 


114 


Ex. Doc. No. 56. 
STATEMENT, No. 1. 


REGULAR ARMY.—ADDITIONAL FORCE. 


Organization of the additional military force into brigades and di- 
visions, pursuant to the provisions of the frst section of the act 
authorizing the appointment of an additional number of general 
Mc ers, approved March 3, 1847. 


[Estimated strength at 80 men to a company. ] 


Officers. Total. | Aggre- | 


gate. 
Brigade.—To be commanded by Brigadier General Peace, 
804 851 | 9th infantry, raised in the New England 
States - - - - - Col. Ransom. e 
804 851 | 12th infantry, raised in North and South) Lt. Col. Bonham, 
Carolina, Texas, Arkansas, and Mis- in absence of Col. 
souri - - - - Wilson. 
: d 3 Lt. Col. Howard 
&4 | 851 Joe, and Wiaensin. Michigan, ( in absence of Col. 
owe ` Morgan. 
2,412 | 2,553a | . 
———|——-——-|  Brigade.—To be commanded by Brig. Gen. CADWALADER. 
804 851 | 11th infantry, raised in Pennsylvania, Dela- 
ware, and Maryland - . - Col. Ramsey. 
804 851 | 14th infantry, raised in Louisiana, Tennes- 
see, and Illinois - - - - Col. Trousdale. 
804 851 | Voltigeurs or foot riflemen, raised in Penn- 


sylvania, Maryland, Virginia, Georgia, 


Mississippi, and Kentucky - - Col. Andrews. 


Brigade.—To be commanded by Brigadier General HopPtNo. 


47 804 851 | 10th infantry, raised in New York and New 
. Jersey - - - . - Col. Temple. 
47 804 861 | 13th infantry, raised in Virginia, Georgia, 
Alabama, and Florida  - - * Col. Echols. 
47 804 851 | 16th infantry, raised in Kentucky, Indiana, 
— y and Illinois . - - * Col. Tibbatts. 
141 2,412 2,553a 
48 805 853 | 3d regiment of dragoons—assigned to the command under Major 
General Taylor. : 
RECAPITULATION. 
EAAAAA——————————————————————M———M——M———————M——M—————————————Á— 
Total. Aggregate. 
Brigade . - - - - - . 2,412 a 2,553 
Brigade . ` > ` - . . - 2,412 a 2,553 
. Brigade - S . - - e - 2,412 a 2,553 
3d dragoons - Š ° ° S . ° ,805 853 
Ten regiments - - š $ - . ` 8,041 8,512 
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e 1. One of the major generals of the regular army (appointed un- 
der the act of March 3, 1847,) will continue with the main army, 
under the major general commanding-in-chief; and the other he will 
order to join the army under Major General Taylor, who will as- 
sign him to the command of a division. 

2. Brigadier Generals Pierce and Cadwalader, with their brigades, 
as seen above, are assigned to the main army, under the immediate 
command of Major General Scott. All the necessary instructions 
have been despatched, directing the regiments to join the headquar- 
ters of the general-in-chief, via Vera Cruz. Nearly all of the com- 
panies, (except those of the 9th and 12th,) composing these brigades, 
ought to arrive at Vera Cruz by the last of May, and the two bri- 
gades should muster nearly 3,500 strong. 

3. Brigadier General Hopping, with his brigade, and the 3d regi- 
ment of dragoons, are assigned to the division of the army under 
Major General Taylor; and it is calculated that the 10th and 16th 
regiments will soon be filled, and be concentrated at Point Isabel 
before the end of May. These two regiments should muster 1,600 
or 1,800 strong, if not more. 

4. The organization into brigadesand divisions, having been made 
by the President according to law, he directs, will nevertheless be 
subject to such changes and alterations as the good of the service 
in time of campaign may, in the opinion of the general-in-chief 
commanding in the field, render necessary and proper. 


General officers, in the order of rank, for duty with the ten regiments. 


and one to be sent to Major General 

. Major Gen. Quitman Taylor. 

Brig. Gen. Pierce... . . Assigned to the main army, under Major 
General Scott. 

. Brig. Gen. Cadwalader. Assigned to the main army, under Major 
General Scott. 

. Brig. Gen. Hopping... Assigned to the army under Major Gen- 
eral Taylor. : 


. Major Gen. Pillow.. l One-to continue with Major Gen. Scott, 


ao wo wN rM 


By order: 
| R. JONES, 


Adjutant General. 
War DEPARTMENT, 


Adjutant Generals Office, Washington, April 26, 1847. 
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STATEMENT, No. 2. 
VOLUNTEER SERVICE. 


Organization of the regiments of volunteers called out in November, 


1846, and April, 1817, into brigades and divisions. 


[ To join the army under the immediate orders of Major General Scott, eia Vera Cruz.] 


Strength when mustered in. 


Estimated 


Estimated 
Do 
Do 
Do 


Estimated 


Estimated 


Estimated 
Do 
Do 


Do 
Do 


Total. 


Brigade.—To be commanded by Brig. Gen. SHIELDS. 


° 1 regiment from New York. 
* 2 regiments from Pennsylvania. 


2 companies from Pennsylvania, (to be raised.) 


Brigade.—[V acant.]—Brigadier General to be appointed. 


* 1 regiment from South Carolina. 
* 1 regiment from Louisiana. 


5 companies, (kattalion,) foot, from Louisiana, (to be raised.) 
2 companies, horse, from Louisiana, (to be raised.) 

5 companies, (battalion,) foot, from Georgia, (to bo raised.) 
1 company, horse, from Georgia, (to be raised.) 


[ Assigned to the division of the army under Maj. Gen. Taylor.] 
Brigade.—To be commanded by Brig. Gen. MARSHALL. 


I regiment from Mississippi. 

* 1 regiment from Virginia. 

* 1 regiment from North Carolina. 

t 5 companies, (battalion,) foot, from Virginia. 


Brigade.—To be commanded by Brig. Gen. Lang. 
1 regiment from Illinois, (to be raised.) 


1 company, horse, from Illinois, (to be raised.) 
1 regimont from Indiana, (to be raised.) 


5 companies, (battalion,) foot, from New Jersey, (to be raised.) 


1 company, foot, from Florida, (to be raised ) 
1 company, borse, from Arkansas, (to be raised ) 


5 companies, horse, from Texas, (to be raised.) 


Brigade.—To be commanded by Brig. Gen. CusHING. 


* ] regiment from Massachusetts. 


1 regiment from Ohio, (to be raised.) 

1 company, horse, from Ohio, (to be raised.) i 

5 companies, (battalion,) foot, from District of Columbia and 
Maryland, (to be raised.) 

5 companies, (battalion,) foot, from Alabama, (to be raised.) 

1 company, horse, from Alabama, (to be raised.) 


— rr rr —j—ʃ ———————— 


1 Two companies to be raised—3 supernumerary companies now with regiment in Mexico. 
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RECAPITULATION. 
a 2,541 
a 1,753 
a 2,596 
a 350 
a 873 


8,113 volunteers called out in November last, and now in 
the field—sick included. 


General officers for the volunteer forces, in the order of rank: re- 
assignment to brigades and divisions. 


bens 


. Major General Butler, to remain with the army under Major 
General Taylor. | 
2. Major General Patterson, to remain with the main army, under 
Major General Scott. 
. Brigadier General Marshall, to remain with the army under Ma- 
jor General Taylor. | 
2. Brigadier General Lane, to remain with the army under Major 
General Taylor. l 
3. Brigadier General Shields, to remain with the main army, under 
Major General Scott. ° 
4. Brigadier General Cushing, assigned to the army under Major 
General Taylor. 


kee 


REMARKS. 


1. Major General Butler will resume the command of a division 
under Major General Taylor, when able to join the army in the 
field. 

2. Major General Patterson, now with the army in Mexico, will 
continue in command of the division of volunteers serving with the 
column under the immediate orders of the major general command- 
ing-in-chief. | 

3. The regiments and companies marked thus [*] are now serv- 
ing in the field; the others are to be raised under the call of Apfil 
19, 1847. | 


Recapitulation of strength of volunteer brigades. E 


— ee — — — —  >ə>. — 
—ñ—— E ——— 


Total. 


Assigned to main army, 2,701 | Brigade—to be commanded by Brig. Gen. Shields. 
under Major General , 5,494 : 
Scott . - 


Assigned to army under 
Major General Tay- 
]or - - - 


2,793 | Brigade—brigadier general to be appointed. 
2,156 | Brigade—to be commanded by Brigadier General 
1 979 Marshall. | 
) 2,590 | Brigade—to be commanded by Brig. Gen. Lane. 
2,633 [Brigade to be commanded by Brigadier General 
Cushing. 


Total for brigades - 13,473 
EE 
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1. Of this force, (13,473,) 8,113 were mustered into service under 
the call made in November last; but, counting the casualties, it may 
now be computed to be but little, if any, over 7,000. Computing 
the companies to be 80 when mustered into service, the additional 
volunteer force, under the call of April 19th, will amount to 6,480 
men, of which 1,200 are assigned to the army under General Scott, 
and 5,280 to the army under General Taylor. 

2. Of the volunteers called out in November last, (8,113,) 4,994 
are serving with the army under Major General Scott, and 3,819 
with the division under Major General Taylor; but the casualties 
. of the service require a deduction of at least 15 per cent. from this 
number—T[A pril 26th, i. e., during the first three months of service. | 

By order: 
R. JONES, 
Adjutant General. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Adjutant Generals Office, Washington, April 26, 1847. 


No 22. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
| Vera Cruz, April 11, 1847. 

SIR: According to general orders, No. 94, Twiggs's division of 
regulars (the 2d) marched tor Jalapa, the 8th instant, and were 
followed, the next day, by Patterson's division (two hrigades onlv) 
of volunteers; leaving Quitman’s brigade and Thomas’s Tennessee 
horse. Worth's division of regulars, (the Ist,) and the seige train, 
remained behind, from the same cause—the want of means of trans- 
5 (See dee orders, No. 105, of this date.) Brevet 

ieutenant Colonel Martin Scott, and 300 men of the 5th infantry, . 
sailed the 8th instant, to ascend the Alvarado some 50 miles, in 
search of draught and pack animals, to be back in two or three 
days from this time. 

From the advancing columns I have yet heard not a word. Twiggs 
must now be near Jalapa. I sent him, the 9th instant, a note through 
the commanders in his rear, advising him that President Santa Anna 
bad arrived at Jalapa, with a force of, exaggerated by rumor, 6,000 
men. I did not believe in half that number. (See the note ad- 
_ dressed, in the first instance, to Major General Patterson, herewith 
enclosed.) I, however, made some hasty arrangements to follow; 
personally, at the first intimation that a serious conflict might be 
expected. I still believe that none is to be expected this side of 
Jalapa, or before my arrival there. 

In the mean time, our means of transportation are slowly in- 
creasing, by arrivals from the Brassos and Tampico; to be further 
augmented, we have some reason to hope, from Alvarado and the 
line of operation in front. Captain Irwin, now some days chief of 
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the quartermaster’s department, is displaying great energy and 
powers of combination. 

As the result of an increase of horses, wheels, and packs, three 
heavy seige pieces will move to-morrow, and, I think, Worth’s di- 
vision in twelve or twenty-four hours later. Again, pledse see 
general orders, No. 105. 

I hope not to be called to the front in the next day or two, when 
my arrangements, of every sort, for this depot, will be so far ad- 
vanced as to give to forward movements firmness of step and con- 
sistency; otherwise the army, without reference to the enemy, might 
be in danger of retracing its steps towards this water depot, in 
search of indispensable supplies. 

I have good reason to know that the Mexican Congress have 
secretly authorized President Santa Anna to negotiate a peace with 
the United States; on what basis or ultimatum 1 may learn through 
my agents in a few days. The department need not fear that I shall, 
early or late, consent to any truce, without placing the United 
States on a safe footing for negotiations. 

The quartermaster's and commissary departments are in want of 
funds for disbursements, and there is silver coin in abundance here, 
in the hands of, principally, foreign merchants. They are willing 
to cash drafts upon the United States, endorsed officially by me, 
but demand that we should allow a premium of six per centum— 
the amount already paid to Mexico for the privilege of shipment 
to Europe. I have replied that, if the United States drafts are 
not worth the full amount expressed on their face, that the United 
States forces are strong enough not to allow an ounce of the pre- 
cious metals to be shipped to Europe, without my consent, or with- 
out payment of a duty equal to the premium demanded. Hence 
my order, No. 103, of yesterday, herewith enclosed. The money is 
held for shipment in the next steam packet, British. This will soon 
show that the United States are sovereign in the principal Mexican 
ports, and bring our drafts up to par. Then I may, on the pro- 
mises necessary, rescind that o:der, or take the money that the army 
may need and give drafts, at par, for it. 

In the act of writing, I have received the report of Brigadier 
General Twiggs, with the addition of es General Pillow on 
this side, of which I enclose copies. ajor General Patterson, 
who has been somewhat out of health, had not quite got up with 
Pillow, te porarily in the command of the volunteer division. 
Four thousand men I think rather an exaggerated account of the 
enemy’s force this side of Jalapa. Nevertheless, by working all 
night, I shall deem it best to be ready to go forward, personally, 
early in the morning. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with high respect, your most obedient 
servant, š 
WINFIELD SCOTT, 
Hon. Wm. L. Marcy, 

Secretary of War. 


P. S. I send copies, in English and Spanish, of my proclamation 
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of this date. It is likely to do much good. I enclose also some 
other papers, not specifically named above. 
W.S. 


New Orueans, April 23, 1847. 


Sin: The accompanying package“ was entrusted to my care, with 
instructions from General Scott to deposite it in the post office at 
New Orleans, if, on my arrival there, I should feel unable to pro- 
ceed at once to Washington, via Mobile. 

In accordance with this direction, I send the letter by mail, and 
beg leave to state, in explanation to one of the orders enclosed, 
(No. 108,) that it was issued after the parties interested had prom- 
ised to receive United States paper at par for the specie of the 
country. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient ser- 


vant 
E. P. SCAMMON, 
lst Lieut., and A. Aid-de-camp. 


To Hon. W. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of War. 


GENERAL ORDERS, 
No. 75. i 

HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 

Camp Washington, before Vera Cruz, March 28, 1847. 


As soon as the city of Vera Cruz shall be garrisoned by his 
brigade, Brigadier General Worth will become the temporary gov- 
ernor of the same. 

Without disturbing the ordinary functions of the civil magis- 
tracy, as between Mexicans and Mexicans, he will establish strict 
police regulations for securing good order and good morals in the 
said city. 

He will also establish a temporary and moderate tariff of duties, 
subject to the approval of the general-in-chief and Commodore 
Perry, commanding United States home squadron, on all articles 
imported by sea from countries other than the United States; the 
proceeds of said tariff to be applied to the benefit of the sick and 
wounded of the army, the squadron, and the indigent inhabitants 
of Vera Cruz. 

The tariff so to be established will be continued until the instruc- 
tions of the government at home shall be made known in the case. 

By command of Major General Scott. 

H. L. SCOTT, 


A. A. A. General. 


* General Scott’s despatch, above, and the following papers, therein enclosed. 
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The following tariff of duties is decreed and announced for the in- 
| : formation of all concerned: 


Vera Cruz, April 3, 1817. 


1. All articles introduced by regularly appointed sutlers, (who - 
will be required to exhibit to the assistant adjutant general the 
evidence of their appointment,) called and known as soldiers’ 
necessaries, as also supnlies of all kinds for officers, are duty free; 
but to avoid misapprehension or fraud, all articles imported by that 
class of persons will be entered at the custom house, and arrange- 
ment made with the collector for payment of duties on the whole 
cargo, subject to restitution (or freedom from duty) of such articles, 
or the value thereof, as may be sold to officers or soldiers. Said 
articles or value to be certified and sworn to, in a manner satisfac- 
tory to the collector, and in conformity with such regulations as he 
may adopt, under sanction of the commander or governor of Vera 
Cruz and dependencies. 

2. On provisions 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On wines, cider, ale, and porter, 15 per cent. ad valorem, 

On all other liquors 75 per cent. ad valorm. 

On raw cotton 4 cents per pound. 

All other articles of merchandize 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

3. Several foreign vessels having arrived and been under deten- 
tion, before the occupation, are admitted under the foregoing regu- 
lations; but henceforth all foreign vessels arriving will be held 
subject to such duties as said vessels or cargoes would be required 
to pay in any port of the United States, or to exhibit, before admis- 
sion, evidence of entry and payment of duties in the United States; 
but always subjected to the additional duty hereby imposed. 

The collector of the port will draw up and submit for approval 
port regulations, which, when approved, will be duly imposed. 

It is further decreed that foreign goods, in deposit in the United 
States, arriving at this port will be admitted by paying duties as 
per tariff of the United States, the same arriving at this port in 
American bottoms. 

The foregoing regulations to be in force until otherwise directed 
by the governor for the time being, or the orders of the govern- 
ment of the United States. 

W. J. WORTH, Governor, 
Brevet .Major General Commanding. 
WM. J. McCLUNG, 
Commander U. S. Navy. 
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ORDERS,  HEAD-QUARTERS, 
No. 1. Vera Cruz, March 29, 1847. 


In obedience to the order of the general-in-chief, Major General 
Worth enters upon the duties of commanding officer and governor 
of Vera Cruz and San Juan de Ulloa. 


By order of Major General Worth, governor and commanding 
officer. 


W. W. MACKALL, 
Acting Adjutant General. 


As the sole civil authority of the city, I announce to its inhabi- 
tants that the actual governor has addressed to me the following 


order: $ 
ORDERS, HEAD- QUARTERS, 
No. 3. Vera Cruz, March 30, 1847. 


1. The alcalde will forthwith cause all citizens of Vera Cruz, 
other than such as may receive special authority, to deliver up their 
arms into his custody, reports of the same to be made to these 
head- quarters. 

2. The alcalde will cause every “ pulperias” to be forthwith 
closed, and none hereafter opened, except under special license. 
And none to be opened after 6 o’clock, p. m., when licensed. 

. 9. The alcalde will require every citizen to apply for a letter of 
domicil, showing his occupation. 

That the foregoing may be better carried into effect, the first ofh- 
cer of this corporation will receive into the public warehouses all 
the arms referred to in article first. l 

From the secretary of the corporation will be obtained such 
licenses as are referred to in article second. 

From the same officer will be obtained the letters of domicil re- 
ferred to in article third. f 

The office of the secretary will be opened daily from ten in the 


morning until two in the afternoon, and any person neglecting to 


comply with the provisions of these articles will be liable to such 
punishment as may be awarded to his disobedience. 

4. The Mexican laws, as between Mexicans, will be continued 
in force, and justice administered by the regular Mexican tri- 
bunals. 

5. In all cases arising between American citizens of the army, or 
the authorized followers of the same, a military commission will be 
appointed to investigate the case. 

6. All Mexicans will be allowed to enter and leave the city freely 
between reveille and retreat. 

7. Soldiers on pass can enter the city by the gates of Mercy and 
Mexico, and at no other point, between the hours of 10, a. m., and 


6, p. m.; at the latter hour all soldiers, not on duty with the guards, 
will retire f:om the city. 
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8. Mr. F. M. Diamond is appointed ‘collector of the port of Vera 
Cruz. Mr. Diamond will receive special instructions in respect to 
his duties. 

9. The following regulations will be observed by the collector 
in respect to army sutlers, &c. All soldiers’ and officers! necessa- 
ries, (a list of which will be hereafter furnished,) are to be free of 
duties; all goods of geperal merchandise are to be subjected to the 
same duties as are imposed upon other merchants; the tariff of du- 
ties to be immediately arranged. 

10. The collector will make to this office, weekly, a detailed ac- 
count of receipts, and pay out no moneys collected without the 
written approval and sanction of the governor and commanding 
general. 

71. The collector will execute a bond in the usual form in the 
sum and security of one thousand dollars. 

By order of Major General Worth, governor and commanding 
general. 


W. W. MACKALL, 
Acting Adjutant General. 


ORDERS, HEAD-QUARTERS, 
No. 4. Vera Cruz, March 31, 1847. 


1. All persons, whether neutrals or natives, who received in de- 
posite public property, such as munitions of war, tobacco, &c., 
during the siege, or since the occupation of Vera Cruz and its de- 
pendencies, will forthwith deliver the same to the custody of the 
following officers appointed for that purpose, to wit: Lieutenant 
Colonels Childs and Duncan. 

2. C. Markoe is appointed notary public, and invested with all 
the powers and authority attached to that officer under the laws of 
Louisiana and the Mexican laws. 

3. Felix Peters is appointed inspector of revenue with all the 
powers and authority attached to that office under the laws of the 
United States. 

1 order of Major General Worth, governor and commanding 
offi cer. | 


W. W. MACKALL, 
Acting Adjutant General. 


ORDERS, HEAD-QUARTERS, 
No. 5. Vera Cruz, April 1, 1847. 


1. Senor Ramer P. Vela, finding it necessary to leave the city to 
attend to his private affairs, desires to relinquish the office of al- 
calde, in which capacity he ceases to act from this date. l 

2. Lieutenant Colonel Holzinger is hereby named and appointed 


e 
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alcalde, with all the honors which, by the Mexican laws, appertain 
to his office. . 

3. Jonas N. Levy is appointed harbor master in connexion with 
the customs. 

By order of Major General Worth, governor and commanding 


officer. 
WM. W. MACEALL, A. A. C. 
ORDERS, HEA D- QUARTERS, 
No. 6. Vera Cruz, April 1, 1847. 


1. To prevent exactions which fall principally on people in mo- 
derate or indigent circumstances, after consultation with the eivil 
authorities, the following tariff of prices for the necessaries and 
comforts of life is decreed and ordered: 


Bread, loaf of 12 ounces .. 1323 cents. 

Bega eeh EE gegen per pound: 
NEE eegen, 182 M s 

. Venen J24 “ « 
Pf ek va s l i 
I“?„!. per gust 


2. Every exaction beyond the foregoing regulations will subject 
the offender to be debarred the privilege of vending, and to a fine 
of ten dollars for each offence. 

3. Army meat contractors are prohibited vending meat except as 
required under their contracts, and to officers and followers of the 
army of the United States. 

Bei order of Major General Worth, governor and commanding 
officer. 


oO o 00 to = 


W. W. MACKALL, 4. A. G. 


ORDERS, HEAD-QUARTERS, 
No.7.. Vera Cruz, April 1, 1847. 


1. Juan Bell and Mr. Gallis are authorised to keep fondas, with 
privilege to vend liquors to be used therein, for which privilege 
jn is to pay into the city treasury monthly, in advance, Éfty dol- 
ars. 

2. Senibrelo, Bonificio, and Harry Evans, are authorised to open 
cafes, without privilege of keeping or vending liquors, to pay ten 
dollars per month for said privilege. 

3. Any and every unauthorised person who shall be detected tn 
keeping liquors for sale by retail, or vending the same, shall, be- 
side a forfeiture of stock, be subjected to a fine.of two hundred 
dollars and imprisonment. š 

Sat order of Major General Worth, governor and commanding 
officer. 


W. W. MACKALL, 4. A. G. 


° 
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GENERAL ORDERS, HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ÅRMY, 
No. 101. Vera Cruz, April 9, 1847. 


lst. Before a military commission, convened at this place by 
general orders, Nos. 83, 88, and 90, head-quarters of the army, and 
of which Lieutenant Colonel Anderson, Ist Tennessee foot, is pres- 
ident, was tried—Isaac Kirk, a free man of color, a resident of the 
United States of America, charged as follows: 


Charge 1st.— Rape. 


Specification.—In this, that the said Isaac Kirk, colored man and 
a citizen of the United States, did commit, or attempt to commit, 
a rape on the person of Maria Antonias Gallegas, a Mexican 
woman, on or about the 4th of Apri!, A. D. 1847, on the road be- 
tween the ruins of Malibran and her residence, called “La 
Boticana,“ (Mexico.) : 


Charge 2d.—Theft. 


.. Specification.—In this, that the said Isaac Kirk, a colored man, 
and a citizen of the United States, did, on or about the 4th of April, 
A. D. 1847, steal from Maria Antonias Gallegas, the sum of ten 
dollars and a comb; this on the road between Malibran and her 
residence, called“ La Boticana,“ (Mexico.) 
To all which the accused pleaded not guilty. 
e 
Sentence. 


The commission found the accused, Isaac Kirk, guilty as charged, 
and sentenced him—four-fifths of all the members present concur- 
ring therein—to be hanged by the neck until dead; and that such 
execution take place at such time and placeas the general-in-chief 
mav appoint, and may God have mercy on his sou]. 

4th. The general-in-chief approves the proceedings and sentence 
in the case of Isaac Kirk. "The sentence will be carried into ex- 
ecution at such hour to-morrow, and such place without the walls, 
as may be designated by the governor of the city, who is requested 
to cause this order to be executed, and also to cause public notice 
to be given of the same in the Spanish language. 


By command of Major General Scott. 
H. L. SCOTT, A. A. General. 


Official. 
W. W. MACKALL, A. A. General. 
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ORDERS, HEAD-QUARTERS, 
No. 6. Vera Cruz, April 9, 1847. 


The sentence awarded in the case of Isaac Kirk, approved by 
the general commanding-in-chief the armies of the United States, 
will be carried into execution, at 5 o’clock, p. m., to-morrow, be- 
yond the city walls and west of the road leading from the gate de 
Merced. "E 

By order of Major General Worth, governor and commanding 
general. 


W. W. MACKALL, A. A. General. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Vera Cruz, April 9, 1847. 

Sır: I send you a paper giving information which, I think, may 
be confided in to some extent. 

If you are, contrary to my hopes, unable, from bad health, to 

roceed with your marching division, send these papers forward to 
Brigadier General Twiggs, to be shown, in passing, to Brigadier 
General Pillow. 

If the former should ask for reinforcements from your division, 
you or Brigadier General Pillow will please hasten forward the 
field battery of Captain Wall, (the 12-pounder battery,) together 
with the squadron of cavalry with the same division, and follow 
without delay with your infantry. 

Should I receive information from you, Brigadier General Pil- 
low, or Brigadier General Twiggs in front, confirming that I now 
communicate, I shall immediately proceed to the front of our ad- 
vancing forces. 

If you are detained, or likely to be detained, I need not say that 
your written instructions from me should be immediately transfer- 
red to Brigadier General Pillow. 

Please send me word, orally, what is the state of your personal 
health, and let this note and the accompanying papers go forward, 
as above, without delay. 

With great respect, &c., &c., 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Maj. Gen. PATTERSON, 

United States army, &c., &c. 
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HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Vera Cruz, April 11, 1847. 


Major General Scott, general-in-chief of the armies of the United 
States of America: 


To THE GOOD PEOPLE OF Mexico. 
PROCLAMATION. 


Mexicans! At the head of a powerful army, soon to be doubled, 
a part of which is advancing upon your capital, and with another 
army under Major General Taylor, in march from Saltillo to- 
wards San Luis de Potosi, I think myself called upon to address 

ou. š . 

Mexicans! Americans are not your enemies, but the enemics, for 
a time, of the men who, a year ago, misgoverned you, and brought 
about this unnatural war between two great republics. We are the“ 
friends of the peaceful inhabitants of the country we occupy, and 
the friends of your holy religion, its hierarchy, and its priesthood. 
The same church is found in all parts of our own country, crowded 
with devout Catholics, and respected by our government, l«ws, and 


poe 

For the church of Mexico, the unoffending inhabitants of the 
country, and their property, I have, from the first, done everything 
in my power to place them under the safe guard of martial law, 
against the few bad men in this army. 

My orders to that effect, known to all, are precise and rigorous. 
Under them, several Americans have already been punished, by 
fine, for the benefit of Mexicans, besides imprisonment; and ene, 
for a rape, has been hung by the neck. 

Is this not a proof of good faith and energetic dišeipline? ` 
Other proofs shall be given as often as injuries to Mexicans may 
be detected. 

On the other hand, injuries committed by individuals, or parties 
of Mexico, not belonging to the public forces, upon individuals, 
small parties, trains of wagons and teams, or of pack mules, or 
on any other person or property belonging to this army, contrary 
to the laws of war, shall be punished with rigor; or, if the partic- 
ular offenders be not delivered up by the Mexican authorities, the 
punishment shall fall upon entire cities, towns, or neighbor- 
hoods. i 

Let, then, all good Mexicans remain at home, or at their peace- 
ful occupations; but they are invited to Wee: in for sale, horses, 
mules, beef, cattle, corn, barley, wheat, flour for bread, and veget- 
ables. Cash will be paid for everything this army may take or pur- 
chase, and protection will be given to all sellers. The Americans 
are strong enough to offer these assurances, wLich,should Mexicans 
wisely accept, this war may soon be happily ended, to the honor 
and advantage of both belligerents. Then the Americans, having 
converted enemies into friends, will be happy to take leave of Mex- 


. ico, and return.to their own country. 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 
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Statement of Nicholas Dorich, an agent of Colonel Kinney, viz: 


“Nicholas Dorich states, that, when General Twiggs passed 
through Boca Potraza, he did not permit him (Dorich) to be mo- 
lested, and that his division was furnished with beef, cattle, &c.; 
but, when General Patterson's division came along, the volunteers 
entered his house with an axe, cut down his doors, and he showed 
them that he was a Spaniard, and had a Spanish security; the sol- 
diers tore it up; and a captain came in to prevent him from being 
hurt, and the soldiers struck the captain and knocked him down, 
and then attacked him, (Nicholas Dorich,) and hurt him in the face, 
arm, and leg. Then the American officer told him that he could 
not protect him; that, as he saw the men were very bad, he (Nich- 
olas) then ran away to the woods, and they (the soldiers) overtook 
him and stripped him of all his clothes. That same evening he 
came across some of our men who, finding him naked and scratch- 
ed, gave him a pair of shoes and a shirt. 

«€ General Patterson was furnished, by the officers who witnessed 
these things, with a certificate of the treatment he had received; 
of the fact that he had been robbed; also, the certificate gave the 
companies to which the men belonged, and he thinks, tbeir names 
They took from him about $500 in American de and silver, which 
had been paid to him by Colonel Kinney and Mr. Dawley for mules 
and cattle. When he called on General Patterson, he was sick, 
but he told him not to be concerned, that he would be reim- 
bursed. 

„In consequence of this, (the outrage,) the people have lost the 
confidence they had previously, and have gone into the woods. 

‘They destroyed everything, even his well, though he had sup- 
plied thém with water and everything they wanted. They took off six 
mules,too,andsixasses. He gave one man ahorse, saddle, and bridle, 
because he had prevented the others from killing him. After he 
got into the woods, they shot at him twice. One soldier, for try- 
ing to protect our lives and property, was wounded with a bayonet. 
Another died, from what cause I don’t know, as I was in the woods. 
I had gathered up some three hundred horses, mules, and cattle, 
for the army, but owing to this disturbance, I turned them loose, 
as did another man who was collecting for the same purpose. He 
thinks these men belonged to the New York regiment, but does not 
know. As the general (T wiggs) passed his house, he (the general) 
ordered him not to sell liquor. When these men came up, they 
asked for whiskey; he told them he had none; they threatened to 
kill him unless he gave them some. He says the whole road 
is lined with volunteers, in parties of 4, 5, and 6. Although 
the officers came up after the first outrage, they told him that 
the men knew he had liquor, and that they could do nothing with 
them, and told him to let them have liquor, which he did. The 
officers took it out. Then this party went away, and the following 
destroyed everything." 

The above named Nicholas Dorich was employed’ by me to fur- 
nish supplies for the use of the United States army, which he has 
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done,together with Don Manuel Garcia, to [a] considerable extent, 
and I believe his statement true. 


H. L. KINNEY. 
GENERAL ORDERS, t HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
No. 103. Vera Cruz, April 10, 1847. 


Pending the possession of any port of the republic of Mexico, 
by the forces of the United States of America, not an ounce of gold 
or silver shall be shipped from the same, without a regular clear- 
ance from its collector, who will charge, for the benefit of the 
United States treasury, an export duty of siz per centum upon 
every such clearance and shipment. i 

By command of Major General Scott. | 
H. L. SCOTT, 

A. A. A. General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
No. 108. Vera Cruz, April 12, 1847. 


General orders, No. 103, of the 10th instant, respecting the ship- 
ment of gold and silver, is suspended, and will so remain suspended, 
as long as the drafts of the chief disbursing officers with this 
army, on the principal cities of the United States, at short sight 
(say from three to five days) can be cashed at par. 

The present chief disbursing officers, alluded to above, are Cap- 
tain J. R. Irwin, quartermaster, Captain J. B. Grayson, commissary, 
and Major E. Kirby, paymaster. 

By command of Major General Scott. 


H. L. SCOTT, 
l JA. A. A. General. 


NATIoNAL Bribdce, April 11, 1847. 


Sır: I have received General Scott’s letter to General Patter- 
son, of the 9th instant. I cannot determine what Santa Anna's 
force is, nor could I be certain he was at Jalapa, or the vicinity, 
until yesterday evening. His force is variously stated from two to 
thirteen thousand; all the information, of course, from Mexicans, 
and not to be relied on. One thing seems to be certain, that the 
pass between this and Jalapa will be disputed. I have no doubt 
but I shall reach the latter place with my command. The weather 
has been so very warm that it is difficult to get the men on. Sev- 
enty-five was absent yesterday afternoon at inspection; many come 
up during the night. I shall reach “Plan del Rio,” this evens 
where the advance of the Mexicans are posted. All,or nearly all, 
of the inhabitants have left their homes, which to me is the 
strongest proof that they think a fight is near at hand. Captain 

9 
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Johnson, topographical engineers, who has been in the advance, 
and questioned most of the Mexicans, thinks Santa Anna's force 
cannot exceed four thousdnd. ‘To-morrow (the 12th) we shall be 
able to state with more certainty the position of the Mexicans. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

| D. E. TWIGGS, 
| Brigadier General U. S. Army. 

Captain H. L. Scorr, 

Adjutant General, U. S. Army. 


GENERAL: I have, from three different Mexicans, who had not 
seen each other, information of the pass being in possession of the 
enemy in some force. The only question is as to his forces. I do 
not believe he is as strong as your information represented. But 
that there are troops under arms, and in possession of the pass, 
cannot be doubted. My information states that General Langardo 
compelled one thousand of the troops, embraced in the capitula- 
tion at Vera Cruz, to take up arms. 

Respectfully, | 
GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier General U. S. Army. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 14, 1847. 
Sır: The President has commissioned Brigadier Generals Pil- 
low and Quitman, Major Generals, and they have been ordered to 
report to you for duty. It is the expectation of the President that 
they will be assigned to duty with the column of the army in 
Mexico under your immediate command. | 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient ser- 
vant. 
W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Major General Scorr, 
Commanding, &c. 


[ Confidential. ] 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 14, 1847. 
Sin: The signal successes which have attended our military 
operations since the commencement of the present war, would 
seem to justify the expectation that Mexico will be disposed to 
offer fair terms of accommodation. With a view to a result so 
desirable, the President has commissioned Nicholas P. Trist, esq., 


dé 
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of the State Department, to proceed to your head-quarters or to 
the squadron,as to him may seem most convenient, and be in readi- 
ness to receive any proposal which the enemy may see fit to make 
for the restoration of peace. 

Mr. Trist is clothed with such diplomatic powers as. will au- 
thorize him to enter into arrangements with the government of 
Mexico for the suspension of hostilities. Should he make known 
to you, in writing, that the contingency has occurred, in conse- 
quence of which the President is willing that further active mili- 
tary operations should cease, you will regard such notice as a 
direction from the President to suspend them until further orders 
from this department, unless continued or recommenced by the 
enemy; but in so doing, you will not retire from any place you 
may occupy, or abstain from any change of position which you 
may deem necessary to the health or safety of the troops under 
your command, unless, on consultation with Mr. Trist, a change in 
the position of your forces should be deemed necessary to the suc- 
cess of the negotiations for peace. Until hostilities, as herein pro- 
posed, shall be intermitted, you will continue to carry on your 
operations with energy, and push your advantages as far as your 
means will enable you to do. | l 

Mr. Trist is also the bearer of a despatch to the secretary of for- 
eign affairs of the government of Mexico, in reply to one addressed 
to the Secretary of State here. You will transmıt that despatch to 
the commander of the Mexican forces, with a request that it may 
be laid before his government, at the same time giving information 
that Mr. Trist, an officer from our department for foreign affairs, 
next in rank to its chief, is at your head-quarters or on board the 
squadron, as the case may be. 

. You will afford Mr. Trist all the accommodation and facilities in 
your power to enable him to accomplish the objects of his mis- 
sion. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Major General WINFIELD Scott, | | 
Comd’g the army of the U. S., Mexico. 


P.S. Should a suspension of hostilities take place, you will 
lose no time in communicating the fact to Major General Taylor. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, May 14, 1847. 


Sır: It affords me pleasure to be the medium of communicating 
to you, and through you, to the army under your command, the ac- 
companying preamble and resolutions adopted by the common 
council of the city of New York, unanimously expressing their ap- 
preciation of the skill and valor of the officers and men, as therein 
named in said resolutions. 
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A copy of these resolutions has been transmitted to Major Gen- 
eral Taylor. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. MARCY, 
| Secretary of War. 
Major General WiNFIELD Scorr, 
Commanding U. S. Army, Mexico. 


War DEPARTMENT, May 17, 1847. 


Sin: I am directed by the President to call your attention to the 
seventeenth section of the act of Congress entitled “ An act to 
make provision for an additional number of general officers and for 
other purposes," passed on the 3d of March last, and to request 
you to take proper measures to enable him to bestow upon merito- 
rious non-commissioned officers and privates in the army, who have 
distinguished themselves, the benefits of its provisions. 

He is very desirous that all those who have earned the reward it 
confers, by their gallant conduct, should receive it without delay. 
It is conceived that the provisions of the seventeenth section are 
general; that is, they extend to non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates in the volunteer ranks, as well as those in the regiments con- 
stituting the regular establishment. 

To entitle a non-commissioned officer, who has distinguished him- 
self, to a brevet, he must be recommended by the commanding 
. officer of the regiment to which he belongs. It will, therefore, be 
proper that you should apprise the commanding officers of the sev- 
eral regiments in the army under your command of this provision 
of the law, and the expectation of the President that they should 
furnish recommendations of those non-commissioned officers who 
have earned for themselves the advancement which Congress has 
provided. 

The means by which the President is to acquire the information 
to satisfy him that privates have so conducted themselves as to be 
entitled to certificates, is not indicated in the act of .Congress. 
You are therefore directed by the President, through the report of 
their immediate commanding officers, or in such other manner as 
you may think proper, to cause to be presented to the President a 
list of those privates in the army under your command who are 
deemed to be entitled to the benefit of the seventeenth section of 
the act above referred to. 

Mere general good deportment, and a faithful discharge of ordi- 
nary duties, will not alone, in the opinion of the department, en- 
title either a non-commissioned officer or a private to the benefit of 
the law, for so much is expected of all in the service. Such con- 
duct does not constitute a distinction. It is desired, so far as it 
can be practicably done, that the recommendation or report in each 
case should specify the conduct or acts of the soldier which are 
considered as entitling him to the reward of distinction. 

I herewith send you a sufhcient number of copies of the section 
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of the act of Congress to which I have called your attention, to 
enable you to furnish one to each commandant of a regiment and 
other officers from whom information can be derived, which will be 
serviceable to the President in the discharge of the pleasing duty 
of dispensing rewards to the well deserving. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Major General WINFIELD Scorr, ° 

Commanding U. S. Army, Mexico. 


N. B. A similar letter has been sent to Major General Taylor, 
with copies of the section of the law above referred to. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, May 19, 1847. 


SIR: I have received your despatch of the 19th ultimo, announc- 
ing your signal success over the enemy at Cerro Gordo, and also 
that of the 23d of the same month, with the accompanying reports 
of those in subordinate command, giving a detail of the operations 
of your army at that place. 

Itisa pleasing duty to be again, and so soon, the medium of 
making known to you and to the brave officers and soldiers under 
your command, the President's high appreciation of the skill and 
prowess by which so decisive a victory was won, and our arms 
again crowned with superadded glory. "The carrying of positions, 
so strong by nature and strengthened by art, and defended by far 
superior numbers, followed, as it was, by an almost total rout of a 
large army, is an achievement seldom equalled in the records of 
military operations. It has called forth the praise and excited the 
admiration of a grateful people, and will stand conspicuous on the 
pages of our history. 

While rejoicing at this signal triumph of our arms, the nation is 
not unmindful of what is due to the memory of the gallant men 
who fell at Cerro Gordo. It mourns their fate, sympathises with 
their afflicted families and friends, and will ever cherish a lively 
recollection of their devoted service and heroic deeds. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Major General WINFIELD Scorr, 
Comdg. U. S. Army, Mexico. 
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No. 25. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Jalapa, April 28, 1847. 


SIR: My present efforts, with very insufficient trains, are to get 
up to this place, from Vera Cruz, while we may, say in the next 
two weeks, as many essential supplies as practicable—such as 
clothing, ammunition, medicines, salt, &c., &c. Breadstuffs, beef, 
. mutton, sugar, coffee, rice, beans, and forage we may hope to find, 
though not in convenient places or in great abundance, on our line 
of operations. For these we must pay or they will be withheld, 
concealed, or destroyed by the owners, whose national hatred of 
us remains unabated. I shall continue to do allin my power to 
conquer that hatred, but cannot as yet promise myself success; an 
if I cannot enforce the utmost economy in the use of such supplies, 
by causing them to be collected and regularly issued by the pro- 
per departments of the staff, we shall further exasperate and ruin 
the country, and starve ourselves. A rigid discipline, exact obedi- 
ence to orders, is then the first and great want of this army. Of 
valor and patriotism there is no deficiency. 

The first fifty miles this side of Vera Cruz, up to Cerro Gordo, 
with the exception perhaps of one locality, are as deadly to stran- 
gers as any part of the coast from the beginning to the end of the 
rainy season. "That season may commence in May, but certainly, 
1f not earlier, the first week in June. 

Now, independent of the superabundant cautions given me in 
jou letter of March 13th, about the health and lives of the troops, 

beg to say, that I am myself too careful of human life, the lives 
of all the troops of this army, regulars as well as volunteers, to 
risk garrisons along those fifty miles of road during that season. 
To be of any service, at least four posts would be necessary, and 
those would not dispense with the necessity of escorts to trains as 
at present, to guard them against rancheros and other irregular 
troops of the enemy, who are well acquainted with the country and 
natives of the climate. But I did expect, up to yesterday, that 
detachments of the new regiments would, as you had informed me, 
begin to arrive in this month and continue to follow, perhaps, into 
June. Accordingly, I had made arrangements to place a new train 
at Vera Cruz, under each successive detachment of those troops; 
to follow me, in addition to the old trains sent back to that depot. 
Probably the last of these old trains will go down undera strong 
escort, to-morrow; and yesterday I learned, by your letter of the 
22d, and the adjutant general’s of the 26th ult., that all the recruits 
of the regiments—some 3,000, raised or likely to be raised, in time for 
this army—have been ordered to the Rio Grande. "Therefore the 
last supplies that I may expect from, Vera Cruz, I know not in 
what time, must come up by the train that I am to despatch to- 
morrow. But I have caused instructions (copy herewith) to be 
sent to Brigadier General Cadwalader, requesting that at least a 
pet of the new troops, according to the state of the Rio Grande 

ase of operations, might be sent to this army, via Vera Cruz. 
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The distance is great, and I have no certain intelligence from Ma- 
jor General Taylor, later than his victory at Buena Vista, save 
that he had cleared his rear of the enemy, and the general belief at 
this place, which I begin to doubt, that he has reached San Luis 
de Potosi. I have sent an emissary to communicate with him, 
wherever he may be; but if not at or on this side of that city, I 
may not hear from him in many weeks. I may add that it is the 
universal opinion of well informed persons in this country, that 
troops may land at Vera Cruz, and by marching promptly, reach 
this healthy region, with little or no loss from disease, as late as 
sometime in June; whereas, even Mexicans, of the upper country, 
would suffer greatly in a week, by a visit to the tierra caliente. 
Here the weather is uncomfortably cool and requiring winter cloth- 
ing, at the end of April; twenty-five miles below, the heat, except 
in the northers, is distressing early in March. Unfortunately, very 
many of our men, regulars as well as volunteers, have lost both 
great coats and blankets, and the volunteers are otherwise badly 
clad. How many of the latter will re-engage under the act ap- 
proved March 3d, only received two days ago, I know not; proba- 
bly but few. Hence the greater my disappointment, caused by 
sending the new troops to the Rio Grande; for, besides their keep- 
ing the road in our present rear, open for many weeks, by marches, 
in successive detachments, I kad intended, as I advanced, to leave 
strong garrisons in this place, in Perote, and Puebla, and to keep, 
at the head of the movement, a force equal to any probable oppo- 
sition. It may now depend on the number of old volunteers who 
may re-engage, and the number of new troops that may arrive 
from the Brassos in tine, as also, in some degree, upon the advance 
of Major General Taylor, whether I shall find this army in strength 
to leave the garrisons and to occupy the capital. In the mean 
time Brevet Major General*Worth has advanced a brigade some 
fifteen miles beyond Perote, to enlarge his sphere of supplies, and 
I shall put the other two divisions in march in order to be able to 
occupy Puebla, as soon as the two trains, sent back to Vera Cruz 
six and seven days ago, shall have returned. | 

On receiving the news of the disasters at Cerro Gordo, the Mexi- 
can Congress immediately passed a series of resolutions, (of which 
I send an indifferent translation,) breathing defiance and war to the 
last extremity. It will be seen that General Santa Anna is virtu- 
ally deprived of the presidency. He is at present at Cordova or 
Orizaba, endeavoring to create a new army of irregulars; but with- 
out arms, magazines, or a military chest. Other generals are also 
endeavoring to prepare for a guerrilla war upon our detachments, 
trains and stragglers, and they may, without great precautions on 
our part, do much harm in the aggregate. 

Notwithstanding the violence of the congress, I know by private 
advices, that there is a large party of moderate men, in the capital 
and elsewhere, in favor of negotiations and peace. I have also 
reason to believe that the British minister has again tendered the 
mediation of his government, which the congress has taken into 
consideration. After the first effervescence of rage shall have ex- 
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pired, and we shall have approached nearer to the capital, perhaps 
the counsels of prudence may prevail with the people and the 
government. 

I send, through the quartermaster’s department, the Mexican col- 
ors taken by Major General Worth at Perote, in all, standards and 
guidons, fourteen, which added to seven taken at Cerro Gordo and 
at Vera Cruz, may make about twenty-five captured at the several 

laces. 
d I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, your most 


obedient servant, 
| WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Hon. W. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of War. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Jalapa, April 23d, 1847. 


Sır: We already occupy Perote, and shall soon occupy Puebla. 
Indeed, we might safely take possession of Mexico, without a loss 
perhaps, of one hundred men. Our dangers and difficulties are all 
in the rear—between this place and Vera Cruz:—Ist. The season of 
the year, heat—and below Cerro Gordo, sand and disease:—2nd. 
An impossibility (almost,) of establishing any intermediate post— 
say at the National Bridge—or any other point, on account of dis- 
ease, and the want of sufficient supplies within easy reach:—3d. 
The danger of having our trains cut and destroyed by the exaspe- 
rated rancheros, whose houses are thinly scattered over a wide sur- 
face, and whom it is almost impossible, with our small cavalry 
force, to pursue and to punish:—and 4th. The consequent necessity 
of escorting trains seventy odd miles ap, and the same down, with a 
meagre cavalry that must from day to day become, from that in- 
tolerable service, more and more meagre. ` 

I have stated the situation of this advanced army, strongly, to 
show how infinitely important it is, that we should, as speedily as 
possible, while the season may permit us, get up to this healthy 
region, all essential supplies. Those supplies fall within the ord- 
nance, quartermaster’s, commissary, and medical departments. The 
chief of each with me, has been instructed to write to the proper 
chief at Vera Cruz accordingly, and I desire you to give a rigid 
attention to those requisitions, and make yourself sure that, as fast 
and as far as practicable, they are Fomplied with. I put down, 
myself, in this place, the supplies which I hold to be indispensa- 
ble, leaving the amount of each article to the respective chiefs 
here and at Vera Cruz, viz: medicines and hospital stores, clothing 
for troops, salt, ammunition, shoes for animals, and coffee ; arti- 
cles only a little inferior in importance are, knapsacks, blankets, 
hard bread, bacon, and camp kettles; sugar, flour, rice, fresh meat, 
beans, and forage, we hope to find in the country. The above lists 
of indispensable articles, and of articles almost equally so, may 
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not be complete, but it is nearly sos See the requisitions which 
will be sent from this place. 

The new troops raised for the war, and recruits for old regi- 
ments, will arrive after a short time, at Vera Cruz, almost daily. 
If the city should become sickly, that is, should an epidemic pre- 
vail, you will detain on board the transports all detachments, until 
the means of transportation can be found for each, so that it may 
pass rapidly through or around the city, and be as little exposed 
as possible to infectioa. If the railroad can be put into operation, it 
will be an immense gain in saving the loaded wagons the necessity 
of dragging heavily up the sand hills towards Santa Fé. Give a 
prompt attentron to this saving, and possibly, in the case of the 
vomito, supplies and troops may beadvantageously landed by means 
of surf boats, north of the city, andthence proceed to join the army. 

Itis propable that I may establish a small post at Passo de 
Obejas, some six miles nearer to you than the National Bridge. 
There are many buildings at this point, said to be the least un- 
healthy below Cerro Gordo, where there is no shelter and few or 
no supplies of any kind within a reasonable distance. At the Passo 
de Obejas are bridges, good water, some grain, and beef cattle. 
If these be carefully used and not wasted, they will save a great 
deal of wagoning from Vera Cruz. The post will be within your 
command and require your strictest instructions. I have sent down, 
by a train, seven colors and standards, which I desire you to have 
carefully boxed up and forwarded to the adjutant general. An- 
other train, that will pass Cerro Gordo to-day, will take down six 
of the forty-three captured guns from that place. Add the twelve 
pieces selected by Captain Huger, (inquire of Captain Daniels,) 
from the defences of the city, and send the eighteen to New York, 
direct, or via New Orleans. On the subject of trophies, give my 
compliments to Commodore Perry, and beg him to select and ship 
for home, six guns from the Castle of San Juan d'Ulloa. I may 
send the remaining guns from Cerro Gordo, but wish no more to 
be taxen as trophies from Vera Cruz and its castle. 

Lose no opportunity of sending the mails of the army, particu- 
Jarly letters addressed to general head-quarters. 

Having not a moment to copy, please send this letter to the ad- 
jutant general for the Secretary of War. 

With great respect, yours truly, ° 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
To Brevet Colonel Wirsow, 

Commander and Governor of Vera Cruz. 


P. S. The general-in-chief desires me to add, that the wagons, 
eight in number, which Captain Hetzel was desired to appropriate 
to the transportation of engineers! tools, must not be diverted from 
that use. 

Very respectfully, 
H. L. SCOTT, A. A. A. G. 
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HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Jalapa, April 23, 1817. 

Sir: I have received your very interesting report, dated yester- 
day, informing me that you had occupied Perote, and giving a list 
of the ordnance found in the castle. i 

This army cannot advance until we are assured of the receirt of 
important supplies from Vera Cruz—clothing, ammunition, salt, 
medicines, hospital stores, &c., &c. The remaining section of the 
seige train has arrived. 

As soon as you can assure me that your means of subsistence 
derived from the country, are secured, I shall order Twiggs’ divi- 
sion to replace you at Perote, and allow your division to advance 
to Puebla, with the seize train that I shall send forward as soon as 
the draught animals are a little refreshed here. Some salt I hope 
also to send you. "The remainder of your subsistence, and all your 
forage, you will have to gather from the country. Forage is very 
scarce here as well as subsistence. 

One train of wagons was despatched, and another to-day, to V era 
Cruz. Brigadier General Quitman’s brigade, and 240 of the Ten- 
nessee horse came up to-day without an extra ration, against my 
positive orders, given at Vera Cruz. This neglect cannot fail to 
exhaust our supplies here rapidly. 

I am organizing measures for protecting our line of communica- 
tion with Vera Cruz. "There is but one point for a garrison, not 
deadly sickly in the whole line, Passo de Obejo, six miles the other 
side of the National Bridge. | 

I have time to say no more. 

Yours, &c., 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Brevet Major General Worth, &c., &c. 


JALAPA, April 24, 1817. 


Sır: I am wishing to communicate with you and in the smallest 
space. I hear with joy that you are at S. Luis de Potosi, and, per- 
haps, in full march near the capital. May continued success attend 
you! "This army has added something to the glory obtained by 
yours. General orders, No. 80, I hope to send with this note. 
Delayed at Vera Cruz, by the want of transportation, we began to 
advance the 8th instant, and obtained, the 18th, at the Pass of 
Cerro Gordo, (21 miles below,) a signal victory—3,000 prisoners, 
and twice as many small arms, 43 pieces of artillery, 7 colors, 
5 generals, (besides one killed) ammunition, &c., &c. Santa 
Anna, Canalizo, Ampudia, &c., &c., escaped. The pursuit was 
vigorous. Some stores were taken here; some abandoned artillery, 
at La Hoya, a terrible pass, some ten miles ahead ; and at Perote, 
66 pieces, ammunition, &c., &c. Mexico has no longer an army, 
the foot is nearly dissolved, or certainly much dispersed, and, per- 
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haps, there are not 15 guns in Mexico and on this side. Our.ad- 
vance is in the castle of Perote; thence to the capital hardly a show 
of resistance is to be expected. Yet, we cannot, at once, advance 
in force. We are obliged to look to the rear. The yellow fever 
at Vera Cruz, and on the road, fifty miles this way, may soon cut 
us off from our depot. Deep sand, disease, and bands of exas- 
perated rancheros, constitute difficulties. With aninadequate train 
we are endeavoring to get here, essentials, before heat and disease 
cut us off from Vera Cruz. Our cavalry is already meagre, and 
from escorting, becoming daily more so. Worth, however, will 
march from Perote upon Puebla in a day or two, to be replaced 
by Patterson or Twiggs; we shall follow, and be with the advance, 
as soon as the essentials are secured. Ammunition, medicines, 
clothing (all behind,) salt, &c., &c. A small seige train and half 
ammunition, are up. We must subsist on the country, paying for 
what isbrought in, &c. Iam much embarrassed with the old volun- 
teers, in reference to their return through the yellow fever, if late 
in May, or June; and I am wholly ignorant of the approach of the 
new regiments lately authorized. The discharge of the former, de- 
pends on the approach of the latter, and the movements of each 
may be arrested by the vomito. Yet depots, along a line of 275 
miles, will beneeded, and a competent fighting force at the head of 
operations. When I may advance beyond Puebla, is, therefore, 
yet doubtful. I shall feel my way according to information. ` The 
resources of the country are not abundant, or not near the road, 
except to a limited extent. If I were sure that you were at San 
Luis de Potosi, and in a condition to advance, I should see my way 
rather better. I do not mean in respect to fighting dangers; for I 
doubt whether we (or either of us,) will have another seige or 
battle; but in respect to overtures for a peace, or an armistice. As 
yet, no such overture has been heard of. An armistice, if strictly 
observed by the enemy, would give security to our lines of com- 
munication with main depots, but still liable to be cut off from the 
principal and nearer one (Vera Cruz,) by yellow fever there, and 
for fifty miles this side. Within that distance, I doubt whether I 
can hazard a depot or garrison. I suppose that your occupation of 
San Luis de Potosi, and advance upon the capital, might increase 
the chances of a peace or an armistice; but many intelligent per- 
sons believe that to occupy the capital and fifty other important 
points would not end the war, and that the enemy, without an 
army, would still hold out and operate against our trains, small 
parties and stragglers, with rancheros on the guerrilla plan. Let 
me hear from you by the return of the bearer, and by others, as 
you may. I am only allowed this small piece of paper, to be con- 
cealed. 
P Most truly yours, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


To Major General TAYLOR. 
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HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Jalapa, April 25, 1847. 

Sin: I have the instructions of the general-in-chief to say, that 
you will please embark such detachments of the new regiments as 
may have been ordered by the War Department to Point Isabel, as 
rapidly as they arrive, with instructions for them to proceed to 
Vera Cruz, and thence join the general head-quarters of the army 
in Mexico, where they are much needed. 

It is important, to prevent delay, to forward from the Brassos all 
available means of land transportation for the march from Vera 
Cruz; and you will please make a call on the quartermaster at the 
Brassos accordingly. 

This order for the troops you will consider conditional on the 
safety of the line of the Rio Grande, concerning which little doubt 
is entertained by the general-in-chief since the victory of Buena 
Vista. He relies, however, upon your own sound judgment to de- 
termine, on the spot, whether that line would be too much exposed 
by the withdrawal of the troops in question. You will please 
therefore consider yourself authorized to order the whole or such 
part as may appear to you most suitable. 

If those troops be divided, you will command the larger body, 
whether it should come to Vera Cruz or remain upon the line of the 
Rio Grande. 

Whatever may be your determination in respect to other troops, 
you will please at once order Ruff?s company of the mounted rifles, 
with horses, to join its regiment via Vera Cruz. 

Should the line of the Rio Grande appear entirely secure, you 
will please stop any further landing of troops at the Brassos, or, if 
possible, anticipate their sailing thither from New Orleans, to 
direct them as they successively arrive, at either place, to proceed 
to Vera Cruz, and thence join the head-quarters of the army. 

No doubt is entertained that the health of such troops may be. 
preserved by the troops being kept on ship-board, in the harbor of 
Vera Cruz, until the requisite means of transportation are in 
readiness for them to commence their march towards Jalapa and 
beyond. 

We have information here, which is credited, that Major General 
Taylor has taken possession of San Luis Potosi without opposition. 

We have also Mexican papers of the 21st instant, from the 
capital, which breathe any thing but peace, while they deplore the 
total defeat, capture, and rout of the Mexican army, under Santa 
Anna, at Cerro Gordo, on the 18th instant. 

_ Santa Anna, after the battle, fled to Orizaba, and is now engaged 
In organizing guerilla parties, which policy the Mexicans have de- 
termined in future to adopt. The government, in anticipation of 
our advance upon the capital, is already concerting measures for 
making the government moveable; and, with additional troops to re? 
lieve the old volunteers whose term of service is about to expire, 
we cannot fail to afford the Mexican people such convincing proofs 


v 
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of the imbecility of their government, that every thinking man 
must become satisfied that peace must be had. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
H. L. SCOTT, 


A. A. A. G. 
Brigadier General CADWALADER, 


U. S. Army, Brassos Santiago. 


Extracts from El Monitor, published in the city of Mexico: 
PROCLAMATION. 


The citizen Mariana Salas, general of brigade and colonel of the 
aa Hidalgo, to my fellow citizens: 

y friends: The present moment is the most proper to excite the 

public spirit and form a nat:on of men truly free. When an enemy 
triumphs by his union to rob us of our dearest interests, there is 
nothing more sire and more certain than to vanquish him by valor 
and constancy. 
‘+ For this end I have obtained permission to raise a guerilla corps, 
with which to attack and destroy the invaders, in every manner 
imaginable. The conduct of the enemy, contrary both to humanity 
and natural rights, authorizes us to pursue him without pity, 
(misericordia.) War without pity, unto death! will be the motto of 
the guerilla warfare of vengeance. "Therefore I invite all my fellow 
citizens, especially my brave subordinates, to unite at general 
head-quarters to enrol themselves, from nine until three in the 
afternoon, so that it may be organized in the present week. 


JOSE MARIANA SALAS. 
Mexico, April 21, 1847. i 


Congress and Goverhment.. 


Mexico, April 21, 1847. 


Yesterday, at a public session, the ministry gave an account of 
the unfortunate events at Cerro Gordo; it showed that the govern- 
ment, not losing courage at the reverse, were already taking the 
most efficacious measures to oppose new forces to the invaders; it 
protested that his excellency the president was determined to die 
sooner than treat with the infamous government of the United 
States, and, in order to act with the energy which circumstances 
required, it hoped that extraordinary powers would be granted to 
it, demanding to be restricted in such manner as to prevent it from 
making peace. Congress, at 10 in the evening, approved the fol- 
lowing law. 

€ The sovereign constitutional Congress of Mexico, in use of the 


142 Ex. Doc. No. 56. 


full powers with which it has been invested by the people of the 
republic for the sacred object of preserviig its nationality, and 
faithful interpreters of the firm determination of their constituents 
to carry on the war which tne government of the United States is 
waging against the nation, without losing courage at any kind of 
reverses; and considering that, in these circumstances, the first 
public necessity is to preserve a centre of union, to direct the 
national defence, with all the energy which the state of things 
demand, and to avoid even the danger of a revolutionary power 
arising to dissolve the national union and destroy its institutions, 
or to consent to dismember its territory, has decreed the fol- 
lowing: | 

Article 1. The supreme government of the union has power to 
take the necessary measures to carry on the war, defend the 
nationality of the republic, and to save the republican form of 
government, popular and federal, under which the nation is con- 
stituted. 

2. The Tb Aaa article does not authorize the executive to make 
a peace with the United States, conclude negotiations with foreign 
powers, nor alienate the whole or a part of the territory of the 
republic. 

3. Neither does it give the executive powers to ratify treaties of 
colonization, impose punishments, nor confer other civil or military 
offices than those whose appointment is expressly allowed by the 
constitution. | 

4. Will be null and illegal, all treaties or arrangements that 
may be entered into between the United States and any authority 
who, subverting the actual order of things, should substitute itself 
for the supreme powers of the union legally established. 

5. Every individual is declared a traitor, who, either as a private 
individual, or as a public officer, either privately, or invested with 


any incompetent authority, or of revolutionary origin, shall treat 


with the government of the United States. 

6. In case the present Congress should find it impossible to con- 
tinue its sessions, a permanent commission will immediately be 
appointed, composed of the oldest individual of each deputation 
that may be present. ` . 

7. This commission, for want of the Congress, will perform the 
duties of the council of government; will name, in case of vacancy, 
the person to perform the duties, for the time being, of the execu- 
tive power of the republic; will take an account of the votes in 
the coming election for president; place the person named in 
power, and convene the national representation. 

8. The powers which it confers upon the government, in the 
present decree, will cease as soon as the war comes to an end.? 

In honor of this legislative body, it must be said that eighty 
members were present, and that no sentiments were heard except 
those of patriotism. Mar thus the common danger unite all Mexi- 
cans, and even the name of our fatal divisions disappear. 
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War DEPARTMENT, May 20, 1847. 


SIR: I have received your communication of the 28th ultimo, in 
relation to troops having been sent to the Brassos instead of your 
column. 

It is proper that I should refer to the state of things as they 
were here understood to exist in that quarter when General Cad- 
walader received orders to repair to the Rio Grande, and the 
troops, then about to depart to the seat of war, were directed to . 
that point. It was then known here that Santa Anna had moved, 
with his large army, to attack General Taylor. Indeed, rumors 
prevailed here that a battle had been fought at or near Saltillo, of 
a much less decisive character than subsequent authentic accounts 
showed it to have been. There was reason to fear that General 
Taylor had retreated to Monterey. It was known that his commu- 
nication with the Rio Grande was interrupted, and the whole line 
on that river threatened. The security of General Taylor’s army 
was deemed to depend upon maintaining the base of the Rio 
Grande, supposed to be seriously threatened, and upon openizg the 
communication between it and our,army at Saltillo or Monterey. 
In this state of things, the new levies, &c., were urged forward to 
the Brassos to meet a critical emergency, not unlikely to happen, 
which would require them in that quarter. The Brassos continued 
to be the destination of most of the troops sent to the seat of war, 
until it was here astertained that General Taylor had achieved 
a glorious victory at Buena Vista, and driven back General Santa 
Anna and his large army, and that the Rio Grande was secure, and 
the communication to the army under General Taylor was firmly 
re-established. 

This information reached here about the time of that which ap- 
prised us of your successful debarkation and the investment of the 
city of Vera Cruz. "Thereupon, orders were issued from the de- 


partment in April for the troops at the Brassos, and those en route 


destined for your column, forthwith to join you, and I trust that, 
by this time, a considerable body of them have reached your 
column. A confident expectation is here entertained that the 
troops which will join you, before the term of those engaged for 
twelve months shall have expired, will be quite equal to the num- 
ber of volunteers entitled to a discharge, and that, by the end of 
June, your column will be nearly twenty thousand men. 

My communication of the 30th ultimo, and others of that date 
from this department, will give you full information on this sub- 
Ject. 

i I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, l 
W. L. MARCY, 


Secretary of War. 
Major General WiwriELD Scorr, 


Commanding United States Army, Mezico. 
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HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Jalapa, May 6, 1847. 

Sır: The accompanying papers, general orders No. 135, and 
copy of a letter of this date, to Brevet Major General Worth, at 
Perote, will show, to some extent, my occupations 2nd the posi- 
tion of the army. 

The subject of that order (the old volunteers) h4s given me long 
and deep solicitude. To part with so large and so respectable a 

ortion of the army, in the middle of a country, which, though 
Get in its power, is not yet disposed to sue for peace; to pro- 
vide for the return home of seven regiments from this interior po- 
sition, at a time when I find it quite difficult to provide transpor- 
tation and supplies for the operating forces which remain; and all 
this without any prospect of succor or reinforcement, in perhaps 
the next seven months, beyond some three hundred army recruits, 
present novelties utterly unknown to any invading army before. 

With the addition of ten or twelve thousand new levies, in 
April and May, asked for, and until very recently expected, or 
even with the addition of the two or three thousand new troops 
destined for this army, but suddenly, by the orders of the War De- 
partment, diverted to the Rio Grande frontier, I might, notwith- 
standing the unavoidable discharge of the old volunteers, seven re- 
giments and two independent companies, advance with confidence 
upon the enemy’s capital. I shall, nevertheless, advance, but 
whether beyond Puebla, will depend on intervening information 
and reflection. The general panic given to the enemy at Cerro 
Gordo still remaining, I think it probable that we shall go to 
Mexico; or if the enemy recover from that, we must renew the 
consternation by another blow. Puebla, it is known, does not 
hope to resist our progress, but stands ready to receive us amica- 
bly, or at least courteously. Our difficulties lie in gathering in 
subsistence from a country covered with exasperated guerillas and 
banditti, and maintaining, with inadequate garrisons and escorts, 
communications with the rear. So far, we have not lost a train or 
an express rider between our advanced post at Tepeyalhualco and 
Vera Cruz, a distance of forty-one leagues. . 

The discharge of the old volunteers, and tne rather unexpected 
increase of the means of transportation, here and at Vera Cruz, 
have prevented my personal advance longer than I had expected 
at the date (28th ultimo) of my last report. Those new means, 
combined with the old, sent down to Vera Cruz, may make up a 
train of wheels and packs equal to 600 wagons. It ought to leave 
the water depot on the 9th instant, in which case, with an escort 
of some 400 men from that point, and the returning volunteers in 
detachments, fifteen miles apart, on the road, the train would be 
sufficiently protected; but it has become doubtful to-day whether 
that valuable train, with, among other supplies indispensable to 
this army, nearly a million of dollars in specie, will be ready to 
leave Vera Cruz before the arrival there of all the old volunteers. 
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Hence I am engaged in sending off detachments of horse and ‘foot, 
to meet and escort the train to this place. 

I cannot foresee that more than one other train, from the want of 
escorts, may be expected up, in many months. I allude to the 
wagons which are going down with the old volunteers, together 
with some additions which may be made below, and which must 
wait to come up to this depot, under the escort of Captains Ruff's 
and Walker’s recruits at New Orleans, first ordered to the Brassos, 
but by countermand, from Washington, now expected at Vera 
Cruz. 

I cannot yet say how many of the old volunteers have re-enlisted 
for the war, or may so re-enlist at Vera Cruz, prior to embarkation; 
but probably in all, not more than four minimum companies. I 
preferred that the formation of the new companies should be made 
below, as they would be mm position to escort up any new train. 

I have no news of Major General Taylor, later than about the 
25th of the month before the Jast. My emissary to him, has not 
returned, but has probably gone as far as Monterey. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with bei, respect, your obedient 


servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Hon Ww. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of War. 


P. S. My latest despatches from Washington were acknowl- 
edged in my,report of the 28th ultimo. It is from New Orleans 
that I have learned the rifle recruits there have been ordered to 


Vera Cruz. ; 
. W. S. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARM v, 
Jalapa, May 3, 1847. 

Sin: The general-in-chief desires me to say that, learning that 
but few, if any, of the'old volunteers will re-volunteer, upon the 
expiration of their term of servic’, he has determined, to avoid ex- 
posing them to the vomito at Vera Cruz later in the seasqn, to dis- 
charge at once all who are not willing to re-volunteer now. He 
accordingly desires that you require the quartermaster at Vera Cruz 
to have in readiness, in the course of ten or twelve days, or as 
soon as practicable, transports for 3,000 troops. 


Tam, &c., | 
H. L. SCOTT, A. A. A. G. 


Colonel H. Wirsow, 
Commanding, Vera Cruz, &c. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE Army, 
No. 135. Jalapa, May 4, 1847. 


Extracts of a recent act of Congress, published in the general 
orders, No. 14, dated at the War Department, March 27, 1847, 
10 
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provide for and invite the tender of “ the services of such of the 
volunteers, now in Mexico, who may, at the termination of the 
resent term, voluntarily engage to serve during the war with 
Texico.” 

The general order containing those extracts reached the general- 
in-chief at this place some nine days ago, and was immediately sent 
to the head-quarters of the volunteers for prompt circulation among 
the regiments present, and appealed to, viz: the Tennessee cavalry, 
the 3d and 4th Illinois infantry, the 1st and 2d Tennessee infantry, 
the Georgia infantry, and the Alabama infantry, whose several 
terms of service will, it is understood, expire in four, five, or six 
weeks. 

The general-in-chief regrets to learn, through a great number of 
undoubted channels, that, in all probability, not one man in ten, of 
those regiments, will be inclined to volunteer for the war. This 
pre-determination offers, in his opinion, no ground for reproach, 
considering the long, arduous, faithful and gallant services of those 
corps, however deeply all will regret the consequent and unavoid- 
able delay in the prosecution of this war to an early and honorable 
peace; for the general-in-chief cannot, in humanity and good faith, . 
cause regiments entitled, in a few wecks, to an honorable dis- 
charge, to advance farther from the coast in the pursuit of the 
enemy, and thereby throw them upon the necessity of returning to 
embark at Vera Cruz, at the season known to be, at that place, the 
most fatal to life. 

Accordingly, the regiments of old volunteers, and the indepen- 
dent company of Kentucky volunteers, serving with this army, will 
stand ready, on the return of the large train from below, to march 
to Vera Cruz, and thence to embark for New Orleans, where they 
will be severally and honorably mustered out of the service of the 
United States, and paid eff by the proper officers on duty there. 

This order will be sent to those officers, and the governor and 
commander of Vera Cruz, who has been instructed to have the 
necessary transports ready by the early arrival of the returning 
troops. 

There is nothing in the foregoing intended to interfere with the 

invitatiog, presented by Congress and the President, to re-enlist- 
ments, on the part of the old volunteers. On the contrary, the 
„„ ardently hopes that many new companies will be 
ormed out of those old troops, and presented for continued ser- 
vice, according to that invitation. He will gladly accept them for 
the war, and cause them, if not embodied into battalions, to be 
temporarily attached to the weaker regiments of the regular army, 
as indicated in the President's orders, No. 14, above recited. 

Horses of the Tennessee cavalry, as well as officers? horses, gen- 
erally, if desired by their owners, who may decline re-volunteering, 
will be paid for by the quartermaster’s department here, at a fair 
valuation. The same disposition may be made of saddles and bri- 
dles, if needed for the public service. 

The four regiments of new volunteers present will be formed 
into a brigade under Brigadier General Quitman, who will desig- 
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nate one of the four for Jalapa and another for Perote, to consti- 
tute parts of the garrisons of those places. He will receive orders 
for the commencement of his march at general head-quarters. 

Major General Patterson, rendered for the moment supernume- 
rary with this army, will accompany the returning volunteers of 
his late gallant division, and render them such assistance on the 
way as he well knows how to give. He will report in person at 
Washington, or by letter from New Orleans, for further orders 
from the War Department. | 

This distinguished general officer will please accept the thanks 
of the general-in-chief, for the gallant, able and efficient support 
uniformly received from the second in rank of this army. 


By coinmand of Major General Scott. 
H. L. SCOTT, A. A. A. G. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Jalapa, May 6, 1847. 

Sin: Having designated a regiment to constitute a part of the 
garrison at this place, you will advance, with the three remaining 
regiments of your brigade, by the national road to Perote, and there 
report yourself to Brevet Major General Worth, who has been reg- 
ularly assigned to duty according to that brevet. 

At Perote you wil! designate to Major General Worth another 
of your regiments, to constitute the principal part of the garrison 
of that castle. 

I shall endeavor to hold the other two regiments of your brigade 
together for the remainder of the campaign. 

As you will follow closely the first division of regulars, from Pe- 
rote to Puebla, it is not deemed necessary to assign to your WE ER 
an engineer, topographical engineer or ordnance officer, as officers 
of those branches of the staff will be at the head of the movement. 


With great respect, &c., 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Brigadier General QUITMAN, 
U. S. A., §c., &c., &c. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ÁRMY, 
| Jalapa, May 6, 1847. 


Sin: Brigadier General Quitman, with three regiments of his vol- 
unteer brigade, and a train with some general supplies for 
the army, will march for Perote to-morrow morning.  Herewith 
you will find a copy of my instructions to him. 

You will perceive that a regiment of the same brigade is to con- 
stitute the principal part of the garrison of the castle of Perote. 
The remainder, artillerists, sufficient to serve the batteries, you will 
detach from your division. 
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That matter being attended to, and you being assured of the ne- 
cessary transportation and supplies on the road, I wish you to ad- 
vance, with your division and Quitman's brigade, (two regiments 
of volunteers,) and take and hold Puebla. 

No part of the force under your immediate orders will be ad- 
vanced beyond Puebla, or detached in any direction, except 
for purposes strictly defensive, er to small distances for necessary 
supplies, until further instructions from me. 

An assistant quartermaster is about to be sent to you, who may 
be left at Perote in charge of the depots you have caused to be 
collected at the latter place, and for the further purpose of satisfy- 
ing, when in funds, any contracts made under your orders for sup- 
plies; or you may leave at Perote, for those purposes, the disbur- 
sing officer or officers now with you, and take the assistant quarter- 
master with you to Puebla. 

If you commence the advance on Puebla in two, three or four 
days, after being joined by the volunteer brigade, it will be suff- 
cient, as I do not, at present, hope to reach Puebla myself, with the 
second division of regulars, or a part of it, in less than fifteen 
days, as I shall necessarily be detained here until the arrival of the 
heavy train that will leave Vera Cruz between the 9th and 12th in- 
stant, and may rest a day or two at Perote. = 

You are so well acquainted with all my plans and views—inclu- 
ding the lively desire of conciliating the unoffending inhabitants of 
the country, by protecting their persons and property—and my con- 
fidence in your judgment, activity and intelligence being unlimited, 
I deem it unnecessary to encumber you with further cautions or in- 
structions. 

Most truly, &c., &c., ; 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Brevet Major General Worth, 

Army, &c., &c., Perote. 


No. 27. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Jalapa, May 7, 1847. 


Sır: I have just received from Mr. Trist, chief clerk of the De- 
partment of State, a letter, dated yesterday, at Vera Cruz, with 
which he has sent me two from you, dated the 12th, and a third, 
the 14th ultimo. 

I enclose herewith a copy of my reply to Mr. Trist, and send one 
of your letters of the 12th—that relating to the custom houses of 
Mexico—to Colonel Wilson, commanding at Vera Cruz, with in- 
structions that he send a copy to Colonel Gates, commanding at 
Tampico, in order that your instructions relative to the collection 
of duties at the two ports may be duly executed. 

I am too distant from the coast, and too much occupied with the 
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business of the campaign, to charge myself with the execution of 
that letter. | 
I have the honor to remain, sir, with respect, your most obedient ' 
servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Hon. W. L. Mancv, i 
Secretary of War. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ÅRMY, 
| Jalapa, May 7, 1847. 

Sig: I have just received your note of yesterday, accompanied 
by communications to me from the Secretary of War, and one 
(sealed!) from the Department of State to the minister of foreign 
affairs of the republic of Mexico. 

You are right in doubting whether there be a government, even 
de facto, in this republic. General Santa Anna, the nominal presi- 
dent, has been, until within a day or two, in the neighborhood of 
Orizaba, organizing bands of rancheros, banditti, or guerillas, to 
cut off stragglers from this army, and, probably, the very train, all 
important to us, which you propose to accompany into the interior; 
the safety of which train has detained me here and caused me a 
high degree of solicitude. Hence I regret that Colonel Wilson, 
commanding at Vera Cruz, has allowed himself, a second time, to 
be persuaded to detach, to bring up despatches, (for your accommo- 
dation,) a material portion of the force I had relied upon as the 
escort of that train. The other detachments to which I allude 
came up some days ago to escort Lieutenant Semmes, of the navy, 
duly accredited by Commodore Perry, to the Mexican minister of 
foreign affairs, to negotiate the exchange of Passed Midshipman 
Rogers, now a prisoner of war! That matter also seems to have 
been considered too important to be entrusted to my agency! 

But, to return to the actual government of Mexico. Senor Anaya 
is, I believe, president ad interim. But you may have learned that 
the congress, after hearing of the affair of Cerro Gordo, passed 
many violent decrees, breathing war to the uttermost against the 
United States; declaring that the executive has no power, and shall 
have none, to conclude a treaty, or even an armistice, with the 
United States; and denouncing as a traitor any Mexican functionary 
who shall entertain either proposition. I have communicated a 
copy of those decrees to the War Department, and, until further 
orders thereupon, or until a change of circumstances, I very much 
doubt whether I can so far commit the honor of my government as 
to take any direct agency in forwarding the sealed despatch you 
have sent me from the Secretary of State of the United States. 

On this delicate point, however, you will do as you please, and 
when, if able, I shall have advanced near to the capital, I may, at 
your instance, lend an escort to your flag of truce; and it may 
require a large fighting detachment to protect even a flag of truce 
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against the rancheros and banditti who now infest the national road 
all the way up to the capital. 

I see that the Secretary of War proposes to degrade me by re- 
quiring that I, the commander of this army, shall defer to you, the 
chief clerk of the Department of State, the question of continuing 
or discontinuing hostilities. 

I beg to say to him, and to you, that here, in the heart of a hos- 
tile country, from which, after a few weeks, it would be impossible 
to withdraw this army without a loss, probably of half its numbers, 
by the vomito; which army, from necessity, must soon become a 
self-sustaining machine, cut off from all supplies and reinforce- 
ments from home until, perhaps, late in November, not to speak of 
the bad faith of the government and people of Mexico; I say, in 
reference to those critical circumstances, this army must take mili- 
tary security for its own safety. Hence the question of an armis- 
tice or no armistice is most peculiarly a military question, apper- 
taining, of necessity, if not of universal right, in the absence of 
direct instructions, to the commander of the invading forces. Con- 
sequently, if you-are not clothed with military rank over me, as 
well as with diplomatic functions, I shall demand, under the pecu- 
liar circumstances, that, in your negotiations, if the enemy should 
entertain your overtures, you refer that question to me, and all the 
securities belonging to it. The safety of this army demands no 
less, and I am responsible for that safety until duly supeiseded or 
recalled. Indeed, from the nature of the case, if the enemy, on- 
your petition, should be willing to concede an armistice, he would, 
no doubt, demand the military guaranty of my signature for his 
own safety. 

Should you, under the exposition of circumstances I have given, 
visit the moveable head-quarters of this army, I shall receive you 
with the respeet due to a functionary of my government; but 
whether you would:find me here, Perote, Puebla, or elsewhere, 
depends on events changeable at every moment. 

he sealed despatch from the Department of State I suppose you 
to desire me to hold until your arrival, or until I shall hear further 
from you. 

I remain, sir, respectfully, &c., 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

N. P. Trist, Esq., &c., §c., $c. 


War DepartMEnT, May 31, 1847. 


Sır: I have received your letter of the 6th instant, with copies 
of instructions to Generals Worth and Quitman, and Colonel Wil- 
son. By these I learn that the volunteers, whose term of service 
is limited to twelve months, are on their return home. "They have 
been discharged at an earlier period than was anticipated. The 
. additional troops for your column will soon be with it in sufficient 
numbers to supply, and more than supply, the place of the dis- 
charged volunteers. 
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The reason for a temporary diversion of a part of these troops, 
of which you complain, has been explained, and, I trust, in a sat-. 
isfactory manner, in a former communication from this department. 

I am gratified by the intelligence of your extended progress into 
the enemy’s country, and hope that your successful operations will 
accelerate the conclusion of a peace. 

Your course hitherto, in relation to prisoners of war, both men 
and officers, in discharging them on parole, has been liberal and 
kind; but whether it ought to be still longer continued, or in some 
respects changed, has been under the consideration of the Presi- 
dent, and be has directed me to communicate to you his views on 
the subject. He is not unaware of the great embarrassment their 
detention, or the sending of them to the United States, would oc- 
casion; but, so far as relates to the officers, he thinks they should 
be detained until duly exchanged. In that case, it will probably 
be found expedient to send them, or most of them, to the United 
States. You will not, therefore, except for special reasons in particu- 
lar cases, discharge the officers who may be taken prisoners, but 
detain them with you, or send them to the United States, as you 
shall deem most expedient. | ° 

It is an unpleasant duty to advert, as I feel constrained to do,to 
your letter of the 7th instant,and more particularly to the e en 
one of the same date, therewith enclosed, addressed by you to Mr. 
Trist. With me itis a matter of sincere regret that a letter of 
such an extraordinary character was sent to that gentleman, and I 
cannot doubt it will be no less regretted by yourself on more re- 
flection and better information. Such information you would have 
received, had Mr. Trist delivered in person, as-I did not doubt he 
weuld, my letter to you of the 14th instant, [ultimo,] with the de- 
spatch from the State Department to the Mexican minister of for- 
eign relations. My letter should have secured you from the strange 
mistake into which you have fallen, by regarding him as the bearer 
of that despatch to the Mexican government, and yourself called 
on to aid in transmitting it. Had such been the true state of the 
case, I cannot perceive that you would have had any just ground 
of complaint, or any sufficient excuse for withholding the assist- 
ance required; bat, by looking at my letter, you will discover your 
misapprehension. Mr. Trist was the bearer of that despatch to 
yourself—not to the Mexican government—and when he had de- 
livered it into your hands, his agency ceased; he had no discretion 
or judgment to exercise in regard to sending on or withholding it. 
This was a matter committed solely to yourself. I refer to the 
language of my letter to show the entire correctness of this view 
of the subject: “ You will transmit that despatch to the com- 
mander of the Mexican forces, with a request that it may be laid 
before his government, at the same time, giving information that 
Mr. Trist, an officer from our department for foreign affairs, next 
in rank to its chief, is at your head - quarters, or on board the squad- 
ron, as the case may be.“ This is a positive instruction to your- 
self to send that despatch forward, and it is expected you will 
have acted upon it without waiting for the arrival of Mr. Trist at 
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your head-quarters, if thereby any unnecessary delay was likely to 
result. | i 

If you infer that the succeeding sentence in my letter controlled, 
or in any manner qualified the President's order in regard to for- 
warding that despatch, you have been led into an error. Mr. Trist 
was directed to exhibit to you, not only his instructions, but the 
projet of a treaty with which he had been furnished by his govern- 
ment. These documents would have fully disclosed to you “ the 
objects of his mission,” for the accomplishment of which you were 
requested to afford facilities. None of these objects had relation 
to the transmission of the despatch in question. 

You have marked with a note of admiration, the fact that the de- 
spatch was sealed. True, it was sealed; but the bearer, who was 
charged with the delivery of it to you, had acopy; and had he handed 
that despatch in person to you, as it was expected he would do, 
he would, no doubt, have exhibited that copy to your inspection. 

A still more serious misconception has seized your mind in regard 
to an armistice. Before this time, it is quite probable you will 
have read the instructions to the commissioner, whom you see fit 
to denominate “the chief clerk of the State Department,” and, 
I trust, that a knowledge of what they contain has dissipated all 
your distressing apprehensions of being degraded by me. My let- 
ter informed you that Mr. Trist was „ clothed with diplomatic 
powers;? and his instructions and the projet of a treaty which he 
carried with him have, ere this, apprised you that he is a commis- 
sioner, with full power to negotiate a peace. "The treaty which he 
was authorized to conclude contains an article, as you will have 
perceived, which provides for a suspension of hostilities; but not 
until the treaty shall have been ratified by the Mexican govern- 
ment. Neither the considerations of humanity, nor sound policy, 
would justify the continuance of active military operations, after a 
treaty of peace had been concluded and ratified on the part of 
Mexico, until the information of that fact could be communicated 
from Mexico to this place, and an order for the suspension of hos- 
tilities hence transmitted to the commanding general in that coun- 
try. It will not be questioned that a commissioner of peace may 
be properly vested with the power of agreeing to a suspension of 
hostilities in a definitive treaty, negotiated and already ratified by 
one party, while waiting the ratification of the other. Asthe negotia- 
tor is the first to know the fact that a treaty has been concluded and 
so ratified, itis, beyond dispute, proper that he should be directed to 
communicate the knowledge of that fact to the commanding gen- 
eral; and it cannot, in my view of the case, be derogatory to that 
officer to be placed under instructions to act with reference to that 
fact, when duly. notified of it by the commissioner. The case cannot 
be made plainer,or your misapprehensions in regard to it more clearly 
pointed out, than by simply stating it as it must exist if the contin- 
gency should fortunately happen, on which you will be required to 
suspend hostilities. A commissioner of peace is sent by the Presi- 
dent to your head-quarters, and he makes known to you his au- 
thority to receive from Mexico offers for concluding a peace. You 
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are informed, bv his instructions and the projet of a treaty which 
he is required to exhibit to you, that on the conclusion and ratifi- 
cation of a treaty of peace by Mexico, hostilities immediately 
thereafter are to cease. With all these facts fully made known to 
you in advance, you are directed by the President to suspend hos- 
tilities on receiving written notice from the comgnissioner that the 
contingenc y—the conclusion and ratification of a treaty of peace 
by Mexico—has happened. Under these circumstances, can you 
conceive that, as commanding general of the force in Mexico, you 
have the right to raise a question upon your duty to obey this di- 
rection, coming as it does, through a proper channel, from your 
superior—the commander-in-chief ? In my opinion you could not 
have wandered further from the true view of the case, than by sup- 
posing that the President or myself has placed you in the condi- 
tion of deferring “ to the chief clerk of the Department of State, 
the question of continuing or discontinuing hostilities.” I cannot 
conceive that any well founded exception can be taken to the 
order you have received, in relation to suspending hostilities; and 
I am fully persuaded that, if the contingency requiring you to act 
upon it shall ever occur, you will promptly carry it into full effect. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
i W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Maj. Gen. WINTIELD Scott, 
Commanding U. S. Army, .Mezico. 


No. 28. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Jalapa, May 20, 1847. 


Six: Less than half the train, and less than a third of the sup- 
plies, expected up about the 14th instant, at the date of my report, 
No. 26, arrived. The quartermaster, at Vera Cruz, had over- 
estimated his number of wagons and animals, and the latter were 
found too feeble to transport full loads through the heat and sands 
of the low country. No money came by that train to the quarter- 
master or commissary, as none had arrived, for either, at Vera Cruz, 
from New Orleans. The paymaster here received about $280,000— 
the half of his estimate for January, February, March, and April. 

If it be expected at Washington, as is now apprehended, that this 
army is to support itself by forced contributions, levied upon the 
country, we may ruin and exasperate the inhabitahts and starve 
ourselves; for it is certain they would sooner remove or destroy 
the products of their farms than allow them to fall into our hands 
without compensation. Not a ration for man or horse would be 
brought in, except by the bayonet, which would oblige the troops to 
spread themselves out, many leagues, to the right and left, in search 
of subsistence, and to stop all military operations. 

Of money there is but little in any part of the country, except 
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in the hands of foreign miners and merchants, intended for expor- 
tation. None has come,down as low as Jalapa since we invested 
Vera Cruz; but we suppose that at Puebla, and beyond, we shall 
be able to sell drafts on the United States readily at par, or, per- 
haps, at a premium. 

I know nothing of the receipts at the custom-houses of Vera 
Cruz, Tampico, &c. Probably they are but inconsiderable; but, if 
great, we could not, after this date, and when further advanced, 
draw upon them for the uses of this army. 

Another train of wagons (170) is just entering this city from 
Vera Cruz, under the escort of Captains Walkers and Ruff's rifle- 
men. If it has a second or third of the essential supplies now long 
waited for—medicines, ammunition, clothing, salt, &c.—I shall ad- 
vance, having lost the hope of receiving further reinforcements, 
except some 900 recruits for the old regiments of this army, of 
which we have notice of the adjutant general at Washington. I 
send down by convalescent officers and men, principally belonging 
to the discharged volunteer regiments, a small train oí wagons to 
meet those recruits, and to be added to any new means of trans- 
portation the quartermaster may have at Vera Cruz. When they 
come up we shall lose, for months, all dependancé on that depot. 

I shall leave in garrison here the Ist artillery, (five companies,) 
serving as infantry; one troop of horse; the whole of the 2d Penn- 
an and three companies of the 1st Pennsylvania regiments. 

revet Colonel Childs is designated as the governor and commander 
of the place. 

The garrison of the castle of Perote will continue as at present: 
a detachment of artillerists, to serve the batteries; a troop of horse, 
and seven companies of the 1st Pennsylvania volunteers, with Colo- 
nel Wynkoop, of the latter, as governor and commander. 

Worth’s and Quitman’s divisions entered Puebla the 15th instant. 
Santa Anna, from Orizaba, preceded them a short time, and has, it 
is said, taken up a defensive position near Rio Frio, equidistant (14 
leagues) from Puebla and the capital, with a force (variously re- 
ported) of from two thousand to four thousand men. If he stand, 
we shall assault him, with confidence, no matter what may be his 
numbers. The advance,at Puebla, has instructions, as I have here- 
tofore reported, to wait there for the arrival of the reserve, 
(Twiggs’s division,) or until further orders. 

I find that the train, just in, has brought up but a small part of 
the ammunition needed. Nevertheless, we shall advance without 
further delay. 

I enclose, herewith, copies (in English and Spanish) of a procla- 
mation I was induced to issue on the 11th instant. It was, origi- . 
nally, under my directions, written in Spanish, at the instance of 
persons of very high standing and influence—some of them of the 
church—who suggested the topics and sentiments the most likely 
to find a response in the bosoms of Mexicans, and to promote the 
cause of justice, moderation, and peace. To the cast of the procla- 
mation I saw no American objection. Its effects,as far as we have 
heard, are very favorable; but the express (a, Mexican) engaged by 
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the deputation to take the printed copies to the capital was inter- 
cepted near Puebla. 

Mr. Trist arrived here on the 14th instant. He has not done me 
the honor to call upon me. Possibly, he has thought the compli- 
ment of a first visit was due to him! I learn that he is writing a 
reply to my answer to him, dated the 7th instant. A copy of that 
answer I enclosed to you the moment it was written. It is not 
probable that I shall find leisure to read his reply, much less to 
give a rejoinder. 

When I wrote to you and Mr. Trist, late on the night of the 7th, 
to go down by a detachment of horsethat I was obliged to despatch 
early the next morning, I had not time to defend the position you 
had forced me to assume, and shall I now but glance at that position. 

The honorable Mr. Benton has publicly declared that if the law had 
Mose making him general-in-chief of the United States armiesin 

exico—either as lieutenant general, or as junior major general over 
seniors, the power would have been given him not only of agreeing to 
an armistice, which would, of course, have appertained to hisposition, 
but the much higher power of concluding a treaty of peace; and it will 
be remembered, also, that in my letter to Major General Taylor, 
dated June 12, 1846, written at your instance, and, as I understood 
at the time, approved by the cabinet, his power to agree to an 
armistice was merely adverted to'in order to place upon it certain 
limitations. I understand your letter to me, of the 14th ultimo, as 
not only taking from me, the commander of an army, under the 
most critical circumstances, all voice or advice in agreeing to a 
truce with the enemy, but as an attempt to place meunder the mili- 
tary command of Mr. Trist; for you tell me, that“ should he make 
known to you, in writing, that the contingency has occurred in con- 
sequence of which the President is willing that further active mili- 
tary operations sheuld cease, you will regard such notice as a di- 
rection from the President to suspend them until further orders 
from this department." That is, I am required to respect the judg- 
ment of Mr. Trist here, on passing events, purely military, as the 
judgment of the President who is some two thousand miles off ! I 
suppose this to be the second attempt of the kind ever made to dis- 
honor a general-in-chief in the field before or since the time of 
the French convention. That other instance occurred in your ab- 
sence from Washington in June, 1845, when Mr. Bancroft, acting 
Secretary of War, instructed General Taylor, in certain matters, to 
obey the orders of Mr. Donaldson, chargé d'affaires in Texas; and 
you may remember the letter that I wrote to General Taylor, with 
the permission of both Mr. Bancroft and yourself, to correct that 
blunder. The letter may be found on record in my office at Wash- 


. ington. 


henever it may be the pleasure of the President to instruct me 
directly, or through any authorized channel, to propose or to agree 
to an armistice with the enemy, on the happening of any given con- 
tingency or contingencies, or to do any other military act, I shall 
most promptly and cheerfully obey him; but I entreat to be spared 
the personal dishonour of being again required to obey the orders 
of the chief clerk of the State Department, as the orders of the con- 
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stitutional commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the United 
States. 

To Mr. Trist, as a functionary of my government, I have caused 
to be shown, since his arrival here, every proper attention. I sent 
the chief quartermaster and an aid-de-camp, to show him the rooms 
I had ordered for him; I have caused him to be tendered a sentinel 
to be placed at his door, and to receive his orders, I shall from time 
to time send him word of my personal movements, and I shall con- 
tinue to show him all other attentions necessary to the discharge of 
E diplomatic functions with which he may be intrusted. 

have the honor to be, sir, with high respect, your most obedi- 
ent servant, 
- WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Hon. W. L. Marcy, . 
Secrttary of War. 


P. S.—May 21. I put undér cover portions of an unofficial letter 
just received from Major General Worth. They are highly inter- 
esting. ! 

But one company, mounted, under Captain Wheat, was re-enlis- 
ted (for the war) out of the whole of the old volunteers. It has 
just arrived from Vera Cruz. 

The reserve will positively advance to morrow. The deficiency 
in supplies from Vera Cruz, has resulted, I find, not so much from 
the want of wagons and animals there, as from the want of drivers 
and conductors. Some 400 old volunteers, engaged here, for the 
wagons and pack mules, broke off at Vera Cruz, aud embarked with 
their respective companies. W. S. 


[Copy of letter referred to above. | 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 


Washington, July 5, 1845. 


SIR: In the instructions to you from the acting Secretary of 
War, dated the 15th ultimo, an expression is used which might 
seem to place you, in certain matters, under the directions of the 
United States chargé d’affaires in Texas. I, yesterday, on seeing 
those instructions for the first time, called the attention of both Mr. 
Secretary Marcy and Mr. Secretary Bancroft, to that expression, 
when both promptly agreed that the word information, or advice, 
ought to have been substituted “for directions.“ The true rule, on 
this point, is laid down in the letter to you from the War Depart- 
ment of the 28th of May last, which I find acknowledged in your 
report, just received, of the 18th ultimo. The views of the report 
are highly approved. ° 

I remain, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Maj. Gen. Z. TAvLOR. 


True copy: 
l R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
January 14, 1847. 
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Extracts of an unofficial letter of Major General Worth to Major 
| General Scott, dated at 


PugEBLA, May 19, 1847. 


«Many supplies bespoken on the route, of persons exceedingly 
well disposed, have been kept back by menaces and the interposi- 
tion of guerilla bands. 

“I beg to suggest the convenience of securing as much corn as can 
be taken into the wagons and packed upon mules, pressed en route, 
particularly at Venta el Penal, around which, in short distances, 
there is a large amount and every disposition to sell. 

“I commend the principal person you will find there to special 
consideration. There must be the semblance of coercion. 

“I incline to the belief that there may be some 6 to 800 of beg- 
garly cavalry between us, perdu, to strike at some miserable strag- 
gler or a loosely conducted train; but no force that could be whip- 
ped to the assault of 100 of our men in compact order and good 
array. 

«My intelligence is limited to the reports of spies, the concur- 
ring information of several sets amounts to this; that yesterday and 
the day before Santa Anna’s force abandoned the project of making 
a stand at San Martin on the Rio Frio, (Tesmaluca,) where works 
had been constructed, having discovered, on more detailed exami- 
nation, that both points could be easily turned; that the whole of 
his badly armed force is marching on the capital. Again, there are, 
as usual, abundance of rumors of heavy forces approaching from the 
south and southwest. 

‘(We are rapidly accumulating supplies of the essentials, and could 
soon garner up sufficient for all our wants, with a few hundred cave 
alry to control actively a large circle and allay the fears of holders. 

“It was most fortunate that I got hold of one copy of your pro- 
clamation. To day I had a third edition struck off, and am now 
with hardly a copy on hand. 

“It takes admirably, and my doors are crowded for it—with the 
people (of all classes) it takes admirably, and has produced more 
decided effects than all the blows from Palo Alto to Cerro Gordo. 

«I haye scattered them far and wide, and taken three chances to 
get them into the capital. 

«I have already told you that those you sent were intercepted, as 
also all your communications. 

“The elections came off in the States on the 15th. It is gene- 
rally believed Herrera will succeed. Shots are being fired in the: 
capital. A pronunciamento is hourly expected, and this is probably 
the secret of Santa Anna’s march upon that point. 

, “He is in extremis. All agree that his day is passed. 

«The archives, and much public property, has already been re- 
moved from the capital to Morales, whither the Congress is to go, 
if not already gone, as also most of the notables. 

«Here wé are greatly straitened for funds, but I think, through 
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certain high moral influences, we may get along until you come 
27 
up. 


Respectfully communicated for the information of the Hon. Sec- 
retary of War. By command. 
* G. W. LAY, 


Lieutenant and Military Secretary. 
HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Jalapa, .May 21, 1847. 


El General-en-gefe de los Egércitos de los Estadts-Unidos de 
America, a la nacion Megicana. 


Meercanos: Los ultimos sucesos de la guerra y las providencias 
que en consecuencia ha dictado vuestro gobierno: me ponen en el 
deber de dirijirme á vosotros para demostrarcs verdades que ig- 
norais, porque os las ocultan maliciosamente. No quiero que me 
creais por mis palabras, aunque tiene derecho para que lo crean el 
que jamas ha faltado á ella, sino que juzgueis de estas verdades, 
por los hechos que están á la vista y 4 la calificacion de todos 
vosotros. i 

Cualquiera que fuera el orígen de esta guerra que mi nacion se 
vió obligada á emprender por causas imprescindibles, que entiendo 
desconoce la mayor parte de la nacion Megicana, lo consideramos 
como una fatalidad, porque siempre lo es una guerra para las dos 
partes beligerantes, y la razon y la justicia se ponen en duda, si no 
se desconocen enteramente por ambos lados, creyendo cada cual 
que él las tiene. La prueba de esta verdad la teneis los Megi- 
canos lo mismo que nosotros; pues en Mégico, así como en los Es- 
tados-Unidos, ecsistieron y ecsisten dos partidos oquestos, que de- 
sean la paz el uno y la guerra el otro. Pero los gobiernos tieneu 
deberes sagrados de los que no pueden prescindir, y muchas veces 
estos deberes imponen por conveniencias nacionales un silencio y 
una reserva que algunas veces desagradan á la mayoría de los que 
hacen la oposicion por miras puramente personales ó particulares, 
y que no deben considerar los gobiernos, suponiendo que la nacion 
tiene en ellos la confianza que merece un magistrado que ella 
misma eligió. | 

Razones de alta politica y de interes continental Americano com- 
prometieron los sucesos apesar de la circunspeccion del gabinete 
de Washington, que deseando ardientemente poner un término á 
todas sus diferencias con Mégico, no perdonó recursos de cuantos 
fueron compatibles con su decoro y dignidad para llegar á tan 
deseado fin; y cuando alimentaba la mas lisonjera esperanza de ob- 
tener por medio de su franca esplicacion y del razonamiento some- 
tido al juicio 7 cordura del virtuoso y patriótico gobierno del 
General D. J. Herrera, la desgracia menos esperado hizo desapare- 
cer aquella grata esperanza, y á la vez obstruyó todos los caminos 
que pudieran conducir á una transacion honrosa para las dos na- 


Ex. Doc. No. 56. 159 


ciones. El nuevo gobierno desconoció los intereses nacionales así 
como los continentales Ámericanos, y eligió ademas las influencias 
estrañas mas oquestas á estos intereses y mas funestas para el por- 
venir de la libertad Megicana y cel sistema republicano que los 
Estados-Unidos tienen un deber de conservar y proteger. El de- 
ber, el honor y el propio decoro nos puso en la necesidad de no 
perder un tiempo que violentaban los hombres del partido monár- 
quico, porque era preciso no perder momento, y obrámos con la 
actividad. y decision necesarias en casos tan urgentes, para evitar 
así la complicacion de intereses que podrian hacer mas dificil y 
comprometida nuestra situacion. | 

De nuevo en el curso de la guerra civil fué derrocado vuestro 
gobierno del General Paredes, y nosotros no pudimos menos que 
creer que esto seria un bien, porque cualquiera otro personel que 
representára al gobierno seria menos iluso, á la vez que mas patri- 
ota y mas prudente, si habia de atender al bien comun conside- 
rando y pesando todas làs probabilidades, su fuerza, elementos, y 
sobre todo la opinion mas general respecto de resultados positivos 
de la guerra nacional. Nos equivocamos nosotros, como acaso se 
equivocaron los Megicanos tambien, al juzgar de las intenciones 
verdaderas del General Santa Anna, à quien ellos llamaron y nues- 
tro gobierno permitió regresar. 

En este estado, la nacion Megicana ha visto cuales han sido los 
resultados que todos lamentan, y nosotros sinceramente, porque 
apreciamos como es debido el valor y la noble decision de los des- 
graciados que van al combate, mal conducidos, peor dirijidos, y 
casi siempre wiolentados por el engaño ó la perfidia. 

Somos testigos, y como parte afectada no se nos tachará de par- 
ciales, cuando hemos lamentado con admiracion, que el heróico 
comportamiento de la guarnicion de Veracruz en la valiente de- 
fenza qu hizo, fué infamado por el general que acaba de ser derro- 
tado y puesto en vergonzosa fuga por un número muy inferior al 
de las fuerzas que mandaba, en Biens Vista: que este general pre- 
mio á los pronunciados en Mégico, siendo promovedores de la 
guerra civil, y ultrajó á los que singularmente se acababan de dis- 
tinguir resistiendo mas allá de lo que podia esperarse, con una de- 
cision edmirable. 

Por último, el sangriento suceso de Cerro Gordo ha puesto en 
evidencia à la ee Meo cana lo querazonablemente deberá esperar 
si por mas tiempo continúa desconociendo la verdadera situacion á 
que la han conducido algunos de sus generales á quienes mas ha 
distinguido y en los que mas ha confiado. 

Dolor y lágrimas causaria al hombre de mas duro corazon con- 
templar los campos de battalla en Mégico un minuto despues del 
último tiro. Los generales á quienes la nacion ha pagado por tan- 
tos años, sin que la sean útiles, con algunas honrosas escepciones, 
el dia que los ba necesitado, han servido de perjuicio con su mal 
egemplo ó su impericia. Allí entre los muertos y los heridos no 
se ven pruebas de honor militar, porque están casi reducidos á la 
triste suerte del soldado, y esta ha sido en todas ocasiones desde 
Palo Alto hasta Cerro Gordo, quedar los muertos insepultos y los 
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heridos abandonados á la clemencia y caridad del vencedor; y sol- 
dados que van á batirse con conocimiento de esperarles esta recom- 
pensa, bien merecian ser reconocidos por los mejores del mundo, 
porque no los estimula ni una gloria efimera, ni un suspiro, ni un 
recuerdo, y ni siquiera un sepulcro. 

Pues bien, contemplad ahora Megicanos honrados, la suerte de 
los ciudadanos pacificos y laboriosos en todas las clases de vuestra 
sociedad. Los bienes de la iglesia amerfazados y presentados como 
aliciente para la revolucion y la anarquía; la fortuna de los ricos 
propietarios sefialada para rapifia de los perversos; el comerciante 
y el artesano, el labrador y el fabricante agoviados de con, tribu- 
ciones, alcabalas, estancos, derechos de consumorodeado de guardas y 
empleados de las odiosas aduanas interiores. Elliteratq y el legista, 
el hombre libre de saber que se atreve á hablar perseguido sin ser 
juzgado por algun partido 6 por los mismos gobernantes que abusan 
del poder; los criminales sin castigo y puestos en libertad, como 
los que estaban en la fortaleza de Perote ¿cual es pues, Megicanos, 
la libertad de que gozais? ; l 

Yo no creọ que los Megicanos hijos del siglo presente les falte 
el valor para confesar errores que no les deshonran y para adoptar 
un sistema de verdadera libertad, de paz, y union con sus herma- 
nos vecinos del Norte. i 

Tampoco puedo creer que ignoren la infamia con que nos ultra- 
jan en los periódicos para concitar á la rebelion; no, el espiritu 
público no se crea ni se reanima con falsedades. Nosotros no 
hemos profanado vuestros templos, ni abusado de vuestras muge- 
res, ni ocupado vuestra propiedad, como os lo quieren hacer creer, 
y lo decimos con orgullo*y lo acreditamos con vuestros mismos 
obispos y con los curas de Tampico, Tuspan. Matamoros, Mon- 
terey, Veracruz, y Jalapa; con todos los religiosos y autoridades 
civiles y vecinos de los pueblos todos que hemos ocupado. No- 
sotros adoramos al mismo Dios, y una gran parte de nuestro egér- 
cito, asi como de la poblacion de los Estados-Unidos, somos catoli- 
cos como vosotros: castigamos el delito donde quiera que le hal- 
lamos y premiamos al mérito y á la virtud. 

E] egército de los Estados-Unidos respeta y respetará siempre la 

ropiedad particular de toda clase, y la propiedad de la Inglesia 
Mecicans: y des graciado de aquel que asi no lo hiciere! donde 
nosotros estemos. 

Megicanos, lo pasado no puede ya remediarse; pero lo futuro 
puede precaverse todavia: repetidas veces os he manifestado que el 
gobierno y pueblo de los Estados Unidos desea la paz, desea vues- 
tra sincera amistad. Abandonad pues rancias preocupaciones y 
dejad de ser el juguete de la ambicion particular y conducios como 
una nacion grande Americana; dejad de una vez esos habitos de 
colonos y sabed ser verdaderamente libres, verdaderamente repub- 
licanos, y muy pronto podeis ser muy ricos y muy felices, pues 
teneis todos los elementos para serlo, mas pensad que sois Amert- 
canos y que no ha de venir de Europa vuestra felicitad. 

Deseo en conclusion . manifestar, y con igual franqueza, que si 
necesario fuese vendria muy pronto un egército de cien mil hom- 
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bres, y que los Estados-Unidos no terminarian sus diferencias con 
Mégico, teniendo que hacerlo por las armas, de un modo incierto, 
ni precario, y menos deshonroso, y yo agraviaria á la parte ilus- 
trada de este pais si dudára que ellos conocen esta verdad. 

La autorizacion para forma guerrillas que nos hostilicen, os 
aseguro no producirá sino males al pais y ningun mal á nuestro 
egército que sabrá precaverse y proceder contra ellos; y si, lejos 
de calmar los ánimos y las pasiones procurais irritarlas nos pon- 
dreis en el duro caso de las represálias y entónces no podreis ni 
culparnos de las consecuencias que recaerán sobre vosotros. 

Marcho con mi egército para Puebla y Mégico, no os lo oculto; 
desde estas capitales os volveré á hablar; deseo la paz, la amistad 
y la union; á vosotros os toca elegir si preferis continuar la guerra; 
de todos modos, estat seguros que nunca falta ra á su palabra el 
general. 

WINFIELD SCOTT, 
Cuartel General del Egército. 
JaLapa, Mayo 11 de 1847. | 


The general-in-chief of the armies of the United States of America, 
to the Mexican nation: 


Mexicans: The late events of the war, and the measures adopted 
in consequence by your government, make it my duty to address 
you, in order to lay before you truths of which you are ignorant, 
because they have been criminally concealed from you. Ido not 
ask you to believe me singly on my word—though he who has not 
been found false has a claim to be believed—but to judge for your- 
selves of these truths, from facts within the view and scrutiny of 

ou all. 

d Whatever may have been the origin of this war, which the 
United States were forced to undertake by insurmountable causes, 
we regard it as an evil. War is evér such to both belligerents; 
and the reason and jfistice of the case, if not unknown on both sides, 
are in dispute, and claimed by each. You have proof of this truth 
as well as we; for in Mexico, as in the United States, there have 
existed, and do exist, two opposite parties—one desiring peace; 
another, war. 

Governments, however, have sacred duties to perform, from 
which they cannot swerve; and these duties frequently impose, 
from national considerations, a silence and a reserve that displease, 
at times, the majority of those who, from views purely personal or 
prete are found in opposition; to which governments can pay 
ittle attention, expecting the nation to repose in them the confi- 
dence due to a magistracy of its own selection. 

Considerations of high policy and of continental American 
interests precipitated events, in spite of the circumspection of the 
cabinet at Washington. This cabinet, ardently desiring to termi- 
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nate ell differences with Mexico, spared no efforts compatible with 
honor and dignity. It cherished the most flattering hopes of 
attaining this end by frank explanations and reasonings addressed 
to the judgment and prudence of the virtuous and patriotic govern- 
ment of General Herrera. An unexpected misfortune dispelled 
these hopes, and closed every avenue to an honorable adjustment. 
Your new government disregarded your national interests as well 
as those of continental America, and yielded, moreover, to foreign 
influences the most opposed to those interests—the most fatal to 
the future of Mexican liberty, and of that republican system which 
the United States hold it a duty to preserve and to protect. Duty, 
honor, and dignity, placed us under the necessity of not losing a 
season, of which the monarchical party was fast taking advantage. 
As not a moment was to be lost, we acted with a promptness and 
decision suited to the urgency of the case, in order to avoid a com- 
plication of interests which might render our relations more difficult 
and involved. | | 

Again: in the course of civil war, the government of General 
Paredes was overthrown. We could not but look upon this as a 
fortunate event, believing that any other administration, represent- 
ing Mexico, would be less deluded, more patriotic, and more pru- 
dent—looking to the common good, weighing probabilities, 
strength, resources, and, above all, the general opinion as to the 
inevitable results of a national war. We were deceived—as per- 
haps you, Mexicans, were also deceived—in judging of the real in- 
tentions of General Santa Anna, whom you recalled, and whom our 
government permitted to return. 

Under this state of things the Mexican nation has seen the results 
lamented by all, and by us most sincerely; for we appreciate, as is 
due, the valor and noble decision of those unfortunate men who go 
to battle, ill-conducted, worse cared for, and almost always 
enforced by violence, deceit, or perfidy. 

We are witnesses—and we shall not be taxed with partiality, as 
a party interested, when we lament with surprise—that the heroic 
behavior of the garrison of Vera Cruz, in its valiant defence, has 
been aspersed by the general who had just been routed and put to 
shameful flight at Buena Vista, by a force far inferior to his own; 
that the same general rewarded the insurgents of the capital—pro- 
moters of civil war—and heaped outrage on those who had just ac- 
quired for themselves singular distinction by a resistance beyond 
expectation, and of admirable decision. 

Finally, the bloody event of Cerro Gordo has plainly shown the 
Mexican nation what it may reasonably expect, if it longer con- 
tinues blind to its real situation—a situation to which it has been 
brought by some of its generals, whom it has most distinguished, 
and in whom it has most confided. 

The hardest heart would have been moved to grief in contem- 
lating any battle-field of Mexico, a moment after the last struggle. 
hose generals whom the nation has paid without service rendered, 

for so many years, have, in the day of need, with some honorable 
exceptions, but served to injure her by their bad example or un- 
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skilfulness. The dead and. wounded on those fields received no 
marks of military distinction, sharing alike the sad fate which has 
been the same from Palo Alto to Cerro Gordo; the dead remained 
unburied, and the wounded abandoned to the clemency and charity 
of the victor. Soldiers who go to battle, knowing they have such 
reward to look for, deserve to be classed with the most heroic; for 
they are stimulated by no hope of glory, nor remembrance, nor a 
sigh—not even a grave. ° 

Again contemplate, honorable Mexicans, the lot of peaceful and 
industrious citizens in all classes of your country. The possessions 
of the church menaced, and presented as an allurement to revolu- 
tion and anarchy; the fortunes of rich proprietors pointed out for 
the plunder of armed ruffans; the merchant and the mechanic, the 
husbandman and the manufacturer, burdened with contributions, 
excises, monopolies, duties on consumption, and surrounded by offi- 
cers and collectors of these odious internal customs; the man of 
letters and the legislator; the freemen of knowledge, who dares to 
speak, persecuted, without trial, by some faction, or by the véry 
rulers who abuse their power; and criminals, unpunished, are set at 
liberty, as were those of Perote. What, then, Mexicans, is the 
liberty of which you boast? 

I will not believe that Mexicans of the present day want the 
courage to confess errors which do not dishonor them, or to adopt 
a system of true liberty —one of peace and union with their 
brethren and neighbors of the north. 

Neither can I believe Mexicans ignorant of the infamy of the 
calumnies put forth by the press, in order to excite hostilit against 
us. No; public spirit cannot be created nor animated ^ false- 
hood. We have not profaned. your temples, nor abused your 
women, nor seized your property, as they would have you believe. 
We say it with pride, and we confirm it by an appeal to your 
bishops and the curates of Tampico, Tuzpan, Matamoras, Monterey, 
Vera Cruz, and Jalapa; to all the clergy, civil authorities, and in- 
habitants of all the places we have occupied. | 

We adore the same God; anda large portion of our army, as 
well as of the people of the United States, is Catholic like your- 
selves. We punish crime wherever we find it, and reward merit 
and virtue. 

The army of the United States respects, and will ever respect, 
private property of every class, and the property of the Mexican 
church. Wo to him who does not—where we are. 

Mexicans: the past is beyond remedy, but the future may yet be 
controlled. I h:ve repeatedly declared to you that the govern- 
meLt and people of the United States desire peace—desire your sin- 
cere friendship. Abandon, then, State prejudices; cease to be the 
sport of private ambition; and conduct yourselves like a great 
American nation. Abandon t once those old colonial habits, and 
learn to be truly free—truly republican. You may then soon 
attain prosperity and happiness, of which you possess all the ele- 
ments; but remember that you are Americans, and that your happi- 
ness is not to come from Europe. 
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I desire, in conclusion, to say to you, with equal frankness, that, 
were it necessary, an army of one hundred thousand Americans 
would soon be among you; and that the United States, if forced to 
terminate, by arms, their differences with you, would not do it in 
an uncertain or precarious, or still less in a dishonorable manner. 
It would be am insult to the intelligent people of this country to 
doubt their knowledge of our power. 

The system of forming guerilla parties to annoy us, will, I assure 
you, produce only evils to this country, and none to our army, 
which knows how to protect itself, and how to proceed against 
such cut-throats; and if, so far from calming resentments and pas- 
sions, you try to irritate, you will but force upon us the hard ne- 
cessity of retaliatien. In that event, you cannot blame us for the 
consequences which will fall upon yourselves. " 

I shall march with this army upon Puebla and Mexico. I do not 
conceal this from you. From those capitals I may again address 
you. We desire peace, friendship, and union; it is for you to 
choose whether you prefer continued hostilities. In either case, be 
assured I will keep my word. 

HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ÁnMY, Jalapa, May 11, 1847. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, June 14, 1847, 


Sır: In my letter of the 17th ultimo, I sent you several printed 
copies of the seventeenth section of “ An act to make provision for 
an additional number of general officers, and for other purposes,” 
and requested that measures might be taken to secure the benefits 
of that section to the non-commissioned officers and privates en- 
titled to them. When that letter was written, I was under the im- 

ression that the means by which the President is to acquire the 
information, to satisfy him that privates have so conducted them- 
selves as to be entitled to certificates, were not indicated in the act 
of Congress. Upon a more careful examination of that act, it is 
believed that this is not correct. By virtue of the terms “in like 
manner,” used in reference to granting these certificates, it has been 
determined that they are to be issued by the President, on the “re- 
commendation of the commanding officer of the regiment? to which 
the privates belonged; and it is very questionable whether he can 
issue them without such recommendation. It is therefore proper, 
that those who may consider themselves entitled to the distinction 
of a certificate and the allowance of extra pay, should be informed 
of the construction given to the act, that the recommendations of 
the commanding officer of the regiment is deemed necessary. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ` 

e W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Major General WIxTIELD Scorr, 
Commanding United States army, .Mezico. 


P. S. As the duties, in relation to the trade, and the collection of 
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duties as contributions at the ports of Vera Cruz and Tampico, have 
been devolved upon the governors of those places, and they have 
communicated with me on the subject, my reply and suggestions 
relating thereto have been directly addressed to them. 


W AR DEPARTMENT, 
June 15, 1847. 


Sin: I have received your letter of the 20th of May, and regret 
to learn that you have been disappointed in your expectations, in 
regard to receiving supplies and munitions from the depot at Vera 
Cruz. This disappointment was caused, as appears by the last pa- 
ragraph in that letter, by the failure of the arrangement made with 
persons who engaged to accompany the train as teamsters. 

I have received, and laid before the President, the copy of your 
proclamation to the Mexican nation of the 11th of May. The con- 
siderations you have presented to the people of Mexico, as induce- 
ments to them to wish for peace, and to concur in measures for the 
accomplishment of that desirable object, are well selected and ably 
enforced. As it could not have been your design to enter into a 
full discussion of the causes which led to the war, it is not to be 
taken as an authoritative exposition of the views of the Executive 
in this respect, but he regards it as a document containing “t topics 
and sentiments the most likely to find a response in the bosoms of 
the Mexicans, and to promote the cause of justice, moderation, and 
peace.? Such were properly the scope and end of the proclama- 
tion, and most ably have they been carried out. 

You again advert to the subject presented in your letter of the 

7th ultimo to Mr. Trist, and appear still to be laboring under an 
. unaccountable misconception in regard to it. My letter of the 31st 
of May (a copy of which I herewith transmit) presents this matter 
in its true light. It will show you how far you have mislead your- 
self, and how causelessly you have indulged in complaints, better 
characterized as reproofs, againstthe President and thi : department, 

The President would not have deemed it proper that I should ` 
advett again to this subject, but for the apprehension he has that 
your course may obstruct the measures he has taken to procure a 
peace. It does not appear, from any communication made by you 
to this department, that you have executed, or attempted to execute, 
the order which you have received, to forward the despatch from 
the Secretary of State addressed to the Mexican secretary of foreign 
affairs. The President is, however, unwilling to believe that you 
have not done your duty in this respect. If it has not been sent, 
he presumes that you have not been able to send it, and that you 
will in due time explain the causes which compelled you to detain it. 

My letter, taken by itself, neither sustains or excuses such an in- 
terpretation as youhave given toit;and, taken in connexion with the 
facts which Mr. Trist was directed to communicate to you, and 
which it was expected would have been communicated with that 
letter, shows how idle it is to imagine that there was any attempt 
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to place you under the military command of Mr. Trist," or that you 
were „required to respect the judgment of Mr. Trist here (in 
Mexico) on passing events purely military, as the judgment of the 
President, who is some two thousand miles off.? The respect due 
to yourself, as well as that due to the President, who had placed 
you in chief command of our armies in Mexico, should have made 
you extremely reluctant to adopt such a conclusion, even on ade- 
quate proof of the fact; and to me it seems, as I am sure it will 
appear to others, strange indeed, that you have,been able to extract 
any such inference from my letter. You and Mr. Trist are both 
functionaries of the government of the United States, with impor- 
tant public interests confided to each in his respective sphere of 
action; cordial co-operation was expected, duty imposed it, the pub- 
lic good, the cause of humanity, demanded it. If there has been a 
failure in this respect, and from the tenor of your despateh the Pre- 
sident fears there has been, a high responsibility rests somewhere. 

In relation to the direction for an armistice, or the suspension of 
hostilities, the President, after duly considering all you have said 
on the subject, does not doubt that it was an order proper and right 
for him to give, and consequently one which vou were bound to 
obey. He sincerely regrets your strange misapprehension of it; 
and he is wholly unable to conceive how you can reconcile with 
duty and subordination the making of it a topic of temark, I may 
say, of incidental reproof of your common superior in an official 
communication to a subordinate officer in another branch of the 
public service. 

The information, recently received here, has caused a painful ap- 
prehension that Colonel Sours, who was bearer of 5 from 
this department to yon, was murdered between Vera Cruz and Ja- 
lapa. I herewith send copies of the communications from this de- 
partment which were intrusted to him. i 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Major General WIxFIEID Scorr, 
: Commanding United States army, Mexico. 


N. B. The following is an extract from a copy of an official letter, 
purporting to have been written by you to Lieutenant Semmes of 
the navy, dated head-quarters, Jalapa, May 9, 1847. 


[EXTRACT.] 


** But there is at hand another functionary, who, under very recent 
instructions from the President of the United States, may perhaps 
claim to supersede me, in the business of exchanging prisoners of 
war, as in other military arrangements. Mr. Trist, chief clerk of 
the Department of State, appointed minister or commissioner to 
Mexico, has arrived at Vera Cruz, and may be at this place with 
the train expected up in a few days. Perhaps you had better refer 
the business of your mission to him. I only make the suggestion." 


dé 
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Wan DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, MarcÀ 14, 1848. 


Sin: In one of my letters to General Scott, (called for by a late 
resolution of the House of Representatives,) there is a quotation 
from a letter of the general to Lieutenant Semmes, of the navy. 
It is deemed, by the President, but fair towards General Scott, 
that the whole correspondence on the matter, to which the quota- 
tion in my letter relates, should be sent to Congress. I therefore 
request to be furnished with it for that purpose. The correspond- 
ence related to measures taken for the release of Lieutenant 
Rogers, of the United States navy. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
| Secretary of War. 
Hon. J. Y. Mason, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Navy DEPARTMENT; 
March 15, 1848. 


Sır: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 14th instant, and, in compliance with your request, transmit 
to you copies of the correspondence on file in this department to 
which you refer. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 


vant, ' 
J. Y. MASON.. 
Hon. W. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of War. 


Papers furnished by the Navy Department, in compliance with the 
foregoing request. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
March 27, 1847. 


Sır: Transmitted herewith, are copies of letters received at this 
department from James Rogers, esq., dated the 21st and 25th in- 
stant, in reference to the captivity of his son, Passed Midshipman 
Robert C. Rogers, by the Mexican authorities. 

Your earnest and immediate attention is invited to the case of 
Midshipman Rogers, and the seamen in captivity with him. There 
is no principle of the laws of nations on which Mr. Rogers can be 
regarded as a spy. Asan officer of the navy, he was attached on 
duty to one of our national vessels of war operating against Mex- , 
1co, asa public enemy. He was engaged in a reconnoissance, 
with the insigna on his person, which afforded full evidence of his 
character of an officer of the United States navy. And you will 
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make known, if you find it necessary to secure to Mr. Rogers the 
treatment due to him as a prisoner of war, and in such mode as 
shall not be deemed offensive as a menace, that the punishment of 
this young officer as a spy, will be regarded as*an unjust departure 
from the humane interpretation of the laws of war, adopted by all 
civilized nations, and will be met by the severest retaliation. "The 
kind and liberal treatment extended to our officers and men who 
have had the misfortune to fall into the hands of the Mexican forces, 
and which, without boast, I may state has been fully recipro- 
cated towards their officers and men, prisoners with us, does not 
permit me to expect that the Mexican government will make a 
cruel and unjust exception in the case of Mr. Rogers. But the 
President deems it his duty to urge the case on your immediate at- 
tention, that the anxieties of his.friends may be relieved. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. Y. MASON. 
Commodore M. C. Perry, 
Commanding U. S. naval forces, Gulf of Mexico. 


—— SD 


Boorp Hurst, 
Near Newcastle, March 21, 1847. 


Sin: I beg leave to express to you my thanks for the extract 
from the despatch from Commodore Connor to the depart- 
ment, and the letter from Doctor Wright, transmitted to me 
with your note under date of the 12th instant. The expecta- 
tions expressed in each of them that my son would be soon released 
from his captivity, relieved myself and his friends of much anx- 
iety. But the mail of this day has brought me intelligence very 
unfavorable in its aspect. Short extracts from two of the letters, 
and also others previously received, I ask permission to lay before 

ou. 

: Doctor Wright, under date of February 21st, says: 


i . 

‘The enclosed note from your son, addressed to me, will give 
yeu intelligence of his having been ordered to Perote. I also have 
earned, from other sources, that he left Vera Cruz on the day spe- 
cified, or the day after—the 15th or 16th. We haveno hint of the 
occasion for this rigor, and are left to conjecture." 


Extract of a letter from my son. 


« QUARTEL DEL REGT's. No. 2, 
(“Vera Cruz, February 15, 1847. 


The fact of my being a prisoner, will readily suggest an 
excuse for the shortness of my letters. My opportunities for wri- 
ting are those of chance. This must be brref, for I have just re- 
ceived marching orders for Perote. I must confess that my im- 
1 of this place, derived from the accounts of persons who 

ave visited it in my capacity, are not of the most favorable char- 


, 
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acter. But, in spite of these pre-conceptions, I welcomed my or- 
ders with much pleasure; for any change will be preferable to my 
present confinement, which has been irksome in the extreme for 
some days past. 

“A change of governors brought a difference in my treatment, 
corresponding to their respective characters. Formerly,I was per- 

"mitted to take exercise, and the salutary refreshment of the bath, 
under the charge of Colonel Caranova, and to see my English 
friends. But, latterly, I have been confined to oneapartment, and 
denied intercourse with all. I have endured the rigors of, my situ- 
ation with tolerable fortitude, and preserved an equable temper, 
my temptations to irrascibility to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Whether, in the situation to which I am about to be removed, there 
will be greater or less demand for the support of philosophy, is ` 
soluble alone by absolute experience. 

“I have received a letter from General La Vega, who is in Mex- 
ico, saying, that he will exert his influence to have me liberated, 
or sent to Jalapa—certainly a more agreeable place than Perote. 
It is written very kindly and commiseratingly. He addresses me 
as his “ dear friend,” and asks me to Se to him for anything 
that I may wish, or in any strait that I may be placed. I hope 
much advantage from his great influence and reputed sincerity. 

„So you see that I can say nothing in reference to freedom from 
my ‘durance vile.“ I may receive it soon, or it may not be fo 
long, long months. What adds to the pain of my position, is, the 
anxiety of mother—her constant self-torturing fancies and imagi- 
nary evils. I deem myself safe from physical violence. If I am 
not really so, what avails complaint? I am sure that I can man- 
fully suffer the worst that the enemy can inflict. 

“It is my duty to tell you that my case is yet before a tribunal. 
I was not aware of this until informed by General La Vega. When 
they will render their decision, it is impossible to say; for delay is 
peculiarly their national characteristic. At first they were for 
shooting me. I was denounced as a spy by the press of the city, 
and the belligerent editors demanded the penalty from the govern- 
ment. 

„This will be my last letter for some time to come. My re 
moteness from all lines of communication, and the special orders 
against my sending or receiving letters, will prevent me from ap- 
prising you of my well-being. 

‘This vicissitude may return me to you a better, a wiser man— 
one who has found the jewel from adversity, and who has been tu- 
tored by experience. May my tears now be my baptism and spon- 
sors for the future.) | 


Extract from a letter dated December 25. 


* I am undergoing a careful investigation. I was questioned as 
to my motives and object in coming on shore, and as to the uses of 
a small compass and spy-glass in my possession. My replies were 
amusing when I consented to answer, and just as vague and farci- 
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cal as possible. I told them I should answer nothing, except when 
it suited me; and that if they hoped to derive any knowledge of my 
movements, and those of the squadron, from me, they would be 
disappointed. "They brought one of the crew of the Creole, to re- 
cognise whether I assisted at her destruction. He said I was one 
of the party—information I was willing they should possess. Ias- 
serted to them, I was captured in the uniform of an officer, and. 
this fact alone was all they should know from me. Iam told the 
attorney general has transmitted his opinion to the government, 
and I now await its decision." 


Extract from a letter dated January 17, 1847. 


« My situation was, at first, critical; for the advising power de- 
cided me a spy. The commander-in-chief. overruled this decision, 
and reference was made to the president. 

* Although I cannot complain of a want óf personal kindness, 
yet I feel that this government has not treated me with that cour- 
tesy that is ever due an officer in my situation. It is an inexcusa- 
ble harshness to confine me so long; to deprive me of all liberty, 
and leave me unprovided with the common necessaries of life. Gen- 
eral Landero told me yesterday, that I would very soon be liber- 
ated on parole, or sent in the interior, where I would be unre- 
strained until exchanged.? j 

As a parent, I cannot do less than I now do, to make known to 
the proper department of the government the material facts which 
are to be gathered from the preceeding extracts. In relation to his 
capture,it is certain he was taken in an open act of war, command- 
ing an armed party, and in uniform, with side-arms. It is also cer- 
‘tain he has been placed upon trial before a civil tribunal, which has 
made an adverse decision upon a question, which, if carried out, 
would reach his life; and he is now informed, from an authentic 
source, this outrage upon his rights is still hanging over him, yet 
in suspense. š | 

It is true, Commodore Conner, as well as himself, has received 
assurrance of an early liberation. But another commandant, Gen- 
eral Morales, comes into power, (as stated in one of his letters,) 
and my son is subjected to unusual severity in his imprisonment, 
and sent, with the seaman Fox, to the castle of Perote, under strong 
guard, to be held in close confinement. "This would disturb me but 
little, except from its connection with the other matters—a trial 
and conviction by a civil tribunal, now unreversed. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to say there is involved in these 
extraordinary proceedings, matters of high importance to all who 
bear arms, and which have claims upon the government entirely 
apart from the case of the humble individual whose honor and safe- 
ty are as dear to me as life itself. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


JAMES ROGERS. 
To the Hon. Jong Y. Mason, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
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Bootn Hurst, 
Near Newcastle, March 25, 1847. 


Sia: I herewith enclose a letter, received yesterday, which, in 
connection with the extracts in my communication to you of the 
21st instant, shows the critical condition of my son; and that the 
Mexican authorities have now shut out all conclusion, that he is 
held as a prisoner of war. 

The influence of deep family distress leaves me nothing to say, 
except to express an earnest hope, in the language of the resolu- 
tions of the legislature of his native State, “that the power of the 
United States may be immediately interposed to protect him from 
outrage, and to procure his early and honorable release.” 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 


JAMES ROGERS. 
The Hon. Joun Y. Mason, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


WASHINGTON City, March 23, 1847. 


SIR: In answer to your letter of yesterday, which reached me 
this morning, I beg to state that on my return from Mexico to 
Jalapa I learned that Mr. Rogers had been transferred to the fort- 
ress of Perote. On my arrival at Vera Cruz, 26th February last, I 
enquired from the commanding general the reasons which had in- 
duced him to send Mr. Rogers to that fortress, and his answer was, 
that it had been in consequence of an order from the supreme 
government. But he informed me, at the same time, that, having 
since received orders from the government to continue the trial of 
Mr. Rogers, that he had on that same day written to the governor 
of Perote to again return him to Vera Cruz. At the request of the 
commander and officers of the revenue cutter Forward, as well as 
from my own feeling in behalf of your brother, I solicited for him 
the kindest treatment, and General Morales, the commanding gen- 
eral of Vera Cruz, who is a particular friend of mine, promised me 
that he would be well attended to—of which I am quite certain, 
knowing, as I do, the honorable and generous disposition of this 
gentleman. 

I believe that it will be attempted to try Mr. Rogers as a spy, 
but my impression and that of many others is, that he will be ac- 
quitted. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

| A. Y. N. ATOCHA. 
WILLIAM H. Rocers, Esq., . 
l Wilmington, Delaware. 
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U. S. Frac Sur» Mississtppr, 
Anton Lizardo, April 29, 1847. 


SIR: As an earnest of my desire to carry out the wishes of the 
President and yourself, in regard to Passed Midshipman Rogers, I 
have despatched Lieutenant R. Semmes, as a special messenger, to 
Mexico, to demand, in person, the release of Mr. Rogers. 

The accompanying copies of papers relating to the subject, will 
fully explain my object in sending Lieutenant Semmes. 

With great respect, I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

| M. C. PERRY, 
° | Commanding home squadron. 

Hon. Jonn Y. Mason, 

Secretary of the Navy. 


o 


U. S. FaicATE RARITAN, . 
Anton Lizardo, April 27, 1847. 


Sır: In obedience to your verbal instructions, I proceeded, 
yesterday afternoon, to the city of Vera Cruz, and had an interview 
with Colonel Wilson, of the United States army, the governor of 
the city, and afterwards with General La Vega. 

Upon my mentioning to the former your desire of sending me to 
the city of Mexico, to effect the exchange of Passed Midshipman 
Rogers, he politely offered to do everything in his power to forward 
your views and put me in communication with General Scott. He 
called with me on Quartermaster Hetzel, and it was arranged that 
I should be provided with a couple of horses and an escort of twen- 
ty mounted men, if possible; but if, from any unforeseen cause, it 
should be impossible to furnish a special escort, I was to start with 
the first wagon train. f 

From General La Vega I learned that Passed Midshipman Rogers 
was, at last accounts, at Puebla—he having been recently removed 
thither, from Perote. His case is in the hands of the federal gov- 
ernment, and has been referred to a military commission, which, as 
yet, has made no decision. 

I informed General La Vega of the determination of our govern- 
ment to demand his release, and, in the event of this not being ac- 
ceded to, to retaliate upon any Mexican prisoners that might be in 
our power, the same treatment which Mr. Rogers should receive at 
the bands of his countrymen. He replied that he was one of those 
who had not regarded Mr. Rogers as a spy; that he had no appre- 
hensions for his safety, and that his life was perfectly secure. He 
says the proper person to whom to address your despatch on the 
subject, will be the minister of foreign relations, Señor Don Manuel 
Baranda! 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. SEMMES, 
Lieutenant. 
Commodore M. C. Perry. 
Com. home squadron, U. S. steamer Mississippi. 


Ex. Doc. No. 56. 173 


U. S. Frac Sur Mississippi, 
Anton Lizardo, April 27, 1847. 

Your ExcELLENCY: I am instructed by the Secretary of the Navy, 
and, through him, by the President of the United States, to invite 
the immediate attention of the Mexican government to the case of 
Passed Midshipman Robert C. Rogers, of the United States navy, 
now understood to be held in close confinement by the military au- 
thorities of Mexico. 

When Mr. Rogers was made prisoner, he was attached to the Uni- 
ted States brig Somers, one of the vessels of war engaged at the 
time in the blockade of Vera Cruz; and operating against Mexico 
as a public enemy. Whilst thus engaged, he landed on the Mexi- 
can shore, near to Vera Cruz, for the purpose of reconnoissance, 
having the ulterior object, undoubtedly, of inflicting injury on 
Mexico; but without concert with, and having no treasonable inten- 
tion.of corrupting any Mexican citizen. As proof of the integrity 
of his intentions, he went in no feigned character; he had on his 
person the proper arms and uniform of an officer, and was accom- 
panied by armed companions. . ' 

Under these circumstances, the pretension of the Mexican gov- 
ernment to hold him in rigorous confinement and to try him zs a 
spy, has no sanction in any recognized law among civilized nations. 
And it can in no respect be submitted to by the President of the 
United States, who has instructed me, through the Secretary of the 
Navy, to announce his intention to resort to the severest retalia- 
tion, unless Mr. Rogers shall be promptly placed on the footing of 
a prisoner of war, and as such held entitled to an early exchange. 

But the President of the United States induiges the hope that 
there may be no necessity to resort to any such rigorous proceeding 
on his part. The kind and liberal treatment extended to others of 
our officers and men who have been made prisoners by your forces, 
and which has been fully reciprocated by us towards those Mexi- 
cans who have fallen into our hands, leads the President to expect 
that the Mexican government will not make a cruel and unjust ex- 
ception in the case of Mr. Rogers. 

The urgency with which my attention has been called to this sub- 
jeet, has induced me to send a special messenger, Lieutenant Ra- 
phael Semmes, late commander of the United States brig Somers, 
who will have the honor of handing your excellency this commu- 
nication, and by him I hope to receive a prompt and favorable 
reply. 

With great respect, I have the honor to subscribe myself your 
most obedient servant, 

. M. C. PERRY, 


Commander-in-chief U. S. naval forces, 
Coast of the United States, West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. 


To his excellency Don MANUEL BARANDA, 
Minister of Foreign Relations 
of the supreme government of Mexico. 
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U. S. Frac Suip Mississippi, 
Anton Lizardo, April 28, 1847. 


Sır: Having been made fully acquainted with the intentions of 
the United States government; respecting the position in which 
Passed Midshipman R. C. Rogers has been placed by the Mexican 
authorities, and of the object of the mission with which you have 
been intrusted, I have to direct that you proceed with all practica- 
ble despatch to the head-quarters of General Scott, and after de- 
livering into his hands the communication addressed to him, take 
his instructions as to the most advisable means for you to adopt to 
enable you to present, in person, the despatch addressed to the min- 
ister of foreign relations of Mexico, a course which I should pre- 
fer; or, if it be impracticable for you to penetrate safely to the seat 
of government, to take such measures as to secure the safe and 
speedy delivery of the despatch to the functionary to whom it is 
addressed; in which latter alternative you will forward it, with a 
communication from yourself, notifying your intention of waiting 
at the head-quarters of the army for the reply. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. C. PERRY, 
Commanding Home Squadron. 


Lieutenant RAPHAEL SEMMES, 
| U. S. Navy. 


U. S. FLAG Suir MissISSIPPI, 
. Anton Lizardo, April 28, 1847. 


Sır: I have received instructions from the Secretary of the Navy, 
under date the 27th ultimo, directing me, in the name of the Pres- 
ident, to -protest against the unjust and cruel pretension of the 
Mexican government to hold Passed Midshipman Robert C. Rogers 
in rigorous confinement, and to try him as a spy; and I am in- 
structed to signify the intention of the President to resort to the 
severest measures of retaliation, unless that young officer is imme- 
diately placed upon the footing of a prisoner of war, and as such 
held entitled to an early exchange. 

The urgency of the order to carry out these instructions, in the 
most prompt and expeditious manner, has induced me to despatch 
my communication (a copy of which is enclosed) by a special mes- 
senger, and Lieutenant Raphael Semmes, late commander of the 
Somers, to which Mr. Rogers belonged, has been entrusted with the 
duty. 

He has instructions to apply to you for the proper means of pla- 
cing him in communication with the advanced posts of the enemy, 
that he may pass on to the present seat of the Mexican government, 
if so permitted; there to present, in person, the demand for the re- 
lease of Mr. Rogers. | 

I shall be greatly obliged if you will give the necessary orders 
for advancing Lieutenant Semmes safely on his way; and I would 
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respectfully suggest whether, in the event of failure of the object 
of the mission of Lieutenant Semmes, the release of Mr. Rogers 
may not be stipulated for in whatever terms of capitulation or ex- 
change of prisoners that may next be entered into with the enemy. 
With great respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
M. C. PERRY, 
Commanding Home Squadron. 


Major General WINFIELD Scott, 
General-in-chief U. S. Army. 


UNITED States FLAG Suip MississipPPr, 
Sacrificios, May 27, 1847. 
Sin: I have the honor to inclose, herewith, copies of a corres- 
pondence dor out of the mission of Lieutenant Semmes to ob- 
tain the release from imprisonment of Passed Midshipman Rogers. 
With great respect, I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 
: M. C. PERRY, 
Commanding Home Squadron 
To Hon. Joun Y. Mason, 


Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


JALAPA, May 5, 1847. 


Sin: I left the city of Vera Cruz, on my way to the city of 
Mexico, in obedience to your instructions, on the 30th ultimo. I 
was accompanied by an escort of twenty mounted Tennessee rifles, 
who were placed at my disposal by Colonel Wilson, the governor 
of Vera Cruz. As the colonel had been obliged to despatch, some 
eight or ten hours previously, a train of sixty wagons, with an 
escort of but forty men, he requested me to continue with this 
train, upon coming up with it, as far as in my judgment it might 
be necessary for its protection—a guerrilla party having attacked 
a train a few days previously, and killed and wounded several of our 
men. I overhauled the train, a few hoursafter my departure, at the 
small village of Santa Fé, and continued with it for two days, un- 
til we reached the Puente Nacional. Having met with no acci- 
dent or obstruction up to this point, I deemed it unnecessary to re- 
main longer with it, and pushed on with my escort for this place, 
where I arrived on the evening of the 3d instant. The train has 
since come in in safety. 

I had an interview with General Scott soon after my arrival, to 
whom I presented your despatch, and further explained, in conver- 
sation, your wishes, and those of the government, in regard to the 
early exchange of Passed Midshipman Rogers. The general was 
of opinion that it would be impossible for me to proceed to Mexico, 
in advance of the army, without a strong escort of cavalry, even 
if I should go under a flag of truce; the lawless banditti on the 
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road, under the name of guerrillas, paying no respect to anything 
but the sword. He was to move forward himself, he said, in a 
few days, and, as he could not spare me an escort, my only alterna- 
tive was to accompany him. He promised me that, when he should 
arrive within a reasonable distance of the Mexican government, he 
would put me in communication with it, either by sending me for- 
ward personally, under a flag and escort, or, if this could not be 
done, by forwarding my despatch to the proper officer. I shall 
accordingly remain with the army during its march, and will avail 
myself of the first opportunity that presents itself of carrying out 
your orders. 

In the mean time, it gives me pleasure to state, for the informa- 
tion of the friends of Mr. Rogers, that he is at present in the city 
of Mexico, where he is well treated, and that through the kind in- 
tervention of Mr. Hargous, an American citizen now here, he is 
supplied with funds necessary for his comfort. 

General Worth, in command of the advance guard of the army, 
is still at Perote, waiting to be joined by General Scott previous 
to a further advance. Two or three of his companies occupy an 
out post at a small town (Vireyes) some fifteen or twenty miles on 
the road towards Puebla. General Scott will move forward in a few 
days. Heison the point of discharging seven regiments of old 
volunteers, whose terms of service will expire in a few weeks. 
His force (after leaving garrisons at this place and Perote) will be 
reduced to about six thousand men; and it is not at all certain that 
he will be able to reach the city of Mexico with so small a num- 
ber. He will, atallevents, march upon Puebla, and await reinforce- 
ments there, should it be necessary. But for the necessity of dis- 
charging these volunteers, he would certainly have been in the 
capital in fifteen days from the present time. 

The Mexican government has not removed to Celaya, as you had 
been informed previous to my leaving, but is still at its post in 
the city of Mexico. Although the battle df Cerro Gordo was a 
terrible blow to them, as they openly confess in the public prints 
of the capital, they are not, as they say, disheartened, but are de- 
termined to oppose us to the last. 

They are making n-w efforts to raise an army, and are preparing 
to give us another battle at the city of Mexico. I will keep you 
informed of my movements from time to time, and give you such 
news of the movements of the army, and the state of the country, 
as I think will be of interest to you. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
R. SEMMES, Lieutenant. 

Commodore M. C. Perry, 

Commanding Home Squadron, Vera Cruz. 
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JALAPA, May 10, 1847. 


SIR: I addressed you a communication on the 5th instant, in- 
forming you that General Scott had declined giving me an escort, 
on the ground that he was deficient in cavalry, but that he had sig- 
nified his willingness that I should accompany the army until it 
should reach some point near the city of Mexico, when he would 
either put me in personal communication with the government or 
send forward my despatches. 3 

To my great surprise, I was waited on yesterday morning by 
General Scott's aid, who informed me on the part of the general, 
that there could be no reason for my remaining longer with the 
army, as the general had resolved that no one could have commu- 
nication with the Mexican government but himself; and that 
consequently I could not present my despatch, personally or 
otherwise, to the functionary to whom it is addressed. I im- 
mediately accompanied the aid to head-quarters and requested an 
interview with the general, which was somewhat abruptly denied 
me. I then sat down and addressed him a letter, a copy of which 
is enclosed, marked A. To this I received a reply, of which B, 
also enclosed, is a copy. General Scott having abandoned, in this ` 
letter, the untenable and extraordinary position assumed by him, 
that the government of the United States could hold no intercourse 
with Mexico, except through himself, I shall, (though to all appear- 
ances an unwelcome intruder,) in obedience to your orders, ad- 
vance with the army until my despatch is delivered and I receive 
a reply. I had no authority from you to submit to the inspection 
of General Scott a copy of your communication to the Mexican 
government, but I did so to deprive him of any reason for his con- 
duct that might possibly have been drawn from the allegation that 
your despatch might have had some bearing on his military opera- 
tions. I wished to present to him the naked question, whether he 
was ready to assume the responsibility of turning back a despatch 
written to the Mexican government, by the order of the President 
of the United States, and more especially when that despatch had 
no reference whatever to his military operations, on the ground 
that the President could choose no other channel of communica- 
tion than himself. 

General Worth advances to-day upon Puebla; the citizens and 
the few military who are there having made every preparation for 
his pacific reception. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

: R. SEMMES, Lieutenant. 

Commodore M. C. Perry, 

Com. in Chief, Home Squadron, Vera Cruz. 


12 
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À. : 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Jalapa, May 8, 1847. 


GENERAL: I understood you to say, inthe conversation I had the 
honor to hold with you, on the evening of my arrival at this place, 
that although you had río escort then at your command, with which to 
forward me to the city of Mexico, in the execution of my mission, 
I might continue with the army in its progress, and that when you 
should reach some convenient point near the city, you would either 
put me in personal communication with the government or send 
forward my despatches. | | 

I have this morning been waited upon by Lieutenant Williams, 
your aid-de-camp, who informs me in your behalf, that you have 
changed your resolution on this point, and that you will not per- 
mit me to hold any intercourse with the Mexican government. 

Commodore Perry has been charged by the Pe dent of the 
United States to make a communication to the government of 
Mexico, with the nature of which you have been made acquainted. 
He has selected me as his agent to carry out the views of the Pre- 
sident, and has directed me to apply to you for the means of exe- 
cuting his orders. 

With regard to the question as to who is the proper channel 
through which this communication is to be made, I can, of course, 

* have nothing to say: that must be settled by higher autbority; but 
«the President has thought proper to judge of this for himself, and 
I am here by authority (mediately) of one of the departments of 
the government, as his humble agent. I have specific orders, from 
my commander-in-chief, to place personally (with your assistance) 
my despatch in the hands of the minister of foreign relations, or if 
the Mexican government will not permit me to proceed to the ca- 
pital in person, to forward it by some safe conveyance, and await 
an answer. My object in addressing you this note, is to inquife 
whether I understand you as deciding that you will not (at your 
convenience) afford me the facilities requested of you by Commo- 
dore Perry, to enable me to proceed on my mission, and that you 
will not permit me.to hold any intercourse, personal or otherwise, 
with the Mexican government. If this be your decision, as a mil- 
itary man you must see the propriety of giving it to me in writing, 
in order that I may exhibit it to my commander-in-chief, as a suf- 
ficient reason for failing to execute his orders; as soon as I receive 
this, I shall hold myself in readiness to return to the squadron by 
the first conveyance. 

I enclose, for your inspection, my order in the premises from 
Commodore Perry, together with a copy of the despatch of that 
officer to the Mexican government, from which you will be able to 
see that my mission cannot have, in the remotest degree, any bear- 
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ing upon your military operations. I will be obliged you to if you 
will return me these papers after perusal. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. SEMMES, 
Lieut. U. S. Navy. 
Major General WIN FIELD Scott, 
Commanding the Armies of the U. S.. 


B. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Jalapa, May 9, 1847. 


SIR: I have read your note of yesterday, accompanied by Com- 
modore Perry’s instructions to you (original) and the copy of his 
communication to the Mexican minister of foreign affairs of which 
Ze been made the bearer, in relation to Passed Midshipman 

ogers, supposed by Commodore Perry still to be held by the Mex- 
ican government, not as a prisoner of war, but as a spy; and I had 
some days before received by your hands the letter Commodore 
Perry did me the honor to address to me on the same subject, re- 
questing that I would afford to you the proper means of placing 
youin communication with the advanced posts of the enemy, in 
order that you might, if permitted to pass to the seat of the Mexi- 
can government, and there to present in person, his demand for 
the release of Mr. Rogers. Commodore Perry adds in his commu- 
nication to me the suggestion, whether, in the event of a failure of 
your special 1 Rogers may not be released by capitula- 
tion, or exchanged, &c., &c. | 

Premising that I have not as yet aldressed a line to any political 
functionary in Mexico; if, in fact, there be any government in the 
country, and that I have all along intended, at the proper time, to 
propose for the exchange of Passed Midshipman Rogers, with other 
Americans taken prisoners of war, in the northeastern part of this 
republic; I think myself. on information, though not official, au- 
thorized to say, that the whole of the papers you have brought to 
my notice have had their origin in misapprehension. Mr. Rogers 
for many weeks past has not been held a prisoner for any igno- 
minious act, but as an honorable prisoner of war, at large on pa- 
role within the city of Mexico. 

On taking leave of many of the higher Mexican prisoners of 
war, at Vera Cruz, I called.their attention to the then reported 
confinement of Passed Midshipman Rogers, on the false allegation 
that he had been captured in the violation of the laws of war; and 
I added, in the most emphatic terms, if any hardship; injury, or 
punishment, should be sustained by Mr. Rogers on that false alle- 
gation, that I would inflict signal retaliation on the next Mexican 
officers whom the fortune of war should place in my power. 

Before the 15th ultimo, I had already heard, from whom I con- 
sidered creditable persons, that Mr. Rogers had been released from 
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the castle of Perote, and sent up witha single Mexican officer, both 
on horseback, to the capital as a prisoner of war. This information 
was confirmed by several of the principal Mexican officers cap- 
tured at Cerro Gordo, and again and again since, by respectable 
travellers passing through this place from the capital. 

I regret that Commodore Perry has thought it necessary to send 
you as his special messefiger, to treat with the Mexican govern- 
ment, on the subject of Mr. Rogers. Even if I had been ignorant 
of the capture and position of the passed midshipman, a note from 
the commodore would have been sufficient to have interested me 
officially and personally im his fate, and I doubt the expediency 
of more than one channel of communication with the Mexican gov- 
ernment on such subjects. 

But here is at hand another functionary, who, under very recent 
instructions from the President of the United States, may perhaps 
claim to supersede me in the business of exchanging prisoners of 
war, as on other milit.ry arrangements. Mr. Trist, chief clerk of 
the Department of State, appointed minister or commissioner to 
Mexico, has arrived at Vera Cruz, and may be at this place with 
the train expected up in a few days. Perhaps you had better refer 
the business of your mission to him. I only make the suggestion. 

The difficulty of sending forward a flag of truce at this time 
with communications to the Mexican government, if there be a 
competent government anywhere, consists in the necessity of pro- 
tecting the flag, by a large escort, against rancheros or banditti, 
who infest the road all the way to the capital, and who rob and mur- 
der even wounded Mexican officers returning on parole to: their 
friends. 

When nearer to the capital, sometime hence, I may nevertheless 
have occasion to communicate officially, under the cover of a flag 
and a heavy escort, with any body then that may be in authority, 
on the subject of prisoners of war generally. Your communica- 
tion, and any that Mr. Trist may desire to submit, may go by the 
same opportunity. In the meantime, you can remain here, return 
to Commodore 3 squadron, or advance with the army, as may 
seem to you best. have no advice to offer on the subject. 

With high personal respect, I remain yours, trul 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Lieut. R. Semmes, 
United States Navy, &c., &c., &c. 


UxrrED States FrAc-Suip Mississippi, 
Sacrificios, May 27, 1847. 


Sin: I have received your several letters of the 5th, 10th, and 
16th instants, with copies of your communication to General Scott, 
and his reply thereto, and I take pleasure in expressing my appro- 
bation of the course pursued by you. Continue to urge every 
practicable measure of effecting the object of your mission, con- 


Ex. Doc. No. 56. 181 


sistently with the most perfect respect and consideration for the 
high station of the distinguished officer at the head of the army. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, l 


M. C. PERRY, 
Commanding home squadron. 


Lieut. R. SEMMES, 
United States Navy, Jalapa. 


UurrEp States FlAd-Shir Missriss1PPI, 
Sacrificios, May 27, 1847. 


SIR: I have received from Lieutenant Semmes, of the navy,a 
copy of a letter addressed by you to that officer, in reply to one 
from him. | 

In your communication I regret to notice the words quoted as 
follows: “ I regret that Commodore Perry has thought it necessary 
to send you as his special messenger, to treat with the Mexican 
government on the subject of Mr. Rogers. Even if I had been 
ignorant of the capture and position of the passed midshipman, a 
note from the commodore would have been sufficient to have in- 
terested me officially and personally in his fate, and I doubt the 
expediency of more than one channel of communication with the 
Mexican government.” | | 
, It is to be presumed that in penning the above paragraph you 

must have forgotten that Captain Aulick called upon you, on the 
eve of your departure from Vera Cruz, with a request from me 
that you would bear in special remembrance the situation of Mr. 
Rogers.—See enclosed extract of an oficial memorandum of Capt. 
Aulick, marked A. 

Since then, I have received positive instructions to urge, with 
becoming energy, upon the Mexican government, the necessity of 
the immediate release of Mr. Rogers; and I was careful to ascer- 
tain before the departure of Mr. Semmes, from an authentic source, 
the true situation of the prisoner. From General La Vega, to 
whom I directed Lieutenant Semmes to apply, I received informa- 
tion which is contained in the enclosed extract, marked B. 

As to the expediency of having but one channel of communica- 
tion with the Mexican government, I have little to say. It was 
enough that the order came to me, through the Secretary of the 
Navy, from our common superior, the constitutional commander- 
in-chief of the army and navy of the United States, and it would 
seem most proper that, as Mr. Rogers belonged to the navy, that I, 
as commander-in-chief of the naval forces operating in the gulf, 
acting entirely distinct and independent of your command, should 
be the chosen channel of communication with the Mexican govern- 
ment in his case, as in all matters connected with my exclusive 
command. The sending of Mr. Semmes by the way of your camp 
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was purely a measure of expediency, that he might be facilitated 
on his journey. 
I am sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
M. C. PERRY, 
Commanding home squadron. 
Maj. Gen. WINFIELD Scott, 
General-in-chief United States army. 


A. 
Extract of an official memorandum from Captain Aulick. 


Monpay, April 12. 


I also handed him (General Scott) the commodore’s letter, de- 
siring him to endeavor to obtain the release of Midshipman Rogers, 
confined in the castle of Perote, to which he replied that he would 
make it a point to do so at the earliest moment practicable. 


J. H. AULICK. 


B. 


APRIL 27, 1847. 


From General La Vega, I learned that Passsed Midshipman 
Rogers was, at last accounts, at Puebla, he having been erecently 
removed hither from Perote. His case is in the hands of the fed- 
eral government, and has been referred to a military commission, 


which as yet has made no decision. 
R. SEMMES, Lieutenant. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
| June 21, 1947. 


Sır: Your despatch of the 27th of May, enclosing copies of a 
correspondence growing out of the mission of Lieutenant Semmes, 
to obtain the Stee of Passed Midshipman Rogers, has been re- 
ceived, and the course pursued by you in the matter is approved. 
It is not more gratifying to the department to witness the anxiety 
manifested by you and by Lieutenant Semmes to execute the orders 
in regard to Passed Midshipman Rogers, than to observe the cour- 
tesy and respect exhibited to the distinguished officer in command 
of the army. Asno disrespect to that officer could be inferred, or 
was intended, by my orders to you, or by your mode of executing 
them, I have to hope, as I confidently expect, that nothing will oc- 
cur to justify his erroneous interpretation of the proceeding. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. Y. MASON. 


Commodore M. C. Perry, 
Commanding home squadron. 
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No. 29. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Puebla, June 4, 1847. 


SIR: I arrived here, with four troops of horse, on the 28th ulti- 
mo. Twiggs’s division came up the next day. 

I enclose, herewith, a copy of Brevet Major General Worth's re- 
port, dated the 15th ultimo, (the original was intercepted by the 
enemy, ) of an affair he had with General Santa Anna, at Amosoque, 
some eight miles from this place. | 

The effective strength of this army has been surprisingly reduced. 
Besides the discharge of seven regiments and two independent com- 
panies of old volunteers, we had to leave, in koan al, about 1,000 
men at Vera Cruz, as many sick and wounded at Jalapa, and 200 
sick at Perote. Here we have, on the sick report, 1,017. Nota 
corps has made a forced march, except in the pursuit after the 
battle of Cerro Gordo, and every possible attention has been given 
to the health of the troops. The general sickness may be Reger 
to several causes: 1. The great contrast in climates above and be- 
low Cerro Gordo; 2. The insufficiency of clothing, but little having 
arrived when the army marched from Vera Cruz, and 3. The want 
of salt meats, the troops not having had any oftener than one day 
in nine, since we reached the elevated country, as our insufficient 
means of transportation allowed us to bring up only small quanti- 
ties of bacon and no mess pork. * The prevailing diseases have 
been chills and fevers, and diarrhoea. 

Making the further deductions of the killed and wounded, the 
garrisons of Vera Cruz, Jalapa, and Perote, and we have here but 
5,820 effective non-commissioned officers, artificers, musicans, and 
privates—a force evidently insufficient to garrison this large open 
city and to march upon the capital, where, or near it, we may pro- 
bably have to beat an indifferent army of from 12,000 to 25,000 
men. This we could do with 4,000, but at a loss, probably, of one- 
fourth of our number; whereas, with 8,000, our loss would not ex- 
ceed some 300. | 

Not having heard of the approach of reinforcements from any 
quarter, not even of the 960 recruits for the old regiments, who 
were to embark at New York and Newport, Kentucky, I have at 
length determined to abandon Jalapa, and to bring up to the head 
of the army the garrison of that city, with a part of the garrison 
of Perote, in order to be in a better condition to advance upon and 
to occupy the capital.—See herewith my ‘instructions of yesterday, 
to Colonel Childs, the governor and commander of Jalapa. 

It is ascertained that any sick or wounded men, left on the road 
or in small villages, would be certainly murdered by guerrilla par- 
ties, rancheros or banditti, and I am not absolutely certain that 
threats of punishment will render our hospitals safe even in large 
cities. The want of reinforcements, long promised and expected, 
has driven me to this painful experiment. | 

The delay here, until about the 22d instant, may, however, be 
compensated by one important advantage: General Santa Anna has 


| 
| 


, 


k. 
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renounced the presidency.—See his printed letter herewith. It is 
understood that a new government will be installed on the 15th 
instant, and there is good ground to hope under Herrera or Frias, 
both supposed to be desirous of peace with the United States. If 
we were previously to occupy the capital, the friends of peace 
(most of the leaders of the party belong to the capital) would be 
dispersed, or if they remained and organized, under our colors, 
their government would be denounced and decried as set up by this 
army, and lose all credit and weight with the Mexican people. 

We are still much embarrassed by the want of money. But little 
can be obtained on drafts, this side of the capital, and. we have not 
heard of the arrival of a dollar at Ver Cruz for this army. The. 
attempt.to subsist it, by living at free quarters, or on forced con- 
tributions, would be the end of military operations. 

I take the liberty to enclose a copy of my rejoinder to Mr. Trist. 
No doubt he has forwarded a copy of his most extraordinary epistle 
to me. To have such a flank battery planted against me, amidst 
critical military operations, is a great annoyance. 

Considering the many cruel disappointments and mortifications I 
have been made to feel, since I lett Washington, or the total want 
of support and sympathy, on the part of the War Department, 
which I have so long experienced, I beg to be recalled from this 


army, the moment that it may be safe for any person to embark at 


Vera Cruz, which, I suppose, will be early in November. Probably 
all field operations will be over long before that time. 
I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, your most 


obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Hon. WM. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of War. 


Heap-quartTers, PUEBLA, May 15, 1847. 


` Sır: I have the honor to report, for information of the general- 
in-chief, that the forces under my command, including the brigade 
of Major General Quitman, took military possession of this city at 
10 o'clock to day. | 

Halting yesterday at Amosoque, to await the junction of General 
Quitman, (for which purpose I had shortened the marches of the 
leading brigades the two previous days,) I found my position sud- 
denly menaced,at 8 o'clock, a. m., by a large body of cavalry. 
This force approached somewhat stealthily by a road on our right, 
unknown to us. A rapid examination, as it unmasked itself, ex- 
hibited, as was supposed, some 2,000; but, from accurate informa- 
tion obtained here, 3,000 cavalry of the line, unsupported either by 
infantry or artillery, and moving a mile on our right and toward 
the rear, led to the conclusion that it was a ruse to attract atten- 


Don in that quarter, while the real attack was to be looked for on 


the high road in front, or a movement on General Quitman, who 
might have been supposed the usual day's march in the rear. It 
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was presently reported that a heavy column was actually approach- 
ing on the main road; thus it became necessary, while directing a 
portion of the force against the visible enemy, to guard our large 
train, reserve ammunition, &c., packed in the square, against the 
invisible. 

The 2d artillery, with a section of Duncan’s battery, under the 
brigade commander, Colonel Garland; the 6th infantry, under 
Major Bonneville, with Steptoe’s battery, was promptly moved 

and so directed as to take the enemy in flank; the head of his 
column having now reached a point opposite 'the centre of the 
town, and distant about half a mile. The batteries soon opened a 
rapid and effective fire. After some twenty-five rounds the entire 
column broke, without attempting a charge or firing a shot, and 
hastily fled up the sides of the convenient hills. Only one com- 
pany of infantry (of the 6th) was enabled, from distance, to deliver 
its The broken column was seen to reunite and resume its 
march in direction of General Quitman's approach. The 2d 
artillery and 8th infantry, with two sections of the light batteries, 
were put in its track, when the enemy again swerved to the left and 
disappeared in the hills. Two miles distant General Quitman was 
met by the last named detachments. He had already discovered 
the enemy, of whose proximity their firing had admonished him, 
and promptly taken his order of battle. The discomfited enemy 
reached Puebla late at night, and evacuated the place at four in 
the morning. We took some prisoners and found a few dead. The 
enemy acknowledge a loss of 89 killed and wounded. General 
Santa Anna conducted the enterprise. 

Enclosed, marked A, is a copy of a communication addressed, on 
the 12th, to the civil authorities of Puebla; again, marked C, on 
the 14th, with reply to the latter, marked D; also copy of circular, 
dated 9th, addressed to commanders of corps, to EES their con- 
duct in certain conimpencies on the march. 

It is understood the force which retired from this city the day 
before yesterday, and to-day, is to take post at Puenta del Tesma- 
luca, distant twelve leagues on the road to the capital, where it is 
proposed to fortify. Our reception was respectfully and coldly 
courteous, but without the slightest cordiality. Incessant occupa- 
tion has not allowed me a moment to look into the resources in 
way of supply; but Mr. says breadstuff will be had in 
abundance, less of beef, and perhaps liberal quantity of small 
rations. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. WORTH, 


Brevet Major General, commanding. 


Captain Scott, A. A. A. G., 
Head-quarters of the Army, Jalapa. 


True copy: 
id J. C. PEMBERTON, 


Captain, Aid- de- camp. 
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HEAB-QUARTERS OF THE Army, 
Puebla, May 29, 1847. 


Sır: Your long studied letters of the 9th and 20th instant, mak- 
ing 30 pages, in reply to my short note of the 7th, were handed to 
me, under one cover, at Jalapa, the morning of the 21st, when you 
knew,being on the spot, that I was about to march upon this place. 
Occupied, as I was, with business of much higher importance, I did 
not allow the seal of the package to be broken till the evening of 
the 22d, which I took care to have done in the presence of many 
staff officers. One of them, at my instance, read apart, and reported 
to me the general character of the papers. I have not yet read 
them. 

My first impulse was to return the farrago of insolence, conceit, 
and arrogance to the author; but, on reflection, I have determined 
to preserve the letters as a choice specimen of diplomatic literature 
and manners. "The jacobin convention of France never sent to one 
of its armies in the field a more amiable and accomplished instru- 
ment. If you were but armed with an ambulatory guillotine you 
would be the personification of Danton, Marat, aud St. Just, all in 
one. 

You tell me that you are authorized to negotiate a treaty of 
peace with the enemy, a declaration which, as it rests upon your 
own word, I might well question; and you add that it was not in- 
tended at Washington that I should have anything to do with the 
negotiation. This I can well believe, and certainly have cause to 
be thankful to the President for not degrading me by placing me 
in any joint commission with you. 

From the letter of the Secretary of War to me, of the 14th 
ultimo, I had supposed you to be simply authorized to propose, or 
to concede to the enemy, the truce or armistice which usually pre- 
cedes negotiations for a peace; and my letter to you was written 
on that supposition. If the terms of military conventions are left 
to me, the commander of this army, I have nothing more to desire 
or to demand for its safety. 

In conclusion—for many persons here believe that the enemy, 
20,000 strong, is about to.attack this place—I have only time to ask ` 
you, in your future communications to me, to be brief and purely 
official; for, if you dare to use the style of orders or instructions 
again, or to indulge yourself in a single discourteous phrase, I 
shall throw back the communication with the contempt and scorn 
which you merit at my hands. 

I remain, sir, officially, &c., 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 
To Nicnoras P. Trist, Esq., $c., & c., &c. 


À true copy: 


GEO. W. RAINS, 
Lieutenant and Acting Aid- de- camp. 
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HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Puebla, June 3, 1847. 


SIR: For this army to operate with effect, it has become neces- 
sary to abandon, for a time, Jalapa, and that its garrison should join 
general head-quarters. | 

You will, therefore, take silent measures preparatory to bringing 
away with you the garrison, the wounded and sick, the ordnance 
and ordnance stores, and the depots of that city, as soon as the 
train of wagons and ambulances, which I am about to send down 
to you, shall arrive. | 

The wounded and sick are to be left, in route, in the castle of 
Perote. To remove them will be the great difficulty, demanding 
your utmost care and kindness. 

The number of wagons, &c., which will reach you in three or 
five days after this letter, may, I hope, be sufficient for that and the 
other purposes indicated; and should there be, as is feared, some 
individuals in hospital whose lives would be endangered by a jour- 
ney to Perote—involving two nights on the road—you will leave 
such individuals under the charge of a medical officer and the ne- 
cessary attendants. 

You will also put them in some consecrated place, under 
the safeguard of the church and civil authorities of the city, with 
the most solemn assurances given to each, that if the slightest in- 
jury should be inflicted on any individual of the party—the medi- 
cal officer, a wounded or sick man, or on any attendant left for their 
care—that I will not fail to return to Jalapa, and to punish the entire 
city in the most signal manner. Explain to all the rules of war in 
such cases. Military hospitals are universally regarded, by civil- 
ized enemies, as sacred. 

Neither must the city of Jalapa allow one of the party to be car- 
ried off, under any pretence whatever; for if carried off the indivi- 
dual or individuals would certainly be murdered by lawless ran- 
cheros or banditti. 

And you may pledge the honor of the United States to pay lib- 
erally for any supply, attention or kindness given to the party. 
Any money you may command, for such necessary purposes, you 
will leave with the medical officer. 

Brigadier General Shields, I earnestly hepe, will, before you 
commence your march, be in a cenditiori to travel in an ambulance 
or litter. Wait upon him with my warm respects, and if he bas 
not availed himself of the order I left with him, and I think it pro- 
bable he has not and cannot, offer him all the attentions in your 
power. Perhaps he. mar prefer to come up to the head of this 
army; but, if not strong enough to accompany it in its operations; 
he had better rest in the castle of Perote. N 

Leaving the wounded and sick at Perote, you will take from that 
castle, with you, three additional companies, making six of the 1st 
Pennsylvania regiment, and all the convalescents there, belonging 
to corps here, who can be brought up with a prospect of their being 
effective on their joining me. 
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For the 10-inch mortar left with you, a large Mexican drag or 
ten-mule wagon will be sent down to you. | 

The depots of supplies, of every kind, at Jalapa, except such as 
you may deem necessary for the party in hospital, will be brought 
up with you, and, of course, the two 12-pounders, with their am- 
munition. | 

I send you a map and memorial of the route from Perote to this 
place, which we found tolerably accurate. The leagues, marked, 
do not average more than two miles and a quarter each. Five, six 
or even seven of those leagues do not exceed an easy march. Your 
movements, in order tospare men and animals, need not be forced. 

If the companies or unattached recruits for the old regiments of 
this army, consisting of some 900 men, expected at Vera Cruz, 
about the time I left Jalapa, shall not have passed you, you may 
wait for them; and if either detachment has in charge money for 
this army, you will send it forward with an additional escort of 
Captains Merrill’s and Wheat’s cavalry, and one or more companies 
of foot of the garrison of Jalapa, as you may deem necessary. 

I further give you the discretion of waiting at Jalapa a few 
days, for any other detachment of troops you may chance to learn 
to be at Vera Cruz, destined for this army, or tc be in route between 
that city and Jalapa. 

I shall send down, with the empty wagons and ambulances, an es- 
cort of cavalry, and await, probably at this place, your arrival with 
great impatience. Nevertheless, you are.not to make any forced 
effort to join me. | 

I remain, sir, with great respect, yours truly, i 

| WINFIELD SCOTT. 
To Colonel ChILps, 
U. S. 1st artillery, Gov. and Com. of Jalapa. 


P. S. Besides one or two medical officers, according to the num- 
ber of wounded and sick you may be compelled to leave in hospi- 
tal at Jalapa, it will be necessary to leavetwo or three medical of- 
ficers at Perote. 

About two hundred ambulances and wagons will be sent down to 
you, to leave here to-morrow. | 


I certify on honor that the above is a true copy of the original. 


S. HAMILTON, 
2d Lieutenant, lst infantry, Acting A. D. C. 


— 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, July 12, 1847. 


Sin: Since my letters of the 31st of May and 14th of June, 
pointing out your entire misapprehension in regard to the mission 


d 
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of Mr. Trist, so far as it was assumed by you to be an interference 
with your military command, a part of his communications to you, 
as well as your letter to him of the 29th of May, has been re- 
ceived. This correspondence discloses a state of things between 
yourself and him most deeply regretted, as it is much to be feared 
that your personal relations are such as ::ay compromise the most 
important national interests. . 

My previous letters on this subject, if received, must have con- 
vinced you of the groundlessness of your suspicions and the preci- 
pitancy of your conduct in this whole affair. You cannot fail to 
perceive that, so far from having cause to complain and indulge in 
disrespectful reproaches against your government, on account of 
this mission, the utmost care was taken to secure to you all the 
rights and authority of your command, and to yield to all the pre- 
tensions you could properly set up as in any wise belonging to it. 

Regarding, as the President feels compélled to do, your course in 
this matter as the result of an entire mistake as to the powers and 
duty of Mr. Trist, he regrets to perceive that the conduct of Mr. 
T., on the other hand, has not been free from error. 

No two agents of the government could have been charged with 
duties more distinct and non-conflicting; duties less likely to bring 
on personal collision, where any sort of communication was re- 
quired. To you was entrusted the conduct of military operations; 
to him, the business of negotiating a peace, if a favorable oppor- 
tunity should occur. Only a very limited official intercourse be- 
tween you and him was required, and that was of such a character 
as to preclude, as it was supposed; the possibility of any misun- 
derstanding. He was required, in the first place, to deliver to you 
a despatch from your government to the minister of foreign rela- 
tions of Mexico. When thus delivered, all his agency in regard to 


.it was ended. It was committed to you to be forwarded; not 


even the Presidents order to you to send it forward was communi- 
cated through him, but through this department. To this course 
the most over-wrought sensitiveness could not properly take the 
slightest exception. Your false alarm in regard to the powers of 
the commissioner, and the mis-step consequently taken—the first in 
the series of blunders—led him to interfere, in an unauthorized and 
improper manner, with an affair exclusively your own—the trans- 
mission of that despatch to the Mexican authorities. From'this de- 
partment Mr. Trist had no instruciions whatever, and I am well 
assured that he had none from the President or theState Department, 
relative to this despatch, beyond the simple direction to place it 
in your hands. Whatever he may have done further than barely 
delivering it to you, was unauthorized. In undertaking, as he ap- 
pears to have done, in his letter to you of the 20th of May, to be 
the medium through which orders to you were to be transmitted, 
he has assumed authority not conferred on him, and the act is 
disavowed and disapproved be the President. He had no authority 
to give you amy order whatever. The only orders from your gov- 
ernment to you, relating to this subject, were issued through this 


| department, and are contained in my despatches of the 14th of 
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April, and these orders the President confidently expected you to 
execute. It is proper that I should say, in concluding my re- 
marks on this point, that the President trusts that you have disco- 
vered your mistake in returning the despatch to Mr. Trist; that you 
have withdrawn it from him, and executed the order to forward it 
from this department to the Mexican authorities. Should you re- 
ceive from these authorities an intimation of a willingness to enter 
upon negotiations, you will,as a matter of course, apprise Mr. 
Trist of that fact, and do what may be deemed proper to facilitate 
the eonclusion of a peace. 

It is not expected that you still continue under your first strange 
delusion as to Mr. Trist’s instructions to interfere in any manner 
with your military operations. My previous letters, and the ex- 
tract furnished you from those instructions, must have put to flight 
all your misconceptions on that subject. The utmost extent of 
the commissioner’s authority, bearing on this point, was to give 
you written notice of the happening of a contingency on which a 
suspension of hostilities was to follow—not by Mr. Trist's order— 
not by an order communicated through him—but by the order of 
the President, your superior officer, conveyed to you directly by the 
Secretary of War. 

This suspension of hostilities was not, as you saw fit to assume, 
to be a preliminary to, but to result from, negotiations conducted 
to a successful issue. Your course, on receiving the first commu- 
nication from Mr. Trist, shut you out, for a time at least, from the 
information which would have secured you from the false position 
in which you so precipitately placed yourself. You would have 
learned from Mr. Trist, if an interview with him had not been ob- 
structed, that the contingency, referred to in my letter, was a dis- 
tinct event—not an undefined condition of things, to be determined 
by discretion—it was a certain fact—the actual ratification of a 
definitive treaty of peace by the Mexican government, containing, 
in one of its articles, a stipulation for the suspension of hostilities 
to follow immediately such ratification; and it should not be for- 
gotten, that it was the intention and expectation of your govern- 
ment, that you should be as well acquainted with what constituted 
that contingency as the commissioner himself, before you could be 
required to act in reference to it; for Mr. Trist was authorized, on 
arriving af your head-quarters, to show you bis instructions, and 
the projét of the treaty he was empowered to make. Had you 
been less impetuous in taking umbrage at the course pursued in 
this matter, and less inclined to conclude, without the least war- 
rant for it, that your government intended disrespect to you, or 
was unmindful of what was due to the safety of the gallant army 
under your command, the dearest interests of the nation would not 
have been exposed to receive detriment from an ill-tempered per- 
sonal altercation between two high functionaries intrusted with 
important public concerns in a foreign country. ; 

[e past errors must have been discovered, the President expects 
that false steps on both sides have been retraced, and that you and 
Mr. Trist are now co-operating, so far as co-eperation is required, 
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in your respective spheres of duty, to bring the war to a successful 
close by an honorable peace. 

Your letter from Puebla, of the 4th of June, has been received, 
and laid before the President. Considering that you had claimed, 
as a matter of right due to your superior rank, to be placed at the 
head of our armies in the field in a state of actual war, and had 
earnestly besought that position as a matter of favor, tbe Presi- 
dent was nota little surprised that, after so brief a period of service, 
you should ask to be recalled. "The grounds put forth for this 
change of purpose have not, probably, had with him the influence 
you expected. "They are of such an extraordinary character as to 
claim a passing notice. 

Of “the many cruel disappointments and morgifications I (you) 
have been made to feel since I (you) left Washington," you have 
omitted to specify a single one, and whether they are real or imagi- 
nary is left in great uncertainty. "The sending of Mr. Trist to 
Mexico as a commissioner of peace, and the suspicion you cherished 
that you had been degraded by his being clothed with military 
authority to interfere with your rightful command, are, probably, 
prominent among these **cruel disappointments and mortifications.”? 
The exposition which has been made of that case shows the lament- 
able extent to which error may prevail in personal matters, where 
prejudice and suspicion preoccupy the mind. Should your other 
undisclosed “cruel disappointments and mortifications” be of a 
like unsubstantial character, as it is presumed they are, you may 
well conclude that they constitute no sufficient motive with the 
President to grant the indulgence you ask. | 

I am unwilling to believe that the grave charge, that you have 
experienced so long Sthe total want of support and sympathy on 
the part of the War Department," was thrown in as a provocative 
to ensure success to your application, and I certainly cannot con- 
cede that it rests on the slightest foundation of fact. In view of 
the vast diversity of human character, I ought not, perhaps, to be 
surprised at any extravagance of self-delusion; yet I should be so 
in this instance, if this is to be regarded as a well consider allega- 
tion, reflecting the settled convictions of your mind. That it indi- 
cated the true state of your feelings at the moment it was written, 
I will not question; but that it is at all just towards the War De- 
partment, I must most positively deny. It isan assertion unaccom- 
panied by facts to support it. It relates to a matter, in regard to 
which my information must be at least as full and accurate as your 
own, and I feel bound by the most solemn convictions of truth to 
say that you are mistaken in the entire length and breadth of the 
allegation. That you have been disappointed in some of the ar- 
rangements made here, as you have in some of your own which 
did not depend upon the action of the War Department, is un- 
doubtedly true; but such disappointments do not warrant or sus- 
tain the charge you have made—they do not even show that you 
have not had all the support from this department which was within 
its competence to give. The department cannot, by the mere fiat 
of its will, call into instant existence the meansit may require, and 
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place them where they are needed. Human agency cannot control 
the elements so as to make them subservient to its wishes, or to pre- 
vent them from sometimes frustrating its best concerted plans. In 
conducting a war, such as that in which we are now engaged, the 
scene of operations, as you well know, is of the widest range, the 
machinery necessarily of vast extent and complexity; the agencies 
exceedingly numerous and dispersed over vast regions. That all 
this complication of means and agencies should respond with 
promptness and punctuality, in every instance,to any directing will, 
cannot be reasonably expected; that one failure, whether by acci- 
dent, necessity or negligence, should involve others, is inevitable; 
‘and that unforeseen disappointments should occasionally happen in 
working out resultsPshould surprise no man who takes a sensible 
view of human affairs. That the War Department has not realized 
all that may have been expected in its arrangements, may be safely 
admitted, without laying itself open to the charge of having failed 
to act with energy and effect, or of having neglected any one of 
its essential duties; or to the still more unfounded and reckless 
charge of having failed to afford any support whatever to the gen- 
eral at the head of our armies in the field. The War Department, 
most deeply interested as it is in carrying the war to a successful 
issue, could have no motive—and,by any other than a mind strangely 
deluded, it could not be suspected of having any motive to do less 
than its utmost to insure triumph and glory to our arms; and 
to a charge of failure of duty in this respect, unaccompanied with 
any specification, it will only oppose, in its vindication on this oc- 
casion, its anxious, incessant, and strenuous efforts, zealously de- 
voted to the conduct of the war. Regarding the inducements you 
have assigned for begging to be recalled as deserving to have very 
little influeuce on the question, it will be decided by the President 
with exclusive reference to the public good. When that shall ren- 
der it proper, in his opinion, to withdraw you from your present 
cominand, his determination to do so will be made known to you. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Maj. Gen. WiwriELD Scorr, 
Commanding U. S. army, Mexico. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, July 19, 1817. 


Sır: In my letter to you of the 30th of April, it was remarked 
that“ the movements of General Taylor's column will depend, ina 
reat measure, upon the movements of the main column, under you. 
hether it will be advisable for him to employ his force to create 

a diversion, or to move forward in order to form a junction with 
you, or to hold his present line, or any other more eligible, are 
points on which the President desires your views; and it is deemed 
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important that he should be favored with them, at the earliest 
period, &c.? 

Unfortunately, the bearer of this despatch was murdered on his 
way to you, and it fell into the hands of the enemy. A duplicate 
was also sent a few days after its date, by mail, and another in 
June, by a messenger ; der there is reason to apprehend that it has 
not yet reached you. ! 

In the letters of General Taylor, of the 98th of May and 16th. 
of June, (copies of which are herewith transmitted,) he presents his. 
views as to operations on his line, and in the latter he advises, as 
you will perceive, that only a force sufficient to hold a defensive 
line should be retained with him, and all the remaining troops be 
thrown into your column. Asitis quite uncertain when your views . 
on the general conduct of the campaign, asked for in my letter 
of the 30th of April, will be received, and presuming that, on the 
pointreferred to by General Taylor, your opinion will be coincident 
to his, the President determined to act in this matter without de- 
lay. On the 15th instant, he directed General Taylor to hold such 
a line as he had indicated, and, retaining only such a force as he 
may deem adequate to maintain it safely, to send the remainder to 
you. I herewith send you a copy of that communication. Until 
the department has heard from him, it cannot form an estimate 
of what augmentation of your forces will be received from this 
quarter. 

Though every effort was made to send to you, at the earliest 
period, the recruits, new levies, and the volunteers, destined for 
your column, there was more delay in their arrival at Vera Cruz 
than could have been: reasonably anticipated. We have received 
reports of the arrival at Vera Cruz, since the 24th of May, of 4,603 
regular troops, (new levies and reorganized companies,) 300 marines, 
and two Pennsylvania companies of volunteers, 133 strong; which 
make an aggregate of over 5,000 men. The troops en route, (1,900,) 
but not reported, at the last dates from Vera Cruz, (June 25,) it is 
presumed, have nearly all arrived by this day. 

The difficulties to be encountered on the route into the interior, 
have rendered it necessary to detain the successive detachments at 
Vera Cruz, until concentrated in sufficient force to take up the line 
of march for your head-quarters. "These unavoidable delays, it is 
feared, may have reduced, by sickness, the efficient strength of the 
reinforcements ordered to the main army under your command. 

The breaking up of the post at Jalapa appears to have greatly 
increased the difficulties of our communication with the interior 
of the country, and it is hoped that you may find your force so 
much increased as to make it proper to re-establish it, or, at least 
to be held by some of the detachments, as they may arrive at that 
healthy city —the abandonment of which, indeed, would seem, from 
the tenor of your order, to be only temporary. I need not, I am 
sure, urge the advantages of having the line, from the coast to your 
column, kept open, and as free as possible from obstructions, for 
they must be quite obvious to you ; and as to your means of keep- 
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ing it open you can form a much better opinion than any one 
here. 

Directions from here will be given for the detachments arriving 
at Vera Cruz to proceed to Jalapa, and there await your orders, 
if deemed safe to do so, unless they shall receive instructions from 
you of a character conflicting or incompatible with such direc- 
tions. 

Efforts are making to raise several mounted companies of ac- 
climated men, at New Orleans and in that region, principally for 
the purpose of hav:ng them employed at Vera Cruz to protect the 
public property at that place, and to defend it, and to clear the 
route into the interior of the guerillas who infest and obstruct it. 

As it does not appear that a duplicate of my letter, of the 14th 
ultimo, was transmitted to you, one is herewith enclosed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
| Secretary of War. 
Major General WINFIELD SCOTT, 
Commanding U. S. army, Mexico. 


P. S. I also enclose herewith a duplicate of my letter of the 12th 
instant. | 


` 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Alugust 6, 1817. 


SIR: I herewith send you a copy of a letter, addressed, on the 3d 
instant, to the Secretary of the Treasury, by A. Belmont, esq., the 
agent of N. M. Rothschild & Sons, London, proposing to furnish 
funds for the dse of the army in Mexico. The terms have been ac- 
cepted by the Secretary, and the arrangements made for the pay- 
ment of it to Captain Irwin, assistant quartermaster, or such pay- 
master or other quartermaster as you may name for that purpose. 
I also send you a copy of my letter, of this date, to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, on the same subject. When the money is received, 
whether by a paymaster or an assistant quartermaster, it will not 
be for the exclusive use of the department to which the receiving 
officer may belong, but be applied as the exigencies of the service 
may require. i 

It is understood that this arrangement will not interfere with the 
use of the drafts in the manner now in practice. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

| W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Major General W. Scorr, &c., &c. 
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Wan DEPARTMENT, 
September 1, 1847. 


Sin: In the temporary absénce of the Secretary of War, caused 
by sickness, the President has requested me to take charge of this 
department. 

The last communication from you received here is dated at Pu- 
ebla, on the 4th of June. No doubt is entertained that the difficul- 
ties of communication with Vera Cruz have produced this long 
interruption in your correspondence with the department. 

From information which has reached us, it is supposed that you 
commenced your forward movement on the city of Mexico on the 
th, and itis confidently believed that you are now in possession of 
the enemy's capital. 

The obstinate persistance of the Mexicans in refusing to treat, 
their utter disregard of the rules of civilized warfare, and the large 
expenditures which we are compelled to make, has impressed on the 
President the firm conviction that those rights of exacting contri- 
bution from the enemy, which are conferred on a belligerent by the 
acknowledged law of nations, should be exercised. Your remarks 
in your dispatch, No. 28, dated at Jalapa, May 20th, 1847, have 
been carefully observed. Your circumstances are since materially 
changed; and if, as we doubt not, you have triumphantly entered 
the city of Mexico, *he President directs me again to call your at- 
tention to the despatch of this department of the 3d of April last, 
a copy of which is here enclosed. The property holders of Mex- 
ico have no claim to find in the market afforded by sales to our 
army, an actual pecuniary benefit resulting from the war. They 
must be made to feel its evils, and it is earnestly hoped and ex- 
pected that you will not find, in your present circumstances, a ne- 
cessity to adhere to your opinion, expressed in your despatch re- 
ferred to, that a resort to forced contributions will exasperate and 
ruin the inhabitants, and starve the army. Contributions may be 
exacted from cities, or States, or wealthy individuals, and payment 
made for provisions and other supplies brought tothe camp; or col- 
lected in kind. It is not improbable that men of wealth and means 
may profess to bclong, mainly, to the peace party; and it may be 
apprehended that they will be driven from their pacific position by 
coercive proceedings. But, however such an effect may be appre- 
hended, it is more probable that their exertions to promote a ter- 
mination of the war will be made more serious and efficient. when 
they feel the oppressive evils of the state of war. Judging from 
the crueltics and attrocities which are reported, in different parts 
of Mexico, to have been inflicted by the Mexicans, whenever an 
opportunity presents itself, on a single soldier, or a weaker party, 
there is no hope of their reciprocating kind, generous, or humane 
exercise of the rights of war on our part; and, without retaliating 
such disgraceful atrocities in kind, every dictate of duty to our- 
selves requires tliat we shall not abstain from the exercise of our 
right of exaction from the enemy. The mode and extent of exer- 
cising this right is, and must be, left to your discretion; but it is 
earnestly hoped that you will put the system into operation, to 
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the utmost practicable extent. The safety and subsistence of the 
troops under your command will, of course, not be placed in jeop- 
ardy by the desire to enforce this system, if you find that in its ex- 
ercise such a result will follow. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN Y. MASON, 
; Acting Secretary of War. 
Major General WiwriELD Scorr, 
Commanding U. S. army, Mexico. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 93, 1847. 


Sır: The Rev. L. S. Allen, who was appointed chaplain to one 
of the regiments of Louisiana that was disbanded, afterwards went 
to the army under General Taylor, and remained there some time. 
He has testimonials of the highest character, from citizens, as well 
as the officers of General Taylor's army, including the general 
himself. He officiated as chaplain while with the army of occu- 
pation, and, as it appears, very much to the satisfaction of the ofh- 
cers and soldiers. — He is desirous to be connected with the army 
in that capacity, and proposes to go to your head-quarters, in the 
hopes that he may be favored with an appointment of chaplain to 
some one of the brigades of the army, pursuant to the provisions 
of the 7th section of the act of the 15th of February last. 

I have no doubt of his befitting qualifications, and that his mo- 
tives in desiring such a situation are entirely praiseworthy. 

I take the liberty to recommend him to your favorable notice. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


W. L. MARCY. 


Major General WiNFIELD Scorr, 
General, &c. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, October 6, 1847. 


Sır : No official despatch has been received from you at this 
department of a later date than that of the 4th of June, though we 
are not without authentic information of your operations to the 
20th of August, and of the signal victories obtained by you and 
Sé gallant army under your command, on that and the preceding 

ay. 

Accounts, upon which reliance is placed, have recently reached 
us, that the „5 for peace have terminated unsuccessfully, 
and that hostilities recommenced on the 8th or 9th ultimo. We 
have also the „ that you have succeeded in 
capturing the city of Mexico, and are waiting with deep anxiety 
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for the particulars of your operations up to, and including, that 
important event. 

The terms insisted on by Mexico, on which only she will consent 
to conclude a peace, (which also have been received here,) are so 
extravagant and inadmissible, that there is no alternative left but to 
prosecute the war. 

It is quite evident that the authorities of Mexico would not 
present and insist upon, as a basis for a peace, terms which could 
not be entertained for a moment by us without national dishonor, 
were they not encouraged to continue the war by that portion of 
the population, as well as others, upon which the burdens of the 
war ought to fall, and upon which, in the further prosecution of it, 
they must be made to fall, as the only means now left of bringing 
it to a close. We have hitherto been far more forbearing than is 
customary in exercising the extreme, and even some of the ordinary, 
rights of belligerents; it is now evident that our leniency has not 
been appreciated nor reciprocated, but, on the contrary, has been 
repaid with bad faith and barbarity, and is only met by a blind 
obstinacy and a reckless determination to prolong the conflict. 

However unwilling we may be to modify our humane policy, a 
change now seems to be required even by the considerations of 
humanity. We must take the best measures, within the clearly 
admitted course of civilized warfare, to beget a disposition in the 
people of Mexico to come to an adjustment upon fair and honor- 
able terms. It should be borne in mind, that the people of 
Mexico, indulging, as it is evident they do, the most hostile feel- 
ings, are not less parties to the war than the Mexican army, and, 
8s a means of peace, they must be made to feel its evils. 

The guerrilla system, which has been resorted to, is hardly re- 
cognized as a legitimate mode of warfare, and should be met with 
the utmost allowable severity. Not only those embodied for the 
purpose of carrying out that system, but those who, at any time, 
have been engaged in it, or who have sustained, sheltered, and 
protected them, are much less entitled to favorable consideration 
than the soldiers in the ranks of the regular Mexican army. They 
should be seized and held as prisoners of war, and sent to the 
United States, if it is not convenient to hold them. Their haunts 
and places of rendezvous should be broken up and destroyed. 
Those implicated in the murder of non-combatants, or in robbery 
and plunder, should be subjected to a severer treatment. Inde- 
pendent of restraints, &c., upon their persons, all their property 
and effects within our reach should be unhesitatingly seized and 
devoted to public use. In relation to other prisoners and officers, 
I refer you to my despatch of May 31. I herewith send you an 
extract from it relating to that subject. I 

Permit me to invite your attention to the despatch from this 
department, of the 1st ultimo, (a copy of which is herewith sent;) 
and urge the suggestions therein contained upon your particular 
. Consideration. The burden of sustaining our forces in Mexico 
must be thrown, to the utmost extent, upon the people of that 
country, its resources should be resorted to in every manner con- 


198 Ex. Doc. No. 56. 


sistent with the usages of civilized war for that purpose, and it is 
hoped that your situation is such as will warrant you in making 
this resor!, at least, to the extent required for the support of our 
army. The men of means who have willingly contributed aid to 
support the Mexican army should be forced to contribute to the 
support of ours. 

Without a particular knowledge of your situation, of the avail- 
able force you now have at your command, or of the resistance 
the enemy are still capable of making, nothing more than sugges- 
tions, in regard to your future proceedings, will be submitted for 
your consideration. I need not urge upon you the adoption of all 
measures: necessary for holding the city of Mexico and the princi- 
pal places between that city and Vera Cruz. To open and keep 
open the way between these two cities, would seem to be required 
for holding securely what is already conquered, and for future 
operations. For this purpose, a considerable increase of your 
force, it is presumed, will be indispensable. Additionai troops are 
now on the way to join your column. A force of about 3,000 men, 
besides Colonel Hays! mounted volunteers, has been sent from 
General Taylor’s command, and we are advised that about 1,800 
of these are now en route between Vera Cruz and your head- 
quarters, (if they have not already reached there,) under the com- 
mand of Brigadier General Lane. A large number, under General 
Cushing, will soon follow. One new regiment of Ohio volunteers 
is now en route, and five more are nearly organized, and will be 
sent forthwith to Vera Cruz, with orders to join you. There is 
also a considerable volunteer force, which was called out many 
months since, and had been slow in organizing, now on its way to 
your column. The adjutant general's estimate, herewith, of the 
total number of these troops and other detachments, makes the 
aggregate force en route, under orders, and being mustered into. 
service, about 15,000, since General Pierce's advance from Vera 
Cruz on the 14th July. How far this amount of force will be 
reduced by casualities, before it reaches you, cannot be estimated. 
With this augmentation of strength, it is to be hoped that you will 
be able to accomplish, not only the objects before indicated, 
(should you deem them preferable to others,) but to carry on fur- 
ther aggressive operations, to achieve new conquests, to disperse 
the remaining army of the enemy in your vicinity, and prevent 
the organization of another. Left, as you are, to your own judg- 
ment as to your military operations, the fullest confidence is en- 
tertained that you will conduct them in the most effective way to 
bring about the main and ultimate object of the war; namely, to 
induce the rulers and people of Mexico to desire and consent to 
such terms of peace as we have a rightto ask and expect.. 

The views of the government, in relation topropositions and nc- 
gotiations for concluding a peace, are disclosed in a despatch from 
the Department of State to Mr. Trist, a copy of which accompa- 
nies this communication. By it, you will perceive that he is re- 
called. You will embrace a proper occasion to notify the Mexican 
authorities of this fact. 
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Should they offer, through you, terms of accommodation, or pro- 
pose to enter on negotiations, the President directs that such 
propositions be forwarded without delay to him, but it is not ex- 
pected that your movements or measures, for carrying on hos- 
tilities, will be thereby relaxed, or in anywise changed. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Major General WixriELD Scorr, 
Commanding U. S. Army, Mexico. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, October 22, 1847. 


SIR: I herewith send to you a translation of documents received 
from the minister of Spain, at the State Department, complaining 
of an alleged outrage upon a Spanish subject, Don José Villa Verde, 
at or near Santa Fe, in the vicinity of Vera Cruz. You will per- 
ceive, by the letters of Colonel Wilson, that he has given tothe 
Spanish consul at Vera Cruz all the information he has been able 
to ascertain, and suggests that further explanation of the transac- 
tion referred to in the correspondence must be obtained from Cap- 
tain Wheat, (who is probably now with you,) by whose men the 
acts complained of may have been committed. | 

As the matter is laid before the government here, by the minis- 
ter of Spain, it is desired that it should have the means of making 
a proper explanation, and, if the character of the transaction is such 
as requires redress, of determining what redressis called for. With 
a view to obtain the needful information on the subject for these 
purposes, these documents are forwarded to you. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 


Major General WIxTIEID Scorr, 
Commanding U. S. Army, Mexico. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, October 22, 1847. 


SIR: I regret to inform you that no official despatch has been re- 
ceived from you at this department since that dated the fourth of 
June. Though we have information of your brilliant successes since 
you left Puebla, it is not of an official character. Letters of a date 
as late as the 28th of September, written from the city of Mexico 
by persons in, or connected with the army, have been recefVed 

ere. | 

I need not express to you the deep anxiety which is felt for your 
official despatches, and the importance of having them before the 
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meeting of Congress, which will take place in about forty-five days. 
Aware of the dificulties which attend the transmission of them to 
Vera Cruz, or any point on the gulf coast, it is natural to conclude 
that those hitherto sent have been intercepted by the enemy. 

It is the President's desire that you should resort to every prac- 
ticable means and ways of sending them forward at the earliest 
period. Those heretofore transmitted have, doubtless, miscarried; 
it will therefore be important that duplicates of them should be 
sent. 

It is hoped that the government may be so fortunate as to receive 
authentic information of your operations and of your situation, as 
well as that of the enemy, before the assembling of Congress. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
| W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 

Major General W. Scorr, | 

Commanding U. S. Army in Mexico. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, October 24, 1847. 


Sin: I again address you, to multiply the chances that some of 
my letters may be received, on the subject of forwarding despatches 
to this department in time to be received before the meeting of 
Congress. The information we may receive, and the views you 
may present, may have an important bearing on the future course 
to be adopted in prosecuting the war, and as to the measures to be 
taken thereon. |i therefore, again to request that you will 
resort to all means and ways, deemed practicable, to communicate 
with your government, at the earliest period. I repeat that we have 
had no official communication: from you since that of the 4th of 
June last. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 


Major General WIxTIELD Scorr, 
Commanding U. S. Army, Mexico. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, October 26, 1847. 


Sin: I enclose, herewith, a copy of a letter from the Secretary 
of State, communicating a complaint preferred by Serment, Fort & 
Co., through the French minister here, that General Worth has 
seized at Puebla, and sold as Mexican public property, certain 
tobacco belonging to them. There is no evidence submitted as to 
the truth of the allegations, though the complainants promise to 
forward authentic documents at an early day, but I send you the 
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enclosed papers, in order that you may have advantage of early no- 
tice, and be enabled to collect information on the subject, while 
the transaction is yet of a comparatively recent date. With regard 
to the merits of the case, I will only now remark, thatif the tobacco 
was in good faith assigned to Messrs. Serment, Fort & Co., in dis- 
charge of their debt, by the government of Mexico, it would seem 
that they will be entitled to indemnification; but if there was any 
collusion between the parties to save, in this manner, public 
property of Mexico, which was about to fall into the hands of our 
victorious forces, the justice of the claim will be very questionable. 
Your inquiries might be directed to this point. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 

Major General WIxTIED Scott, | 

Commanding U. S. Army in Mexico. 


No. 30. 


[Received December 30, 1848.] 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Puebla, July 25, 1847. 


Sır: My last report was dated the 4th ultimo, from this place, 
enclosing a copy of my instructions (June 3) to Colonel Childs, 
ordering up the garrison of Jala-a, and a copy of a letter from me 
to Mr. Trist, of May 29. | 

Although daily in expectation of something of special interest to 
communicate, nothing has occurred of that character, save a happy 
change in my relations, both official and private, with Mr. Trist. 
Since about the 26th ultimo, our intercourse has been frequent and 
cordial, and I have found him able, discreet, courteous, and 
amiable. At home it so chanced that we had but the slightest 
possible acquaintance with each other. Hence more or less of re- 
ciprocal.prejudice; and of the existence of his feelings towards me, 
i knew (by private letters) before we met, that, at least, a part of 
the cabinet had a full intimation. 

Still the pronounced misunderstanding between Mr. Trist and 
myself could not have occurred, but for other circumstances: 
1. His being obliged to send forward your letter of April 14, in- 
stead of delivering it in person, with the explanatory papers which 
he desired to communicate; 2. His bad health in May and June, 
which I am ‘happy to say, has now become good; and 3. The ex- 
treme mystification into which your letter, and particularly an in- 
terlineation, unavoidably threw me. | 

'So far as I am concerned, I am perfectly willing that all I have 
heretofore written to the department about Mr. Trist should be 
suppressed. I make this declaration, as due to my present esteem 
for that gentleman; but ask no favor, and desire none, at the hands 
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of the department. Justice to myself, however tardy, I shall take 
care to have done. 

Since my acknowledgment of May 7, (report No. 27,) I have had 
but two letters from you, dated, respectively, April 30, and May 
31, received here in the order of their date, June 6, and July 7. 
The duplicate of the former, borne by a special messenger from 
Washington, had been previously, by his imprudence, captured be- 
low Cerro Gordo, and published, with other letters found on his 
person, in the papers of the Mexican government. 

I do not acknowledge the justice of either of your rebukes con- 
tained in the letter of ‘May 31; and that I do not here triumphantly 
vindicate myself, is not from the want of will, means, or ability, 
but time. | 

The first letter (dated February 22) received from you, at Vera 
Cruz, contained à censure, and I am now rebuked for the unavoid- 
able—nay, wise, if it had not been unavoidable—release, on parole, 
of the prisoners taken at Cerro Gordo—even before one word of 
commendation, from government, has reached this army on account 
of its gallant conduct in the capture of those prisoners. So, in 
regular progression, I may—should the same army gallantly bear 
me into the city of Mexico, in the next seven or eight weeks, 
which is probable, if we are not arrested by a peace or a truce— 
look to be dismissed from the service of my country! You will 
perceive that I am aware (as I have long been) of the dangers 
which hang over me at home; but T, too, am a citizen of the United 
States, and well know the obligations imposed, under all circum- 
stances, by an enlightened patriotism. 

Having, June 3, lost all hope of being joined by other troops 
than the nine hundred and odd men, belonging to the old regiments 
of this army, and of whose approach I had had notice from the ad- 
jutant general, I ordered up Colonel Childs with the garrison 
from Jalapa; but instructed him to wait for that body, and any 
other (I was thinking only of some other party of recruits) he 
might chance to hear of. He waited, first, for Colonel McIntosh; 
next, for Brigadier General Cadwalader, who, in turn, heard of, 
and waited for, Major General Pillow. The latter arrived here, 
with all those detachments, the 8th instant. But in the mean 
time I had heard that Brigadier General Pierce had reached Vera 
Cruz on the 28th of June, and was to take up his line of march, at 
the latest, the 3d instant. Consequently l expected him here, 
with much confidence, by the 17th; but the day before I learned, 
with great dis&ppointment, that the want of transportation, and an 
accident, would detain him at Vera Cruz till the 16th. Of course, 
I cannot now look for him before the end of this month. I shall 
be obliged to wait his certain and near approach: 1. Because we 
need the strong reinforcement he will bring up;and2. The money, 
supposed to.be with him, is indispensable. 

In respect to money, I beg again to report that the chief com- 
missary (Captain Grayson) of this army has not received a dollar 
from the United States, since we landed at Vera Cruz, March 9. 
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He now owes more than $200,000, and is obliged tó purchase, on 
credit, at great disadvantages. The chief quartermaster (Captain 
Irwin) has received, perhaps, $60,000, and labors under like in- 
cumbrances. Both have sold drafts, to small amounts, and bor- 
rowed largely of the pay department, which has received about half 
the money estimated for. Consequently, the troops have some four 
months! pay due them. Our poverty, or the neglect of the dis- 
bursing departments at home, has been made known, to our shame, 
in the papers of the capital here, through a letter from Lieutenant 
Colonel Hunt, that was found on the person of the special messen- 
ger from Washington. 

The army is also suffering greatly from the want of necessary 
clothing, including blankets and great coats. The new troops, 
(those who have last arrived,) as destitute as the others, were first 
told that they would find abundant supplies at New Orleans; next, 
at Vera Cruz, and, finally, here; whereas we now have, perhaps, a 
thousand hands engaged in making shoes, and (out of bad materials 
and at high cost,) pantaloons. These articles, about 3,000 pairs of 
each, are absolutely necessary to cover the nakedness of the 
troops. I 

February 28th, off Lobos, I wrote to Brigadier General Brooke, 
to direct the quartermaster at New Orleans to send me large sup- 
plies of clothing. March 16-23, General Brooke replied, that the 
quartermaster at New Orleans, had “ neither clothing nor shoes,“ 
and that he was “ fearful that, unless they have been sent out to 
you direct, you will be much disappointed.” 

Some small quantity of clothing, perhaps one-fifth of our wants, 
came to Vera Cruz from some quarter, and followed us to Jalapa 
and this place. 

May 30, the number of sick, here, was 1,017; of effectives, 5,820. 
Since the arrival of Major General Pillow, we have effectives (rank 
and file) 8,061; sick, 2,215, besides 87 officers under the latter 
head. The arrival of Brigadier General Pierce may add about 25 
per cent. to our effective strength, and I hope to advance, after 
leaving a competent garrison here, at the head of 9,500 men. The 
enemy in the capital may amount to some thirty-odd thousand, in- 
cluding good, bad, and indifferent. The health of our troops has 
been improving since the 20th instant. 

I have been obliged to detain Major General Quitman here, in 
the command of the volunteer division, not only on account of his 
very valuable services with that corps, but because I cannot send 
him in safety and with honor, either direct to Saltillo, or via Vera 
Cruz, without a heavy detachment of troops—which would be, of 
itself, quite a military operation. Brigadier General Shields com- 
mands a brigade in that division. 

I have large masses of papers, some of them of considerable 
interest, to forward; but the messenger about to depart can only 
take two or three letters in a small compass. Mr. Trist writes by 
him, and to his report I beg to refer, for his prospects of opening 
negotiations. | 
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I have no news from Major Genéral Taylor later than May 23, . 
and none of the approach of additional troops. 
I have the honor to remain, with high respect, sir, your most 
obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Hon. W. L. Marcy, | 
Secretary of War. 


(Endorsement.) 


[Placed, sealed, in the hands of Mr. Trist, the night of its date, 
to go by a private express, frequently before employed by him, 
(Mr. T.)—the express rider never before, as far as was known, 
baving failed to deliver letters as he was directed. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Mexico, November, 1847. ] 


SA — 

GN Se D š 

ei, nl War DEPARTMENT, 
Ye ge Washington, November 8, 1847. 


Sır: I herewith send you a copy of an order of the President, 
modifying the existing rates of contribution on imports into Mexi- 
can ports in our military possession’ The modifications will be at 
once adopted and carried into effect at each port, on the receipt of 
a copy of said order. ! e 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 


Major General WIXTIELD Scorr, 
Commanding United States army, Mexico. 


P. S. A copy of the foregoing letter and documents has been 
sent to the commanding officers at Vera Cruz, Tampico, and Mata- 
moras, with directions to have the modifications immediately car- 
ried into effect. 


War DEPARTMENT; 
JVovember 19, 1847. 


Sır: Your official despatches, Nos. 31, 32, 33, and 34, communi- 
cating the various and brilliant successes of the heroic army under 
your command, after its advance from Puebla until its victorious 
entry into the city of Mexico, were received here on the 12th in- 
stant. 

The signal ability by which the successive operations have been 
directed by yourself, and executed by the officers of every grade, 
and the whole army under your command, has received, not only 
the entire approval, but the highest commendation of the President. 
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These wonderful achievements are the theme of praise and admira- 
tion throughout the nation, and have called forth intense feelings 
of gratitude to the gallant officers and brave men by whom they 
have been performed. | i 

The President will embrace the occasion of the approaching 
meeting of Congress to express to that body and the nation his 
` high appreciation of their distinguished services to the country. 

he duplicate of your letter of the 27th ultimo, No. 35, has also 

been received, but without the papers therein referred to. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vant, 

W. L. MARCY, 


Secretary of War. 
Major General WisrrELD Scott, 


Commanding U. S. grmy, city of Mexico. 


* 


( The following correspondence accompanied the accounts of the battles of Mexico, heretofore 
published.] 


HEA D- QUARTERS OF THE ARMy, 
Mexico, October 2, 1847 


Major General Scott, with his compliments, invites Major Gen- 
eral Pillow’s attention to several passages in the official reports of 
the latter, dated, respectively, August 24th and September 18th, 
which seem to require correction. 

In the former paper, pp. 2 and 3, General P. makes General S. 
come on the field with Brigadier General Shields, after General 
Pillow had ordered Colonel Morgan and the 15th infantry to sup- 
port Brigadier General Cadwalader, at the village of Contreras or 
San Geronimo. 

Ought not General P. to interline, or to add, that that order was 
given at the instance of General S. 1 

General S. also hopes that General P. will, on reflection, be kind 
enough to strike out of the same paper the commendation, at once 
handsome and grateful, which General P., at page 17, was pleased 
to bestow on General S.; Ist, because it appears in an official pa- 
per from a junior to a senior, which makes it impossible for the 
senior to forward it; and 2d, because, if the right of a junior to 
praise be admitted, it would carry with it the correlative right of 
the junior to censure the senior under the same connexion, which 
would be against all discipline. 

Those corrections it has been the intention of General S., from 
the first, to invite General P. to make; but the hurry of events has 
heretofore prevented. 

General S. forwarded, early in September, his reports of the 
operations of August 19th and 20th; but not the reports to him of 
the commanders of corps, because the messenger could only take 
about his person packages of small size, capable of concealment. 
It is fortunate that the reports of divisions did not go by that mes- 
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senger, as it is now fully believed that he was cut off by the 
enemy. 

In a day or two, however, General S. hopes to find an opportu- 
nity of sending off to Vera Cruz, or Tampico, not only his own re- 
ports of the operations of August 19th and 20th, September 8th, 
12th, 13th, and 14th, but also those from divisions and brigades, 
and hence he proceeds, as intimated above, to notice what he con- 
ceives to be errors in General P.’s report of September 15th, under 
consideration, yesterday, for the first time by General S. 

At page 4, General P. says: ** All being now ready and eager for 
the conflict, I ordered all the batteriessilenced and the command to 
advance.? 

If General P. here means that he silenced the batteries of his 
own division, it is well; but then he ought to qualify the sentence 
accordingly, for there were others the heavy batteries, Nos. 1, 2, 
3, and 4, not under General P.s command, and the cessation of 
whose fire in the morning of the 13th, as ordered the night before 
by General S., Major Generals Pillow’ and Quitman were to con- 
sider as the signal for the joint attack, and those batteries General 
S. ordered, about 8 o'clock in the morning of the 13th, to cease 
firing, as such signal, and at the same time gave notice thereof, 
through aides-de-camp, to Generals P. and Q. 

At page 15, same report, General P. says:“ Having carried 
Chapultepec, and being unable to proceed with my command, I or- 
dered it forward under Generals Quitman and Worth,“ &c., Ee, 

General S. apprehends that there are several errors in this pas- 
sage; Ist, he thinks, from what he personally saw, that General 
P.j after receiving an agonizing wound, in the able and heroic dis- 
charge of his duty, was not in a condition, unfortunately, to com- 
mand; and 2d, General S. knows that he. himself, gave reiterated 
orders for Clarke’s, first, and then Cadwalader’s brigade to support 
Worth, and then, that Pierce’s brigade should support Quitman; 
besides specially designating Lieutenant Colonel Howard, with 
part of the 15th infantry, as the garrison of Chapultepec. 

General S. is sorry to perceive,in General P.'s report of Septem- 
ber 18th, a seeming effort, no doubt unintentional, to leave Gener- 
al S. entirely out of the operations of September 13th. 

There are other inaccuracies in the two papers in question, which 
have, or may be, silently corrected in General S.’s general reports. 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 
To Major General Pirrow. 


Mexico, October 3, 1847. 


My pear GENERAL: You have done me an act of kindness in 
calling my attention to certain pertions of my report deemed inac- 
curate. 

Yon have been my friend, you have given me your confidence, 
and have placed me in positions of great responsibility; and I 
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trust I have sustained the honor and interests of my country, and 
justified your selection. | 

For your uniform kindness and friendship I shall ever feel, and, 
I trust, manifest a proper sense of gratitude. 

For the opinion I entertain of the merits due to you, and of your 
talents as a military chieftain, and for my disposition to do you 
justice; I cannot but refer you to the opinion so fully expressed, 
under my oin proper signature, in my report of the 24th of Au- 
gust, which you, from motives of delicacy, desire me to strike out. 

I trust you will look to it for the purpose of vindicating my 
motives against the thought expressed in the last paragraph but one, 
of your note of yesterday. 

Feeling towards [you] as I did, in that report, it would be ex- 
traor'inary indeed if I were, afterwards, without any motive 
other than that created by being placed under additional obliga- 
tions of kindness, I were, unintentionally, to produce the impres- 
sion which, to you, appears in my report of the 13th ultimo. 

I should despise myself if I were capable of cherishing such pur- 

ose. 

Whilst I have no hesitation in correcting any thing in my report 
deemed erroneous, still, I trust, as a personal explanation of some 
portions deemed erroneous 1s due to myself, I hope you will favor 
me with a few minutes’ call, as I am unable to call upon you. I 
should be glad to see you in relation to another subject also. 

Be good enough to have my reports handed to Captain Hooker; 
I will return them to-day. I would thank you to indicate to me 
the other inaccuracies. 

Very truly, &c., | 
GID. J. PILLOW. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Mexico, October 3, 1847 


Sin: On your back, as you still are, with a painful wound, I 
yesterday very reluctantly troubled you with the note of that 
date, but was obliged to do so before finishing my report of the re- 
cent glorious operations, in which you had a full and most distin- 
guished participation. I was then at a stand still, waiting for Ma- 
jor General Quitman’s report that has, at length, been received. I 
am accordingly laboring to finish my despatch to-day, or, at the 
latest, to-morrow. But, in the mean time, here is a report, believed 
by almost every body, that General Taylor is advancing upon San 
Luis de Potosi and this place, and I must write at once to him, leaving 
a wide margin of discretion, to halt at San Luis; but if forced to ad- 
vance, by the want of money and supplies, to leave Queretaro on 
his right, so as not to disperse the slight elements of peace about 
to be brought together at that point. I mention this for your in- 
formation, and to show you, also, how I am occupied and fatigued. 

You request me to point out any inaccuracies in your report, not 
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before specifically stated, and to which I alluded in my note of 
yesterday. 

In your paper of August 24, towards the close, you say that you 
proposed the joint attack on San Antonio, in front and rear, and 
sent to me a message advising thatattack; probably through Lieuten- 
ant Ripley, your aid-de-camp. I remember to have met Mr. Rip- 
ley, the morning of the 20th, (August,) but before meeting him I 
had sent back General Worth with one of his brigades, then near- 
ly up with the mound we had observed the operations from, the 
evening of the 19th, with instructions as soon as he (Worth) should 
see our troops approaching San Antonio by the rear, to attack that 
place in front, and, at the same time, to turn it by its right. Hence 
the instructions I. gave you at Coyoacan, the 20th, after previously 
sending Captain Lee, engineer, supported by a squadron of horse 
and the rifle regiment, to give the concerted signal to Worth of the 
approach upon the rear of San Antonia. "That part of your report, 
therefore, is unjust to me, and seems, without intending it, I am 
sure, to make you control the operations of the whole army, in- 
cluding my own views and acts. 

I think you also in error in statiug that the troops at Contreras, 
in the morning of the 20th, executed the precise plans and views 
laid down, by you, for their government the evening before. 

In haste, permit me to repeat, once more, that I have, from my 
first meeting with you, been anxious, from a high opinion of your 
head and heart; your intelligence, honor, zeal, and valor; to win 
your esteem and confidence, on any terms consistent with justice 
and honor, in which sentiments, 

I remain, truly, yours, 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 


[ Private.) 


Mexico, October 3, 1847. 


My pear GENERAL: I desired much to have seen you in person, 
to have explained what I must attempt to do by-this note. My 
order to Colonel Morgan to support General Cadwalader at Con- 
treras, was borne and delivered to that officer by Captain Hooker, 
who returned to my position on the hill, and was then by me sent 
to receive and conduct you to my position, as the one most favor- 
able for observing the movements of the contending armies. When 
you came up, that regiment had commenced the movement, and 
had nearly reached the corner of the field, while the rear had 
scarcely got in motion. On your arrival you asked me what corps 
it was. I replied, and told you my order in regard to it, and asked 
you if it was proper. You replied, it was. In this recollection of 
mine, I am fully and clearly sustained by Captain Hooker, whose 
recollection I have consulted, without giving him any reasons for 
so doing. 

The officer by whom my request for your authortty to proceed 


Ex. Doc. No. 56. 209 


round the valley and strike San Antonio in rear was sent, was 
Lieutenant Davis. I received for answer your approval of the 
suggestion at San Angel, and halted the command at Cuyoacan un- 
der orders delivered to me by Mr. Lay. I now learn from your 
note that you had made the order prior to my application, and have 
accordingly so stated in my report. 

The order to my command to advance after the fall of Chapulte- 
pec, was given before you arrived at that place, and was given 
upon the specia] application of General Quitman in person, and 

r. Ripley was engaged in endeavoring to carry it into effect when 
you reached the hill, and a portion of my command had actually 
left the place before your arrival. I know I was unable to pro- 
ceed with my command, but as I had not surrendered it, I thought 
I had a right, and accordingly had ordered it forward. I am aware 
that after your arrival you did repeatedly order the troops then 
there to move forward. I had given no orders to Colonel Clarke's 
brigade, for the reason that as they were only sent forward as a re- 
serve in the assault upon Chapultepec, I did not conceive myself 
authorised to give that command any orders after the fall of that 
place. lam aware that you gave the order to the 15th infantry to 
garrison Chapultepec. This explanation of facts I deem due to 
myself, and to your opinion of my motives; and as I could not 
make it to your personally, (as I was anxious to do,) I now here 
state it. I have altered my report, however, in all the particulars 
suggested by you, except the last. I have done so in deference to 
your understanding of the facts, as I could well conceive their 
bearing might be misapprehended by the public, and the changes 
suggested, if not made, might tend in some degree to withhold 
from you the measure of justice and merit to which I am fully per- 
suaded you are justly entitled in all these most brilliant operations. 
I have not changed the report in the last particular indicated in 
your second note, and I do not see that that statement in my re- 
port can, in any possible degree, affect you; and knowing that the 
movement of the next morning did carry out my original orders to 
General Twiggs, and as it would place me in the awkward position 
of having gone into battle without any order of battle, or the forces 
in the position of having disregarded my orders, I ask your indul- 
gence In permitting my report so stand unaltered as to that state- 
ment. I freely confess myself indebted to your kindness for what- 
ever reputation I may have acquired in this valley, and I therefore 
feel it my duty unhesitatingly to watve my recollections of the facts 
in deference to yours and to your kindness to me. So far from 
feeling any wish in my heart to withhold one particle of merit from 
him who deserves so much of gratitude at my hands, and of honor 
from his country, it seems that, in my eagerness to testify to the 
world my sense of what was due you, that I committed, in my first 
report, an impropriety. 

I thank you, general, for the kind and flattering terms in which 
you have been pleased in your note to speak of my conduct. To 
serve my country with fidelity has been my earnest desire and 
constant effort. In doing so,to know that my conduct has received 

14 
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the approval of my chief, is next in degree to the satisfaction of 
having done my duty to my countiy. f 

Permit me here to reciprocate the kind feelings and the friend- 
ship which you have expressed towards myself, with the assurance 
that in my friendships I am as steadfast as ardent. g 


Very truly, &c., 
| GID. J. PILLOW. 


P. S. I omitted to explain my statement relating to the order to 
the batteries. I recollect distinctly that the heavy batteries being 
silenced by your order, was the signal for the movement of myself 
and General Quitman. Some fifteen minufes before I ordered my 
command to advance, General Quitman had sent me word by Gen- 
eral Shields’s aid-de-camp, Mr. Davis, that he was ready to move. 
I was not quite ready. I made all my dispositions, and the heavy 
batteries were still firing. The hour, 8 o'clock, had arrived, and 
as I concluded there was some misapprehension of your orderas to 
the signal, and as both commands were ready for the movement, I 
sent over Lieutenant Beauregard to order the batteries to cease 
firing. In doing so, I did not dream of interfering with those bat- 
teries, but thought myself carrying into effect your own wishes and 
orders of the previous night. But in my report I felt it my duty 
to conceal nothing from you, and I therefore made the statement of 
what I had done. 

All this I would have said in my report, but for my wish to con- 
dense my report as much as possible. I have qualified my report, 
however, confining my statement to my own batteries, &c. 


Truly, &c., 
G. J. P. 


. HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ÁRMY, 
Mexico, October 4, 1847. 


Sin: ] have just received your second note, dated (probably by 
mistake) yesterday, on the subject of your two reports respecting 
' the operations of the forces under your immediate command on the 
. 19th and 20th of August, and the 12th and 13th of September. 

The discrepancies between your memory and mine, respecting 
those operations, are so many and so material, that I regret that 
you have made any alteration in either report at my suggestion. 
Having, however, made several more, it would seem, to oblige me 
than'from any conviction on your part of error in the reports, I 
shall, as soon as I can, forward them to the War Department, with 
my two notes to you and your two in reply; and here, I suppose, 
all further correspondence between us on the subject ought to 
cease. 

I have the honor to remain, &c., 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

To Major General PirLow. 
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[Papers forwarded by Major General Scott, October 27, 1847.] 


HEAD-QUARTERS, VOLUNTEER BRIGADE, š 
Puebla, .May 29, 1847. 


Sır: I this morning received orders from general head-quarters, 
establishing orderly hours, and thus announcing to me officially 
the presence and command of the general-in-chief. 

Since the receipt of these orders I have been informed that the 
regiments, heretofore under my command, have received direct or- 
ders from Brevet Major General Worth, and have been paraded in 
readiness to march or to fight under his immediate orders, without 
any information, intelligence, or orders of any kind having been 
communicated to me. Finding Colonel Burnett’s regiment under 
arms, without :: y authority, I ordered him to dismiss the men to 
their quarters, but to keep them in readiness to form in case of ne- 
cessity. Having, however, in the mean time received information 
from you, through my aid, Lieutenant Lovell, that the order to 
parade the regiment was sanctioned by the authority of „ 
in-chief, I have countermanded my directions to Colonel Burnett, 
and left him subject to the former order he had received from Ge- 
neral Worth. EL f 

If these measures have been taken under the authority of the 
general-in-chief, I consider myself stripped of my command. This 
evening I have received an order from Brevet Major General 
Worth “to detail a company for guard at General Scott's head- 
quarters.” You will readily perceive the very embarrassing circum- 
stances in which I am placed, and the necessity I am under, how- 
ever reluctantly, to trespass upon the time of the general-in-chief, 
to ask his further orders, to extricate me from these embarrass- 
ments. | 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. QUITMAN, 
Major General U. S. army. 
Lieut. H. L. Scorr, A. A. A. G., 
Head-quarters of the army, Puebla. 


See written reply. ws 


PuoEBLA, May 30, 1847. 


Sin: I have heretofore enclosed to your address two letters, the 
former dated at this place, May 16th, the latter dated yesterday, 
the receipt of neither of which has been acknowledged. Suppos- 
ing that the former may have been intercepted in its transmission, 
I enclose a copy. The latter, I am informed, was handed to you. 
I had determined to await the leisure of the general-in-chief for an 
answer to these letters, before making app'ication to him for a com- 
mand suited to my rank. In the mean time I have this day re- 
ceived general orders, No. 162; the.second paragraph of which, in 
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effect, assigns me to the command of thetwo regiments of volunteers, 
now here in the field. It is but due to the general-in-chief to state, 
*hat I regard myself as senior officer under him, unless Brevet Ma- 
jor General Worth has beén assigned to duty, according to his 
brevet rank, by the President, of which I am not informed. Under 
the order alluded to, my command will consist of but two regi- 
ents, while my juniors in rank, entitled only to brigades, are in 
command of divisions, consisting of five and six regiments each, and 
this army would present the singular spectacle of brigadier generals 
commanding divisions, colonels and lieutenant colonels brigades, 
and a major general commanding less than a brigade. 

I will not, at this time, present my views of the humiliating po- 
sition in which such a distribution of the forces would place me, 
but I earnestly appeal to the sense of justice of the general-in- 
chief, and to his known respect for the institutions and laws of our 
country, the common source of the power and rights which he as 
well as I possess, to assign to me a command in the army propor- 
tioned to my rank. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your obedient 


servant, 
J. A. QUITMAN, 
Major General U. S. A. 
Captain H. L. Scorr, A. A. A. General, 
Head-quarters army. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Puebla, May 31, 1847. 


Sır: I have just received your letter of yesterday, enclosing a 
copy of one dated the 16th instant, which, as you have supposed, 
miscarried. , 

I also received, the night before the last, your letter of the 29th 
instant, which I considered as substantially answered by my order 
of yesterday. Some confusion was unavoidable under the circum- 
stances of my arrival, the consequent change in the general com- 
mand, and the false alarm of the29th. It takes a commander several 
days to learn the distribution of the troops, made before his arrival, 
the approaches the enemy may avail himself of, the points of de- 
fence, &c., &c. Being much indisposed, I was slow in acquiring 
that knowledge, and, in the mean time I left much power in the 
previous commander of the advanced corps. 

I regret that you have addressed me the letter of the 30th. Be- 
ing much occupied with the ordinary business of the army, and the 
high duties of the campaign, with all of which I should be happy 
to make you acquainted, if you would call, I have no leisure for 
a laborious correspondence with the officers whom I have the honor 
to command, and who are near me. 

I have heretofore announced to this army, in orders, and reminded 
you by letter, that Brevet Major General Worth was assigned to 
duty here in Mexico according. to his brevet rank. 
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Since you marched from Jalapa, a brigadier general of the United 
States army, in the command of volunteers, I have been officially 
advised of your merited promotion—as I understand the law, to the 
rank of major general, attached to the new regiments, authorized 
. by a recent act of Congress—not one of which has arrived, though 
all of them were originally intended for this army. Portions of 
several of them, amounting to about 4,000 men, have been, I learn, 
ordered to the Rio Grande frontier. Should two or more of those 
regiments come under my immediate orders, they shall be assigned 
to your present division. "That division, I am aware, is at present 
not embodied, being divided between Jalapa, Perote and this place. 
Foreseeing that it would be so divided, I declared Major General 
Patterson to be a supernumerary with this army. You, at the date 
of that order, were only a brigadier general. "The two regular di- 
visions with me have also lef. detachments at Vera Cruz, Jalapa, 
and Perote, and have otherwise been much reduced. 

Not having with me the necessary number of troops to fill up 
Four division, without breaking up the other two, which I would 
deem inexpedient, if not highly unjust; to oblige you, I might con- 
sent to send you to the new regiments, ordered to the Rio Grande 
frontier, if it were practicable for you to go thither in safety. But 
I do not think it practicable, and hope, therefore, under all the cir- 
cumstances, you will remain in your present position, though some- 
what anomalous, and let this army have the benefit of your valuable 
services. Casualties or changes which could not have been foree 
seen at Washington, or by me, and which have been entirely un- 
avoidable, have placed you in that position. As a good soldier, a 
good patriot, and a good man, you will, I hope, cheerfully bend to 
circumstances. I should part with you, at this time, with deep 
regret. Your post is still one of honor, and you can fill it with 
distinction. Remain then, and give me your cordial aid and support. 

I remain, sir, with respect and esteem, your most obedient ser- 


vant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Major General QUITMAN, 
U. S. army, &c., &c. 


PuEBLA, June 3, 1847. 


SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the letter of 
the general-in-chief of the 31st ultimo. His wishes, not to be bur- 
dened with a further correspondence on this subject, prevailed with 
me for a time, but further reflection convinced me that while my 
opinion remained unchanged, he would more highly appreciate a 
frank reply. . 

The position of this army, in the midst of a hostile population, 
and almost before the gates of their capital, leaves me for the 
present no alternative but to adhere! to its fortunes, however m 
rank may be degraded, or my rights as an officer overlooked. 
So deeply am I impressed with this conviction, that I would follow 
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the destinies of this army as a volunteer, sooner than abandon it at 
this moment. I have, therefore, no choice but to remain in the 
truly anomalous position in which the recent order places me; but 
I would be faithless to the trust which the President has reposed in 
me, and to the rights with which the laws of my country have in- 
vested me, were I to submit to the humiliating position assigned to 
me in the army, without entering my respectful protest against the 
construction placed by the general-in-chief upon my commission as 
major general, and against the order which limits my command to 
the volunteer troops in this army. 

I hold a commission as major general, in the service of the United 
States. Its language is the same as that ordinarily used in the 
regular army, without any other qualifications or limitations. I£ 
we refer back to the act of Congress, of the 3d March, under which 
the President was authorized to appoint two additional major 
generals, we will find nothing in it which limits their command to 
the additional forces to be raised under the act of the 11th Feb- 
ruary preceding. "The terms of these actg of Congress appear te 
me palpably inconsistent with such a construction, because they 
provide that no division shall consist of less than two brigades, of - 
at least three regiments each, when but ten regiments are raised by 
the act of the 11th February; thus requiring, at least, two additional 
regiments from the regular volunteer troops, to constitute the mini- 
mum command of the major generals. oreover, these acts au- 
thorize the President to organize this additional military force into 
divisions and brigades, indiscriminately, with regular and volunteer 
troops; and, when thus organized, they may be commanded by any 
of the general officers of the army. I will not dwell upon the con- 
fusion and difficulty which would arise in the service, if this con- 
struction be not correct. | 

To present fairly and explicitly my objections tothe limited com- 
mand assigned to me by the second paragraph of general orders, 
No. 162, it is necessary to refer to the present organization of 
this army. The first division, commanded by Brevet Major General 
Worth, consists, as I learn, of the 4th, 5th, 6th and 8th regiments 
of infantry, the 2d and 3d regiments of artillery, and Lieutenant 
Colonel Duncan's battery. The 2d division, commanded by 
Brigadier General Twiggs, consists of the 2d, 3d and 7th regiments 
of infantry, the 4th artillery, the rifle regiment, and Captains Tay- 
lor and Talcott’s batteries, besides the troops left behind in garri- 
son. The division assigned to me consists only of the New York 
and South Carolina regiments, besides the 1st and 2d Pennsylvania 
regiments, left in garrison; the Ist at Perote, under Colonel Wyn- 
koop, as commander of that department; the 2d with other troops, 
under Brevet Colonel Childs of the artillery, as commander of the 
department of Jalapa. Over neither of these regiments have I 
any authority, thus leaving my command to consist, virtually, of 
but the two first named regiments. The brigades of the Ist divi- 
sion are respectively commanded by Colonel Clarke, and Brevet 
Colonel Garland. Those of the 2d, by Brevet Brigadier General 
Smith, and Brevet Colonel Riley; each of these brigades has more 
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effective men in the field, than my whole actual command. This 
inequality, when taken in connexion with my rank and the re- 
spective grades of the other officers, is so striking, as to give me 
just cause of complaint; for if it be considered highly unjust to any, 
or a portion of the ofücers now in command, under the temporary 
organization which exists, to limit them to their appropriate com- 
mands, how much more so to deprive a higher officer of the com- 
mand unquestionably due to his rank. 

Heartily reciprocating the personal respect which the general- 
in- chief has ever manifested towards me, and grateful for the kind 
expressions of his letter, I very reluctantly again advert to the 
question of rank heretofore presented bv me. Believing as I do, in 
common, as I am informed, with a large portion of the officers of 
the army, that the President of the United States alone has the au- 
thority to assign an officer duty according to his brevet rank, I 
owe it to myself and to the service, to question the right of a brevet 
major general to command me, except in the cases specified in the 
61st article of war, until I am advised that such assignment comes 
from the high source required by law. Neither the order of the 
RE referred to, nor his letter addressed to me from 

alapa, gives me the desired information on this point. 

I should have been well content, if the power had been reposed 
by law in the discretion of the commanding general, but conscien- 
tiously believing that it is not so vested, a sense of duty requires 
me frankly to express my opinion upon this subject now, that the 
question may be settled by the proper authority, and that conflict 
of opinion hereafter may not produce inconvenience, dr do injury 
to the public service. 

With assurances of my highest personal and official respect for 
the general-in-chief, I remain your obedient servant, | 

z J. A. QUITMAN, 
Major General U. S. Army, com. Vol. Division. 
Captain. H. L. ScoTT, | 
A. A. A. General, Head-quarters of the Army, Puebla. 


Endorsed—Replied to this letter orally. 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


HxAD-QUARTERS, VOLUNTEER DIVISION, 
Mexico, October 25, 1847. 


Sin: At Puebla, shortly after receiving official notice of mr ap- 
pointment as major general, I had the honor to apply to the gene- 
ral-in-chief for a command in this army suited to my rank. From 
the construction which the general then gave to the law under 
which I had been appointed, and with the views which he enter- 
tained of the organization of the forces under his immediate com- 
mand, he then declined assigning to me a full division in this army. 
Had it then been possible for me, which he doubted, to have 
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repaired to the Rio Grande frontier, still the peculiar position of 
this army, at that time, would have rendered it improper, if not 
disreputable, in me, as an officer, to apply for orders to leave it. I 
therefore yielded to the request of the general to remain in the 
anamolous position in which I was placed, commanding bu 
the fragment of a division. 

The face of things is now changed. This victorious army quietly 
occupies the enemy’s capital, and will probably remain inactive for 
some time to come. The reasons for my remaining here, without 
an adequate command, cease to exist; and my honor, as well as my 
duty, requires that I should reiterate my application for a command 
proportioned to ‘my rank; or, if the opinions and views of the gen- 
eral on this subject, communicated to me at Puebla, remain un- 
changed, that I should apply for such orders as will enable me to 
join my appropriate corps. Still protesting against the construc- 
tion which the general-in-chief has placed upon my commission, 
and respectfully urging my claim to a full command, wherever I 
may be placed upon duty, I may be permitted to suggest that, from 
change of circumstances, the government may be inclined to new 
views of prosecuting the war, causing partial reorganizations of the 
forces in the field. 

I therefore respectfully request orders to report in person to the 
Secretary of War, that I may apply to the highest military author- 
ity for some permanent assignment to duty. 

` Assuring the general-in-chief of the continuance of my high re- 
gard and esteem, ° 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, * 
J. A. QUITMAN, 
| | . Major General, U. N. A. 
Captain H. L. Scorr, | 
A. A. A. General. ES 


Endorsement on the foregoing. 


I deem it my duty to forward this letter for the view of the Sec- 
retary of War, and add some remarks: 

1. General Quitman marched for Puebla, as a brigadier general, 
attached to volunteers. At or on his way to Puebla, he received, 
in May, his promotion to major general in the army, attached, as I 
conceived, to the new regiments. | 

2. That impression of mine, derived from a view of the law, was 
soon confirmed by a paper from the adjutant general’s office, dated 
APRI 26, 1847, (No. 1,) headed „regular army—additional force,” 
which evidently proceeded from the highest authority,and in which 
paper, organizing the new forces, Quitman is put down to command 
a division of those new regiments. 

. 9. But at that time (end of May and beginning of June) it was 
impossible to send Major General Quitman in safety to his new di- 
vision, (understood to be on the Rio Grande frontier,) inasmuch as 
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1,200 or 1,500 men would have been necessary to escort him, and 
I have not had the means of sending a detachment down to Vera 
Cruz since that time. 
4. I send, herewith, General Quitman’s two former letters to me 
on the subject, and my reply to the first. To the second, I replied 
orally. I have treated, from the first, this most respectable and 
distinguished officer with the greatest kindness and consideration. 


Respectfully submitted. 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Mexico, October 27, 1847. 


No. 35. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE Army, 
Mexico, October 27, 1847. 


Sin: I am still uncertain whether either of my reports to the de- 
partment, Nos. 31, 32, 33, and 34, giving our operations [of] Au- 
gust 19 and 20, September 8, 12,13, and 14, hasreached Vera Cruz, 
on its way to Washington, although duplicates of all, and tripli- 
cates of several of them, have been successively despatched. 

I enclose, herewith, two very interesting reports made to me from 
below: 1. From Colonel Childs, governor and commander at Pue- 
bla, dated the 13th instant, detailing the defence of that place, which, 
though highly arduous, gallant, and triumphant, has not exceeded 
what was expected at the hands of that excellent commander, his 
officers, and men. 2. From Brigadier General Lane, dated at Pue- 
bla, the 18th instant, giving a brief account of a brilliant and suc- 
cessful affair between him and a body of the enemy at Huamantla. 

In areport from Colonel Wilson, governor and commander at 
Vera Cruz, dated about the 14th instant, (he omitted the day,) it 
appears that Mejor General Patterson, with Brigadier Generals 
Marshall and Cushing, had arrived some 15 or 18 days before, and 
were expected soon to take up the line of march in this direction, 
with a reinforcement of, perhaps, 5,000 men. 

Before the receipt of that communication, and on the mere ru- 
mor of arrivals, I had addressed a circular, October 13, a copy of 
which is herewith enclosed, to the unknown commanders below. 

From Major General Patterson I have no official report, and but 
very partial information as to the character and description of the 
reinforcements which have arrived at Vera Cruz since July. I pre- 
sume, however, they are mainly volunteers, with, probably, some 
companies and detachments of recruits for the regular regiments 
with me. The latter I shall order up to join their respective 
corps. 

After establishing the new posts below, as indicated in my cir- 
cular letter of instruction, (October 13,) I hope to have the means 
of E Atlisco, some 18 miles from Puebla, and Toluca, the 
state capital of Mexico, 40 milcs hence, and, perhaps, Orizaba; 
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but probably shall not attempt any more distant expedition with- 
out further reinforcements, or until I shall have received the views 
of the department on the plans submitted in my report (No. 34) of 
the 18th ultimo. ° l 

There is still some slight hope that negotiations for a peace may 
soon be renewed; but on this subject Mr. Trist, our commissioner, 
will, no doubt, fully report to the State Department. 

The following are the dates of all the communications I have re- 
ceived from the War Department since the month of May: April 
30, and May 31, (duplicates,) June 14, June 15, (two.) 

I have the honor to be, sir, with high respect, your most obedi- 


servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Hon. W. L. Mancv, | 
Secretary of War. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
October 13, 1847. 


Sin: I am without information, other than mere rumors, as tothe 
number and description of the troops, or the names of command- 
ers, who have arrived at Vera Cruz since the month of July. I 
suppose, however, that, including regiments of volunteers and re- 
cruits, and companies belonging to the regiments here, there may 
may now be in route, this side of Vera Cruz, from 4,000 to 7,000 
men, and that Major General Patterson, and Brigadier Generals 
Marshall, Lane, and Cushing, may be with them. 

In that uncertainty, I shall make this letter a circular, and send 
copies to the commanders of the United States troops at Puebla, 
Perote, Jalapa, National Bridge, and Vera Cruz, for the govern- 
ment of all, and particularly of the senior genera], or other officer 
below or east of this capital. On the supposition that a large 
or sufficient body of men has marched from Vera Cruz for the inte- 
rior, I desire two or three military posts, of from 500 to 750 men 
each, be established between that seaport and Jalapa; another at 
the latter place, of from 750 to 1,200 men, with, if there be caval- 
ry, at least one troop of horse at each post. Two troops at a post, 
particularly at Jalapa, would be preferable. "The garrison of Pue- 
bla is insufficient in numbers to hold any considerable part of the 
u^ That point requires from 1,200 to 2,000 men. 

et all the men left sick or wounded at Vera Cruz, Perote, Pu- 
ebla, or who are now fit for duty, be brought up to their respective 
regiments; and particular care will be taken that, if regiments be 
broken into detachments, that the detachments of the same regi- 
ments be stationed in posts the nearest to eachother. Any surplus 
force, after establishing the new posts, as above, and 5 
the garrison at Puebla, I wish to be halted at the latter city, an 
to await my further orders. 

A general officer may be posted in command of the depart- 
ment of Jalapa, and another in the command of the depart- 
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ment of Puebla, in which case Colonel Childs will be sent to 
his regiment here. If Major General Patterson prefers the latter 
department, it will be his right to remain there, but without any 
increase of the garrison on the score of his rank. 

The Hon. Mr. Bankhead, British minister to Mexico, an invalid, 
is about to pass down the country, escorted by a detachment of 
Mexican soldiers, with my passport, to embark at Vera Cruz. I 
desire that the highest respect and attention be shown to this dis- 
tinguished functionary, on the route as well as at Vera Cruz. 

The objects of the posts, old and new, mentioned above, are to 
disinfest the route from the, capitol to Vera Cruz of guerrillas, 
rancheros, and other robbers about the posts respectively, and for 
as many miles up and down as practicable; as also to give such 
additional escorts as can be furnished to trains and expresses, as 
may be passing either way, and may be needed. 

I have heard of many disorders and outrages said to have been 
committed by Major Lally's detachment, about Jalapa. I trust 
that the rumors greatly exaggerate the facts; or rather, that they 
are entirely false. I will tolerate no disorders of any kind, but 
cause all to be rigorously punished. No officer or man, under my 
orders, shall be allowed to dishonor me, the army, and the United 
States, with impunity. See, herewith, general order, No. 287, dated 
September 17, 1847. 

remain, siry very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
To Colonel Wirsow, U. S. A., 


Governor and commandant of Vera Cruz. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, PUEBLA, 
September 25, 1847. 


Having taken possession of this city with the forces under my 
command, to operate against the points occupied by you, and for 
the purpose of restoring to full liberty the citizens who have suf- 
fered so much from the troops of the United States, I deem it 
proper, before making any movement, and for the sake of humanity, 
to intimate to your excellency that you shall have leave, within a 
limited time, to abandon the places you now occupy in this city, 
and march out with the honors of war, either to join General Scott, 
or to proceed to Perote, as may be most convenient for you. But 
if this moderate proposition be not accepted by your excellency, I 
shall, in that case, with the deepest feeling, proceed to act in a 
military manner, and assault all of your positions, and from the 
consequences of which your troops must suffer, inasmuch as there 
is in the vicinity of your excellency an army of eight thousand 
men, determined to cause the rights of this nation to be respected. 


God and liberty. | N 
ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA, 
General- in- chief, Mexican Army. 
Senor Colonel Coos, 
Commander of the United States forces in this city. 
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Heap-quarters, City or Pur BLA, Mexico, 
September 25, 1847. 


I had the honor to receive this day (2 o'clock, p. m.) the note of 
your excellency, of this date, notifying me that you had taken 
5 of this city, and “for the purpose of restoring to full 
iberty the citizens who have suffered so much from the troops of 
the United States," and also offering the garrison certain terms in 
case they would, in a limited time, abandon the points occupied by 
the same. 

In regard to the first point, I deem it necessary and just, in vin- 
dication of the good name of the military forces of the United 
States—which they have earned by the humanity, good order, and 
discipline which have at all times distinguished their conduct, and 
more particularly while holding military possession of the city of 
Puebla—to deny the imputation conveyed in your excellency's 
communication; but, on the contrary, would assert that the rights 
of persons and property have been most scrupulously respected, and 
maintained to a degree unparalleled in warfare; and would wil- 
ringly leave the question for the decision of the intelligent and im- 
partial portion of the population of this city, by whom they have 
suffered most violence, from their own people or from troops of 
the army of the United States. 

As for the other portion of your-excellency’s communication, de- 
manding a surrender, within a limited time, of the places held by 
the troops under my command, I have but this reply to make to 
your excellency: that having been honored with the custody and 
safe keeping of these places, it is alike my desire and my duty to 
maintain them to the last, feeling fully confident in the means at 
my disposal to accomplish that purpose. 

With consideration of high respect, I have the honor to be, your 
excellency’s most obedient servant, 

THOMAS CHILDS, Col. U. S. A., 
Civil and Military Governor. 


To his excellency Señor Don Lopez DE Santa Anna, 
Commander-in-chief of the Mexican army before this city. 


"m W. C. DE HART 
| Captain 2d artillery. 


Heap-QuaRTERS, DEPARTMENT PUEBLA, 
Puebla, October 18, 1847. 


Sin: I have the honor to inform you of my arrival at this place, 
on the 12th instant, with a force consisting of Colonel Gorman's 
regiment, Indiana volunteers; Colonel Brough’s regiment, Ohio 
volunteers; Major Lally’s battallion, 12 companies; Captain Heint- 
zleman’s battalion, 450 men; Captain Simmons's command, 200 
men; and two batteries artillery, 2 pieces each, commanded by 
Lieutenants Pratt, 2d artillery, and Field, 3d artillery; five com- 
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panies mounted men, numbering about 150 men. Owing to rumors 
that reached me at Perote, of a large force in the vicinity of El 
Pinal, I permitted Colonel Wynkoop to accompany me to that 
lace, with four companies infantry, Captain Walker’s company, 
Captein Taylor’s company, with three pieces artillery. They came 
here, but will return in a few days. Learning that Santa Anna, 
with a large force, was at Huamantla, I packed my train at San 
Antonio Tamaris, and moved forward to meet him. After a sharp 
engagement, he was completely routed, oe two pieces artil- 
lery, and great quantities of ammunition, &c. regret to mention 
the loss of the gallant Captain Walker, mounted rifles, who was 
killed in town. Our anole loss, in killed and wounded, is about 
twenty-five. Colonel La Vega and Major Iturbide were taken 
prisoners. My whole force is about thirty-three hundred men. 
Major Lally left Jalapa by order of Colonel Wilson. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient 
servant, S 

JOSEPH LANE, 


Brigadier General. 
Capt. H. L. Scorr, 


A. A. A. General. 


No. 36. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Mezico, November 27, 1847. 


Sır: Since the letter recalling Mr. Trist was received, we have 
certain information that the Mexican government had, about the 
same time, appointed commissioners to meet him for negotiating 
the terms of a peace; and if we had a commission here to receive 
them, it is believed that a satisfactory treaty might soon be agreed 
upon between the two belligerents. Those commissioners are un- 
derstood to be now in this city, but they have not called on me, 
nor submitted to me any proposition whatever, although the gov- 
ernment at Queretaro has been informed that I shall, at all times, 
be ready to send home any communication, looking to a renewal 
of negotiations, from that government. It is doubtful, however, 
I learn, indirectly, whether the Mexican government, or its com- 
missioners, will adopt that course. 

I have now been waiting with anxiety, for nearly a month, the 
arrival of the reinforcements with Major General Patterson and 
others coming up from Vera Cruz. "That general, in an official re- 
port, dated the 10th instant, informs me that he halted with some 
2,600 men ‘for duty,” at Jalapa; had sent his wagons back to the 
seaport, and expected to renew his march in this direction about 
the 20th instant. He had received my instructions of the 13th and 
28th ultimo, (others awaiting him at Puebla,) directing the re-garri- 
soning of Jalapa with some 1,200 men, and the establishment of at 
least two new posts between that city and Vera Cruz. The latter 
he had established at the bridge over the San Juan and at the Na. 
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tional Bridge; but whether the 2,600 men “for duty” be a sur- 
plus over and above the new garrison at Jalapa, the report does not 
inform me. The instructions waiting at Puebla direct that an- 
other new post of from 400 to 500 men shall be established at Rio 
Frio, on the national road, about 36 miles from Puebla and the 
same from this city. 

Major General Patterson complains, I have no doubt justly, of 
the unfitness, from the want of experience, of the officers and men 
with him, for the service of separate posts, whence are to be feared 
many disorders and much waste of public property. We are here, 
also, very deficient in the number of field and company officers 
needed even for ordinary duties; and the force present is barely 
sufficient to garrison this large city and the mstle of Chapultepec. 
One strong detachment is now out with the train despatched hence 
to Vera Cruz on the lst instant, and before its return (about the 
5th proximo) I shall have sent down another for certain supplies; 
not to be obtained here 'on advantageous terms, and in order, as 
in the other instanre, that a portion of the wagons may be service- 
able in bringing reinforcements from Vera Cruz. 

I am happy to learn that Major General Butler was hourly ex- 
pected at Vera Cruz early in this month. On his or Major General 
Patterson's arrival here, with 4,000 or more, reinforcements over 
and above the eastern garrison, I shall despatch that surplus, or a 
force equal to it, to occupy the mining districts within miles 
of Zacatecas, and should the surplus be sufficient, I shall also occu- 
py the mining district of San Luis de Potosi; unless propositions of 
peace on the part of Mexico, of such a character asto give a strong 
probability. of their acceptance by our government, combined with 
an evident steadiness of purpose at Queretaro, may probably cause 
me not to disturb the government at that place, but to pass it at 
some distance to the right or left. An indirect overture for an ar- 
mistice I have already declined. | 

In making the proposed distant detachments, I shall endeavor to 
send together about equal portions of regulars and volunteers. 
The New York, South Carolina, and Pennsylvania regiments (the 
2d Pennsylvania) with me, have been exceedingly reduced in num- 
bers, as are also all the regular regiments. 

I invite attention to the accompanying order, No. 358, respect- 
ing bullion and coins. I am engaged in collecting the statistics of 
finance in this country for the period a little before the commence- 
ment of this war. It is possible, that if we should be able to oc- 
cupy the principal mining districts and seaports in Mexico, and 
keep the great highways clear of guerrilleros and other robbers, 
the per centage on the precious metals, coinage and exports, and 
duties on increased imports of foreign Comm might amount 
to ten or even twelve millions a year; but on the approach of even 
Mexican troops, in periods of revolution, the miners always run 
away from their work and are rarely brought back in months. The 
same difficulty may be apprehended from the approach of our 
troops. Besides the mints, (some seven or eight,) by payments in 
advance have, I learn, hired the privilege of coinage for a term of 
years, and they are mostly if not entirely in the hands of neutrals. 
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And in respect to other internal sources of ordinary revenue, I sup- 
pose they cannot be made available towards the support of this 
army, except by the occupation of the State capitals and through 
the State authorities. To collect such revenue directly, by means 
of agents of our own, Mexican or American, would require a host 
of civil employees, involving much extortion, waste, and corrup- 
tion. The superintendence of the latter system would be extreme- 
ly repugnant to my habits and feelings. But, I repeat, I have but 
recently commenced the study of the subject. By the arrival of 
adequate reinforcements I hope to be better informed, and under a 
general system to be devised, to be able to collect in the interior 
at least a part of the means necessary to support the occupation. 

I have to acknowledge despatches from the department, dated 
July 12th and 19th, both received October 31st; September 1st, re- 
ceived November 17th; October 6th, received November 18th; and 
October 24th, received November 16th. In the despatch of 19th 
July, it is said a duplicate of one dated“ the 14th ultimo,“ is here- 
with enclosed. Neither copy has been received, and only the du- 
plicate of that dated July 12th. 

In respect to the latter, I have only time to say, that I have am- 
ple topics for reply and self justification; but waive them for the 
present. 

I shall, probably in three or four days, write again by the down- 
ward train. I now avail myself of a messenger who can only take 
a few letters and packages. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, your most 
obedient servant, 


Hon. W. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of War. 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 


[Duplicate.] 
No. 37. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ÁRMY, 
Mexico, December 4, 1847. 


Sin: I had designed to send down to Vera Cruz, some five days 
ago, another, or a second train of wagons under an escort, princi- 
pally to furnish means of transportion, in part, for reinforcements 
In that city, destined for this place; but learning nothing of the 
approach of Major General Patterson's column, (or of any other,) 
since his report from Jalapa of the 10th ultimo, and hearing, unof- 
ficially, that the train (400 wagons, 150 for reinforcements) des- 
patched hence, the first of that month, was likely to be detained, 
by some unknown cause at Vera Cruz, till the 1st or 5th of the 
present month, I have been obliged to delay the second train, as 
the force here and at Chapultepec, **fit for duty," is only about 
6,000 rank and file, the number of „sick,“ exclusive of officers, be- 
ing 2,041. 

What has detained Major General Patterson so long at Jalapa, I 
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am at a loss to conjecture; he reported, on the 10th ultimo, that he 
would renew his march in ten days, in which case he would now 
have been here, but very late unofficial news from Puebla is silent 
on the subject. Lieutenant Colonel Johnston, who will command 
the first train returning up, has probably been detained at Vera 
Cruz, waiting for the arrival of essential articles of clothing from 
New Orleans. All the reinfercements which have joined me, via 
New Orleans, since I left Vera Cruz, have reported that they were 
officially told, before leaving their respective rendezvous, they 
would find abundant clothing at New Orleans, and there, that the 
depót at Vera Cruz would be found ample; whereas, not a sixth, 
perhaps an eighth, part of the clothing needed by this army has 
reached the latter depót since we landed, early in March, except, 
perhaps, very recently, and that little, it is now reported, has been 
issued to the troops that have arrived there, since about the middle 
of September; they also, it is presumed, having left home with in- 
sufficient clothing. Please recur to a notice on the same subject in 
my report to the department, (No. 30,) dated July 25. If, there- 
fore, Lieutenant Colonel Johnston be waiting at Vera Cruz for the 
article so much needed here, Re will, in the end, probably learn 
that one clothing depot is as empty as the other. We have caused 
a great number of garments of absolute necessity to be made here, 
but of inferior materials and at higher prices, compared with those 
of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Trist will go down with the next train. 

No proposition has been made to me, looking to a peace, by the 
federal government of this republic or its commissioners. "The lat- 
ter understood to be still in this city. I have not seen them. 

In the act of writing, I learn, through a merchant, that Major 
General Patterson was, on the 2d instant, expected at Puebla the 
following day. . I 
I have the honor to be, sir, with high respect, your obedient ser- 


vant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

To the Hon. SEcRETARY OF WAR. 

P. S. The foregoing letter was despatched the day of its date by 
a hired Mexican. I have just learned that he was robbed of his 
despatches and horse near,andin sight of, our new post at Rio Frio, 
occupied by new troops. 

I send this duplicate with copies of the same papers which ac- 
companied the original, to overtake the second train that left here 
for Vera Cruz, yesterday, under the orders of Brigadier General 
Twiggs, who will assume command of the Vera Cruz department, 
after inspecting the intermediate garrisons of the Rio Frio, Puebla, 
Perote, Jalapa, National Bridge, and San Juan. 

Colonel Hays, with five companies of rangers, and Major Lally, 
with a detachment of regulars, arrived here the 7th instant. Ma- 
jor General Patterson came up the following day, and Brigadier 
General Cushing and brigade were close behind. I have not yet 
been able to obtain a return of those reinforcements; but Major 
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General Patterson thinks they may, in all, amount to 3,500, officers 
and men. 

I have nothing else to add of interest, except that Major Gene- 
ral Butler's column, as well as the train sent hence the first of No- 
vember, are both expected here in about a week. 

WINFIELD SCOTT, 

Mexico, December 10, 1847. 


MAZATLAN, SINALOA, 
JVovember 16, 1847. 


GENERAL: On the lith instant I took possession of this town, 
with the sailors and marines of the squadron, and am holding it at 
great inconvenience to the ships. | 

I write this on shore, in haste, having an unexpected convey- 
ance. I have written you more at length, but have not time to 
forward that communication. 

The public service would be greatly benefitted if you could force 
a party of five hundred or a thousand men through to garrison the 
place, that I may pursue other objects. I am sure, I need say no 
more to you to ensure your assistance, if possible. If you could 
send men to any other point than this, I would send for them on 
notice. 

I am, general, with great respect, &c., your obedient servant. 

W. BRANFORD $HUBRICK, 
Com. Pacific Squadron. 
Major General WINFIELD Scott, 
C: m. in Chief U. S. Army, Mexico. 


P. S. The port and town of Guaymas, in Sonora, were captured 
on the 19th October, by a part of the squadron, and is held by a 
sloop-of-war. 

The population of Mazatlan is so large that it requires a mili- 


tary garrison. 
W. B. S. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Mezico, December 2, 1847. 


Sin: I have had the honor to receive your letter, dated at Ma- 
gatlan, the 16th ultimo, end am happy to learn that our Pacific 
squadron, under your command, has, among other important points, 
captured Mazatlan, Guaymas, and I suppose, San Nas. | 

I have been waiting here two months and a half, to learn the 
views of the government at home, or at least for the arrival of rein- 
forcements, before undertaking any new and distant operations. 
'The forces that I had under my orders in the whole of this repub- 
lic, except the troops immediately under Major General Taylor, 
only gave me themeans of occupying Tampico, Vera Cruz, Puebla, 
Chapultepec, and this capital, until recently. We entered this 

| 16 
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city with a fraction less than 6,000 men; the morning of September 
14th. About the 25th of that month, Major General Patterson ar- 
rived with some 4,000 men, and Major General Butler followed 
with as many more. I learn that another 8,000 may be expected 
at the same port in five or six weeks, making in all 16,000 men, 
less a smaller body with Brigadier General Lane, which preceded 
Major General Patterson and is now awaiting him at Puebla. 

Both of these major generals have been delayed, one at Jalapa 
and the other at Vera Cruz, probably by the want of transportation; 
when they may be expected here, after establishing the new gar- 
risons on the route, I am unable, at this time, to say. Perhaps all 
their surplus forces, say 10,000 men, deducting the new garrisons, 
may be up with me in six or eight weeks. 

According to intimations from the War Department, which may 
be changed on receiving late despatches from me, I shall, in pro- 
portion to the arrival of reinforcements, occupy, successively, the 
principal mining districts of which Zacatecas and San Luis de Po- 
tosi are the respective centres; next, the State capitals within my 
reach and surplus means; all with a view to internal trade and the 
revenue that may be derived therefrom, to aid in the payment of 
the expenses of the occupation, that is, should the government de- 
cide upon covering the country in order to force this republic to 
sue for peace; and we now have in Mexico no minister or commis- 
sioner (since the recall of Mr. Trist) to negotiate a treaty. To 
effect that object, by occupying the sources of trade and revenue, 
the mining districts and principal cities, including state capitals and 
ports of entry, at least 50,000 men in the ranks, not on paper, (the 
number I have asked for,) will be indispensable. With that num- 
ber I may be able to send garrisons to the principal ports of the 
Pacific. In the mean time, I can only suggest, if the latter cannot 
be occupied, that they be blockaded by your squadron. , 

I take the liberty to enclose a copy of an order, in which I 
interdict the exportation of uncoined gold or silver, and think of 
recommending to the government the continuation of that prohi- 
bition, and the imposition of five per centum on the exportation of 
all coins. The army of occupation and the citizens of Mexico are 
equally interested in compelling miners and capitalists to convert 
into specie all the products of the mines, and the occupation may 
also levy on melting, assaying, and coinage, a prior duty of, say, 
one per centum. 

The common service entrusted to us, respectively, is interested 
in frequent intercommunications. I shall avail myself of every 
opportunity to give you information of the movements and opera- 
tions of this army. 


I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, your most 
obedient servant, i 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 
To Commodore WM. B. SuugricK, 


U. S. N., Com. Pacific Squadron, Mazatlan, Mexico. 


Offcial: | 
s G. W. LAY, Lieut. and Mil. Sec. 
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Wan DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 14, 1847. 


Sir: You will herewith receive a copy of the Presidents message 
to Congress, and also a copy of the annual report from this de- 
partment. The message will make you acquainted with the views 
of the President in regard to the future prosecution of the war. 

It is expected that you will use the force under your command 
to hold the city of Mexico and other places now in your posses- 
sion, and to keep open the communication from that place to Vera 
Cruz. so that supplies, munitions of war, and merchandise, can be 
safely conveyed along that line, with only a small force to escort 
and protect them. Should robbers and guerrilleros continue to ob- 
struct the road, to plunder and murder as heretofore, the most vig- 
orous measures should be pursued to punish them and prevent their 
depredations. It is desirable to open the country to the ingress 
of merchandise, from the ports in our possession, to the utmost prac- 
ticable extent. In this way it is anticipated that considerable as- 
sistance will be derived towards meeting the expenses of the war. 

You will perceive that the government here contemplate that the 
resources of the country are, to a considerable extent, open to us, 
and that they are to be resorted to for the purpose of diminishing 
the burden of our expenses. It is also expected you will make 
them available for this purpose as far as practicable. : 

The internal revenues, to the extent, at least, to which they were 
levied by the Mexican ggvernment, are to be kept up and paid 
over to the use of our army, so far as it is within our powerto con- 
trol them, with the exception of the departmental or transit duties, 
mentioned in a former communication. For this purpose, and to 
deprive the enemy of the means of organizing further resistance to 
protract the war, it is expedient to subject to our arms other parts 
of his country. What those parts shall be is left to your judg- 
ment. Our object is to obtain acceptable terms of peace within 
the earliest practicable period, and it is apprehended that this ob- 
ject cannot be speedily obtained without making the enemy feel: 
that he is to bear a considerable part of the burden of the war. 

Should there not be at this time a government in Mexico of suffi- 
cient stability to make peace, or should the authority which there 
exists be adverse to it, and yet a large and influential portion of 
the people really disposed to put an end to hostilities, it is desir- 
able to know what prospect there is that the latter could, with the 
countenance and protection of our arms, organize a government 
which would be willing to make peace, and able to sustain the rela- 
tions of peace with us. It is presumed that your opportunities of 
knowing the disposition of the people of Mexico will enable you to 
furnish e government with correct information on this subject, 
and the President desires to be furnished with your views thereon. 

Major General Taylor has obtained leave of Fm from his com- 
mand to visit his family. He will remain in tie United States for 
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six months from the first instant, unless the exigencies of the pub- 
lic service shall require his earlier return to Mexico. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Major General W. Scotr,. 
Commanding U. S. army in Mexico. 


No. 38. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Mexico, December 13, 1847. 


Sin: Information, subsequent to my reports of the battles of Sep- 
tember 18th, has developed some facts, which, in justice to the 
officers concerned, I request may be incorporated in that report. 

1. In the mention of “officers and corps most distinguished" at 
the storming of Chapultepec, the name of Captain Howard, volti- 
geurs, should immediately precede those of Captains Barnard and 
Biddle, of the same corps; in these terms: Captain Howard, of 
that regiment, one of the foremost in the assault." 

9. [n the same operation, Lieutenant Selden, 8th infantry, is re- 
ported to have been «€ early on the ladder and badly wounded;" 
please substitute the first on a ladder and badly wounded." 

3. Under the same head, honorable mention is made of “ta por- 
tion of the storming party (Twiggs's d»v&ion serving with Quit- 
man) under Lieutenant Steele, 2d infantry;” it should read “ Lieu- 
tenants Westcott and Steele, 2d infantry.” 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, your obedient 
servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

The honorable Secrerary oF WAR. 


P. S.— beg to repeat the request that the original reports made 
by Major General Pillow, of his operations on the 19th and 20th of 
August, and on the 12th and 13th of September, may be sent back 
to me, to be read in evidence at his trial. For a like purpose, I 
include in the request that Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Duncan's re- 
Pos of the operations of his battery, on the 90th of August, may 

e sent at the same time. The former will, I have reason to know; 
at his trial avail himself of every possible technical objection in 
his power. 

W. 8. 
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No. 39. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Mexico, December 14, 1847. 


Siz: A courier, not under my orders, who has relays of horses 
hence towards Vera Cruz, takes charge of a small package of 
letters from me. 

I have received no communication from the Mexican government, 
and do not expect one before the new congress and president are 
installed, which will be about the 10th of the next month. It is 
believed that both will be favorably inclined towards peace. 

By a letter from Major General Butler, dated at Jalapa, the 4th 
instant, I learn that he expected to be at Puebla to-day, with about 
3,600 men; that Lieutenant Colonel Johnston, with a returning 
train, was close behind, having some 1,300 reinforcements, in 
addition to his downward escort; and that Brigadier General 
Marshall would soon follow, with a regiment and detachment of 
volunteers. T..ose reinforcements, added to the force brought up 
five or six days ago, by Major Geheral Patterson, (3,400,) may 
make a total of 9,000 men, or 8,000 “ fit for duty.” 

For a first movement I need two columns, of about 5,000 men 
each, to occupy the San Luis and Zacatecas mining districts; to 
keep open the communication with this place, by means of detach- 
ments left behind; to open one with Tampico, and to occupy: the 
State capitals within reach of the columns. It is desirable that the 
two should march about the same time, with a view to reciprocal 
support and moral effect upon the enemy. . But I may feel myself 
at liberty to await the arrival of any detachments that may be behind 
Brigadier General Marshall. 

The route of the first two columns will be the same, nearly up to 
Queretaro, and one must pass through that city to reach Zacatecas. 
This necessity embarrasses me, as I am assured by every body that 
the dispersion of the federal government, on the approach of our 
troops, whether we propose to occupy the temporary capital 
(Queretaro) or not, will be certain, and re-assemblage of the ele- 
ments of peace, at any other point, extremely doubtful. Under the 
instructions received from the Department, I shall, however, make 
the double movement, as soon as the reinforcements known to be 
on this side of Vera Cruz shall have arrived, unless, in the mean 
time, I am otherwise instructed. 

Since my last acknowledgment, (in despatch No. 36,) I have re- 
ceived from the department two communications bearing date Oc- 
tober 22, and one of October 26. 

I have the honor to be, siry with high respect, your obedient 


servant, i 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
To the Hon. SEcRETARY OF WAR. 
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War DEPARTMENT, 
January 13, 1848. 


Sin: Since I addressed you on the 14th of December, the fol- 
lowing communications have been received, viz : your despatches 
Nos. 30, 36, 37, 38, and 39, a copy of the correspondence between 
yourself and Commodore Shubrick, his letter of the 16th of No- 
vember, and yours in reply, of the 2d of December; and copies 
of E and specifications against Major General Pillow, Brevet 
Major General Worth, and Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Duncan. 

he perusal of these communications by the President, has forced 
upon his mind the painful conviction, that there exists a state of 
things at the head-quarters of the army, which is exceedingly 
detrimental to the public service, and imperiously calls upon him 
to interpose in such way as will, he sincerely hopes, arrest and 
put an end to the feuds and dissensions which there prevail. 

After the fullest consideration of the subject, the President has 
not been able to give his approval to the course you have adopted 
towards Brevet Major General Worth, and for reasons which I 
will briefly state, he defers, for the present at least, to order a 
court martial for his trial on the charge you have presented against 
him. The documents show that General Worth felt deeply ag- 
grieved by your “general order, No. 349.” Imputations of a 
very serious character were, by that order, cast upon some of the 
officers under your immediate command, and, fiom its peculiar 
phraseology, it was understood by General Worth, or others, as 
indicating him as one of the officers obnoxious to the severe cen- 
sure and reproof therein contained. With this view of the import 
. and object of the order, his attempt by all proper means to re- 
move from himself the ignominy of these imputations, cannot be 
regarded as an exceptionable course cn his part. As the stroke 
which had, as he thought, deeply wounded his honor as an officer, 
and his character as a man, came from your hands, his application 
for redress was properly made to you; but as he did not obtain 
such redress, as he believed, under the circumstances of the case, 
was due to him, he exercised, or attempted to exercise the right of 
an appeal to superior authority. If he was actually aggrieved in 
this matter, or believed himself to be so, he had an unquestionable 
right to have the subject brought to the consideration of his and 
your common superior, the President of the United States. He 
prepared charges against you, (for his letter of the 16th of Novem- 
ber, to the Secretary of War, can be viewed in no other character,) 
and endeavored to send them through you, the only channel he could 
use without violating established regulations, to this common su- 
perior. For the matter contained in these charges against your- 
self, you have made a charge against him, forwarded it to the 
President, and asked for his trial by a court martial. If the 
course of ae which you propose in this case is sanctioned 
and carried out, you cannot but perceive that the precedent will 
be most fatal to the essential rights of all subordinate officers. If 
General Worth has been guilty of an offence, by preparing and at- 
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tempting to transmit charges against you to the President, for 
wrongs and injuries alleged to have been inflicted by you on him, 
it seems to be a necessary consequence that, whatever may be the 
character of the wrongs and injuries inflicted upon subordinate of- 
ficers by their superiors, they cannot seek redress by appeal with- 
out being involved in a military offence. Whatever may be the 
injustice they suffer, the hope of remedy by appeal would be illu- 
sory, and the right to appeal worse than valueless, if, by the mere 
statement of their complaint, whether in the form of charges or 
otherwise, for the action of a common superior, they would be 
liable to be arrested and tried before any investigation had been 
made of the truth or falsity of the matters therein set forth, and 
even before the appeal had reached the authority which alone 
could afford redress. Such a principle as, this would, in its prac- 
tical operations, subvert justice and withhold protection from sub- 
ordinate officers. If General Worth cannot make an appeal to the 
President on account of your conduct towards him without com- 
mitting a military offence, and certainly he cannot if the statement 
of the matter of his complaint is an offence, it is difficult to per- 
ceive how any officer of inferior rank can carry an appeal to you, 
or any other common superior, for injustice or injury done to him 
by an officer of higher rank than himself, (though to appeal is the 
exercise of an unquestionable right,) without subjecting himself to 
a trial by a court martial; for every appeal which is not frivolous 
upon its face, must, in one form or another, impute to the officer 
complained of some military offence, and, consequently, on the 
principle of your proceeding against General Worth, the appealin 
officer would be subject to arrest and trial for the matter pontalned 
in his appeal. 

As long as itis possible that a subordinate officer may suffer 
wrong from a superior, justice, sound policy, and the good of the 
service, require and demand, that the avenue to address should not 
be obstructed ; but obstructed it would be in a most effectual man- 
ner, by the course of procedure which you have adopted in the 
case of General Worth. 

I am not unaware of the force of the considerations which may 
be urged against allowing the unrestricted right to subordinate 
officers to make complaints, and prefer charges, to a common su- 
perior, against those who have command over them. The right 
may be abused, it may be resorted to for the indulgence of ma- 
licious passions, to produce dissensions in the army, and to impair 
the rightful authority of commanding officers; but its liability to 
be perverted to mischievous purposes is not a sufficient argument 
to prove that it should not be sustained, or its benefits be destroyed 
by the assumption in the first place, without proof, that the right 
has not been exercised in good faith and with justifiable motives, 
and then, upon that assumption, to institute proceedings for a 
military offence against the appealing, and, it may be, much in- 
jured officer, fairly seeking the redress to which he is entitled. 
But this right of appeal can rarely, or never be abused with im- 
punity. The abuse of it is an offence which can and should be 
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punished, but it is quite important that the mode of punishing the 
abuse should not be such asto destroy or impair the right. To 
illustrate my views by the very case under consideration: If it 
shall appear that General Worth has falsely and knowingly 
charged you with ‘malice against him,? and of “having acted 
in a manner unbecoming an officer and a gentleman towards him,” 
he has in that committed an offence for which he may and should 
be punished; but, before investigation, it 1s no more to be as- 
sumed that your charges against him are true than his against 
you are so. Both law and natural justice require that the order 
of events should be pursued in such cases. The charges which he 
prefers against you should be first disposed of, before proceedings 
can be instituted against him for malice in preferring those charges, 
or for presenting such as he did not know or believe to be well 
founded. Your charges against him go upon the ground that he is 
a malicious prosecutor of you. It is a well established principle, 
that no man can be proceeded againet as a malicious prosecutor 
while the suit, which is alleged to be malicious, is pending; that 
must be disposed of before a suit for malicious prosecution can be 
instituted. 

In this view of the case, and it is the one which the President 
has taken, the charges which General Worth has presented against 
you must be disposed of before any proceedings can be had on that 
which you have presented against him. . 

Though you have not stated that General Worth is under arrest 
on your charge against him, yet it is believed heis. An order will, 
therefore, be sent with this communication for his discharge 
from it. . 

Considering the nature and multiplicity of the matters embraced 
in the charges preferred against Major General Pillow and Brevet 
Lieutenant Colonel Duncan, especially the former, (some of which 
are hardly consistent with your official reports and commendations,) 
the great difficulty, not to say impracticability, of assembling, at 
this time, a general court martial of officers, not connected with the 
transactions to be investigated, of such rank as the law requires for 
the trial of a major general, and the serious detriment which the 
public interest must unavoidably suffer by withdrawing, at the pre- 
sent crisis, for so long a time as the trial will be likely to last, from 
their important commands and staff duties, so many general officers 
to constitute the court, the President feels compelled, by a high 
sense of duty, to prefer proceeding by a court of inquiry. Sucha 
court can be organized with much less danger of a sacrifice to the 
public interest than a general court martial; it can much better ac- 
commodate its proceedings to the exigencies of the service, and 
will, it is almost certain, much abridge the labors of a court mar- 
tial, if one should become necessary. Another advantage of pro- 
ceeding, in the first instance, by a court of inquiry, is, that other 
matters, not embraced in the charges relating to the same, and 
other officers may be properly submitted to its investigation at any 
time during its session. I am, therefore, directed by the President 
to inform you that a court of inquiry has been ordered to sit in 
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Mexico, to which will be referred for examination all the charges 
presented against General Pillow and Brevet Lieutenant Colonel 
Duncan, as well as the charges or complaint of Brevet Major Gen- 
eral Worth against yourself ; and that the prosecution of Gen- 
eral Pillow and Lieutenant Colonel Duncan, on charges pre- 
ferred against them, before a court martial will be,deferred until 
the proceedings of the court of inquiry shall be received by the 
President. 

If these officers have been arrested, the President, not seeing any 
good reason for continuing them in that situation during the 
session of the court, will direct them to be released therefrom. 

A copy of the order instituting a court of inquiry will be here- 
with transmitted to you.“ 

The proceedings of the court of jnquiry relative to the two 
howitzers, alleged to have been taken by General Pillow from Cha- 
pultepec, have not been received at this department. You will 
cause them to be forwarded, if it has not been already done. 

You refer, in one of the charges against General Pillow, to an 
appeal made by him to you in regard to the proceedings of that 
court; bet no appeal, duplicate or copy, has been received by me or 
at the department, either from yourself or General Pillow. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
W. L. MARCY, 

, Secretary of War. 
Major General WiwriELD Scorr, 
Commanding U. S. Army, Mexico. 


GENERAL ORDERS, 
No. 2. ? 
War DEPARTMENT, 
Adjutant Generals Office, Washington, January 13, 1848. 


The following order, received from the Secretary of War, is pub- 
Jished for the information and guidance of the officers concerned: 


Wan DEPARTMENT, January 13, 1848. 


By direction of the President of the United States, a court of 
inquiry, to consist of Brevet Brigadier General N. Towson, pay- 
master general, Brigadier General Caleb Cushing, and Colonel E. 
G. W. Butler, 3d dragoons, members, will assemble in Mexico, to 
inquire and examine into the charges and allegations preferred by 
Major General Winfield Scott against Major General Gideon J 
Pillow and Brevet Lieutenant Colonel James Duncan, captain of 
the 2d regiment of artillery, and the charges or matters of com- 

laint, presented by way of appeal, by Brevet Major General W.: 

. Worth, colonel of the 8th regiment of infantry, against Major 
General Winfield Scott; and also into any other matters connected 
with the same, as well as such other transactions as may be sub- 
mitted to the consideration of the court; and after duly investiga- 
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ting the same, the court will report the facts in each case, together 
with its opinion thereon, for the information of the President. 

The court will convene on the 18th day of February next, or as 
soon thereafter as practicable, in the castle of Perote, Mexico, 
where it will continue to hold its sittings, unless the exigencies of 
the public service may require the place to be changed, in which 
case the court is authorized to adjourn from place to place as cir- 
cumstances may render necessary, in order that no embarrassment 
to the service may be occasioned by its sessions. 

Should any of the members, named in the order, be prevented 
from attending, the court will proceed, and continue the business 
before it, provided the number of members present be within the 
limitations prescribed by law. 

First Lieutenant Richard. P. Hammond, 3d artillery, is appointed 
to act as judge advocate and recorder of the court. In case the 
judge advocate and recorder should be prevented from attending, 
or unable to discharge the duties, the court is authorized to ap- 
point some other proper person, or devolve the duties of recorder 
upon the jumor member. i 

W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 


By order. 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, January 13, 1848. 


Sin: In view of the present state of things in the army under 
your immediate command, and in compliance with the assurance 
contained in my reply to your letter of the 4th of June, wherein 
you ask to be recalled, the President has determined to relieve you 
from further duty as commanding general in Mexico. You are, 
therefore, ordered by him to turn over the command of the army 
to Major General Butler, or, in his absence, to the officer highest 
in rank with the column under you, together with all instructions 
you have received in relation to your operations and duties as gen- 
eral in chief command, and all records and papers properly be- 
longing or appertaining to the general head-quarters. 

Desirous to secure a full examination into all the matters em- 
braced in the several charges which you have presented against 
Major General Pillow and Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Duncan, as 
well as the charges or grounds of complaint presented against you 
by Brevet Major General Worth, and deeming your presence be- 
fore the court of inquiry which has been organized to investigate 
these matters indispensably necessary for this purpose, you are di- 
rected by the President to attend the said court of inquiry, where- 
ever it may hold its sittings; and when your presence before, or 
attendance upon, the court shall be no longer required, and you 
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are notified of that fact by the court, you will report in person at 
this department for further orders. 

The original papers to which you refer, as well as all others 
which it is anticipated may be wanted on the investigations, will 
be forwarded to the court of inquiry. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 


Major General WINFIELD Scorr, 
Commanding U. S. Army, Mexico. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, January 19, 1848. 


Sır: I have the honor to transmit herewith duplicates of the 
despatch and enclosures forwarded on the 13th instant by Colonel 
Conrad F. Jackson, and an order, since issued, modifying, in some 
respects, the order therewith sent for a court of inquiry. 

I omitted, in that communication, to acknowledge the receipt of 
a copy of a memoir on the revenue of the Mexican republic, trans- 
mitted by you, and received at this department on the 6th instant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, , 

W. L. MARCY, 


Secretary of War. 


Major General Scorr, 
Commanding U. S. Army, Mexico. 


No. 3 


Wan DEPARTMENT, ÅDJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Washington, January 17, 1848. 


GENERAL ORDERS, 


The following order, received from the Secretary of War, is pub- 
lished for the information and guidance of the officers concerned: 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
January 17, 1848. 


By direction of the President, the order of the 13th instant, in- 
stituting a court of inquiry, with instructions to convene in the 
castle of Perote, Mexico, on the 18th of February, is changed and 
modified by detailing Brevet Colonel Belknap, lieutenant colonel 
of the 5th regiment of infantry, a member, in place of Colonel 
Butler, 3d dragoons, relieved; and appointing Captain S. C. Ridge- 
ly, of the 4th regiment of artillery, the judge advocate and recor- 
der, in place of First Lieutenant Hammond, of the 3d regiment of 
artillery. 
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The court will assemble in the city of Puebla, on the 18th day of 
February next, or as soon thereafter as practicable, instead of the 
castle of Perote, with the same discretionary power to adjourn from 
place to place, as authorized in the original order for its institu- 


tion. 
W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 


By order: 
R. JONES, 
Adjutant General. 


No. 40. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ÁRMY, 
Mexico, December 17, 1847. 


Sin: The troop of Louisiana horse under Captain Fairchild, that 
so handsomely escorted up from Vera Cruz Mr. Doyle, the British 
chargé d’affaires, being about to return to its station, I avail myself 
of the opportunity to write to the department. 

I invite attention to my order, No. 376, and particularly to its 
seventh paragraph. Since its publication, I have seen in a slip, 
cut from a Vera Cruz newspaper, (received here by a merchant,) 
what purports to be a letter, dated the 17th ultimo, from the de- 
partment to me on the same subject. 

I have taken great pains to obtain correct information in respect 
to the production and exportation of the {precious mgtals in and 
from this country. The Mexican policy has been uniform against 
the exportation of bars and ingots, though occasionally, from want 
or cupidity, special licenses have been given, in violation of that 
sound policy, and in gross violation of the rights purchased by the 
renters of mints. "This army is also interested in the same prohi- 
bition, for if we permit the exportation of- bars and ingots, there 
will be but little domestic coinage, our draughts will soon be under 
par, and the Mexicans, from the want of a sufficient circulating 
medium, be the less able to pay the contributions which we pro- 
pose to levy*upon them through their civil authorities. 

It may further be remarked, that a duty of five per centum on 
the exportation of coins has been found more productive at the 
custom houses than a larger per centage, as that limited amount is 
something less than the risk of smuggling. 

I have already transmitted a very sensible memoir on thefinances 
of this republic, which I procured with some difficulty, and now 
send a smaller one, limited to the exportation of the preciqus met- 
als. I invite attention to those papers. 

Having just procured the voluminous report, including all the 
necessary tables, of the Mexican minister of finance for 1813, 
printed the following year, I am at present. engaged in the study 
of the documents, to enable me to publish the details supplemental 
to general orders, No. 376. That order was hastened to prevent, as 
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far as I could, payments to the federal government at Queretaro, 
Yor any part of the current month, and, with a view to an early dis- 
tribution among commanders in distant states occupied by our 
arms. 

Major General Butler’s and Lieutenant Colonel Johnston’s col- 
umns will be here to-day, to-morrow, and the next day; and ina 
week I propose to despatch one column to San Luis de Potosi. 
When, or whether, I shall have a sufficient independent force for 
Zacatecas, is yet, to me, quite uncertain. The San Luis column, 
with a view to Tampico and, in part, to Zacatecas, is the more im- 
portant, and may be enlarged to, perhaps, 7,000 men. 

The following distances from the Mexican official itineraries 
may be useful: from the capital to Queretaro, is 57 leagues, or 
142 miles; thence to Zacatecas, 282 miles—the two distances ma- 
king 424. From the capital to San Luis, is 113 leagues, or 382 
miles, (Queretaro may be avoided,) and, in continuance by that 
route, 260 miles to Tampico, or 134 to Zacatecas. Thus, from 
Mexico, via San Luis, to Tampico, is 642 miles, and to Zacatecas, 
516; whereas, the distance from Zacatecas to Tampico is but 398. 
Zacatecas, therefore, may be advantageously reached, or its trade 
opened with Tampico, via San Luis. The difficulty is, to occupy 
the state capitals of Guanajuato, &c., without passing through and 
including Queretaro, the temporary capital of the federal govern- 
ment; and I am reluctant to disturb that government whilst it con- 
tinues intent on a peace with us, without further knowledge of the 
views at Washington on the subject. That information I hope 
soon to receive; and, if in favor of covering the country, to hear 
of the approach of reinfqrcements behind the column of Brigadier 
General Marshall, now, I suppose, as far advanced as Jalapa. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, your most 
obedient servant, | | 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
To the Hon. Secretary OT Wan. 


No. 41. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Mexico, December 25, 1847. 


Sin: As I had apprehended, (in report No. 37,) Lieut. Colonel 
- Johnston's train has returned without one blanket, coat, jacket, or 
pair of pataloons, the small depot at Vera Cruz having been ex- 
hausted by the troops under Generals Patterson, Butler, and Mar- 
shall, respectively, all fresh from home or the Bressos, and, as in 
the case of other arrivals, since June, without clothing! The regi 
ments that came with me must, therefore, remain naked, or be sup- 
plied with very inferior garments, of every color and at high prices; 
as we may possibly be able to find the poor materials and cause them 
te be made up here. This disappointment may delay any distant 
expedition for many weeks; for some of the new voluntee are 


also calling for essential articles of clothing. 
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Referring again to former letters on the subject, I beg leave to 
add that every old regiment forwarded, more than a twelve month 
ago, its usual annual requisition for clothing, which has never ar- 
rived, or it has been issued as above. With excessive labor I had 
brought the old regiments—volunteers as well as regulars—favored 
by our long but necessary halts at Vera Cruz, Jalapa, and Puebla, 
to respectable degrees of discipline, instruction, conduct, and 
economy. The same intolerable work, at general head-quarters, is 
to be perpetually renewed, or all the credit heretofore acquired by 
this army for moral conduct, as well as gallantry and prowess in 
the field, will be utterly lost by new arrivals, and there is no hope 
of bringing up to the proper standard distant posts and detachments. 
These cannot be governed by any written code of orders or instruc- 
tions sent from a distance. I do not mean to accuse the reinforce- 
ments, generally, of deficiency in valor, patriotism, or moral char- 
acter, Far from it; but among all new levies, of whatever deno- 
mination, there are always a few miscreants in every hundred, 
enough, without discipline, to disgrace the entire mass, and what 
is infinitely worse—the country that employs them. My daily dis- 
tresses under this head weigh me to the earth. 

I am about to send a detachment, the 9th infantry, under Colonel 
Withers, to Pachuca, near the great mines of Real del Monte, some 
fifty miles to the northeast. There is an assay office at Pachuca, 
to which a large amount of silver bullion is soon to be b-ought, 
and if we have not troops present, the federal officers of Mexico 
will seize the assay duties to our loss. I shall send another de- 
tachment, in a few days, to occupy Toluca, the capital of this State, 
with the general object of securing the oontribution claimed for 
our military chest.—See gereral orders, No. 376, paragraph 5. I 
am nearly ready to publish the details promised in the tenth para- 
graph of that order. I have found them very difficult to obtain 
and to methodize. 

There will, I apprehend, be no difficulty in collecting at the assay 
offices and mints, within our reach, the ordinary internal dues on 
the precious metals. As to other internal dues and taxes, (not abol- 
ished by my order, No. 376,) I propose to find the net amount paid, 
to the federal government, for example, by the State of Vera Caz, 
for 1843, and to assess that sum, in mass, upon the State, to be paid 
into our military chest, a twelfth at the end of every month, by 
the State government, and so of the other States which are or may 
be occupied by our troops. Each State will be required to collect 
the amount claimed, according to the federal assessment for the 
year 1843, under certain penalties, which may be the seizure, with- 
out payment, of the supplies needed for the support of the occupa- 
tion, and particularly the property of the State functionaries, legis- 
lative and executive, with the imprisonment of their persons, &c., 
&c., &c. "The fear 1s, those functionaries may abdicate, and leave 
the States without governments. In such event, the like penalties 
will be, so far as practicable, enforced. 

The success of the system—on the details of which I am now, 
with ample materials, employed—depends on our powers of con- 
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ciliation. With steady troops, I should not doubt the result; but 
the great danger lies in the want of that quality on the part of the 
new reinforcements, including the recruits of the old regiments. 
The average number of disorders and crimes, always committed by 
undisciplined men, with inexperienced officers, may destroy the 
best concerted plans, by exasperating the inhabitants and rendering 
the war, on their part, national, interminable, and desperate. 

It will be perceived that I do not propose to seize the ordinary 
State or city revenues, as that would, in my humble judgment, be 
to make war on civilization, as no community can escape absolute 
anarchy without civil government, and all government must have 
some revenue for its support. I shall take care, however, to see 
that the means tollected within any particular State or city, for 
that purpose, are moderate and reasonable. i 

It cannot be doubted that there is a considerable party in this 
country in favor of annexing it entire to the United States. How 
far that desire may be reciprocated at home, I know not and it 
would be impertinent in a soldier to inquire. I am here (whilst I 
remain) to execute the military orders of my government. But, as 
a soldier, I suppose it to be my duty to offer a suggestion on the 
subject, founded on professional and local knowledge, that may not 
occur to the minds of statesmen. 

Annexation and military occupation would be, if we maintain 
the annexation, one and the same thing, as to the amount of force 
to be employed by us; for if, after the formal act, by treaty or 
otherwise, we should withdraw our troops, it cannot be doubted 
that all Mexico, or rather the active part thereof, would again re- 
lapse into a permanent state of revolution, beginning with one 
against annexation. The great mass of this people have always 
been passive under every form of government that has prevailed in 
the country, and the turbulent minority, divided into ins and outs, 
particularly the military demagogues, are equally incapable of self- 
government, and delight in nothing but getting power by revolu- 
tion, and abusing that power when obtained. 

I still entertain the belief that propositions, looking to a peace, 
will be submitted by the incoming government here, in all the next 
month; but that any concession of boundaries, satisfactory to the 
United States, would, on the withdrawment of our forces, create a 
revolt or the overthrow of that government, .with a nullification 
of the treaty, I hold to be events more than probable. In the mean 
time it would be highly advantageous to me, officially, to have an 
early intimation of the views of our government as to the terms of 
a treaty that would now be satisfactory, only to prevent a wrong 
distribution of the troops in respect to those unknown views. 

I have received no unacknowledged communication from the de- 
partment. The letter of the 17th ultimo, published, as I have 
heretofore mentioned, in a Vera Cruz newspaper, has not come to 
hand, but I am daily expecting a mail up from that city. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, your obedient 
servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Ta the Hon. Secretary or Wan. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ÁRMY, : 
No. 376. Mexico, December 15, 1847. 


1. This army is about to spread itself over and to occupy the 
the republic of Mexico, until the latter shall sue for peace on 
terms acceptable to the government of the United States. 

2. On the occupation of the principal point or points in any 
State, the payment to the federal government of this republic of 
all taxes or dues, of whatever name or kind, heretofore—say, in 
the year 1844—payable or collected by that government, is abso- 
lutely prohibited, as all such taxes dues will be demanded of 
the proper civil authorities for the support of the army of occu- 

ation. I 

3. The State and federal district of Mexico being already so oc- 
cupied,as well as the States of Vera Cruz, Puebla, and Tamaulipas, 
the usual taxes or dues, heretofore contributed by the same to the 
federal government, will be considered as due and payable to this 
army from the beginning of the present month, and will early be 
demanded of the civil authorities of the said States and districts, 
under rules and penalties which shall be duly announced and en- 
forced. 

4. Other States of this republic, as the Californias, New Mexico, 
Chihuahua, Coahuila, New Leon, &c., &c., already occupied by 
the forces of the United States, though not under the immediate 
orders of the general-in-chief, will conform to the prescriptions of 
this order, except in such State or States where a different system 
has been adopted with the sanction of the government at Wash- 
ington. : 

3 The internal taxes or dues referred to are : 1. Direct taxes; 
2. Duties on the production of gold and silver; 3. Melting and 
assaying dues; 4. The tobacco rent; 5. The rent of stamped paper; 
6. The rent on the manufacture of playing cards; and 7. The rent 
of post offices. 

6. The rent of national lotteries is abolished, lotteries being 
hereby prohibited. | 

7. Import and export duties, at the ports of the republic, will 
remain as fixed by the government of the United States, except 
that the exportation of gold and silver in bars or ingots (plafa y 
ora en pasta) is prohibited until the further instructions of that 
government on the subject. i 

8. All imported articles, goods, or commodities, which have once 

aid, or given sufficient security for the payment of, duties to the 

nited States, at any port of entry of the republic, shall not again 
be burdened with any tax or duty in any part of this repWblic oc- 
eupied by the forces of the United States. 

0. The levying of duties on the transit of animals, goods, or 
eommodities, whether of foreign or domestic growth, from one 
State of this republic to another, or on entering or leaving the gate 
of any city within the republic, will, from and after the beginning 
of the ensuing year, be prohibited as far as the United States 
forces may have the power to enforce the prohibition. Other and 
equitable meang to a moderate extent, mast be resorted to by the 
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several State and city authorities, for the necessary support of their 
respective governments. 


10. The tobacco, playing card, and stamped paper rents will be 


placed, for three, six, or twelve months, under contract with the 
highest bidders, respectively, for the several States—the State and 
federal district of Mexico being considered as one. Accordingly, 
offers or bids for those rents within each State, or any one of them, 
are invited. They will be sent in as early as possible, sealed, to 
the head-quarters of commanders of departments, except fcr the 
federal district and State of Mexico. For the two latter, the offers 
or bids will be addressed to the general-in-chief. | 
10. Further details for the execution of the foregoing system of 
governmcnt and revenue will soon be given in general orders. 
By command of Major General Scott: ‘ 


l I A4. A. A o 


, ! 
Memoir on the exportation of the precious metals; transmitted by 
. General Scott. 


The government of the United States proposes that their forces 
should occupy the Mexican republic, and raise in said country the 
means to meet the expenses of the occupation. To obtain this ob- 
ject, it appears convenient that said resources should be raised: so 
as to interfere as little as possible with the existing interests of 
foreign as well as of native residents; for if any measure calcu- 
lated to involve the ruin of part or the whole of ‘said interests was 
taken, there is little or no doubt that the results would be as inju- 
rious to the interests of the United States as to those ef the 


country, for the destiny of both interests, in case of occupation, is ' 


to link together. It appears that this recommendation, besides 
being fully justified by a sound policy, will also be the means of 
facilitating the organization of a financial system, and ultimately 
lead to the increase of the revenue. "These observations are par- 
ticularly applicable to the exportation duties on gold or silver in 
bars, or gold or silver coined. 

The exportation of gold and silver in bars has been prohibited 
in this country by all the tariffs that have existed either under the 
Spanish or Mexican government; and although licenses of exporta- 
tion, to a small amount, have every now and then been granted, 


the prohibition has been the rule, and the exportation the excep- 
tion, until the Mexican government, having rented all their mints, 


but two, to foreign companies, has taken the solemn engagement 
not to give any more licenses of exportation. Asit may easily be 
supposed, this engagement of giving no new licenses of exporta- 
tion has been the principal basis on which the companies have 
relied to make their contracts, and the principal inducement for 
them to advance the rent as they have done. It is not known 
what policy will be adopted by the United States respecting neu- 
16 
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tral interests in Mexico, in case the country should be occupied by 
their armies; but too high an opinion is entertained of the justice 
of their government to admit, for a moment, the possibility of such 
interests being sacrificed and ruined, when no direct benefit could 
be derived from such a measure for the United States, and when, 
on the contrary, it might be injurious to them, as it may be ex- 
plained. One of the principal objects which the American gov- 
ernment must have in view to obtain resources from this country, 
is to facilitate the circulation of specie; prohibiting the exporta- 
tion of bars, as it has been the case heretofore; to have them 
coined is undoubtedly the best means to obtain it. A bar of silver 
or gold is a dead, unproductive capital, until it is converted into 
current specie; and all the time it lies in the chest of a banker or 
merchant, fora convoy to export it, it occasions a loss to the 
public wealth. . In a country where communications are so difh- 
cult, the loss that we speak of is of no small importance. Keep- 
. ing up the prohibitory system interferes with no existing interest 
here; on the contrary, allowing the exportation interferes with 
large neutral interests engaged in the mints, whose coinage 
amounts to $15,000,000 yearly. With regard to revenues, and ad- 
mitting that the States decide upon levying an export duty on 
precious metals, it will be the same whether this duty is levied 
on gold and silver in bars, and coined gold or silver, or on coined 
specie alone, for the amount of those duties will be the same. It 
would, therefore, not be a wise policy, that which, instead of 
. adopting a measure calculated to create sympathies hy respecting 
existing interests, would enforce one calculated to have the con- 
trary effect, when no direct benefit would be obtained from it. 

The tariff given by the United States for the Mexican ports al- 
lows the free exportation of gold and silver, either in bars or 
coined. Although it has been done perhaps with a liberal view, it 
would seem that the measure was taken to hostilize the Mexican 
government, preventing thus any advance from being made to said 
government on future export duties on silver or gold, and depriv- 
ing him of that resource. However, who would benefit by the 
free exportation of gold and silver? It is well known that nothing 
finds its own level, respecting prices, as soon as the precious 
metals; and, therefore, as soon as the free exportation should have 
been carried into effect, there would have been in the exchange on 
England, France, and the United States, a difference equivalent to 
the duties taken off on the precious metals. The free exportation 
would apparently have been advantageous to none but the miners; 
apparently is the word; for it is evident that the higher prices ob- 
tained by them at first, would have gradually come down until 
they were on a level with those obtained in Europe, and ulti- 
mately would have become lower than they are to-day; for it is ` 
not to be doubted that the free exportation of bars, partially or to- 
tally, occasioning the ruin of the mints, coined specie would have 
disappeared from circulation, and that the miners would have been, 
for the sale of their produce, entirely at the mercy of the specu- 
lators, whilst the exportation being prohibited, the mints are 
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obliged to pay them at any time a fixed price for their gold and 
silver, which cannot be altered. We have not to look very far 
back to give a proof of what we state. From 1813 to 1816, du- 
ring the war of the independence, the marc of silver which was 
paid by the mint of Mexico—the only one existing then in the 
country—at the rate of $9 per marc of pure silver, was bought in 
nearly all the mineral districts, especially in Zacatecas and Guan- 
axuata, which produce most, at $5; and the specie became so 
scarce that most miners had to stop their works on account of the 
impossibility of paying the miners. | 

Establishing a protecting duty on the exportation of bars, so as 
to make exportation of coined specie more advantageous, appears 
to be a useless measure; for if there is more advantage to export 
specie, it is clear enough that bars will be left in the country tobe 
coined. Why, then, alter the measure which has been taken to 
protect the mints, and change the prohibition of exportation for 
a protecting duty, when the same result is to be obtained, and 
when allowing exportation of bars, at a certain rate, will lead to 
no other result than to serve as a veil to cover a considerable 
fraud in the export duties? It is, therefore, evident that it is more 
convenient to let the prohibition of exportation of silver and gold 
in bars subsist, inasmuch as no direct benefit can be derived for the 
United States by deviating from this system, and also as it isa 
sanction given to guaranties granted to neutral interests. 

If the occupation of the country is decided upon, the policy of 
the United States will not be the same as that adopted at the time 
V era Cruz was taken; for they will require to raise a resource from 
the country, and unless a less vexatious or unliberal system can be 
found to replace the produce yielded, by the export duties on silver 
and gold coined, these duties must continue to be levied. 

All questions where precious metals are concerned are exces- 
sively delicate, and ought to be treated with the greatest care and 
with a profound knowledge of them and of the country where 
such questions are discussed. For it is seen that the free exporta- 
tion of gold and silver in bars from this country, which, at first 
sight, appears to be a well calculated liberal measure, would have 
no other result than to ruin the mints, and in consequence, to ruin 
the mining interest; which, of course, would create a very serious 
disturbance in the public wealth. | 

The duties on silver, coined since 1843, were divided in circula- 
tion duties and export duties; thefirst was 4 per cent. levied on the 
specie going from the interior to the seaports, and the second was 
6 per cent. levied on the specie exported. The circulation duty 
proved to be a very impolitic measure, as it materially interfered 
with the circulation of specie; and the sudden raising of export 
duty from 31 to 6 per cent., encouraged contraband to such an ex- 
tent that the revenues seriously suffered from it. It would, there- 
fore, be advisable to suppress altogether the circulation duty, and 
reduce the export duty to5 per cent., which on $20,000,000, would 
produce $1,000,000, yearly. 
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Correspondence between Major General Scott and the archbishop of 
Mexico, respecting the release of Mexican prisoners of war. 


[ Translation. } 


ECCLESIASTICAL GOVERNMENT OF THE 
ARcHBiSHOPRIC OF Mexico. 


Mexico, November 5, 1847. 


Most ExcELLENT Sin: The respect which your excellency has 
manifested to the Mexican church, (of which I am the unworthy 
head,) in calling upon me, hasinduced me to take advantage of the 
favorable disposition of your excellency to ask a favor which will 
perpetuate your memory, and will make known to the faithful mem- 
bers of my diocess the feeling of benevolence which you entertain 
towards them. 

A multitude of fathers, wives, children, brotkers, and other re- 
lations of the prisoners who are now confined, under the order of 
your excellency, loudly entreat their liberty; and the prisoners 
themselves vchemently lament the many evils which their confine- 
ment has brought down upon their families, who depend upon them 
for subsistence, and who, consequently, are reduced to misery, and 
in many cases to an absolute state of indigence. Were there any 
important political reason why these prisoners should not be liber- 
ated, I should not have been so bold as to ask it, but their numbers 
is small, and distributed, as they will be, in different parts of the 
republic, their importance must be insignificant. 

I ask their liberty, not only because it is a duty of my office, but 
my heart also impels me to solicit some real consolation for these 
unfortunate men whom the fates of war have reduced to so lament- 
able a condition. And, as if they were sheep of the flock most es- 
pecially entrusted to my care, I consider myself called upon to use 
my utmost endeavors in their favor, because in that character they 
have a right to demand my pastoral and most tender care. For the 
same reason, I wish to imitate the example of so many illustrious 
prelates, who, before now, have lent their good offices(not without 
success,) in cases of the same nature. Neither would I hesitate to 
constitute myself a prisoner in their stead, and willingly I would 
be the ransom of their liberty, as my faith obliges me even to be 
anathematized for the sake of my brethren. In our days, the brave 
General Lamoriciere, by the mediation of the bishop of Algiers, 
obtained the liberty:of a considerable number of French prisoners 
from the barbarous Abdel Kader, and I take the liberty to recallto 
your excellency this notable trait of benevolence and magnanimity 
on the part of a man who is ignorant of the duties of Christian 
charity. General Scott, doubtless, has a heart equally noble and 
generous, nor to his Christian character, will be indifferent the me- 
diation of a Catholie archbishop who entreats your excellency, in 
the name of the church which he governs, to grant this favor. It 
is difficult to believe that after so many proofs of philanthropy, 
your excellency will not lend yourself to an act of clemency and 
generosity which the church will remember as a great favor, and 
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the annals of history as one of those noble actions peculiar to re- 
publican countries. 

I entreat God Almighty to preserve your excellency many years, 
` and to incline your heart to grant to the Mexican prisoners the pre- 
cious gift of liberty. 

I am, with respect, the servant of your excellency, who loves you 


in Jesus Christ. 2 
e JUAN MANUAL, 
Archbishop of Cesarea. 
To the most excellent Don WinriELD Scott, I 
Major General and Commander-in-chief of the army 
of the U. S. of the north, in .Mezico. 


[Reply.] 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY OF THE U. S. 
Mexico, November 10, 1847. 


SiR : The request of your grace, on the part of the holy church 
of which you are the head, that I should release, on parole, the 
prisoners of war remaining in the hands of the American army, is 
entitled to the highest consideration. 

I beg to state what have been, heretofore, my practice and en- 
deavors on the subject of prisoners in this unhappy war between. 
the United States and Mexico. 

Át Vera Cruz, I very willingly stipulated that the Mexican gar- 
rison should be permitted to return to their respective homes on 
parole, although I had it in power to reduce the garrisons to uncon- 
ditional submission. 

At Cerro Gordo, the Mexican prisoners who surrendered at dis- 
cretion to the army under my command, were voluntarily and 
promptly paroled by me. 

am sorry to say, that many of the officers and men released on 
those occasions, encouraged by the late Mexican authorities, are 
known to have violated their paroles. 

Of the prisoners captured by the army in the basin of Mexico, 
not an officer remains .n confinenfent, except one who openly afowed 
his intention to resume arms against us, if left at large. Several of 
the general 'officers, who happened to be members of the supreme 
„ J voluntarily discharged without exchange and without 
parole., 

July 12, from Puebla, I addressed a communication to the 
Mexican minister of foreign relations, demanding the release of cer- 
tain American prisoner of war, taken from the army of the Rio 
Grande, who had been exchanged by agreement between Generals 
Taylor and Santa Anna, immediately after the battle of Buena 
Vista or Angostura, but who were still held in close confinement 
contrary to that agreement; and at the same time, I proposed that 
commissioners should be appointed on the part of the two armies, 
to agree upon a cartel for the general treatment and exchange of 
all prisoners of war in future. To this communication I received an 
evasive reply, when I addressed another to that minister, dated the 
20th of the same month. It is singulartk:* +s only reply received 
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to my second communication I found bere, in the palace, enveloped, 
sealed and addressed to me, bearing date August. 

In the armistice, agreed upon by the belligerents, in August, 
there was a stipulation (article 8) for the immediate release of the 
same American prisoners mentioned above. But this stipulation 
was also evaded and wholly neglected by the Mexican government, 
and I have since, on terms very disadvantageous to the United 
States, been obliged to exclfange for the officeis of that party who 
were confined at Toluca. The rank and file of the same party 
were, at the time, confined at some place far in the direction oí 
Tampico. I learn, unofficially, that they have been recently per- 
mitted toereturn home by the way of that port. 

But the application of your grace comes to me under sanctions 
too high to be neglected. 

I therefore beg to say, that if your grace will have the „ 
to appoint some dignitary of the church to visit the Mexican 
prisoners of war (rank and file, or common men;) now confined in 
this capital, and explain to them the customs and usages of war in 
such cases, viz: that prisoners, released on parole, are always put to 
. death, if taken in arms against the same belligerents before being 
duly exchanged; and add the solemn admonition of the church 
against the violation of their paroles, I will, immediately, under 
that holy sanction, cause the said prisoners to be released on parole, 
so that they may return to their respective families, friends, and 
peaceful occupations. 

_ I have the honor, &c. 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


To the most illustrious ArcuBrisuop of Mexico. 


[ Translation.] 


EEccLESIASTICAL GOVERNMENT OF THE 
ARCHBISHOPRIC OF Mexico, 


e | | Mexico, December 16, 1847. 


Most ExcELLENT Sir: The undersigned has the honor to inform 
yotr excellency that he is willing to fulfil all th& conditions, as 
laid down in your considerate note of November 10th, in which 
your excellency had the generosity to offer to place at liberty 
the Mexican prisoners. "Therefore, I have only to beg 'that your 
excellency will be pleased to name the day and hour at which 
I will go personally to administer the requisite oath, and thereby 
obtain their liberty; an action which, I repeat to your excellency, 
will remain eternally engraved on the records of the Mexican 
church, and on the heart of the undersigned, who assures yeur ex- 
cellency of his respect and consideration. 

May God our Lord preserve your excellency many years. 

l JUAN MANUEL, 
Archbishop of Cesarea. 
To his excellency the GENERAL-IN-CHIEF 
Of the Army of the United States. 
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| HEAD QUARTERS OF THE ÁRMY, 
Z | Sg Mezico, December 21, 1847. 


Most ILLVSsTRIOus AND REVEREND SIR: In reference to the letter 
of a grace, of the 16th instant, which I had the honor to receive, 
and the acknowledgment of which has been unavoidably and most 
reluctantly delayed, I now beg leave to say, if acceptable, that I 
will, to-morrow, at meridian, cause Lieutenant Colonel Hitchcock, 
inspector general of this army, with the general officer of the day, 
to be present at the acordada of this city, then and there, on my 
part, to carry out the humane arrangement heretofore contemplated 

y the parties to this correspondence, in respect to the Mexican 
prisoners of war confined in that place, excepting the officer 
alluded to in my reply to your grace, dated the 10th ultimo. 

If the time appointed above be acceptable, a simple message té 
that effect will be sufficient.“ 

ç I have the honor, &c. &c. 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

To the AncuBisuop of Cesarea, &c. &c. &c. 


[Translation.] 


ECCLESIASTICAL GOVERNMENT OF THE 
ARCHBISHOPRIC oF Mexico, 


Mexico, December 23, 1847. 


Most ExcELLENT Sir: The undersigned has the honor to inform 
your excellency that yesterday morning he administered the oath 
to the prisoners, to the number of eight hundred and odd, to whom 
he addressed the exhortation, a copy of which is herewith enclosed, 
and at the same time gave to each a safeguard which exempts the 
bearer from being obligéd to serve in the present or other cam- 
paigns, unless exchanged in the manner prescribed by the laws of 
war. Your excellency having fulfilled your part by giving them 
their liberty, nóthing now remains for me to do, except to give 
your excellency the thanks which are due, in the name of the holy 
church, of the prisoners, and of him who respectfully subscribes 
this communication. 

May God our Lord preserve your excellency many years. 

UAN MANUEL, 
Archbishop of Cesarea. - 
To his excellency the GENERAL-IN-CHIEF 
Of the Army of the United States. 


The foregoing are true copies. 
T. WILLIAMS, Asd-de-camp. 
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[Translation.] 
OATH. 


Do you swear before God our Lord and on this Holy Cross, that 
you will not take up arms during the present war, unless duly ex- - 
changed? “ Yes, I swear.” Should you keep your oath may God 
reward you; if not, may he call you to an account. 


Beloved children in Jesus Christ: | 


By the oath which you have just taken before me, and in which 
you have taken the Lord as witness, you have solemnly promised 
e that you will not take up arms, during the present campaign [war] 
against the North American troops; it is a binding oath which, con- 
scientiously, and under pain of sinning, you are obliged to keep 
until such a time, when, being duly exchanged, you will be able to 
take up arms, should circumstances require it. I could prove to 
you by thousands of authorities and reasons, how detestable is a 
sinner, and the severe punishments, (even temporal,) by which the 
Lord has made manifest how much he hates those who profane the 
holy name of God; how abominable to him are those who proffer 
with the mouth promises which they are determined not to keep, 
and, finally, the curses and anathemas with which the Holy Scrip- 
tures are filled against those who, with deceitful lips, either swear 
falsely or are determined not to keep their oaths. 

In the present case there is even more, for those who again take 
up arms, unless duly exchanged, are liable to be put to death 
should they fall into the hands of the enemy; and according to the 
laws and usages of war, should that happen, such a course could 

not be attributed to cruelty. 

I, in the name of the Mexican church, requested your absolute 
liberty, and even offered, myself to be a prisoner in your stead, and 

now that I have obtained it, although on conditions of your 
taking the oath, I will give, in the name of the Holy Apostolical 
Roman Catholic church, and in your name, the thanks which are 
due to the general-in-chief for his consideration and deference. 

I therefore trust that you will be faithful to your oath until the 
time when, under better auspices, you will recover your rights as 
freemen and Mexican citizens. Let not the fear of being obliged, 
by force, to perjure yourselves, make you hesitate, for I am certain 
.that our supreme government will respect your position and the 
promi that binds you. This I affirm to you on my word, sacred 

y my high office and faithful because it has never lied or deceived. 
Go forth, then, with joy and content, beloved children, for you have 
deserved well of your country, for you fulfilled your duty by de- 
fending it until made prisoners. Go forth, and return to the peace- 
ful bosom of your families and maintain them with the fruits of 
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Ze labor, and teach to your children that patriotism of which, 
y the fortune of war, you have been illustrious victims. 
This is the advice and exhortation of your father, who blesses 
you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Gost. 
THE ARCHBISHOP OF CESAREA. 


À true copy. | | 
| T. WILLIAMS, Aid-de-camp. 


Gobierno Ecclesiastico del Arzobispado. 


[ Translation. ] 


This attests that "was sworn on this day, and incurred thé 
obligation not to take up arms, during the present war, against the 
troops of thé army of the United States, without being previously 
exchanged; and, for his security, I have signed it at Mexico this 


22d December, 1847. 
DR. JOSI BRANLIO SAGACETA, 
Secretario. 
EL ARZOoB1SPO DE CESAREA. 


Gobierno del Distrit Federal. 


[ Translation.) 


This document is ratified by the undersigned, as governor of the 
federal district, Mexico, December 22, 1847. 
LIC. LEANDRO ESTRADA, 
| Secretario. 
MAxuEL R. VERAMENDI. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, .March 11, 1848. 


SIR: On receiving your despatch of the 25th of December last, 
wherein you express your disappointment at not finding a supply 
of clothing at Vera Cruz, I referred to the quartermaster general 
the part of your letter relating to the subject. 1 herewith send 
you his reply. | 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Major General Scorr, &c., &c., &c. 
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QUARTERMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, ` 
Washingten City, February 18, 1848. 


Sır: In reply to the complaint of General Scott, in his despatch 
of the 25th of December, that Lieutenant Colonel Johnson's train 
had returned without one blanket, coat, jacket, or pair of pantaloons, 
the small depot at Vera Cruz having been exhausted by the troops 
under Generals Patterson, Butler and Marshall, respectively, all 
fresh from home, I have the honor to state that if the facts are as 
set forth by General Scott, the responsibility lies at other doors 
than mine. Understanding fully his views and wishes, I made am- 
ple provision for the old corps under his command; those corps, I 
believe, never exceeded in the aggregate seven thousand men; to 
supply them, I placed in depót at Vera Cruz eleven thousand forage 
caps; fourteen thousand wool jackets, and four thousand cotton 
jackets; fifteen thousand flannel shirts, and seventeen thousand cot- 
ton shirts; eighteen thousand pairs of wool overalls, and four thou- 
sand pairs of cotton overalls; seventeen thousand pairs of flannel 
drawers; thirty-seven thousand pairs of bootees, (I ordered fifty 
thousand pairs;) twenty-seven thousand pairs of stockings; two 
thousand four hundred great coats, and nine thousand two hundred 
blankets. These supplies were all sent to Vera Cruz previous to 
the 30th of June. | 

I made no provision for the volunteers, for you are well aware 
I had nota single cent that I could legally apply to the purchase 
of clothing for them. If the generals named by General Scott ex- 
hausted the clothing placed in depót at Vera Cruz, by applying it 
to the use of their respective commands, they acted in violation of 
the 36th article of war, and the general should hold them account- 
able. | 

It is known here that several thousand suits of clothing, sent to 
New Orleans and Mexico for the old army, have been issued to the 
new regiments and to volunteers; but General Scott is mistaken in 
supposing that the depót at Vera Cruz was entirely exhausted by 
those issues; for I h.ve official information that as late as the 6th 
of December, some time after Lieutenant Colonel Johnson's train 
left Vera Cruz, there still remained in the depót at that post, eight 
thousand forage caps; three thousand nine hundred wool coats and 
jackets; and six thousand nine hundred cotton jackets; nineteen 
hundred wool, and seven thousand seven hundred cotton overalls; 
twenty seven hundred flannel, and thirteen thousand seven hundred 
cotton shirts; fifteen thousand six hundred pairs of drawers; two 
thousand sevep hundred great coats, and seven thousand blankets; 
and eleven thousand pairs of bootees. : 

If the volunteers and new regiments went to Mexico without the 
proper supplies, that was the fault of those who commanded them. 
General Butler, I understand, was specially directed to superintend 
the organization, equipment and movement of the volunteer force. 
It was his business, not mine, to see thatthey were properly clothed 
and supplied; and neither he, General Patterson, nor General 
Marshall, had any right to take for their commands the supplies I 
had placed at Vera Cruz for General Scott's old regiments. 
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For the new regiments I had made timely arrangements, and 
would have sent to Vera Cruz, in November, a large supply of cloth- 
ing, but I received in October a report from Captain Irwin, the 
acting quartermaster general of General Scott's army, dated at the 
city of Mexico the 27th of September, of which the following is an 
extract: “I have now a thousand people engaged in making clothing 
the quality of the material is not so good as our own, and the price 
on the average is fifty per cent higher. Still, supposing the road 
between this and Vera Cruz to be entirely open, I think the govern- 
ment will lose little if anything by purchasing here. I shall be 
able to fill, in a very short time, every requisition which has been 
made on me, with clothing, which though not exactly of our uniform, 
will be comfortable and good.“ 

This information, sir, was from a man who not only knew how 
to supply an army, by putting into requisition all the resources of 
the country around him, but was better qualified to command a 
large army than most of .your generals in the field. The report of 
Captain Irwin delayed my action here, but in December, I ordered 
from Philadelphia a supply of clothing sufficient for the whole 
army, regulars and volunteers. | 

To enable me to do this,I have been obliged to apply, on my own 
responsibility, three hundred and sixty-eight thousand dollars of 
the funds of the quartermaster's department to the purchase of 
clothing, and to authorize purchases to be made on credit, which 
have been paid for by bills drawn on me at ninety days; which I 
have accepted, hoping Congress, by making an appropriation, will 
enable me to meet them by the time they become due. 

I have the honor to be sir, your obedient servant, 
TH. S. JESUP, 
Quartermaster General, 
The Hon. WM. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of War, Washington City. 


No. 42. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Mexico, January 6, 1848. 


Sin: Nothing of interest has occurred since my report of the 26th 
ultimo, not even the arrival of a mail; but a private conveyance 
brought up yesterday a letter from Brigadier General Marshall, 
representing that he was at Jalapa the 22d ultimo, with a column 
of troops, (number not given,) one-half of whom were on the sick 
report, with measles and diarrhea, and that he had sent back his 
train to Vera Cruz for medicines and other supplies. He gave no 
day for the recommencement of his march. 

The number on the sick report, in this basin, is also great. In a 
total of 14,964, we have only 11,162 ** for duty." The measles are 
rife ameng the new volunteers. l | 

Colonel Withers, with the 9th infantry, occupied Pachuca, 


- 
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quietly, more than a week ago. Brigadier General Cadwalader, 
with the remainder of his brigade, will march for Lerma and 
Toluca (State capital, 38 miles off, in a direction opposite to Pa- 
chuca) to-day. The general object in occupying the three cities 
1$, to commence levying the assessments for the last month, and, 
through them, to enforce peace. 

Please see copies of general orders, Nos. 395 and 8, herewith. 

The tobacco monopoly I have thought it necessary to abolish. It 
would be worthless without a prohibition of the plant at the cus- 
tom-houses, and I doubted whether our government, considerin 
the interests of some five of our own tobacco growing States, woul 
prohibit the importation. Again, to protect the monopoly, includ- 
ing licenses to cultivators, would require a host of excisemen. 
Probably a reasonable duty on importation will give larger met 
receipts, for a year or two, than could be derived, in that time, 
from any monopoly, however strictly enforced. 

Like difficulties, in management, caused me to relinquish to the 
Mexican States, respectively, the stamped paper and playing card 
monopolies. More than a substitute will be found in the quadru- 
pling of the direct assessments on the States. 

From the want of sufficient numbers to send, at once, columns of 
5,000 men each, to Zacatecas and San Louis de Potosi, respectively, 
I next proposed to despatch to the latter place a force of 7,000, 
which would be sufficient to open the channel of commerce between 
Tampico and Zacatecas, a distance of 391 miles, and, by the oper- 
ation, double, perhaps, the receipts at that sea port, as well as the 
interior dues on the precious metals. The commercial wealth of 
Durango would soon fall into the same channel. But assuming 
7,000 men as the minimum force for this neighborhood, including 
the capital, Chapultepec, Pachuca, Lerma, and Toluca, I am obliged 
to wait for further reinforcements to make up the one column for 
San Luis. The delay of Brigadier General Marshall, who had been 
expected daily for nearly a week, is, therefore, quite a vexatious 
disappointment. Possibly before his arrival—should the measles 
here have earlier subsided—I may risk a column of 5,000 men, 
leaving, for a time, two intermediate posts vacant, and instruct the 
commander (Major General Butler) to take into his sphere of opera- 
tions a part of the forces belonging to the base of the Rio Grande. 
A detachment moving upon Tula, and, perhaps, leaving Victoria to 
the left, might c«-operate very advantagequsly with the forces at 
the new centre, San Luis, and without endangering the line 0 
Monterey, in which direction, it is supposed, the Mexicans cannot 
have any formidable number of organized troops. To concert the 
double movement, by correspondence, would be the principal dith- 
culty; but ample discretion would be allowed in my gener 
instructions. U 

Many of the States of this republic, on account of their remote 
ness from the common centre, sparseness of population, an 
inability to pay more than a trifle in the way of contributions, 87€ 
not worth being occupied. Their influence on the question 9 
peace or war is, proportionally, inconsiderable. As reinforcements 
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arrive, I shall therefore endeavor to occupy only the more popu- 
. lous and wealthy States. 

Most of the mints (all but two, I learn) have been farmed by for- 
eigners for terms of years, (unexpired,) on the payment of large 
sums in advance. The principal mint (here) is in the hands of the 
. British consul gene:al, who paid down about $200,000, in February 
last, for his term of ten years, and contracted to pay, currently, one 
per centum on the amount of coinage. I suppose myself bound to 
respect such contracts until otherwise instructed. Other mints 

pay, I am informed, one and a half per cenfum on the money turned 
° out. Hence a direction in general orders, No. 395, to examine the 
contracts between the Mexican goyernment and the several mints. 
Those not under contract will be assessed as heretofore, 

By two conveyances I am expecting mails up, from Vera Cruz, 
in two and four days. I am anxious to receive the views of the 
department on several points of importance to me in this command. 

he new federal executive and congress are, as yet, not installed. 
Both, it is believed, will be strongly inclined lo a peace. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, your most 
obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

To the honorable the Secretary or War. 


[Supplemental to general orders No. 376.] 
e 


GENERAL ORDERS, | HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
No 395. Mexico, December 31, 1847. 


1. To support, in part, the military occupation of the republic of 
Mexico by the army of the United States, the several States of this 
republic, already occupied, and others as they shall become occu- 
pied, are or will be assessed, by the year, in dollars, as follows: 


Chihuahulk˖ aa ꝑ „„ 849, 188 
Coahu il 5,657 
Chiapas 21,692 
Durango 85,556 
Guanaj auto 255,576 
Jalisco............ ege ANEREN sas Ae 206,005 
Mexico, State and Federal district..................... 068,332 
Michoackee nnn 287,712 
Nuevo Leon. ꝶ 50,437 
Gal 84180 
Puebla. 424, 276 
Querétar ooo. 85,944 
San Luis cese eee esee ees es e sawa ĩ 111,260 
Sinaloa. sese see enhn esso t... 93,924 
Sonoraaͤa kk 5,000 
Tabasco „ 59,060 
Tamaulipass . 715332 
Viera Grun (18 
Zacatecas and Aguascalientes, reunited ...... 240,076 
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2. This assessment is the quadruple of the direct taxes paid by 
the several States to their federal government, in the year 1843 or 
1844. But, on the other hand, all transit duties, (alcabalas y dere- 
chos de internacion) heretofore payable at the gates of cities, and 
on passing the lines between States, have been abolished, together 
with national lotteries. Thetobacco monopoly will also be abolished 
from and after the present year. The cultivation 'and the sale of 
that plant shall, thereafter, be free; save any duty that the United 
States may have imposed, or shall hereafter impose, on the impor- 
tation of tobacco through custom-houses at Mexican ports occu- 
pied by this army. And the receipts of the post offices, together 
with the playing card and stamped paper monopolies, are relin- 
quished to the State governments respectively. 

3. The governors and the members of legislatures in the different 
States, and all collecting officers, now in commission, and hereto- 
fore charged with the collection of the federal dues of any kind, 
will be, individually, held responsible in their persons and property 
for the collection and full payment of this assessment; one-twelfth 
monthly, at the usual State capitals respectively, or other place or 
places, within the same, as may be appointed by the United States 
commander within each State. 

4. The assessment on each State that may hereafter be occupied 
as above, shall be considered as due from the first day of the 
month within which the occupation may take place, in order to 
avoid all calculations founded on days less than a month. Hence 
no credit will be allowed a State for any payment previously made 
to the federal government, or its officers, for any part of a month 
within which the State shall have been occupied by the American 
forces. In the States already so occupied, the assessments will be 
considered as having commenced with the present month, and be 
demanded accordingly. 

5. In payment of the money assessment, any State may substi- 
tute, in whole or in part, at a fair valuation, with the consent of 
the United States commanding officer therein, such articles of sub- 
sistence and forage as may be, found convenient to the two parties. 

6. On the failure of any State to pay its assessments, its func- 
tionaries, as above, will be seized and imprisoned, and their prop- 
erty seized, registered, reported, and converted to the use of the 
occupation, in strict accordance to the general regulations of this 
army. No resignation or abdication of office by any of the said 

Mexican functionaries shall excuse one of them from any of the 
above obligations or penalties. ° 

7. If the foregoing measures should fail to enforce the regular 
payment, as above, from any State, the commanding officer of the 
United States forces within the same will immediately proceed to 
collect, in money or in kind, from the wealthier inhabitants other 
than neutral friends, within his reach, the amount of the assessment 
due from the State; taking care, always, to make the collection 8$ 
equitably and savingly as practicable, and to report the amount 
forcibly levied to the next superior officer of this army. Any 
waste or wanton injury committed in these operations, as well as 
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all fraud and corruption, shall be rigorously prosecuted before a 
tribunal of the army. 

8. With a view to a rigorous accountability, receipts in payment 
of assessments, whether in money or in kind, (the latter expressed 
in money, according to valuation,) will be signed by some quarter- 
master, Commissary, or paymaster of this army, named by the com- 
manding officer within a State, and be duly attested by the latter, 
who will also keep a register of all such payments. The amount 
of those payments and of forced levies will be reported monthly 
to general head-quarters; as well as to Washington, (see general 
orders, No. 366, of the 6th instant,) both by the receivers and the 
attesting commander or commanding officers within the several 
States. 

9. The usual dues, heretofore levied on the precious metals in 
the interior, by the federal government of Mexico, will be contin- 
ued and collected for the military chest of thisarmy. Commanding 
officers near the mines, assay offices and mints, respectively, will in- 
quire, and report to general head-quarters on the subject; but until 
further orders the following rates will be exacted: | 

10. On production of both gold and silver, three per centum; on 
melting, two dollars and fifty cents for every one hundred and 
thirty-five marks, the mark of eight ounces; on assaying, one dol- 
lar the bar, for bars of silver, or one dollar and fifty cents each for 
bars of gold, or of gold and silver mixed, and on coinage the per 
centage on both metals heretofore paid by the mints, respectively, 
according to contract with the Mexican government. "Those con- 
tracts, in every case, will be particularly examined. The one real 
per mark, on both gold and silver, heretofore paid to the College of 
Mines, in this city, is relinquished to that scientific institution, and 
may be collected as usual. 

11. It is understood that the collection of the dues on produc- 

tion, melting and assaying, may be made at the assay offices, and 
they will be demanded and received accordingly. The per centage, 
on coinage, will be collected for this army at the mints. At both 
places, officers, of 5 and accurate habits, of inspection 
will be appointed, from time to time, to give the necessary atten- 
dance. 
12. The like penalties, receipts, attestations, registeries and re- 
ports are. prescribed in respect to dues on the precious metals, as are 
prescribed, above, for other contributions, in money or in kind; and 
the former will commence also at the same periods, and under like 
circumstances; that is, in the Mexican States already occupied by 
the American forces from the first instant, and in the other States 
from the beginning of.the months within which the States shall,re- 
spectively, be entered and occupied. 

13. The American troops, in spreading themselves over this re- 
public, will take care to observe the strictest discipline and morals 
in respect to the persons and property of the country; puichasing 
and paying for all necessaries and comforts they may require, and 
treating the unoffending inhabitants with forbearance and kindness. 
The higher honor of our country, as well asthe particular honor of 
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this army, must and shall be maintained against the few miscreants 
in our ranks. The few cannot be permitted to dishonor the whole 
mass of our citizens and. soldiers at home and abroad. The mis- 
creants must therefore be watched, and for every offence denounced, 
and sent before the proper tribunals for exemp:ary punishment. This 
is required of every good officer and soldier. Men free at home, 
must maintain the honor of freemen when abroad. If they forget 
that, they will degrade themselves to the level'of felons and slaves, 
and may be rightfully condemned and treated as such; for felons, 
according to the laws of God and man, are slaves. 

14. The laws of war will also be strictly observed towards all 
Mexicans in arms, who respect those laws. For the treatment of 
those atrocious bands of guerrilleros and armed rancheros, see 
general orders, No. 3,2, dated the 12th instant. 

By command of Major General Scorr, | . 
H. L. SCOTT, 


A. A. A. G. 
GENERAL ORDERS, Heap: QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
No. 8. Mexico, January 5, 1848. 


1. To prevent fraud" in the payment of the dues on the precious 
metals, as assessed in general orders, No. 395, paragraph 10, of the 
31st ultimo, it is further directed: I 

2. Bars of silver or gold, produced in the mineral districts, to 
which the assay office of the capitalis nearest, will be sent to that 
office, with a permit, setting forth the number, kind, and approri- 
mate value of the bars, signed by. the commanding officer of the 
United States forces nearest to the place of production; which per- 
mit will be returned to the agent of the mine, with an attestation 
that the dues on production, melting, and assaying, have been duly 
paid to the assayer on account of this army. 

;. 9. The bars, having been assayed, will be sent from the-assay 
office to the nearest mint for coinage, and the payment of the dus 
on that operation; as also to enforce existing orders against the 
exportation of the precious metals, except in coins. a 

A. A book will be kept in every assay office, in which will be 
duly entered the number, weight, and standard of the bars. Each 
entry willbe signed by the assayer and the superintendent of the 
mint. . 

5. The dues on production, melting, and assaying, will be col- 
lected at the assay office, and immediately paid over to the Ameri- 
can officer who may be appointed to receive them, who will allow 
the assayer to deduct therefrom any portion of his usual salary that 
may be due at the time of the assay; the salary to be considered 
as having commenced with the assessment on account of this army, 
and without regard to arrearages of a prior date. 

6. Any attempt to evade the payment of dues on the precious 
metals, or to evade the orders relative thereto, shall be punished by 
` seizure and confiscation of the metal, whether in bars or coins; an 
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owners and agents, when about to send bars to an assay office, shall 
give notice to the American governor, or commander of the place, 
so that the latter may send the proper officer to receive the dues on 
the spot. à 

. 7. Escorts of American troops, when needed and practicable, 
will be granted to the precious metals in passing from the mines to 
the assay offices, and from the latter to the mints. 

8. Notwithstanding the precise orders on the subject, there is 
reason to apprehend that the smuggling of the precious metals in 
bars and in coins, out of this country, may be attempted. ` On re- 
ceiving satisfactory evidence of success in such attempts, it is here- 
by decreed that the owners and shipp?rs shall be compelled to pay 
into the military chest of the occupation, the full value of the said 
metals shipped against orders. 

By command of Major General Scorr: 

H. L. SCOTT, 
A. A. A. General: 


No. 43. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Mexico, January 13, 1848. 


Sin: I have not had a line from any, public office at Washington 
of a da'e later than October 26. The spy company has returned 
from Vera Cruz; but it seems that despatches for me had been in- 
trusted to a special messenger, (I suppose from Washington,) who 
after a delay of many days at Perote, came up with the company 
to Puebla, where he again stopped and retained all my letters. 

Brigadier General Cadwalader has quietly occupied Toluca and 
Lerma. As was known, the state government had retired (thir- 
teen leagues) to Sultepec. "The general has invited that govern- 
ment to provide for the payment of the assessment upon the State; 
but there has not been. yet time to receive a reply. | 

Some days since, Colonel Wynkoop, of the Ist Pennsylvania 
volunteers, tendered his services to go, with a few men, to seize 
the guerrilla priest, Jarauta, at the head of a small band that has 
long been the terror of all peaceable Mexicans within his reach, 
and who has frequently had skirmishes with our detachments. The 
colonel having missed, that object, heard that General Valencia 
and staff were ata distant hacienda, and by hard riding, inthe night, 
succeeded in capturing that general and a colonel of his staff. I 
consider this handsome service worthy of being recorded. 

Colonel Hass, with a detachment of Texan rangers, returned 
last night from a distant expedition in search of the robber priest. 


In a skirmish, without loss on his part, he killed some eight of- 


Jarautas men, and thinks that the priest was carried off among 
the many wounded. 
The spy company, coming up from Vera Cruz, had also a very 
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successful affair with a large party of the enemy and captured some 
forty prisoners, including three generals. 

The second train, now out from Vera Cruz eleven days, was, as 
I learn by the enclosed .correspondence, attacked by a numerous 
body of the enemy, and süffered a loss that looks like a disaster— 
the first that we have sustained; but further details are needed. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, your most 
obedient servant, 

° WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Hon. Secretary or Wan. 


[Enclosed in the preceding despatch, No. 43, of General Scott.] 


JALAPA, Mexico, January 3, 1848. 


Sin: I have the honor to forward, herewith,a monthly return for 
December, of the troops under my command, and am gratified in 
being able to state that the epidemics (mumps and measles) have so 
far abated as to justify my moving in a few days. The number of 
convalescents here, awaiting an opportunity to join their regiments, 
require additional transportation, which I hope to procure in a few 
days. 

e DE rendering it necessary to halt here, I despatched a train 
to Vera Cruz for supplies and clothing, this post being destitute of 
every necessary, even medicines; the train returned without the 
clothing, leaving the troops in a miserable condition. Still, I have 
insisted upon drills, and the reports of the several commanders 
induce the belief of rapid improvement, my own lameness pfe- 
venting personal attendance. I design moving up in few days. 

I am, sir, &c., l 
THOMAS MARSHALL, 


Brig. Gen. U. S. A. 
To H. L. Scorr, 4. 4. A. G. 


The foregoing are true copies. 
T. WILLIAMS, Aid-de-Camp. 


JALAPA, Mzxico, 
January 6, 1848. 
Sin: Accompanying this is a copy of a communication from the 
commanding officer of the upward train, received this morning. 
immediately dcspatched 250 cavalry, one section of light artillery, 
and a portion of Colonel Hughes’s command, with orders to co- 
operate with Colonel Miles at Cerro Gordo. 
For some time, rumors have been in circulation that Mexican 
forces are being recruited in the vicinity of Orizaba and adjacent 
towns, and to-day it is currently reported, by Mexicans in our sët: 
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vice, that about two thousand are organized, ready for the field, 
having received three months’ pay in advance. It is certain that 
those now harrassing the train rendezvous at Orizaba, Cordova, 
a large town. "The relative position of Vera Cruz and these towns, 
renders it very easy for any force they may hold in readiness, to 
descend upon our upward trains, attack them and return to their 
rendezvous, Without the possibility of its being known to our 
force at this post. From positive information, I can say this will 
be the case until they are driven from their several towns, which 
may be done with comparatively small force. 
I am, sir, &c., 
THOMAS MARSHALL, 
Brig. Gen. U. S. A. 
To H. L. Scorr, 
A. A. A. G., Head-quarters. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF BRIGADE, 
Passo Ovejas, January 5, 1848. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I am thus far on my way 
to Mexico city with the largest train that ever left Vera Cruz, with 
a force of the Ist infantry, some recruits, and three companies of 
mounted men, total 1,300 in all. My rear was attacked on yester- 
day, near Santa Fé, one company of mounted riflemen cut up, and 
near 280 pack mules taken. The enemy, I learn, are mustering in 
force at Plan del Rio, to attack me in a general fight near Cerro 
Gogo. I request you may send 4 to 500 men witha section of 
artillery, to meet me, as I have none. 

* * * * * * 

Your troops, by leaving on the 6th, can so manage their march 
as to co-operate with me, and take the enemy in front and rear. 

I am, general, with respect, your obedient servant, 

D. H. MILES. 
Lieut. Col. Commanding. 
To General MARSHALL. 


I certify that this is a correct copy. 
J. W. HENRY, 
Jlid-de- Camp, A. A. A. G. 
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Circular. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Mexico, January 6, 1848. 


To the United States commander of the military department of 


Sir: Referring to general orders, Nos. 376 and 395, late series, 
and to No. 8, of the current year, you are instructed to commence 
collecting or levying the assessments imposed upon the State 
of „on account of the last month, without unnecessary 
delay. 

To effect the object, through the proper Mexican authorities, you 
will invite payments by them, and do all in your power in the way 
of conciliation. After a reasonable time, should you fail to conci- 
liate voluntary payments, you will proceed to forced levies. 
As*your command is not co-extensive with the State, correspond 
directly with the other commanders within the same, with a view 
to a concert in measures and time, before proceeding to forced 
levies, and report to the all important incidents and results. 

The execution of the orders referred to will be both delicate and 
difficult. With great confidence in your zeal and discretion, 

I remain, sir; respectfully, yours, 


WINFIELD SCOTT.. 


| Addressed to the commanders of military departments of Puebla, 
Jalapa, Vera Cruz, Tampico and Perote; duplicate.] 


Respectfully transmitted by direction of the general-in-chief. 
H. L. SCOTT, 

| Al. A. A. General. 
January 14, 1848. 


Tacusaya, Mexico, January 2, 1847. 


Maron: Yesterday the report of the major general, commanding 
first division of the army,.on entering Mexico, made its appear- 
ance.. On reading it, I was much mortified to find that seven out 
of ten company officers of my regiment, at that time on duty, were 
mentioned for gallantry and good conduct, and that I, senior, was not 
named. The army and the world would naturally conclude from 
that report that I had been far from conspicuous. It is not my 
‘wish to produce the impression that my conduct was better on that 
occasion than than that of any other officer, but it ts my wish to 
show, as far as practicable, that it was surpassed by none. 

LI Iam of opinion that the commanding general of division, in ma- 
king up his report, was governed, in a very great degree, 
by the reports of Brevet Colonel Garland and yourself, and that he 
will be pleased to give me some credit when he shall be better in- 
formed. Two days since, you mentioned to me that you did not 
know that I had taken the small breast- work immediately in front 
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of San Cosmé garita, but supposed that Captain Brooks, 2d 
artillery, and Lieutenant Grant, 4th infantry, were with or in ad- 
vance of me. The following are the facts inthe case: Our column 
advanced under a very heavy fire (as you know) to within some 
sixty yards of the angle of the San Cosmé road; by this time our 
number had become so small, it was deemed prudent, apparently, 
to stop, and if possible get reinforcements. It was the good for- 
tune of Captain B., Lieutenant G. and myself to be in advance. 
After firing some fifteen minutes, the two officers above named pro- 
ceeded by our left, (round the English cemetery,) with a few men, 
and charged the enemy on their right; I, at the same time, made a 
rush upon the front, and we cleared the work. We had moved 
but a short distance before some of them ran; a small number, how- 
ever, kept their places until we came within twenty yards. The 
moment was a very exciting one, and I do not know whether the 
two officers by the right or myself were first to reach the centre of 
the work, but do not contend for it, feeling, as I do, that they not 
only deserve all the credit given them, but much more, as do also all 
persons named in the generals report. The command proceeded 
rapidly after the enemy, up the road. I was somewhat retarded in 
keeping back our calor-bearer, (who had already been severely 
wounded, but begged permission to retain them, and did so until 
some fifty yards in front of the next work, when he fell, 
shot through the brain,) for fear they might be taken from our lit- 
tle party. Isoon found myself in advance, and kept it, being the 
first person to arrive at the small breast-work, half way across the 
road, immediately in front of San Cosmé; before reaching it, we 
were under very severe fire of shot, grape, &c. No officer of the 
army but myself reached the work at this time, and no officer, ex- 
cept myself, claims to have done so. Lieutenant Semmes, of the 
marines, and some fifteen men, most of them of my own company, 
kept near me and reached the work. Captain B., Lieutenant G., 
Lieutenant Judah and, I think, Lieutenant Sedgwick obtained a po- 
sition only a short distance in my rear, covered by a projection of 
some houses on our left. I held the work some fifteen minutes, 
and during the time heard the order from the rear to fall back, 
but determined to hold the place, and so informed my party; but, 
seeing the party near me had retired, and some of my own men 
gone, I reluctantly gave it up, seeing the danger my small force 
was in, and knowing we could do no good. In running back, Ser- 
geant Donovan was shot by my side, by the fire from the gate. 4^ 
ter the regiment was re-formed, and we took the same point a se- 
cond time, by moving to the rear and round the right of the churcb; 
Lieutenant Grant and myself were the two first persons to gain it; 
one of our men shot a Mexican soldier at the work after our taking 
it. At this place, you will remember, Colonel Garland arrive 
(while we were waiting for mining tools) and kept us for some 
time. | 
I respectfully submit the foregoing, with the request that yo" 
will be pleased to notice it as you may deem it worthy, and for- 
ward it to the commander of the late first division. In conclusion; 


— 
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I beg leave to state that I do not wish to claim anything for which 
any officer may have received credit, as they all deserve even 
more than has been awarded them; but I wish to place the facts of 
my own case fully before yourself and the division commander; 
and feel that both yon and himself will be pleased to give me some 
credit, after knowing the facts. The position I had attained 
at 1, p. m., on the 13th, was in advance of the army. It was cre- 
ditable to my regiment and to myself. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

JNO. H. GORE, 
. First Lieutenant, 4th infantry. 
To Major F. LEE, | S 


4th infantry, commanding the regiment. 


[Endorsement.] 


It gives me much satisfaction to be able to fully concur with 
Lieutenant Gore in the whole of the within remarks; the substance 
of the most of them being embraced in my official report of the ac- 
tion of the 4th infantry at the capture of the city; and furthermore, 
I am most happy to give testimony to the gallantry of Lieutenant 
Gore, not only on this occasion, but in the two other battles in 
this valley, in which he was engaged, Churubusco and Molino del 
Rey, where he did conspicuous and good service; and was noticed 
in my official reports of both, with credit and distinction. 

FRANCIS LEE, 
Major 4th infantry, commanding regiment. 


Mexico, January 5, 1847. [1848.] 


I am fully aware of the zealous soldiership and gallantry of 
Lieutenant Gore, and shall greatly regret if the injustice of omis- 
sion has been done him. The regimental reports are not before 
me, nor within my reach, nor am I in correspondenze with any au- 
thority in this army or the government. This being the case, I am 
not at liberty to take any further action than to make this en- 
dorsement, with which the paper is returned to the regimental 


commander. 
W. J. WORTH. 


Major Lee, | 
. Commanding 4th infantry. 


January 14, 1848. 
Respectfully transmitted by the direction of the general-in- 


chief. | 
H. L. SCOTT, A. A. A. Gen. 


City oF Mexico, October 5, 1847. 


Sin: I have the honor to make, for your. information, a state- 
ment which justice to my company and to myself demands. 
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On the 8th ultimo I was in command of H company, of the 
Bth infantry, which was one of the four companies of the light in- 
fantry battalion commanded on that day by Captain E. K. Smith, 
5th infantry. At the time of the commencement of the action of 
Molino del Rey, the battalion was in reserve near the battery com- 
manded by Captain Huger. Soon after the fire from the enemy’s 
lines opened, it was ordered to advance to support the assaulting 
party, a portion of which party had entered the Mexican battery, 
but were driven out again by superior numbers of the enemy. The 
assaulting party was immediately thrown into confusion. It was 
just at this critical moment that the light battalion was ordered to 
charge, which it did, and entered the gateway between two of the 
buildings, on the ieft of the enemy's lines, known as the mills. I 
had the honor to be the first tq pass this gateway. Sergeant Flynn, 
of H company, 5th infantry, was the first man to report to me. 
My company followed him, mixed with the other companies of the 
battalion. Immediately after passing the gateway, I went to the 
housetop, on which I found the enemy in position in a trench, or 
mill-race, which runs around two sides of the house, to the left of 
the gate as you enter. My men followed me to the housetop, where 
we contended for a short time with the enemy, and effectually si- 
lenced his fire. But two escaped, to my knowledge, and they were. 
both severely wounded. Captain Reeve, 8th infantry, placed a 
portion of his men on a shed, where they kept up a most destruct- 
ive fire on the Mexicans on the housetops. They fought despe- 
rately, as we had cut off their only means of retreat. I even found 
it necessary for me to use a musket for my personal defence. 
I had forgotten to mention that, a short time efter I went to the 
housetop, Captain E. K. Smith cameup. The enemy kept up a con- - 
stant fire on us from his battery, which was about one hundred 
yards from the gateway, and to the left as you enter. I came down 
ftom the housetop—the idea struck me that we could charge the 
battery and take it. I resolved at once to put it in execution. 
Fortune favored me with a good opportunity; for, just at this time, 
a regiment of our troops appeared on the plain some distance in 
front, and to the left of the battery. The Mexicans saw them, 
and I discovered that they shewed signs of uneasiness, and a dis- 
position to leave the battery. "This was the moment to charge. I 

ave the command, and with a cheer we went at the battery, and 
into it. Again, sir, I had the gratification of being the first to 
enter the battery. A destructive fire, poured upon us from the 
housetops to the left, and extending to the rear of the battery, 
stopped a large portion of the men who started with me in the 
charge. They halted to return the fire, and drove the enemy’s 
troops from the side of the house next to them, so that I entered 
the battery with but few men. Sergeant Flynn, of H com- 
pany, Sth infantry, and Private Murray, of same company, being 
the only men in the battery with me. Lieutenant Simpson came 
as far as to the wall which surrounds the guns, and seeing that we 
were too weak to hold the battery, returned to bring up more men. 
With the assistance of the two men above mentioned, I attempted 
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to bring the gun I had taken to bear upon the enemy, who were 
now coming back into the fort, but did not succeed. I sent the 
sergeant for more men; Private Murray was struck, and I directed 
him to retire. I remained in the fort, standing by the gun, with 
one foot on the trail; the Mexicans continued to advance towards 
me, firing at me all the time. I determined to hold the gun until 
my men came up, or die in its defence. I was struck in the thigh 
by a musket ball, but was still able to remain at my post. I was be- 
coming faint from thelossof blood, whenIsaw Captain E. K. Smith 
and Lieutenant Simpson coming into the fort with some men. I 
then retired, and fell just after I had gotten over the wall. The 
gun, of which I have spoken above, remained in our possession; it 
was never retaken by the enemy. I do not claim the second gun, 
because, when I went up to it I was driven back by the Mexicans, 
who still remained in the fort. To others have been given the 
credit of being the first to pierce the enemy's lines, the first to cap- 
ture his guns, and to enter and hold the fort. The 4th infantry, 
and some of the artillery of the Ist brigade, followed us through 
the gateway above mentioned. | 

I have the honor to refer the general to the following officers: 
Captain Reeve, Lieutenant Peck, Lieutenant Simpson, Lieutenant 
S. Anderson, Lieutenant Pitcher, Lieutenant Porter, Lieutenant 
Nichols, aid to Colonel Garland, Captain Walker, 6th infantry, 
storming party, Captain Mason, and Lieutenant Foster, corps of 
engineers. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 


vant, | 
Fi. T. DENT, 
2d Lieutenant, 5th Infantry. 
To Brevet Major Gen. WonrH, 
Commanding Let division. 


City or Mexico, November 24, 1847. 


In the battle of El Molino del Rey I commanded the pioneers 
of the storming party. In the charge on the enemy’s battery I 
was wounded in the ditch, near the baaa: While lying there, I 
` gaw the storming party repulsed, and the battery afterwards taken 
by a detachment of the light battalion, and held until supporting 
troops came up. 

Yours, 
JOHN G. FOSTER, 
Brevet 2d Lieutenant, Engineers. 
Lieutenant F. T. Denr. | 


TacuBAYA, Mexico, January 11, 1848. 


Sin: I have the honor to enclose, herewith, two papers relating 
to Molino del Rey, copies of which were sent to General Worth 
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some time before his report was made to the general-in-chief. 
General W. has not done me justice in his report. May I request 
a perusal of the enclosed by the general, and if consistent with 
his pleasure, that they may be sent, through the Secretary of War, 
to the President of the United States? 8 
Respectfully submitted. 
F. T. DENT, 
i | 2d Lieutenant, 5th Infantry. 
Captain H. L. Scort, 
A. A. A. General. 


Respectfully forwarded, by direction of the general-in-chief, for 
fle with other papers relative to the operations of the army be- 
fore the city of Mexico, and for the information of the Secretary 
of War. 

H. L. SCOTT, A. A. A. G. 


| HEAD-QUARTERS, 
6th Infantry, City of Mexico, December 18, 1847. 


SIR: I desire, very respectfully, to lay before the general-in- 
chief the following facts in relation to the battle of Churubusco, 
which do not seem to have come to his notice. 

The first gun that was fired at Churubusco was fired upon the 6th 
infantry, as it advanced upon the causeway against the teté du pont, 
and at this time the regiment sustained the fire of both this work 
and the convent, which were not otherwise engaged. With the 
small force that we had, unsupported, it was impossible that the 
attack could be successful, and after remaining under the enemy’s 
fire for some time, a part of the command being close to his work, 
we were ordered to fall back. I believe we lost more officers and 
men in this attack than during ther emainder of the battle. 

Having re-formed upon the causeway, at a point where it was still 
exposed to a fire of grape and canister, the regiment was ordered 
by the commanding general of the division, to assault the teté du 
pont again. "This order was promptly obeyed, but the fire upon us 
was terrible, both direct and from the convent on the left, and forced 
us from the causeway, not to fall back, however, but to attack the 
enemy's infantry entrenched on the left of the work. 

Whatever attack was made on this part of his line was made by 
the 6th infantry, as the principal force joined by parts of other re- 
giments; and'it is not the less creditable that the force was small, 
and that the comparative multitudes of the enemy ran at our ap- 
proach. It was at this time that the 8th and 5th advanced against 
the teté du pont, and the officers who led that attack candidly ac- 
knowledged, that to our advance, which drew the attention and the 
fire of the enemy, their success was, in a great degree, attributable. 

After crossing the stream we continued to pursue the retreating 
enemy till a deep and impassable ditch compelled us to return to 
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the causeway, where we found ourselves in advance of all other 
troops. 

I have given only the conspicuous points of the battle as far as 
we were engaged, which I do without fear of contradiction, and 
have spoken of the active part of the regiment, as the regiment. 

It is a source of much mortification to us that, after having been 
in the front during the whole battle, the general-in-chief should 
only notice us in his report by saying, the 6th followed the Sth and 
Sth. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 

° W. HOFFMAN, 
Captain 6th Infantry, Commanding. 


Captain H. L. SCOTT, 
A. A. A. General. 5 


[Forwarded by Major General Scott, January, 1848.] 


City or Mexico, 
December 29, 1847. 


Sir: In the official — of the capture of the city of Mexico, 
“ dated September 18, 1847," republished in the“ Star? newspa- 
per, and which I had the opportunity of seeing yesterday for the 
first time, the following paragraph occurs: 

“Within those disgarnished works I found our troops engaged in 
a street hght against the enemy posted in gardens, at windows, and 
on house-tops, all flat, with parapets. Worth ordered forward the 
mounted howitzers of Cadwalader's brigade, preceeded by skirmish- 
ers and pioneers, and pick-axes and crow-bars, to force windows 
and doors, or to burrow through walls. "The assailants were soon 
in an equality of pofition fatal to the enemy. By 8 o'clock in the 
evening, Worth had carried two batteries in the suburb. According 
£o my instruction, he here posted guards and sentinels, and placed 
Ais troops under shelter for the night. There was but one more ob- 
stacle, the San Cosme gate, (custom house,) between him and the 
great square in front of the cathedral and palace—the heart of the 
city; and that barrier, it was known, could not, by daylight, resist 
our seige guns thirty minutes.” 

“I had gone back to the foot of Chapultepec, the point from 
which the two aqueducts begin to diverge, some hours earlier, in 
order to be near the new depót, and in easy communication with 
Quitman and Twiggs as well as with Worth.” 

I beg leave to bring to the notice of the general-in- “het. that he 
has entirely misconceived the facts in the case. 

Passing by, for the present, several errors in the report, I pro- 
ceed to invite his attention to the marked sentences; they read 
thus: 

* By 8 o'clock in the evening, Worth had carried two batteries 
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in the suburbs.” (€ According to my instruction, he here (that is in 
the suburbs) posted guards and sentinels, and placed his troops un- 
der shelter for the night.“ „There was but one more obstacle, the. 
San Cosme gate, (custom house,) between him and the great square 
in frent of the cathedral and palace.” - 

On these sentences, marked in the quoted, printed paragraph an- 
nexed, I have to observe: | 

lst. That my command was not halted and sheltered for the 
night in the suburbs, nor did I receive instructions to that effect. 

2d. That before 6 o'clock my command had carried“ the gate 
(or custom house) of, San Cosme,“ captured the cannon which de- 
fended it, and turned them upon the flying enemy. 
. 9d. That one of my brigades quartered, that night, several hun- 
dred yards within the gate, and my head-quarters with it, the 
pickets and patrols being advanced to a chureh, (where the 6th in- 
lantry now quarters,) more than half way from the gate San Cosme 
to the Alameda; the other, and Ridgeley’s brigade, quartered for 
convenience a£ and by the gate. | | 

The night position of my troops was in the knowledge of two 
officers of general head-quarters staff, and it is, or was, within the 
knowledge of other officers of that staff that, by 8 o?clock, the 
heavy guns, a mortar and 24-pounder, were got up from the far 
rear, and before 9 opened upon the great-plaza; said guns being in 
battery “at the San Cosme gate,“ the firing of which brought out 
(as by them avowed at the time) the commissioners, who reached 
my Lin quarters, some two hundred yards within that “one more 
obstacle," at half-past 1 a. m., and it was from thence I passed 
them, in charge of an officer of my staff, to the general-in-chief, 
whom I supposed to be near Chapultepec, but who was found at 
Tacubaya. 

I am aware that the picture referred to in the official report gives 
a wrong position to my troops. Aside from my own official report, 
which was before the general, his own staff ĉould have convicted 
the picture of error. | | 

Since writing the foregoing I have seen, also for the first time, 
the general-in-chief’s official report of Molino del Rey. I owe it 
to the memory of the dead, to the reputation of the living, and to 
the fame, in respect to country, of that signal victory to say, that 
the following paragraph cannot fail, in the minds of those unac- 
quainted with the facts, to bring in question the completeness of 
that victory. "The paragsaph reads thus: 
„The enemy having several times reinforced his line, and the ac- 
tion soon becoming much more general than I had expected, I 
called up, from the distance of three miles, first Major General 
Pillow with his remaining brigade, (Pierce’s,) and next Riley’s 
brigade of Twiggs's division, leaving his other brigade (Smith's) 
in observation at San Angel. Those corps approached with zeal 
and rapidity; but the battle was won just us Brigadier General 
Pierce reached the ground, and had interposed his corps between 
Garland’s brigade ( Worth’s division) and the retreating enemy.” 

On the last sentence of this paragraph I have to assert, that the 
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battle had been won more than one hour before General Pierce's 
brigade, or any other supports, reached the ground; that I had been 
nearly that length of time engaged in collecting the wounded and 
dead; that Pierce's brigade did not approach El Molino to replace 
Garland and to occupy that captured work, until two hours after its 
arrival; that it was not, in the sense used, *interposed between 
Garland's brigade and the retreating enemy,” that enemy having 
retreated three hours before. It was only placed there, when the 
time arrived, under the oft repeated orders of the general-in-chief, 
to return my command to Tacubaya. 

On a future day, and under more auspicious circumstances, I shall 
deem it due to my late command and to myself, to bring to notice 
other. matters in the several reports, from that of Cerro Gordo to 
the occupation of this city. Meantime, I have the honor to solicit 
that this communication be forwarded to the department of War. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. J. WORTH, 
| Brevet .Major General. 
To Captain H. L. Scorr, 
A. A. A. General, Head-quarters, Mexico. 


[ Endorsement. ] 


Respectfully forwarded. 

I might animadvert justly and severely upon the tone of the 
within, and upon several of its assertions; but will, under the cir- 
cumstances, say that I cominitted an error in saying, in my report; 
that the gate of San Cosme was not passed by Worth’s division in 
the evening of the 13th of September. "That gate was the second 
battery carried by the division, and I gave the division credit for 
having passed two. e 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 
JANUARY, 1848. 


(Forwarded by Major General Scott, January 14, 1848.] 


HEAD-QUARTERS, SECOND REGIMENT Onto INFANTRY, 
January 8, 1848. 


Sır: I have the honor to report that, on the 4th of this month, 
a merchant train, under the charge of Captain Chase, was robbed 
of some twenty-six mules and a number of horses, within a few 
miles of this post, and between here and the city. I was at the 
time absent, and did not arrive here until the evening of the 5th. 
I was then told that the mules had been seen taking the road to 
Mira Floris, distant some six leagues from here. I despatched 
Major Link that night with a command, consisting of cavalry and 
infantry, for that place. The command, upon arriving at the first 
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hacienda from here, lying at the foot of the mountain, and called, 
I believe, Cordova, were induced to search a large house there 
upon seeing the lights blown out on their arrival. Upon knocking 
at the doors, admittance was refused them, and they were obliged 
to force their way in. Some time was necessarily occupied in this, 
and, by the time they had forced the door and entered, they found 
no one in the house but the owners thereof and a French gentle- 
man and lady. In one room, however, they found a number of 
saddles, bridles, blankets, spread upon the floor,and decks of cards, 
all indicating that the room had been occupied and hastily aban- 
doned. They learned from the French gentleman referred to, that 
the guerrillas, some fifteen or sixteen in number, had made their 
escape by the back way whilst they were forcing their way in front. 
Their horses all fell into the hands of the command; two of them 
were horses that had been stolen from officers at this post. From 
thence the major proceeded on to Mira Floris, and learned that the 
mules had passed there, but could not ascertain to what point they 

had been taken. Upon the advice of a Scotchman, whom he found 

there, the major, from Mira Floris, proceeded to a town named 

Arnica, distant about three leagues. In this place he found some 

eighty or a hundred guerrillas. He immediately charged into the 

town with his horse, and soon put them to flight. Some four or 

five of the guerrillas were killed, and the commander of them, José 

de la Yera, was wounded and taken prisoner. Three of his men 

were also taken, all of whom I now have as prisoners. At Halma- 

nalco the major learned that the mules had been taken to a place 

called Tenango. His horses and men were, however, too much 

worn down to proceed any farther, and he was obliged to return. 

The command of Major Link numbered in all sixty men. He was 

accompanied by the following ofħsers: Captain J. E. Smith, and 

Lieutenants Mitchell, Van Metre, Ross, Thrift, and O'Sullivan, of 

the infantry, «nd Captain Littell and Lieutenant Buck, of cavalry. 

I would represent that, at this point, I am too far distant from the 

towns the guerrillas occupy to be of as much service as I could 

wish, in breaking up their bands. "There are no towns in the im- 

mediate vicinity of this post, and the people are of a miserable 

class, too poor to own either a horse or a gun. 

All the robberies are committed near here by bands coming from 
towns, either on one side or the other of the mountains, and not by 
persons living near here. | | 

The following towns in the neighborhood of Mira Floris are all 
filled with bands that infest the road: Halmanalco, Arnica, Te- 
nango, Ozumba, Chalca, and Laralista. With my force in the 
vicinity of these towns, I think they would be afraid to commit a 
robbery, or if they did commit one, they might easily be pursued 
and overtaken. 

On the other side of the mountain, towards Puebla, and near 
San Martien, lie the small villages of Santa Maria, San Raphael, 
San Salvador, and Verdad, from whence small parties sometimes 
issue for the purpose of robbery. A small force at San Martein 
would overawe these, and the road would then, in my opinion, be 
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perfectly open between Mexico and Puebla. I have four com- 
Panies at Puebla, if the general thinks it advisable, that might be 
stationed at San Martien. I make these suggestions, upon such 
information as I have been able to procure, and, if the general 
thinks it advisable to carry them out, I will be responsible for 
every robbery between these points. 

There is another consideration why I would urge upon the 
general the abandonment of this as a post, and that is its un- 
healthiness. Since I have been here, in one month I have lost 
thirteen men. "The men are but poorly clad, have but one blanket, 
and in consequence of the great and sudden changes of temperature, 
are constantly suffering from bad catarrhs. 

This last consideration makes me anxious to have the post 
` changed, but at the same time, I would not urge it, did I not feel 
that I would be of equal if not greater service elsewhere. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. IRWIN, 
Colonel 2d Reg., Ohio infantry. 
H. L. Scort, 
A. A. A. General. 


Endorsed— Forwarded respectfully. Perhaps extracts may be 
advantageously published to the credit of Major Link and his 
officers. | 

WINFIELD SCOTT, 

JANUARY 14, 1848. 

° 


No. 44. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Mexico, February 2, 1848. 


Sir: Since my last report, (January 13,) I have received from 
the War Office letters dated November 8 and 17, and December 
14. 

My orders No. 362, 376; and 395, of the last year, and 15 of the 
present, (heretofore forwarded,) will exhibit the system of finance 
I have established for the parts occupied by this army. 

It will be seen that the export duties on coins, and the prohibi- 
tion of the export of bars, varies materially from your instructions 
of November 17, acknowledged above. I hope, for the reasons 
suggested in my report, No. 40, (December 17,) the President 
may be induced to adopt my views in respect to the precious 
metals. 

I am without reports from commanders of departments below, 
on the progress made in collecting the direct assessments under 
my ordersand circulars. The ayuntamiento, (city council,) of the 
capital has charged itself with the payment, on account of the 
federal district of $400,000, of the $668,332 per year, imposed on 
the State oj Mexico, and arrangements are in progress to meet that 
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engagement. Two months are now due. Brigadier General 
Cadwalader, at Toluca, hopes soon to begin to collect, through the 
ayuntamiento of that city, a large part of the remainder of the 
monthly assessments, and I have sent Colonel Clarke, with a small 
brigade, to Cueruavaca, (some 43 miles south, on the Acapulco 
road,) to complete the same collection. 

The war of masses having ended with the capture of this city, 

the war of detail, including the occupation of the country, and the 
collection of revenue, requires a large additional force, as I sug- 
gested in my despatch, No. 34. 
. Isee that I am, at Washington, supposed to have at my com- 
mand more than 30,000 men. Including the forces at Tampico, 
Vera Cruz, on the line thence and in this neighborhood, our total 
does not exceed 24,816. Deducting the indispensable garrisons - 
and the sick, I have not left a disposable force, for distant expe- 
ditions, of more tkan 4,500, and I do not hear of the approach of 
any considerable re-inforcement. Seven thousand men I deem the 
mimimum number necessary to open the important line from 
Durango, through Zacatecas and San Luis, to Tampico. Pre- 
mising that I find it impossible to obtain from the volunteers, at a 
distance, regular returns, I send an approximate estimate of all 
the forces under my immediate orders. The numbers, among the 
volunteers, afflicted with the measles and mumps, in this vicinity, 
continue to be very great, and the erysipelas is common among 
all the corps. | . 

I write in haste, by the express who carries the projcet of & 
treaty that Mr. 'rist has, at the moment, signed With Mexican 
commissioners. If accepted, I hope to receive as early as practi- 
cable, instructions respecting the evacuation of this country ; the 
disposition to be made of waggons, teams, cavalry, and artillery 
horses; the,points.in the United States to which I shall direct the 
troops respectively, &c., &c. (I have not yet read the treaty, except 
in small part.) Inthe same contingency, if not earlier recalled, (and 
I understand my recall has been demanded by two of my juniors! 
I hope to receive instructions to allow me to return to the United 
States, as soon as I may deem the public service will permit, 
charging some other general officer with completing the evacua- 
tion, which ought, if practicable, to be finished before the return 
of the vomito, say early in May. 

In about forty days I may receive an acknowledgment of this 
report. By that time, if the treaty be not accepted, I hope to be 
sufficiently reinforced to open the commercial line between Zaca- 
tecas and Tampico. The occupation of Queretaro, Guanajuato, 
and Guadalajura, would be the next in importance, and some 0 
the ports of the Pacific, the third. Meanwhile the collection 0 
internal dues, on the precious metals, and the direct assessments, 
shall be continued. 

I inclose a letter from Commodore Shubrick, and have the honor 
to remain, sir, with high respect, your most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Hon. Secretary or WAR, | 
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(No 74.| UNITED STATES Sne INDEPENDENCE, 
Mazatlan, December 17, 1847. 


Sin: A gentleman crossing the country to the United States, af- 
fords mean opportunity to give you, in brief, the situation of the 
squadron, and the substance of late despatches sent round to 
Panama. The state of affairs still keeps me here with this ship 
and the Congress. We have quiet and undisputed possession of the 
town of Mazatlan, though General Télles is in the neighborhood 
with a force of regulars and rancheros amounting to some six or 
eight hundred, and General Yañez is at Tepic with a thousand reg- 
ulars. I have a garrison on shore well posted and intrenched, and 
feel able to beat off any force that can probably be brought against 
us. The custom house is in operation, with a prospect of collect“ 
ing a fair revenue. I have been obliged to assume the responsi- 
bility of making some modifications in the tariff established by the 
President, to accommodate it better to the trade on this coast. 
"They have been made cautiously; the nature of, and reasons for 
them, are detailed in a despatch sent by the “ Portsmouth,“ and 
will, I hope, be approved: | 

Since mine of the*4th instant, No. 69, I have received reports 
from Commander Montgomery, at San José, and Commander Du 
Pont, at La Paz; at the former place measures were in progress to 
make the post secure, and Lieutenant Heywood is relieved from the 
immediate pressure upon him. Commander Du Pont says, under 
date of 10th instant: „I have not been here long enough to form a 
correct opinion of affairs in Lower California, but comparing what 
I hear from San José, with Colonel Burton’s best information, the 
country is in a state of complete insurrection; and but for the 
death of Mejáres, killed at San José, things here would have been 
much more serious.“ Colonel Burton writes, same date: “On the 
27th ultimo, we were attacked again by Pineda, with a force of 
about 400 men, many of them Indians. The attack was com- 
menced at 3 p. m., and ended at 8 p. m.; the enemy suffered very 
much. I cannot learn the loss. The firing was much more severe 
than in the first attack; the enemy had a 4-pounder; the next day 
we took a flag from them. The enemy’s loss in this last affair, was 
five killed and several badly wounded. This affair in Lower Cali- 
fornia is not to be ended in a day; more than 600 people are in 
arns against us, and they are not to be so much despised as has 
been thought. Although the * Cyane? and Southampton are in the 
harbor, the enemy are hovering near; and I should not be surprised 
if we were attacked at any moment; indeed I expect it.” 

The squadron here will be tasked to the utmost to hold the 
Guaymas, and this place, and keep our flag flying in Lower Cali- 
fornia. | 

I have written repeatedly to General Scott and to Governor 
Mason, requesting that troops may be sent to both places, but have 
not yet heard from either. By thelast of May the ships must leave 
this harbor; as the squ.dron is at present, it cannot spare men 
enough to leave a sufficient garrison; if not reinforced, we must 
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evacuate, and thus lose the most important port in the Pacific. On 
the night of the 13th, a party of fifty seamen, from this ship and the 
Congress, had an engagement with the advance guard of General 
Télles. The enemy was strongly entrenched; we attacked them, 
drove them from their entrenchments, killed two officers and eight 
men, and returned without the loss of a single man. "The party 
was commanded by Lieutenants Montgomery, Lewis, and H. A. 
Wise, Passed Midshipmen English and Baldwin. I regret to say 
that I have not been able to blockade San Blas, or send a ship to 
Telmantepec. On the last of September, the“ Lexington“ left La 
Paz for Monterey. She had orders to fill up with provisions and 
stores for the squadron, and follow me immediately to this place; 
she has not yet arrived. I look for her daily, and shall send her 
immediately to blockade San Blas. 

Steamers and sloops-of-war, of the first class, are much wanted; 
any given force would be more efficient in such vessels than in any 
other class. "This port is on the Pacific, what Vera Cruz is on the 
gulf, the most important to Mexico; and it would be a subject of 
deep regret if we should not be able to hold it until the end of the 
war. Five hundred regular soldiers, with thg defences which we 
have put up, would hold it, in the opinion of the engineer officer 
whom I brought with me for the purpose, against five thousand. 
We have had some sickness—that incident to the climate—in the 
squadron; have lost a few men; but the sick are convalescing 
rapidly, and there is reason to believe we shall have no more of 
importance. 

have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


WM. BRANFORD SHUBRICK, ° 
Commanding Pacific Squadron. 


Hon. Jno. Y. Mason, | 
&c., &c., &c., Washington. 


GENERAL: I have written the above to the Secretary of the Navy, 
and send it to you, with a request that you will read and forward it 
by what you may deem the most safe and speedy conveyance. The 
gentleman who takes it has promised to deliver it into pour hands, 
and take your commands. He is worthy of your confidence, and 
is going direct to the United States. have no information to 
give you but what is in the letter to the Secretary. I hope soon 
to have the pleasure of hearing from you. Iam sure I need not 
urge upon you the importance of holding this place, and how de- 
sirable it is that the ships should be able to withdraw their men, 
and cruise. We can then hermetically seal the coast of Mexico on 
this side. Mr. Halleck thinks the defences we have put up will 
enable five hundred regulars to hold it against as many thousands. 
If troops could be got down to San Blas, we could transport them 
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here; but of the proper route you can judge much better than I 
can. Le* me hear from you. | 
With great respect, I am, general, your obedient servant, 
W. BRANFORD SHUBRICK, 
Commanding Pacific Squadron. 
Maj. Gen. WINTIELD Scott, i 
Commander-in-chief, U. S. army, Mexico. 


DECEMRER 18, 1847. 


P. S.—To General Scott: I had the honor to receive this morn- 
ing your letter of the 2d, and learn with deep regret that it does 
not enter into your plans to send forces to this coast at once. | 

I cannot abandon the hope that you will do so as soon as rein- 
forced, when you bear in mind that the alternative, after May, will 
not be whether the army or navy shall hold Mazatlan, but whether 
the army shall occupy it, or it shall be abandoned; for, after that 
month, ships cannot be in the harbor in safety, and we cannot spare 
men enough to garrison it. I know you will duly consider these 
things, and do what is best for the glory and interest of our cause. 
These two letters are written on one sheet that the package may be 
as small as possible and more easy of conveyance. "m 

. B.S. 


HgAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Mexico, February. 6, 1848. 


SiR: I have not reported on the subject of secret disbursements 
since I left Jalapa. First, because of the uncertainty of our com- 
munications with Vera Cruz; and, second, the necessity of certain 
explanations which, on account of others, ought not to be reduced to 
writing. I may, however, briefly add that I have never tempted 
the hohor, conscience, or patriotism of any man, but have held it 
as lawful in morals as in war to purchase valuable information, or 
services voluntarily tendered me. 

Charging myself with the money received at Washington for the 
purposes indicated—the $150,000 levied upon this city for the im- 
mediate benefit of this army, in lieu of pillage; the proceeds of cap- 
tured tobacco taken from the Mexican government, and with some 
other small sums, all of which I shall strictly account for—I 
have, on the other hand, expended $63,745 57 in blankets and 
shoes gratuitously distributed to enlisted men; $10,000 extra on ac- 
count of hospitals; allowing $10 each to every crippled man dis- 
charged or furloughed; some $60,000, I think, for secret services, in- 
cluding a native spy company, whose pay, commencing in July, I did 
not wish to bring into account with the treasury; and I enclose; here- 
with, a draught for $100,000, made up according to the memoran- 
dum, also enclosed. I hope you will allow the draft to go to the 
credit of the army asylum, and make the subject known, in the 
way you may deem best, to the Military Committees of Congress. 
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That sum is, in small part, the price of the American blood so gal- 
lantly shed in this vicinity; and,considering that the army receives 
no prize money, I repeat the hope that its proposed destination may 
be approved and carried into effect. 

Number one, of the same set of bills, is this day transmitted direct 
to the Bank of America. 

The remainder of the money in my hands, as well as that ex- 
pended, I shall be ready to account forat the proper time and in 
the proper manner; merely offering this imperfect report to ex- 
plain, in the meantime, the character of the $100,000 draft. 

I have the honor to remain, with high respect, sir, your obedient 


servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
The honorable SEcRETARY OF Wan. 


e 


Memorandum of account between Major General Winfield Scott and 
Paymaster E. Kirby, at the city of Mexico, in the matter of the 
asylum fund. 


1848. 
January 19: By amount of gambling license, money re- 

ceived from Brigadier General P. F. Smith........ $9,000 00 
February 3: By the check of General Scott on Man- 

ning & Mackintosh.......... e eere eere rures... 26,000 00 
Februaty 3: By proceeds of tobacco sales received from 

Captain Lowry, account of late Captain Irwin...... 49,569 44 
February 5: By the check of Captain Grayson in favor 

of Surgeon Satterleeõe sees eene . 2,650 40 
February 5: By the check of General Scott on Man- 

ning & Mackintosh een nee eee ee 2 12,780 16 


100,000 00 


Balance by my bill of exchange, No. 18, in triplicate, 
in favor of Major General W. Scott upon the pay- 
master general, at ten days’ at Bank of America .... 100,000 00 


E. KIRBY, Paymaster. 


[No. 18.] (Pay of the Army, $100,000.) 


‘City or Mexico, January 21, 1848. 


At ten days after sight, for value received, please pay this my 
second of exchange, (the first and third being unpaid,) to the order 
of Major General Winfield Scott, one hundred thousand dollars, on 
account of the pay of the army, for which I am accountable to the 


— — 
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treasury: Payable at the Bank of America, city of New York, with- 
out further advice. 
E. KIRBY, 
Acting Chief of the Pay Department, 
at the head-quarters of the army. 
Brigadier General N. Towson, 
Paymaster General United States Army, 
City of Washington. 


( Endorsed.) 


The Bank of America, city of New York, will place the within 
amount to the credit of Army Asylum, subject to the order of Con- 
gress. 

WINFIELD SCOTT, 
Major General, &c. 


No. 45. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Mexico, February 9, 1848. 


Sır: I have received no communication from the War Department 
or the adjutant general’s office, since my last report, (No. 44,) dated 
the 2d instant;.but slips from newspapers and letters from Washing- 
ton have come to interested parties here, representing, I learn, that 
the President has determined to place me before a court, for daring 
to enforce necessary discipline in this army against certain of its 
high officers! I make only a passing comment upon thése unofficial 
announcements; learning, with pleasure, through the same sources, 
that I am to be superseded by Major General Butler. Perhaps, 
after trial, I may be permitted to return to the United States. My 
poor services with this most gallant army are at length to be 
requited as I have long been led to expect they would be. | 

I have the honor to remain, with high respect, sir, your most 
obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

To the Hon. Secretary or War. 


A. 


[Referred to in postscript of despatch of April 19, 1848, heretofore published, document No 
| ], present session, page 258.] 


Translation.—Psivate and Confidential. 


Mexico, April 13, 1847. 


My RESPECTABLE AND BELOVED Farenp AND Senon: Although I 
have not yet had the pleasure to receive your esteemed and respect- 
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able letters, I think it proper to address you, to inform you of oc- 
currences here. i 

Our friends continue to meet together almost every day. We 
have agreed that the press shall attack the party who wish to place 
General A. at the head of the government, and attack him also; set 
forth the services which you have rendered and are rendering to the 
nation, and that no one but yourself should be elected by the States 
to the presidency of the republic. 

I enclosean article which appeared in the Republicano of yes- 
terday. We are also laboring to induce congress to confer supreme 
power upon the executive, and to cease any further exercise of its 
own functions. N 

. Yesterday the fortifications of this city were begun. 

Intelligence has been received from New Mexico of certain 
Sicilian vespers which the inhabitants have enacted upon the 
Yankees there. Being no longer disposed to submit to the extor- 
tions exacted, they fell upon them simultaneously, and had killed 
even to the general who was there with the Yankees. 

Intelligence has also been received from Chihuahua, that the 
Americans there, dreading the people of that State, who were des- 
perate, had made propositions to the legislature and government 
that they would evacuate the territory; would engage that no force 
of their nation should return to occupy it, and that they would pay 
the duties of internation on the effects which they had introduced, 
provided the State would engage to be neutral in the present war. 

To-day at nine in the morning the courier arrived, by which you 
make known that our advanced troops were exchanging shots with 
those of the invading forces. You ought to consider how anxious 
we are to receive information from you as to the present position 
held by our troops, wishing, as we your friends do, a fortunate re- 
sult to you. zd 

Señor Anaya, as well as the minister of the treasury, are 
redoubling their efforts to send you money, so necessary under 
these present circumstances. | 

God grant us a triumph in this struggle with our invaders. We, 

our friends, can have no repose or peace in these disastrous times. 
We confide in that divine Providence which will not abandon us. 

May you, sir, enjoy perfect hea!th, and be careful to preserve 

our precious existence. Command the services, in whatever may 
be useful to yourself, of your grateful, faithful, loyal friend and 
assured servant, who kisses your hand. 

J. P. DE MORA. 


To Señor Don ANTONIO LOPEZ DE Santa ANNA. 


Ex. Doc. No. 56. 979 
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(Forwarded with despatchzof 234 of April, 1847, heretofore published.] 


Inspector GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT, 
BJalapa, April 24, 1847. 

GENERAL: On the 5th instant I had the honor to lay before you 
the paroles of honor, by which the Mexican troops, captured by the 
army under your immediate command at Vera Cruz and the castle 
St. Juan d’Ulloa, were enlarged. I have now the satisfaction of 
enclosing the paroles of those capturéd at the pass of Cerro Gordo 
on the 11th instant, to wit: | 

L The original paroles of honor of three general officers, two 
others being accounted for'below, together with similar paroles 
from one hundred and eighty-five other officers of all grades. 

2. Original paroles of honor, given by officers of the Mexican 
army on behalf of the troops of the several corps, prisoners of war, 
respectively under their command, binding them not to serve dur- 
ing the war, unless duly exchanged. These rolls embrace two 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven (2,837) names, the rank 
and file of the army. 

3. A copy of the parole of General Pinson, a translation of the 
same, and a list of all others on parole, numbering in all two hun- 
dred and eighty-eight officers. I 

4. Copies of the several papers referred to above in No. 2, to 
wit: the paroles for the rank and file. 

Besides the above, I enclose an original peper, signed by two 
general officers, (including General La Vega,) and by fourteen other 
officers of various grades, who declined giving their paroles not to 
serve during the war, unless exchanged, but pledged themselves, 
as the paper shows, to report as prisoners of war to the Ámerican 
commander at Vera Cruz, who was instruéted under your orders to 
secure them in the castle of St. Juan d'Ulloa, or send them, if they 
preferred it, to the United States. 

A separate list of these sixteen officers is also furnished. 

I think proper to remark, with regard to the operations at Cerro 
Gordo, that by turning the left flank of the enemy, and storming 
the principal hill occupied by him, which was executed under your 
personal observation, on the morning of the 18th instant, his force 
was divided, all of the batteries, east of the hill, being separated 
from the main body of the army encamped on the Jalapa road, west 
of the hill. | 

All the positions of the enemy were commanded by the hill it- 
self, which was believed by the Mexicans to be inaccessible to our 
troops. "The hill being stormed and taken, the main body of the 
enemy fled in the utmost confusion, and but a very few were taken 
prisoners. Many of the troops in the batteries, at the same time, 
made their escape in the hills, throwing away their arms. 

A Mexican officer assured me that no less than 1,500 thus escaped 
from one single battery. Of those in the batteries, who laid down 
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their arms, more than a thousand contrived to escape on their march 
from the field of battle to Plan del Rio, some five miles or more, 
along a circuitous road, bounded by woods and ravines; and hence 
the number of prisoners on parole is diminished to about 3 „000 men, 
exclusive of officers. And, although this may not be the place 
for the expression of an opinion, I feel warranted in saying 
that the defeat was as complete as it was unexpected by the enemy, 
that he was utterly destroyed, captured, or routed, spreading terror 
and consternation throughout the countr 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. A. HITCHCOCK, 
Lieut. Col. A. Inspector General. 
Major General WinriErp Scort, 
General-in-chief, Jalapa, Mezico. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


BETWEEN 


THE SECRETARY OF WAR ` 


AND 


MAJOR GENERAL ZACHARY TAYLOR. 


— — ` a 


— 
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-Memorandum of correspondence between the Secretary of War and 
Major General Taylor. 


General Taylor to the Secretary of War: 


No. 1. January 7, 1847. (Published, doc. 119, 2d ses. 29th Con.) 

No. 2. January 14, 1847. 

No. 3. January M, 1847. Partial list of killed and wounded 
(omitted.) 


No. 4. January 14, 1817. Enclosing returns, &c., (omitted.) 
No. 5. January 26, 1847. 
No. 6. January 26, 1847. 
No. 7. January 26, 1847. 
No. 8. January 26, 1847. 
No. 9. January 27, 1847. 


No. 10. January, 29, 1847. 

No. 11. January, 30, 1847. 

No. 12. February, 4, 1847. 

No. 13. February, 7, 1847. 

No. 14. February, 14, 1847. 

No. 15. February 24, 1847. Battle of Buena Vista, (published, 
present session, doc. 1, page 97.) 

No. 16. February 25, 1847. 

No. 17. March 1, 1847. (Published, doc. No. 1, present session, 
age 99. 

No. 18. March y 1847. Detailed report of battle of Buena Vista, 
(published, doc. No. 1, page 132, present session.) 


Secretary of War to General Taylor, April 3, 1847. 


General Taylor to O of War: 
No. 19. March 6, 1847. 
No. 20. March 15, 1847. 
No. 21. March 90, 1847. 
No. 22. March 20, 1847. 


Secretary of War to General Taylor, 13th April, 1847, relative 
to contribution, (published, doc. No. 1, Hay 6, session, page 565.) 
Secretary of War to General Taylor, May 6, 1847. 


General Taylor to Secretary of War: 

No. 23. March 22, 1847. 

No. 24. March 27, 1847. Enclosing returns and acknowledging 
communications, (omitted.) 

No. 25. March 28, 1847. 

No. 26. April 3, 1847. 

No. 27. April 4, 1847. 

No. 28. April 10, 1847. Minorreports of battle of Monterey; (pub- 
lished present session.) 
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. 29. April 11, 1847. j f 
. 30. April 17, 1847. Minor reports, battle of Buena Vista, (pub- 


lished, doc. No. 1, page 144, present session.) 


.'81. April 19, 1847, Return of troops, and acknowledg- 


ments of orders and letters, (omitted.) 


. 32. April 20, 1847. 

. 93. April 21, 1847. 

. 94. April 25, 1847. 

. 35. April 28, 1847. Return of troops, (omitted.) 
. 96. May 2, 1847. 


Orders Nos. 46 and 47, May 6th and 8th, 1847. 


No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 


37. May 9, 1847. 

38. May 9, 1847. 
39. May 15, 1847. 
40. May 16, 1847. 


Secretary of War to General Taylor, April 17, 1847. 


General Taylor to Secretary of War, May 16, 1847: 


. 41. May 23, 1847. 

. 49. May 26, 1847. 

. 43. May 27, 1847. 

„44. May 28, 1847. 

. 45. May 29, 1747. mE 

.46. June 4, 1847. Transmits proceedings of a military com- 


mission, (omitted.) 


. 47. June 6, 1847. ` 
. 48. June 8, 1847. | | 

. 49. June 8, 1847. 

. 50. June 8, 1847. 

. 51. June. 8, 1847. 

. 52. June 16, 1847. 

. 53. June 16, 1847. 

. 54. June 16, 1847. | 

. 55. June 23, 1847. Return of troops and acknowledgments 


of communications, (omitted.) 


. 56. June 23, 1847. 

. 57. June 30, 1847. 

. 58. July 6, 1847. 

. 59. July 13, 1847. 

. 60. July 13, 1847. | 

. 61. July 90,1847. Return of troops and acknowledgments of 


communications, (omitted.) : 


. 62. July 27, 1847. 
. 63. August 3, 1847. 
. 64. August 10, 1847. 
. 65. August 16, 1847. 


Secretary of War to General Taylor, May 10, 1857. 
Secretary of War to General Taylor, May 11, 1847. 
The President to General Taylor, May 12, 1847. 
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Secretary of War to General Taylor, May 14, 1847. 
do do 


do May 17, 1847. š 
do do do June 14, 1847. 
do do do June 15,1847. (Published, 


doc. No. 1, page 584, present session.) 
Secretary of War to General Taylor, June 26, 1847. 
do do do July 14, 1847. 
do do do July 17, 1847. 
General Taylor to Secretary of War, August 16. 1847. 
No. 66. August 24, 1847. 
No. 67. August 24, 1847.  Encloses reports of discharges, (omit- 
ted.) 
No. 68. August 30. Encloses returns, (omitted.) 
No. 69. August 31, 1847. 
No. 70. September 7, 1847. 
No. 71. September 14, 1847. 
No. 72. September 14, 1847. Transmitting returns, &c., (omitted. ) 
No. 73. September 21, 1847. 
No. 74. September 28, 1847. 
No. 75. October 4, 1847. 
No. 76. October 12, 1847. 
No. 77. October 19, 1817. 
No. 78. October 25, 1847. 
No. 79. October 26, 1847. (Encloses returns, &c., omitted.) 
No. 80. November 9, 1847. | 
Secretary of War to General Taylor, October 11, 1847. 
do do ` do October 18, 1847. 
do do do October 25, 1847. 
Adjutant General to General Taylor. 


General Taylor to Secretary of War, November 14, 1847. 
No. 81. November 14, 1847. 
No. 82. November 23, 1847. 
No. 83. November 24, 1847. 
No. 84. November 25, 1847. 
Secretary of War to General Taylor, January 14, 1848. 


Le 
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CORRESPONDENCE: 


No. 2. 


HgAp-QUARTERS, Army oF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Victoria, January 14, 1847. 


Sin: I respectfully enclose, herewith, the proceedings of the 

eneral court martial in the case of Brevet Second Lieutenant S. D. 
Sturgis, 2d dragoons, on charges growing out of the recent affair 
between Lieutenant Colonel May’s squadron and a party of the 
enemy; also, the official report of that affair, rendered by l 
ant Colonel May. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 

Major General U. S. A., commanding. 
The Apsutant GENERAL 

Of the army, Washington, D. C. 


[The pow of the court martial, referred to above, not 
furnished. 


Dracoon Camp, NEAR SANTA GRACIA, 
Mexico, January 2, 1847. 


Masor: In addition to the hasty report made from Linares, I 
have now the honor to submit the following more detailed report 
of the operations of my command, while engaged in protecting 
Captain Linnard, topographical engineers, on the reconnoissance 
made in obedience to orders from head-quarters, army of occupa- 
tion, dated 25th ultimo. In conformity to those orders, my com- 
mand moved from Montemorales on the morning of the 26th, and 

roceeded with the utmost caution towards the pass leading to 
Pas s That place was reached.in two days, without any 
further interruption than such as arose necessarily from the diffi- 
cult pass in which the route pursued is situated. In Lappadores I 
became satisfied, from different manifestations, that our position was 
an imminently dangerous one, and consequently increased the pre- 
cautions which I had before supposed would be sufficient to insure 
the safety of my command. I marched from Lappadores as early 
on the morning of the 28th as was practicable, for San Pedro, 
which is situated. at the entrance of the Santa Rosa pass. Soon 
wer. leaving Lappadores, I discovered that a considerable body of 
mounted men had preceded my command in the direction of San 
Pedro. During the day I observed two mounted men watching our 
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movements, who, I was satisfied, were spies of the enemy. Iar- 
rived at San Pedro near sunset that evening, and camped there for 
the night. On the following morning the march was resumed, and 
in a short time we entered the pass of Santa Rosa, which was 
found to be more difficult than the Morales pass. The whole pass 
is a succession of defiles, through which it is impossible for more 
than one horseman to pass at a time, and to accomplish this it was 
frequently necessary to dismount the command. I was impressed 
strongly with the belief that the enemy was in my front, and ex- 
pecting momentarily an attack, I placed an officer in command of 
the rear guard, which consisted of a non-commissioned officer and 
ten men and one bugler, with orders, in case the rear should be at- 
tacked, to sound the alarm. We had proceeded about twelve miles 
from San Pedro, when about two-thirds of the command had passed 
the most difficult defile we had yet encountered, an attack was 
made by the enemy. The attack was commenced by the explosion 
of a mine, which was rapidly followed by a shower of huge rocks 
precipitated from a high precipice on our right overlooking the 
defile, and by a discharge of small arms from the heights on our 
left. So soon as I had extricated my command from this danger- 
ous position, I halted at, and ordered Lieutenant Wood to report 
to me at the defile, with a party of twenty men on foot, for the 
purpose of COCHE my baggage and assisting the rear guard. 
returned immediate M to the defile, and found that the officer and 
non-commissioned officer attached to the rear guard had abandoned 
it, passed the defile, and left the guard and baggage on the San 
Pedro side. When I appeared in front of the defile, the attack 
was renewed. I attempted to pass it, but found a passage imprac- 
ticable. I consequently earned tt by scaling the rocks on the left. 
During that operation the attack was continued, fortunately with- 
out injury, as the enemy was so far above us as to be unable to fire 
with any accuracy. Several times I ordered him to be fired on, but 
without effect, as the carbine did not carry to the crest of the pre- 
cipice. After having turned the defile, E ordered Lieutenant Camp- 
bell with twenty men to hold it, and proceeded some distance to 
the rear, and found that the rear guard had abandoned the baggage 
and retreated in the direction of San Pedro. The enemy were 
thus left in possession of our baggage, which was immediately 
conveyed into the mountains by a number of them eoncesled by 
the immense rocks in the pass. I then proceeded about one mile 
to the rear, in hope of recovering the rear guard. After traversing 
that distance, and using every exertion to notify them of my re 
turn, I became satisfied that it was impossible to recall them. 
Deeming it no longer prudent to detain the command in the dan- 
gerous position where it had already been one hour and a half, 
returned to it and resumed my march, stil] anticipating 8 secon 
attack before we could clear the pass. We, however, reache the 
outlet without any further attack. I then halted until after dar 
to rest my men and hotses. From that point I sent an exprey " 
the alcalde of San Pedro, notifying him of what had taken P ate: 
I herewith enclose his answer, informing me that my rear guard ha 
d 
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passed through that place, retreating in the direction of the Lap. 
padores pass. Soon after nightfall I resumed my march, and pro- 
ceeded about eight miles in the direction of Linares, where I en- 
camped for the night. I reached Linares about 11 o’clock on the 
morning of the 30th, where, owing to the crippled condition of my 
horses, I was detained until the following evening. 

It affords me much pleasure to state the prompt manner in which 
my orders during the attack were executed by Lieutenants Camp- 
bell and Wood. I am constrained, at the same time, though with 
deep regret, to state my firm conviction that, if the officer and non- 
commissioned officer had not abandoned their guard, the enemy 
would not now be in possession of our baggage, as I consider that 
the guard was amply competent to protéct it until assistance was 
afforded. I further report that, by my orders, the officer and non- 
commissioned officer are both in arrest, and I will, at the earliest 
moment practicable, prefer the necessary charges. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully your obedient servant, 

A. MAY 


Brevet Lt. Col. 2d dragoons, comdg. 


Major W. W. S. Briss, Adjutant General, 
Army of occupation, camp near Santa Gracia, Merico. 


H 


No. D. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, ÁRMY or OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, January 26, 1847. 


° SIR: I respectfully report that I received, on the 14th instant, at 
Victoria, the instructions of Major General Scott, relative to the 
withdrawal of a considerable portion of my command for opera- 
tions against Vera Cruz. In consequence of the state of supplies, 
I had previously found it necessary to order a movement in the di- 
rection of Tampico, and the regular troops, under Brigadier 
General Twiggs, had marched, on the 14th, as announced in my 
„Orders,“ No. 3. As the instructions of General Scott required 
the detachment of nearly all the force then at Victoria, and looked 
to the employment of Tampico as an eligible point of embarka- 
tion, I had no cause to change my orders, and, therefore, put in 
march, for Tampico, the brigades of Major General Patterson’s 
division, reserving Lieutenant Colonel May's squadron of dragoons, 
Captains Sherman and Bragg’s batteries of artillery, and the regi- 
ment of Mississippi volunteers. 

With the force thus reserved, I commenced my return march on 
the 16th, and arrived at this place on the 24th instant. On the 
route, I received despatches from Major General Butler, to whom 
Major General Scott had communicated his instructions relative to 
the withdrawal of force from this line, and who had punctually 
carried out those instructions. To make up the number of regular 
tsoops required by General Scott, it has been necessary to detach 
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all the dragoons, except two squadrons, (Steen’s, of the Ist, and 
May’s, of the 2d,) two batteries of field artillery, (Taylor’s and 
Duncan’s,) and all the infantry and artillery, serving as such, ex- 
cepting one company, Ist artillery, (Prentiss’s,) left in garrison here. 
The above detachments have been made from the advance line held 
by the army; what disposition will be made of the four companies of 
artillery stationed on the Rio Grande, at Point Isabel, and Brassos 
island, I cannot say. 

| There are left for the occupation and defence of this line, as 
follows: 

Of regular troops: two squadrons of cavalry, four batteries of 
artillery, (in all 16 guns,) and one company of artillery, stationed 
at the citadel in Monterey. | 

Of volunteer troops: two regiments of horse, (Kentucky and 
Arkansas,) eight regiments of foot, and two pieces of artillery. 

The above troops are stationed at Monterey and Saltillo, and in 
advance of the latter position. There are besides, in rear, three 
regiments of volunteer foot, holding the river and the line hence 
to Camargo. Of those regiments it 1s possible that General Scott 
may withdraw one, (3d, Ohio.) 

I have not yet heard of the arrival in the country of any of the 
new regiments of volunteers. It is probable that some of those 
regiments will be ordered to report to me, as also the companies of 
mounted rifles now on the lower Rio Grande. 

We hear from the interior that General Santa Anna has certainly 
been elected president, and Gomez Farias vice president of the re- 
public. The former, at the last advices from San Luis, has gone 
thence to the capital. The army is represented to be suffering for 
want of supplies, and the Congress seems unwilling or unable to 
vote the necessary appropriations. | : 

From the direction of Durango, we learn that an action took 
p at the Paso del Norte, between a detachment of troops from 

anta Fé and a Mexican force, which had marched from Chihuahua, 
resulting in the defeat and dispersion of the latter with consider- 
able loss. It is presumed that our troops are now in possession of 
Chihuahua. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 


The Apsutant GENERAL of the Army, 
Washington, D. C. 


. No. 6. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, Army OF OcCUPATION, 
Camp near Montery, January 26, 1847. 


Sin: I have the melancholy duty of reporting the death of Second 
Lieutenant Jno. 4. Richey, 5th infantry, who was foully murdered, 
on the 13th instant, in the town of Villa Gran, State of Taumau- 

ipas. | | f | 
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Lieutenant Richey had been despatched by Major General But. 
ler, from Saltillo, with important communications for my head- 
quarters, with an escort of ten dragoons. On reaching Villa 
Gran, he separated himself from his escort for the purpose of 
purchasing provisions and forage, and was set upon by a party 
of Mexican ruffians, who put him to death. I passed through the 
town a few days afterwards, and made every effort, Ly the offer of 
rewards, &c., to recover the despatches and arrest the murderers. 
One person, undoubtedly implicated in the transaction, is now in 
custody. The despatches have undoubtedly been forwarded to the 
Mexican general-in-chief at San Luis. Among them were the in- 
structions of Major General Scott to me, of January 3d, revealing 
the operations with which he is charged, and the amount of force 
to be withdrawn from this frontier. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR. 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 
The ApjuTANT GENERAL of the Army, | 
Washington, D. C. 


No. 7. 


HrAp-QUARTERS, ARMY OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, January 26, 1847. 


Sin: I beg leave to invite your. attention to the necessity of 
placing in an efficient condition the few companies of regular troops 
left under my command, particularly those of artillery.e The bat- 
teries of Captains Sherman and Bragg are very feebly manned, 
while the companies of Captains Webster and Prentiss, Ist artil- 
lery, are still weaker. One hundred good men, enlisted specially 
for the field artillery, could be advantageously assigned here, while 
as many more, from the general service, could be absorbed by the 
companies which serve on foot here and at the depots in rear. 
The regular force under my orders is so small that it seems highly 
important to keep its ranks well filled. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 
The ApjUTANT GENERAL of the Army, | 
Washington, D. C. 


No.8. ' 
Hgap-QUARTERS, ARMY op OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, January 26, 1847. 


Six: In my communication of July 27, 1846, bresenting the 
names of such officers as I considered entitled to the distinction of 
i 1 
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brevet commissions for their participation in the affairs of the 8th 
and 9th of May, I stated that I might afterwards find it necessary 
. to recommend a few names in addition. I have now the honor to 
submit the names of the following officers, in addition to those 
first presented : 


General staff.—Brevet Second Lieutenant Brereton, Ordnance 
Department. 

Second dragoons.—Captain Graham, Lieutenants Winship, Plea- 
santon, and Sackett. 

Seventh infantry.—First Lieutenant Hanson. 


I will also submit the name of Major Munroe, second artillery. 
Though not engaged in the field, I deem him fairly entitled to the 
honor of a brevet for his arduous and highly valuable services in 
the command of Fort Polk. 

In reply to so much of the communication of the Secretary of 
War, dated July 11, as requests me to state“ Whether there are 
any non-commissioned officers ór privates whose general conduct 
and gallantry in these affairs are such as to warrant their being fa- 
vorably noticed by the government, or whose claims would entitle 
them to promotion,” I have to reply that the names of all the 
enlisted men engaged on those occasions are now on file here, with 
remarks in many individual cases. "These lists, or an extract of 
them, can be furnished if required ; but the only individual recom- 
mended for promotion has received it, viz : Sergeant Major Malo- 
ney, 4th infantry. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 

To the Assurant GENERAL 

Of the Army, Washington, D. C. 


No. 9. 
HEAD-QUARTERS, Army or OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, January 97, 1847. 


Sin: My despatch No. 5 has advised you of the measures taken 
to meet Major General Scott's requisition for troops, and, as nearly 
as practicable at this time, of the amount and description of force 
left under my orders in this n of Mexico. Having fulfilled my 
duty in carrying out what I believed to be the wishes of the gov- 
ernment, I now beg leave to invite the attention of the department 
to several points of grave interest to myself, and not without im- 
portance in their bearing upon the public service. I have, there- 
fore, to request that this communication may: be laid before the 
Secretary of War, and by him be submitted to the President of the 
United States. : 


I will first speak of the extraordinary reserve manifested by the 
Department of War in not communicating to me the intentions of 
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the government—at least in regard to the withdrawal of so large a 
portion of my command. Had I not been deemed a safe repository 
of its purposes, I might, at any rate, have been instructed to hold 
the troops in readiness for detachment. A special messenger, des- 
patched from Washington when the employment of Major General 
Scott was determined upon, would have reached me at the very 
latest by the 8th of December—in time to suspend the movement 
on Victoria, to spare a portion of the army, including myself, along 
and expensive march of 400 miles, and to prevent the murder of a 
young officer with important despatches, now in the hands of the ene- 
my. But,up to this moment, I have not received a syllable from the 
Department of War on this subject—my only advices being a semi- 
official letter from Major General Scott, in New York, dated Novem- 
ber 25, and received by me December 24; his instructions of January 
3, received. January 14 ; and his letter of December 20 from New Or- 
leans, received January 16. All these delays and accidents would 
have been avoided by the employment of a special messenger, and 
I can hardly believe that the occasion was not deemed important 
enough to warrant that course. 

Having been placed in command of the army, and charged with 
the operations against Mexico by the orders of the President of the 
United States, had I chosen to be punctilicus, I might have declin- 
ed to make any detachment from my force without the same 
authority expressly communicated ; but believing that Major Gen- 
eral Scott was possessed of the views and wishes of the govern- 
ment, I had no hesitation in complying to the fullest extent with 
his call for troops, and should have done so equally had it placed 
me under the necessity of abandoning all that has been gained in 
this quarter. I have the satisfaction of knowing that the troops he 
has required have been promptly placed in position for embarka- 
tion, and that no delay whatever has occurred in carrying out his 
instructions as-soon as received. 

Again I would respectfully state that no reply has been received 
to my communications of October 15, November 8, and November 
12, replying, respectively, to the despatches brought out by Lieu- 
tenant Ármistead, Major Graham,and Mr. McLane. In those com- 
munications [I expressed fully and frankly my views on many im- 
portant points connected with the prosecution of the campaign, and 
had reason to expect at least the courtesy of an acknowledgment. 

While exercising a command which, K is well known, I never 
sought, it has been my constant aim to perform my whole duty 
without fear and without favor. "The best irterests of the service 
. and the country have been my guide, and will continue to be while 
I remain in command, however limited may be my force or embar- 
rassing my situation; but from the course which the department 
has pursued in the above particulars, I am constrained to believe 
that I no longer possess the confidence of the government. Lean 
only regret that the President did not think proper, while withdraw- 
ing solargea portion of my command in the manner above indicated, 
to relieve me from a position where I can no longer serve the coun- 
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try with that assurance of confidence and support so indispensable 
to success. 

The force with which I am left in this quarter, though greatly 
deficient in regular troops, will, doubtless, enable me to hold the 
positions now occupied. Major General Scott seems to expect that 
I will assume offensive operations—say, by March ; but from what 
I have heretofore reported on the subject of such operations, I am 
sure they will not be expected by the department with my present 
means. "The terms of service of nearly all the regiments here will 
expire in May and June, and it will become an important question 
how to replace those regiments in time even for defensive purposes. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 

To the ADJUTANT GENERAL SS 

Of the Army, Washington, D. C. ia. 


No. 10. 


HrAD-QUARTERS, Army or Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, January 29, 1847. 


Sır: I have the honor to submit herewith reports rendered by 
Brevet Colonel McIntosh, of the services of his regiment (5th 
infantry) in the actions of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma, and 
respectfully request that they may be filed with the other reports 
of those affairs. ° 

I have to acknowledge copies of your communications of Decem- 
ber Ist, to Assistant Surgeon Simons; of December 3d, to Colonel 
Crane and Major Clark, and of December 7th, to Brevet Colonel 
McIntosh; general orders," Nos. 52, 53, and 54, and 39 and 40, 
[duplicates;] also ‘special orders,” Nos. 112, 113, and 114, and 
81, [duplicate.] 

In acknowledging ‘ general: orders,“ No. 54, I would remark 
that Assistant Surgeon Wells was permitted to leave the country 
some time since, and it is not known that he has returned. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

e S Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. Army, commanding. 


The ADJUTANT GENERAL of the Army, 
Washington, D. C. 


New Yoru, December 2, 1846. 


Sin: As an act of justice to the regiment which I had the honor 
to command in the actions of the 8th and 9th of May last, at Palo 
Alto and Resaca de la Palma, and as an act of duty which I owe to 
myself and my country; I have the honor to submit for your con- 
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sideration a report of the services rendered by the 5th regiment of 
infantry while it continued under my command, up to the time I 
.was wounded, which was near the close of the action of the 9th. 

It is proper to state that, in consequence of wounds which I re- 
ceived at that time, I have not, until recently, been able to make 
this report. Time, and our active operations in the field, did not 
permit me to enter upon this duty during the interval of the two 
engagements. Circumstances have therefore prevented me, until 
this late period, from bearing testimony to the part performed by 
the gallant corps then under my command in the brilliant victories 
of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma. | 

On the 8th of May, the 5th infantry, on the right flank of th 
army, advanced, in obedience to your orders, in line of battle, in 
the direction oí the enemy, until our batteries were thrown forward 
to answer his fire. This fire was received with great firmness by 
my command for about half an hour, when it was discovered that 
there was a movement of a large body of the enemy’s cavalry from 
his left, passing around a skirt of woods towards our right flank, 
apparently with the intention of turning it. I received orders to 
march the regiment in that direction and intercept them; ia obe- 
dience to which, we moved promptly to the right and rear until we 
- gained a position which would cover our wagon train, and where I 
supposed the enemy must pass. A moment afterward they were 
seen approaching along the border of the chapparel, about three 
hundred yards from us, and numbering, at the least estimate, over 
one thousand of his choicest troops. I immediately caused the 
regiment to form square to receive them. As soon as they observed 
this disposition on our part they formed for a charge, and eame at 
a rapid speed along a small morass, some two hundred yards dis- 
tant from the first front of our square. Here they turned to the 
right and towards our second front, advancing within about eighty 
yards, and delivered their fire. I was much gratified, at this crisis, 
to observe the cool and determined courage of my officers, and the 
encouragement they gave their men to stand firm in their places, 
impressing upon them the importance of maintaining the square. 

This was one of those moments which try the discipline and 
courage of the true soldier. After delivering his fire, the enemy 
continued to advance with energy and determination until within 
forty or fifty yards of our second front. "When I ordered this front 
to fire, most fatal and decisive was the effect; many of the enemy 
fell; the charging column was thrown into disorder and retreated. 
While on the retreat, and when about five hundred yards from, and 
opposite to, our first front, they met two guns of their horse artillery 
advancing to their support. Here they halted to protect and to 
give their artillery an opportunity to fire into our square. Atthis 
opportune moment, Lieutenant Ridgely, who had been ordered to 
report to me with two pieces of artillery, was seen approaching 
with the guns, his horses at full speed; he opened his fire so 
promptly, and with such effect, that the enemy's artillery were 
completely routed,and retreated precipitately, under the protection 
of their cavalry, without discharging a gun. 
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The gallantry of my officers, and good conduct of my meri, were 
most conspicuous—all that a commander could desire. The repulse 
of the enemy was so signally executed that I trust it had an influ- 
ence upon the fortunes of the day. It affords me pleasure to state 
that the gallant bearing of Lieutenants Ridgely and French, and 
the effective fire of their guns, was a subject of marked admiration; 
as also the conduct of Captain Walker with his small command of 
Texan rangers. Towards the close of the day, the 5th infantry, 
retaining its position upon the right, was thrown forward, under tbe 
direction of Colonel Twiggs, on the prolongation of the new line 
of battle prepared to protect our right flank from a repetition of 
the enemy?s charge. During a portion of this time the enemy's 
artillery poured a galling fire into us, from which the men were, in 
a measure, sheltered, by being made to sit down, thus allowing many 
of their balls to pass over them. While in this position a cannon 
shot struck into a squadron of dragoons, moving through a marsh 
in front of us, killing some horses and disabling one man. Soon 
afterwards, Captain Martin Scott, attracted by his groans to observe 
his situation, advanced with, and under a severe fire, and withdrew 
him from the mud and water under his horse, and sent him to the 
surgeons, by whom his life was saved. Such acts of gallantry and 
humanity deserve our admiration. The 5th regiment occupied this 
position until near the close of the action, when it was ordered to 
the baggage train, and there reposed upon its arms. To Major 
Stainford my thanks are due for his prompt assistance in the field. 

I was much gratified with the gallant conduct of Captains Scott, 
(acting as field officer,) Merrill, Smith, Hooe, and Chapman; First 
Lieutenants Marcy, Ruggles, Stevenson, Whitall, Deas, (adjutant,) 
and Second Lieutenants Fowler, Norwell, Rosecrants, J. P. Smith, 
Edmund K. Smith, G. P. Pitcher, and Crittenden, all of whom I 
respectfully recommend to your most favorable consideration. 
The conduct of the non-commissioned officers and men, including 
the regimental band attached to the grenadier company, armed with 
. muskets, was worthy of all praise. | 
The strength of the regiment was about three hundred and fifty 
men, of whom four were severely wounded during the action. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| J. S. McINTOSH, 
Colonel Brevet United States Army. 
Major W. W.S. Briss, 
Assistant Adjutant General, Army of Occupation, 
Monterey, Mexico. 


New York, December 2, 1846. 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the ser- 
vices of the 5th regiment of infantry while under my command, on 
the 9th of May Jast, in the action of Resaca de la Palma. 

On the morning of the 9th, our army formed line (the 5th infantry 
still occupying the right flank) upon the ground where the battle 
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of the 8th had been fought. After advancing a short distance 
towards the enemy the army was halted, and the 5th infantry thrown 
forward into a clump of woods on our right, to ascertain if the 
enemy had taken up a new position beyond the woods. 

It was soon ascertained that he had retreated towards Fort 
Brown, and the army in column of companies, the 5th infantry in 
front, put in motion towards that point in pursuit. 

This position of the regiment was retained until we arrived near 
the enemy at Resaca de la Palma, when I was ordered to deploy it 
to the left of the road, so asto cover a large portion of the enemy’s 
line, advance upon him and commence the action. The regiment 
extended promptly and marched towards the enemy. When within 
about one hundred and fifty yards of them, they opened a fire upon 
us with their artillery and small arms; at this time, finding the 
regiment had extended too far to the left, I ordered it to close to 
the right, and a portion of it crossed over to the right of the road 
and there engaged the enemy, who occupied a strong position on 
the ravine. Thus the regiment was exposed to the full force of 
the fire of the Mexican army for about fifteen minutes, before any 
other infantry, except Captain McCall’s advance party, had time to 
arrive to its support. During this period, the 5th infantry kept up 
a most galling and incessant fire upon the enemy, killing and 
wounding many of them, until a squadron of dragoons was ordered 
to make a charge, when, immediately afterwards, the regiment 
advanced with impetuosity and charged the enemy’s line. 

The dense chapparel, and a want of knowledge of the ground, 
compelled the officers to operate separately and independently, as 
it was impossible in extended order to see but few men on the right 
and left. i 

Captains and subalterns led forward their men regardless of con- 
cert, and charged a large portion of the enemy’s line. Captains 
Murrill, Smith, and Hooe, Lieutenants Ruggles, Whitall, Fowler 
and Rosecrant’s, company commanders, Lieutenants Crittenden and 
Edmund K. Smith, with their men, charged his centre and right 
with great effect; while Captain Chapman, Lieutenants Marcy and 
Stevenson, commanding companies, and Lieutenants Norvell and J.. 
P. Smith, with their men, charged the left of the enemy’s line, 
routing him from his first position and taking several prisoners. 
Captain Martin Scott, (acting as field officer,) with a small party of 
men, in conjunction with a portion of Captain McCall’s party, ad- 
vanced on the enemy’s right wing, and engaged in a deadly con- 
flict at close quarters for some considerable time before he was re- 
inforced. Lieutenant Fowler, who had in the meantime recovered 
from the stunning effects of a grape shot sufficiently to join in the 
conflict, and Captain E. K. Smith, Lieutenants Rosecrant’s, Whitall, 
Crittenden, and Edmund K. Smith, with their men, engaged the 
enemy at some of his guns in the ravine,and carried them. While 
the 5th infantry was thus engaged, Captain Hooe received a grape 
shot wound in his sword arm, while gallantly charging a battery at 
the head of a few men, on the border of the ravine where the 

second line of the enemy was posted. “his compelled him to leave 
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the fieid. About this time, I encountered in personal. combat five 
of the enemy, and wasoverpowered,receiving three bayonet wounds, 
which disabled me from keeping the field, when the command of 
the regiment devolved upon Major Stainford. 

The enemy were mostly routed, and five pieces of their artillery 
were captured before I fell. 

It is but justice to state, that the coóperation of the 3d and 4th 
regiments of infantry, and Captain McCall’s advance party, con- 
tributed much to our success. There were so many instances of 
daring on the part of both officers and men, that I am unable to 
designate among them one more deserving than another; and while 
I recommend them to your favorable consideration for distinguished 
gallantry, I perform a duty most gratifying to my feelings. 

Repgrts have already been made of the killed and wounded in 
that day’s action, it is unnecessary for me to advert to it. 

J am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. S. McINTOSH, 
Colonel Battalion U. S. Army. 

Major W. W. S. Briss, 

A. A. General, Army of Occupation, Monterey, Mexico. 


No. 11. 


e HEAD-QUARTERS, Army OF OccuPATION, , 
Camp near Monterey, January 30, 1847. 


Six: I respectfully enclose a report from Brigadier General 
Wool, dated the 27th instant, which communicates the unpleasant 
intelligence of the capture, by the enemy, of two reconnoitring 
parties from the Kentucky and Arkansas regiments of cavalry, 
numbering inall about 85 men; also, his report of the29th, announc- 
ing the capture of another small party from the Kentucky regiment. 
It will be perceived that these unfortunate occurrences have been 
the direct result of a want of vigilance and disobedience of orders; 
it is hoped they may prove a lesson to the troops. "The intelli- 
gence from the front is of such a character, as to induce me to 
change my head-quarters immediately to Saltillo, for which place 
Í will march to-morrow, with Lieutenant Colonel May’s squadron, 
_ two batteries, and the regiment of Mississippi volunteers. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. Army, commanding. 
The ADJUTANT GENERAL | 
Of the Army, Washington, D. C. 


HEAD-QUABTERS, Buena VISTA, 
January 27, 1847. 


Mayor: During the alarms of the approach of the Mexicans upon 
Saltillo, I sent Major Borland, with fifty men, to make a recon- 
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noissance of the San Luis Potosi road, and,if practicable, to go as 
far as Encarnacion, about fifty-five miles from Saltillo, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining whether or not the enemy had advanced to . 
that place, and to return immediately and to report the result of 
his observations. He lefton the 18th, and arrived at the Encar- 
nacion the next morning, but found notroops there,they having left 
the morning before. Instead of returning, as ordered, he took the 
liberty of halting, and sent an express to Colonel Yell for a rein- 
forcement. 

Colonel Yell, on receiving the major's application, sends to me 
for permission to go with his whole regiment to join the major, and 
to go as far as the Salado. I sent the application to Major General 
Butler, who refused it, but sent me word by the bearer he would 
see me in a few moments. Shortly after, I sent the refusal to 
Colonel Yell. The general called at my tent, when I proposed to 
send an order for the immediate recall of Major Borland. , The 
general replied there was no necessity of sending the order, as he 
was immediately going to see Colonel Yell, and, if necessary, he 
would give the order. 

It appears that Major Borland was joined by Major Gaines's and 
Captain Clay's companies, about 30 or 35 strong, who were ordered 
by General Butler to make a reconnoissance in the same direction. 
They decided at once to continue their reconnoissance as far as the 
Salado; the result of which was the surprise and capture of the 
whole party, by about 500 Mexican cavalry, commanded by 
General Minon. 

_ lt is reported they were surprised early in the morning, while 
asleep, with no pickets or sentinels te guard against surprise. 
When the report was first received, I did not believe it, and sent 
Colonel Yell with a part of his regiment on the Potosi road, to as- 
certain the truth of the report; giving him instructions to be 
cautious, and not to advance too far, with a guard in front and on 
the flanks to prevent a surprise, and to return immediately and re- 
port. The colonel, however, proceeded to the Encarnacion, where 
he found no troops; and was about, contrary to my orders, to pur- 
sue thé same course of the major, and to proceed in the direction 
of Salado, when he received information from Mexicans of the ap- 
proach of General Minon, with 3,000 cavalry. From his account, 
he barely escaped being captured. | | 

We have various reports of some 3,000 to 5,000 cavalry and in- 
fantry approaching for the purpose of cutting off our outposts and 
supplies. I cannot believe that any troops have advanced beyond 
the Encarnacion. I have ordered the troops in front and on the 
Palomas road to keep up an active reconnoissance on all the roads 
by which the enemy can approach us. I find it, however, difficult 
indeed to induce the volunteers to obey orders, either as pickets, 
sentinels, or as reconnoitring parties. Notwithstanding the recent 
capture of Major Borland and party, and the most positive orders 
to guard against surprises, two of the outposts had paid no atten- 
tion to either, and went to sleep without a sentin«e] or picket; at 
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least so it has been reported by those I sent to enforce my orders, 
and to look out for the enemy. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c. &c. 

JOHN E. WOOL, 
Brigadier General. 
To Major W. W. S. Briss, 
Assistant Adjutant General, 
. Major Gen. Taylor’s Head-quarters. 


(Endorsement on fourth page of the above letter.) 


By your permission I have opened this letter. : 
W. O. BUTLER,. 
Major General, Se, 


HEAD-QUARTERS, Buena VISTA, 
January 29, 1847. 


GENERAL: Since mine of the 27th instant, we have had the usual 
S htly alarms of the approach of the enemy. They all come from 

altillo. 

The enemy, undoubtedly, is at Encarnacion, and perhaps small 
parties have been within twelve leagues of Saltillo. It is also re- 
ported by Mexicans that a considerable number of rancheros have 
embodied themselves, and are not far off, laying in wait for any 
small reconnoitring parties that may come in their way. 

It was reported to me last night that a party, consisting of 
Captain Heady and seventeen men, Kentucky volunteers, were cap- 
tured on the 27th by a party of rancheros, under the following cir- 
cumstances: Captain Heady was sent out on a reconnoitring party 
by Lieutenant Colonel Fields. When about 12 or 15 miles from 
their station, they stopped at a ranche and asked for liquor to 
drink. It was immediately furnished, and in abundance. The men 
became intoxicated, and in that condition left the ranche. They 
were afterwards captured, and, as reported, without resistance, or 
a gun's being fired. I have no idea of the city of Saltillo or the 
troops at this place being attacked. I presume, however, until 
some decisive measures are taken to check them, our reconnoitring 
parties will be in danger, especially if they are not more vigilant 
than they have heretofore been. | 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
JOHN E. WOOL, 
Brigadier General. 
Major General TAYLOR, 
Commanding the Army of Occupation, 
Monterey, .Mezico. 


P. S.—As I was not placed in command, but assumed, froma 
notice that Major General Butler would be absent four or five days, 
tle command of the troops at or near Saltillo, hence I do not feel 
authorized to make any movement of the troops beyond what I sup- 
posed to be the intention of General Butler. B 
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The following is a list of the detachment under Captain Heady. 
They left camp on the morning of the 26th, and were EE on 
the 27th of January. 


Captain W. J. Heady. 
Lieutenant T. Churchill. š 
Sergeant J. W. Owings. 
(f L. White. 
Corporal James Springer. 
ge George Sharp. 


D | James Kemp. 
Private A. Alexander. 
G. Bennett. 
de J. Fg Bell. 
« W. J. Clark. 
d W. Devisorruandi. 


« R. Thomas. 
ae D. W. Levan. 
H J. C. Stalman. 
« J. Vidits. 
d J. Marshall. 
« W. Thomas. 
Interpreter White, Price's company. 
E. M. VAUGHN, P 


Fesruary 4, 1847. 


No. 12. 


° HEAD-QUARTERS, Army OF OCCUPATION, 
| Camp near Saltillo, February 4, 1847. 


Sig: I recpectiully report that I arrived at this place on the 2d 
instant, with the troops mentioned in my despatch, No. 11. The 
enemy had been reported in considerable force in this neighbor- 
hood, and the reports of his advance assumed such a positive shape, 
that I was induced to hasten my departure from Monterey. On. 
arriving here, however, I found everything quiet in our front. 
The force which made the recent captures was entirely of cavalry, 
and is believed to have fallen back tq its first position in the vi-- 
cinity of Mataquala. Indeed it is reported that a large portion of 
the troops at San Luis have taken the direction of Vera Cruz. I 
expect to be àdvised in a few days, on this and other points, touch- 
ing the position and movements of the enemy. 

In order to restore confidence among the volunteer troops, which 
has been a little shaken by the late disasters, and at the same time 
to cause the return of the inhabitants of Saltillo, who have been 
driven from their homes by the frequent alarms, I propose to es- 
tablish a camp at Agua Nueva, 18 miles ip advance of this posi- 
tion, to which point I will remove all the troops, except a select 
paron to hold Saltillo and guard the public stores in that city. 

y head-quarters will be changed to that place to-morrow. 
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A detachment of recruits for the 3d infantry, under the command 
of Captain Gordon, were left in Monterey when the regular troops 
were detached from this quarter to report to Major General Scott. 
The batteries which I brought from Victoria, and the two compa- 
nies of artillery (C and E, 1st artillery) at this place and Saltillo, 
are g»eatly reduced, and as I have no other means of rendering - 
them effective, I have deemed it a matter of absolute necessity to 
attach Captain Gordon's recruits to them, as you will see from my 
D special orders,“ No. 7. Should recruits arrive for those compa- 
nies, the men now attached may join their regiment. Nothing but 
the most urgent necessity, resulting from the prospect of immedi- 
ate service, has caused this temporary assignment. I trust it will 
not be disapproved by the department. 

From“ Agua Nueva” I shall address you more fully in regard 
to the state of the service in this quarter. I will also furnish lists 
of the volunteers recently captured, &c. 

Our latest official date from Washington is December 10th, 
though newspapers have been received of December 31st. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. Si A., commanding. 
The Apsutant GENERAL of the Army, 
Washington, D. C. 


No. 13. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, Army oF OCCUPATION, 
Agua Nueva, 18 miles south of Saltillo, Feb. 7, 1847. 


SIR: I changed my head-quarters to this place on the 5th instant, 
bringing forward, in the first instance, Lieutenant Colonel May’s 
squadron of dragoons, two batteries, (Sherman’s and Bragg’s,) and 
the regiment of Mississippi riflemen. Yesterday, the 2d Ken- 
tucky and 2d and 3d Indiana regiments came up, and will be join- 
ed in another day or two by the other troops in and near Saltillo, 
‘except the smal! garrison of seven companies left in that town. 

Although advised by Major General Scott to evacuate Saltillo, I 
.am confirmed in my purpose of holding not only that poiat, but this 
` position in its front. Not to speak of the pernicious moral effect 
upon volunteer troops of falling back from points which we have 
gained, there are powerful military reasons for occupying this ex- 
tremity of the pass rather than the other. The scarcity of water 
and supplies for a long distance in front compels the enemy either 
to risk an engagement in the field or to hold himself aloof from us; 
While, if we fell back upon Monterey, he could establish himself 
strongly at Saltillo, and be in position to annoy more effectually 
our flanks and our communications. 

I have no intelligence from the interior more recent or more au- 
thentic than that heretofore communicated. "There is understood 
to be no considerable force in our front, nor is it likely that any 
serious demonstration will be made in this direction. The fre- 
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quent alarms since the middle of December, seei to have been 
without substantial foundation. Iam happy to add, that the popu- 
lation of Saltillo is fast returning to the city. Under the judicious 
management of Major Warren, a discreet officer of Illinois volun- 
teers, who commands in the town, it is hoped that the people may 
remain quietly in their Lomes. 

I respectfully enclose copies of statements showing the names of 
the officers and men recently captured by thé enemy, as reported 
in my despatch, No. 11. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A. 2 commanding. 
The Apsutant GENERAL of the Army, 
Washington, D. C. 


Report of the men captured at Encarnacion, belonging to 1st Ken- 
tucky volunteers, (cavalry.) 


. Lieutenant Geo, R. Davidson. 

. Corporal John Swigert. 

. Musician James Herring. 

: Private J. G. Baites. 
Cyrus Calvert. 

ge Robert Cochran. 

M Z. Dougherty. 

xn A. W. Holeman. 

S John A. Scott. 

10. A. Wilkerson. 

11. H. S. Wood. 

19, N W m. Whitehead. 


The above are from Captain Milam’s company. 
13. Wm. L. Paine, second sergeant, diim Captain Pennington’s 


OID OR WI 


company. 
14. Private B. S. Dowell. ` 
15. Wm. Funk. ° 


16. John Scott. 
17.  ** James Kenedy. 
18. ““ A. Ware. 
19. € J. W. Johnson. 
20. ““ Jobn Magner. 
21. Benj. R. Myers. 
22. € Isaac Rodgers. 
23. “ Wm. Kelly. 

"The following are from Captain C. M. Clay’s company. 
24. Captain C. M. Clay. 
25. Private Alfred Ayebright. 
26. “ David Barry. 
27. A. C. Bryan. 
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28. Private Benj. “ Chapman. 2 
29. John J. Finch. 

30. 64 Harrison Igo. 

31.“ David C. Jones. 

32. C. E. Morney. 

33, S Wm. Ratcliffe. 

34. John Richardson. 

35. § Jacob Walker. 


Privates in the Tennessee regiment of cavalry, sent to Captain 
C. M. Clay’s company by General Butler. 

The above constitute the command under Major John P. Gaines, 

who left camp on the morning of the 18th instant, and who are 


said to be captured by the enemy. 
E. M. VAUGHN, 
Aldjutant Lef regiment Kentucky cavalry. 


Camp at La ENCANTADA, 
Mexico, January 31, 1847. 


The following i is a list of the names of the members of the Ar- 
kansas regiment, captured at Encarnacion: 


1. Major Solon Borland. 
2. Captain Christopher C. Danley, company B. 
3. 1st Sergeant Simon Cason, Captain Porter’s company, A 
4. Farrier James Richmond. 
5. Private Robert Adams. 
6. James Crooks. 
Ta S William T. Edwards. 
8. John Magress. 
9 Ve Moses Nelson. 
10. t€ George Ramsey. 
IL t“ Washin n Tuggle. 
12. Oliver Bilbey, Captain Danley’s company, B 
13. ““ Emsey Brown. 
:14. “& © William Russel. 
15. € Ezekiel P. Martin. 
Jos “s Charles S. Mooney. 
fno < Paul Williams. 
18. “ Pulaski Whitten. 
19. 2d Sergeant Charles G. Lyon, Captain Hunter's company, H. 
20. Private George Underwood. 
21. William J. Reeves. 
22. € William R. Speegle. 
03. € Thomas Webb. 
24. Russell Williams, Capt. R. G. Preston's company, H. 
25. Joel W. Curtis. 
26.“ Richard Steele. 
27... = Richard Huggins. 
28. Thomas Smart, Captain Eo lish’s compan i 
29.' «f William Montgomery. š Pur 
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30. Private? Joseph Jester. 
31. "5 Stephen Jester. ; 
9. t Anderson Stinton. | 
33. ““ Andrad Marshall, Captain Dillard's company; F. 
34. John Finley. 
36. “ Wiiliam Holman. (^ 


By order of Colonel Yell, commanding Arkansas volunters. 
J. MEARES, Adjutant. 


14. 


Heap-quarTers, Army oF OCCUPATION, 
Agua Nueva, February 14, 1847. 


Sin: Since my last despatch of February "th, the occupation of 
this position has been completed, by the arrival of Brigadier Ge- 
neral Wool, with the remaining vorps left in rear. The troops are 
now conveniently encamped, and can readily take up excellent de- 
fensive positions when necessary. Every thing is quiet in and about 
Saltillo. | 

I am urging supplies forward as rapidly as practicable from the 
rear, and from the direction of Parras, for, if joined by a sufficient 
force of the new regiments, I wish to be able to take advantage of 
any opportunity that may offer to create a diversion in favor of 
Major General Scott's operations. Of those new regiments, none 
have yet been reported to me, nor do I know how many I may cal- 
culate upon, for service in this quarter. š 

I can communicate no very recent intelligence from the interior. 
Up to the 26th of January, the Mexican congress had done nothing 
to supply the wants of the army; which had received nothing ſer 
January, and but haff the necessary funds for December. Rumors 
reach our camp, from time to time, of the projected advance of a 
Mexican force upon this position, but I think such a movement im- 
probable. The command is held at all times in readiness for the 
enemy. 

I respectfully enclose a continuation of the list of killed, wounded 
and missing, incident to the operations before Monterey, as com- 
plete as it can be made from the records in my possession. There 
yet remain to be reported the wounded of company A, 3d artillery, 
killed and wounded of the 4th artillery, and killed and wounded 
of the 2d (Colonel Wood’s) regiment Texas mounted volunteers. 
These few remaining names, it is presumed, can be supplied from 
the regiméntal returns or muster rolls, on file in your office. 

Our last official dates from Washington are to the 10th cf Janua- 
ry. (The mail of yesterday, which brought Washington newspapers 
as late at the 15th, had nothing from your office. . 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. Army, commanding. 
Tothe Apsutant GENERAL of the Army, 
| Washington, D. C. 
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Continuation of the list of killed, wounded, and missing, f the army 
of occupation, during the operations before Monterey, from Sep- 
tember 21, to September 23, 1846. 


ES 
Names. Rank. = Regiment. Remarks. 

e 

o 


Kittep.— Regulars. 

Rowland Green....|Private| C|Ist artilUy.| September 21st. 

William Rihl......| “ 4 8thinf’y. | September 22d. 
Volunteers. 

Daniel McCarty....| „ |Diist Tex. m.] September 23d. 

A. W. J. D. Austin. Bugler| E ge September 21st. 

Jno. M. Fullerton. Corp'l| I ge September 21st. 


WouvNpEp.—Reg's. ; 

Henry Busse.. Private A|2d artillery} Sept. 23d. Slightly. 

Paul Bunzy........| * IH e Sept. 23d. Slightly. 

James Lynch ......| *'* |Al3dartillery| Sept. 22. severely; died 
of wounds Sep. 30. 

Michael Rock .....| Serg't| BI 8th inf’y. September 22d. 

Thomas Wills.....| * M September 21st. 


William Marshall.“ de September 22d. 
Richard Riley ... Private e September 23d. 
Lawrence Tacey...| ‘ ge September 23d. 
James McKnight...| ““ s September 23d. 


Volunteers. 
R. A. Gillespie. . Capt'n] K Ist Tex. m.] Sept. 22, mortally; died 
of wounds, Sept. 23. 
tt September 21st. 
ge September 23d. : 


d Sept@mber 21st. 


John Rabb ...... Private 
N. P. Browning. 
William Casly.....| € 
Jas. B. Barry.. ....| Serg't "C September 21st. 
B. F. Keys oov | Private « September 91st. 
Clinton De Witt...| Serg’t ge September 21st. 
Herman S. Thomas.|Private S Sep. 22, mortally; died 
of wounds, Sept. 23. 
September 21st. 
September 21st. 
September 22d. 
September 21st. 
September 21st. 


September 21s 
September 22 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General, U. S. A., command’g. 


MIO KR Hao 


Fielding Alston....! -* e 
Oliver Penkins. sears 

John Lac ep e 

Joel F. Minter..... de d 
John P. Waters.... 

G. M. Armstrong .. d e 
Gilbert Brush...... « « 


gx e 
* * 
* 
~ 
P 
m——————--———— A —— — 


Hzap-QUARTERS, Army OF OCCUPATION, 
Agua JVueva, February 14, 1847. 
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HEAp- QUARTERS, ARMY OF Occupation, 
Saltillo, February 25, 1847. 


Sin: I have respectfully to report that the main Mexican force 
is yet at Agua Nueva. Our troops hold the positions which they, ° 
have so well defended, and are prepared to receive the enemy 
should he venture another att: ck. 

An arrangement has been made with General Santa Anna for an 
exchange of prisoners, by which we shall receive all or nearly all 
of those captured from us at different times, besides the few taken in 
the action of the 23d. Our wounded, as well as those of the Mexi- 
cans which have fallen into our hands, have been removed to this 
place, and are rendered comfortable. 

Our loss in the recent action, so far as ascertained, amounts to 
264 killed, 450 wounded, and 26 missing: One company of the 
Kentucky ‘cavalry is not ‘included i in this statement, its casualties 
not being yet reported. I respectfully enclose a list of the com- 
missioned officers killed and wounded, embracing many names of ` 
the highest merit. e 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. Army, commanding. . 
The ADJUTANT CRM n | 
of the army, Washington, D. C. 


List of officers killed and wounded in the action of Buena Vista, 23d 
> > February, 1847. 


REGULARS: 
General staff. 
Killed... . . Captain Geo. Lincoln, assistant adjutant general. 


Wounded..Brevet Second Lieutenant Bryan, topographical en- 
gineers. 


Company E, 3d artillery. 
Wounded..Second Lieutenant W. G. French, severely. 
Company B, 4th artillery. | | 
Wounded. . First Lieutenant O'Brien, slightly. 
| VOLUNTEERS. | 
EU rifles. 


Killed... . First Lieutenant R. L. Moore. 
S Second Lieutenant Francis McNulty. 


20 


306 


Wounded. 


LE 
(e 
LE 
ec 


Killed 
Wounded. 


Killed... 
et 


Wounded. 


Killed. 
GE 


ce 
° « 


Wounded. 
T 


£C 


Wounded. 


Killed. 
LE 


(e 


Wounded. 
« 


(e 
&« 
ce 
(0 
ct 
LE 


Killed. 
Wounded. 


ç 
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Colonel Jefferson Davis, severely. 


Captain J. M. Sharp, severely. 
Lieutenant À. B. Convine, shghtly. 
Lieutenant Carnet Posey, slightly. 
Lieutenant J. P. Stockan, slightly. 


Kentucky cavalry. 
Adjutant E. M. Vaughn. 


One captain and three lieutenants, names not reported. 


Arkansas cavalry. 


. Colonel Archibald Yell. 


Captain Andrew R. Porter. 


.Lieutenant Thomas A. Reader. 


Second regiment Kentucky foot. 


.Colonel W. R. McKee. 


Lieutenant Colonel Henry Clay; jr- 
Captain J. W. Moss. 
Captain W. T. Willis. 


.Lieutenant E. L. Barber, slightly. 


Lieutenant W. S. Withers, severely. 
Lieutenant Thos. W. Napier, severely. 


INDIANA BRIGADE. 
Brigade staff. * 


Brigadier General Joseph Lane, slightly. 


Second regiment Indiana foot. 


Captain T. B. Kinder. 


Captain Wm. Walker. 
Lieutenant Thos. C. Parr. 


„Captain W. L. Sanderson, slightly. 
T 


Captain John Osborn, 
Lieutenant S. W. Cayce, ge 
Lieutenant H. Pennington,  *' 
Lieutenant David S. Lewis, . 
Lieutenant Joshua Moore, 
Lieutenant Justin Davis, ge 
Lieutenant J. À. Eperson, me 


Third regiment Indiana foot. 


Captain James Taggart. 
Major W. A. Gorman, slightly. 
Captain Jno. M. Sleep, 
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ILLINOISs BRIGADE. 
First regiment Illinois foot. 


Killed... . . Colonel Jno. J. Hardin. 


es Captain J. W. Zabriskie. 

a Lieutenant Bryan H. Houghton. 
Wounded. Lieutenant Jno. C. McConnell, slightly. 

e o Lieutenant Hezekiah Evans, gd 


Second regiment Illinois foot. 


Killed... .. Captain Woodward. 
de Lieutenant À. B. Rountree. 
40 Lieutenant Fletcher. 
g Lieutenant Ferguson. 
e Lieutenant Robbins. 
t Lieutenant T. Kelby. 
« Lieutenant Bartleson. 
« Lieutenant Atherton. 
de Lieutenant Price. 


Wounded .. Captain Coffey. 
« Captain Baker. 


« Lieutenant Jno. A. Pickett. 

A0 Lieutenant Engleman. 

d Lieutenant Steel. 

d Lieutenant West. 

de Adjutant Whiteside. 

Company Texas volunteers attached to Illinois brigade. 

Killed..... First Lieutenant Campbell. 

We Second Lieutenant Leonhard. x 


Wounded..Captain Connor. 
W. W. S. BLISS, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


Assistant Apsutant GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Army of Occupation, Saltillo, February 25, 1847. 


War DEPARTMENT, April 3, 1847. 


Sia: Your communications of the 24th and 25th of February, 
and the 1st of March, announcing the brilliant success of the troops 
under your command at Buena Vista, against the forces of the 
enemy, vastly superior in numbers, have been laid before the 
President, and I am instructed to convey to you his high apprecia- 
tion of the distinguished services rendered to the country by your- 
self and the officers and soldiers of your command, on that occa- 
sion. 

The victory achieved at Buena Vista, while it adds new glory to 
our arms, and furnishes new proofs.of the valor and brave daring 
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of our officers and soldiers, will excite the admiration, and call 
forth the gratitude, of the nation. 

The single fact that five thousand of our troops, nearly all volun- 
teers, who, yielding to the impulse of patriotism, had rallied to 
their country's standard for a temporary service, were brought into 
conflict with an army of twenty thousand, mostly veteran soldiers, 

and not only withstood and repulsed the assaults of this numerous 
host—led by thetr most experienced. geüeral—but; ih a protracted 
battle of two days, won a glorious victory, is the most indubitable 
evidence of the consummate skill and gallant cohduct of our officers, 
and the devoted her ism of the troops under their command. It 
will ever be a proud distinction to have been in the memorable 
battle of Buena Vista. Gru ME GENEE j .. 

The general Joy which the intelligence of this success of our arms 
has spread through the land, is mingled with regret that it has been 
obtained at so great a price—that so many heroic men have fallen 
in that sanguinary conflict. They díed in the intrepid discharge 
of a patriotic duty; and will be honored. and lamented by a gratetul 
nation. M IM 1 | 

You will cause this communication td be published to the troops 
under your command. WWP 

] have the honor to be, very respectfully, your, obedient ser- 
vant, ` „ Be We RW 

DES W. L. MARCY, 
Sececretary of War. 
Major General ZACHARY Tayor, U. S: army, f 
" Commanding, §C., Agua Nueva, Mexico. 
VCC | 
No. 19. "n am EN EDUC 
ET" ee m e 
` HEAD-QUARTERS, Army oF OccuPATION; 
Camp near Monterey, March 6, [14] 1847. 


Sin: I have the.honor to report.that I changed my head: uarters 
to this place on the 9th instant, leaving Brigadier General ool in 
command of the troops in front, I brought with me Lieutenant 
Colonel May's squadron of dragoons, Captain Bragg’s battery, 
which the guna and carriages re uire renewal) the Kentucky horse 
and the Mississippi regiment. i 1 Ohio bas 
moved forward and joined "General Wool, leaving four companies 
under the majór, at the Rinconada. The last advices from the front 
represent everything quiet. The Mexican army had halted at 
Mataliaula, reduced some 7,000 men below the strength in which it 
marched from that point against Saltillo. ° Matahaula is the 
point óh its line of retreat where supplies can be obtained. 
" In a communication ‘from the head-quarters of Major 
Scott, received since the action of Byena Vista, it is a OM 
under thé supposition ‘that the Mexican army had been €" 
towards Vera Cruz, that E should maneuvre offensively against 


— ` 
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Luis Potosi; and, as the department might now expect the same: 
thing, I wish to state, distinctly, that, even were my present force 
in a condition, in regard to supplies, materiel of. artillery, cavalry 
and artillery horses, &c., to undertake such an operation, it would; 
in my judgment, be the height of imprudence to attempt it, with- 
out at least two or three thousand regular troops; and. those of the 
veteran regiments which have seen service. a ge oua 
- Í regret to say that the communication between de. point and: 
Camargo has been interrupted since the destruction of the train, on. 
the 24th ultimo. A strong detachment! of infantry marched dowa ' 
seme days since, and to-morrew I shall despatch the Kentucky 
cavalry and a piece of artillery in the same direction: We are in; 
hourly expectation of some arrival from Camargo. We have no 
intelligence of the arrival of any of the new volunteer „ 
and no dates from Washington later than the Ist of escape: ben 
I um; e E Tespeottu lly, your obedient servant, — I E 
Ee. eg Et . Z. TAYLOR, 2 of 
; " an 8 Major General U. s. army, commonding- 


The Absorant GENERAL 0 of the Jp e SOE A ae 
. : ET bc E du lun fe 
ME | ashington, D. 0. Äñ„„ oe 

Sak 2 E MU coin d 
EE MN I zi Ee. Us ed ets e A ke ie, EE du 
EE E No. 20. tup Mea fr A | wit, fuer d 26 
Sege, ECH d. E e i "v E : ; B uu NC. NEE pasta niti 


Bean: e E oF’ eegenen ` SCH 


Camp near Monterey, March 15, 1847. ; 


1 oi 


Sin: 1 E enclose, herewith, a plan. of the battle ot, 
Buena Vista, prepares by Captain Linnard, topo raphical engineers, 
from surveys made under his directions by theo cers.of that Corps. , 
It could not be sent with the report, but SCH it da hoped, reach 
your office as soon., : nbn unn meo 

JI am; sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, NEE ER 

SE TAVLOB, 

| Major. General U. S. 23. commanding x. 

"The ADJUTANT GENERAL 8 

Of the dite Mis a D. C. 


(C E PUE ao ) heor 
wry f 1“ ¿Oo 1 Ié 
0a b a HEN CODI A 


+ 
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M E Er dé aede LU G 2 gt 
No. 21. LH AAT AM 
Ss ! SÉ ADU. EE e E ] 
~ Heap-quarters, Army op Occupation, 
u Camp near Monterey, March 20, 1847. 
Sm: I 1 the honor to report that, after the departure of Col- 
onel Marshall’s command on the 15th instant, I was advised that 
the enemy’s cavalry was in considerable force near Marin, on the 
Camargo road. I immediately marched, on the evening of the 16th, 
with a mixed command, and reached Marin early the next morning, 
where I joined Colonel Marshall. The enemy had been in his 
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front, watching a train on its way from Camargo, which encamped 
at Ramas, 8 miles from Marin, the night previous, but retired on 
our approach, in the.direction of Cadereita. After communicating 
with Colonel Curtis, commander of the escort, I despatched the 
train towards Monterey with a portion of the escort, and took up 
the march, with the remainder, in the direction taken by the ene- 
my. We reached Cadereita the following morning, the Mexican 
force retiring in the direction of Montemorelos. Not having a suf- 
ficient mounted force to pursue with any prospect of success, I re- 
turned to this place on the 18th instant. | 

I regret to report that a train despatched hence on the 5th was 
attacked near Seralvo, some 40 or 50 wagons destroyed, and several 
persons, volunteers and teamsters, were killed. I have, as yet, no 
official report of this unfortunate occurrence. The command was 
relieved at Seralvo by Colonel Curtis, and, no doubt, reached Ca- 
margo safely with the remainder of the train. 

To secure properly our communication with the rear, will require 
large detachments, employing: constantly two regiments, at least, 
80 GER as a force of cavalry infests this part of the country. I 
shall do all in my power to protect the convoys and keep open 
the communications. 

Of the new regiments of volunteers, only a part of the Virginia 
regiment have reported. The remainder is, doubtless, by this time, 
at Camargo. I learn, but not officially, that the 2d Mississippi re- 

iment, by some misapprehension, has gone to Tampico. Whether 
it will be sent back or retained by General Scott, as was done un- 
der similar circumstances with the South Carolina regiment, remains 
to be seen. The Massachusetts and North Carolina regiments had 
not arrived at the last advices. Of the Texas regiment, I am ad- 
vised that not more than four companies can be raised. "They are 
probably by this time at Camargo. 

We have nothing very authentic from the interior. The Mexi- 
can army, when last heard of, was yet at Matehaula, and Santa 
Anna was said to be making every exertion to recruit it. He does 
not, at any rate, seem to be detaching in the direction of Vera 
Cruz, relying, perhaps, upon the defences, or upon the troops al- 
ready collected in that quarter. 

A report has reached us of the arrival of Brigadier General 
Kearny, with a considerable force, at Chihuahua. If such be the 
fact, and if General Kearny have orders to join me, it will be a 
. most seasonable reinforcement; but I do not attach much credit to 
the rumor. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 
The ADJUTANT GENERAL | 
Of the Army, Washington, D. C. 
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HEAD-QUARTERS, ARMY OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, March 20, 1847. 


Sin: I beg leave to invite the attention of the department to some 
grave considerations connected with the state of things in that 
quarter. In so doing, I can hardly doubt that they have already 
occurred to the mind of the secretary; but, I yet consider it my 
duty to bring them specifically to his notice. 

Thirteen regiments of volunteers, now serving on this line, will 
be entitled to their discharge iñ two or three months. A very small 
portion, if any, of these volunteers, will consent to serve for the 
war. To replace this force, we have so far, at most, four regi- 
ments of foot, and part of a regiment of horse. To what extent 
this force may be increased by enlistment in the new regular regi- 
ments, or by new volunteers yet to be called out, I have not the 
means of judging; but, looking to the past, it is not probable that 
it will be materially increased before the discharge of the old regi- 
ments. With this limited force, it will be physically impossible to 
hold the line we now occupy, and I respectfully submit to the de- 
partment the advantage, and necessity, of issuing instructions to 
meet this case; for, if a new line is to be taken up while the enemy 
is in our front, it should be done before the discharge of so large a 
portion of our force. E 

The 12 months volunteers are looking impatiently forward to the 
period of their discharge, and this fact causes me additional anxi- 
ety in regard to their replacement. | 

Although my communications to the department for nearly six 
months have received no response, and I am discouraged from pre- 
senting my views, I yet feel bound, in the present instance, to do 
so, that a serious embarrassment may be provided against in due 
time.. f 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

| Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 


The ApJUTANT GENERAL 
Of the Army, Washington, D. C. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, May 6, 1847. 


Sin: Some time previous to the receipt of your letter of the 20th 
March, measures had been taken here to send forth to the se#t of 
war troops to take the place of the volunteers whose term of ser- 
vice is limited to twelve months. Steps have also been taken, 
under authority of á recent act of Congress, to re-engage as many 
of these volunteers as could be induced to serve to the end of the 
war. Though very desirable to have them remain in service, it has - 
at no time been supposed that the number which might be willing 
to do so would be large. The department has, therefore, looked 
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to other sources for obtaining the requisite force to answer the 
exigencies of the public service. 

The adjutant general has been directed to send you a statement, 
carefully prepared by him, which will inform you of the number 
of troops, as nearly as can be ascertained here, now in Mexico and 
on the way there, and the destination given to them by orders from 
this department. It is expected that those under your immediate 
command, will be full ten thousand; and that though, for a season 
at least, you may lose by the change, yet the arrival of these new 
levies and volunteers for the war vill fully supply the place of 
those who will soon be entitled to a discharge. * 

In what particular manner this force, as well as the still larger 
one which will be under the immediate command of Major General 
Scott, shall be employed; how far the movements of the one column. 
Shall be with or without particular. reference to the other, cannot 

-now be determined here, and must, in a great measure, be left to 
the discretion and judgment of the general-in- chief commanding in 
Mexico. Having indicated to you the force which has been as- 
signed to your command, the government desires your opinion as 
to the employment of it, under any probable contingencies, in the 
way most effective for the successful prosecution of the war. 

Herewith, I send you a copy of a letter of the 30th ultimo, ad- 
dressed to Major General Scott, relating to the subject above re- 
ferred to. In that communication, it will be observed that he is 

. instructed to confer with you in regard to your operations, and to 
give such directions thereto as the exigencies of the public service 
e) require. 9 - 

. The official report of Colonel Doniphan, from Chihuahua, of the 
4th of March, detailing his operations in that quarter, has just 
come to hand. By this report, the gratifying intelligence is re- 
ceived that with less than one thousand men under his command, 
he achieved a signal victory over a Mexican force quadruple in 
numbers, with a loss of only one man killed and.ten wounded, 
while that of the enemy is stated to be about three hundred killed 
and the same number wounded. The effect of this action has been 
to disperse the enemy, and to place in our immediate possession 
the city and departuent of Chihuahua. But as the military occu- 
pation of that place is not now deemed important, in reference to 
the objects of the war, (the position held by you being in advance 
of it,) and could not be kept up without increased means and ex- 
pense; and as the troops which now hold it in possession will soon 

e entitled to their discharge, the course you have pursued, in or- 
dering them to join the column under your command, meets with 
the agprobation of the department. . | | 

. The adjutant general will communicate to you the views of the 
government, in regard to the course to be pursued in discharging 
the volunteers. It is certainly advisable that they should be kept 
together in their company or regimental organization, and sent to 
New Orleans, except such as may choose to re-engage for the war, 
and there be paid and finally discharged. General Scott has inti- . 
mated his intention to retain those with him on the line of his opera- 
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tions until the end of the twelve months, regarding the time re- 
quired for the returning home from the place of service not to be 
included in the term for which they. engaged. Such is understood 
to.have. been .established by former practice. If, however, those 
under your command should insist upon being taken to the. place 
of discharge within the year for which they engaged to serve, it 
may not be advisable to resist their claim, especially, if there 
should be no pressing emergency for retaining them 

- I regret to learn, as I do from several of your. communications, 
that i in some instances there has been an extraordinary delay in: 
the receipt of communications addressed to you from this depart- 
ment. With the moreimportant of these, particularly that of the 25th 
of November, advising you that Major. General Scott had been or- 
dered to the seat of war, unusual care was taken to insure its speedy 
and safe transmission. On inquiry at the office of the adjutant. 
general, it does not appear that you have acknowledged .the.re- 
ceipt ef it, and [ am, therefore, apprehensive that it never reached. 
you. I herewith send a copy, with an endorsement on it of the 
means taken to have it reach you- expeditiously. ` -Your communi-: 
cation of the 3d of March,“ addressed eee to me; has been re- 
ceived. . . : 
Very respectfully, 3 your obedient servant, ae 

„ 2 TE W. L. MARCY, 
EES . War.. 
Major General Z. TayLon, Es 
MEME H S. Geld at Monterey, Mexico. 


No. 23 
HEAD-QUARTERS, ARM oF Occupation, " 
Camp near Monterey, March 22, 1847. 


Six: 1 deem it my duty to report, somewhat more in detail, the 
occurrences attending the interruption of our line of communica- 
tion with Camargo, and the service ee rendered by troops on 
that line. 

Pursuant to previous orders, issued before the advance of. the. 
enemy upon Saltillo, became known, the 2d Ohio regiment had 
occupied three posts on the line; Colonel Morgan, with com- 
panies, taking post at Seralvo, Lieutenant Colonel Irwin, with 
three at Marin, and Major Wall, with. at Punta Aguda. On 
the 21st of February, Colonel Morgan was ordered to concentrate 
his regiment and move forward to Monterey. The enemy had al- 
ready begun to infest the road, but Colonel Morgan, who had re- 
ceived the order on the night of the 23d, was able to bring up Major 
Wall’s command and march the next morning. 

On the road he was advised that a train on its way to Monterey, 
had been attacked that day, (24th,) near Ramas, and the escort and 


* Published, Doc. 37, 1st session, 30th Congress. 
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drivers, with a few exceptions, killed or made prisoners. On the 
morning of the 25th, Colonel Morgan was joined by twenty-five 
drivers and wagon masters, who had fled into the hills and es- 
caped the fate of their companrons. At two o'clock he reached 
the scene ef the disaster, and found the bodies of forty or more 
drivers horribly mutilated, the wagons burning, and several bodies 
thrown into the flames. Finding no wounded, the march was con- 
tinued to Marin, which was found to be almost deserted. The 
enemy’s cavalry, under General Urrea, had been before Marin for 
two days, and several skirmishes had taken place between them 
and Lieutenant Colonel Irwin’s command. The arrival from Mon- 
terey of a reinforcement of infantry and two field pieces, under 
Major Shepherd, 1st Kentucky regiment, had caused the Mexicans 
to retire, and relieved Lieutenant Colonel Irwin, who knew 
nothing of Colonel Morgan’s approach. At Marin, it was ascer- 
tained that the escort of the train (30 men under Lieutenant Bar- 
bour, Ist Kentucky regiment) had been surrounded and captured. 

At 12 o'clock at night, Colonel Morgan resumed his march, and 
first met the enemy near Agua Fria. Forming his command in 
square, and marching in that order, he continued to San Francisco, 
having onthe road several encounters with the enemy, who at- 
tempted, without success, to break his formation. From San 
Francisco, a messenger was despatched to Lieutenant Colonel 
Irwin, then. encamped at this place, who promptly took up the 
march, and with two pieces of artillery joined Colonel Morgan, 
at 11 o'clock, a.m. The enemy, who had in the mean time con- 
tinued his attacks, now made a final effort, but after a sharp action 
of a few minutes, was driven back and retreated from the field. 

The loss of Colonel Morgan's command in these affairs, was 
three Americans, and one friendly Mexican killed, one wagoner 
mortally, and one soldier slightly wounded. The enemy is sup- 
posed to have sustained a considerable loss, but from the nature of 
the engagement, its amount could not be ascertained. We have 
to lament the fall of Captain B. F. Graham, assistant quarter- 
master in the volunteer service, who was killed in the action after 
behaving in the most gallant manner. 

I would recommend to particular notice the gallant conduct and 
energy of Colonel Morgan throughout these operations. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Irwin, Major Wall, and Adjutant Joline, 2d Ohio 
regiment, and Major Shepherd, are also entitled to notice for good 
conduct and valuable services. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General, U. S. Army, commanding. 
The ADJUTANT GENERAL, : | 
of the Army, Washington, D. C. 
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No. 25. 


HEA D- ART ERS, ARMY oF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, March 28, 1847. 


Sin: I have the honor to report that our communications with 
the rear are now measurably secure, no interruption having taking 
place since that reported on the 20th instant. A train arrived 
on the 24th, under escort of the 1st Indiana regiment, and another 
is daily expected. It is understood that the regular cavalry of 
Urrea has retired from this quarter across the mountains, a natural 
result of the retreat of the main army towards San Luis, and of 
our precautions to secure the trains. 

All is quiet at Saltillo, the troops are in good health, and the 
wounded rapidly recovering. The inhabitants, both there and here, 
are generally returning to their homes, and in the country are en- 
gaged planting their crops. 

t is certain that a revolution has broken out in Mexico, directed 
against the existing 55 and that it was yet in progress 
on the 8th instant, Mexican papers of which date have reached 
Monterey. I respectfully enclose a copy of a proclamation issued 
by General Santa Anna, on the 14th instant, at San Luis Potosi, 
from which it appears that he was about leaving for the capitol to 
arrest the civil war, detaching, at the same time, a force in the 
direction of Vera Cruz. His army is understood to have fallen 
back on San Luis. 

I receive information that General Kearny with 1,300 men . has 
entered Chihuahua, after some resistance, being opposed by 2,000. 
I know not what faith to place in this intelligence. 

Two companies of the North Carolina regiment had reached 
Brassos at the last advices; nothing yet heard of the Massachusetts 
di een, or the rear companies of the Virginia. 

am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General, U. S. Army, commanding. 
The ADJUTANT GENERAL | 
of the Army, Washington, D. C. 


Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, general de division, benemento de la 
patria, presidente interino de la republica, y general-en-gefe del 
ejercito del norte, à sus subordinados: 


Compañeros! didecade enteramente al servicio de la patria, 
marchs a tomar las riendas del gobierno, haciendo con esto el mas 
costoso sacrificio; pues obro contra mi amor proprio y mis proposi- 
tos: pero este paso hara cesar la guerra civil que destroza nuestra » 
hermosa capital! dara unidad a nuestra defensa, y impulso a la 
lucha justisima que sustenenros contra los perfidos invasores y porla . 
que habeis combatido con tanta bravura y decision en los campos 
de la Angostura. 

Mis Amigos! nunca olvideraré vuestros hechos gloriosos en es 
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campo de batalla, las penalidades del desierto que habeis arrostrado 
con hereica sufrimiento, a sobre todo que tuve el honor de man- 
daros., La nacion osdebe una recompensa y la recibireis muy 
pronto por mi conducto, aun que no es esto que os estemula, a com- 
portaros como degrios de la gran Mejico. ` "T" 

: Soldados! Lois la esparanza de la patria y sus mejoras defensores; 
debeis pues atender a todas partes e por eso dispongo que dos bri- 
p de infantaria y una del caballeria con sus baterias correspon- 

lentes, marchen a la defensia del estado de Vera Cruz, guardando 
esta frontera el resto del ejercito. Conducidos en todo como hasta 
aqui, y jamas demerezcais el nombre ilustre que habeis adquirido. 

oya procuraros cuanto oshace falta para que podeis consumar la 
grande obra que os está encomendada, y estad seguros que en el 
peligro volvereis a ver a vuestro general. „ 

e E MEM IM ANT. LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

` CUARTEL GENERAL DE SAN Luis Porosi, ~ | 1 

Marzo 14, de 1847. „ 


No. 26. aa c RES 
- --HEeAD-QUARTERS, ARMY or ÜOCUPÁTION b. 
| | E Camp near Monterey, April 3, 1847. 
Sin: I have duly received a copy of your communication dated 
January 23d, to L. B. Kinton, late captain in the 2d Ohio regiment, 
and your unofficial note of January 23d on the same subject. 
Captain Kinton has reported to his colonel; but as the vacancy 
caused by his discharge had been duly filled by an election, the 
case was referred to me, and I have felt bound, under all the ot: 
cumstances, to decline issuing any order to restore him to his com- 
mand. P d E | 
Upon reference to the files, it 5 Captain Kinton's ap- 
plication for leave of absence reached my head-quarters on the 13th 
of December, as I was on the point of marching for Victoria, and 
by some inadvertence incident to the press of business, is suppose 
to have been mistaken for a resignation, and orders given ac 
cordingly. Had Captain Kinton; before leaving the country, 
notifed his colonel and my staff officer of this mistake, it woul 
have been corrected at once, arid no election held to supply his 
place; but in the absence of such correction, the usual course Was 
taken and his vacancy filled. As I had authority at any rate to 
order discharges in such cases, and as the new incumbent was 
legally and in due form elected, I do not consider that I have any 
right to displace him. I have advised Colonel Morgan, however 
that if any arrangement can be made within the regiment to meet 
the wishes of Captain Kinton, without detriment to the seryice 0r 
the rights of others, it will receive my sanction. (|. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| de | Z. TAYLOR, 
i | Major General U. S. A., commanding: 
The Apsvatant GENERAL of the Army, ö NW 
Washington, D. C. 
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HgAD-QUARTERS, ÀRMY OF OCCUPATION, ^ - 
Camp near Monterey, April 4, 1847. 


Sin: I have the gratification to enclose several documents this 
day received by express from Chihuahua. Although the original of 
Colonel Doniphan's report, detailing the decisive victory achieved 
by the gallantry of our troops at the Sacramento, and the subse- 
quent occupation of Chihuahua, may reach your office before this 
despatch, I deem it best to enclose it; to meet the case of failure 
on the other route. ZELDA up. Bx KD 
The copy of Colonel Doniphan’s letter to Brigadier General 
Wool, of March 20, will inform you of the state of his command 
and the embarrassment he feels in his position. As Chihuahua 
can, at any rate, be occupied but a very short time by Colonel 
Doniphan’s force, which is moreover suffering for want of pay and 
many supplies, I shall order it at once to join General Wool at 
Saltillo, where its wants can be supplied, and from which point, at 
the proper time, it can readily march to Brassos and embark for 
New Orleans for discharge. It will thus be saved many hundred 
miles of marching. I am induced to believe' that his column is 
already on its march from Chihuahua. The traders will have their 
election:to remain in Chihuahua, or come under protection of the 
column to Saltillo. 3 Eer SS 
Ihe term of service of the Ist Kentucky regiment will expire on 
on the 17th of May, a month earlier than that of most of the vol- 
unteer regiments. i have commenced moving it towards the Bras- 
sos, that it may embark in time to be mustered out in New Orleans 
at the end of its service. P e ee odo MD | 
Of the new volunteer regiments, the North Carolina, or a por- 
tion of it, bas arrived at Matamoras. But three companies have 
reported from Texas. ° 7 7 C 7 0 ` | 
We have nothing of an authentic character from the interior of 
Mexico since General Santa Anna’s proclamation of March 14, for- 
warded on the 28th ultimo. It is rumored that General Urrea, 
whose head-quarters are about Linares, has been reinforced, but it 
wants confirmation. Be means of the new companies from Texas, 
I hope soon to be better advised of his position and movements. 
Our reconnoissances are pushed as far as Encarnacion, on the San 
Luis route. Everything is quiet in that quarter. unb 
The last two arrivals have brought nothing official from the Uni- 
ted States: Our last date from your office is February 16, though 
we have news from Washington down to the adjournment of Con- 
ress. : 2E o ! od 
Ë I am, sir, very respectfully, your -obedient servant, ` 
d i | d | ` Z. TAYLOR, 
i Major General U. S. A., commanding. 


us 


The ADJUTANT GENERAL: | | 
Of the Army, Washington, D.C. ^ 
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HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY IN CHIHUAHUA, 
City of Chihuahua, March 20, 1847. 


Sin: The forces under my command are a portion of the Mis- 
souri volunteers, called into service for the purpose of invading 
New Mexico, under the command of Brigadier General (then Colo- 
ne Kearny. After the conquest of New Mexico, and before Gen- 
eral Kearny’s departure for California, information was received 
that another regiment and an extra battalion of Missouri volunteers 
would follow us to Santa Fé. The service of so large a force being 
wholly unnecessary in that State, I prevailed on General Kearny 
to order my regiment to report to you at this city. The order was 

iven on the 23d September, 1846; but after the general arrived at 
La Joya, in the southern part of the State, he issued an order re- 
quiring my regiment to make a campaign into the country inhabited 
by the Navajo Indians, lying between the waters of the Rio del 
Norte and the Rio Colorado of the west. This campaign detained 
me until the 14th of December, before our return to the Del Norte. 
We immediately commenced our march for El Paso del Norte with 
about 800 riflemen. All communication between Chihuahua and 
New Mexico was entirely prevented. On the 25th of December, 
1846, my van guard was attacked at Brazito by the Mexican forces 
from this State; our force was about 450, and the force"of the ene- 
my 1,100; the engagement lasted about forty minutes, when the 
enemy fled, leaving 63 killed and since dead, 150 wounded, and 
one howitzer, the only piece of artillery in the engagement on 
either side. On the 29th we entered El Paso without further op- 
position. From the prisoners and others I learned that you had 
not marched upon this State. I then determined to order a battery 
and 100 artillerists from New Mexico. "They arrived in El Paso 
about the 5th February, when we took up the line of march for this 
place. A copy of my official report of the battle of Sacramento, 
enclosed to you, will show you all our subsequent movements, up 
to our taking military possession of this capital. The day of my 
arrival I had determined to send an express to you forthwith; but 
the whole intermediate country was in the hands of the enemy, and 
we were cut off, and had been for many months, from all informa- 
tion respecting the Ámerican army. Mexican reports are never to 
be fully credited; yet, from all we could learn, we did not doubt 
that you would be forced by overwhelming numbers to abandon 
Saltillo, and of course we could send no express under such cir- 
cumstances. On yesterday we received the first even tolerably 
reliable information that a battle had been fought near Saltillo be- 
tween the American and Mexican forces, and that Santa Anna had 
probably fallen back on San Luis de Potosi. 

My position here is exceedingly embarrassing. In the first place, 
most of the men under my command have been in the service since 
the Ist of June, and have never received one cent of pay. Their 

marches have been hard, especially in the Navajo country, and 
no forage; so that they are literally without horses, clothes, or. 
money—nothing but arms and a disposition to use them. They are 
all volunteers, officers and men, and, although ready for any hard- 
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ships or danger, are wholly unfit to garrison a town or city. It is 
confusion worse confounded.” Having performed a march of more 
than 2,000 miles, and their term of service rapidly expiring, they 
are restless to join the army under your command. Still we cannot 
leave this point safely for some days; the American merchants here 
oppose it violently, and have several hundred thousand dollars at 
stake. They havesent mea memorial, and my determination has been 
made known tothem. A copy of both they will send you. Of one thing 
it is necessary to inform you; the merchants admit that their goods 
could not be sold here in five years; if they go south they will be 
as near to the markets of Durango and Zacatecas as they now are. 
I am anxious and willing to protect the merchants as far as practi- 
cable; but I protest against E here as a mere wagon guard, 
arrison a city with troops wholly unfitted for it, and who will soon 
Ë wholly ruined byimproper indulgences. Having been original- 
ly ordered to this point, you know the wishes of the government 
in relation to it, and of course your orders will be promptly and 
cheerfully obeyed. I fear there is ample use for us with you, and 
we would greatly prefer joining you before our term of service ex- 
ires. | 
" All information relative to my previous operations, present con- 
dition, &c., will be given you by Mr. J. Collins, the bearer of these 
despatches. He is a highly honorable gentlemen, and was an ama- 
teur soldier at Sacramento. Í 
The Mexicans report your late battle as having been entirely fa- 
vorable to themselves; but, taking it for granted they never report 
the truth, we have fired a salute for our victory in honor of your- 
self and General Taylor, presuming, from report, you were both 
present. : 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| A. W. DONIPHAN, 
Commanding Ist Reg. Missouri Volunteers. 


Should the horses or mules of those bearing this express fail, or 
prove unfit to return upon, I*have to request that they may be sup- 
plied by the government with the proper means of returning. 

A. W. DONIPHAN, 
Colonel 1st Reg. Missouri Volunteers. 
Brig. Gen. Woot, U. S. A. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, Army OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, April 11, 1847. 


Sin: Since my despatch of the 4th instant, nothing has occurred 
worthy of note in this quarter. No mail has arrived from the 
United States, and we have nothing from the interior upon which 
we can fully rely. It is reported that General Santa Anna has 
been proclaimed dictator by a part of the army, and that our troops 
have advanced as far as the Puente Nacional and even Jalapa. I 


320 | Ex. Doc. No. 56. 


do not deem it worth while to repeat the many rumors which reach 
ds 9 ES EOS | 
By the orders sent in this mail, you will learn the measures taken 
to muster out of service the Ist regiment Kentucky volunteers. I 
cannot doubt that orders will be given from the department for the 
discharge of the great body of the 12 months regiments. I have 
selected New Orleans for the place of discharge of the regiment in 
question, it being much more economical to the government to dis- 
charge it there than in the field. X. i 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, .- 
tue 3 > SA C š EOD Z. TAYLOR, 
Ss Major General U. S. Army, commanding. — 
The ADJUTANT GENERAL of the Army. Ae “s 


11 


No. 32. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, ARMY OF OccuPATION, . 
Camp near Monterey, April 20, 1847. - 


Sır: I have respectfully to acknowledge your communications of 
February 26th and 27th, the former relative to officers on the sick 
list, who may be able to perform light duty, such as recruiting; the 
latter announcing that a detachment of recruits had been sent cut 
for the companies of artillery. "ul 
Captain Steen, Captain Eustis, and Brevet First Lieutenant Pleas- 
anton, of the 1st dragoons, have recently left for the United States, 
and will, probably, be able to render service in the way proposed. 
First Lieutenant French; 3rd artillery, disabled by a severe wound 
received at Buena Vista, is now able to travel,and I have ordered 
him to report to you for such duty as he can perform. 

While on this subject, I would respectfully call your attention 
to the great scarcity of regular officers in some of the companies 
serving on this line, particularly in the arm of artillery, which it 
is so important to keep up to the establishment. The recent ap- 
pointments and promotions take from the battery of the 4th artil- 
lery (late Washington's) absolutely every officer on duty with it, 
viz: Major Washington, Captains O’Brien and Brent, and Lieuten- 
ants Whiting and Couch. Both of Major Webster’s subalterns and 
one of Captain Prentiss’s are likewise removed from their companies, 
while Major Bragg, who has at no time had more than two sung" 
terns, loses both. Under these circumstances, I have deemed it 
necessary to retain on duty, with their companies, until their places 
can be filled, all the officers thus removed, whether dragoons or 
artillery, except Major Washington and Captain Donaldson, the 
services of the latter being greátly required. in the quartermaster® 
department. The paramount necessity of this course- will be seen, 
when it is remembered that I have no means of replacing; ever 
temporarily; artillery officers, who may be withdrawn from their 
companies. e | 

The recruits under Lieutenant Potter have arrived. You will see 
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by my orders, that I have assigned them all to the three field bat- 
teries, (C and E 3rd, and B 4th,) a detachment having been sent 
to the Ist artillery by the orders of Major General Scott. Not- 
withstanding this assignment, two of tbe light companies are still 
below the establishment and short of the necessary strength to 
man six pieces in the field. The companies of artillery at fort 
Brown and Camargo (Merchant’s 2nd and Hunt’s 4th) are of res- 
pectable strength, but those at Point Isabel and Brassos island 
(Scott's 4th and Capron's Ist) are very weak. The latter, par- 
ticularly, is quite unequal to the duty of guarding the depóts at 
Brassos and the mouth of the river. I would respectfully recom- 
mend that 40 recruits be sent to each of these companies. 

The arrival of recruits for the artillery companies enables me to 
send to their proper regiment the 3rd infantry recruits temporarily 
attached to the field batteries. I shall employ Lieutenant Potter 
to conduct these recruits to their regiment, together with all other 
men in this quarter belonging to General Scott's column. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

| Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. Army, commanding. 
The ADJUTANT GENERAL, 
of the Army, Washington, D. C. i 


No. 33. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, Army or OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, April 21, 1847. 


Sır: Since my despatch of April 11th, Major Chevallie has 
reached this place with a part of his command, the remainder being 
detached with a train now on its way up, via China. Agreeably 
to my orders, Major Chevallie has explored the country between 
China and Montemorelos, and has ascertained satisfactorily that. 
General Urrea has left that region and has probably recrossed the 
mountains. The communications are now infested only by bands 
of robbers, which are very numerous in this country. Our escorts 
can thus be reduced much below the strength which it has hitherto 
been necessary to employ. 

I learn that Colonel Doniphan is probably by this time at Parras 
on his way from Chihuahua to Saltillo, having anticipated my orders 
to march on the latter place. 

You will perce:ve from my orders that we have received authentic 
intelligence of the fall of Vera Cruz. Our latest date from the 
city of Mexico is March 31st, on which day General Santa Anna 
issued an address or appeal to the Mexican people. I do not en- 
close it, presuminy that it will reach you much sooner by Vera 
Cruz or Tampico. | 

It is represented by a person who has just arrived from San Luis 
that not more than one-half of General Santa Anna’s original force 
was saved in the retreat after the battle of Buena Vista, and that 

21 
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his march is indicated by the dead strewed along the road for 60 
leagues. Nearly all the troops have been withdrawn from San Luis 
and the adjacent positions. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major Gen. U. S. A., Com. 
The ADJUTANT GENERAL 
Of the Army, Washington, D. C. 


No. 34. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, Army OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, April 25, 1847. 


Sin: I respectfully transmit herewith the return of regular troops 
erving with this army for the month of January. 

I have to acknowledge your communication of March 12th, copy 
of your communication to Brigadier General Cadwalader, of March 
20th, and of circulars to the colonels of the ten new regiments, 
dated March 17th, 29th, and 22d. 

Nothing worthy of report has occurred in this quarter since the 
date of my last despatch. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

x I Z. TAYLOR, 
Major Gen. U. S. A., Com. 


The Apsutant GENERAL 
Of the Army, Washington, D. C. 


No. 36. 


Heap-QuarRTERS, ARMY oF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, May 2, 1817. 


Sin: I avail myself of the mail about leaving, to say that nothing 
worthy of report has occurred since my last despatch, unless it be 
the arrival of a German merchant from Mazatlan, who brings re- 
cent intelligence from California, to the effect that there had been 
a great deal of fighting in that territory, but no general action; 
that Lieutenant Colonel Frémont, just before the arrival of Gene 
ral Kearny, had been compelled to enter into a capitulation, but 
that quiet was restored when this German left California, in Feb- 
ruary. He further says, that the Americans had lost many officers 
in the various combats. Commodore Biddle had arrived on the 
coast. I report very briefly the information brought from Mazat- 
lan, thinking it just possible that it may reach you sooner than by 
any other route. 8 | 

] am very anxiously waiting instructions communicating the 
wishes of the government in regard to this line. Unless 1 receive 


Ex. Doc. No. 56. 393 


advices before the 15th instant, the approaching discharge of the 
twelve months’ volunteers will compel me, by that date, to com- 
mence the withdrawal of stores from Saltillo, preparatory to the 
evacuation of that city. I trust that my communication, of the 
20th of March, involving questions of the highest importance to 
the public service, will not remain unanswered. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

| Z. TAYLOR, 
Major Gen. U. S. A., Com. 
The ApyUTANT GENERAL 
Of the Army, Washington, D. C. 


ORDERS, HEAD-QUARTERS, Army OF Occupation, 
No. 46. | Camp near Monterey, May 6, 1847. 


Under the instructions of the Secretary of War, the commanding 
general has the gratification to publish to the troops of his com- 
mand the following communication, received by him from the War 
Department: 


A ` 
“ WAR DEPARTMENT, 
April 3, 1847. 

“Sır: Your communications of the 24th and 25th of February, and 
the 1st of March, announcing the brilliant success of the troops 
under your command at Buena Vista, against the forces of the ene- 
my, vastly superior in numbers, have been laid before the President, 
and I am instructed to convey to you his high appreciation of the 
distinguished services rendered to the country, by yourself and the 
officers and soldiers of your command on that occasion. 

“The victory achieved at Buena Vista, while it adds new glory 
to our arms, and furnishes new proofs of the valor and brave dar- 
ing of our officers and soldiers, will excite the admiration and call 
forth the gratitude of the nation. 

‘The single fact that five thousand of our troops, nearly all vo- 
lunteers, who, yielding to the impulse of patriotism, had rallied to 
their country’s standard for a temporary service, were brought into 
conflict with an army of twenty thousand, mostly veterah soldiers, 
and not only withstood and repulsed the assaults of this numerous 
host, led by their most experienced general, but, in a protracted 
battle of two days, won a glorious victory, is the most indubitable 
evidence of the consummate skill and gallant conduct of our offi- 
cers, and the devoted heroism of the troops under their command. 
It will ever be a proud distinction to have been in the memorable 
battle of Buena Vista. 

„The general joy which the intelligence of this success of our 
arms has spread through the land, is mingled with regret that it has 
been obtained at so great a price, that so many heroic men have 
fallen in that sanguinary conflict. "They died in the intrepid dis- 
charge of a patriotic duty, and will be honored and lamented by a 
grateful nation. 
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«You will cause this communication to be published to the troops 
under your command. . 
“I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
“W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War.” 


By order of Major General Taylor. ! | 
W. W. S. BLISS, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


— —— 


OR D ERSC, l. Heap-quarters, Army OF Occupation, 
No. 47. Camp near Monterey, May 8, 1847. 


The commanding general has the satisfaction of announcing to 
the troops of his command, another decisive victory, achieved by * 
the American forces under Major General Scott, on the 18th of 
April, at Cerro Gordo, in the State of Vera Cruz. The Mexican 
army, under the immediate orders of General Santa Ánna, Presi- 
dent of the republic, is known to have been entirely routed, with 
the loss of all its artillery and munitions of war. 

The army of occupation will hail with joy this brilliant success 
of the American army. 


By order of Major General Taylor. 


W. W.S. BLISS, 
: Assistant Adjutant General. 


No. 37. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, ARM OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, May 9, 1847. 


Sin: The time for the discharge of the twelve months’ volunteers 
is now drawing so near that I am under the necessity, without wait- 
ing for further instructions from the department, of taking mea- 
sures for their muster and discharge. Orders have already been 
given for the three Kentucky regiments, and the 1st Mississippi re- 
giment, to proceed to the mouth of the river for embarcation to 
New Orleans. 

I have chosen New Orleans as the place of discharge and pay- 
ment, for three reasons; first, it is more economical to the govern- 
ment to discharge the volunteers at that point than in the field; se- 
condly, it is much more convenient to pay them there, and thirdly, 
it is very doubtful whether a sufficient amount of funds wil be this 
side of New Orleans, for their final payment in this country. These 
reasons seem conclusive to me, and unless otherwise instructed, I 
shall despatch the remaining twelve months? volunteers in like many 
ner to New Orleans for discharge and payment. 

Colonel Churchill will be ordered to New Orleans to muster out 
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the volunteers, and as his duties will be extremely arduous, I have 
to request that one or more competent officers will be detailed to 
assist him. 

I am this day advised, for the first time, that by a decision of the 
Secretary of War, the original enrolments and musters, made by 
State officers, are to govern in settling the accounts, and conse- 
quently in fixing the term of service of the twelve months’ volun- 
teers. This renders it still more urgent to take immediate measures 
for their final muster and discharge. 

A very small number, if any, of the twelve months’ volunteers 
serving on this line, will be willing to accept service for the war. 
It is just probable that a few detached companies may be found, 
but even that I think quite doubtful. ! 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

° Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. Army, commanding. 


The ApjurANT GENERAL of the Army, 
r Washington, D. C. 


T No. 38. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, Army OF Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, May 9, 1847. 


Sir: In anticipation of the discharge of the 12 months? volun- 
teers, orders have already been given to put several of the regi- 
ments in motion for the mouth of the Rio Grande. Others must 
soon follow, and all the foot regiments here and in front of Saltillo, 
will, in a very short time, be on their way to the United States. 

To replace the infantry volunteer force at Saltillo and Buena 
Vista, now seven regiments, I shall employ three of the volunteer 
regiments for the war, viz: Virginia, North Carolina, and 2nd Mis- 
sissippi. In the present aspect of affairs, I consider that force suf- 
ficient to hold Saltillo, at any rate, until it shall be determined 
whether a forward movement will be made from that point. Ishall 
divide the Massachusetts regiment between Monterey and Cerralvo, 
ee: the head-quarters and six companies in the former city. 

ajor Chevallie's battalion of mounted men, as yet but three com- 
panies, will be employed where most needed, and will, perhaps, 
ultimately be sent forward to relieve the Arkansas horse. 

To enable me to make the above arrangement, and thus continue 
to hold Saltillo, I am obliged to draw from Brigadier General Cad- 
walader two of the regiments of his command, posting one at 
Matamoras and one at 9 I am unwilling to bring forward 
any of those. regiments from the Rio Grande, until I shall learn the 
wishes of the department in regard to operations here, and the 
amount of that force, if any, that will be placed under my orders. 
The condition of the country between Saltillo and San Luis Potosi, 
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in regard to water and grass, forbids any forward movement at this 
time, even had we the proper force. 

Authentic information of the battle of Cerro Gordo reached my 
head-quarters yesterday, in the official report of General Canalizo. 
There is nothing else of interest from the interior. 

I have to acknowledge the communication of the Secretary of 
War of April 3rd, which has been duly published in orders; your 
letter of the same date; copies of your letters to Brigadier General 
Cadwalader, of March 27th; to Colonel Davenport, of March 24th; to 
Lieutenant Colonel Talcott, of March 26th; and Assistant Surgeon 
Dorris, of March 25th; recruiting circular, of March 24th; “general 
orders,“ Nos. 12 to 15 inclusive, and *'special orders,“ Nos. 3 and 10. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

| Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. Army, commanding. 
The Apsurant GENERAL, 
Of the Army, Washington, D. C. 


No. 39. 


Heap-QuaRTERS, ARMY OF OccuPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, May 15, 1847. 


Sm: „Orders,“ No. 51, sent by this mail, will advise you of the 
final arrangements for discharging the 12 months’ volunteers, serving 
on this line. It embraces all the force under my orders for that 
term of service, except a company of Texas foot volunteers at 
Buena Vista, a company of Texas mounted volunteers, stationed at 
Larredo, and Colonel Doniphan’s command, now at hand. 

Colonel Churchill is now here, and will leave to-morrow for New 
Orleans, to enter upon the duty of discharging the regiments, now 
under orders, from this line. The staff officers appointed by the 
President, and now attached to those regiments, have been directed 
to report from New Orleans to the chiefs of their departments in 
Washington, and at the suggestion of Colonel Churchill, I have 
to request that such instructions may be forwarded under cover to 
him in that city. 

The advance of Colonel Doniphan’s column was at Parras, on 
the 11th instant, and the entire command will soon be at Saltillo. 
Orders will, in due time, be given for its muster and discharge in 
New Orleans. 

I have no advices from General Scott later than the 24th of April, 
nor do I learn anything worthy of report from the interior. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
| Major General, U. S. Army, commanding. 
The ApjuTANT GENERAL, 
Of the Army, Washington, D. C. 
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HEAD-QUARTERS, Army or OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, May 16, 1847. 


Sır: I have respectfully to acknowledge your communications of 
April 8th, 9th, and 17th; copies of your letters to Major General 
Scott, of April 15th; to Brigadier General Cadwalader, of April 
18th; and to Colonel Stanton, of April 15th; and (“general orders,” 
Nos. 16 and 17. | | 

In reply to your communication of April 9th, relative to Major 
Caldwell, of the voltigeurs, I have to report that the major leftthis 
place, the 14th of March, under instructions from Colonel Whiting, 
chief of the quartermaster's department, to purchase horses in the 
United States. His address is not known. | 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
| Major General, U. S. Army, commanding. 
The ADJUTANT GENERAL, | 
Of the Army, Washington, D. C. 


[ Confidential.) 


WAR DEPARTMENT; 
Washington, April 17, 1847. 
SIR: I herewith transmit to you for your information the copy 
of a confidential letter to Major General Scott. Should there be a 
suspension of hostilities under the circumstances contemplated, it 
will doubtless be general and embrace your command. In relation 
to holding your position, &c., you will regard the instructions to 
him as alike applicable to yourself. | . 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
W. L. MARCY. 
Major General TAYLOR. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, Army or. OCCUPATION, 
Camp near .Monterey, .May 16, 1847.. 


Sir: I respectfully acknowledge the receipt, on the 14th instant, 
of your confidential communication of April 17th, covering a copy 
of the instructions to Major General Scott, dated April 14th. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

nm Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., com’g. 
Hon. W. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C. 
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HEAD-QUARTERS, Army or OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, May 93, 1847. 


Sin: I respectfully transmit, herewith, a translation of a letter, 
received on the 18th instant, from General Mora y Villamil, com- 
manding at San Luis Potosi, and a copy of my reply. 

Anxious, as I have always been, to avoid unpleasant relations 
with the Mexican authorities, yet the extraordinary character of 
the communication in question has seemed to demand at my hands 
a summary treatment, which will, I trust, receive the approval of 
the department. 

I have on former occasions alluded to depredations and outrages 
committed by the troops of this column. With every disposition 
to prevent their occurrence, and the employment of every means in 
my power to that end, the undisciplined character of a large por- 
tion of the force has led to the commission of many petty depre- 
dations and occasional acts of violence towards the Mexicans. 
With scarcely an exception, and with none in the latter class of 
offences, these have been confined to the volunteer troops. 

The irregularities, however, were only occasional, and very 
limited in extent, until the 10th of February, when a party from 
the regiment of Arkansas cavalry, exasperated by the murder of 
one of their regiment, left their camp at Agua Nueva, and attacked 
a number of unarmed Mexicans at Catana, two or three miles dis- 
tant, killing and wounding several persons, without regard to age 
or sex. The most diligent means were employed, without effect, to 
discover the authors of this outrage. I will forward, by another 
mail, the proceedings of a military commission and other papers re- 
lating to this subject. 

On the 24th of February, one of our trains, as already reported, 
was attacked between Ramos and Marin, and a great number of the 
. drivers inhumanly murdered. On the 28th of March, a party 
composed, as I have reason to believe, of Texas rangers, teamsters 
and other persons, not soldiers, left a train near the above place, 
and in a village, some eight miles distant, put to death twenty-four 
men. Yet I could not, by possibility, ascertain what individuals 
were concerned in this atrocious massacre. The Mexicans, who 
were present, were invited to come forward and identify the delin- 
quents, but failed to make their appearance, being, doubtless, afraid 
that they might incur a similar fate. 

It has been my intention to report the above affairs to the depart- 
ment, but the hope still of detecting the actors in the latter has 
hitherto prevented me. I deem this a proper occasion to refer to 
them as the most prominent instances which have occurred, and 
which are therefore mentioned in the letter of General Villamil. 
While no one can regret their occurrence more than I do, yet I 
have not to reproach myself with the omission of any precaution 
to prevent them. Without a sufficient regular force even to guard 
our magazines and depots, I have found it entirely impossible to 
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enforce, in all cases, the repeated orders which have been given 
against marauding and other irregularities. 

In regard to that portion of General Villamil’s letter which re- 
fers to an indemnity exacted from the people, the enclosed copy of 
a proclamation, issued by me, will explain itself. I have only to 
add that the apportionment was made in good faith among the peo- 
ple of New Leon, but that, on the petition of their representatives, 
I have consented to suspend the collection of the dues, letting the 
final decision depend upon the conduct of the people. I have rea- 
son to believe that this course has produced a salutary effect. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

| Z. TAYLOR, 
i Major General U. S. A., com'g. 

The ADJUTANT GENERAL 
Of the Army, Washington, D. C. 


(Translation. ) 


ARMY or THE NORTH, | Heap-quarters AT San Luis Porosi, 
General-in-chief. May 10, 1847. 


His excellency the President substitute, who is not indifferent to 
the evils suffered by pacific and unarmed men, in consequence of 
the unhappy war which the nation finds itself obliged to repel, in 
the exercise of its rights, and to sustain its dignity, its decorum, its 
independence and the integrity of its territory, is not less sensible 
to the fact that the towns and their inoffensive inhabitants suffer de- 
vastation, ruin, conflagration, death and other depredations of sim- 
ilar character, which have been permitted on their occupation, by 
some of the troops under your command, whose conduct, at the 

resent time, is not only opposed to the law of nations, in view of 
its unhappy effects, but is contrary to the usages and practices es- 
tablished by common consent among all civilized countries. You 
are not ignorant that such practice rejects as an unprofitable bar- 
barism all harm committed without fn object; you likewise know 
that in a war like the present, the governments which carry it on 
can never permit or tolerate the indulgence of the troops in every 
species of excess, because such conduct, besides enfeebling the best 
of causes, discredits the governments, demoralizes the people, mul- 
tiplies the calamitous horrors of war, making it in its nature atro- 
cious, and, above all, authorizes the always melancholy right of 
reprisals. | 

It does not belong to the undersigned, general-in-chief of the 
army; at this time to exhibit to the world the unjust nature of the, 
aggression; but only to diminish and cause to be diminished, as far 
as possible, the sad consequences suffered by the pacific people of 
Mexico, from the war waged by the government which you obey. 
For this noble end, I have very precise and definite orders from his 
excellency the President substitute of the republic, who has in- 
structed me to address you, in order that you may state, categori- 
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cally, in reply, “whether your will and your instructions are to 
make war conformably to the law of nations; and as it is prosecu- 
ted by civilized countries, or indeed as it is waged by savage tribes 
between each other; it being understood that Mexico is disposed 
and resolved to accept it, such as it may be proposed and waged; 
and that he awaits the result in order to prescribe the consequent 
measures.“ | 

The Mexican nation, in sustaining its dearest rights, its honor, its 
integrity, its respect, does not avoid war, whatever may be its na- 
ture, and the greater or less character of ferocity and fury witk 
which it may be prosecuted by the hostile cabinet; and it has, 
in consequence, an indisputable authority to require from the 
chief of the enemy’s army explanations as to the manner in which 
it is proposed to carry it on, in order, thereupon, to regulate 
its future conduct. Until this time, you have seen that the Mexi- 
can government, in its self-defence, has shown itself humane, feel- 
ing, civilized; and, on its part, has sought, so far as its control er- 
tends, and within the limits of its power, to avoid that ferocity, 
that fury, proper only to the nomadic tribes of its frontiers. It has 
committed no injury without use and without object, and only 
in an extreme case. But when it observes, with astonishment 
and regret, that the treacherous assassinations of Agua Nueva, Ca- 
tana and Marin have not been the only ones, and that an 
unexpected continuation seems to give or concede authority for the 
commission of the like; when the ruin, devastation and conflagra- 
tion of towns mark every where the march of the invading army; 
and when, finally, it observes, with no small surprise, that you con- 
sider yourself authorized to impose burdens upon the defenceless 
people, as an indemnity for injuries caused by Mexican troops, in 
repelling the war which your government has brought upon Mexico, 
you can do no less than admit that the supreme government of the 
nation may properly require of you, as it now does through me, 
the most definitive explanations in regard to your future conduct, 
with the view of thereby regulating its own, and that it may know 
what to depend upon. I repeat to you that Mexico accepts the war 
with the character in which i@may be presented; for she is decided 
rather to cease to exist than to subscribe a peace of oprobrium and 
and ignominy; but in the straightened condition to which circum- 
stances reduce her, she requires a rule to observe, and this will be 
given by your explanations and the conduct of the troops of your 
command. If this be well regulated, Mexico will pursue the same 
course; but if, contrary to her hopes and desires, depredations and 
injuries to the people shall continue uselessly and without object, 
then the Mexican republic will make war in the same manner; and 
such war, with its consequences, will, in the judgment of the civil- 
ized world, which observes and judges us, fall upon the nation 
which provoked, initiated and continues it, in a manner repugnant 
to humanity and opposed by civilization. | 

I yet flatter myself with the hope that these excesses of your 
troops, against which the humanity and civilization of the present 
age lift their voice, have not reached your knowledge; and I like- 
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wise expect that, learning them through my instrumentality, you 
will, with all your authority, oppose an energetic and efficacious 
corrective to this torrent of calamities without object. | 

In communicating this to you, in discharge of my duty and in 
fulfilment of my supreme orders, I have, at the same time, the hon- 
orable satisfaction of protesting to you my consideration. 


God and liberty! 
IGNACIO DE MORA Y VILLAMIL. 


Sr. Don ZACARIAS TAYLOR, . 
Major General of the army of the U. S. of North America. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, ARMY OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, May 19, 1847. 


SIR: I received yesterday your communication of the 10th inst., 
iu which you inform me that you are instructed by the president 
(substitute) of the republic to address me, in order that I may say, 
categorically, in reply, ** whether my will and my instructions are 
to wage war conformably to the law of nations, and as it is waged 
by civilized countries; or, indeed, as savage tribes carry it on 
between each other, it being understood that Mexico is disposed 
and resolved to accept it, such as it may be proposed and waged; 
and that he awaits the result in order to prescribe the consequent 
measures.“ | 

Were it not that these instructions are communicated by such 
highly respectable authority as yourself, I should be slow to believe 
that they had ever emanated from the chief magistrate of the re- 
public, containing, as they do in my judgment, an implied, but not 
the less deliberate, insult to me and the government which I have 
here the honor to represent. Viewing them in this light, I must 
decline giving the categorical answer required, which I do with all 
proper respect for his excellency the president. 

But as you have thought proper, in communicating the instruc- 
tions of your government, to address me somewhat at length on 
the manner in, which the war has been prosecuted on my part, I 
embrace this opportunity to make a few remarks on that subject. 

The outrages to which you have specifically referred became 
known to me soon after their occurrence, and I can assure you that 
neither yourself nor the president of the republic could have felt 
deeper regret than myself on those occasions. Every means in my 
power, within the operation of our laws, were employed, but in 
most cases in vain, to identify and punish the delinquents. I can- 
not suppose you so badly informed as to believe that such atroci- 
ties were committed with my connivance or consent, or that they 
furnish a fair example of the mode in which the war has been con- 
ducted in this part of Mexico. They were in truth unfortunate 
exceptions, caused by circumstances beyond my control. 

It is proper to inform you that, from the moment the American 
army first entered the territory of Mexico, it has sustained losses of 
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individual officers and soldiers, who have been murdered by Merxi- 
cans, sometimes almost within sight of its wn camp. An outrage 
of this kind preceded the melancholy affair at Catana. I do not 
recall these facts for the purpose of justifying, in any degree, the 
practice of retaliation, for my government is at any rate civilized 
enough to draw the distinction between the lowest acts of indi- 
viduals and the general policy which governs the operations of an 
army; but you have chosen to institute a comparison between our 
respective governments in their mode of waging war, which cannot 
pass unnoticed. In this connexion let it be remembered that Meri. 
can troops have given to the world the example of killing wounded 
men upon the field of battle. N 

As you have adverted to the call upon the people of these States 
to make good the losses sustained by the destruction of one of our 
convoys, I beg leave to inform you that that achievement was not 
confined to Mexican froops, but was largely shared by the rancheros 
of the country; and that, in the murder and subsequent mutilation 
of unarmed drivers, it was marked by an atrocious barbarism un- 
precedented in the existing war. 

It is with no little pain that I find myself under the necessity of 
addressing you in a style which I am seldom obliged to adopt, but 
which is fully provoked by the matter and manner of your commu- 
nication, objectionable, as I conceive it to be, both in its insinu- 
ations and its tone. In regard to the implied threat of reprisals, I 
beg you to understand that I hold it at its just value, and that I am 
at all times prepared to meet suitably any policy or any mode of 
warfare which the Mexican government or its generals may see ft 
to adopt. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

| Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General United States Army, commanding. 


Señor General D. Ignacio Mora v VILLAMIL, 
Commanding Army of the north, San Luis Potosi. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, NEAR MONTEREY, 
March 22, 1847. 


The general-in-chief of the American forces to the inhabitants of 
Tamaulipas, Nueva Leon, and Coahuila: 


When the American troops first crossed the frontier and entered 
the above States, it was with the intention, as publicly declared to 
you, of making war, not upon the peaceful citizens of the soil, but 
upon the central government of the republic, with a view to obtain 
an early and honorable peace. | 

The undersigned was authorized by his government to levy con- 
tr'butions upon the people for the support of his army, but unwil. 
ling to throw the heavy burden of the war upon those who, with 
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few exceptions, had manifested a neutral disposition, he has con- 
tinued from the first to pay punctually and liberally for all sup- 
ples drawn from the country for the support of his troops. 

He has used every effort to cause the war to bear lightly upon 
the people of these States, and he has hoped by this means to re- 
tain their confidence, and to assure their neutrality in the strife 
between his government and that of Mexico; but he regrets to say, 
that his kindness has not been appreciated, but has been met by 
acts of hostility and plunder. The citizens of the country, in- 
stead of pursuing their avocations quietly at home, have in armed 
bands waylaid the roads, and under the direction and with the sup- 
port of government troops, have destroyed trains and murdered 
drivers, under circumstances of atrocity which disgrace humanity. 

The lives of those who were thus wantonly put to death cannot 
be restored; but the undersigned requires from, the people of the 
country an indemnification for the loss sustained by the destruc- 
tion of the trains and the pillage of their contents. To that end 
an estimate will be made by the proper officers of the entire loss, 
and this loss must be made good either in money or in the products 
of the country, by the community at large of the States of Tamau- 
lipas and of Nueva Leon, each district or juzgado paying its just 
proportion. It is expected that the rich will bear their full share. 

e And the undersigned calls upon all good citizens to remain ab- 
solutely neutral, and to give no countenance to the bands which 
infest the country for the purposes of murder and pillage. It is 
his anxious desire to continue the ‘same policy as heretofore, and 
he trusts that the course of the citizens will enable him to do so. 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 


No. 42. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, ARMY OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, May 26, 1847. 


Sim: Colonel Doniphan’s command reached this camp to-day. 
You will see by my orders,“ No. 59, that it will proceed to New 
Orleans for discharge and payment, leaving small detachments to 
convey the horses, &c., to Missouri overland. 

These troops have not been paid since they entered service, and 
although some of them would have preferred to be discharged and 
paid on the Rio Grande, it would have been impracticable for the 
want of funds. 

The American battery which accompanied this column from Mis- 
souri has been retained at Saltillo. I have permitted the Mexican 
guns, trophies of the battle of Sacramento, to be taken to Missouri, 
where they will be delivered to the governor, subject to the final 
orders of the War Department. 
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I respectfully transmit a report by Captain Read, Missouri vol- 
unteers, of an affair with the Lipan Indians, near Parras. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


| Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 


The ApsuTaNt GENERAL of the Army, 
Washington, D. C. 


CAMP AT ENcaNTADA, May 21, 1847. 


Sin: In obedience to your order just received, I have the honor 
to report, that whilst lying at the town of Parras on the night of 
the „J was informed by the citizens of that place, that a 
party of some 60 or 70 Indians (Lipans) were in the vicinity, com- 
mitting depredations on defenceless citizens, and driving off their 
stock to a large amount; and was solicited to go out and rescue 
from them some women and children they were said to have taken 
from a neighboring ranche. 

Considering the good disposition of the people of Parras, gener- 

ally, and more especially their kind treatment of our sick soldier) 
who had been left among them, I deemed it nothing more than a' 
fair return for favors received, to render them the assistance and 
protection that lay in my power. 
, Having learned that the Indians must necessarily pass through à 
gap in the mountains, some thirty miles back on the road we had 
come, at a ranche called the Poso; I started about midnight with 
13 men who had volunteered for the service, and reached the ranche 
named at daylight; here we posted a sentinel on a commanding 
point to watch their approach, At about 10 o'clock, a. m., they 
were seen coming. I now ordered the men to mount, but kept 
them concealed within the walls of the ranche, whilst with Don 
Manuel Ybarra and two Mexican vaqueros, I rode out towards the 
Indians, who no sooner saw us, than they gave chase and pursued 
us within a few hundred yards of the ranche. I now ordered the 
men to sally out, which they did; the Indians returning to the 
Caballado, where they halted for a fight. 

The first fire of our men was delivered from their horses and was 
wholly ineffective, which I am induced to believe encourged the 
Indians to stand better than they would have done. Fora short 
time the conflict was warm and close, neither party seeming to have 
the advantage; several of our horses were wounded by their arrows; 
though none of the men, except myself slightly. So soon, how- 
ever, as our fire began to tell and their men to fall, they fled in 
panic, leaving of their dead upon the field eight, and evidently 
carrying off many wounded; of whom seven more were found dead 
the next day. We succeeded in taking the whole caballado of 
horses and mules, consisting of some 500 head, which we left at 
the hacienda of Don Manuel Ybarro. Besides this we released ] 
prisoners, women and children, who had been shamefully maltreat- 
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ed by their captors. It is proper that I should mention here that 
Lieutenants Gordon, Winston, and Sprowl, accompanied by some 
12 men, came to my aid just before the attack commenced, and to 
their gallant conduct and good service I feel myself greatly in- 
debted for the success of the enterprize. 

Hoping, sir, that our undertaking may have met your ap- 


proval, I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 


' JOHN W. REID, 
- Captain company C, 1st regiment, Mo. Vols. 


Brigadier General Woor. 


À true copy. 
° ‘JNO. E. WOOL, Brig. Gen. 


No. 43. 


, HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ÁRMY, 
Camp near Monterey, May 27, 1841. 


Sin: À fourth company, of Tcxas cavalry for the war, under 
Captain Read, has reported to me, and being filled up here to the 
minimum strength, I have directed its muster by Colonel Crogham, 

inspector general. : , 

I received yesterday, a communication from Captain Howe, 2d 
dragoons, commanding at San Antonio, advising me that mounted 
troops had been raised in Texas on the call of Colonel Curtis, 
made in March, when this army was supposed to be in peril, and 
that he had mustered a regiment, (800 strong,) under Colonel Hays, 
which marched on the 12th instant from this place. 

I at first supposed that this force might be the volunteers for 12 
months, organized under the call of the President, ag modified in 
the secretary’s letter to Governor Henderson, of March 20th; but 
a further examination showed that they were called out only for 
six months, and were designed to comply in part with the call of 
Colonel Curtis, although the emergency which occasioned that call 
had notoriously long since passed away. I therefore deemed it 
my duty Lo suspend the movement of this force, and accordingly 
issued “orders? No. 60. I presume that the department has no 
intention of employing in the field any volunteers except for the 
war, or at least 12 months, and we have at any rate no means of 
foraging this large force where its services could be usefully em- 

loyed. | 
d From the secretary’s letter of March 20th, to Governor Hender- 
son, which reaches me through Captain Howe, I learn for the first 
time that the supplemental companies of the regiment of Texas 
cavalry are not necessarily designed for this army, but will proba- 
bly be employed on the frontier of Texas. 

Considering that the arrangements for the defence of the Indian 
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frontier of Texas have been confided to the officer commanding 
there, who, I perceive, is directed to confer with the governor in 
relation to his duties, I have instructed Captain Howe to make 
his reports direct to your office, and if superseded by a volunteer 
field officer, I have authorized him to leave his station and report 
to you in person or by letter, his company, as I understand, being 
now broken up. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 
The ApnjuTANT GENERAL of the Army, 
Washington, D. C. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, ARMY OF OCCUPATION. 
Camp near Monterey, 4May 27, 1847. 


ORDERS, 
No. 60. 


Any mounted volunteers from Texas, that may be in route to 
join this army, and not mustered for the war or for 12 months, under 
.the call of the War Department, will return to San Antonio, or 
other point of rendezvous, and there be'discharged; their services 
not being required on this Jine for a less period than 12 months. 
They will be mustered out of service by Captain Howe as they 
reach San Antonio. 

By order of Major General Taylor. 


W. W. S. BLISS, 
Ast. Adj. General. 


No. 44. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, Army OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, May 28, 1817. 


Sin: I respectfully acknowledge the receipt, on the 25th instant, 
of copies of your communications of April 28 and 30 to Brigadier 
General Cadwalader, indicating the organization of his brigade 
and the regiments of those lately raised, which are assigned to the 
particular column of Major General Scott. I have had no report 
from Brigadier General Cadwalader since he received these in- 
structions, but have no doubt that he carried them out promptly 
and fully. 

From the copy of your letter of April 30 to Brigadier General 
Hopping, I perceive that his brigade (10th, 13th, and 16th regi- 
ments infantry) is assigned to the column under my orders, and I 
infer, though not with certainty, that the 3d- dragoons, also, will 
form part of my command. 

I deem this a suitable occasion to make a few remarks in relation 
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to the amount of force left under my orders, and the future opcra- 
tions on this line. 
In effectives, our strength will not exceed the following: 


Regulars. 


Artillery proper, (5 companies).............. a... 500 
Artillery serving as infantry, (4 companies)............... 250 
‘Dragoons, (5 companies, Ist and 2d).................... 300 
Dragoons, (3d regiment)...... ....... ...... 800 
Infantry, (10th, 13th, and 16too zz g 1, 800 


Total of regularssssss . 8,650 
. Volunteers. | 


Cavalry, for the war, (4 companies)............... 300 
Infantry, for the war, (4 regiments)............... 2,400 
. Total of volunteers . 2225700 

| 2,700 


Grand total ee e % 0 o°. 0 0 0 0000 9000*9 9205000€60 „ 6 6 „ 6 „ 6,350 


The minimum force that should be left to hold this point, Camar- 
go, Matamoras, and the adjacent stations, is 1,500, but preferably . 
2,000 men. Deducting the smaller of these numbers, we shall have 
4,850 men available for active field service; a force quite too small 
for operations against San Luis Potosi. | 

We are not well informed as to the state of preparation for de- 
fence and resistance at that city, and it may be that even the limj- 
ted force above-mentioned, though for the most part entirely new, 
could take the place; but it is quite clear that it would be insuffi- 
cient to hold it and operate beyond, and yet more, to open and 
maintain, as we should probably be obliged to do, a line of commu- 
nication with Tampico. Simply to take and hold San Luis with- 
out the ability of operating thence, in the direction of the capitol, 
would be of little utility, while an evacuation of the town would 
be, in the highest degree, pernicious. 

We should march, therefore, if at all, fully prepared not only to 
hold San Luis, and, if necessary, keep up à communication with 
Tampico, but also to operate from that place, at least as far as Que- 
retaro, a military position of the first importance on the route to 
Mexico. ; 

For such purpose, I consider 6,000 effective men the very small- 
est force that should be véntured, and in view of the description of 
troops, and the entire want of well disciplined infantry of the line, 
8,000 men would be few enough to enable us to operate with con- 
.fidence. The estimate above presented, which is a liberal one of 
the efficient force, say a month or six weeks hence, falls consider- 
ably short of the least of the above numbers. What accession of 
force may be expected by that time I am not advised, the state- 
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ment, dated April 26th, alluded to in your letter of May 3d, not 
having come to hand. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E | Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General, U. S. Army, commanding. | 


The ADJUTANT GENERAL 
Of the Army, Washington, D. C. 


No. 45. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, ÁRMY oF Occtpation, x 
| Camp near Monterey, May 29, 1847. 


Sır: In reply to your communication of May 3d, relative to the 
staff officers of volunteers, I regret that I cannot make a very satis- 
factory reply—much the greater portion of those officers having 
already passed down on their way to New Orleans with their: 
respective regiments. You will have seen, however, that they were 
directed to report from that city to the chiefs of their respective 
departments, which will afford an opportunity of retaining such as 
may be desired. 

I submit, however, memoranda furnished by the chiefs of the 
quartermaster, subsistence, and medical departments, which will 
probably be useful, and which I approve. l 

A portion, at least, of the new regiments of volunteers for the war 
have come into the field provided with staff officers in some of the 
above departments. 

I write by this mail to Colonel Churchill, in New Orleans, de- 
siring bim to furnish your office with an accurate list of all staf 
officers serving with the regiments which he is mustering out, and 
their respective addresses. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. Z. TAYLOR, 

p.n Major General U. S. A., commanding. 

The Apsutant GENERAL of the Army, 

Washington, D. C. 


No. 47. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, ARMY oF OccupaTION, 
| Camp near Monterey, June 6, 1841. 

Sin: I respectfully enclose herewith the copy of a letter recently 

addressed to the staff officer of Major General Scott, touching the 

condition of the service in this quarter as relates to the officers 0 
the companies of artillery.* 

—— ——————À———————— —— .... 

Soo despatch No. 48. (Correspondence between Mejor Generals Soott and Taylor, No. 19.) 
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I have to request that in the approaching assignment of gradu- 
ates from the military academy, a brevet second lieutenant be 
arranged, if practicable, to each of the artillery companies on this 
line, but particularly those (C and E 3d, and B 4th) serving with 
harnessed batteries. 

Your attention is also respectfully invited to the condition of the 
squadron of ‘the Ist dragoons now with this column. The recent 
casualties in that regiment will remove from the squadron every 
oficer now with it, except Lieutenant Whittlesey. I shall be 
obliged to retain them, perhaps to the prejudice of the service else- 
where, unless thei: places can be supplied. The assignment of a 
brevet second lieutenant to each of the companies will, to some ex- 
tent, effect that object. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, ` 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 
The ApsuTANT GENERAL of the Army, 
Washington, D. C. 


No. 48. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, ÅRMY OF Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, June 8, 1847. 


SIR: I think it advisable to transmit, for file in your office, copies 
of the correspondence between myself and Major General Scott's 
head-quarters since his designation for the command in Mexico. 

Major General Scott's semi-official note of November 25th, 1846, 
is not included, having been already published, and I preserved no 
copy of the answer to it, dated December 26th. If a copy of that 
reply be on your files, I will thank you to furnish me with it. 

The copies enclosed, 19 in number, are as follows: 

. 1. Major Gen. Scott to Major Gen. Taylor, dated Dec. 20, 1846. 

2. Major Gen. Scott to Major Gen. Taylor, dated Jan. 3, 1817, 
with enclosure marked À. 

3. Major General Scott to Major General Taylor, dated January 
6, 1847. WE AU 

4. Major General Taylor to Lieut. and À. D. C. Scott, dated 
January 15, 1847. | | 

5. Major General Taylor to Major General Scott, dated January 
15, 1817. 

6. Major General Taylor to Lieut. and A. D. C. Scott, dated 
January 26, 1847. | 

7. Lieut. and A. D. C. Scott to Major General Taylor, dated 
January 25, 1847. | 

8. Major General Scott to Major General Taylor, dated January 
26, 1847. | | 

9. Major General Taylor to Lieut. and A. D. C. Scott, date 
February 7, 1847. l 
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10. Lieut. and A. D. C. Scott to Major General Taylor, dated 
February 5, 1847. 

11. Lieut. and A. D. C. Scott to Major General Taylor, dated 
March 1, 1847. 

12. Major General Taylor to Lieut. and A. D. C. Scott, dated 
February 13, 1847. | 

13. Major General Taylor to Lieut. and A. D. C. Scott, dated 
March 1, 1847. | 

14. Major General Taylor to Lieut. and A. D. C. Scott, dated 
March 20, 1847. 

15. Lieut. and A. D. C. Scott to Major General Taylor, dated 
March 17, 1847. 

16. Major General Taylor to Lieut. and A. D. C. Scott, dated 
April 16, 1847. SÉ 

17. Major General Scott to Major General Taylor, dated April 
24, 1847. | 

18. Major General Taylor to Lieut. and À. D. C. Scott, dated 
May 16, 1847. Au ` 

19. Major General Taylor to Lieut. and A. D. C. Scott, dated: 
May 23, 1847. | 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 


The Apsutant GENERAL of the Army, 
. Washington, D. C. 


[No. 1.] HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
"mg JVew Orleans, December 20, 1846. 


Sin: I enclose, herewith, a copy of a semi-official letter, which 
I addressed to you from New York the 25th ultimo. 

À tedious passage only, brought meto this place yesterday, and 
I now write by a safe conveyance, Captain Montgomery, who sails 
in an hour or two. I shall follow the day after to-morrow, in the 
steamship Alabama. | . 

The particular expedition I am to conduct,is destined against 
Vera Cruz, and through it, the castle of St. Juan de Ulloa, so as 
to open, if we are successful, a new and shorter line of opera- 
tions upon the capital of Mexico. 

The first great difficulty is, to get together in time, and afloat 
off the Brassos, a sufficient force to give us a reasonable prospect 
of success before the usual period, say, the end of March, for the 
return of the black vomit on the coast of Mexico. 

I have supposed that 15,000 land troops, including five of regu- 
lars, and the co-operation of the blockading squadron, desirable, if 
not absolutely necessary; but am now inclined to move forward to 
the attack should I be able to assemble the 5,000 regulars, and, 
say, three of volunteers. 

Of the new regiments of volunteers called for from States this 
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side of Texas, I can hardly hope that more than four will reach 
the Brassos before the 15th of the next month, the day I have ap- 
pointed for that general rendezvous; and I have supposed that the 
descent ought to be made, in sight of Vera Cruz, at an early day 
in February. On all those points, and others connected with the 
invasion of Mexico, on this side of the continent, your advice is in- 
vited, and will be highly acceptable. Perhaps you may be able to 
meet me on the Rio Grande, say at Camargo, or lower down the 
river, and l shall send an officer to you at an early day, who will 
be able to communicate my views to you in greater detail. 

To make up the force for the new expedition, I foresee that I 
shall, as I intimated in my letter, of which I enclose a copy, be 
obliged to reduce youto the defensive, at the moment when it 
would be of the greatest importance to the success of my expedi- 
tion that you should be in strength to manouvre offensively upon 
San Luis de Potosi, &c. à | 

It is not known that Brigadier General Wool's division has yet 
joined you, but it is supposed that he is already on your line of 
operations. | 

This letter is written in haste, to enable you to prepare the troops 
to be detached from your general command. 

Including the regulars and volunteers at Tampico, or on their 
way thither, I may now say that I shall want from you, say Worth’s 
division of regulars, made up to 4,000 men, two field batteries, say 
Duncan’s and Taylor’s, and 500 regular cavalry, beside 500 volun- 
teer cavulry, and as many volunteer foot as you can possibly spare, 
leaving you a sufficient force to defend Monterey and maintain 
your communications with Camargo, the mouth of the Rio Grande, 
and Point Isabel. The whole of this force will be needed at the 
latter points by the middle of January. "E. 

Until I can communicate with you again, I forbear further de- 
tails, and remain, with the highest respect, your most obedient ser- 


vant, 
' WINFIELD SCOTT. 


P. S.—Troops at Tampico will be, perhaps, in a more favorable 
position for embarkation, as a part of the Vera Cruz expedition, 
than if they were at Point Isabel. I propose to leave but a small 
garrison at Tampico. s 


Major General Z. TAYLOR, 
U. S. A., commanding, &c., &c. 


A true copy, received at Victoria, January 16, 1847. 
| W. W. S. BLISS, A. A. G. 


[No. 2.] HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Camargo, January 3, 1847. 


Sır: I received here, soon after my arrival to-day, your letter of 
the 26th ultimo, acknowledging mine to you of November 26th. 
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I am sorry that mine of the 20th ultimo had not been received 
by you, as it would, I think, have brought you back to Monterey. 
As it is, I am much embarrassed by your great distance from me. 
That circumstance, and the extreme pressure of time, has thrown 
me upon the necessity of giving direct instructions, of a very im- 
portant character, to your next in command. Please see, herewith, 
a copy of my letter to Major General Butler of this date. Should 
you be back at Monterey in time, you will consider it addressed to 
yourself. A part of it I beg you to carry into execution at Victo- 
ria, or wherever else you may be. I allude to the concentration at 
Tampico of the troops which marched with Major General Patter- | 
sen from Matamoras, those under Brigadier General Quitman from 
Monterey, as well as Brigadier General Twiggs's brigade, which 
marched with you, all, as I understand, upon Victoria. Should 
you deem a garrison at the latter place indispensable, you will 
please leave one, and also reserve a sufficient escort for your return 
to Monterey, or other point in this direction. I. will, on my arri- 
val there, determine the strength of the garrison to be left at Tam- 
pico; but shall be glad to receive your suggestions on this point, 
as well as others. 

My letter to Major General Butler, herewith, is so full, that I 
have but little to add, even if time permitted. 

You will consider yourself as continued in the command you 
have so long and so honorably held. I shall not, beyond the necessi- 
ties of the service, interfere with you. Your reports will be ad- 
dressed to me at the Brassos, or Tampico, until I shall be farther 
down the coast of Mexico; I mean special, not ordinary reports. 
They will, when necessary, be forwarded by me to Washington. 
After I may be supposed south of Tampico, you will resume your 
general correspondence with the adjutant general of the army, at 
the.seat of government, and report to me, specially, such matters 
as may be of common interest to our two lines of onerations, and 
I shall reciprocate. Our correspondence with each other ought, 
however, to be full, and as rapid as circumstances may permit. 

Should I succeed in taking Vera Cruz, and through it, its castle, 
.the new line of operations upon the capital of Mexico will be 
opened. By that time, say towards April, we may both, I hope, 
be sufficiently reinforced to advance equally, and to meet some- 
where near the goal; which junction, I think, cannot fail to en- 
able us to dictate an armistice that will insure a satisfactory treaty 
of peace. 

While engaged in attacking the harbor of Vera Cruz, I regret, 
no less on your account than my own, that you will not be in 
strength to mancuvre offensively upon San Luis de Potosi, and points 
beyond. It would greatly favor my enterprise, and your own in- 
clinations; but I cannot, on account of the near approach of the 
vomito, wait for the new troops (regulars, I hope) which Congress 
may give us. Hence I am compelled, by diminishing your forces, 
to reduce you, for a time, to the strict defensive. As I have bere- 
tofore said, you can afford, and the common service requires it. 


Ex. Doc. No. 56. 343 


If the troops arrive in time, and I will not anticipate a failure, 
I shall leave the Brassos about the beginning of next month, and 
Tampico for Vera Cruz some five days later. All the vessels with 
troops, ordnance, and ordnance stores, and other supplies, as they 
arrive off, or depart from, the Brassos or Tampico, will be ordered 
to the general rendezvous behind the islands of Blanquilla and 
Lobos, some fifty miles beyond Tampico, said to be an excellent 

harbor. There IJ shall join them. 
l believe my arrangements, of every sort, to be complete, except 
that everything depends on my drawing from your command about 
5,000 regulars, and thousand volunteers. With these forces, 
and adding three or five regiments of new volunteers, (foot,) Prov- 
idence may defeat me, but I do no: believe the Mexicans can. 


With the greatest respect, I remain truly yours, 
j WINFIELD SCOTT. 


To Major General Z. TAYLOR, 
U. S. Army, commanding, &c., &c. 4 


— 


The original of this letter was never received; being captured on 
the person of Lieutenant Richey, when he was murdered at Villa 
Gran. Copies of it and its enclosure were received with No. 3, 


January 14, 1847, at camp near Victoria. 
| | W. W. S. BLISS, . A. G. 


. True copy of a copy. 
W. W. S. BLISS, 4. A. G. 


A. 
[ Confidential. } 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Camargo, January 3, 1847. 


Sır: We are in sight of the above place, and 1 begin this com- 
munication to save time. 

Ascending the Rio Grande, I have learned that Major General 
Taylor has, a second time, marched for Victoria*from Monterey. 
It is probable that he is now near that place. T 

The copy of my letter to him of the 20th ultimo, herewith in- 
closed, will explain to you my mission, and the necessity I am un- 
der of giving you direct the instructions you will find below. 

That letter, I learn here, has been criminally delayed by the 
officer to whom I entrusted it at New Orleans, and hence may not 
reach its address this side of Victoria. A previous letter of mine, 
to the same commander, dated November 25th, a copy of which I 
also inclose, has, as I have learned, had even a more tedious trans- 
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mission. After a detention of some days at New Orleans, it was 
twelve more (on board a steamer) in getting to the Brassos, and 
only passed Matamoras the 19th or 20th ultimo. Hence, I may 
find no communication from Major General Taylor at Camargo, 
and hence, probably, his present absence from Monterey. 

I give these details as an indirect apology to him for my neces- 
sary interference with his general command, which, otherwise, 
would only be done through him. "The apology will, on the first 
occasion, be made to him direct. 

To capture the city of Vera Cruz, and, through it, the Castle 
of San Juan d’Ulloa, I deem it indispensable, in order to anticipate 
the usual return of the black vomit—in March or April—that the 
whole expedition that I am to conduct should be afloat off the 
Brassos, and off Tampico, in the first week of the next month. 
Some three or five of the new regiments of volunteers (not the 
Texan regiment of horse) will, probably, be up at the former point, 
in time to be included; but my principal force must be drawn from . 
the troops now under Major General Taylor. "Those already at 
Tampico, and the greater part assembled at Victoria, may be em- 
barked at Tampico, leaving a small garrison at Tampico, and as 
an escort to Major General Taylor; and I shall send instructions 
for the movement from Victoria upon Tampico. The remaining 
numbers needed from the same command, will move to the mouth 
of the Rio Grande, or Point Isabel, in order to embark off the 
Brassos. Tampico I suppose to be the better point for embarka- 
tions; but the Brassos may be sooner reached, and time is an 
element in the expedition as important, perhaps, as the number of 
troops to be employed. 

Of the number of troops at Tampico, and assembled, or in march 
for Victoria—regulars and volunteers—I can form only a very im- 
perfect estimate, having seen no returns of a late date. My infor- 
mation as to the forces at Saltillo, Monterey, &c., &c., is not much 
better. I estimate, however, the whole force now under Major 
General Taylor's orders to be about 17,000—seven of regulars, and 
ten of volunteers. Two thousand regulars, and five of volun- 
teers, I suppose—the whole standing on the defensive—to be neces- 
sary to hold Monterey, Seralvo, Camargo, Reynosa, Matamoras, 
Point Isabel, the Brassos, the mouth of the Rio Grande, and Tam- 
pico. Ido not enumerate Saltillo and Victoria, because I suppose 
they may be abandoned or held without hurting or improving the 
line of defenceI have indicated. I wish to give no definite opinion 
af to either, or as to other smaller points mentioned above, but to 
leave them open to the consideration of Major General Taylor, or, 
in the first instance, (in his absence,) to yourself; and you are, no 
doubt, in possession of his more recent views. 

(Here, (Camargo,) a little while after reaching the landing, I re- 
ceived Major General Taylor's letter of the 26th ultimo, acknow- 
ledging mine of November 25th. As he says he intends to pro- 
ceed to Victoria, the point in the whole theatre of his operations 
the most inaccessible to me, both from this place and Matamoras, 


D 
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I shall proceed with my instructions to you, taking care to send 
him a copy, with such additions as I may deem necessary.] | 

You will, therefore, without waiting to hear from Major Gen- 
eral Taylor, and without the least unnecessary delay—in order that 
they may be in time, as above—put in movement, for the mouth of 
the Rio Grande, the following troops: 

About five hundred regular cavalry, of the Ist and 2d regiments 
of dragoons, including Lieutenant Kearny's troop. 
. About five hundred volunteer cavalry. I rely upon you to select 
the best. 

Two field batteries of regular light artillery, (say,) Duncan's 


.and Taylors; and 


Four thousand regulars on foot, including artillery acting as in- 
fantry. The whole under Brevet Brigadier General Worth—about 
this time, no doubt, a major general by brevet, and assigned to 
duty according to the latter rank. - 

In addition, put in movement, for the same point of embarka- 
tion, (the Brassos,) and to be there as above, 4,000 volunteer in- 
fantry. ° 
l Deduct from the above numbers, regulars and volunteers, as fol- 

ows: 

The troops at Victoria and at Tampico, less the garrison, (say,) 
500 for the latter place, and the escort that Major C eneral Taylor 
may need back to Monterey. And, also, one of the volunteer regi- 
ments at Matamoras; I having ordered Colonel Curtis’s regiment 
to remain there, notwithstanding the arrival of Colonel Drake’s to 
relieve him. Make no other deductions, unless pressed by the im- 
mediate presence of the enemy in great force. 

Some of those deductions I am myself unable to make from the 
want of returns, and other information-alluded to above. 

Of the volunteers, Major General Patterson, Brigadier Generals 
Pillow and Quitman, are at, or in march for, Victoria, which I 
suppose to be within easy reach of Tampico in time for my expe- 
dition; and Brigadier General Shields is at the latter place. The 
President of the United States may appoint other general officers 
to the new regiments of volunteers; many of which regiments I 
hope will be up in time. In the latter case, I may take four or 
fve, and leave the remainder to join Major General Taylor. 
Should another major general of volunteers be required, I shall be 
most happy to avail myself of your services with me, if Major 
General Taylor can spare you, and he be back at, Monterey in time; 
and, perhaps, if no new appointments to the rank be made, I may 
require another volunteer brigadier general from your present im- 
mediate command. I 

I hope to hear promptly at the Brassos, whither I shall immedi- 
ately go, (stopping one day, perhaps, at Matamoras,) that the above 
instructions are in a rapid train of execution. The troops should 
all move with light trains, as they will move upon ample supplies. 
I shall, in the first instance, take from Major General Taylor’s 


_ theatre of operations but a small part of his means of land trans- 


portation. 
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Relying upon your known energy and good faith, I remain, sir, 
with high respect, your most obedient servant, 
. WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Major General W. O. BuTLER, 
U. S. volunteers, commanding, &c. &c.. 


P. S. I expect to be personally at Tampico, to superintend that 
part of my expedition that is to embark there, towards the end oí 
this month. 

The whole of the eight regiments of the new foot volunteers 
will be up with the Brassos, 1 hope, by the end of this month. 
Major General Taylor may rely upon three, if not four, of them 
for his immediate command, and make your calculations for him 
now, accordingly. | | 

I have supposed above that Brigadier General Wool, and Brevet 
Brigadier General Worth, with their troops, to be under your im- 
mediate orders. If not already so, you will assume command over 
them in order to carry out the above instructions. v 

ED . S. 


True copy of a copy. : f f 
W. W. S. BLISS, A. A. G. 


[No. 3.] HEAD- QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
' Matamoras, January 6, 1847. 


Sır: I wrote to you and to Major General Butler, from Camargo, 
three days ago. I think it safer to transmit copies of those let- 
ters to you, at Victoria, by Major General Patterson’s route frem 
this place. 

Five companies of rifles came with me from New Orleans, and 
will remain encamped at the mouth of this river until the arrival 
of their horses left in charge of an officer and ten men, per com- 
pany, to follow in sail vessels. i 

I do not at present expect to take those companies with me 
against Vera Cruz; but I am very anxious that Colonel P. F. 
Smith, of that regiment, should have the command of a brigade of 
regulars in the expedition; and if he be brevetted, as I hope he 
may be, I shall give him such command. He can embzrk at Tam- 

ico. 

Of the officers of engineers, topographical engineers, and ord- 
nance, with you, or under your command, I propose to take only 
Captain R. Lee, of the first named corps. Colonel Totten, who 
will be with me, desires him, and I shall write to have him sent 
down from Saltillo. | a 

Paymaster Kirby, I learn, is with you. If you can spare him, 
please instruct him to juin me at Tampico. Paymasters Van Bu- 
ren and R. H. Hammond are here. The three, and, say, two 
others, may suffice for my expedition at the beginning. 


* 
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I have no assistant adjutant general with me. Probably a new 
one, with the rank o, major, may be . In the mean time, 
I am unwilling to deprive either you, Major General Butler, or 
Major General Patterson, of the major of that department with 
you respectively. 

It may be that the troops, moving from Victoria upon Tampico, 
will be able, to some extent, to avail themselves of the Panuco 
river, and I shall, accordingly, if practicable, send some steamers 
of a light draught of water to meet them. 

The water on the Rio Grande continues to fall gradually. To- 
wards the end of this month it will be difficult for any of the gov- 
ernment steamers to ascend as high as Camargo. Hence another 
reason for the rapid march of the troops I have called for from 
your command from Monterey and Saltillo. 

I remain, sir, with high respect, your most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Major General Tay or, 

United States Army, commanding, §c., &c. 


A true copy: received January 14, at camp near Victoria. 
| W. W.S. BLISS, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


[No. 4.] HEAD-QUARTERS, ÁRMY or OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Victoria, January 15, 1847. 


Sır: The communication of Major General Scott, of the 6th 
instant, accompanied by copies of his letters of the 3d, to Major 
General Butler and myself, was received yesterday. The original 
of his letter of the 3d has not yet reached me, nor have I any dates 
from Major General Butler later than December 28th. The com- 
munication of December 20th has never been received. 

I effected a junction with Major General Patterson at this place 
on the 4th inst., and have since been awaiting advices from Major 
General Scott, not doubting that I should hear from him on his 
first arrival at Matamoras, or, perhaps, from Tampico, whither a 
confidential messenger was despatched on the 6th. But, owing to 
the state of supplies, it became necessary to move the command, 
and a movement was accordingly ordered in the direction of Tam- 
pico. The regular troops, under Brigadier General Twiggs, 
marched yesterday. The brigades of: Major General Patterson’s | 
division march to-day and to-morrow. This force will reach Tam- 
pico by the 25th instant, or soon after. 

The enclosed return will exhibit the entire force now in route, or 
about marching on Tampico, from this point. I have retained 
Lieutenant Colonel May’s squadron as part of my escort to Mon- 
terey, and also the Mississippi regiment, partly as escort to head- 
quarters and partly to guard a train of supplies just arrived from 
Matamoras, and which I deem it unnecessary to send forward to 

Tampico. No troops will be left in garrison here. 
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As I presume that General Butler, under his instructions, has 
ordered the batteries of General Worth’s command to march with 
it to the mouth of the river, and as I infer from those same instruc- 
tions that not more than two batteries are required by Major Gen 
eral Scott, I have directed the return to Monterey of Captains 
Bragg’s and Sherman’s. If I have mistaken his wishes in this mat- 
ter I beg to be advised without delay, as the batteries may stili 
join him in time. 

To the troops, regular and volunteer, marching hence on Tam- 
pico, may be added perhaps 300 artillery of Colonel Gates's bat- 
talion, and the Alabama regiment, about 500 strong. The Ten- 
nessee horse will more than fill General Scott's requisition for 
volunteer cavalry. l 

Not knowing the action taken by Major General Butler, under 
the instructions of the general-in-chief, I cannot now write more 
fully. On reaching Monterey I may be able to give my views in 
regard to the wants of the service on the defensive line, which it is 
proposed to hold. | | 

I respectfully enclose a return of the regular troops of the army 
of occupation for November. Since its date some 600 recruits bave 
joined, exclusive of such newly organized companies((rifle or other 
corps) as may have recently arrived. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient*servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General United States Army, commanding. 
Lieuten:nt H. L. Scort, 
Aid-de-camp, or Chief of the Staff, 
Major General Scott's head-quarters, Brassos island. 


A true copy: ws weiss 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


[No. 5. | HEAD-QUARTERS, ARMY OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, | Victoria,] January 15, 1847. 


Sin: In a communication addressed this day to your staff officer, 
I have replied to so much of your letter, of the 6th instant, and its 
enclosures, as relates to points of detail; but there are other and 
grave topics embraced in those communications to which I deem it 
my right and, my duty to reply directly. 

The amount of force to be withdrawn from this frontier, and the 
manner in which it is proposed to withdraw it, had never fully 
come to my knowledge until yesterday, though hinted at in your 
note of November 25th. Had you, general, relieved me at once in 
the whole command, and assigned me to duty under your orders, or 
allowed me to retire from the field, be assured that no complaint 
would have been heard from me. But while almost every man of 
my regular force, and half the volunteers, (now in respectable dis- 
cipline,) are withdrawn for distant service, it seems that I am ex- 
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pected, with less than a thousand regulars and a volunteer force, 
partly of new lévies, to hold a defensive line, while a large army 
of more than 20,000 is in my front. 

I speak only of a defensive line; for the 1dea of assuming offen- 
sive operations in the direction of San Luis, by March, or even 
May, with such troops as can then be at my disposition, is quite 
too preposterous to be entertained for a moment. After all that I 
have written to the department on the subjeet of such operations,I 
find it difficult to believe that I am seriously expected to undertake 
them, with the extraordinarily limited means placed at my disposal. 

I cannot misunderstand the object of the arrangements indicated 
in your. letters. I feel that I have lost the confidence of the 
government, or it would not have suffered me to remain up to this 
time ignorant of its intentions, when so vitallv affecting interests 
committed to my charge. But however much I may feel, personal- 
ly, mortified and outraged at the course pursued, unprecedented, at 
least, in our own history, I will carry.out in good faith, while I re- 
main in Mexico, the views of the government, though I may be 
sacrificed in the effort. 

I deeply regret to find in your letters of January 3d, to Major 
General Butler and myself, an allusion to my position here, which 
I cannot but consider as an insinuation that I have put myself, wil- 
lingly, out of the reach of your communications. I beg leave to 
remark that the movement of troops in this direction, and my own 
march hšther, were undertaken for public reasons, fully set forth in 
my reports to the adjutant general; one of them being my desire to 
place in position for embarkation to Vera Cruz, should the govern- 
ment order an expedition to that point, the force (2,000 regulars 
and 2,000 volunteers) which I reported might be spared for that 
service. | 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. Army, commanding. 


Major General W. Scorr, 
Commanding U. S. Army, Brassos Island, Tezas. 


A true copy. | 
W. W. S. BLISS, 
A. A. G. 
[No. 6.] HrAp-QUARTERS, ARMY or OCCUPATION, 


Camp near Monterey, January 26, 1847. 


Sin: I respectfully report my arrival at this place on the 24th 
instant. After I had left my camp near Victoria, I received Major 
General Scott’s letter of December 20th, and was advised, at the 
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same time, of the murder of Lieutenant Richey, 5th infantry, and 
the loss of despatches conveyed by that officer. 

It seems that on reaching the town of Villa Gran, on the 13th in- 
stant, Lieutenant Richey separated himself from his escort, for the 
purpose of purchasing provisions and forage; that he was assaulted by 
a gang of desperadoes, lassoed, and brutally put to death. He had 
been despatched to my head-quarters by Major General Butler, with 
some communications, the most important being General Scott's 
original instructions to me of January 3d. Those instructions, with 
other despatches found on Lieutenant Richey’s person, were doubt- 
less forwarded to San Luis. Every effort was made by the offer of 
rewards, &c., to recover the despatches, and apprehend the murderers, 
but, it is feared, without success. I have, however, in custody a 
Mexican, who is unquestionably criminated in the affair. 

On reaching this place, I found that Major General Butler had 
punctually carried out the instructions of the general-in-chief. 
The recruits for the 3d infantry, however, were retained here, and 
I only wait advices from General Scott’s head-quarters to put them 
in march for the mouth of the river. | 

We hear from the interior that General Santa Anna has certain- 
ly been elected president, and Gomez Farrias, vice president of 
the republic. The former, at the last advices from San Luis, had 
gone thence to the capital. The army is represented to be suffer- 
ing for want of supplies, and the congress seems unwilling or 
unable to vote the necessary appropriations. : 

From the direction of. Durango, we learn that an action took 
place at the Paso del Norte, between a detachment of trqops from 
Santa Fé, and a Mexican force which had marched from Chihuahua, 
resulting in the defeat and dispersion of the latter, with considera- 
ble loss. It is presumed, that our troops are now in possession of 
Chihuahua. | | 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General, U. S. Army, commanding. 
Lieut: H. L. Scott, i 
Aid- de- camp, or chief of staff, Major General Stott’s 
Head-quarters, Brassos, Santiago. 


A true copy. W. W. S. BLISS 
e ° ° 3 


A. A. G. 


[No. 7.] | HxAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos San Iago, January 25, 1847. 


Sır : Major General Scott has instructed me to request, that you 
would order the detachment of recruits for the 3d infantry, under 
Captain Gordon, now at Monterey, to the mouth of the Rio Grande, 
unless the detachment has been incorporated into some body of 
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troops under your command. In the latter case; it is the desire of 
the general that the regiment should remain with you. 

I am further instructed to request, that you will please order to 
the mouth of the Rio Grande, thence to join their regiments, any 
detachments, within the limits of your command, or convalescents 
able to travel, or men otherwise separated from regiments belong- 
ing to the more immediate command of Major General Scott. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. L. SCOTT, 
| A. A. A. G. 
Major General Z. TAYLOR, i 

U. S. Army, commanding, &c., &c., Monterey. 
e 


A true copy: received February 7. 
W. W. S. BLISS, 
A. A. G. 


[No. 8.] HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos San Iago, January 26, 1847. 


Sin : I have received your two letters of the 15th instant. 

There are some expressions in those letters, which, as I wish to 
forget them, I shall not specify or recall. 

You intimate a preference for service, in my particular expedition, 
to remaining in your present position with greatly reduced num- 
bers. I can most truly respond that to take you with me, as second 
in command, would contribute greatly to my personal delight, and, 
I confidently believe, to the success of that expedition. But I 
could not propose it to you, for two reasons, either of which was 
conclusive with me, at the moment: 1..I thought you would be 
left in a higher and more responsible position where you are, and, 
9. I knew that it was not contemplated by the government to supei- 
sede you in, or to take you from, that immediate command. 

If I had been within easy reach of you at the time I called for 
troops from your line of operations, I should, as I had previously 
assured you, have consülted Ze fully on all points; and, probably, 
might have modified my call, both as to number and description 
of the forces to be taken from, or to be left with you. As it was, 
I had to act promptly, and, to a considerable extent, in the dark. 
All this, I think, will be apparent to you, when you shall review 
my letters. i 

I hope I have left, or shall leave you, including the new volun- 
teers who will soon be tp, a competent force to defend the head 
oí your line (Monterey) and its communications with the depóts in 
this neighborhood. To enable you to do this more certainly, I 
must i you to abandon Saltillo, and to make no detachments, 
except for reconnotssances and immediate defence, much beyond 
Monterey. I know this to be the wish of the government, founded 
on reasons in which I concur; among them, that the enemy intends 
to operate against small detachments and posts. 
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I fear that I may be delayed here, or at Tampico, in embarking 
troops, till, perhaps, the 10th of the next month, waiting for tran- 
sports; and again, a few days more, at the general rendezvous, be- 
hind the island of Lobos, waiting for some of the volunteer regi- 
ments, boats for debarkation, ordnance and ordnance stores. 

Finding that Colonel Smith, with two companies of his rifle 
regiment, are at Tampico, or in its neighborhood, I shall take with 
me his seven companies, now near the mouth of the Rio Grande, 
and, perhaps, Colonel Curtis’s regiment of Ohio volunteers, detained 
at Matamoras. My uncertainty, in respect tothe latter, refers tothe 
number of new regiments of volunteers that may arrive in time 
off the bar for my expedition. I shall not take with me Captain 
Hunter’s company of the 2d dragoons, as it is dismounted. There 
will, however, be horses for it here in perhaps a week. I shall 
leave instructións for him, when mounted, to ascend the river to 
Camargo, to meet your orders. No guard will be left by me at the 
mouth of the Rio Grande. I give you this information that you 
may place a detachment there, at your own discretion. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with great respect, your most 


obedient servant, 8 
| INFIELD SCOTT. 


P. S. 1 beg you to make my official acknowledgments to Major 
General Butler, for the promptitude and zeal displayed by him in 
your temporary absence, in detaching the troops I called for in my 
déspatch to him, of the 3d instant. The greater part, if not the 
whole, of those troops, afe now below Matamoras. 


Major General Z. TAYLOR, 
U. S. Army, commanding 2d army corps. 


À true copy: received February 7. i 
i W. W. S. BLISS, 
A A. A. G. 


[No. 9.]  HEAD-QUARTERS, Army or OccuPATION, 
Agua Nueva, February 7, 1847. 


Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the communication of 
Major General Scott, dated January 26th, your’s of the 25th of that 
month, agd a file of orders issued from the head-quarters of the 
army at Brassos Santiago. j 

In reply to so much of General Scott's letter as relates to the 
evacuation of Saltillo, I beg leave to say that I consider the ocru- 
pation of that city, or rather a position in its front, as essential to 
the due defence of the line which. I am now reduced to hold. I 
have, therefore, established a camp at this point, eighteen miles in 
advance of Saltillo, and shall concentrate here all the troops in 
front, except a small garrison left in that city. It is my purpose 
to hold this position, unless I am positively ordered to fall back by 
the government at Washington, to which my views and the position 
of affairs here are fully communicated. 


Ex. Doc. No. 56. 353 


About the time of my, return to the city of Monterey, two recon- 
noitring parties from the Kentucky and Arkansas regiments of ca- 
valry, commanded respectively by Majors Gaines and Borland, of 
those regiments, having effected a junction at Encarnacion, some 
thirty miles in advance of this position, were surprised by a large 
party of Mexican cavalry and taken prisoners; one man only effect- 
ing his escape, on the following day. A small party of Kentucky 
cavalry, under Captain Heady, which was sent out to gain informa- 
tion of the first detachment, was also surprised and captured a day 
or two afterwards. These captures include nearly one hundred of- 
ficers and men. From the information we have received, there can 
be no doubt that they all resulted from carelessness and want of 
vigilance; and, in the first instance, at least, from direct disobe- 
dience of orders. 

The frequent alarms in this quarter, since the middle of Decem- 
ber, seem to have had no substantial foundation. The only force 
which has approached this position, has been the one of cavalry 
which made the above captures, and which was distinctly invited 
by the extreme want of caution of our own parties. It is under- 
stood that that force has fallen back to Mataguala, and it is even 
reported that large detachments,have been made from San Luis in 
the direction of Véra Cruz, which I think not improbable. 

You will perceive from my ‘‘special orders,? No. 7, that the de- 
tachment of recruits, under Captain Gordon, at Jeast so much of it 
as came forward to Monterey, has been temporarily distributed 
among the artillery companies, serving in this quarter. Those 
companies, except Captain Washington’s, had become so much re- 
duced in effectives as to render some immediate measures necessary 
to make them efficient for field service; and I deemed the necessi- 
ties of the case, and the great importance of the arm of artillery 
in my present position, sufficient to warrant me in retaining the re- 
cruits. Should recruits for the artillery arrive, (and I have ad- 
dressed the adjutant general on the subject,) those now ‘‘tempora- 
rily attached? to companies, in this quarter, will be sent to join 
their proper regiment. 

Before I left Monterey, orders had been given, by Major General 
Butler, for all convalescents, &c., to proceed to their regiments 
below, under the command of Major Alexander, 1st Tennessee vol- 
unteers. "This detachment included the men of Lieutenant Kear- 
ny’s company, who were sent as Lieutenant Richey’s escort to Vic- 


toria. ost of their horses had been broken down on*that route. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
| Z. TÁYLOR, 


. | Major General U. S. A., commanding. 
Lieutenant H. L. Scorr, : . | 
A. D. C., or chief of the staff, Major General Scott's 
. Head-quarters, Brassos Santiago. 


À true copy. W. W. S. BLISS 
" 44. 4. 0. 


354 Ex. Doc. No. 56. 


[No. 10.] HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Brassos Santiago, February 15, 1847. 


Sir: I have the honor to ackuowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 26th ultimo, reporting your arrival at Monterey, 
the murder of Lieutenant Richey, and the loss of despatches en- 
trusted to him, &c., &c. 

Previous to the receipt of your communication, a well authenti- 
cated report of the murder of Lieutenant Richey had reached Major 
General Scott, who has instructed me to communicate for your in- 
formation the following extract from his despatch, of the 4th in- 
stant, to the Secretary of War: If Lieutenant Richey (reported 
among the slain) had not time to destroy the despatches about his 

erson, (which is highly improbable,) General Santa Anna, at San 
bus de Potosi, had them, no doubt, in four days after their cap- 
ture! It is consequently more than probable that, before this time, 
the greater part of the Mexican army, lately assembled at San Luis 
de Potosi, has reached Vera Cruz or its vicinity. Major General 
' Taylor's mind has, no doubt, ere this, arrived at the same conclu- 
sion; and I shall write to suggest to him, at his own discretion, the 
advantage of maneuvring offensively, in the direction of San Luis 
de Potosi, after being partially meinforced with some of the new 
regiments of volunteers. The suggestions world be unnecessary, 
but for the intimations he has received to stand on the defensive." 

General orders, No. 6, of the 30th ultimo, herewith, will have 
made you acquainted with the proportion of new volunteers allotted 
at that date to you; and the following extract from the despatch of 
the general-in-chief to the Secretary of War, of the 4th instant, 
explains his views in making that allotment, as well as the subse- 
quent circumstances that have changed it: “I am becoming ex- 
ceedingly anxious for the arrival of all the vessels that are due. 
The season for operations on the coast is already short, and I am 
personally wanted at Tampico and Lobos. I cannot, however, 
leave here without some certainty as to the near approach of 
essentials. | 

„The Ist Pennsylvania regiment of volunteers, the Louisiana 
'volunteers, and a part of the New York volunteers, had passed this 
place before my general orders, No. 6, of the 30th ultimo. At 
‘date, I intended to take with me four regiments of the new volun- 
teers only, leaving the remainder for Major General Taylor. The 
three mentioned being up, in whole or in part, were ordered to 
Lobos; and wishing, as far as practicable, to keep regiments of the 
same State together, the 2d Pennsylvania was designated (in orders 
No. 6) to follow, making the four regiments. "This, regiment and 
the 2d Mississippi were then known to be at New Orleans, where 
they have been detained, I learn, by an unusual degree of sick- 
ness. When the latter comes up, it will go, under that order, to 
join the 1st Mississippi regiment, with Major General Taylor. 

“ But a fifth, the South Carolina regiment, has, by some mistake 
at New Orleans, sailed, I learn, direct from Mobile for Lobos., 
This I do not now regret, as information received yesterday makes 


te E 
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it necessary that the expedition I am to .conduct should be aug- 
mented to the utmost within my power" 

I enclose, herewith, special orders, No. 21, detaching two assist- 
ant surgeons, from Matamoros, for service with Brigadier General 
Worth’s division. The great deficiency of medical officers with the 
troops rendered this order necessary; and the general-in-chief has 
instructed the senior surgeon at Matamoras to supply any necessary 
additional medical aid that may be required at his general hos- 
pital, by hiring physicians. Colonel Clarke, commanding at Mata- 
moras, and Major Gardner, commanding Point Isabel, have also 
been ordered, at their own request, to join their respective 
regiments. 

Captain Hunter’s company, 2d dragoons, will, assoon as it has 
been mounted, rejoin your command. Colonel Curtis’s Ohio regi- 
ment, on the 28th ultimo, also received instructions from the gen- 
eral-in-chief to comply with the orders it had received, previous to 
its detention at Matamoras by Major General Scott. 

On the 31st ultimo, the-general-in-chief instructed the command- 
ing officer at Matamoras not to allow certain goods, belonging to 
the commercial house of Charles Udhe & Co., of Matamoras, 
which goods are now said to be stored in that city, under the care 
of our military authority, to be transferred from their present 
no of deposit, until the decision of the Secretary of the 

reasury, now daily to be expected, shall be received. This order 
was given in consequence of its being alleged that those goods 
were now demanded by the marshal of Texas, in order to be trans- 
ferred to Galveston for adjudication, although they were never 
landed on the left bank of the Rio Grande, and therefore, it may 
be, never within the limits of Texas. 

The foregoing statement embraces every case in which the gen- 
eral-in-chief has exercised any direct authority within the limits of 
your command, except in cases heretofore commnnicated to you, 
and excepting that Major C. Thomas, quartermaster, who accompa- 
nied Brigadier Ganeral Worth, has been relieved from duty with 
General Worth’s division, and ordered to Matamoras; and that Cap- 
tain Cross, A. Q. M., has been assigned to duty with that division. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. L. SCOTT, 
A. A. A. G. 


P. S. Major General Scott has desired me to add that but one 
transport has yet arrived for the troops to be embarked at this 
place and Tampico, though all are daily expected. 

I have the honor to be, &c., &c., ; 

| H. L. SCOTT, 


I A. A. A. G. 
Major General Z. Tayrtor, 
U. S. A., commanding, &c. &c. &c., Monterey, Mexico. 


A true copy. 
A. A. Ge 


— 


W2 W. S. BLISS; 
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[No. 11.] HEAD-QUARTERS 0F THE ARMY, 
Brassos Santiago, February 13, 1847. 


Sin: I am instructed by Major General Scott to say, that by the 
time Captain Washington's harnessed battery, of the 4th artillery, 
can reach Vera Cruz, he hopes to be in a condition to advance into 
the interior of Mexico, when the battery will be highly useful to 
him. He desires, therefore, that you will order that company to 
this place, to follow him. 

I am further instructed to say, that the general is still in the 
midst of uncertainties concerning the approach of new volunteers, 
transports, ordnance, ordnance stores, &c. He is very desirous of 
being at Tampico, where his presence is much needed, as well as at 
Lobos; but he cannot leave this place, until it is at least certain 
that a sufficient number of transports will arrive for the embarka- 
tion of Brevet Brigadier General Worth’s brigade. But one regi- 
ment, the 8th, or rather the greater part of it, has yet been em- 
barked. Four ships are, however, ides as off this bar, although 
they have not yet come to anchor. Should they prove to be trans- 

orts, the general-in-chief hopes that Brevet Brigadier General 
Worth’s brigade may be embarked in a few days, and that he, with 
some 300 men, will be able to leave here in the steamer Massachu- 
setts to-morrow. 

Before leaving Washington in November last, the general-in- 
chief had fixed upon the 15th of January as the day on which it 
was desirable that. transport ships, with supplies, &c., for his ex- 
pedition, should be here. Ten of those transports were to come 
from the Atlantic ports, and the remainder from New Orleans. But 
one has yet arrived, (from New Orleans,) and that was at once 
despatched with the 8th infantry to Lobos. The delay of those from 
the Atlantic ports renders it now unsafe to count upon them, and 
every effort has, consequently, been made to render vessels off the 
Brassos available for this purpose. Procuring water casks, in suf- 
cient numbers, has been one great difficulty, which has only been 
partially surmounted. By our last advices from New Orleans, re 
ceived the 9th instant, the ships, after great delays in getting crews, 
were nearly ready to sail, so that we may confidently hope that a 
part of the transports will not be much longer delayed. 

The ordnance and ordnance stores for the contemplated expedi- 
tion are yet mostly behind. 

You will have received general orders, Nos. 15, 16, and 17, dated 
respectively the 9th, 11th, and 12th, instant. Captain Merchant’s 
company, required by general orders, [No. 15, to replace Captain 
Lowd’s at Fort Brown, has just gone up the Rio Grande. 

The special orders, herewith, together with the enclosed copy of 
a letter to Colonel Drake, commanding at Matamoras, embrace all 
other cases in which the general-in-chief has exercised any direct 
authority over your command, since the date of my letter of the 
5th instant. 

The detachment of Lieutenant Colonel May’s squadron of dra- 
godns, brought by Brevet Brigadier General Worth to the mouth of 
the Rio Grande, under the supposition that the squadron would soon 
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follow, the general-in-chief has ordered to join their companies at 
Monterey; and he was pleased to learn, through Captain Graham, 
your intention that the detachment of Kearny`s troop, left behind, 
should soon follow their company. The quartermaster at this place 
will have instructions to forward all detachments, belonging to the 
more immediate command of Major General Scott, that have been 
separated from their regiments or companies, upon their arriva? 
here. gek 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient 


servant, 
H. L. SCOTT, 
Al. A. A. General. 
Major General Z. TAYLOR, 
| U. S. Army, commanding, &c., &c., Monterey. 


À true copy. 
W. W. S. BLISS, A. A. G. 


[No. 12.] HEAD-QUARTERS, Army or OCCUPATION, 
Agua Nueva, February 13, 1847. 


Sır: The joint resolution of Congress, of which I enclose here- 
with a copy, was transmitted by the President on the 19th of No- 
vember, and received by me while en route to Victoria. Nearly all 
the troops interested in the resolution being now withdrawn fori 
my immediate command, I cannot comply with the instructions of 
the President, to communicate to them the first two resolutions. It 
still seems proper that they should find a place in the records of 
the different regiments and corps, and I have accordingly to request 
that you will promulgate, in such manner as Major General Scott 
may approve, the resolutions in question, to all the troops serving 
under his orders that participated in the service of the army on the 
Rio Grande in May last. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. Army, commanding. 3 ; 
Lieutenant H. L. Scorr, 
A. D. C. or Chief of the Staff, 
Major General Scott's Head-quarters, 
Erpedition against Vera Cruz. 


À true copy. 
W. W. S. BLISS, A. A. G. 
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[No. 13.] HEAD-QUARTERS, Army oF OCCUPATION, 
Agua Nueva, March 1, 1847. 


Sin: I have the honor to report, for the information of the ge- 
neral-in-chief, that having received information which left no doubt 
that the enemy was assembling in'very heavy force at Encarnacion, 
80 miles in my front, under the immediate orders of General Santa 
Anna, I broke up my camp at this place, on the 21st of February, 
and took up a strong position, about seven miles in front of Sal- 
tillo. The enemy made his appearance on the 22d, and at 11 
o'clock of that day I received from General Santa Annaa summons 
to surrender at discretion, which I declined. "The action was com- 
menced in the afternoon, between the light troops on the left of 
our position, and was resumed the following morning; the enemy 
making a heavy effort to force our left flank. A succession of ob- 
stinate contests ensued, until night put an end to the battle. The 
enemy was repulsed in every effort to force our line, and finally 
withdrew, under cover of the night, to the position of Agua Nueva. 
His rear column evacuated this place on the 27th of February, and 
his entire army is now in retreat towards San Luis, greatly disor- 

anized. It is not probable that he will make another effort in this 
direcion, or that the troops which fought here, and which are com- 
pletely demoralized, can render efficient service at any other point. 

Our force in the field, at the commencement of the action, did 
not exceed 4,500 men, while that of the enemy, as stated by Ge- 
neral Santa Ánna in his summons, and confirmed from many sources, 
was 20,000, with from 15 to 20 pieces of artillery, some of them of 
heavy calibre. Our loss, so far as ascertained, is 264 killed, 450 
wounded, dnd 26 missing; that of the enemy is moderately esti- 
mated at 1,500 killed and wounded, and will probably reach 2,000, 
besides a great number of deserters. We took a sufficient number 
of prisoners, to ransom all those now in the hands of the Mexicans, 
and arrangements for their exchange have been made. 

Among our killed are many officers of distinguished merit: Cap- 
tain Lincoln, assistant adjutant general, Colonel Hardin, Illinois 
volunteers, Colonel McKee, and Lieutenant Colonel Clay, Kentucky 
volunteers, and Colonel Yell, Arkansas volunteers, are the most 
conspicuous. Captain Lincoln was the only regular officer killed. 
Captain Steen, Ist dragoons, and Lieutenant French, 3d artillery, 
were severely wounded. I write in haste, as the express is about 
leaving. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. Army, commanding. 


Lieutenant H. L. Scorr, 
A. D. C., or Ge e Staff, 
Major General Scott's Head-quarters. 


A true copy. 
W. W. S. BLISS, . f. G. 
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[No. 14.] HRA P- ART ERSC, ARMY or OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, March 20, 1847. 


Sır: In reply to so much of your communication of February 13 
as relates to despatching Captain Washington's battery to Vera 
Cruz, I beg leave to say that I cannot possibly dispense with the 
services of that battery on this line, and must, therefore, decline 
sending it as desired. With the enemy still in our front, that bat- 
tery is as essential to us, as it was in the action of February 23, 
when we should inevitably have been defeated, had our artillery 
been less numerous or less efficient than it was. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant," 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 


Lieutenant H. L. Scorr, 
A. D. C., or Chief of the Staff, 
Maj. Gen. Scott's Head-quarters, Mexico. 


[No. 15.] | HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ÁRMY, 
ö Camp Washington, before Vera Cruz, March 17, 1847. 


GENERAL: I am instructed by the general-in-chief to transmit his 
general orders announcing to this army your recent victory over 
Santa Anna. The general-in-chief desires briefly to add his hearty 
congratulations to yourself and army; for comment on such glo- 
rious results would be superfluous. 

In the afternoon of the 9th instant, the army before Vera Cruz 
effected a descent on the coast near Sacrificios, from the open sea, 
and about two and a half miles from the city and castle of Vera 
Cruz, under the ineffectual fire of both. No direct opposition was 
offered at the landing; but the troops had some skirmishing in 
taking up the line of investment. | 

At the time of landing, not one wagon or mule was up, and but 
two-sevenths of the ordnance. Since then, we have had norther 
upon norther to contend with, and have only succeeded in landing 
subsistence for immediate consumption, some camp equipage, and 
the light batteries. 

To-day is clear, and we hope rapidly to complete the necessary 
work preliminary to opening our batteries upon the town and 
castle. Great labors have already been performed by the troops in 
opening and occupying our lines of seven miles in extent over dif- 
ficult sand hills and through dense chapparal. 

From intercepted despatches we learn that the enemy number 
5,000 men in Vera Cruz, besides the garrison of the castle, and are 
scant of provisions in the former. The castle has supplies for some 
weeks. Ü 

The garrison left at Tampico consists of the Louisiana regiment, 
Maryland and District of Columbia battalion, and a company of 


United States artillery, about 1,200 in all, under Colonel Gates, 3d 
artillery. 
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We have had authentic accounts of a revolution in the city of 
Mexico, and the discord between the contending factions seems as 
yet not to be allayed. 

I have the hono: to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. L. SCOTT, A. A. A. G. 

Major General Z. Tay tor, 

U. S. Army, commanding, &c. &c. &c. 


A true copy: received April 12. | 
W. W. S. BLISS, A. A. G. 


[No. 16.] HEAD-QUARTERS, Army OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, April 16, 1847. 


Sin: I respectfully acknowledge the receipt of your communica- 
tion of March 17, with which we likewise received authentic intel- 
ligence of the capture of Vera Cruz. 

As I consider it possible that the general-in-chief may have ex- 
pected offensive operations on my part in the direction of San Luis, 
after the result of the battle of Buena Vista, I desire to state that 
without a nucleus, say, 2 or 3,000 men, of regular,infantry, inured 
to war, such operations over an extensive line, destitute of supplies, 
would in my judgment have been uncertain and hazardous in the 
extreme. This opinion has been communicated to the Department 
of War. 

But leaving aside considerations growing out of the description 
of troops, it is proper toremark that a large force is now constantly 
employed in keeping open our communications with the Rio 
Grande, which were at one time entirely cut off by the cavalry of 
General Urrea. Heavy escorts of cavalry and foot, with occasion- 
ally a piece of artillery, are sent with the weekly trains, thus with- 
drawing a large and efficient force from any service in front. 

I trust, however, that the recent service of this army in front of 
Saltillo, though of a defensive character, will yet have had the 
effect of a strong diversion in favor of the operations from Vera 
Cruz. ° 

I have the gratification to report that a column of Missouri 
volunteers, under Colonel Doniphan, entered Chihuahua on the 1st 
of March, after defeating the Mexican troops with great slaughter 
on the previous day, at the Sacramento river. Our force was but 
924 men, with 6 pieces of volunteer artillery, under Major Clark 
and Captain Weightman. "The Mexicans numbered from 3,500 to 
4,000, and occupied an entrenched, position with 10 pieces of 
artillery. Their loss was 300 killed and 500 wounded, while ours 
was very trifling—1 man killed, 1 mortally, and 7 otherwise 
wounded. This disparity of loss seems incredible; but I have it 
from the official report of Colonel -Doniphan. That officer was 
. ordered to report to General Wool, and his men are greatly in want 
of supplies. I have ordered the command to Saltillo, deeming this 


Ex. Doc. No. 56. 361 


their best route to the United States. It has become, therefore, a 
matter of necessity to evacuate Chihuahua. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 
Lieut. H. L. Scott, A. A. A. G., 
Major General Scott’s Head-quarters. 


A true copy. 
a W. W. S. BLISS, A. A. G. 


[No. 17.] JALAPA, April 24, 1847. 


My pear GENERAL: I am wishing to communicate with you and 
in the smallest space. I hear with joy that you are at San Luis de 
Potosi, and, perhaps, in full march near the capital. May continued 
success attend you! This army has added something to the glory 
obtained by yours. General orders, No. 80, I hope to send with 
this note. Delayed at Vera Cruz by the want of transportation, we 
began to advance the 8th instant, and obtained, the 18th, at the 
pass of Cerro Gordo, (21 miles below,) a signal victory; 3,000 pri- 
soners and twice as many small arms, 43 pieces of artillery, 7 
colors, 5 generals, (besides one killed,).ammunition, &c., &c. Your 
old prisoner, La Vega, is gone again to the United States. Santa 
Anna, Canalizo, Ampudia, &c., &c., escaped. The pursuit was 
vigorous. Some stores were taken here; some abandoned artillery, 
at La Hoya, a terrible pass, 10 miles ahead; and at Perote 66 pieces, 
ammunition, &c., &c. Mexico has no longer an army. The foot 
is nearly dissolved, or certainly much dispersed, and perhaps there 
are not 15 guns in Mexico, and on this side. Our advance is in 
the cestle of Perote. "Thence to the capital hardly a show of re- 
sistance is to be expected. Yet we cannot, at once, advance in 
force. We are obliged to look to the rear. The yellow fever at 
Vera Cruz and on the road, 50 miles this way, may soon eut us off 
from our depot. Deep sand, disease and bands of exasperated 
rancheros constitute difficulties. With an inadequate train we are 
endeavoring to get here essentials, before heat and disease cut us 
off from Vera Cruz. Our cavalry is already meagre, and, from es- 
corting, becoming daily more so. Worth, however, will march 
from Perote upon Puebla, in a day or two, to be replaced by Pat- 
terson or Twiggs. We shall follow, and be with the advance, as 
soon as the essentials are secured; ammunition, medicines, clothing; 
(all behind,) salt, &c., &c. A small siege train, and half ammuni- 
tion, are up. We must subsist on the country, paying for what is 
brought in, &c. I am much embarrassed with the old volunteers, 
in reference to their return, through the yellow fever, if late in 
May, or in June, and I am wholly ignorant of the approach of the 
new regiments lately authorized. "The discharge of the former, 
depends on the approach of the latter, and the movement of each 
may be arrested by the vomito. Yet depóts, along a line of 275 
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miles, will be needed, and a competent fighting force at the headof 
operations. When I may advance beyond Puebla, is therefore yet 
doubtful. I shall feel my way according to information. The re 
sources of the country are not abundant, or not near the road, ex- 
cept to a limited extent. If I were sure that you were at San Luis 
de Potosi, and in a condition to advance, I should see my way rather 
better. I do not mean in respect to fighting dangers, for I doubt 
whet! er we (or either of us) will have another siege or battle; but 
in respect to overtures for a peace or an armistice. As yet no such 
overture has been heard of. An armistice, if strictly observed by 
the enemy, would give security to our line of communications with 
main depóts, but still liable to be cut off from the principal and 
nearer one (Vera Cruz) by yellow fever there; and for fifty miles 
this side. Within that distance I doubt whether I can hazard a 
depot or garrison. I suppose that your occupation of San Luis de 
Potosi and advances upon the capital might increase the chances 
of a peace or an armistice; but many intelligent persons believe 
that to occupy the capital and fifty other important points would 
not end the war, and that the enemy, with aà army, would still 
hold out and operate against our trains, small parties and stragglers, 
with rancheros on the guerilla plan. Let me hear from you by the 
return of the bearer, and by othersas you may. I am only allowed 
this small piece of paper to be concealed. 
| Most truly yours, : | 
| WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Major General TAYLOR, &c., &c., &c. 
A true copy: received May 14. 


W. W. S. BLISS, A. A. G. 


[No. 18.) HEA D-uARTERS, ARM OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, May 16, 1817. 


Sin: I had the honor, on the 14th instant, to receive the commu- 
nication of Major General Scott, dated April 24th, at Jalapa. It 
was brought as far as Tampico by a courier, and despatched thence 
via the Brossos and Camargo. I am compelled likewise to send | 
my answer by the Brassos. 

I beg you to convey to Major General Scott my sincerest con- 
BE and those of this division of the army, upon the bril- 
iant victory of Cerro Gordo. F had the satisfaction to announce 
it in orders on the 8th instant, having that day seen the official re- 
port of General Canalizo. We all trust that this decisive blow 
may incline the enemy to peace. 

I regret to find that the general-in-chief seems to have expected 
an early forward movement of this column upon San Luis Potosi. 
In my communication of April 16th, I distinctly said that such 
movement was not to be expected with the means then at my dis- 
posal. It will be recollected that nearly my entire force at that 
time consisted of twelve months? volunteers, save a few companies 
of regular artillery and dragoons. The four regiments of volun- 
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teer infantry for the war, assigned to this line, were extremely 
tardy in their arrival, and one of them (2d Mississippi) was and 
still is disabled by disease. Of the Texas cavalry, but three com- 
panies have been raised. My whole dependence, then, has been 
upon the twelve months’ volunteers. Admitting that it were pru- 
dent to penetrate as far as San Luis, with an infantry: force of that 
description, yet the early period of their discharge would have im- 
posed the necessity of a speedy return and consequent evacuation 
of the place. An occupation, under such circumstances, would of 
course lead to no good result, and I deemed it best to make no 
demonstration upon San Luis until we should be prepared to hold 
it permanently. 

I have adverted above only to the difficulties arising from the 
description of troops on this line and their early discharge. Other 
and serious obstacles to a march on San Luis exist at this time, 
there being a scarcity of water on the road, and absolutely no for- 
age or grass for our animals. With every disposition, therefore, 
to co-operate with the general-in-chief, and contribute, however 
little, to the common result, I have so far been prevented by cir- 
cumstances from making any forward movement. 

The new regular regiments have begun to arrive at the Brassos. 
To enable us to hold this point and Saltillo, after the departure of 
the twelve months? volunteers, (now beginning to fall back,) I 
have been obliged to call on Brigadier General Cadwalader, com- 
manding these new levies, for two regiments to hold the river. 
Until I learn what portion of this additional force will be placed 
under my orders for operations in this direction, I shall make no 
further draft upon it, presuming that at least some of the regiments 
will receive orders for Vera Cruz. In the meanti::e, General Cad- 
walader is instructed to establish a healthy camp of instruction, 
perhaps near Mier, and to obey promptly and to the fullest extent 
any requisition for troops which he may receive from General 
Scott's head-quarters. 

If troops enough shall be placed under my orders to enable me 
to organize a column of 6,000 men, I will advance on Sau Luis as 
soon as I can be sure of finding forage or at least grass on the 
route. Our cavalry and artillery are getting into excellent condi- 
tion for service. 

All is quiet in this quarter. Colonel Doniphan’s command is 
near Saltillo, his advance being at Parras on the 11th instant. 
The approaching discharge of his men obliged him to evacuate 
Chihuahua. ° 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 

Lieutenant H. L. Scorr, 

Al. Asst. Adj. Gen., Major General Scott's 
Head-quarters, via Vera Cruz. 


A true copy. 
W. W. S. BLISS, . A. G. 
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[No. 19.] HEAD-QUARTERS, Army OF Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, May 23, 1847. 


Sin: I beg leave to call your attention to the condition of some 
of the artillery companies serving on this line in regard to subal- 
terns, and to request that the general-in-chief will order such as- 
signments and transfers as will render efficient at least the harness- 
ed batteries. 

1. Captain Sherman's battery (3d artillery) has but one of its 
first lieutenants (Brevet Captain Thomas) serving with it. Lieu- 
tenant Reynolds, who is doing duty in that capacity, belongs to 
another company. Lieutenant Beck with, the junior first lieutenant, 
is understood to be at Tampico. Second Lieutenant French is ab- 
sent, wounded. This battery is now increased to the full comple- 
ment of men and pieces, and requires at least three subalterns. 

2. Brevet Major Braggs’s battery (3d artillery) has but one of its 

proper subalterns (Captain Shover) serving with it, and he will be 
removed by promotion in the place of Major Vinton. Lieutenant 
Kilburn, though doing duty with the battery, does not belong to it. 
First Lieutenant Johnson (R. W.) and Second Lieutenant Andrews 
(Geo. F.) have never joined. I respectfully request that they may 
be ordered at once to join, and that Lieutenant Kilburn may be 
permanently transferred to the company in place of the first lieuten- 
ant promoted, vice Shover. This battery has likewise been in- 
creased to its complement of men, and guns. 
i 9. Captain Deas’s battery (4thartillery) has both of its first lieu- 
tenant (O?Brien and Brent) transferred to the staff. I have to re- 
quest that two active subalterns of that grade be transferred to the 
company, one of which might be first Lieutenant Whiting, now do- 
ing duty with it. | 

4. Companies C and E, Ist artillery, are also defficient in officers, 
particalarly, the former, which has but one subaltern serving* with 
it, (Lieutenant Bowen,) and he belongs to another company. 

I shall request the adjutant general to assign a brevet second 
lieutenant from the new class to each of the above companies, or at 
any rate the first three. In the meantime, I have been compelled 
to retain on duty on this line several of the officers transferred to 
the staff, and all those transferred to companies serving elsewhere, 
having no means of even temporarily filling their places. The ne- 
cessity of a full complement of officers in the batteries is greatly 
increased by the fact that they have been filled up by the arrival 
of recruits to the limit allowed by law. 

J am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 

Lieutenant H. L. Scorr, 

Acting Asst. Adj. Gen., Major General Scott's, 
Head-quarters, via Vera Cruz. 
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No. 49. 


HEgAD-QUARTERS, Army OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, June 8, 1847. 


Sır: In reply to so much of your communication of May 5th, as 
relates to the discharge of the 12 months! volunteers, I have re- 
spectfully to state that the want of funds to pay all those volun- 
teers here, or on the Rio Grande, and the difficulty of controlling 
them after the expiration of their term of service, rendered it ne- 
cessary to take early measures for their discharge in New Orleans, 
as I have already had occasion to report, particularly in my com- 
munication of May 9th, to which I beg leave to refer you. 

Captain Pike's squadron of Arkansas cavalry has been discharged 
at this place, and the 1st and 2d 1 of IIlinois volunteers 
will be mustered out at Camargo. he remainder of the Arkansas 
regiment will likewise be discharged at Camargo, where there wiil 
be sufficient funds for the payment of these corps. All the other 
12 months’ regiments are now on their way to New Orleans under 
previous orders. ; | 

In view of the instructions of the Secretary of War of May 6th, 
I cannot doubt that my course in ordering the discharge of these 
volunteers will be approved by the department. 

But one company has been organized from the 12 months’ regi- 
ments for service during the war. This is a mounted company, 
raised chiefly from the Arkansas cavalry, and commanded by Cap- 
tain Mears, late lieutenant colonel of that regiment. It has been 
accepted, and mustered under the direction of General Wool. 

The Texas volunteers ordered out for six months, under the call 
of Colonel Curtis, as reported in my communication of May 27th, 
were met, by my order, near the river Nueces, and, as I am unoffi- 
cially advised, turned back to San Antonio, One company, how- 
ever, came to this: place; but I have informed the captain that it 
cannot be received. Another company, which preceded the regi- 
under under Colonel Hays, was not met by. the messenger, 
and arrived here several days since. It will dene d accept ser- 
vice for the war, and I am disposed, under all the circumstances, 
to receive it. This, with Chevallie’s battalion, will make five com- 
panies of horse from Texas, which, I perceive, is the force allotted 
to me from that State in the adjutant general’s memorandum of 
April 26th. | 

I beg that no more mounted TER may be sent me from Texas. 
With the regular dragoons and volunteer horse designed for this 
line, (as by the memorandum above cited,) I shall have a cavalry 
force abundantly large for our purposes, and, indeed, too large to 
be conveniently foraged. I make this request because, I under- 
stand, an expectation exists that a much larger force from Texas 
will be employed. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. f., commanding. 
The ADJUTANT GENERAL | E 
Of the army, Washington, D. C. 
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No. 50. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, Army OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, June 8, 1847. 


Sır: In obedience to your instructions of May 10th, I have given 
orders for the re-muster of McCulloch’s company for the war, or 
to discharge it, in case its members should be unwilling to engage 
for that term. 

I have, perhaps, been remiss in not reporting the circumstances 
which induced me to accept the services of that company for the 
limited term of six months. Major McCulloch joined me with 
some twenty picked men,a very short time before the battle of 
Buena Vista, and when his own valuable services as a partizan, 
and spy, were greatly needed. His men, however, were unwilling 
to engage even for twelve months, and, after much hesitation, I de- 
termined to accept them for the period of six; trusting that the pe- 
culiar necessity for their services would justify this departure from 
the prescriptions of the law. The services rendered by Major 
McCulloch and his men, particularly in reconnoitering the enemy’s 
camp at Encarnacion, and advising us certainly of his presenre 
there, were of the highest importance. 

In relation to the excess of officers, I would remark, that when 
the company was mustered, it was expected that it would soon be 
filled up; and also, that Major McCulloch, though mustered as cap- 
tain, was yet a major in the volunteer staff, and drew pay as such. 
He has now been some time detached, and the company is com- 
manded by a lieutenant. | 

If any portion of the company shall accept service for the war, 
it will probably be united with the company referred to in my com- 
munication, No. 49, of this date. 

I am, sir, &c., 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 
The ApsutanT GENERAL 
Of the army, Washington, D. C. : 


No. 51. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, Army or Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, June 8, 1847. 


Sin: In reply to your communication of May 8th, relative to the 
re-organization of company G, 2d dragoons, i would respectfully 
suggest Point Isabel, or Metamoras, as a suitable position for the 
purpose; that is, if it be intended to assign the company to this 
line of operations. Captain Howe has, doubtless, reported to you, 
under my instructions, referred to in my letter of May 27th. 

I am,'sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
| Major General U. S. A. , commanding. 
The ADJUTANT GENERAL | 
Of the army, Washington, D. C. 
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No. 52. 


HgAD-QUARTERS, Army OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, June 16, 1847. 


. Sig: The twelve months’ volunteers being now in route to New 
Orleans amd Camargo for muster and discharge, I have turned my 
attention to the best disposition to be made of the troops destined 
for this line, preparatory to operations. 

The force designed for the present occupation of Buena Vista, un- 
der the orders of Brigadier General Wool, will very soon be in posi- 
tion at that place. It comprises 6 companies of regulars, (2d dra- 
goons and 4th artillery,) 4 companies volunteer horse, (1st Arkansas 
and 3d Texas,) and Brigadier General Marshall’s brigade—in all, 
say 2,500 men. After leaving the minimum garrrison here, and at ` 
other points in rear, I have ordered the concentration, in a healthy 
camp near Mier, of all the troops, regular and volunteer, that are 
now or may arrive on the Rio Grande. I respectfully refer you to 
my orders“ No. 68, herewith, for the details of this arrangement. 
Mier has been selected in preference to Carmargo, as presenting 
much the best prospect of health, while at the same time it covers 
the line to this place. : 

I have heard as yet of the arrival of none of the new volunteers, 
and but a portion of the new regulars, but 1 presume by this time, 
that nearly all the latter, and a portion, at least, of the former, 
have reached the Brassos, our last date from which point is May 
26th. "Taking the experience of last year as a basis, and it has so 
far been confirmed, the entire force to be on this line, as exhibited 
by your memorandum, and including the few companies of veteran 
troops, will not, say by the 15th of August, exceed 8,000 effec- 
tives, if indeed ii reach that number. The deduction of 15 per 
cent. from the tabular strength, is quite too small at this season of 
the year; 30 per cent. would give a far more accurate result, and 
will be exceeded in some regiments, as the Mississippi, and, prob- 
ably, North Carolina. 

In my communication of May 28th, I had occasion to present 
my views in relation to operations against San Luis Potosi; at 
least, in regard to the minimum force with which I thought they 
could be undertaken. I shall prepare the force, under my grders, 
for service in that direction, should it be found expedient and prac- 
ticable thus to operate; but I may be permitted to question the 
utility of moving, at very heavy expense, over an extremely long 
line, and having no communication with the main column opera- 
ting from Vera Cruz. IfI were called upon to make a suggestion 
on the general subject of operations against Mexico, it would cer. 
tainly be to hold in this quarter a defensive line, and throw all 
the remaining troops into the other column. 

Our last date from General Scott's column is derived from the 
Mexican journals, and is May 12th; not as late, by one day, as the 
dates from Washington. "There is absolutely no communication 
across the country, and by way of the Brassos it is exceedingly 
dilatory. 
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We learn nothing of interest from the interior on which we can 
rely. An attempt has been made, or is now making, to operate on 
the guerrilla plan in the states of Tamaulipas and New Leon; but 
it will, I think, prove abortive. 

I am, sir, &c., 
| Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. army, commanding. 
The ÅDJUTANT GENERAL 
of the army, Washington, D. C. 


No. 53. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, Army or Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, June 16, 1847. 


' Sır: I have ordered the muster of the company of mounted 
Texas volunteers, alluded to in my letter of June 8th. It is en- 
rolled for the war, and commanded by Captain H. W. Baylor. 
Major McCulloch’s company has been discharged, and we have 
now five companies of Texas horse, the exact number laid down 
in your memorandum of April 26th. 

deeply regret to report that meny of the twelve months? vol- 
unteers, in their route hence to the lower Rio Grande, have com- 
mitted extensive depredations and outrages upon the peaceful in- 
habitants. There is scarcely a form of crime that has not been re- 
ported to me as committed by them; but they have passed beyond 
my reach, and even were they here, it would be found next to im- 
possible to detect the individuals who thus disgrace their colors 
and their country. Were it possible to rouse the Mexican people 
to resistance, no more effectual plan could be devised than the very 
one pyrsued by some of our volunteer regiments now about to be 
discharged. 

The volunteers for the war, so far, give an earnest of better con- 
duct, with the exception of the companies of Texas horse. Of the 
infantry I have had little or no complaint; but the mounted men 
from Texas have scarcely made one expedition without unwarrant- 
ably killing a Mexican. I have, in consequence, ordered Major 
Chevallie’s command to Saltillo, where it can do less mischief 
than here, and where its services, moreover, are wanted. The con- 
stant recurrence of such atrocities, which I have been reluct@pt to 
‘report to the department, is my motive for requesting that no more 
troops may be sent to this column from the State of Texas. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your very obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 

Major General U. S. army, commanding. 

The ADJUTANT GENERAL 

of the army, Washington, D. C. 
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No. 54. 


Heap-QuaRTERS, ARMY OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near .Monterey, June 16, 1847. 


Sin: In reply to so much of your communication of May 5th,. 
and of the Secretary’s of May 6th, as relates to the despatch to 
me from the Department of War on the 25th of November, I have. 
respectfully to state that that despatch was never received—the 
copy enclosed in the letter of the Secretary, of May 6th, being the 
first official intimation of its existence, though it had previously 
reached my camp through the newspapers. I can offer no conjec- 
ture as to the fate of the original communication. 

I have respectfully to acknowledge your communication of May 
8th, and a copy of your circular to the colonels of volunteer regi- 
ments, dated May 10th. ' 

We have no later dates from the United States than those re- 
ceived June 2d, viz: to May 13th, from Washington. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. Army, commanding. 


The ADJUTANT GENERAL 
of the Army, Washington, D. C. 


No. 56. 


HrAD-QUARTERS, ÁRMY or OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, June. 23, 1847. 


Sin: I have respectfully to report that the battalion of the Vir- 
ginia regiment, which has been some time in garrison ir Monterey, 
was relieved yesterday by six companies of the Massachusetts 
regiment, and immediately took up the line of march for Buena 
Vista. All the troops intended for the present occupation of that 
position are now beyond Monterey, except two companies of the 
North Carolina regiment, under Lieutenant Colonel Fagg, which 
are expected here to-day, and will continue their route to the 
. front. 

At the last dates from below, nine companies of the 16th infantry 
and three of the 10th were on the Rio Grande; a portion also of 
the 3d dragoons, but none of the 13th infantry or of the new 
volunteers. 

' I can communicate nothing of interest from the interior, our 
latest advices from Major General Scott's column being, as usual, 
through New Orleans. All is tranquil in this part of the country. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z, TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 

The ADJUTANT GENERAL 975 tñe Army, 

ashington, D. C. 
24 
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No. 57. 


HEAD QUARTERS, Army oF Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, June 30, 1847. 


Sin: I have respectfully to report that nothing of importance 
has occurred within the limits of my command since my last 
despatch of June 23d. 

The 1st and 2d regiments of Illinois infantry, and eight compa- 
nies of the Arkansas cavalry, have been discharged and paid at 
Camargo. The company of Texas foot volunteers will be mustered 
out here to-morrow, and Captain Gray's company of Texas horse 
will be discharged in a week or two at Camargo; thus completing 
the muster and discharge of all the 12 months! volunteers serving 
on this line. 

Lieutenant Colonel Fagg’s command, the last detachment des- 
tined for the present occupation of Buena Vista, is now at or near 
that place. I learn that the troops in front enjoy good health. 

À site for a camp of instruction has been selected by Colonel 
Belknap near Mier, and will be occupied immediately by such de- 
tachments of the new regiments, destined for this line, as may be 
ready for the movement. It is confidently hoped that the troopsin 
that camp will escape, in a great measure, such excessive sickness 
as prevailed last year at Camargo, and which is now beginning to 
be felt there. The 16th infantry, at last reports, had lost 10 men, 
and had 147 on the sick list. mE 

I have had no reports since my last despatch of the arrival oí 
troops for this column. 

This part of the country is entirely tranquil. The people who 
had abandoned their villages and ranchos are fast returning to 
them, and seem not at all disposed to engage in any warfare, guer- 
rilla or other. The crops throughout the country are good and 
promise an abundant harvest. 

From the interior we have nothing interesting and authentic 
which will not much sooner reach Washington from the other 
column. Our last date from the city of Mexico is June 4th; from 
San Luis, June 14th. l 

I am, sir, &c., ! 
! Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 
The AprurAxr GENERAL of the Army, 
ashington, D. C. 


No. 58. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, ARMY OF Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, July 6, 1847. 


Sin: I have nothing of interest to report from this quarter, where 
everything remains tranquil. Our dates from the interior are old, 
and the intelligence not worth communicating. | 
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I have to acknowledge your communication of June "th, “ gen- 
eral orders,“ No. 22, and “special orders,“ Nos. 21 and 23. 


I am, sir, &c., 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 
The Apsutant GENERAL of the Army, 
! Washington, D. C. 


No. 59. 


HrAD-QUARTERS, Army OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, July 13, 1847. 


Sır: Understanding from the public prints, that the American 
prisoners of war, captured by the Mexicans at different times, have 
not been released, I deem it proper to transmit, for the information 
of the department, the enclosed papers, viz: 

No. 1. List of Mexican prisoners of war, captured at and after 
the battle of Buena Vista, showing the number exchanged, &c. 

No. 2. List of Mexican prisoners released on parole, April 28, 
1847, (A) wounded; (B) fit for duty. 

. No. 3. Quantity and value of subsistence issued to Mexican pris- 
oners. | | 

No. 4. List of American prisoners of war, captured at different 
times. | 

It will be seen by these documents that ample provision was 
made for the exchange of all the American prisoners known to be 
in the hands of the Mexicans, and the assurance was given by 
Captain Fanlac, the Mexican officer charged with the details of the 
arrangement, that no time would be lost in setting them at liberty. 
The few captured at the battle and shortly before, were,accordingly 
promptly released, and no doubt was entertained that the release 
of those in San Luis and in Mexico would immediately follow. 

At the date of the arrangement in question, (February 25th,) it 
could not, of course, be known that a considerable party had been 
captured by General Urrea, near Marin, on the day . but it 
was conceded by Captain Faulac, that there would be no difficulty 
in regard to the precise number or rank of those exchanged. All 
who might be prisoners were to be set at liberty; such was the 
understanding at the time, and I need deni express my surprise 
that the entire agreement has been so signally violated. 

I beg leave, also, to forward Colonel Lane's report of the ser- 
vices of his regiment, (3d Indiana,) at the battle of Buena Vista. 
It was rendered to the head-quarters as the regiment was about 
marching to the Brassos, for embarkation to New Orleans. 


I am, sir, &c., 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major Gen. U. S. A. Cem. 


The ADJUTANT GENERRAL 
Of the Army, Washington, D. C. 
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(No 3.] Statement showing the quantity and value of subsistence 
issued to Mexican prisoners of war captured at the battle of Bu- 
ena Vista, February 23, 1847, and released on their parole, April 
28, 1847. 


— — ——̃ TT ee Oe 


By whom and where issued. Articles. No. of | Value. 


Andrew R. Potts, agent subsistence 


department, Buena Vista. Pork.......| 750 | $56 % 
Fresh beef .| 100 7 50 
Rice.......| 500 4 50 
Hard bread.| 750 48 75 
Coffee......| 500 3 75 
Sugar......| 500 7 50 
Vinegar....| 200 1 00 
Candles. 300 ] 62 
Soap. 300 1 20 
St 75 1 20 
133 27 


Captain J. L. Donaldson, Saltillo. ..] Complete ra- 


tions 41,168 | 233 60 
Expense sun- 
dry times . “..... 15 00 


INSPECTOR GENERAL’s DEPARTMENT, 
Buena Vista, Mexico, April 28, 1847. 


S. CHURCHILL, 
Inspector General. 
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[No. 4.]—List of the officers, n^n-commissioned officers, and pri- 


vates of the army of the United States who have been captured 


by the Mexican forces, viz: 


CAPTURED BY GENERAL MINON, NEAR HEDIENDA——ORDERED TO BE 
RELEASED. 


Name. Rank. Regiment. 


J. S. Sturgis ee 00 00909909? «0099 9 «40900 ene @ 


Lieutenant .| 2d dragoons. 
One private—name not known ........ do 


Private..... 


CAPTURED ON THE 23D INSTANT, AND RELEASED ON THE 24TH. 


Elias Leringood .................. 


.. Private. . . 3d artillery. 
John Le wellen Keen 


T do.. . Ark. rifles. 


Elisha Hain............... dek vtr y 40 do 
John D. Petit. degen eege te ys do......| 2d Ill. vols? 
Joseph Evans u; yy 2 mtd dcos | da do 
James C. Thor : do do 


CAPTURED ON THE 27TH OF JANUARY, 1847, NEAR’ RANCHE PRADO, 
BETWEEN PALMAS AND POTOSI. | 
è 


EE 
W. J. Heady.........................| Captain ....| Ken. rifles. 
T. Churchill. . eene Lieutenant.. do 
J. W. Owingg gs Sergeant do 
J. White @ „ °° @ ee @@ «009 % 9200€ do do 


James Springer Corporal do 
George Share nnn do do 
James Kemmer do do 
A. Alexander Private do 
G. Burnett do do 


J. F. Bal! 6 00000 0. 00900). do do 
W. J. Clark; yz. - EP ERE ó... s... do 


W. Deonormundi........... ——M do do 
R. Thoms VET do 3 : do 
D. W. Lerau...... coocoo „%% „ „%% ...... do l do 
J.G. Stab man do do 
J. Vidits CR 2 6 0 %% % %% %%% do do 
J. Marshall ............. —— c do do 
W. Thomas. ³ĩð A Se DRE do do 


— White 6 6 % %% oo... Interpreter . do 
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CAPTURED AT ENCARNACION ON OR ABOUT THE 22D JANUARY, 1847. 


Name. 


Solon Borland. : Major 
Captain .... 


.. Sergeant... 


Christopher C. Dumley....... 
Simeon Cason..................... 
Charles G. Lyon..................... 
Oliver P. Bilkey ...... 
Emasey Brown...................... 
William Russell 
Ezekiel P. Martin 
Charles S. Morney..... .... ... 
Paul Williams. va A ERA VES RES 
Pulaski Whitten 
James Richmond............. 
Robert Adams. .......... 
James Crooks .... 
William Edwards. 


+ 
@@ 9999 09909 290909 
** 90990999 
E 
ee 0 o 0. 0 0 
eó o 0.09. 


Private..... 


Farrier..... 
Private..... 


Rank. 


do 
4808 ¿s 
40 


4 


Regiment. 


Ark. rifles. 


ohn Magnes.................... esoe dó EE do 
Moses Nelsoe n a do 
George Ramsay...................... do...... do 
Washington Tuggle................... 40 do 
F do do 

William P. Reeves eo „% %% % 00000090909 do do 
William R. Spuglł e eee do do 
do do 


Thomas Webddd eee eroe eo oen 
Russell Williams ..................... 
Joel W. Curtis «00990009090 (oc... —À 
Richard Steel 
Richard Higgins. 
Thomas Smart 
William Montgomery ....... 


@eeeeeoee 6 


@eeeoee e 9. 


do 
do 
LE EE 
(Oo ¿ss 


Joseph Jester . do do 
Stephen Jester 00 do 
Anderson Stinsoe n do do 
Andrew Marshall. q tte Es do 
John Fler,, do...... do 
William Holman..... *€*9999* 9 909060 909 - ee 0 dO. ss. do 


John P. Gaines. Major 
eg 0 0 0 „ (6 Captain a „ 0 
ee coosoc Lieutenant. 
John Swigert...... ...... cene . Corporal... 
James Henry........................| Musician... 
Private ..... 


C. M. Clay 
George R. Davidson... 


J. G. Bàtes . 
James Calvert..... EE 


n 
(EE @ 00 00 9006020*990*7000 000999 


dO. ¿yel 
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Name. Rank. Regiment. 


Robert Cochrans . q Private Ken. rifles. 
Dougherty . rr EAR sees 40 do 


A. H. Holemán:i.. i4... 59e es do. s... do 
John À. Scott 6 ooo... do do 
A. Wilkerson. ec*0000902090009009009009 ds do 


H. S. Wood.. JV 
William Whitehead WEEN 
Alfred Argabright................... 
David Barry o 
À. C. Bryan . (E E E E e008 6 „% % % 80086 ©0886 Se 
Benjamin Chapman 
John T et EEN 
David E. Jones...................... | 
G E. Moon... cessisse do do 
William Ratcliff..................... do...... do 
John Richardson. do do 
Jacob Walker....................... doe do 
// ð K yaa squa CIUS 5 do 
B. S. Done lll Private do 


40 do 


e. = e. 
| ° ° o 
3 2 2 
° 
GE, e. 
ooo 


William Fun; „ „ „ 66 „06 „60 do. ..... do 
John Scott...... ecco o 000 cect ooo. cece d do 
James Kennedꝶ . q ù do do 
N. Wal...... 66 %% „% %% %% „% „%%% %% „6 „6 6 40 s. do 
Je W. Johnnsen do do 
John Wagner . do do 
Benjamin R. Myers. 6 ˖ ˖＋Z＋(Ükd m do do 
Isaac Roger . do do 
William Kelly. (EE E 0 0 0 @ «09099 $0090 90900999 do...... do 


Harrison Igo,........................ do...... 


Offidial. = IRVIN McDOWELL, 
Aid-de-cump. 


Bv ena Viera, February 25, 1847. 
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No. 60. 


HEA D- ARTERS, ARMY oF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, July 13, 1847. 


Sır: Since the date of my despatch of June 6th, little has oc- 
curred worthy of report in this quarter. A camp of instruction 
has been established near Mier, and every means will be adopted 
to secure the health of the troops, and promote their efficiency. 

A few depredations are committed on the road by robbers; with 
this exception the country is tranquil. 

We have received dates from the city of Mexico as late as June 
26th, at which time it appears certain that a communication had 
been opened between the Mexican government and General Scott’s 
head- quarters, then at Puebla. 

I have to acknowledge your communication of June 9th; copy of 
your letter to Brigadier General Brooke, of June Ist; “general 
orders? Nos. 23 and 24, and “(special orders,“ Nos. 22, 24, 25, 
and 26; also the communications of the Secretary of War, of 
June 14th and 15th. 
I am, sir, &c., 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major Gen. U. S. A. Com. 


The Apsutant GENERAL | 
Of the Army, Washington, D. C. 


FF a 


No. 62. 


HgAD-QUARTERS, ARMY OF OCCUPATION; 
. Camp near .Monterey, July 27, 1817. 


Sin: On the 21st instant I received a report from Colonel Hays, 
commanding the regiment of Texas horse, dated at San Antonio, 
the 13th instant, and covering a copy of the instructions of the 
War Department to him, dated June 2d, by which I am for the first 
time advised that he is under orders to join me with the whole or 
a part of hiscommand. I have accordingly given him orders, after 
leaving such force as the governor of Texas, may deem necessary 
for the protection of the frontier, to proceed with the remainder of 
his command (say five companies) to Mier and at that point, where 
it may easily be subsisted and foraged, await further orders. 

We remain singularly destitute of intelligence from the interior, 
our last authentic date from the city of Mexico being still June 
26th. By way of Vera Cruz our intelligence is even less recent. 

Great sickness and mortality have prevailed among the volunteer 
troops in front of Saltillo, not owing, probably, to any local cause, 
but rather to the enfeebled and diseased condition of those troops 
before taking up that position. The sickness at Mier, I am happy 
to report, is on the decrease. 

I have to acknowledge your communication of July 2d, and copy 
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of one of that date to Colonel Davenport, and “special orders,” 
No. 30. 
I am, sir, &c., 
| Z. TAYLOR, 
Major Gen. U. S. A., Com. 
The ApsoTANT GENERAL 
Of the Army, Washington, D. C. 


No. 63. 


HgAD-QUARTEBS, ARMY OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, August 3, 1847. 


Sır: I have respectfully to report that when Major McCulloch, 
quartermaster in the volunteer service, was despatched in March 
to Texas, for the purpose of purchasing horses, he was at the same 
time authorized by me to procure additional men for the company 
which he had raised and brought to the army in January. Not being 
aware of the discharge of that company until the instructions of 
the department, he has brought to my head-quarters some forty 
men, under the expectation of joining the company. As they came 
from their homes in good faith, to serve for a limited time, and have 
actually rendered service in conducting a large number of horses, 
and afterwards in escorting a train from Carfargo, have deemed 
it no more than just to ine them pay and travelling allowances 
for the time they have actually served, and gave instructions ac- 
cordingly to Colonel Croghan to muster them into and out of ser- 
vice on the 31st of July. 

We have pretty authentic intelligence from the city of Mexico 
to the 17th ultimo, to the effect that congress had conferred upon 
Sarfta Anna the power of negotiating a peace, and that an armistice 
had been proposed. General Scott was said to be still at Puebla. 

I am advised by General Hopping that he has forwarded, direct 
to your office, the resignations of Captain Wofford and Lieutenant 
Prince, 13th infantry. To avoid delay, I beg leave to communi- 
cate my approval of said resignations. I enclose herewith the 
charges under which Lieutenant Prince resigned. 

I have to acknowledge copies of your letters of July 6th, to 
Brigadier General Lane, and the commanding officer of Fort McHen- 
ry, and“ special orders,“ No. 31. 

I am, sir, &c. | 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U, S. Army, commanding. 


The Apsutant GENERAL of the Army, 
Washington, D. C. 
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No. 64. 


HEA D- ARTERS, ARMY OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, August 10, 1S47. 


SIR: Intelligence is just received, 0 Mexican sources, that 
the propositions of peace, presented by Mr. Trist, had been re- 
jected by the Mexican congress, which body had adjourned; that 
General Scott was expected to march on the capital, and that he 
would probably be opposed before reaching it, by the forces under 
Santa Anna, &c. The date from the city of Mexico is July 24th; 
if this intelligence be true, we may therefore expect soon to gain 
definite information of a battle. 

The guerrillas are becoming a little bolder on this line, but con- 
fine their attacks chiefly to small parties. The main trains have 
not yet been a olested. Captain Baylor of the Texas rangers, has 
lately had a sharp skirmish with the guerrillas, near the rancho of 
Sablas, on the middle route hence to Camargo. I will forward his 
report as soon as received. ; 

here continues to be much sickness among the new troops, both 
at Mier and Buena Vista, acompanied by an unusual share of mor- 
tality. Nearly 25 per cent. of the force present is disabled at this 
moment by disease. 

I have to acknowledge copies of your communications of July 
14th and 16th, to Lieutenant Colonel Hughes and Brigadier Ge- 
neral Brooke, and ‘‘gpecial orders,“ No. 32 and 33. 


I am, sir, &c. 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. Army, commanding. 
The ApyurANT GENERAL of the army, 
Washington, D. C. 


No. 65. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, Ann oF ÜccuPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, August 16, 1847. 


Sır: My “orders, No. 96, forwarded by this mail, will advise 
you of the measures taken to detach a portion of the force on this 
line to Vera Cruz, agreeably to the instructions of the Secretary of 
War, dated July 15th and 17tb. I also transmit a return, exhibit- 
ing, as nearly as practicable, the amount and description of force 
which I have thought it expedient so to detach, and the number of 
troops that will be left on this line. The command of Colonel 
Hays is not included, as I am not ad'vised of its strength, nor do I 
know its present position, or when it may be expected to reach the 
Brassos. It should, however, by this time be on or near the Rio 
Grande, and will probably number 400 men. The wants of the ser: 
vice in this quarter will not permit me to detach any additional ca- 
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valry force; a strong one being required to keep the roads and 
country free from robbers and guerrillas. e 

Brigadier Generals Lane and Cushing have been assigned to duty 
with the troops destined for the other line, the regiments and bat- 
talions of their brigades being indicated for that service. Fora 
similar reason, General Hopping has been retained, two regiments 
of his brigade (10th and 16th) remaining on this line. 

I trust the above dispositions will meet the approval of the de- 
partment. 

I have nothing of interest to communicate from the interior. Our 
last authentic date from Puebla is July 11th, and from Mexico, 
though not equally authentic, July 17th. | 

I have to acknowledge your communications of July 16th and 
17th, copies of your letter to Colonel Crane of July 16th, and As- 
sistant Surgeon Kennedy of July 17th, Lieutenant Kingsbury’s ap- 
plication for leave, referred to me July 17th, copy of my unofficial 
note to Major General Scott of December 26th, “general orders,“ 
No. 25, and “ special orders” No. 34. 

I am, sir, &c. 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. Army, commanding. 
Tue Apsutant GENERAL of the Army, 
Washington, D. C. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, .May 10, 1847. 


Sır: I am directed by the President to modify the instructions to 
you of the 13th of April last, directing the collection of contribu- 
tions, in the form of duties, on ships'and merchandise admitted 
into the ports of the enemy’s country, of which we have military 
possession, so far as to exempt from tonnage duties all vessels char- 
tered by the United States to convey supplies of any and all de- 
scriptions to our army and navy, ind actually laden with such sup-: 
plies; but if any vessel has on board other articles of merchan- 
dise than government supplies, it will not be entitled to such ex- 
emption, but must, like any other vessel, pay tonnage duties accor- 
ding to former instructions. 

À copy of this letter has been sent to the officer commanding at 
Matamoras, with directions to adopt the above modification with- 
out waiting for any specific instruction from you. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

| . L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Major General Z. Tavroz, 
Commanding army, &c., Monterey, Mexico. 
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War Department, May 11, 1847. 


Sır: Permit Ñe again to call your attention to the subject of a 
likeness of yourself, for the purpose of preparing the die for a 
medal voted to you by Congress. 

Several artists have, as it is understood, gone to the army under 
your command, and allow me to hope you will avail yourself, 
as you intimated you would in your letter of the 8th of December, 
of the opportunity afforded by their presence with you, to com- 
ply with the request heretofore made on that subject. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
| Secretary of War. 
Major General Z. Tavroz, 
U. S. A., commanding, &c., Monterey, Mexico. 


WASHINGTON City, May 12, 1847. 


Sır: I communicate to you, herewith, an authenticated copy of 
* Resolutions giving the thanks of Congress to yourself, and the 
officers and men under your command, in the late military opera- 
tions at Monterey? approved March 2d, 1847. 

Proper steps have been taken to cause to be prepared the “gold 
medal" to be presented to yourself, and the ‘swords? to be pre- 
sented to Major General Butler, Major General Henderson, 
to Brigadier General Twiggs, Brigadier General Worth, Brigadier 
General Quitman, and to the nearest male relative of the late Brig- 
' adier General Hamer. As soon as they shall be completed, it 
will afford me sincere pleasure to present to you, in a suitable and 
Li yes manner, the ‘‘gold medal? voted to you by Congress. 

am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
| JAMES K. POLK. 
Major General Zacuanv Tay tor, 
U. S. army in Mexico. 


Wan Department, May 14, 1847. 


Sin: It affords me pleasure to be the medium of communicating 
to you, and, through you, to the army under your command, the 
accompanying preambles and resolutions, adopted by the common 
council of the city of New York, unanimously expressing their ap- 
preciation of the skill and valor of the officers and men, as thereia 
named in said resolutions. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Major General Z. Taytor, 
U. S. A., commanding, &c., Monterey, Mexico. 
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War DEPARTMENT, May 17, 1847. 


Sır: I am directed by the President to call your attention to the 
seventeenth section of the act of Congress, entitled “An act to 
make provision for an additional number of general officers and for 
other purposes,” passed on the 3d of March last, and to request you 
to take proper measures to enable him to bestow upon meritorious 
non-commissioned officers and privates in the army, who have dis- 
tinguished themselves, the benefits of its provisions. 45 

He is very desirous that all those who have earned the reward it 
confers, by their gallant conduct, should receive it without delay. 
It is conceived that the provisions of the seventeenth section are 
general; that is, they extend to non-commissioned officers: and pri- 
vates in the volunteer ranks, as well as those in the regiments con- 
stituting the regular establishment. 

To entitle a non-commissioned officer, who has distinguished 
himself, to a brevet, he must be recommended by the commanding ` 
officer of the regiment to which he belongs. It will, therefore, be 
proper that you should apprise the commanding officers of the 
several regiments in the army under your command of this provi- 
sion of the law, and the expectation of the President that they 
should furnish recommendations of those non-commissioned officers 
who have earned for themselves the advancement which Congress 
has provided. 

The means by which the President is to acquire the information 
to satisfy him that privates have so conducted themselves as to be 
entitled to certificates, is not indicated in the act of Congress. 
You are, therefore, directed by the President, through thereport of 
their immediate commanding officers, or in such other manner as 
you mdy think proper, to cause to be presented to the President 
a list of those privates in the army under your command, who are 
deemed to be entitled to the benefits of the seventeenth section of 
the act above referred to. 

Mere general good deportment, and a faithful discharge of ordi- 
nary duties, will not alone, in the opinion of the department, en- 
title either a non-commissioned officer or a private to the benefit of 
the law, for so much is expected of all in the service. Such con- 
duct does not constitute a distinction. It is desired, so far as it 
can be practicably done, that the recommendation or report in each 
case should specify the conduct or acts of the soldier which are 
considered as entitling him to the reward of distinction. 

I herewith send you a sufficient number of copies of the section 
of the act of Congress to which I have called your attention, to 
enable you to furnish one to each commandant of a regiment, and 
other ics from whom information can be derived, which will 
be serviceable to the President in the discharge of the pleasing 
duty of dispensing rewards to the well deserving. 

I have the honor to be, very EE obedient servant, 

. L. MARCY 


Secretary of War: 
Major General Zacuary Tavron, 


U. S. Army, commanding, &c., Mexico. 
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War DEPARTMENT, 
| Washington, June 14, 1847. 


Sin: In my letter of the 17th ultimo, I sent to you several printed 
copies of the 17th section of“ An act to make provision for an 
additional number of general officers and for other purposes,’’ and 
requested that measures might be taken to secure the benefits of 
that section to the non-commissioned officers and privates entitled 
to them. When that letter was written, I was under the impres- 
sion that the means by which the President is to acquire the infor- 
mation to satisfy him that privates have so conducted themselves 
as to be entitled to certificates, were not indicated in the act of 
Congress. Upon a more careful examination of that act, it is be- 
lieved that this is not correct. By virtue of the terms, „in like 
manner,“ used in reference to granting these certificates, it is to be 
determined that they are to be issued by the President, on the 
“recommendation of the commanding officer of the regiment,” to 
which the privates belonged; and it is very questionable whether 
he can issue them without such recommendation. It is, therefore, 
proper that those who may consider themselves entitled to the dis- 
tinction of a certificate, and the allowance of extra pay, should be 
informed of the construction given to the act, that the recommen- 
dation of the commanding officer of the regiment is deemed 
necessary. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 


Major General Z. TAxLOR, &c., &c- 


Wan DEPARTMENT, 
= Washington, June 26, 1847. 


Sig: It is understood here that several companies of mounted 
men from Texas, which have entered the service for the pemod of 
six months, and are unwilling to engage for the war, or even for 
twelve months, have reported to you. They have organized, it is 
said, under what they considered a call from Colonel Curtis, while 
commanding officer at Camargo, when the communication between 
that place and your head-quarters was temporarily interrupted, and 
when some fears were entertained for the security of the line on 
the Rio Grande. 

I can well conceive that these troops, if they have reported to 
you for duty, will cause you some embarrassment as to the dispo- 
sition to be made of them. "Without having your views on the 
subject, or knowing precisely the circumstances of the case, I am 
at a loss to determine what ought to be done with them. You are, 
I presume, already advised of the description and amount of force 
destined for your column. "These companies have not been taken 
into calculation. It is expected that a considerable part of the 
regiment of mounted men raised in Texas, under the command of 
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Colonel Hays, will be with you. Some of the companies of this 
regiment are engaged for the war, and some for twelve months. 
Should you be in want of more of this description of troops, the 
companies who have turned out for six months might be retained 
for that period by the ratification of Colonel Curtis's call, under 
«which it is understood they have turned out. That call was made 
under apprehension that the Rio Grande frontier was exposed to 
invasion, and the act of the 13th of May, 1846, section second, 
declares “that the militia, when called into the service of the Uni- 
ted States by virtue of this act, or any other act, may, if in the 
opinion of the President of the United- States the public interest 
requires it, be compelled to serve a term not exceeding six months 
after their arrival at the place of rendezvous in any one year, un- 
less sooner discharged.? They have come out as militia, as dis- 
tinguished from volunteers, and, should the President affirm the act 
of Colonel Curtis, they may be retained in service six months. 

If these companies have been raised under Colonel Curtis’s call, 
have reported to you for service, and are still with [ou and you 
deem it important to the public interest that they should be re- 
ceived, you are hereby authorized by the President to retain them, 
as militia, for six months. 

Should they, or a considerable portion of them, be willing to be- 
come volunteers, if it is only for the twelve months, itis decidedly 

referable that they should be engaged as such, instead as militia. 
his matter, under the foregoing views, is left to your determina- 
tion. | 
There is some reason to apprehend that a number of Carlist 
officers have left, or may soon leave France, with a view to join 
the Mexican army. Steps have been already taken to prevent their 
entrance into Mexico. While on their way to that country we 
. Should not have a right to detain them as prisoners of war, m it 
is very clear that we may prevent them, if able to do so, from 
joining our enemy. I, herewith, send you an extract from a 
despatch to the Secretary of State, from our minister at Paris, giv- 
ing the names of seventy or eighty of thém, and also a copy of a 
letter to the commanding officer at Matamoras on the subject. 
Should you have occasion to act in this matter, you will do what 
you can to intercept their passage into Mexico. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. MARCY, 


| Ñecretary of War. 
Major General Z. TAYLOR, 


U. S. .4., commanding, at Monterey. 


Wan Department, July 15, 1847. 


Sır: Soon after the successful operations of Major General Scott, 
and the forces under his immediate command, had secured another 
and a preferable base for penetrating the interior of Mexico, his 
views were sought in relation to the plans of future movements, in 
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regard not only to his column, but also to that under your com- 
mand. In my letter to you of the 6th of May, you were informed 
of the amount of force which had been assigned to your command, 
and your opinion was desired as to the employment of that force, 
under any probable contingency, in the way most effective for the 
successful prosecution of the war. It was believed here that the 
most important points in the enemy’s country could be reached 
with much more facility from the Vera Cruz base, and that both 
General Scott and yourself would advise that the principal, if not 
the only, expeditions into the interior of the enemy!s country 
should proceed from it. The letter to General Scott was expedited 
by a special messenger, but, unfortunately, he was cut off on the 
way from Vera Cruz to the general's head-quarters. "Though other 
means were also employed to transmit that despatch, it is uncertain 
whether it has ever reached him, or, if it has, when his reply to 
it will be received. 

In your letters to this department of the 28th of May and 16th 
of June, you have pone. your views in relation to operations 
on the line now held by you. In the latter, you say: “If I were 
called upon to make a suggestion on the general subject of opera- 
tions against Mexico, it would certainly be to hold in this quarter 
a defensive line, and throw all the remaining troops into the other 
column.? 

In view of the difficulties heretofore suggested by you—in get- 
ting the armament and the proper description of force for an early 
forward movement by your column, in procuring adequate sup- 
plies and ample means of transportation for so long a line, and in 
maintaining and securing the numerous posts which must, in that 
case, be left in your rear—the President approves of, and concurs 
in, your suggestion, and has determined to carry it out. 

His direction, therefore, is, that you shall hold such a line as 
you have suggested; and that, retaining only such a force as you 
may judge to be necessary to sustain it in security, you should 
send the.remainder of that with you, and that destined for your 
line, with the least possible delay to General Scott. The neces- 
sary orders will be issued from this place to have the means of 
transportation ready at the Brassos. 

You are requested to inform this department of the amount of 
force you will retain to maintain such a line, and the number and 
description of troops that you may order from it for General Scott's 
column. Some of those, which, according to former statements, 
have been assigned to you, not yet being in route, will have their 
destination changed, and be sent directly to Vera Cruz. 

The Adjutant General will probably send, by the same convey- 
ance that transmits this communication, a further statement rela- 
tive to the force destined for your command. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. MARCY, 
l Secretary of War. 

Major General Z. Tavron, commanding, &c. 
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War DEPARTMENT, July 17, 1847. 


Sin: I transmit herewith a copy of instructions to Colonel Hays, 
commanding a regiment of mounted volunteers in Texas, requiring 
him to proceed to Vera Cruz with such of his command as can be 
spared, for the purpose of dispersing the guerrillas which infest the 
line between that place and the interior of Mexico, and I have to 
request that you will cause the same destination to be given to such 
of the Texas companies of horse now serving under your orders as 
can be safely spared from your cı lumn. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 


Major General Z. TAYLOR, 
Commanding U. S. Army at Monterey, Mexico. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, Army or OccupaTion, 
Camp near Monterey, August 16, 1847. 


Sig: I have the honor to acknowledge your communications of 
the 15th and 17th of July, the former directing the detachment of 
the surplus force on this line to Vera Cruz, and received by mail 
on the 7th instant; the latter relative to the detachment of Colonel 
Hays and his command to Vera Cruz, and received by special ex- 
press on the 13th. My report of this date to the adjutant general 
and my '*orders,? No. 96, forwarded to his office, will advise the 
department of the measure I have taken to carry out its instruc- 
tions, the amount of force detached, and the force left to maintain 
this line. 

We are absolutely without intelligence from the interior, our last 
dates from Mexico, on which any STEE can be placed, being fully 
a month old. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 

Z. TAYLOR, 
| Major General U. S. A., commanding. 
Hon. W. L. Marcy, š | 
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C. 


No. 66. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, Army or OCCUPATION, 
, Camp near Monterey, August 24, 1847. 


Sin: I have respectfully to report that rumored movements of 
the enemy between San Luis and Saltillo, and the consequent 
representations of Brigadier General Wool, commanding in front, 
have induced me so far to modify the order detaching a portion of 
my force to the lower column as to retain the light battery com- 
manded by Captain Deas, 4th artillery. Considering the extent of 

29 
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this line, three batteries will not, perhaps, be regarded asan exces- 
sive force of light artillery. 

The movement of the regiments detached from this line has, I 
hope, commenced. The Massachusetts regiment now in garrison at 
Monterey and Cerralvo only awaits its relief, which must now be in 
route from Mier. General Lane is on the river, superintending the 
movement of the Ohio and Indiana regiments. General Cushing is 
here on his way below, to embark with the 13th and Massachusetts 
regiments. 

A mixed command of dragoons and Texas: cavalry is now 
scouring the region infested with guerrillas and robbers between 
this and Camargo. I hope good results will follow this expedition. 

We have no intelligence from the interior, except by way oí 
Vera Cruz. From what I can learn, the disposition of the people 
in Chihuahua and other northern States is more hostile than ever. 
An attempt has been made by the governor of Coahuila to convene 
the legislature at Monclova for purposes not friendly to us, but a 
quorum could not be assembled. 

I have to acknowledge your communications of July 23 and 26, 
and copies of those to General Arbuckle, of July "7 and 26, and to 
Colonel Wilson, of July 27. "The inquiry contained in your letter 
of July 23 will be answered as soon as I can obtain a report from 
General Wool. 

I am, sir, &c. 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 


The ADJUTANT GENERAL of the army, 
Washington, D. C. 


No. 69. 


Heap- quarters, Army oF Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, August 31, 1817. 


Sır: I respectfully enclose: the reports of Lieutenant Colonel 
Fauntleroy, 2d dragoons, Major Washington, Brevet Major Bragg 
and Captain Sherman, 3d artillery, and Captains Rucker and Carle- 
ton, lst dragoons, made in conformity with instructions, in order 
to carry out the provisions of section 17, act of March 3, 1847, 
with my general approvel pf them. 

It has been found impracticable to obtain the action of the colo- 
nels of the several regiments, not one of them being under my 
orders, and that of the 1st dragoons being in California. 

Our last intelligence from the city of Mexico is to the 14th in- 
stant, at which time the Americans were said to be quite near the 
capital, and a feeble defence was anticipated. We are looking 
hourly for further intelligence. 

Six companies of the 16th infantry arrived here yesterday, and 
will relieve the Massachusetts regunent in Monterey to-morrow, 
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when the latter will march for the Brassos. On its way hither the 
16th was attacked near Papayallos by a guerilla force, but repulsed 
it without sustaining any loss; that of the enemy unknown. With 
this exception, all has been quiet in this quarter. 

I am happy to report that the health of the troops near Saltillo 
is much improved. 

Our last date from Washington is July 27; from New Orleans, 
August 9. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General, U. S. A., commanding. 
The Apsutant GENERAL 
Of the army, Washington, D. C. 


No. 70. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, ARMY OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, September 7, 1847. 


Sır: I have no intelligence to communicate from this line since 
the date of my last report, except the lamented death of Brigadier 
General Hopping, on the Ist instant, at Mier. You will receive by 
this mail the order announcing to the troops this melancholy dis- 
pensation. - | 

From Saltillo we receive to-day the information that, about the 
99d ultimo, General Scott entirely defeated a division of the Mexi- 
can army, under the orders of General Valencia; General Salas 
being killed, and almost the whole division destroyed or captured. 
This action is said to have taken place at St. Angel. This intelli- 
gence is from a respectable source, and believed in Saltillo. 

It is now twenty days since we have received any advices from 
the city of Washington, the last date being still July 26. 

I am, sir, &c., 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General, U. S. A., commanding. 


The Apsurant GENERAL 
° ^ — Of the army, Washington, D. C. 


No. 71. 


` HeAD-QUARTERS, Army or Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, September 14, 1847. 


SIR: I respectfully enclose, herewith, Colonel Belknap’s report 
of an affair with a party of guerillas near Mier, in which a small 
detachment off the 3d dragoons, with a few citizens, defeated the 
enemy with considerable loss. . 

Brigadier General Marshall had reached this place, and was un- 


3288 Ex. Doc. No. 56. 


der orders for Buena Vista, when I received your instructions of 
August 11. Although Brigadier Generals Lane and Cushing had 
already been detached to the other line, I thought it best not to 
retain General Marshall, and have accordingly ordered him to re- 
port to Major General Scott. 

I have desired for some time to relieve Captain Britton, at Ca- 
margo, but have had no competent officer to take his place. Under 
your instructions of August 5, Major Roman, now at Buena Vista, 
has been selected for that purpose, and Captain Britton will, as 
soon as practicable, join his company. 

Your communication of August 12, requesting the transmittal of 
the muster roll of Captain Meares’s company of mounted volun- 
teers, has been referred to Brigadier General Wool, with instruc- 
tions to forward a copy of the roll, which is supposed to be on file 
at his head-quarters. | 

We have dates from the city of Mexico, through the government 
papers, of August 22 and 25, the latter containing a copy of the 
convention for an armistice, consequent upon the defeat of General 
Valencia near St. Angel. We look daily for further intelligence. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c., 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General, U. S. A., commanding. 
The ADJUTANT GENERAL 
Of the army, Washington, D. C. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, UPPER Rio GRANDE, 
Mier, Mexico, September 9, 1847. 


Sin: I have to report that yesterd.y morning, between one and 
two o’clock, a party of robbers, numbering near forty, rode ra- 
pidly into the plaza at this town, and, halting before the company 
quarters, fired upon the guard, killing one man. The company 
quickly turned out, and returned the fire, when the robbers retreated 
towards the camping ground of the trains, where were encamped 
five wagons, containing merchandize valued at $75,000, and under- 
stood to belong to the French consul at Matamoras. 

This dash into town is thought to havebeen made, simply to dis- 
tract attention from another party, of about thirty men, which 
was at the same time engaged in seizing these wagons and goods. 
Another party, yet, was towards the late camp of instruction.» As 
soon as the teams could be made ready, these parties united and 
retired, with the property, in the direction of Aldamos. 

With as little delay as possible, I sent in pursuit of them thirty 
privates of Captain Butler's company, 3d dragoons, under Lieu- 
tenant E. C. Davidson, same regiment, with Lieutenant McGarry, 
and twelve or fourteen citizens, who cheerfully volunteered 
for that duty. This party came up with the robbers in camp, about 
sixteen miles from Mier, and, after a brief but spirited engage- 
ment, dispersed them, killing (as correctly as can be ascertained) 
about twelve, and wounding others. 
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Besides the merchandize re-taken, were captured a number of 
horses and mules, one keg of powder (American manufacture) and 
several fire-arms, two lances and thirty Mexican blankets. One 
horse wounded was the entire injury received by our party. 

The teamsters of the captured wagons, who were forced by the 
robbers to accompany them and drive the teams, are Mexicans, and 
state that, besides those employed in the capture of the merchan- 
dize, there were many other parties in the vicinity, in one of which 
they recognized Canales, (both himself and horse,) from which it 
is inferred tbat he organized the attack, though perhaps not engaged 
in its immediate execution. "These teamsters also report the num- 
ber of robbers they saw to have been at least one hundred, which 
corresponds with the impression of the officers and others who pur» 
sued them. ` | | 

I state, with satisraction, that the command of dragoons behaved 
with judgment and gallantry, as did those, also, who volunteered 
to accompany them, and who contributed much to the success of 
the expedition. Among the citizens were Captain Jack Everett, 
Captain Bell, Mr. Jack Hays, &c., &c. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

I W. E. BELKNAP, 
Colonel commanding. 
Major W. W. S. Briss, 
A. A. G., camp near Monterey. 


"No. 73. 


Heap-quarters, Army or Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, September 21, 1847. 


Sır: I have little to communicate from this quarter. Our dates 
from the city of Mexico are to the 31st of August, and would, of 
course, be anticipated by direct intelligence from General Scott’s 
head-quarters. 

Brigadier General Lane’s command (Ohio and Indiana volun- 
teers) was to embark from the Brassos on the 12th instant, in trans- 

orts provided by the quartermaster at that point. Brigadier 
General Cushing’s command was awaiting. transportation, none 
having arrived under the orders referred to in the communication 
of the Secretary of War, of July 15th. 

All is tranquil on this line. No mail has been received from the 
United States since.my last report. 

I am, sir, &c., 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 
The Apsurant GENERAL 
Of the Army, Washington, D. C. 
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HEAD-QUARTERS, ÀÁRMY oF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, September 28, 1847. 


Sim: I regret to report the decease of Captain Henry Erskine, 
assistant commissary of subsistence in the volunteer service, which 
took place in Monterey, on the 26th instant. | 

I have just received intelligence, by way of Saltillo, of the de- 
feat of the Mexicans, on the 12th instant, and the consequent oc- 
cupation of the capital by General Scott's forces. The information 
seems to be authentic. 

I have to acknowledge your communication of August 30th; 
copies of your letter to Colonel Croghan, of August 24th; to Col- 
onel Wilson, of August 12th and 19th; to Colonel Crane, of August 
12th; to Lieutenant Colonel Erving, of August 17th; to Lieutenant 
Patterson, 1st artillery, of August 13th; “general orders,? No. 29, 
and “‘special orders,“ Nos. 36 to 43 inclusive. i 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"S Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 


The ÅDJUTANT GENERAL 
' Of the army, Washington, D. C. 


No. 75. 
HEAD-QUARTERS, Army or OccuPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, October 4, 1847. 


Sır: Having received authentic, though not official, intelligence 
that the city of Mexico is now in possession of our forces, I con- 
sider that the time has come when I may with propriety ask for a 
respite from duty. Indeed, the operations on this line have for 
many months been of minor importance; but I have been unwilling 
to ask for leave while there existed any possibility that my services 
might be required by the department on more active duty. It 
seems now probable that the war, if prolonged, will assume a guer- 
rilla character, and it is quite certain that the troops on this line, 
at least for some time to come, will act on the defensive. 

I have, therefore, respectfully to ask leave of absence for six 
months, with permission to visit the United States, if the depart- 
ment can dispense with my services for that period. Independent 
of my desire to visit my family, from which I have now been sepa- 
rated nearly two years and a half, my private affairs urgently de- 
mand my attention, and the state of my health requires some relax- 
ation from the exposure, fatigue, and anxieties of field service. 

I make this application with less reluctance, as Brigadier Gen- 
eral Wool is present to relieve me; an officer of talents and great 
experience, and every way qualified to discharge the duties which 


will devolve upon him. / 
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As it is very desirable that I should be in New Orleans by the 
first of December, I propose, if nothing prevent, to transfer my 
head-quarters to Matamoras early in next month, there to await the 
action of the department on this application, which I beg may be 
communicated at your earliest convenience. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 
The Apsutant GENERAL of the Army, 
Washington, D. C. 


No. 76. 


Heap-quarTers, Army OF OcCUPATION, 
Camp near .Monterey, October 12, 1847. 


Sin: I beg leave respectfully to invite your attention to the con- 
dition of the artillery companies serving near the mouth of the Rio 
Grande, and to the necessity of supplying additional officers for the 
service of those companies. 

1. Company A, Ist artillery, at Brassos and mouth of Rio Grande. 
Not an officer of this company, or even of the regiment, is on duty 
with it, Lieutenant Weld, 2d artillery, being the only company 
officer present. Major Porter, who commands at the double sta- 
tion, is summoned to attend a trial before the civil authorities of 
Texas, and is moreover in a bad state of health. Tae good of the 
service requires an experienced officer in command of this company, 
particulary as it has lately received a large accession of recruits. 

2. Company I, 4th artillery, at Point Isabel. Brevet Major 
Scott is the only ‘officer with this company. His health has been 
infirm, but is nów improving. He needs a subaltern to assist him. 

3. Company E, 2d artillery, at Fort Brown. Captain Merchant 
and Lieutenant Totten are with this company. The former has 
submitted a surgeon’s certificate, but I have been obliged to deny 
him leave. This company, and the foregoing, have both received 
many recruits. 

We have no intelligence from the interior, nor have we yet re- 
ceived, except through Mexican channels, any account of the cap- 
ture of Mexico, though it took place nearly a month since. e 
thing is tranquil on this line, and the troops generally enjoy exce 
lent health. 

I have to acknowledge a copy of your communication, of Sep- 
tember 14th, to Lieutenant Wilds, 13th infantry, and the printed 
circular of September 10th. 

I am, sir, Ee, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 


The ÁDIUTANT GENERAL of the Army} 
Washington, D. C. 
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No. 77. 


Heap-quarters, ÁRMY OF OccuPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, October 19, 1847. 


Sin: Little worthy of report has occurred since the date of my 
last communication, (12th instant.) We have received no mail 
from the United States, and our news from the interior is not 
recent, coming down only to a few days subsequent to the fall of 
the capital. In this quarter the country continues entirely tranquil, 
with the exception of occasional attacks upon the road by parties 
of guerrillas, or, rather, robbers. Thelast down mail was ambus- 
caded near Ramos on the evening of the 13th instant, and one oí 
the mail bags lost; but it was fortunately recovered next day. Two 
or three horses were killed, and one of the men (Sergeant Lott, of 
the Mississippi regiment) was missing, and may have been killed, 
though I have hopes that he is safe. I have found it expedient to 
increase the maik escorts, and detach a company of mounted Texans 
from this camp to reinforce the garrison of Cerralvo, with a view 
to keep the road and country clear of these outlaws. 

The return of this command for August has been unexpectedly 
delayed, on account of the failure to receive the return of the 10th 
infantry. I hope by next mail to forward the August and perhaps 
the September return. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 
The Apsutant GENERAL of the Army, 
Washington, D. C. 


No. 78. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, ARMY OF Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, October 25, 1847. 


Six: On examining the papers pertaining to my head-quarters, I 
discover several letters connected with the operations in April and 
May, 1846, which seem to deserve a permanent place in the files of 
the War Department. The multiplicity of other engagements and 
duties, no doubt, prevented their transmittal at the time, and Í 
have now the honor to enclose authenticated copies of them, num- 
bered 1 to 6, as follows: 

1. General Taylor to General Mejia, March 28, 1846. 

2. General Taylor to General Mejia, March 30, 

3. General Mejia to General Taylor, March 31, 

4. General Arista to General Taylor, April 24, 

5. General Taylor to General Arista, April 25, 

6. General Arista to General Taylor, May 17, 

I am, sir, very réspectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 

Major General U. S. A., commanding. 

The ADJUTANT GENERAL 
Of the army, Washington, D. C. 
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HEA D- ARTE RSG, Army or OCCUPATION, 
Camp on the left bank of the Rio Grande, 
near Matamoras, March 28, 1846. 


SIR: This will be handed you by Brigadier General Worth, of 
the United States army, who is fully authorized by me to explain 
to you the nature, and the reasons, of the movement of the force 
under my orders, to the left bank of the Rio Grande, and enter 
into any arrangements to secure the peace and harmony of the 
frontier, at least, until the question of boundary shall be defini- 
tively settled between our respective governments. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Brevet Brigadier General U. S. A., commanding. 
Señor General D. F. Mesia, | 
Or, general commanding in Matamoras. 


A true copy. 
| W. W. S. BLISS, A. A. Gen. 


e HEAD-QUARTERS, ÁRMY or OCCUPATION, 
Camp on the left bank of the Rio Grande, 
near Matamoras, Texas, March 30, 1846. 


Sin: On my peaceful march to this point, on the 28th instant, 
and when but two or three miles from the river, two dragoons, de- 
tached from our advance, disappeared, and it is understood were 
taken prisoners by a party of Mexican soldiers. About the same 
time, the horse of one of our trumpeters was forcibly taken from 
him, by the same, or a similar party. I cannot believe that these 
acts were committed by your orders, or have come to your knowl- 
edge; for, in such case, I cannot doubt the men and horses would 
have been returned; and I must therefore request, as I now have 
the honor of doing, that the two men and three horses be restored 
as early as may be convenient. I have no sincerer desire than to 
preserve a good understanding between our governments; and, to 
assist in carrying out that end, I trust you will see the reasonable- 
ness of this demand, and the propriety of complying with it. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 


vant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Brevet Brigadier General, commanding. 
Señor General D. Francisco MEZIA. 


À true copy. 
W. W. S. BLISS, A. A. Gen. 
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RIGHT BANK OF THE RIO Bravo, 
Head-quarters, Matamoras, March 31, 1846. 


I have had the honor to receive the note of your excellency, 
dated yesterday, in which you were pleased to inform me that two 
dragoons, having separated themselves from a scouting party be- 
longing to the army, under your orders, were seizéd by one of my 
detachments of observations,and that this party, or some other like 
it, also took by force the horse of a bugler; which proceedings, 
your excellency does not believe, were in obedience to my orders, 
nor that they can have come to my knowledge, because, in the one 
or the other case, as to the men as well as to the horses, they would 
have been immediately returned.. 

With the frankness exacted by military honor, your excellency 
will permit me to observe that, after the conference which took 
place on the 28th instant, between Generals W. Worth and Don 
Romulo Diaz de la Vega, your excellency could not ask the resti- 
tution which is the subject of your note, which I now answer, by 
basing that demand upon the pacific march of the American troops, 
which have occupied the left bank of the Bravo. It was clearly 
and explicitly shown to the commissioner of your excellency, in 
the above mentioned conference, that the march of a foreign army 
upon Mexican territory, was to be viewed as af actual invasion, and 
that such was the character generally attributed to the advance of 
the American troops to the point which they now occupy. 

Your excellency’s march, therefore, has not been pacific, inas- 
much as a question of limits is depending between our respective 
governments. This circumstance, especially, should have forbid- 
den an occupation in fact, because it is not easy to conceive the 
reason or justice of taking forcible possession of the very terri- 
tory in dispute, pending the negotiation. | 

This observation is not be interpreted in the sense, that the legi- 
timate dominion and inestimable right of Mexico over the depart- 
ment of Texas are to be placed in discussion. What I wish to say 
is, that the occupation of the left bank of the Bravo, in the present 
aspect of our respective nations towards each other, isa positive 
declaration of war on the part of the United States, and that, not 
only the army under my command has so understood it, but also 
all the citizens of Mexico. In this understanding, it is clear that 
hostilities having been opened by theinvading troops, the two dra- 
goons, claimed by your excellency, may, with propriety, be made 
prisoners, conformably to the laws of war, and that their delivery 
to you is not obligatory, whatever view may be taken of the cir- 
cumstances of their capture. 

However, though you have no right to exact the return of the 
prisoners, not to subject myself to false testimony against Mexi- 
can generosity, I shall determine that the said dragoons, with 
.their arms and horses, shall be returned to yourexcellency's camp, 
and have given orders accordingly. I cannot do the same in respect 


to the horse of the bugler, having no knowledge as to his having 
! x | 
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been taken, which was probably done by some of the citizens, who, 
not being soldiers, had armed themselves in defence of their 
country. 

All which I have the honor to say to your excellency, in an- 
swer to your forementioned note, assuring you of my most dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

God and liberty. 
FRANCISCO MEJIA. 

Señor GENERAL-IN-CHIEF 


Of the troops of the United States. 


[Translatien.] 


Heap-quarters, Mexican Army, 
Matamoras, April 24, 1846. 


The course of events, since the declaration of the United States 
of the incorporation of Texas into the Union, are so clearly hos- 
tile to Mexico, and so decidedly foreign to the dignity and prin- 
ciples which the Americans have heretofore GE in the 
face of nations, that it can only be believed that their policy has 
taken a new course, and their moderation has been converted into 
& desire to elevate themselves by degrading their neighbors. 

The respect and consideration which friendly nations observe 
towards each other have been trampled under foot, whereby the 
pu. and excessive moderation which Mexico has observed is 

ut more clearly exhibited. We are oppressed and forced into a 
struggle which we cannot refuse, without a dereliction of the most 
sacred duty of men. ZUM ! ' 

Discussion is no part of the duty of soldiers, that is the work of 
diplomatic agents; ours is to act. In this understanding, and 
under the belief that an attempt is made to impose upon the re- 
puted weakness of Mexico, I am resolved to take efficient measures 
to oblige the forces of the United States to respect us. 

Hostilities have commenced, and I do not hesitate to assure 
your excellency that arms are hereafter to be used, and that you 
must not be surprised that the troops under my command should 
wait for no further signal. 

The Mexicans have been calumniated as barbarous, in the most 
caustic and unjust manner; the time is now at hand when we shall 
be known, and I do not believe that the troops under my command 
will do anything to confirm such an aspersion; they will exhibit the 
feelings of humanity and generosity which are genial to them. 

For the first time, I have the honor to offer to your excellency, 
my distinguised consideration. 


God and liberty. 


M. ARISTA, 
General-in-chief of the Mexican forces. 


^ 


Mr. Z. TAYLOR, 
. Senor General-in-chief of the forces of the United States, en- 
camped in front of this place. | 
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Heap-quartTers, Army or OccUPATION, 
Camp near Matamoras, Texas, April 25, 1846. 


Sır: I have had the honor to receive your communication of the 
24th instant, in which you advert to the causes which Mexico has 
to complain of the course of the United States since the annexation 
of Texas, and, after speaking of the state of war now declared to 
exist, declare your intention to prosecute it. 

I beg leave to refer you to my communications to your predeces- 
sor in command, particularly that of the 22d instant, for an expo- 
sition of the views which have governed me in carrying out the in- 
tentions of my government to occupy the left bank of the Rio 
Bravo. For the interests of humanity, equally dear to both 
countries, I had hoped that our friendly relations would not be in- 
terrupted, and that the forward movement of the American army 
would be regarded as a simple occupation of the territery, until the 
question of boundary should be settled. by diplomatic agents, to 
whom, as you justly remark, the discussion is confided, I ac- 
cordingly refrained from any act which could possibly be inter- 
preted into hostility, until the peremptory summons of General 
Ampudia to vacate my position within twenty-four hours, rendered 
it necessary to take some action, and I then chose a measure not in 
itself hostile, but a simple defensive precaution, viz: a blockade of 
the Rio Bravo. ! 

From your known high character, both asa public officer and 
private citizen, I was strengthened in my hope that some arrange- 
ment could be made by which friendly relations might be main- 
tained on the frontier, until a final settlement of the question of 
boundary, or until other definitive action should be had by our 
respective governments. But, if such is not to be the case—if hos- 
tilities are to ensue—the responsibility must rest with them who 
actually commence them. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 


Brevet Brigadier General, commanding. 


Exmo. Señor D. MARIANO ARISTA, 
General- in- chief of the Mexican forces, 


A true copy. 
W. W. S. BLISS, 2. A. General. 


( Translation. ] 
Division or THE NorTH, 


Head-quarters, Matamoras, May 17, 1846. 


General Don Tomas Requeña passes over to your camp, with the 
object of informing your excellency of the determination of the su- 
preme Mexican government, as to the defensive war proclaimed by 
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the republic; at the same time the said general will make known 
other points to which his communieation extends. Please recelve 
this note as his credentials. 

l have the honor to assure your excellency of my high con- 
sideraticn. 

God and liberty. 


| MARIANO ARISTA. 
Don Z. Tasten, 
Señor General-in- chief of the forces of the U. States. 


No. 80. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, ARMY OF Occupation, 
Camp near Monterey, November 2, 1847. 


Sin: I have no authentic intelligence from the interior to com- 
municate, our reports thence being very contradictory and uncer- 
tain. All is quiet, however, in our immediate front; but the guer- 
rillas or robbers still infest the route from this point to Camargo. 
Lieutenant Campbell, 2d dragoons, with a party of about twenty 
men, while on his way from Cerralvo, was attacked this morning 
about 8 o'clock, by a very large body of rancheros, and only succeed- 
ed in rescuing his party after the loss of several men in killed and 
wounded. Two commands of the 2d and 3d dragoons are now in 
pursuit of the attacking party. I cannot, by this mail, give further 
particulars. ` 

I shall move my head-quarters from this place on the 8th instant, 
and expect to be accompanied as far, at least, as Mier, by Brigadier 
General Wool, who is now here, and who desires to inspect, per- 
sonally, the line hence to the, Rio Grande. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S., commanding. 
The ApsuTANT GENERAL of the Army, 
Washington, D. C. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, October 11, 1847. 


Sin: I have been directed by the President to transmit to you 
the copy of a late despatch sent to General Scott,* and to direct 
your attention to that part of it which relates to levying contribu- 
tions and the treatment of guerillas. These Suggestions ure to be 
regarded as indicative of the policy which the government is dis- 
posed to have pursued on these subjects. Itis conceived, however, 
that there may be reasons for not adopting it in its full vigor, and 


— — — — — 
[°Despatch to General Scott, of October 6, 1847.] 
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the views of the government are not put in theshape of positive in- 
structions. "The course to be adopted is still left to the discretion 
of the commanding general, he being, from position and full 
knowledge, better able to determine the effectsof the policy recom- 
mended upon our interests in Mexico. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
Major General Z. TAYLOR, 
Commanding Army of Occupation, Monterey, Mexico. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, October 18, 1847. 


Sır: The accompanying order, No. 404, issued by Brigadier 
General Wool, at Buena Vista, 16th day cf August last, as 1t dis- - 
misses two commissioned officers and two privates from the service 
of the United States, is deemed to be of such a character as to ren- 
der it proper that it should have been submitted to you for such 
action as, under the peculiar circumstances of the case, you might 
haye seen fit to bestow upon it; but this does not appear to have 
been done. Without expressing a definite opinion on the course 
pursued, and without scarcely any knowledge of the unhappy oc- 
currences which preceded and led to the issuing of that order, the 
President has directed me to transmit it to you, for such act on as 
you may deem proper to give to it. I am also directed by him to 
send you a copy of a letter addressed by First Lieutenant Pender, 
of the North Carolina regiment of volunteers, tendering his resig- 
nation, and assigning his reason for not making the application for 
his discharge in the usual manner. From these two communica- 
tions, it appears that'occurrences, much to be regretted, have taken 
place in the camp at Buena Vista. To the end that full informa- 
tion may be obtained in relation to the alleged mutiny, and the 
homicide which appears to have resulted from it, the President di- 
rects you to institute a court of inquiry, to investigate all the facts 
and circumstances of the transactions alluded to, and desires that 
the proceedings of the court may be forwarded at your earliest 
convenience to this department. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
; Secretary of War. 

Major General Z. TAYLOR, | 

Commanding Army of Occupation. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, October 25, 1847. 


~ Sin: You will perceive by an order herewith sent, issued by di- 
rection of the President; that he entirely disapproves of the divi- 
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sion order, No. 404, put forth by General, Wool, dated 16th of 
August last, whereby First Lieutenant Josiah S. Pender, First 
Lieutenant George E. B. Singalterry, Private Jason Hunter, com- 
pany A, of the North Carolina regiment, and Private Thomas King, 
of company G, Virginia regiment, are, without trial, and for aught 
‘that appears, without being heard, dishonorably discharged from the 
service of the United States, and he has ordered them to return to 
their respective regiments and companies. The right of General 
Wool to issue such an order may well be questioned. "The warrant 
for such a procedure is not found in the rules and articles of war, 
or in the laws of the land, nor is it sanctioned by any usage of the 
service which has come to the knowledge of this department. It 
is a proceeding repugnant to the most obvious dictate of justice, 
which requires that every person under accusation for a crime 
should have the benefits of a trial; should have an opportunity to 
be heard in his defence, before he is branded with the ignominy of 
being guilty; and more particularly is it so, if the crime, as in this 
case, is one which merits the punishment of death, and reflects on 
the accused an infamy that abides with them through life, and be- 
comes an inheritance of dishonor to their posterity. It is not pro- 
posed by the President, in this or any case, to do anything to relax 
the salutary rules of discipline in the army, but to uphold them 
and to give all needful countenance and support to those whose 
unpleasant duty it is to enforce them. The officers and men dis- 
missed, by the order referred to, are not sent back to the army with 
the expectation or desire that any offences they.may have commit- 
ted should be overlooked, but for the purpose of giving an oppor- 
tunity to deal with them as they shall have deserved. It is only 
in this way that the imputation of crime cast upon them, if un- 
founded, can be effectually rebutted. If guilty of what is charged 
in the order, let them be punished by a sentence of a court mar- 
tial. As their dismissal was unauthorized, it will constitute no 
obstacle to proceedings against them in the usual mode of trial. 
The transactions from which this dismissal resulted are of a char- 
acter to arrest public attention, and particularly the attention of 
the government, and call for a careful scrutiny. Jt concerns all 
who have had any direct participation in them, that full investiga- 
tion should be made, and all the facts incorporated into an authen- 
tic retord. It is for this reason that the President has directed, as 
I notified you in my communication of the 18th instant, that they 
should be made the subject of a court of inquiry. 

It seems that a state of things existed in the camp at Buena 
Vista which, in the judgment of General Wool, authorized him to 
dismiss, summarily and without trial, officers and men from service, 
stigmatized in a public order as participants in one of the highest 
and most infamous military offences. It is of the utmost impor- 
tance to this officer of high military rank and distinguished ser- 
vices, that this matter should be fully investigated; nor is. it of 
less importance to Colonel Paine, commanding officer of the North 
Carolina regiment, that he should have the facts and circumstances 
which led to the death of one soldier and the wounding of another 
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by his own hands, thoroughly investigated and authentically estab- 
lished. To this subject it is requested that the enquiries of the 
court should be particularly directed. 

While the government feels itself bound, from high considerations 
connected with the best interests of the service, to sustain all offi- 
cers in the rightful exercise of their proper authority, it is bound 
by an equal obligation to guard the rights of those subject to their 
command, and to afford them protection against oppression and 
wrong. 

The government has, I trust, been careful not to give more than 
due consideration to the complaints of those who feel aggrieved, 
and to the representations of others who sympathize in their sup- 
posed injuries; and, under a sense of duty, it could not do less 
than to call for a full enquiry into them. To show that these com- 
plaints and representations came in such a shape, and so vouched, 
as to command the attention of the President, and also, in order to 
bring to your notice the persons whom it may be proper to exam- 
ine as witnesses, L send you copies of some of the communications 
which have. been addressed to the President and to this depart- 
ment, on the unfortunate occurrences herein referred to. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 

Major General Z. TAYLOR, 

Commanding Army of Occupation, Monterey, Mexico. 


List of papers referred to in the foregoing letter. 


Lieutenant Pender’s letter to the Secretary of War, October 22, 
1847. 
Letter of Mississippians to Mr. Walker, and referred to Secre- 
tary of War. 
Letter of William Vandyke Neill. 
Letter of Assistant Surgeon McRea. 
Certificate of surgeon and assistant. 
Certificate of two lieutenants. 
Letter signed by Captain Roberts and others. 
Copy of General Wool’s order, No. 404; and 
Colonel Paine’s order discharging Lieutenant Pender, &c., &c. 


| WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Adjutant Generals Office, Washington, November 6, 1847. 


GENERAL: Your letter dated October 4th, requesting leave of ab- 
sence, for the period of six months, was this day received, and sub- 
mitted to the Secretary of War; and I am instructed to say, that, 
eonsidering the long absence from your home and family, the very 
arduous and distinguished services rendered in the important com- 
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mand assigned to you, your request is deemed reasonable, and ig 
readily granted by tke President. 
~ lam further directed to say, it is hoped that the exigencies of 
the war will not be such as to render it desirable to have you to 
return to the field before the expiration of the leave now accorded 
to you. | 

It is expected, as a matter of course, that you will turn over 
your command to Brigadier General Wool, the officer next in rank. 

Wishing you a safe return to your family and friends, I am, ge- 
neral, with great respect, your obedient servant, , 

| R. JONES, á 


| Adjutant General. 
Major General Z. TAYLOR, a 
Commanding Army of Occupation, 

Matamoras, Mexico. 


No. 81. 


Heap-quarters, AMT or Occuparion, 
Camargo, November 14th, 1847. 


Sin: I respectfully report that I left my camp, near Monterey, 
on the 8th instant, and arrived without incident at this place yes- 
terday. You will perceive by the orders sent in this mail, that, in 
anticipation of leaving the country, I have turned over the com- 
mand of all the troops, in advance of Matamoras, to Brigadier Ge- 
neral Wool. That officer has accompanied me hither, and will 
leave to-morrow on his return to Monterey, having inspected the 
posts and depots on this part of the line. I shall also leave to- 
morrow, and expect to reach Matamoras on the 17th instant. 

At the date of my departure from Monterey, nothing of interest 
had reached us from the interior, nor has any thing important been 
reported from the front since that time. 

I enclose Lieutenant Campbell’s official report of his late affair 
with a guerrilla party, near Agua Fria, by which it will be seen 
that he sustained himself creditably against many times his force. 
The death of Marco Martinez in this action is well confirmed, and 
is important, for he was, perhaps, the most active of the guerilla 
chiefs on this line. 

A mounted command from Cerralvo, under the orders of Cap- 
tain Reed of the Texas cavalry, succeeded, on the 7th instant, in 
surprising a guerrilla camp, between Ramos and Capadero, killing 
two men, securing a large number of horses and mules, and a quan- 
tity of arms, saddles, &c. The line hence to Monterey is now quite 
free of hostile parties, and the patrols kept out from Mier and Cer- 
ralvo add great security to the road. | 

Should my application to leave Mexico be granted, and ‘the ab- 
gence of Brigadier General Brooke from New Orleans be necessa- 
rily prolonged, it may meet the views of the department to place 

2 


v 
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me, until his return, in command at that point, I have only to sig- 
nify my readiness for such temporary duty, if the public interest 
can be thereby benefitted. | 

I have to acknowledge your communication of the 16th instant, 
relative to withholding from the pay of the Mississippi regiment 
certain amounts refunded by the United States, which has been re- 
ferred to Brigadier General Wool, to whose particular command 
the regiment belongs; also copies of your communications to Bri- 

adier General Wool of October 9th, and Colonel Wilson of Octo- 
ber 11th, and“ special orders,“ No. 49 to 53, inclusive. The return 
ef the troops, in and near Monterey, will be forwarded at the ear- 
liest moment possible. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

| Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. Army, commanding. 
The ADJUTANT GENERAL of the Army, 
Washington, D. C. 


Camp NEAR Monterey, November 3, 1847. 


Mason: I have the honor to report, for the information of the com- 
manding genera], the details of an engagement I had with the enemy, 
near Agua Fria, on the morning of the 2d instant. I left Cerralvo 
on the morning of the 1st, with a detachment of twenty dragoons 
of the second regiment, one lieutenant, and two privates of Cap- 
tain Reid’s company Texas rangers. Three miles beyond Agua 
Fria, on the morning of the 2d, my command was fired upon from 
tie rear by a body of Mexicans, who emerged from a thick chap- 
paral by the roadside. "This force I immediately charged and dis- 
persed; in the pursuit, I discovered two other detachments of the ` 
enemy, until then hid by the thick underbrush, that I successively 
charged and succeeded in driving to positions where my sabres 
could be of little use. At this time, I found I had one man killed, 
several wounded and dismounted, and finding that it was necessary, 
for the protection of the latter, that the enemy should be defeated 
and driven back, I dismounted my force, and taking advantage of 
a dense chapparal to protect my small command from ten times the 
number opposed to me, the engagement was recommenced with re- 
newed vigor. I was now surrounded by the enemy; and the range 
of the escopettes being greater than carbines, they fired upon me, 
and wounded my men and horses with comparative impunity. My 
fire was reserved until an opportunity occurred to make it tell. 
Such a state of things continued for half an hour, at the expiration 
of which their fire slackened; when, seeing some b:oken ground a 
short distance from me, I proceeded thither without further moles- 
tation, and placed my command in a ravine. 

The enemy retired, and I neither saw or heard anything of them 
After securing this position. 

I would state that the notorious bandit, El Mancho, (one arm, 
sometimes called Martinez, was in command of the party oppose 
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to me. Ih:ve since learned that he, and five others, were killed 
during the engagement, and a much larger number wounded. 
Lieutenant Clark, Texas rangers, was of much assistance to me, 
and behaved in a commendable manner throughout the affair. Witl 
the exception of two privates, a dragoon, and a ranger, who wert 
not seen after the fight commenced, and made unnecessary haste 
into camp, the men of the command behaved themselves in a most 
exemplary manner. | 

LI submit a list of the killed, wounded, and missing: 


Killed.—Three privates, of dragoons. 
Missing.—One private, of dragoons. 
Wounded.—Lieutenant Clark, Texas rangers. 
id Seven privates, 2d drageons. 
de One Texas ranger. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


, R. B. CAMPBELL, 
lst Lieutenant 2d Dragoons. 


Major W. W. S. Briss, 
Assistant Adjutant General, U. S. A. 


No. 82. 


HEAp-qvARTERS, ÅRMY OF OCCUPATION, 
Matamoras, November 23, 1847. 


Sin: I arrived at this place on the 17th instant, and shali leave 
this day for the Brassos, where I propose to turn over the entire 
command on this line to Brigadier General Wool, having this mo- 
ment received your communication, of November 6th, granting me 
leave of absence for six months. I shall make a special acknow- 
ledgment of that communication, and shall address you on some 
other points wien I reach the Brassos. i 

I have not heard from the interior since leaving Camargo. Here 
all is quiet, and I have found the command on the river generally 
in good order. | | 

I have respectfully to acknowledge the communications of the 
Secretary of War, of October 18th and 25th, with enclosures; com- 
munications from your office, of October 22d, 25th, 29th, 30th, and 
November 6th and 8th; copies of your letters to Colonel Ham- 
tranck, of October 23d, and Brevet Lieutenant Colonel May, of 
October 26th; special orders, Nos. 54 to 60, inclusive; and a copy 
of the corrected army register. 

My “orders,” No. 129, and “special orders,“ No. 138, will show 
the action taken on your communications, of October 22d, 29th, 
and 30th. In regard to the practice of furloughing men for em- 
ployment in the staff departments, I would remark that it has 
existed to only a limited extent, and only in the volunteer service; 
and that it has been tolerated from the necessities of theservice and 
the impossibility, at times, of obtaining in any other way teamsters 


404 | Ex. Doc. No. 56. 


and other indispensable laborers. It will be seen from my “ special 
orders,” No. 136, that Major Porter has obtained a leave of ab- 
sence for the benefit of his health, after which he will join his 
regiment on the other line. ' dE 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. Army, commanding. 
The ADJUTANT GENERAL 
of the army, Washington, D. C. 


No. 83. 


Heap-quartTers, Army oF Occupation, 
Brassos island, November 24, 1847. 


Sim: I would respectfully. represent that the long and faithful 
services of Colonel Whiting, as chief of the quartermaster’s de- 
partment on this line of operations, seem to entitle him to relief; 
and I hoped that he would, ere this, receive authority to withdraw 
from the field; but such is not the case, and the absence of any 
regular field officer of the department on this line renders it ne- 
cessary to retain him. If it meet the views of his chief, and of 
the War Department, I respectfully request that measures may be 
taken to relieve Colonel Whiting at an early day. I would also 
prefer the same request in behalf of Captain Sibley, assistant quar- 
termaster, who has fulfilled the most important trusts with zeal 
and ability, during a very long period of field service. 

1 beg leave, also, to invite attention to the case of Captain Ram- 
say, who has now been more than two years in the performance of 
arduous field duties, a part of which time as chief of the ordnance 
department, and who has discharged all, his functions with credit 
to himself and advantage to the service. I trust it will be deemed 
just and proper soon to relieve him by a fleld officér, or captain of 
the ordnance department. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. A., commanding. 


The ADJUTANT GENERAL 
of the army, Washington, D. C. 


No. 84. 


Brassos IsLAND, November 25, 1847. 


Siz: I have the honor to report my arrival at this place yesterday. 
You will see, by my orders of this date, that the command on this 
line has been turned over to Brigadier General Wool, whom I 
shall furnish with the orders, instructions, &c., necessary for bis 
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new position. I expect to embark to-morrow evening in the 
steamer Monmouth,“ for New Orleans. Communications will 
hereafter reach me at Baton Rouge. | 

In acknowledging your communication of the 6th instant, I beg 
to tender my thanks for the flattering terms in which the depart- 
ment has been pleased to accede to my request for leave of absence, 
and to say that I shall, at all times, cheerfully receive orders for 
the field, if my services are deemed necessary. 

In regard to future operations, it may not be out of place to sug- 
gest that, if the policy of an entire occupation of Mexico be adop- 
ted, the States oc Durango; Zacatecas, San Luis, and perhaps others, 
would be most conveniently reached from Saltillo, the head of this 
line. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Majer General, U. S. A. 

The ADJUTANT GENERAL | : 

of the army, Washington, D. C. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, January 14, 1848. 


Sır: It affords me pleasure to be the medium of transmitting to 
you the accompanying communications from the mayor and common 
ceuncil of thecity of New York, tendering to you an invitation to 
visit that city, and receive the welcome which I am very sure will 
there await you, should you comply with their request. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY, 


| Secretary of War. 
Major General Z. Taytor, U. S. Army, 


Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


2— ^ 


RECIPROCITY IN TRADE AND SHIPPING. 


MESSAGE 


PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 


TRANSMITTING 


Al letter from the Secretary of State, with accompanying documenta, 
tn compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, 
of the 8th March, 1848. 


Marca 24, 1848. 
Laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


To the House of Representatives: I 

I transmit herewith a report from the Secretary of State, with 
the accompanying documents, in compliance with the resolution of 
the House of Representatives, of the 8th instant, calling for “any 
correspondence which may have recently taken place with the 
British government, relative to the adoption of principles of reci- 
procity in the trade and-shipping of the two countries.” 
! JAMES K. POLK. 
Wasnineton, March 21, 1848. 


DEPARTMENT or STATE, 
Washington, .March 21, 1848. 


The Secretary of State, to whom has been referred the resolution 
of the House of Representatives, of the 8th instant, SR for 
‘any correspondence which may have recently taken place with the 
British government, relative to the adoption of principles of reci- 
procity in the trade and shipping of the two countries, providelt 
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such communication shall not, in his judgment, conflict with the 
public interest," has the honor to report the accompanying copie 
of papers. 
Respectfully submitted. 
JAMES BUCHANAN. 


To THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. Bancroft to Lord Palmerston. 


AMERICAN LEGATION, November 3, 1847. 


The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotet- 
tiary of the United States of America, has the honor to inquire of 
Viscount Palmerston, her Britannic Majesty’s principal Secretaty 
of State for foreign affairs, if her Majesty’s government is inclined 
to remove existing restrictions on international commerce! 

Universal reciprocity, in the widest sense, is held by the Amer- 
ican government as the only thoroughly appropriate basis for inter 
course between two great nations. The prohibition of the indi- 
rect trade has but restrained enterprise; it has done good to neither 
country. To abrogate it, would at once set free dormant commer 
cial wealth, without injuring any one. 

Should her Majesty’s government entertain similar views, the ut 
dersigned is prepared, on the part of the American government, to 
propose that British ships may trade from any port in the world to 
any port in the United States, and be received, protected, and, " 
respect to charges and duties, treated Jike American ships; if, reci- 
procally, American ships may, in like manner, trade from any por 
of the world to any port under the dominion of her Britannic 
Majesty. . 

The removal of commercial restrictions, while it would be d 
mutual advantage to the material interests of both countries, cou 
‘mot but give openings to still farther relations of amity betwee? 
them; and, by its influence on the intercourse of nations, create 
mew guarantees for the peace of the world. 

. The undersigned avails himself, &c. 
GEORGE BANCROFT 


Viscount PALMEnsTON, &c., &c., &c. 


Lord Palmerston to Mr. Bancroft. 


FonEiGN Orrice, November 8, 1841. 


.* The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty’s princi al Secretaris 
Btate for foreign affairs, has the honor to acknowledge the E 
of the note which Mr. Bancroft, envoy extraordinary and quit 
‘plenipotentiary of the United States of America, addressed Se it 
on the 3d instant, proposing the mutual abolition of existing restt 
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tions on the trade between Great Britain and the United States; and 
he has the honor to inform Mr. Bancroft that his note has been re- 
ferred to the proper department of her Majesty’s government for its 
consideration. 
The undersigned has the honor, &c. 
PALMERSTON. 
Gzoncx Bancrort, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 


Lord Palmerston to Mr. Bancroft. 


FonkiGN Orrice, November 17, 1847. 


Sin: I have lost no time in communicating to my colleagues your 
note of the 3d instant, on the dud of the navigation laws which 
regulate the commerce of the British empire and that of the 
United States with each other. 

This question had already engaged the serious attention of her 
Majesty's ministers, and we observe, with pleasure, that the senti- 
ments which we entertain with regard to it, are shared by the gov- 
ernment of a country with which we are so closely united by the 
ties of extensive commerce and of a common origin. 

We do not, however,think that we should be justified in advising 
the crown to enter into engagements which would be at variance 
with some of the most important principles of the existing 
navigation law, without the previous sanction of parliament; but it 
is our intention to propose to parliament, without unnecessary 
delay, measures which would enable us to place our commercial in- 
tercourse, in regard to the matters to which your note refers, on the 
most liberal and comprehensive basis, with respect to all countries 
which shall be willing to act in a corresponding spirit towards us. 


I have the honor, &c. 
PALMERSTON. 
Grorce Bancrort, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


ADDITIONAL CLERKS IN THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


LETTER 


ACTING SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, 


TRANSMITTING 


Reports from the heads of the several bureaus in that department, 
on the subject of lhe employment of an additional number of clerks 
therein, in answer to a resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 29th of February, 1848. 


Apri I, 1848. 


Referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
March 25, 1848. 


Sır: In compliance with the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 29th of February last, requiring “ the Secretary of 
the Treasury to communicate to the House what additional number 
of clerks, if any, are necessary in any of the bureaus in his depart- 
ment, in order to facilitate the transaction of the public business, 
and what amount of money ought to be appropriated, to defray the 
expenses consequent upon the appointment of such clerks,” I have 
the honor to state that copies of the resolution were referred to the 
heads of the several offices of this department, for reports in rela- 
tion to their respective wants as to an increase of their clerical 
force. 

Reports have been received from all, and copies thereof are here- 
with transmitted, and submitted for the favorable action of Con- 

ress, 
š In relation to the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, two 
additional permanent clerks are indispensably necessary for the 
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prompt despatch of the increased business of the office, consequent 
upon the several loan acts. The clerks required ought to be of 
the higher grades, one at a salary of sixteen hundred dollars per 
 &nnum, and the other at fourteen hundred dollars per annum. It 
was absolutely necessary to employ clerks to attend to these du- 
ties, and such have been temporarily engaged; but it is deemed im- 
portant that they should be permanently authorized, for otherwise 
great delay and embarrassment will undoubtedly occur in the trans- 
action of business, arising under the acts referred to. 

Annexed is a statement of the amount of money required to de- 
fray the expenses consequent upon the appointment of the clerks 
, asked for. l 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

McCLINTOCK YOUNG, 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon R. C. WINTHROP, ' 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Statement. 


lst Comptroller asks for 1 clerk, at a salary of....... $1,400 09 
2d Comptroller asks for 1 additional clerk for every 3 

clerks appointed for the 2d, 3d, and 4th Auditors 

offices; no scale of salary given. The 2d and 3d Au- 

ditors ask for 35 new clerks; in the Comptroller’s es- 

timate 11 should be given his cffice, say 5 clerks at 


$1,400 and 6 at $1,150............................. 13,900 00 
Ist Auditor asks for 2 clerks, at $1,150 each......... | 2,300 00 
One messenger 500 00 
2d Auditor, 25 clerks and 2 messengers. s . 29,500 00 
Temporary clerks and contingencies..... 3,778 25 
3d Auditor, 10 clerks and 1 messenger 13, 250 00 
Contingencies..... e .................... 1,000 00 

5th Auditor, asks that 3 temporary clerks be made per- 
maànent...... ....sss aaoo soos 2,800 00 
Register asks that 3 temporary be made permanent.... 4,250 00 
Commissioner General Land Office, 8 clerks.......... 8,800 00 
Office of Secretary of the Treasury.................. 3,000 00 
Total... ees eee o trono 904,478 55 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Comptroller’s Office, March 9, 1848. 


Sır: In reply to so much of the resolution, passed by the House 
of Representatives on the 29th ultimo, as belongs to this office, in 
regard to any additional clerical aid, in order to give due despatch 
to the public business, I have the honor to state that this office 
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will require one more additional clerk, at a salary of $1,400 per 
annum, who shall be, in allrespects, wellqualified to perform such 
duties as may be devolved on him, whether specific or miscella- 
neous. 

I beg leave to enclose a communication from the chief clerk in 
this office upon this subject, and in which he expresses the opinion 
that the aforesaid aid is necessary. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

J. W. McCULLOH, 
Comptroller. 
McCLiNTock Youne, Esq., 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 


Marcu 9, 1848. 


SIR: As you have referred to me, for a report on so much of a 
resolution which was passed by the House of Representatives c 
the 29th ultimo, as pertains to this office, and which requires“ 
Secretary of the Treasury to communicate to that house ** what 
ditional number of clerks, if any, are necessary in any of th 
reaus of his department, in order to facilitate thetransactior 
public business; and what amount of money ought to b 
priated to defray the expenses consequent upon the appo? 
such clerks,’ I beg leave to state, as my opinion, that 
despatch of business in this bureau requires one mo 
clerk, of the highest grade, $1,400; whose capabilit 
and industrious habits, shall be such as to enable h' 
and de perform all such duties, whether special v 
as may be confided to him. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser 
A’ 


To James W. McCut ton, Esq., 
First Comptroller of the Treasur 


Second Compt 


Sig: In answer to the inquir 
clerks are necessary in the offic 
Treasury, in order to facilitat 
ness," I have to state that, 
is to revise the doings of t' 
the number of clerks reqv 
ployed in the auditors o 

From my experience. 
carefully examine and 
clerks in the auditor 
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ared and stated. I am, therefore, of opinion that the additional 
number of clerks in this office should be equal to one for every 
three additional clerks employed in the offices of the Second, Third, 
and Fourth Auditors. I do not believe that the business of the 
office can be kept up with a less number. 

In regard to the amount of money required to defray the addi- 
tional expense, I state that nothing more than sufficient to pay the 
salaries of the new clerks will be needed, as the expenses of office 
furniture, &c., can be paid out of the contingent fund usually ap- 
propriated for this office, without any increase of that appropriation. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c., 
. ALBION K. PARRIS, 


Comptroller. 
Hon. R. J. WALKER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
First Auditor's Office, March 3, 1848. 


Sim: In reply to your communication referring to this office à 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 29th February, 
I beg leave to state, in order to enable me to adjust promptly the 
accounts transmitted to this office, two additional clerks to the 
force now employed in this office will be required. There are at 
this time but five clerks engaged on the accounts of the customs, 
a force insufficient for their prompt settlement; and those accounts, 
embracing nearly the whole receipts of the country, should be ac: 
curately and speedily adjusted in order to protect the government 
from loss, and to exhibit, as soon as possible after the expiration 
of any one quarter, a correct statement of the revenue. 

I also ask that an additional messenger may be employed. We 
have now a laborer engaged, paid out of the contingent fund of the 
office; but in the transmission of treasury notes, important papers, 
and accounts, from this to other offices, a more responsible person 
should be employed. I therefore respectfully ask for two 3^ 
ditional clerks, at a salary of $1,150; and an assistant messengel, 
at a salary of $500. With this force, in addition to the clerks no” 
employed, I shall be enabled to discharge promptly all the duties 
required of me. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; WM. COLLINS, First Auditor. 
To McC. Young, Esq. 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Second Auditor's Office, March 2, 1848. 


Sin: I have received from you this day a copy of the resolutio® 
of the House of Representatives of the 29th February; by which 
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you are called on to communicate. to the House what additional 
number of clerks, if any, are necessary, in any of the bureaus of 
yonr department, in order to facilitate the transaction of the pub- 

ic business; and what amount of money ought to be appropriated 
to defray the expenses consequent upon the appointment of such 
clerks;? upon which you call apon me for a report as to the office 
of the Second Auditor. 

I had to submit to the Register of the Treasury, on the 30th 
September last, an estimate for an additional force of nine clerks; 
and, subsequently, after Congress commenced its session, in a let- 
ter to a member of Congress, Í increased that estimate to twelve 
clerks, in consequence of the increase of business. No action being 
had on the subject up to the 9th February, I submitted a statement 
to a sub-committee of claims of the House, hereto annexed, marked 
A, in which, from the increase of the business up to the 1st Febru- 
ary, I expressed the opinion that twenty-two clerks would be re- 
quired, in addition to our present force, to enable us to do justice 
to the government and to its creditors. To that report I would re- 
spectfully request your attention. 

Since the 1st of February, an addition has been made to the cur- 
rent business, which will require at least two additional clerks, of 
the best qualifications, six: months to adjust. 

It is entirely unnecessary for me to point to the causes of the 
present condition of the business in this office. They are obvious 
to all. This office, from 1818 until 1846, contained a force of 
seventeen clerks. Notwithstanding the Florida war, in which the 
army was increased one-half, and a large volunteer force was mus- 
tered into service, no increase of clerks took place, although re- 
peated calls were made by the head of the bureau. "The inevitable 
consequence, confusion, delay, and indefinite suspension of busi- 
ness, ensued. I beg leave to submit a letter from Auditor Lee to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in February, 1828, marked B, and 
two letters from Auditor Lewis, marked C and D, in which many 
interesting facts are given, showing the past history of this office, 
and the difficulties which interrupted and prevented the prompt 
transaction of its business. In all cases the origin of the evil was 
the same, viz: an insufficient force of suitable clerks. 

The present condition of the business in this office is such that a 
considerable addition to its permanent force, and a large number 
of temporary clerks, will be necessary to bring up the arrears, and 
keep up with the increase. If the Indian war in Florida almost. 
paralyzed the operations of the bureau—when the regular army did 
not much exceed twelve thousand men, and a proportionable aux- 
- Miary force of volunteers, so that a very important branch of busi- 
ness, viz: the recording of the settlements of accounts, has never 
been resumed since 1838, when it was suspended— what must be 
the consequences in the present war with Mexico; with a regular 
and volunteer force mustered into the service of nearly eighty 
thousand men, unless suitable provision be made for the public 
service connected with this business? 

The inexperience which is always found among new troops greatly 
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increases the difficulties of the office. Officers are required to per- 
form services with the details of which they are unacquainted, and 
innumerable errors arise in their accounts, rendering it exceedingly 
dificult to adjust them, consistent with the rules of the office and 
justice to the officers. It takes, also, a longer time for inexpe- 
rienced clerks to transact any of the business in the office, than 
when they have acquired a knowledge of their duties. 

I refer to the papers annexed, marked A, B, C, and D, for a 
fuller history of the business, and a more minute detail of the diff- 
culties under which this office has labored, not to the injury of the 
presiding officers of the bureau or the department, but of the public 
and the treasury. I have no doubt that the grant of even ten clerks 
to this office at the commencement of the present war, to be called 
to their stations as the business should have required them, would 
have been the means of keeping up the most important current 
business, and saved to the government tens of thousands of dollars, 
which will be lost. eventually by the delays consequent upon the 
insufficiency of clerical force. True economy requires the employ- 
ment of such a number of clerks, I care not how large that number 
may be, as will be sufficient to settle such accounts of officers as are 
‘reported monthly, within the succeeding month; if reported quar- 
terly, within the succeeding quarter. Such are paymasters’, re- 
cruiting, clothing, camp and garrison equipage, arms, and ordnance 
accounts; and for the taryest class of all, the claims of soldiers or 
their heirs for arrears of pay, certainly sixty days should be con- 
sidered a long time to delay the settlement. And yet such is the 
accumulation of these accounts, that many of them have remained 
for a year untoughed, whilst those who have sent them here for set- 
tlement have been ordered from one point to another, and finally gone 
to the grave by the casualties of the service, complaining of the in- 
justice done them in many cases where there were balances due to 
them; or the government sustaining loss by the failure to collect 
balances due it; in almost all such cases increasing the difficulties 
of a fair settlement of the accounts by the delay, and often render- 
ing it impossible to do justice either to the government or its officers. 

As, however, the resolution of the House of Representatives ia- 
dicates a disposition on the part of that honorable body to provide 
a sufficient force of clerks to do the business of the government, I 
will give a statement of the number of clerks, and also other per- 
sons whose services will be essential to the advantageous transac- 
tion of the public business in this office, together with the amount 
of funds which will be required to pay the expenses attendant upon 
them. I will take the liberty of including a statement-of services 
rendered heretofore by clerks employed temporarily in the office, 
giving most valuable aid at the times of greatest pressure, which, 
although unauthorized by any special act of Congress, and rendered 
without a stipulation which can bind the government, is frankly 
submitted, without fear of censure on the part of those to whom it 
is presented. There is also a bill for blank books, designed for 
recording settlements, which I was unable to pay out of the contin- 
gent fund of the office, which is added to the estimate. 
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The public building in which this office is now accommodated 
belongs to the War Department, and is entirely insufficient to fur- 
nish the necessary rooms. The clerks of this office are now so 
crowded, in the few rooms occupied by them, as to be utterly unable 
to transact business with advantage. None of the rooms are large 
enough to receive, with advantage, more than three clerks; and yet 
in two of them there are six clerks each; and in another, five. 
There is not room enough for another clerk. Offices, then, must be 
rented for their use, and furniture procured. A laborer, fuel, &c.. 
will be required, and one or two additional messengers, whose ser- 
viees are equivalent to the employment of one clerk each, by 
carrying messages to and from the various offices, to procure infor- 
mation required by the clerks in the transaction of their business, 
and which they must do for themselves without the aid of messen- 
gers, greatly to the interruption of business. 

I have estimated the number of clerks such as will be required by 
the estimated amount of business at the end of March, as it is not 
presumed that the action of Congress will be had upon this subject, 
and the force granted, if granted at all, before that time; at least, 
not soon enough to enable you to select clerks, and arrange matters 
before that time. i 

The amount which I have estimated for the ordinary contingen- 
cies of the office, to enable us to reach the 30th of June next, is 
based upon actual expenditures up to this time, with an estimated 
increase proportioned to the estimated increase of force and busi- 
ness. Should there be a surplus on hand at that time, it will be of 
course carried to the succeeding fiscal year, or to the general fund, 
under the act of Congress. 

One general observation on this subject, and I have done. 

If I have made too high an estimate of the number of clerks, or 
the amount of funds required to facilitate the transaction of public 
business in this office, it will at all times be in your power, as it 
will doubtless be your duty, to curtail every surplusage, and pre- 
vent loss to the government. No more clerks will be called into 
service, or continued longer than the exigencies of the office may 
require. The expenditures of the funds are subject to rigorous 
scrutiny in another office, where a safe check exists to prevent 
waste or extravagance; so that there is more danger to the public 
interests that the grant of clerks and funds will be too small, then 
that it will be too large. It should be large enough to enable the 
government to keep up its business, other things being equal, as 
well as mercantile, or even banking institutions, are kept up. It 
will be and is disreputable to the government, that, instead of set- 
ting an example of punctuality and exactness in its dealing with 
the people, in its various spheres of business, it is conspicuous for 
its deficiency in those important characteristics, as much to the in- 
jury of the treasury as its creditors. 
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Estimate for additional clerks and various other expenses, to th 
30th June, 1848. 


5 clerks for higher class of services, at $1,400; Ist of 

April to 30th of June, 3 months, each $350.. ........ $1,750 0 
10 clerks for second class of services, at $1,150; 3 

months, $287 50 each 8235875 00 
10 clerks for third class of services, at 81,000; 3 months, 

$250 each 6 „ %%% % %%/ % % % 0000905009 «62568 2,500 00 


| 7,125 00 

For services of temporary clerks, heretofore employed, 
as per statement annexed......................... 1,331% 
For furniture for 25 additional clerks, $30 each...... 750 00 
For furniture for 9 rooms, $30 each q 270 (0 

For 2 assistant messengers, at $500 each per annum, 
$125 each for 3 months ᷑ .. 950 00 
For 1 laborer, 3 months... .. 00 90 
For bill of blank books for recording settlement...... 1 65 
For addition to contingent fund to 30th June. 80 


For rent of offices for 3 months 150 W 
— 


10,903 5 


——— 


Estimate of expenses for the fiscal year, commencing on the lit doy 
July, 1848, and ending on the 30th day of June, 1849. 


Salary of Second Auditor, per act of 3d of March, 1817, 
pol. 6, page 232, sec. 15............. T 
Salary of one chief clerk, per act 20th April, 

1818, vol. 6, page 72, sec. 2..... . 
Salary for 2 clerks, each $1,400, per act 20th 
_ April, 1818, vol. 6, page 72, sec. 2....... 2,800 
Salary for 6 clerks, each $1,150, per act 20th 

April, 1818, vol. 6, page 72, sec. 2...... 6,900 
Salary for 5 clerks, each $1,000, per act 20th 

April, 1818, vol. 6, page 52, sec. 2....... 5,000 
Salary for 1 clerk, at $800, per act 20th April, 


$3,000 


„ 0% % %% % % eoo. ) 


$1,700 


1818, vol. 6, page 72, sec. 2..... .... .... 800 
Salary for 4 clerks, each $1,000, per act 10th 
August, 1846, chap. 175, sec. 111. ; 4,000 


Salary for 1 clerk, temporary, at $1,000, per 
act 10th August, 1846, chap. 175, sec. 3.. 1,000 
Salary for 3 clerks, temporary, each $1,150, 
per act 3d March, 1847, chap. 47, sec. 1.. 3,450 
Salary for the messenger, at $700, per act 
26th May, 1824, vol. 8, page 87, sec. 2... 700 
Additional force asked for, viz: 
5 clerks, at $1,400 each). . 7,000 
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10 clerks, at $1,150 each .................. $11,500 
10 clerks, at $1,000 each .................. 10,000 


2 assistant messengers, at $500 each........- 1,000 . š 
— $55,850 
58,850 


For the contingent expenses of the office, as follows: 
For blank books, binding, stationery, labor, printing 
blanks, S Se V ts e „„ 0 Q 9990000000060. 088208080 2,500 


61,350 


Ee E 
—————— 


Clerks employed temporarily by permission of the secretary in the 
Second Auditor’s office, to whom no compensation has been given, 
viz: 


A. J. McCalla, 4 months and 21 days, $1,000. ........ $391 98 
Thomas W. McCalla, 3 months and 2 days, $1,000.... 334 00 


G. H. Heap, 2 months and 25 days, $1,000.......... e 236 10 
S. O. Ford, 3 months and 10 days, 1,000............. 211 TT 
Rezin Orme, 1 month and 25 days, $50 per month.... 91 40 


$1,331 25 


Very respectfully, NUM PEE 
. Mc j 


Second Auditor. 


—— — 


A. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Second Jluditor!s Office, February 9, 1848. 


Sir: In consequence of the interview which I had the honor to 
hold with you, upon the subject of the situation of the business of 
this office, I have thought it my duty to make a more particular 
examination into its past, as well as its present condition. Although 
the examination has not been very minute, it was sufficient to reveal 
one fact which surprised me, and which, I think, ought to be 
known to Congress, who alone have the power to regulate and 
sustain the various bureaus which are instituted by them for the 
transaction of public business. | 

The fact to which I allu?!e is, that a smaller force of clerks, 
with smaller salaries, have been allowed to this office than were 
allowed to the third auditors office, whilst a large amount of army 
and Indian accounts have been adjusted in this office, requiring 
very accurate and able accountants. "This fact was followed by 
the usual results; of complaint on the part of the second auditors 
requests for additional force; which being unsuccessful, an aban- 
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donment of part of the business of this office, viz: that of the settle- 
ment of accounts, verified by the second auditor and second comp- 
troller, has been suspended since 1838, and the clerk who was em- 
‘ployed on that business was placed at other and more pressing 
business. To bring up the arrears in that branch, and record the 
current business, will require three clerks, for three years. 

There are various letters on record from my predecessors, prov- 
ing the foregoing fact, and urging on Congress to apply the reme- 
dy. I have no information as to its supposed cause, but of its ex- 
istence, the records of the government furnish ample proof. At 
the beginning of this war, there were allowed to the second audi- 
tor’s office, seventeen clerks, and to the third auditors office, thirty 
clerks; of the former, two were at a salary of $1,400; of the latter, 
six were at the same salary. To the latter, an assistant messenger; 
to the former none. 

From my own observation since I have held this station, I am 
satisfied that even upon the peace establishment, the force of this 
office, both in clerks and messengers, was utterly inadequate to 
discharge the duties devolved upon it. An assistant messenger, in 
the present arrangement of the public offices, would save the time 
of at least one clerk, in carrying messages to the various bureaus 
with which we transact business, to obtain information and trans- 
mit papers. | | 

But since the increase of the army, consequent upon a state of 
war, swelled out from eight to nearly, if not fully, seventy thou- 
sand men, with the added difficulties in the adjustment of accounts 
produced by the inexperience of new officers, which cause alone 
produces a large proportion of our labor, the most casual observer 
would declare at once, that without a large increase of clerks, the 
business of the bureau must fall behind. During the 29th Con- 
gress six additional clerks were granted, which make our present 
force twenty-three; what remains for me to do, is to give you a 
statement of the present condition of our office, and my opinion of 
its wants. In this I must be desultory and imperfect, or my com- 
munication would be too much extended. 

The most pressing classes of business are those connected with 
the war. 

The accounts of paymasters and recruiting officers, and the claims 
for arrears of pay due to discharged, or to the heirs of deceased 
officers and soldiers, are the most formidable. The government is 
deeply interested in the first; the officers of the army in the 
second; and the brave soldiers, or their bereaved and often suffer- 
ing relations, in the third. These, however, are so dependent on 
each other, that the first class, which contains the pay-rolls and 

yments of the army, must be adjusted, before we can adjust the 

ast class, which are governed by the evidence contained in the 
former. 

But besides the accounts above named, records are required to be 
made of settlements and payments of regulars and volunteers, to 


deis reference has to be made, in the adjustment of the private 
claims. 
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In addition to that, letters announcing the results of the settle- 
ments must be recorded, for they form the recorded judgments of 
the bureau, sanctioned by the second comptroller. This branch 
has swelled so rapidly, that one clerk who formerly was sufficient, 
is now utterly unable to perform one-half of the duty. I have 
already separated all letters relating to Indian business from the 
general record, but the increase of business overgoes the amount 
transferred to another clerk, and I must now transfer the record- 
ing of all letters on claims of discharged or deceased officers and sol- 
dier$ to another clerk, if Congress shall grant us aid, or that 
branch of business share in the general delays in the office.. 

One important evil of our present condition is the increase of 
correspondence, caused by the calls for settlements of long delayed 
claims from the suffering creditors of the government, all of which 
employ the time of some clerk to register and to answer. "These 
letters are sometimes filled with complaints, the justice of which I 
cannot deny, and often alleging that great personal suffering, which 
I should be glad to relieve if in my power, is produced by the 
delay. lam often censured as the cause, and it is often difficult 
for me to convince the sufferers that the power to remove the 
difficulty and remedy the injustice is vested alone in Congress. 

Without consuming more of your time in other suggestions, I will 
give you the general result of my investigation into the business of 
the office at this time, and the number of clerks which will be suf- 
ficient to settle the accounts now on hand, keep records of letters, 
and register the various payments, property, and other business, and 
to commence the registering of the settlements which was suspend- 
ed in 1838. 

There will be, for recording letters of soldiers’s claims, one; for 
registering settlements, three; for recruiting accounts, three; and 
for claims of dead and discharged officers and soldiers, five; in all, 
*welve. With this additional force we can keep up the register of 
letters; can bring the arrears of the register of settlements in about 
three years; can bring up paymasters’ accounts in about four 
months; the settlement of recruiting accounts in about seven 
months; and private claims for soldiers and their heirs in about 
eighteen months. i 

To receive and settle the new business which is daily coming 
in, in a tide, will require, in addition to the above, a large number 
of clerks; but how many I am not prepared to say with confidence. 
I would suppose that ten more, if they shall be well qualified, 
might be sufficient, leaving it to the Secretary of the Treasury 
to dismiss any who should not be wanted. 

The appointment of these clerks necessarily involves large addi- 
tional expenses. Another laborer will be absolutely necessary. 
One, perhaps two, assistant messengers will be equally necessary. 
Offices must be rented, and furniture procured for their accommo- 
dation. A large additional amount for contingencies will be ne- 
cessary. And I would respectfully suggest, that all the foregoing 
difficulties will but be increased by further delay; and if an imme- 
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diate grant of the force be made, an appropriation should also be 
made to cover all expenses. 

Should an estimate be required as to the amount of expenditare 
requisite, I will prepare it. It will depend in some measure on tte 
salaries which may be allowed to the clerks. I am confident that 
at least four should receive $1,400 per annum. Of this, however, 
as of all the other suggestions which I have made, you will judge. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. M. McCALLA, 
Second Auditor. 

Hon. Joan A. RockwELL, 

Chatrman of the Committee of Claims, House of Reps. 


B. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Second Auditor’s Office, February 28, 1828. 


Sır: In reply to your letter of the 15th instant, accompanied by 
a copy of the communication addressed to you by the chairman of 
the Committee on Retrenchment, “ requesting information whether, 
in your opinion, there be any officers in your department whose 
services may be dispensed with without detriment to the public 
service; or, if the salaries of any of them can be reduced, consis- 
tently with justice and propriety; and, in general, whether any oí 
the expenses incident to the department can be reduced without 
impairing the efficacy of its operations; I beg leave to state that. 
as far as relates to this office, I must truly say, considering the mas: 
of business transacted therein, that I do not see how the number of 
clerks employed can be dispensed with without detriment to the 
public service; nor do I see how, with propriety, the salaries ci 
any of them, or of the messenger, can be reduced, as the stipend 
each receives furnishes him only with a bare subsistence, (and 
hardly that to those who have large families,) without the hope of 
laying up anything for old age. 

The clerks in the accounting offices earn their salaries. They 
are the dray horses of the government. 

To them is confided all the details of the public expenditure; and, 
during my public service for the last thirty years, I have observed 
that the faithful, laborious clerk, however firm his constitution has 
generally been worn out by disease from close confinement before 
he reached the common age of man, finishing his useful career by 
dying pennyless. | 

To give you an idea of the labor performed in this office, I bec 
leave to lay before you the statement herewith enclosed, exhibitine 
an expenditure accounted for therein, under about sixty heads ot 
appropriation, of nearly four millions of dollars annually, which 
exceeds, by far, not only in its amount, but in its details, that of 
any other office under the government; and by which it will also 
be seen that, besides the pay and clothing of the army, &c., &c., 
&c., and the perplexing and endless details of the Indian Depart- 
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ment, the military property of the United States, or what may be 
more properly called the“ materiel of the army,” is also accounted 
for in this office, amounting, in value, on an accurate calculation, 
without including the arsenals, to about eleven millions of dollars. 

In relation to the question, ** whether any of the expenses inci- 
dent to the office can be reduced,? I beg leave to observe that the 
contingent fund is managed with economy; and if the extent of its 
correspondence with several hundred officers, most of whom make 
quarterly returns, is taken into view, the expense of stationery 
and other items will not be found extravagant. 

W. LEE. 
Hon. Ricuamp Rusu, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


C. 


Extract from a letter to the Hon. Walter Forward, Secretary of the 
Treasury: 


In reply to your inquiry concerning the arrearage in the business : 
of this office, I have to state that there now exists a considerable 
arrearage in the accounts of the pay and Indian department, as 
well asin the property accounts of the army. Of eighteen pay- 
masters now in service, the accounts of thirteen are in the office ` 
unsettled: one embracing a period from Ist July, 1840, to 30th of 
June, 1841; three from lst November, 1840, to same. date; the 
otherszfor different periods between Ist of January and 31st August, 
1841. In the Indian department there are 26 accounts of agents 
and sub-agents now in the office unsettled, principally small ac- 
counts for the first, second, and third quarters of this year; many 
of which have been but a short time in the office. 

The arrearages in the settlement of the pay and property 
accounts of the army has been gradually increasing during the last 
five or six years, and arises chiefly from their great increase in 
number and volume, incident to the war in Florida, during which 
many additional paymasters, authorized by law, were engaged, 
with the regular paymasters, in paying the large force of militia 
and volunteers in the service of the government; whilst no corres- 
ponding increase in the force of the office has been granted to my 
repeated requests. 

I omitted to state, as an additional cause of arrearage, and a 
reason for a permanent increase of the force of the office, that 
within the last five years the army has been increased from 7,198 
to 12,539, its present strength. 

The large number of unsettled Indian accounts may, in a measure, 
be attributed to the increased number of Indian agencies rendered 
necessary by the removal of the various tribes to the western side 
of the Mississippi, in fulfilment of the stipulations of the many 
treaties concluded with them within the last ten years. 

As another cause, and not a small one, of the arrearage which 
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exists in the business of the office, I cannot omit to state that, in 
addition to the duties generally specified above, the office is con- 
tinually occupied in answering calls for information from Congress, 
or the Secretaries of the Treasury or War Department. The prepa- 
ration of these answers frequently require much time and labor of 
research, during which a portion of the current busines of the office 
is necessarily postponed, and becomes in arrear. 

To bring up and keep up this accumulating business, will obvi- 
ously demand the labor of additional clerks, who should possess 
such experience and skill in accounts generally as will obviate the 
necessity of devoting so much of the time of the older accountants 
of the office to the instruction of the new incumbents. 


W. B. LEWIS. 


D. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Second Auditor’s Office, November 16, 1841. 


Sin: The late acting Secretary of War, by letter of the 27th Sep- 
tember last, addressed to me, makes, by direction of the President 
of the United States, the following inquiries, viz: 

„ lst. The name of each officer or agent whose money or accounts 
have reached your office, and have not yet been settled; the amount 
of each account; the date of its receipt at your office; the period 
when they will probably be finally settled, and the cause of any 
delay which may have taken place in their settlement. 

* 9d. The same in regard to the accounts for property. 

« 3d. The present state of any other business of the department, 
not embraced in the foregoing heads. 

‘64th. In case any part of the business is in arrears, what addi- 
tional force will be required, or what change in the present mode of 
doing business, if any, it will be necessary to adopt, to have it 
completely brought up by the first of December next.” 

In reply, I have the honor to transmit herewith three statements, 
marked À, B, and C, and to say in regard to statement C, as well 
as to the Indian property, that, as the return of the offices and agents 
do not show the prices of the various species, the amount of the 
accounts in money cannot be determined without greatly delaying 
this report, as well as the ordinary business of the office, which is 
pressing for attention. The value of property in the hands of an 
officer is never calculated, until after the lapse of a proper time he 
is found not to have accounted for it. The delay in the settlement 
of these accounts has been caused, chiefly, by an increase of busi- 
ness produced, as to army accounts, by the Florida and Creek Wars, 
rendering it necessary to call into service large bodies of volun- 
teers and militia men, besides adding greatly to the expense of the 
regular army; and also by the protracted illness and recent death 
of one of the clerks employed in settlement of paymaster’s ac- 
counts; and, as to Indian accounts, by the removal of the Indians, 
the creation of many new agencies, and the heavy additional ap- 
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propriations for carrying into effect the various treaties made within 
the last twelve years—to all which may be added the numerous 
calls for information by Congress, and the executive branch.of the 
government. "These calls alone are sufficient to occupy the time 
of two clerks, and, for the most part, they are such as demand the 
services of the most experienced clerks. "The current business per- 
taining to Indian affairs, in the shape of claims, and the inquiries 
of claimants, requiring immediate attention, and the examination 
of the books and files of the office, is of itself sufficient to occupy 
the time of one clerk; so that as many as three cannot be kept 
steadily employed in the examination of the accounts of Indian 
agents; and on army property accounts, one clerk alone is em- 
ployed. 

It should not be overlooked that the business at large of this 
office has, ever since its organization, been increasing,and it must so 
continue, with the growing greatness of the nation. "The disburse- 
ments made through it are more than three times as great in amount 
as they were twenty years ago; and yet no addition whatever has 
been inade to its force. 

The other business of the office, not referred to above, viz: medi- 
cal, quartermaster’s, ordnance, and recruiting accounts; the accounts 
of commissary general of purchases; claims of the representatives 
of deceased officers and soldiers, &c.; and all the books, excepting 
the property and report books, is regularly kept up. 

The accounts embraced in the accompanying statements cannot 
be settled up by the first of December, by means of any change of 
the present mode of doing business, or of any force that might be 
added to the office. Persons destitute of experience can render no 
service in the settlement of such accounts; indeed, they would at 
first rather retard than facilitate the business, as they could make 
no progress without the instructions and assistance of experienced 
clerks. All the business in arrears will in a short time be brought 
up; but, in the meantime, the accounts for the past and current 
quarters will be received, so there is but little probability that the 
business can be brought up and kept up with the present force of the 
office. For the proper examination and statement of these accounts, 
the clerks must be thoroughly acquainted withall the acts of Congress. 

ertaining to the case, besides the voluminous regulations of the 
War Department and the comptroller, as well as the peculiar rules 
and usages of this office, and, also, as to Indian accounts with the 
numerous treaties concluded with the Indian tribes, the stipula- 
tions whereof have not yet been fulfilled. Permanent clerks alone 
can render essential service in the settlement of accounts. "The 
public interest would be subserved by the employment of two or 
three such in this office, and without them the business must make 
tardy progress. 

This subject has repeatedly been brought to the knowledge of the 
proper authorities; but hitherto without success, It will again be 
presented. It will be perceived that about a thousand or twelve 
hundred of the military property accounts are behind. This, how- 
ever, will not be thought a very great number, when it is consid- 
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ered that two thousand five hundred to three thousand are annually 
received and examined, for each of which a letter must be written 
and recorded. 2e 

It will be seen, also, that nearly all of these unexamined accounts 
have been received at this office since the first of last June. 

W. B. LEWIS. 
Hen. J. C. Spencer, 
Secretary of War. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Third Auditor’s Office, March 3, 1848. 


SIR: I have had the honor to receive a copy of a resolution of 
the House of Representatives, adopted the 29th February, 1848, 
calling upon the Secretary of the Treasury to communicate to the 
House, ** what additional number of clerks, if any, are necessary 
in any of the bureaus in his department, in order to facilitate the 
transaction of public business, and what amount of money ought to 
be appropriated to defray the expenses consequent upon the ap- 
pointment of such clerks.” Endorsed thereon isa reference to the 
third auditor for a report as to his office.” 

In compliance, I have the honor to state that on the 17th of No- 
vember last, I addressed a communication to you, setting forth the 
great increase of the business of this office, and submitting for your 
consideration the propriety of an application to Congress for au- 
thority for the appointment of six additional clerks in this office, 
twoat $1,400 each, and four at $1,150 each. 

Since the transmission of that letter to you, the continued in- 
crease of the business of the office constrains me, to the convic- 
tion, that the public interest would be subserved by the appoint- 
ment of a still greater number than that then suggested. 

I would, therefore, take the liberty to propose ten as the number 
of additional clerks “necessary to facilitate the transaction of pub- 
lic business,“ and at the following rates: 


f 


5 at...... ................................... $1,400 per annum. 
5 at ́ v . : 1,150 „ : 
1 additional messenger . 500 „ 
Contingencies, say for office furniture, sta- 

tlomery, &c. eneen eee ꝑö) : 1,000 ( 


The foregoing rates of compensation are mentioned as most like- 
ly to command the services of able accountants, which is the char- 
acter of clerks, most needed. 

With great respect, your most obedient servant, 

PETER HAGNER, 
Auditor. 
Hon. Rosert J. WALKER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Fourth Auditor’s Office, March 2, 1848. 


Sm: In reference to the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 29th ultimo, a copy of which has been transmitted to 
me for a report, I have the honor to state that no additional clerks. 
are needed in this office. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vant, 

A. O. DAYTON. 
To McCriNTock Youne, Esq., 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. ` 


e 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Fifth Auditor’s Office, March 3, 1848. 


SIR: In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 29th ultimo, a copy of which you referred to me, requiring 
the Secretary of the Treasury to communicate to that House what 
additional number of clerks, if any, are necessary in any of the 
bureaus in this department, to ‘facilitate the transaction of the 
public business, I have the honor to state that, in consequence of 
the progressive increase of the light-house establishment, and es- 
pecially of the large number of light-houses, beacons, and buoys, 
authorized to be built by the law of the 3d March, 1847, I found it 
necessary, with your approbation, to employ in June last, a copy- 
ing and recording clerk, at a salary of $800 per annum. My letter 
to you upon this subject bears date the 27th May last. 

his clerk, with two others, at salaries of $1,000 each, who have 
been necessarily employed on light-house duties since the year 
1838, on annual appropriations, ought to be permanently provided 
for by law, and I would most respectfully recommend that measure. 
These three, with one other, are all that I have employed upon the 
light-house establishment, which is larger and spread over a coast 
of much greater extent than the similar establishments of Great 
Britain and France put together, and are indispensable to the 
proper discharge of the duties appertaining to it. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vant : 

: S. PLEASONTON. 

The Hon. R. J. WALKER, | 

Secretary of the Treasury. 


AvupiToR!s Orrick ron Post Osrice DEPARTMENT, 
| March 8, 1848. 


Sın : In compliance with the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of February 29th ultimo, requiring “ the Secretary of 
the Treasury to comgnunicate to this House what additional num- 
2 
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ber of clerks, if any, are.necessary in any of the bureaus in his 
department, in order to facilitate the transaction of the public bu- 
siness, &c.,? I have the honor to report that in this office no addi- 
tion to the clerical force now engaged is, at present, required in 
order to facilitate the transaction of the public business. 

Should the bill now pending before Congress become a law, by 
which any material changes in the existing post office 'system are 
made, requiring an increased force, the necessary provision for this 
purpose will, no doubt, be inserted. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

e P. G. WASHINGTON, 
Auditor. 
Hon. R. J. WALKER, . 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR OF THE TREASURY, 
March 2, 1848. 


Sin: In reply to your call for information, under the resolution 
of the House of Representatives, I have the honor to inform you 
that no additional clerks are needed in this office. There are now 
as many as can be usefully employed upon the businéss now com- 
mitted to it by law. If more of the present number were good 
lawyers it would greatly promote the public interests. 

You, and the House, I trust, will pardon me for making the fol- 
lowing suggestion. The accounts of marshals, district attornies, 
and SES ought in cases, except those of prize, to be settled ex- 
clusively at the treasury, and be there paid under general rules 
applicable to all cases. It would essentially aid in doing this, and 
largely promote economy, if such accounts were required by lew 
to be first presented and acted upon in the Solicitor’s office, where 
full records are preserved of the proceedings in suit. It can there 
be known by their inspection what services have been performed, 
and under what authority. Such a requirement would greatly re- 
lieve the accounting officers in this class of business. This duty, 
if required by law, would render the services of another elerk quite 
necessary in this office Accounts growing out of the transactions 
of the Indian office, are all first adjusted tbere. It is said to be 
productive of very beneficial results. A clerk, competent to per- 
form such a duty, must be a sound and experienced lawyer, and 
ought to receive a compensation of twelve hundred dollars per an- 
num. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

° R. H. GILLET, 
Solicitor. 
Hon. R. J. WALKER, e 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Register’s Office, March 9, 1848. 


Sır: I have the honor to report, in compliance with your refer- 
ence of the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 29th ` 
ultimo, that no addition to the number of clerks, whose salaries are 
provided for, either by statute or paid under appropriation acts, 
are at present required for the service of this office. I would, how- 
ever, respectfully request that the following clerks, now paid un- 
der appropriation acts, and whose services cannot be dispensed 
with, may be provided for by law, viz: 

One clerk, as principal of the stock bureau, at present paid out 
of the appropriation for expenses incident to the issue of certifi- 
cates and treasury notes, per act 28th January, 1847, and 3d March, 
1847. (Submitted, $1,600. See note.) 

One clerk, employed in keeping the books and issuing Mexican 
indemnity and military bounty scrip, at present paid out of the ap- 
propriation for the civil and diplomatic expenses, per section 20 of 
the act of 3d March, 1847, $1,400. | 

One clerk, employed in answering calls of Congress to be com- 
plied with, either during the session or subsequently; in preparing 
for the printer the annual accounts of the receipts and expendi- 
tures, and in assisting generally on the books in relation thereto, 
now paid out of the appropriation for the contingent expenses of 
the Secretary’s office, $1,250. 

In addition to the above, as the business of this office is on the 
continued increase, and as the clerks at low salaries fully partici- 
pate in the increased labor connected therewith, I would respect- 
fully request that the compensation of two of the clerks, now paid 
by law at $800, may be increased to $1,000. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

DANIEL GRAHAM, 
Register. 

Hon. R. J. WALKER, | 

Secretary of the Treasury. 


Notre.—The salary of the principal clerk in the stock business 
has heretofore been $1,400, but on account of his very arduous and 
responsible duty, and the probability of their increase, I have sub- 
mitted that his compensation be paid at $1,600. 


GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
March 2, 1848. 


Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of 
the resolution of the House of Representatives, passed on the 29th 
ultimo, and in answer to report: 

That the number of additional clerks proposed in my annual re- 
port is, two for the mineral land business, three for the recorder's 
office, and three for the Bounty Land Bureau. The three last for 
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the purpose of writing patents, as the warrants are located, and in 
assisting to keep up the correspondence, which has very much in- 
creased of late on that branch of the service, and is still upon the 
increase, as these warrants multiply in number. 

I respectfully recommend that four of said clerks be allowed a 
compensation of twelve hundred dollars each; and the remaining 
four one thousand dollars each, per annum. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

RICHARD M. YOUNG, 


Commissioner. 
Hon. R. J. WALKER, 


Secretary of the Treasury. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF WAR 
AND GENERAL SCOTT. | 


— —— 


MESSAGE . 


PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 


TRANSMITTING 


The correspondence between the Secretary of War and Major Gen- 
eral Scott, with the accompanying documents, in compliance with 
the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 17th instant. 


€ 
e 


APRIL 26, 1848. 
Laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 


. I communicate, herewith, a report of the Secretary of War, with 
accompanying documents, submitted by him as embracing the pa- 
ers and the correspondence between the Secretary of War and 
Major General Scott, called for by the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 17th instant. 
JAMES K. POLK. 
WasuiNcToN, April 25, 1848. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, April 24, 1848. 


Sır: Pursuant to your request, I herewith submit to you copies 
of all the correspondence and papers called for by the resolution of 
the House of Representatives, of the 17th instant. Amongthe pa- 
pers herewith, are copies of the memoranda," or projets, of the 
27th of October, and 12th, 16th, and the 21st of November, 1846. 

Though presented to, or laid before, the Secretary of Warfby 


, 


2 Ex. Doc. No. 59. 


` 


Major General Scott while in this city, they were not considered 
as a part of the ** correspondence" between them, and, consequent- 
ly, were not embraced in the former resolution of the House 
There being no “‘letters or despatches” of these dates, it is presumed 
that the last resolution has reference to these memoranda, or“ me- 
morials,? as they are called in the accompanying letter from Major 
General Scott, of February 24, 1848, and are furnished together 
with the correspondence. In addition to these, I have also inclu- 
ded a few other memoranda presented by him to me since the com- 
mencement of the war, being all of that character in this office. I 
have not included in these memoranda endorsements by Major 
General Scott on letters which passed through his hands, directed 
or referred to the Secretary of War. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

s W. L. MARCY, 

Secretary of War. 

To the PRESIDENT 
Of the United States. 


Memorandum of correspondence and papers furnished, in compli- 
ance with the resolution of the House of Representatives, dated 
April 17, 1848. 


General Scott to the Secretary of War... . . February 24, 1848. 
The Secretary cf War to General Scott. .. . April 21, 1848. 
General Jesup to the Secretary of War...... February 18, 1848. 
Same to the same.................. ....... April 17, 1848. 
Same to the same......................... April 18, 1848. 
Memorandum of General’ Scott, relative to 

new appointments of assistant adjutant gen- 

eralllVVk .. . . ⁊ 4. June 19, 1846. 
Memorandum of General Scott, submitting 

papers relative to prisoners of war........ June 23, 1846. 
Memorandum of General Scott, relative to 

military chest. . July 2, 1846. 
Remarks.of General Scott on letter of Gover- 

nor Edwards, respecting an increase of : 

General Kearny’s command..... eo e July 17, 1846. 
Order proposed by General Scott, assigning 

General Worth to his brevet rank ........ September 5,1846. 
Projét by General Scott, on the subject of 

martial la 333 .. October 8, 1846. 
Remarks of General Scott, on the authority of 

the President to confer brevets during the 

recess of the Senate. . .. October, 1846, 
List of persons recommended by General 

Scott for the place of assistant adjutant 

genera] coso 0900999 «900.9080 egene vea ee October, 1846. 


* 
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Menorial.—V era Oruz and its castle. . . . October 27, 1846. 
Do 7 Vera Cruz and its castle—sup- | 
. plement..... cce cese ... November 12, 1846. 


Do .-'Memorandums tor the Secretary 
| of War...... ce sea... . .. November 16, 1846. 
Do Memorandums for the Secretary . | 
gus of War ..................... November 21, 1846. 


Notes EE topics to be embraced in in- 
|». structions to General Scott.... .. November 23, 1846. 


u — 


General Scott to the Secretary of War. 


, Mexico, February 24, 1848. 


SIR: On the 18th instant, I received your two letters, of the 13th 
ultimo, and, immediately issued the general order, No. 59, (a copy 
enclosed,) devolving the command of the army in Mexico upon 
Major General Butler. I 

As the officers detailed for the court of enquiry before which I 
am ordered to appear as a criminal, are nbt known to have arrived 
in the country, I avail myself of a moments leisure to recall some 
of the neglects, disappointments, injuries and rebukes, which have 
been inflicted upon me by the War Department, since my departure 
from Washington, November 23, 1846. 

To me,the business of re-crimination, however provoked, has 
ever been painful. In this summary I shall, therefore, indulge in 
no wantonness of language, but confine myself te naked historical 
facts, leaving conclusions to men of sense and candor. 

In the hurry of preparation for Mexico, (only four days were al- 
lowed me at Washington—when twenty might have been most ad- 
vantageously employed in the great bureaux—those of the chief en- 
gineers, chief of ordnance, chief quartermasters and chiff commissary 
of subsistence,) I handed to you a written request that one of 
three of our accomplished captains, therein goes might be ap- 
pointed assistant adjutant general, with rank of major, for duty 
with me in the field, and there was a vacancy, at the time, for one. 
My request has never been attended to, and thus Í have had no of- 
ficer of the adjutant generals department with me in the campaign. 
Can another instance be cited of denying to a general-in-chief, in 
the field, at the head of a large army, or even a small one, the 
selection of his chief of the stall —that is, the chief in the depart- 
ment of orders and correspondence? 

Early in the following January, I asked that a general court mar- 
tial might be appointed, on the part of the President, for the trial 
of two officers (named by me) for conduct each had committed, 
that endangered, in a high degree, the success of the impending 
campaign; and I specially referred to the anomalous and fatal act 
of Congress, (May 29, 1830,) which prohibited me, as the “accuser 
or prosecutor,” from ordering the court for the trial of the cases. 
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My application has never been noticed. This feglect alone ought 
early to have admonished me that I had no hope of support at 
Washington, in any attempt I might make (against certain officers) 
to maintain necessary discipline in the army I was about to lead 
into the field. a 

I left Washington highly flattered with the confidence and kind- 
ness the President had just shown me, in many long personal inter- 
views on military matters. For more than two months my express- | 
ions of: gratitude were daily and fervent, nor were they much less 
emphatic towards the head of the War Department. Proceeding 
with zeal and confidence in my most hazardous duties, I learned, 
January 27, at the Brazos San Jago, that an attempt was on foot to 
create a lieutenant general to take command in the field over me. 
Shocked and distressed, I allowed of no relaxation in my efforts to 
serve my country, resolved that, for the short time I was likely to 
remain in commission, to be | 


t: True as the dial to the sun, 
Altho’ it be not shined upon.” 


A yet greater outrage soon followed: failing to obtain an act for 
the citizen lieutenant general, a bill was pressed upon Congress to 
authorize the placing a junior major general, just appointed, (the 
same individual,) in command over all the old major generals then 
in front of the enemy! 

I wil] not here trust myself to add a soldier's comment upon those 
attempts, but I may thank God that He did not allow them, or sub- 
sequent injuries, to break down, entirely, the spirit and abilities 
(such as they are) with which He had endowed me. 

Foreseeing at Washington that, from the great demands of com- 
merce at the moment, it would be difficult, if not impossible, to 
take up, perhaps at any price, a sufficient number of vessels at New 
Orleans and Mobile to transport the regiment's of my expedition 
from the Rio Grande frontier to Vera Cruz, I endeavored to impress 
upon the War Department the necessity of sending out from the 
northern and eastern ports a certain number of large ships in bal- 
last, in order that the ex@edition might not be delayed, and in view 
of “the fixed fact,“ the return of the vomito at Vera Cruz in the 
spring of the year, a delay of a few weeks was likely to prove a 
total defeat. 

In a paper transmitted to me, headed “ memorandum for the 
quartermaster general? marked “ War Department, December 15, 
1846," and signed by the secretary, which I received January 8, it 
is said: ‘ Independently of this number of transports for troops and 
ordnance stores, [from the north] there will be required, say, five 
ships for the transportation of the [surf] boats now being pre- 
pared, besides which, ten vessels must be taken up and sent out in 
ballast, E troops] unless stores can be put on board, toemake up 
the number (40) required by the commanding general." 

The date of this memorandum is December 15, more than three 
weeks after my requisition and departure from Washington. Of not 
one of the“ ten vessels,” in ballast, or with stores, (leaving room 
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for troops,) have I heard up to this day. Relying upon them, con- 
fidently, the embarkation was delayed in whole or in part, at the 
Brazos and Tampico, from the 15th of January to the 9th of March, 
leaving, it was feared, not half the time needed for the reduction 
of Vera Cruz and its castle before the return of the yellow fever. 
But half the surf boats came at all,and of the seige train and 
ordnance stores, only about one-half had arrived when the Mexi- 
can flags were replaced by those'of the United States on those 
formidable places. "We succeeded at last in reaching the point of 
attack, in the midst of frightful northers, by means, in great part, 
of trading craft, small and hazardous, picked up accidently at the 
Brazos and Tampico, and when the army got ashore, its science 
and valor had to supply all deficiencies in heavy guns, mortars, and 
ordnance stores. | | 

The first letter that I received from the department, after enter- 
ing the captured city, contained an elaborate rebuke, (dated Feb- 
ruary 22,) for having ordered Colonel Harney, 2d dragoons, to re- 
main in the command of the cavafry with Major General Taylor, so 
as to leave Major Sumner, of the same regiment, the senior of that 
arm, in my expedition. "There was no great difference in the num- 
ber of cavalry companies with the two armies. 

This rebuke was written with a complacency that argued the 
highest professional experience in such matters, and could not have 
been more confident in its tone if dictated to the greenest general 
of the recent appointments. Yet, without the power of selecting 
commanders of particular corps, no gerferal-in-chief would venture 
to take upon himself the conduct of a critical campaign. Such 
selectiohs were always made by the father of his country, and the 
principal generals under him. So in the campaign of 1814, I my-` 
self sent away, against their wishes, three senior field officers, of as 
many regiments, who were infirm, uninstructed, and inefficient, in 
favor of three juniors, and with the subsequent approbation of Ma- 
jor General Brown, on his joining me, and the head of the War 
Department. Both were well acquainted with the customs of war, in 
like cases, at home and abroad, and without that energy on my 
part, it is highly probable that no American citizen would ever 
have cited the battles of the Niagara without a sigh for his country. 
lam happy, however, that before a word had been received from 
the department, and indeed before it could have had any knowledge 
of the question, I had decided to take with me the frank and gal- 
lant colonel, and hope soon to learn that he and very many other 
oficers have been rewarded with brevets for their highly dis- 
tinguished services in the campaign that followed. 

It was in reference to the same rebuke that, in acknowledging 
your communication, I said, from Vera Cruz, April 5. I might 
very well controvert the military principles so confidently laid 
down by the department, [in the letter of the 22d February, ] but 
believing that the practice of the United States army, in the two 
wars with Great Britain, would have no weight in the particular 
case, I waive further reply; having, at the moment, no leisure and 

no inclination for controversy.” 


t 


6 | Ex. Doc. No. 59. 


Alluding to the heavy disappointments, in respect to transports, 
seige train, and ordnance stores, then already.experienced, I wrote 
to the department from Lobos, February 28: ** Perhaps no expedi- 
tion was ever so unaccountably delayed—by no want of foresight, 
arrangement, or energy on my part, as I dare affirm—and under cir- 
cumstances the most critical to this entire army; for every body 
relied upon and knew, from the first, as wellasI knew,it would be 
fatal to us to attempt military operations on this coast after, proba- 
bly, the first week in April; and here we are at the end of Febru- 
ary. Nevertheless this army is in heart; and crippled as I am in 
the means required and promised, I shall go forward, and expect to 
take Vera Cruz and its castle in time to escape,.by pursuing the 
enemy, the pestilence of the coast.” 

The city and castle were captured March29, and, with about one- 
fourth of the necessary means for a road train, (no fault of mine;) 
the retreat, in pursuit of the enemy, was vigorously commenced 
April 8. The battle of Cerro Ggrdo soon followed, and we occu- 
pied Jalapa and Perote, where we were obliged to wait for supplies 
from Vera Cruz. In those positions I was made to writhe under 
another cruel disàppointment. 

In my four memorials, to the department, on the further prosecu- 
tion of the war against Mexico, written at Washington, and dated, 
respectively, October 27, November 12, 16, and 21, (it was only 
intimated to me in the night of November 18, thát I might prepare 
myself for the field,) papers in which I, demonstrated that Vera 
Cruz was the true base of operations, and that the enemy’s capital 
could not, probably, be reached from the Rio Grande, I estimated 


that after taking that great seaport, “about 20,000 men,” or“ an 


army of more than 20,000 men may be needed; 1. To beat, in the 
field and in passes, any accumulated force in the way; 2. To garn- 
son many important points in the rear, to securea free communica- 
tion with Vera Cruz; and 3. To make distant detachments, in order 


to gather in, without long halts, necessary subsistence.” And that 


force, [ supposed, including volunteers, and aided by land and 
money bounties, might be raised in time by adding ten'or twelve 
new X een of regulars, and filling up the ranks of the o/d. 

À bill was introduced for raising ten additional regular regiments, 
and I certainly do not mean to charge the department with the 
whole delay in passing the bill through Congress. But it was 
passed, February 11, 1847, and under it, by early in April, some 
few thousand men had been already raised and organized. My dis- 
tress may be conceived, by any soldier, on learning at Jalapa, April 
27th, that the whole of that force had been sent, under Brigadier 
General Cadwalader, to the Rio Grande frontier. ` l 

In my letter tothe department, written the day after, I said, I had 
expected that “ detachments of the new regiments, would, as you 
had promised me, begin to arrive in this month, and continue to 
follow perhaps into June.” How many (volunteers) will re-engage 
under the act approved March 3, (only received two days ago,) I 
know not; probably but few. Hence, the greater my disappoint- 
ment caused by sending the new troops to the Rio Grande; for, 
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besides their keeping the road in our present rear open for man 
weeks, by marches in successive detachments, I had intended, We 
advanced, to leave strong garrisons in this place, [Jalapa,] in Perote, 
and Puebla, and to keep at the head of the movement, a force equal 
to any probable opposition. It may now depend on the number of 
the old volunteers who may re-engage, and the number of new 
troops that may arrive from the Brazos, in time; as also, in some 
degree, upon the advance of Major General Taylor, whether I shall 
fnd this army in strength to leave the garrisons and to occupy the 
capital.” l | 

I may add, that only about fifty individuals of the old volunteers 
re-engaged under the provisions of the act of March 3; that the 
remainder were discharged May 4; that Major General Taylor 
made no movement in advance of Saltillo, and that the new regu- 
lars, including Cadwalader’s brigade, only began to come up with 
me, at Puebla, in July, but not in sufficient numbers till August 
6. The next day the army commenced its advance upon the capi- 
tal with a little more than 10,000 effective men. 

It is not extravagant to say that, if Brigadier General Cadwala- 
der'sforces had not been diverted from me, to the Rio Grande, 
where he was made to lose, without any benefit to Major General 
Taylor, much precious time, I might easily have taken this city in 
the month of June, and at one-fifth of the loss sustained in August 
and September. The enemy availed himself of my forced delay, 
at Puebla, to collect, to treble, to organize, and discipline his forces, 
as also to erect numerous and powerful defences with batteries. 
Nearly all those extraordinary preparations, for our reception, were 
made after the middle of June. And it is known that the news of 
the victory of Buena Vista reached Washington in time to counter- 
mand Cadwalader's orders for the Rio Grande, before his departure 
from New Orleans. Two rifle companies with him received the 
countermand there and joined me early. f 

I know that I had the misfortune to give offence to the depart- 
ment by expressing myself to the same effect, from Jalapa, May 6. 
In a report of that date, I said: | 

** The subject of that order (No. 135—old volunteers) has given 
me long'and deep solicitude. To part with so large and so re- 
spectable a portion of this army in the middle of a country, which, 
though broken in its power, is not yet disposed to sue for peace; 
to provide for the return home of seven regiments, from; this in- 
terior position, at a time when I find it quite difficult to provide 
transportation and supplies for the operating forces which remain; 
and all this without any prospect of succor or reinforcement, in 
perhaps, the next seven months—beyond some 300 army recruits— 
present novelties utterly unknown to any invading army before. 
With the addition of ten or twelve thousand new leviesin April and 
May—asked for, and, until very recently, expected—or even with the ` 
addition of two or three thousand new troops, destined for this army, 
but suddenly, by the orders of the War Department, diverted to 
the Rio Grande frontier, I might, notwithstanding the unavoidable 
discharge of the old volunteers—seven regiments and two indepen- 
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dent companies—advançe with confidence upon the enemy's capi- 
tal. I shall nevertheless advance; but whether beyond Puebla, 
will depend on intervening information and reflection. The gen- 
eral panic given'to the enemy, at Cerro Gordo, still remaining, I 
think it probable that we shall go to Mexico, or, if the enemy re- 
cover from that, we tust renew the consternation by another 
blow.” 

Thus, like Cortez, finding myself isolated and abandoned, and 
again like him, always afraid that the next ship or messenger might 
recall or farther cripple me, I resolved no longer to depend on 
Vera Cruz or home, but to render my little army “a self-sustain- 
ing machine — as I informed everybody, including the head of the 
War Department—and advanced to Puebla. 

It was in reference to the foregoing serious causes of complaint 
and others to be found in my reports at large—particularly in re- 
spect to money for the disbursing staff officers, clothing, and Mr. 

"Trist, commissioner—that I concluded my report from Puebla, 
June 4, in these words: 

* Considering the many cruel disappointments and mortification 
I have been made to feel since I left Washington, and the total 
want of support or sympatby on the part of the War Department, 
which I have so long experienced, I beg to be recalled from this 
army the moment it may be safe for any person to embark at Vera 
Cruz; which, I suppose, will be early in November. Probably all 
field operations will be over long before that time.“ 

But my next report (July 25th) from Puebla, has, no doubt, in the 
end, been deemed more unpardonable by the department. In that 
paper, after speaking of the “ happy change in my relations, both 
official and private, with Mr. Trist," I continued: | 

“í Since about the 26th ultimo, [June, ] our intercourse has been 
frequent and cordial, and I found him [Mr. T. | able, discreet, cour- 
teous, and amiable. At home, it so chanced, that we had had but 
the slightest possible acquaintance with each other. Hence, more 
or less of reciprocal prejudice, and of the existence of his feelings 
towards me, I knew (by private letters) befóré we met, that at 
least a part of the cabinet had a full intimation. . 

« Still, the pronounced misunderstanding between Mr. Trist and 
myself could not have occurred, but for other circumstances: 1. 
His being obliged to send forward your letter of Aprill 14th, in- 
stead of delivering it in person, with the explanatory papers which 
he desired to communicate; 2. His bad health in May and June, 
which, I am happy to say has now become good; and 3. The ex- 
treme mystification into which your letter—and particularly an in- 
terlineation—unavoidably threw me. 

“So far as I am concerned, I am perfectly willing that all I 
. have heretofore written to the department about Mr. Trist, should 
be suppressed. I make this declaration as due to my present es- 
teem for that gentlemen; but ask no favor, and desire none, at the 
hands of the department. Justice to myself, however tardy, I shall 
take care to have done. * * M * ° ° 

“Ido not acknowledge the justice of either of your rebukes con- 
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tained in;the letter of May 31,[in relation to Mr. Trist and the 
prisoners at Cerro Gordo,] and that I do not here triumphantly 
vindicate myself, is not from the want of will, means, or ability, 
but time. 

‘The first letter (dated February 22) received from you at Vera 
Cruz, contained a censure, and I am now rebuked for the unavoid- 
able—nay, wise, if it had not been unavoidable—release on parole 
of the prisoners taken at Cerro Gordo; even before one word of 
commendation from government has reached this army on account 
of its gallant conduct in the capture of those prisoners. [No such 
commendation has yet been received, February, 1848.] So, in 
regular progression, I may—should the same army gallantly bear 
me into the city of Mexico, in the next six or seven weeks, which 
is probable, if we are not arrested by a peace or a truce—look to be 
dismissed from the service of my country! You will perceive that 
I am aware (as I have long been) of the dangers which hang over 
me at home; but I, too, am a citizen of the United States, and well 
know the obligations imposed, under all circumstances, by an' en- 
lightened patriotism. 

* [n respect to money, I beg again to report that the chief com- 
missary (Captain Grayson) of this army has not received a dollar 
from the United States, since we landed at Vera Cruz, March 9. 
He now owes more than $200,000, and is obliged to purchase, on 
credit, at great disadvantages. The chief quartermfster (Captain 
Irwin) has received perhaps $60,000 dollars, and labors under like 
incumbrances. Both have sold drafts to small amounts, and bor- 
rowed largely of the pay department, which has received about 
half the money estimated for. Consequently the troops have some 
four months’ pay due them: Our poverty, or the neglect of the | 
disbursing departments at home, has been made known, to our 
shame, in the papers of the capital here, thrpugh a letter from 
Lieutenant Colonel Hunt, that was found on the person of the spe- 
cial messenger from Washington. 

“ The army is also suffering greatly from the want of necessary 
clothing, including blankets and great-coats. The new troops, 
(those who have last arrived,) as destitute as the others, were first 
told that they would find abundant supplies at New Orleans; next, 
at Vera Cruz, and finally here; whereas, we now have, perhaps, a 
thousand hands engaged in making shoes and (out of bad materials 
and at high cost) pantaloons. These articles, about 3,000 pairs of 
each, are absolutely necessary to cover the nakedness of the troops. 

“February 28th, off Lobos, I wrote to Brigadier General Brooke, 
to direct the quartermaster at New Orleans to send to me large 
supplies of clothing. March 16 and 23, General Brooke replied that 
the quartermaster at New Orleans, had ‘ neither clothing nor shoes,’ 
and that he was *fearful that unless they have been sent out to you 
direct, you will be much disappointed 

* Some small quantity of clothing, perhaps one-fifth of our 
wants, came to Vera Cruz, from soine quarter, and followed us to 
Jalapa and this place.? - 

I must here specially remark, that this report, No. 30, though 
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forwarded the night of its date, (July 25,) seems to have mis- 
carried. Perceiving, about November 27, that jt was not acknow- 
ledged by the department, I caused a duplicate to be made, signed 
it, and sent it off by the same conveyance with. my despatch No. 
36, and the charges against Brevet Major General Worth, Major 
General Pillow, and Drevet Lieutenant Colonel Duncan, together 
with the appeal against me, of the former. All these papers are 
acknowledged by the department in the same letter, January 13, 
that recalls me. 

It was that budget of papers that caused the blow of power, so 
long suspended, to fall on a devoted head. The three arrested 
officers, and he who had endeavored to enforce a necessary discip- 
liné against them, are all to be placed together before. the same 
court. The innocent and the guilty, the accuser and the accused, 
the judge and his prisoners, are dealt with alike. Most impartial 
justice! But there is a discrimination with a vengeance! Whilethe 
parties are on trial—if the appealer is to be tried at all, which 
seems doubtful—two are restored to their corps—one of them with 
his brevet rank, and I am deprived of my command. There can 
be but one step more in the same direction; throw the rules and 
articles of war into the fire, and leave all ranks in the army free 
to engage in denunciations, and a general scramble for precedence, 
authority, and executive favor. The pronunciamento, on the part 
of my factious juniors, is most triumphant. 

My recall—under the circumstances a severe punishment before 
trial, but to be followed by a trial here that may run into the autumn, 
and on matters I am but partially permitted to know Ki the de- 
partment and my accusers—is very ingeniously placed on two 
grounds: 1. My own request, meaning that of June 4, (quoted 
. above, and there was no other before the department,) which had 
been previously (July 12) acknowledged and rebukingly declined. 
2. The arrest of Brevet Major General Worth, for writing to the 
department, under the pretext and form of an appeal,“ an open 
letter, to be sent through me, in which I was grossly and falsely 
accused of ** malice? and ** conduct unbecoming an officer and gen- 
tleman;? in the matter of the general order, No. 349, on the sub- 
ject of puffing letters for the newspapers at home. 

On that second point, the letter from the department of January 
13 is more than ingenious; itis elaborate, subtle, and profound; 
a professional dissertation, with the rare merit of teaching princi- 
ples, until now, wholly unknown to military codes and treatises, 
and of course to all mere soldiers, however great their experience 
jn the field. 

I have not, in this place, time to do more than hint at the fatal 
consequences of the novel doctrine in question. According to the 
department, any factious junior may, at his pleasure, in the midst of 
the enemy, using “ the pretext and form of an appeal? against his 
commander, insult end outrage him to the grossest extent, though 
he be the general-in-chief, and charged with the conduct of the 
most critical operations, and that commander may not arrest the 
incipient mutineer until he shall have first laid down his own au- 
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thority, and submitted himself to a trial, or wait, at least, until a 
distant period of leisure for a judicial examination of the appeal! 
And this is precisely the case under consideration. The depart- 
ment, in its eagerness to condemn me, could not take time to learn 
of the experienced that the general-in-chief who once submits to 
an outrage from a junior, must lay his account to suffer the like 
from all the vicious under him; at least, down to a rank that may 
be supposed without influence in high quarters beyond the army. 


But this would not be the whole mischief to the public service. 


Even the great mass of the spirited, intelligent, and well affected,- 
among his brothers in arms, would soon reduce such commander to 
utter imbecility, by holding him in just scorn and contempt for his 
recreancy to himself and country. And are discipline and efficiency 
of no value in the field? i 

Butit was not my request of June 4, nor report No. 30, (of July 25,) 
so largely quoted from above, nor yet the appeal of one pronunciado, 
that has at length brought down upon me this visitation, so clearly 
predicted. That appeal, no doubt, had its mertts, considering it 
came from an erratic brother—a deserter from the other extreme— 
who, having just made his peace with the true faith, was bound tq 
signalize apostacy by acceptable denunciations of one for whom, 
up to Vera Cruz, he had professed (and not without cause) the 
highest obligations. (It was there he learned from me (ër I was 
doomed at Washington, and straightway the apostate began to 
seek, through a quarrel, the means of turning that knowledge to 
his own benefit.) No, there was (recently) still another element 
associated in the work, kept, as far as practicable, out of the let- 
ter of recall; an influence proceeding from the other arrested gen- 
eral, who is quite willing that it should generally be understood 
(and who shall gainsay his significant acquiescence?) that all re- 
wards and punishments in this army were, from the first, to follow 
his recommendations. This the more powerful of the pronunciados 
against No. 349 well knew, at the time, as I soon knew that he 
was justly obnoxious not only to the animadversions of that order, 
but to other censures of yet a much graver character. 

In respect to this genera), the letter of recall observes, paren- 
thetically, but wjth an acumen worthy of more* than “a hasty” 
notice, that some of my specifications of his misconduct “ are 
hardly consistent with your [my] official reports and commenda- 
tions.“ 

Seemingly this is a most just rebuke. But, waiting for the trials, 
I will here briefly state, that unfortunately I followed that gen- 
eral’s own reports, written and oral; that my.confidence, lent him in 
advance, had been but very slightly shaken as early as the first 
week in October; that up to that time, from our entrance into this 
city, I had been at the desk, shut out from personal intercourse 
with my brother officers, and that it was not till after that con- 
finement that facts, conduct, and motives, began to pour in upon 
me. . | 

À word as to the 5th article of war. I can truly say that in 
this and other communications, I have not designed the slightest 
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disrespect to the commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the 
United States. No doubt he, like myself and all others, may fall 
into mistakes as to particular men; and I cannot, having myself 
been behind the curtain, admit the legal fiction that all acts of a 
secretary are the acts of the President. Yet,in my defensive 
statements, I have oflered no wanton discourtesy to the head of 
the War Department, although that functionary is not in the 
enumeration of the above mentioned article. 

Closing my correspondence with the department until after the 
approaching trial, i | 

I have the honor to remain, respectfully, your most obedient 
servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Hon. Secretary or War. 


The Secretary of War to General Scott. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Š | Washington, April 21, 1848. 

Sin: It would not be respectful to you to pass unnoticed your 
extraordénary letter of the 24th of February, nor just to myself to 
permit it to remain unanswered on the files of this department. 

To attempt to dispel the delusións which you seem to have long 
pertinaciously cherished, and to.correct the errors into which you 
have fallen, devolves upon me a duty which I must not decline; but 
in performing it I mean to be as cautious as you profess to have 
been, to abstain from any ‘wanton discourtesy," dnd I hope to be 
alike successful. Your prudent respect for the “5th article of 
war" has induced you to hold me ostensibly responsible for many 
things which, you are aware, are not fairly chargeable to me. The 
device you have adopted to assail the President, by aiming your 
blows at the Secretary of War, does more credit to your ingenuity 
as an accuser, than to your character as a soldier. À premeditated 
contrivance to avoid responsibility doés not indicate an intention 
not, to do wrong.“ ZEN | 

The general aspect of your letter discloses an evident design te 
create a belief that you were drawn forth from your quiet position 
in a bureau of this department, and assigned to the command of 
our armies in Mexico, for the purpose of being sacrificed; and that, 
to accomplish this end, ‘“‘neglects, disappointments, injuries, and 
rebukes” were ‘‘inflicted’’ on you, and the necessary means of pro- 
secuting the war with success withheld; or, in other words, that 
the government, after preferring you to any other of the gallant 
generals within the range of its choice, had labored to frustrate its 
own plans, to bring defeat upon its own armies, and involve itself 
in ruin and disgrace, for an object so unimportant in its beariag 
upon public affaires A charge so entirely preposterous, so utterly 


repugnant to all the probabilities of human conduct, calls for no 
refutation. | 
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For other purposes than to combat this fondly cherished chimera, 
it is proper that I should notice some of your specific allegations. 
It is true that, after you were designated for the chief command 
of our armies, the President was desirous that your departure 
should not be unnecessarily delayed, but you were not restricted, 
as you allege, to **only four days," to make the necessary prepar- 
ations at Washington. You were not ordered away until you had 
reported that these preparations were so far completed, that your 
presence here was no longer required. Then, instead of going 
directly to Mexico, you were permitted, at your own request, to 
take a circuitous route through New York, and there to remain a 
few days. You staid at New York nearly an entire week; and not 
until the 19th of December (twenty-six days after leaving Wash- 
ington) did you reach New Orleans, where you would have arrived 
in seven days if you had been required to take the direct route. 
This solicited indulgence, by which your arrival at New Orleans 
was delayed nearly three weeks, is incompatible with your allega- 
tion that you were allowed “only four days at Washington, where 
twenty might have been most advantageously employed.” This 
complaint has relation to facts within your own knowledge; error, 
therefore, is hardly reconcileable with any solicitude to be accu- 
rate. As this is your opening charge against the War Department, 
and may be regarded as indicative of those which follow, I shall 
make the refutation of it still more complete, for the purpose of 
showing with what recklessness you have performed the functions. 
of an accuser, and how little reliance, in the present state of your 
feelings, can be placed on your memory. You are the witness by 
whom your allegation is to be disproved. On the day of your de- 
parture from Washington, you left with me a paper in your own 
handwriting, dated November 23d, 1846, with the following. head- 
ing: “Notes, suggesting topics to be embraced in the Secretary’s 
instructions to General S., drawn up (in haste) at the request of 
the former.“ From that paper I extract the following para raph: 
“I [the Secretary of War] am pleased to learn from you [Gene- 
ral Scott] that you have, in a very few days, already, through the 
general staff of the army here, laid a sufficient basis for the pur- 
poses with which you are charged, and that you now think it, best 
to proceed at once to the southwest, in order to organize the largest 
number of troops that can beobtained in time for that most important 
expedition"—the expedition against Vera Cruz. Here is your den 
most explicit admission, that you represented to the Secretary of 
War, before leaving Washington, that arrangements were so far 
completed, that you thought it best to proceed at once to the army 
in Mexico, and yet you make it your opening charge against the 
Department, that you were forced away to Mexico before you had 
time for necessary preparations. i 
I present the next charge in your owu language: “I handed to 
you a written request, that one of three of our accomplished cap- 
tains, therein named, might be appointed assistant ¿djutant gen- 
eral, with the rank of major, for duty with me in the field, and 
there was a vacancy, at the time, for one. My request has never 
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been atténded to; and thus I have had no officer of the adjutant 
general's department with me in the campaign. Can another in- 
stance be cited of denying to a general-in-chief, in the field, at the 
head of a large army, or even a small one, the selection of his 
chief of the staff—that is, the chief in the department of orders and . 
correspondence?” 

Were the case precisely as you have stated it to be, you have 
given too much prominence, as a matter of complaint, to the Pre- 
sident's refusal to be controlled in the exercise of the appointing 
power by your wishes. Had there been a vacancy, such as you 
mention, for one of the “accomplished captains”? you named, no 
one knows better than you do that your request could not have 
been acceded to, without departing from the uniform rule of selec- 
tion for staff appointments—without violating the rights of several 
officers to regular promotion, and offering an indignity to all those 
who held the position of assistant adjutants general with the rank 
of captain. The rule of regular promotion in the staff is as inflex- 
ible, and has been as uniformly observed, as that in the line. It 
must appear surprising that you, who were so deeply “shocked and 
distressed? at the suggestion of appointing, by authority of Con- 
gress, a “citizen lieutenant general," or vesting the President with 
power to devolve the command of the army on a major general, 
without regard to priority in the date of his commission, should, in 
your first request after being assigned to command, ask the Presi- 

dent to disregard the rights of, at least, four officers, as meritorious 
as the “three accomplished captains’? named by you. The Presi- 
dent's views on this subject undoubtedly differ from yours. His 
regard for the rights of officers is not graduated by their rank. 
Those of captains and. major generals have equal value in his esti- 
mation, and an equal claim to his respect and protection. I can- 
not admit that it is a just ground of censure and rebuke against the 
t head of the War Department,” that the President did not see fit, 
in order to gratify your feelings eof favoritism, to disregard the 
claims, and violate the rights, of all the assistant adjutants gene- 
ral of the rank of captain then in commission. 

But, so far as it is made a ground of complaint and reproof, this 
is not the worst aspect of the case. You are entirely mistaken in 
the assertion that there was then a vacancy in the adjutant gene- 
ral’s staff, with the rank of major, to which either of the captains 
recommended by you could have been properly appointed. There 
was no such vacancy. To show the correctness of this statement, 
and to demonstrate your error, I appeal to the army register and 
the records of the adjutant general's office. Your mistake as to 
an obvious fact, lying within the range of matters with which you 
are presumed to be familiar, has excited less surprise than the de- 
claration that, by the non-compliance with your request, you «have 
had no officer of the adjutant general’s department with me | you] 
in the campaign." Every officer of that department, at least eight, 
were, as you well knew, subject to your command. When you 
arrived in Mexico there were with the army at least five assistant 
adjutants general, all at your service. That you chose to employ 
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none of them at your head-quarters, and detached from other ap: 
propriate duties an officer to act as an assistant adjutant general, 
may well be regarded as a slight to the whole of that staff then with 
you in Mexico, and a cause of complaint; but certainly not a com- 
plaint to emanate from you against the War Department. Willing as 
I am to presume, though unable to conceive, that circumstances jus- 
tified you in passing over all the assistant adjutants general then 
with the army, and in selecting an officer of the line to perform 
the duties of adjutant general at your head-quarters, I was much 
surprised to learn from you that, when General Worth sent to you 
one of these “accomplished captains,” the first on your list, under 
the belief, that you desired his services as an acting assistant adju- 
tant general, you declined to employ him in that capacity; and I 
am still more surprised to perceive that you have made it a distinct 
ground of charge in your arraignment of the War Department, that 
you were not permitted to have him as an assistant adjutant general 
at your head-quarters. Had you selected him instead of another; 
as vou might have done, you would have been bereft of all pretext 
for complaint. "Though there was no vacanoy in the adjutant gen- 
eral’s staff of the grade of major, for which only you recommended 
the “accomplished captains,’ and to which only they were prop- 
erly eligible, there was a vacancy in it of the rank of captain. 
For this position you recommended an officer in General Wool's 
staff, then on the Chihuahua expedition. This officer was subse- 
quently appointed assistant adjutant general, with the rank of cap- 
tain, as you desired, and has ever since been at the head-quarters 
of that general. Thus it will be perceived that your request, so 
far as it was proper and reasonable, was actually complied with. 
The next specification in the catalogue of charges preferred 
against me is, that a court martial was not instituted by the Presi- 
dent for the trial of General Marshall and Captain Montgomery on 
your charges against them. The offences imputed to them were 
certainly not of an aggravated character. The one, as was al- 
leged, had been incautious In relation to a despatcb, under circum- 
stances that might admit of its coming to the knowledge of the 
enemy; and the other had not carried a despatch with as much ex- 
pedition as you thought he might have done. As one was a gene- 
ral officer, a court to try him must have been composed of officers 
of high rank. Before the order for assembling it could have 
reached Mexico, it was foreseen that your command would be at 
Vera Cruz, and probably engaged in an active siege of that city. 
Officers could not, therefore, have been then sent from your column 
to Monterey or the Rio Grande, (where the court must have been 
held,) without great detriment to the public service. Had you 
been deprived of several officers of high rank, at that criticu] period, 
by the order of the President, it would have afforded a better pre- 
tence of complaint than any one in your extended catalogue. Had 
the court been composed of officers taken from General Taylor's 
command, it would have still further weakened his condition, al- 
ready weak in consequence of the very large force you had with- 
drawn from him. Subsequent events have proved that it was most 
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fortunate the President did not comply with your request, for bad 
he done so, some of the officers highest in rank and most conspic- 
uous at Buena Vista might, at that critical conjuncture, have been 
separated from their commands and engaged on a court at a dis- 
tance from that glorious scene of action. It is not fanciful to sup- 
pose that their absence might have changed the fortune of that 
eventful day, and that, instead of rejoicing, as we now do, in a. 
triumphant victory, among the most brilliant in the whole course 
of the war, we might have had to lament a most disastrous defeat, 
and the almost total loss of the whole force you had left to sustain 
that frontier. 

No man has more reason than yourself to rejoice that no order 
emanated from Washington, though requested by you, which would 
have further impaired the efficiency of General Taylor's command 
in the crisis that then awaited him. ; 

My letter of the 22d of February, conveying the President's 
views in regard to your order depriving Colonel Harney of his ap- 
propriate command, is severely arraigned by you as offensive, both 
in manner and matter.. | . 

The facts in relation to this case of alleged grievance are now 
before the public, and a brief allusion to them will place the trans- 
action in its true light. Under your orders Colonel Harney had 
brought seven companies of his regiment, the 2d dragoons, from 
Monterey to the Brassos, to be under your immediate command; 
and two others, being all of the regiment in Mexico, were expected 
to follow within a few days. In the midst of his high hopes and 
ardent desire for active service, you took from him the command 
of his own regiment, devolved it on one of his junior officers, and 
ordered him back to General Taylor's line, to look for what was 
not inappropriately denominated “ an imaginary command.” Out- 
raged in his feelings and injured in his rights, he respectfully re- 
monstrated; his appeal to your sense of justice was unav@iling. 
Neither to this gallant officer; nor to the President, did you assign 
any sufficient or even plausible reason for this extraordinary pro- 
ceeding. The whole army, I believe, and the whole country, where 
the transaction became known, entertained but one opinion on the 
subject, and that was, that you had inflicted an injury and an outrage 
upon a brave and meritorious officer. Such an act, almost the first 
on your assuming command, boded disastrous consequences to the 
public service, and devolved upon the President the duty of inter- 
posing to protect the injured officer. This interposition you have 
made a grave matter of accusation against the head of the War 
Department, and have characterized it as a censure and a rebuke. 
It may imply both, and still, being merited, may leave you without 
a pretence for complaint. The President, after alluding to his 
duty to sustain the rights of the officers under your command, as 
well as your own rights, informed you that he did not discover in 
the case, as your had presented it, sufficient cause for such an 
order; that, in his opinion, Colonel Harney had a just cause to 
complain, and that he hoped the matter had been reconsidered by 
you, and the colonel restored to his appropriate command. Your 


Ex. Doc. No. 59. 1"7 


own subsequent course in this case demonstrates the unreasonable- 
ness of your complaint, and vindicates the correctness of the 
President's proceedings. You had really rebuked and censured 
your own conduct, for even before you had received the President's 
views, you had, as he hoped you would, reconsidered the matter, 
become convinced of your error, reversed your own order, and re- 
stored Colonel Harney to his command; thus giving the strongest 
evidence in favor of the propriety and correctness of all the Presi- 
dent had done in the case. I give you too much credit for steadi- 
ness of purpose, to suspect that you retraced your steps from mere 
caprice, or for any other cause than a conviction that you had 
fallen into error. After the matter had thus terminated, it appears 
unaccountable to me that you, who above all others should wish it 
to pass into oblivion, have again called attention to it by making 
it an item in your arraignment of the War Department. 

You strugglein vain to vindicate your course in this case, by re- 
ferring to your own acts in the campaign of 1814. You then sent 
away, as you allege, against their wishes, three senior field offi- 
cers, of as many regiments, who were infirm, uninstructed, and in- 
efficient, in favor of three juniors, and with the subsequent appro- 
bation of Major General Brown and the head of the War Depart- 
ment.? This precedent does not, in my judgment, change the as- 
pect of the present case. Colonel Harney was not “infirm, unin- 
structed, and inefficient;? you did not assign, and in deference to 
the known opinion of the army and country, you did not venture 
to assign that reason for deposing him. I do not understand the 
fo.ce of your logical deduction, that, because you, on a former oc- 
casion, had deprived officers under you of their commands, for good 
and sufficient reasons, with subsequent approval, you may now, 
and at any time, do the same thing, without any reason whatever; 
and if the President interposes to correct the procedure, you have a 
just cause to complain of an indignity, and a right to arraign the 
War Department. S 

As your animadversion upon the tone of my letter is, probably, 
not a blow aimed at a much more conspicuous object, to be reached 
through me, I ought, perhaps, to pass it without notice. On revis- 
ion of that letter, I cannot perceive that it is not entirely respectful 
in manner and language. The views of the President are therein con- 
fidently expressed, because they were confidently entertained. It 
seems to be admitted by you that, if dictated to the greenest general 
of the recent appointments,” the letter would not have been excep- 
tionable. I was not aware that it was my duty to modify and grad- 
uate my style, so as to meet, according to your fastidious views, the 
various degrees of greenness and ripeness of the generals, to whom 
I am required to convey the orders of the President; and for any 
d e defect in my official communications, I have no apology to 
offer. 

In the same letter, wherein you complain of being censured for 
your course in relation to Colonel Harney, yousay, I am now rebuked 
for the unavoidable—nay wise, if it had not been unavoidable—re- 
lease, on parole, of the prisoners taken at Cerro Gordo—even be- 
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fore one word of commendation from government had reached this 
army, on account of its gallant conduct in the capture of those pri- 
soners.? Accident alone, not any oversight or neglect on my part, 
has given you the apparent advantage of the aggravation, which 
you have artfully thrown into this charge. My letter commending 
yourself and the gallant army under your command, for the glori- 
ous achievement at Cerro Gordo, was written and sent to you on 
the 19th of May—eleven days before that which you are pleased to 
consider as containing a rebuke. | 

But I meet the main charge with a positive denial. You never 
were rebuked for discharging the prisoners taken at Cerro Gordo. 
This issue can be tried by the record. All that was ever said on 
the subject is contained in the following extract from my letter of 
the 31st of May. 

« Your course hitherto, in relation to prisoners of war, both men 
and officers, in discharging them on parole, has been liberal and 
kind; but whether it ought to be still longer continued, or in some 
respects changed, has been under the consideration of the President, 
and he has directed me to communicate to you his views on the 


‘subject. He is not unaware of the great embarrassment their de- 


tention, or the sending of them to the United States, would occa- 
sion; but, so far as relates to the officers, he thinks they should 
be detained until duly exchanged. In that case, it will probably 
be found expedient to send them, or most of them, to the United 
States. You will not, therefore, except for special reasons in par- 
ticular cases, discharge the officers, who may be taken prisoners, 
but detain them with you, or send them to the United States, as 
ou shall deem most expedient.” 

If I understand the force of terms, there is nothing in this lan- 
guage which, by fair interpretation, can be made to eXpress or im- 
ply a rebuke. I cannot conceive that any mind, other than one of 
a diseased sensitiveness, over anxious to discover causes for com- 
pleint and accusation; could imagine that anything like a rebuke 
was Contained in this extract; yet on this unsubstantial basis alone 
rests the charge, over and over again presented, that you were re- 
buked by the War Department, for discharging the prisoners cap- 
tured at Cerro Gordo. If, in a case where it was so easy to be right 
and so difficult to get wrong, you could fall into such an obvious 
mistake, what may not be expected from you in otber matters, 
where your perverted feelings have a freer and a wider range ? 

Before considering your complaints, for not having been supplied 
with sufficient means for transportation for the expedition against 
Vera Cruz, I will notice your “four memorials” to the War De- 
partment, in which you demonstrated, as you state, that Vera Cruz 
was the true base of operations, and that the enemy's capital could 
not, probably, be reached from the Rio Grande.” 

I cannot discover the pertinency of your allusion to these four 
memorials, except it be to put forth a claim to the merit of origi- 
nating the expedition against Vera Cruz, and of being the first to 
discover that the most practicable route to the city of Mexico was 
from that point on the Gulf; but your known abhorence for a “ pruri- 
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ency of fame not earned,” ought to shield you from the suspicion of 
such an infirmity. 

Ë I am sure you are not ignorant of the fact—but, if you are, it is, ne- 
vertheless, true—that the expedition against Vera Cruz had been 
.for some time under consideration; that great pains had been taken 
to get information, as to the defences of that city, the strength of 
` the castle, and the difficulties which would attend the debarkation 
of troops; that maps had been procured and carefully examined; 
that pe-sons who had resided there, and officers of the army and 
navy, had been consulted on the subject, and the enterprise actually 
resolved on before the date of your first memoir, and before you 
were thought of to conduct it. 

As early as the 9th of July, 1846, within two months after the 
declaration of war, and before the main body of troops raised for 
its proseeution had reached the scene of operations, considerate 
attention had been given to that subject. On that day a letter, from 
this department to General Taylor, thus alludes to a movement from 
Vera Cruz into the interior of the enemy's country. 

“Tf from all the information you may communicate to the depart- 
ment, as well as that derived from other sources, it should appear 
that the difficulties and obstacles to the conducting of a campaign, 
from the Rio Grande, the present base of your operations, for any 
considerable distance into the interior of Mexico, will be very 
great, the department will consider whether the main invasion 
should not ultimately take place from some point on the coast—say 
Tampico, or some other point in the vicinity of Vera Cruz. This 
suggestion is made with a view to call your attention to it, and to 
obtain from you such information as you may be able to impart. 
Should it be determined that the main army should invade Mexico 
at some other point than the Rio Grande—say the vicinity of Vera 
Cruz—a large and sufficient number of transport vessels could be 
placed at the mouth of the Rio Grande, by the time the healthy 
season sets in—say early in November. The main army, with all 
its munitions, could be transported, SE a sufhcient force behind 
to hold and occupy the Rio Grande, and all the towns and provinces 
which you may have conquered before that time. In the event of 
such being the plan of operations, your opinion is desired, what 
increased force, if any, will be required to carry it out with suc- 
cess. We learn that the army could be disembarked a few miles 
distant from Vera Cruz, and readily invest the town in its rear, 
without coming within the range of the ds of the fortress of San 
Juan d'Ulloa. The town could be readily taken by land, while the 
fortress, being invested by land and sea, and all communication cut 
off, must soon fall. From Vera Cruz to the city of Mexico, there 
is a fine road, upon which the diligences or stage coaches run daily. 
The distance, from Vera Cruztothe city of Mexico, is not more than 
one third of that from the Rio Grande to the city of Mexico." 

The subject was again brought into view, on the 13th of October, 
in the same year, and more particularly on the 221 of October, in 
letters addressed to General Taylor. At the last date, the plan had 
been so far matured that several officers of the staff and line were 
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indicated for that service. "This was nearly a month before it was 
determined to employ you with the army in any part of Mexico. 

It was never contemplated here to strike at the city of Mexico, 
from the line occupied by General Taylor, or through any other 
except that from Vera Cruz. If the war was to be pushed to that 
extent, it required no elaborate demonstration; no profound mili- 
tary talent; nothing more than common sagacity and very slight 
reflection on the subject, to see the propriety and the necessity of 
making Vera Cruz the base of military operations. 

An alleged deficiency of means to transport the troops in the ex- 
pedition to Vera Cruz, seems to be most prominently presented and 
most confidently relied' on to sustain your charge ageinst the War 
Department, for neglecting this branch of its duties. I issued, it 
seems to be admitted, the proper order, so far as the means of 
transportation were to be drawn from the north, but the allegation 
is, that it was issued too late and was never executed. It was is- 
sued at least four days before you arrived at New Orleans, on your 
way to the army. If promptly executed, it was a reasonable cal- 
culation that the “ten vessels," alluded to in your letter, would 
have arrived in season to receive the troops, as soon as you could 
collect them, from their remote and scattered positions in the inte- 
rior of Mexico, bring them to the sea coast, and prepare for their 
embarkation. Whether an order for ships to be sent out in ballast, 
issued the 15th of December, was or was not in season for the ser- 
vice they were designed for, depends os the time when the ex- 
pedition could be got ready to sail. To determine this, a regard 
must be paid to what you required to be done preparatory to the 
expedition, rather than what you may have said on that subject. 

A reference to two or three of your requisitions will show that 
no rational hope could be entertained that the expedition would 
set forth before the middle or the last of February. You required, 
as one item of the outfit, one hundred and forty surf boats—all to 
be constructed after you left Washington. "Though the department 
urged a less number, you insisted on all. You estimated the ex- 
pense of each at $200, and thought, by putting the principal ship- 
yards on the Atlantic coast in requisition, they might be con- 
structed by the first of January. To show what reliance was to be 
placed on your calculation, I refer to the fact, that though due re- 
gard to economy was had in procuring these boats, each cost on an 
average $950—nearly fivefold your estimate. Conceding that you 
erred much less as to the time within which they could be con- 
structed—nay, more, admitting they could have been ready by the 
first of January, and sooner you did not expect they could be made, 
*5y no reasonable calculation could they have reached the coast of 
Mexico before the first of February. The expedition could not go 
forth without them. In your letter to me, dated the 28th of Feb- 
ruary, off Lobos, you state that but a small part of the transports 
engaged at New Orleans, under your orders of the 28th December, 
had arrived, and“ not one of the ten ordered by your memorandum 
of the 15th of that month, and the whole were due at the Brasos on 
the 15th of January." Having thus shown, by your own opinion, 


- 


Ex. Doc. No. 59. 21 


that under my order “ the ten vessels? ought to have been at the 
Brasos at least fifteen days before the expedition could have been 
ready to sail, I have vindicated myself from your charge of having 
neglected my duty by not issuing that order at an earlier date. If 
issued earlier, it would have involved a largely increased expendi- 
ture for demurrage, and resulted in no public benefit. 

But the graver part of this charge is, that none of these“ ten 
vessels? ever arrived. Relying,” you say in the letter now un- 
der consideration, *upon them [the ten vessels] confidently, the 
embarkation was delayed in whole or in part at the Brasos and 
Tampico, from the 15th of January to the 9th of March, leaving, 
it was feared, not half the time needed for the reduction of Vera 
Cruz and its castle before the return of the yellow fever.” To 
whomsoever the calamitous consequences of the non-arrival of these 
“ten vessels? and your “(cruel disappointment” in relation to them 
are imputable, he has certainly involved himself in a serious re- 
sponsibility: I hope to remove the whole of it from “t the head of 
the War Department," and entertain some apprehensions that it 
will fall, in part, upon the commanding general of the expedition. 

The execution of the most difficult branch of duties appertain- 
ing to a military expedition—providing for transportation—is by 
the distribution of the business in the War Department allotted to 
the quartermaster general. As an expedition against Vera Cruz 
had been resolved on sometime before you were assigned to take 
command of it, General Jesup had gone to New Orleans to be in 
the best position to make the necessary preparations for such an 
enterprise. From his great knowledge and long experience in mili- 
tary affairs, not only in his appropriate department, but as a com- 
mander in the field, the government thought it fortunate that you 
could have the advice and assistance of so able a counsellor. 

Your suggestion that it might be necessary to send ships in bal- 
last from tke north for transports, was not neglected or unheeded 
by me. Whether it would be necessary or not, depended, accord- 
ing to your statement to me, upon the means of transportation 
which could be procured at New Orleans, &c. My first step was 
to write to the quartermaster general, then at that place, for infor- 
mation on that subject. In my letter to him of the 11th of Decem- 
ber, I said: „It is expected that most of the vessels in the service 
of the quartermaster’s department can be used as transports for the 
expedition. It will be necessary that the department here should 
know what portion of the transportation can be furnished by the 
ordinary means which the quartermaster’s department has now un- 
der its control for the purposes of its expedition. I have to request 
that information on this point should be furnished without delay. 

“ Another point upon which the department desires information, 
is, what amount of means of transportation, for such an expedition, 
can be furnished at New Orleans, Mobile, and in that quarter. 

The expense of procuring transports from the Atlantic cities 
will be exorbitant. Freights is very high, and most of the good 
vessels are engaged for the ordinary purposes of commerce.” 

It is important to bear in mind that you saw this-letter on your 
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first arrival at New Orleans. In writing to me from that place, 
December sn ee observe, “I have seen your letter (in the hands 
of Lieutenant Colonel Hunt) to the quartermaster general, dated 
the 1lth.?” You could not mistake its object, because it was clearly 
expressed. J asked distinctly what means of transportation for 
the expedition can be furnished at New Orleans, &c., and referred 
to the expense and difficulty of procuring transports from the At- 
lantic cities. You could not, therefore, but know that my course, 
as to sending ships in ballast from the north, would be regulated 
by the quartermaster general's reply. While waiting for this in- 
formation, and in order to prevent delay, and be sure not to de- 
serve the imputation you now cast upon me, I issued the order of 
the 15th of December, to which you refer, knowing that it could 
be modified and conformed to the exigencies of the service accord- 
ing to the answer which I should receive-from General Jesup. His 
reply is dated the 27th of December, and in it he says: 

tt Transportation can be provided here for all the troops that may 
be drawn from the army under the command of General Taylor, and 
for all the ordnance, ordna ce stores, and other supplies, which may 
be drawn. either from this depot, [the Brasos,] or from New Orleans. 
The public transports, I mean those owned by the United States, that 
' can be spared for the contemplated operations, it is estimated, will 
carry three thousand men, with all their supplies. Vessels can be 
chartered here on favorable terms for any additional transportation 
that may be required.” This letter was submitted to, and read by, 
you, as appears from your endorsement thereon. After referring 
to some other matters in the letter, you conclude your endorse- 
ment as follows: **I recommend that Brevet Major General Jesup's 
suggestions be adopted.” This fact shows that the letter received 
your particular attention. 

When this letter, which you knew was forwarded to the de- 
partment, was here received, showing tbat your apprehended 
difficulty in obtaining sufhcient transportation at tbe south was 
unfounded, and that it could be provided in that quarter in great 
abundance on favorable terms, my order of the 15th of Decem- 
ber, so far, and only so far, as it related to sending out vessels 
in ballast, was countermanded. It is strange indeed that, after you 
were made acquainted with the object of my inquiries and General 
Jesup’s letter in reply to them, you should have looked for trans- 
port vessels in ballast from the Atlantic cities; and, still more 
strange, that their non-arrival should be the proof you rely on to 
convict me of having neglected my duty in this instance. If, in 
truth, you delayed the expedition nearly two months for these 
transports, I am blameless; the responsibility is in another quarter. 
It cannot be said that this statement, as to the sufficiency of trans- 
pore to be obtained at the south, had an implied reference to what 

had ordered from the Atlantic cities; for my order was then un- 
known to yourself and the quartermaster general. You first re- 
ceived a copy of it several days after the date of General Jesup’s 
letter to me, and of your endorsement thereon. [See your letter 
to me of the 12th of January.] Resisted, as you were, by head 
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winds,” enveloped in ''frightful northers,” and oppressed with 
complicated and perplexing duties in arranging and preparing the 
expedition against Vera Cruz, some temporary bewilderment may 
be excused; but to charge the War Department with your own 
misa prehensions and mistakes is inexcusable. w 

My reply to your accusations forces me to expose some of your 
misstatements of fact. You allege that the expedition, for the want 
of the“ ten vessels,? was delayed from the 157% of January to the 
9th of March. You certainly mean to be understood thet, on the 
15th of January, your troops were ready to embark, and were de- 
layed for want of these transports; but this was not so, and I am 
indebted to you for most abundant proof to establish your inaccu- 
racy. The ot body of your troops, for the expedition, was 
drawn from General Taylor’s command at Monterey and in the in- 
terior of Mexico, and no part of them had reached either the Brazos 
or Tampico, the points of embarkation, on the 15th of January. 
In your letter, of the 12th of that month, to General Brooke, at 
New Orleans, you said: (I have now to state that it is probable 
the troops I have called for from General Taylor’s immediate com- 
mand, to embark here [the Brazos] and at Tampico, will not reach 
those points till late in the present month, [January,] say about 
the 25th.” In a letter to me, of the 26th of January, you remark 
that General Butler responded to your call for the troops with the 
utmost promptitude, and. that General Worth made an admirable 
movement: “(the head of his division arrived with him at the mouth 
of the Rio Grande the day before yesterday,” [24th January.] 
When the remainder came up, is not stated; yet one of your“ naked 
historical facts? places the whole command at the points of embar- 
kation, waiting for the ‘ten vessels” at least nine days before the 
actual arrival of any part of them. But, if they had been there, 
why should they have been detained for these vessels? In the 
same letter, written but two days after the arrival of the head of 
the first division, and probably before the other troops had come 
up, you say: “(that the quartermaster general, Brevet Major Gen- 
eral Jesup, at New Orleans, I find, has taken all proper measures, 
with judgment and promptitude, to provide everything depending 
on his department for the despatch and success of my expedition.” 
If more was wanted, cumulative proof might be drawn from the 
same source—your own correspondence—to show, not only that 
this charge against me has no foundation in truth, but that you can 
have no apology for having preferred it. 

After showing how unfortunate you have been in your specific 
charges, I may, with propriety, meet those of a general and sweep- 
ing character with a less particular detail of proofs to show their 

roundlessness. | | 

Though the (ten vessels" were not, for the very sufficient rea- 
sons I have assigned, sent out in ballast from the Atlantic cities, 
yet a very large number were sent thence with stores, supplies, and 
troops to co-operate in the expedition. In General Jesup's letter 
to me, of the 17th instant, a copy of which is sent herewith, he 
states that fifty-three ships, barques, brigs, and schooners, were 
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sent from the north, and the department actually furnished, at New 
Orleans, Brazos, and Tampico, for the army, before it took up the 
line of march into the interior, one hundred and sixty-three 
vessels. 

I have alluded to the large number of surf-boats, and the great 
difficulty of procuring them, as the cause of the delay in their ar- 
rival. I have, also, a similar reason to offer in reply to your com- 
plaint for not having seasonably received the siege-train and ord- 
nance supplies. The delay is to be ascribed to the enormously 
large outfit you required. If it was necessary, and despatch was 
used in procuring it, no one is in fault; if too large, you certainly 
should not regard, as a reprehensible delay, the time necessarily 
taken up in preparing it. To show that it was large, and required 
much time to procure it, I will select from many, a single item. 
You demanded from eighty to one hundred thousand ten-inch shells, 
and forty or fifty mortars of like calibre. This enormous quantity 
of shells—about four thousand tons— was mostly to be manufactured 
after you left Washington. All the furnaces in the country, wil- 
ling to engage in the business, were set to work; but, with the ut- 
most diligence and despatch, the supply of this one article, or even 
two-thirds of it, having to be manufactured and transported to the 
seaboard from the furnaces, (located, in most instances, in the in- 
terior of the country,) at a season of the year when water commu- 
nications were obstructed by ice, could not be ready to be sent for- 
ward to you in many months after your departure from Washington. 
Had your requisitions been moderate, and, undoubtedly, more mod- 
erate ones would have sufficed, they could have been furnished at 
a much earlier period. 

The memorandum which you left “for the siege train and am- 
munition therefor,” was submitted to me by the ordnance depart- 
ment on the 26th of November, with an intimation that it could 
not be complied with in season for the expedition to go forward as 
early as you had contemplated. I endorsed upon it, “ comply with 
the above as far as practicable; and this order, I am satisfied, 
after full examination, was faithfully executed. 

What could be done at Washington, was done promptly. You 
had with you the Quartermaster General, with all the means at the 
command of the War Department, and with unrestricted authority 
to do whatever you might require. He was under your supervis- 
ion, and subject to your orders, able and willing to execute them; 
and you have never intimated that he, in any respect, failed in his 
duty, but, on the contrary, you have spoken in highly commen- 
datory terms of his efficient services. I have already quoted your 
acknowledgment that he had “taken all proper measures, with 
judgment and promptitude, to provide everything depending on 
his department for the despatch and success of your expedition.” 
In an issue of fact between you and the head of the War Depart- 
ment, his testimony, next to your own confessions, is the best that 
can be offered to correct your misstatements, and to refute your 
charges. In his letter to me of the 2d of January, 1847, he says: 
„General Scott left for the interior on the 29th ultimo, and I am 


Ex. Doc. No. 59. 95 


taking active measures to have everything depending upon me 
ready for his operations. The quartermaster's department, I find, 
is called upon to do a great deal that should be done by other 
branches of the staff. So far as General Scott's operations go, I 
shall have everything done that is necessary, whether it belongs 
to my department or to other departments to do it.“ You had with 
you, and subject to your orders, not only the Quartermaster Gen- 
eral, but officers of the other staff departments. They did not look 
to the War Department, but to yourself, for directions; and it was 
your duty, and not mine, to see that your requirements were com- 
plied with. That they were so, to the utmost practicable extent, 
I have no reason to doubt; but, if they were not, the fault, if 
any, is not with the War Department. You also gave the instruc- 
tions in relation to providing the means of land transportation, and 
the officers charged with that duty were under your immediate 
control; and, if there is blame anywhere for any deficiency in this 
respect, it cannot be imputed to the War Department. Your whole 
correspondence with me, and the staff officers with you, shows that 
you very properly took upon yourself the whole charge of giving 
directions in this matter. In a letter to Captain Hetzel, senior 
quartermaster at the Brazos, speaking on the subject of the land 
transportation which may be needed after the descent on the 
enemy's coast, near Vera Cruz, you say: “I have already discussed 
and arranged with you the detail of the early land transportation 
train,“ Kc. On the 19th of March you furnished General Jesup 
with your estimates and directions on this subject. The staff ofh- 
cers being with you, and under your orders, nothing further was, 
or properly could be, required or expected to emanate from Wash- 
ington beyond the supply of funds; and, this being done, if you 
were disappointed in not realizing your expectations, you have not 
a colorable pretence for imputing blame to * the head of the War 
Department.“ 

As a ground of complaint, and a matter of accusation, you 
refer to your deficiency of means to make the descent, and to 
capture the city of Vera Cruz and the castle of San Juan d' Ulloa, 
and assume that the extent of that deficiency was the difference 
between what you received and what you required. It would be 
quite as correct reasoning to say that what you had having proved 
sufficient for the purpose, the difference showed the extent of the 
errors in your estimates. The truth lies, perhaps, between the two 
extremes. You had less, probably, than you should have had, and 
you required much more than was necessary. "That you did not 
have more, and, indeed, all you asked for, I have.already shown, 
was not the fault of the War Department. 

General Jesup was with you at Vera Cruz, saw your means, and 
is capable of forming an estimate of their sufficiency. He is, as 
his letter herewith shows, disposed to be just, and even generous 
to your fame. To his opinion on the subject, no well founded ex- 
ception can be taken. He says, in reference to your complaints on 
account of a deficient supply of surf boats, siege train, and ord- 
nance stores, “the result shows that he [General Scott] had surf 
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boats and stores enough;? and of the delay of which you com- 
plain, he fully exonerates the War Department, and ascribes the 
whole to yourself and to unavoidable accidents. 

The imputation that you were designedly crippled in your means, 
is a charge as preposterous as it is unfounded. 

I am aware that the execution of some of the many arrange- 
ments for the Vera Cruz expedition was obstructed and delayed 
by accidents; but they were such as human sagacity could not 
forsee, or human agency control. "They were not, however, more 
than a considerate mind, bringing: into view all the vast difficulties 
of the case, would have expected. When your complaints on this 
subject were first received here, evincing, as they did, that you 
intended- to hold the department responsible for every untoward 
event, the heads of the several bureaus were called on by me to 
show how they had executed the duties which had been confided 
to them, particularly in regard to matters referred to by you. The 
evidence they presented of having done all tbat was required, or 
could have been expected, convinced me, and I venture to say 
that, on a full examination, it will satisfy any mind open to con- 
viction, that all your complaints, so far as they imputed blame to 
the War Department, or any of its branches, are unfounded. [t 
will do much more—it will show that great industry, promptness, 
uncommon capacity, and extraordinary exertions, in relation to 
every thing connected with the war, have characterized the action 
of each of these subordinate departments. As a commendation 
justly merited by these several branches of the department, as- 
sailed, as they are, indirectly by you, I see no good reason for 
withholding my opinion, that an instance cannot be found where 
so much has been done, and well done, in so short a time, by any 
similar body of officers, under similar circumstances. 

As you have, by implication, laid a heavy hand upon the bureau 
which is charged with the onerous duties of executing the laws 
and orders for raising and sending forward the recruits and levies, 
I feel bound to affirm that you have done to that branch of the pub- 
lic service the greatest injustice. No industry has been spared, no 
possible effort omitted to raise the forces which were authorized, 
and to send them to their destination within the briefest practicable 
period. The numerous orders, issued from the adjutant’s general's 
office, and its voluminous correspondence on that subject, will sus- 
tain this assertion. 

You have pressed with unwonted zeal the charge in relation to di- 
verting the detachments of the new regiments under Gen. Cad wal 
der's command to the Brassos, and have indulged in the wildest spe- 
culations as'to the sad consequences which attended this imputed 
error. Ássuming that my orders diverted these troops, or any others, 
(an assertion which I shall controvert hereafter,) the circumstances 
justified the measure. The critical condition of General Taylor, 
according to all accounts received here at that time, is stated in my 
letter to you of the 22d of March. To show that the department 
acted properly, though it incurred your reproof, it is necessary to 
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recall the facts as they then appeared here. They are presented in 
the following extract from that letter: 

«c The information which has just reached us, in the shape of ru- 
mors, as to the situation of General Taylor and the forces under 
his command, has excited the most painful apprehensions for their 
safety. It is almost certain that Santa Anna has precipitated the 
large army he had collected at San Luis de Potosi upon General 
Taylor, and it may be that the general has not been able to main- 
tain the advanced position he had seen fit to take at Agua Nueva, 
but has been obliged to fall back on Monterey. It is equally cer- 
tain that a Mexican force has been interposed between Monterey 
and the Rio Grande, and that it has interrupted the line of com- 
‘munication between the two places, and seized large supplies which 
were on the way to General Taylor’s army. 

* If the hostile force between the Rio Grande and General Tay- 
lor's army is as large as reports represent it, our troops now on that 
river may not be able to re-establish the line, nor will it, perhaps, 
be possible to place a force there sufficient for the purpose, in time 
to prevent disastrous consequences to our army, unless aid can be 
afforded from the troops under your immediate command. 

** From one to two thousand of the new recruits for the ten regi- 
ments, from this quarter, will be on the way to the Brassos, in the 
course of three or four days. All the other forces will be directed 
to that point, and every effort made to relieve General Taylor from 
his critical situation. You will have been fully apprised, before 
this can reach you, of the condition of things in the valley of the 
Rio Grande and at the head-quarters of General Taylor, and have 
taken, I trust, such measures as the importance of the subject re- 
quires. I need not urge upon you the fatal consequences. which 
would result from any serious disaster which might befal the army 
under General Taylor, nor do I doubt that you will do what is in 
your power to avert such a calamity.” 

The course pursued by the War Department on that occasion, 
which you convert into a charge, must, on revision, I:think, com- 
mend itself to general approbation. Had it been indifferent to the 
alarming condition of General Taylor's army, and forborne to use, 
at the earliest moment, the most energetic mezsures to guard against 
the fatal consequences of its defeat, then too probable, it would 
have deserved an arraignment as severe as that which you have 
made against it, for having done its duty in that critical emergency. 
When you first received the reasons assigned for the course adopted 
here, they appear to have been satisfactory. In your despatch of 
the 28th of April you say: „ Yesterday I learned by your letter of 
the 22d, and the adjutant general's of the 26th ultimo, that all 
the recruits of the regiments, some 3,000, raised, or likely to be 
raised, in time for this army, have been ordered to the Rio Grande." 
You did not then intimate the slightest dissatisfaction, not even a 
premonitory symptom of that deep distress with which, instantly 
on Mr. Trist’s arrival in Mexico, you represent yourself to have 
been seized. It is a coincidence, not unworthy of notice, that the 
letter containing your first condemnatory remark on this subject, 
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was written on the day of the date of Mr. Trist’s first note to you, 
and. only the day before your captious reply to it, and in both you 
assail the War Department. Your withering disappointment seems 
to have slumbered for ten days, and then to have been aroused by 
the appearance of Mr. Trist in Mexico, and your quarrel with him. 
If the order from the War Department had in fact“ diverted’? the 
forces with General Cadwalader, still it was fully justified by the 
threatening aspect of affairs on the Rio Grande; but I am quite 
*sure that it did not divert them. No previous order from the de- 
artment had designated any other place of rendezvous than the 
rassos, for the troops that were to join your column. It was weli 
understood, before you left Washington, that all the troops for both 
armies were to be sent to that place, and there to fall under your 
command. This arrangement was not, nor was it expected that it 
. would be, here changed, until you;had penetrated so far into the 
' enemy’s country as to render your communication with that place 
* rendezvous difficult and dilatory. 
ou also complain that the order was not countermanded. Ií 
there had been such an order, and it had been countermanded, what 
would have been the consequence? The troops would have gone 
forward from the United States, under the former orders of the de- 
partment, which would have taken them to the same place. 

You allege that“ the news of the victory of Buena Vista reached 
Washington in time to countermand Cadwalader’s orders for the 
Rio Grande, before his departure from New Orleans.” I notice this 
specification of neglect of duty, to show the extent to which you 
have carried your fault finding, and the industry with which you 
have searched for occasions to indulge it. 

Your assumption is that the news of the victory of Buena Visti 
should have satisfied the War Department that Cadwalader’s force: 
were not needed on the Rio Grande, and the omission to counter- 
mand, as soon as that news was received, the orders to send them 
there was a neglect deserving severe animadversion. How did you 
act under similar circumstances? With better means of information, 
as to the actual condition of the Rio Grande frontier after the victory 
of Buena Vista, you did not deem it prudent, after being forty-one 
days in possession of the news of that victory, to issue positive 

` orders to remove a single man from that frontier; yet, you venture 
to censure me for not having sent the troops away the moment the 
news reached Washington. | 

You received information of that victory on or before the 14th 
of March, for on that day you proclaimed itin orders to your 
army. On the 25th of April, more than forty days thereafter, yot 
issued an order to the commanding officer at the Brassos, to em- 
bark for Vera Cruz “such detachments of the new regiments as 
may have been ordered by the War Department to Point Isabel;" 
but you made it conditional, with reference to the safety of the 
line of the Rio Grande, and said to that officer that you relied upon 
his “ sound judgment to determine on the spot, whether that line 
would not be too much exposed by the withdrawal of the troops in 
question." Thus it appears that you do not hesitate to impute 
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neglect of duty to me, for not having adopted and acted on the 
conclusion that the line of the Rio Grande was safe the moment 
I heard of the victory of Buena Vista; but, when acting on the 
same subject, you dared not adopt that conclusion, although you 
had been in possession of the same information forty-one days. 
Your own conduct in this matter completely refutes this charge 
of yours against the War Department; it does more, it shows how 
rash and inconsiderate you have been in selecting topics for at- 
tack. | | í 

But the most serious consequences are attrıbuted to the long de- 
lay of these troops at the Brassos. For your sake, sincerely 
hope these consequences are much exaggerated, because I am quite 
confident it will be shown that you alone are responsible for the 
delay. The War Department did not—and it was proper that it 
should not—issue any order in regard to the movement of the 
troops after their arrival in Mexico. The order from the depart- 
ment, of the 30th of April, making a division of the. new levies 
between the two columns, does not contradict this assertion, for 
these levies were then mostly within the United States; only por- 
tions of them had then reached Mexico. Until this order took effect, 
the troops at the Brassos, and, indeed; on the Rio Grande and with 
General Taylor, were under your entire and unrestricted command. 
As to this matter you were under no misapprehension, for, on the 
25th of April, and before you were informed what had been done 
here to secure the Rio Grande line, you issued an order in relation 
to the troops at the Brassos. "This place, you well knew, was the 
general rendezvous of the new levies from the United States; and 
before you sailed on your expedition to Vera Cruz, you were noti- 
fied that the Mexican army were advancing upon General Taylor. 
To have assumed that you had not left at the Brassos, with a view 
to meet any probably contingency, orders for the proper disposi- 
tion of the troops which were or might be sent there, would have 
implied an opinion that you wanted suitable qualifications for the 
high station which had been assigned to you. "These troops were 
a part of your command, and subject to your orders; and if the 
remained one day at the Brassos after it was there known that they 
were not needed on the Rio Grande line, and would be serviceable 
with your column, the fault was entirely your own, and in no wise 
imputable to the War Department. If your opinion be not ex- 
travagant, and you say it is not, that but for the diversion of Gen- 
eral Cadwalader’s forces from you, and the“ much precious time“ 
lost at the Brassos, you“ might easily have taken this city (Mexico) 
in the month of June, and at one-fifth of the loss sustained in 
August and September," you have, indeed, a most fearful account 
to settle with your country. | 

I cannot, however, but regard your speculative opinions on this 
subject as fanciful and wild. You greatly over estimate the forces 
which landed at the Brassos, and subsequently joined you. From 
the best calculations which can be made from data in the adjutant 
general’s office, the number was much less than you imagine, and 
did not probably exceed one thousand. As the refutation of your 
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charge against the department for diverting these troops is in no 
wise impaired by their number, be it more or less, it is not impor- 
tant to inquire into that matter; but there is a question of serious 
import, which I think the country will expect you to answer. If 
these néw levies, which had just entered the service, would have en- 
abled you to capture the city of Mexico in June, with a com- 
paratively small loss, why did you at the very time you discovered 
that they were so much needed, and would have been so useful, 
send away from your army three times as many volunteers, who 
had been many months in service, and were, as you acknowledge, 
«respectable in discipline and efficieney,".and who had distin- 

uished themselves:at Vera Cruz and Cerro Gordo,and in the hour 
of peril had fought by the side of your veteran troops, and mer- 
ited an honorable share in the glory of those memorable conflicts? 

The period of their engagement had not expired. When thus sent 
away but one of the seven regiments had less than thirty, and most 
of them had more than forty-five days to serve. According to your 
own opinion, concurred in by the department, they could have been 
legally retained on your line of operations till the last hour of 
their engagement. If not deemed expedient to take them on to- 
wards Mexico with you, their servicesatthat critical period would 
have been of inestimable value in holding the post at Jalapa, so 
important and so unexpectedly abandoned, and in Meeping open the 
communication between Vera Cruz and your head-quarters, whereby 
supplies, munitions, and recruits. could be safely and expeditiously 
forwarded to you. Had this been done you would have been spared 
the trouble of inditing many items of grievance and complaint 
against the War Department, for having failed to furnish them. 
If you had retained the twelve months’ volunteers until the end of 
their agreement—and no sufficient reason has yet been shown for 
their premature discharge—you might, for a season at least, have 
received without much obstruction, supplies from the main depót on 
the gulf ; the army might have been sterngthened by reinforcements 
at an earlier period, and many of the revolting scenes of barbarity 
on the road from Vera Cruz to Jalapa, in which so many lives of 
our fellow citizens have been sacrificed by the ruthless guerilleros, 
would not have occurred. | 

Another and still more lamentable calamity is, I think, fairly to 
be ascribed to the early obstruction of this important line of com- 
munication. The brave and patriotic men who were hurried on to 
. Mexico in small detachments, in order to reinforce your army, 

were unexpectedly but necessarily detained at Vera Cruz until the 
numbers there eollected were sufficient to force their way through 
the strong guerrilla bands which held the difficult passes on the 
Jalapa road. While (bus detained on that inhospitable coast in 
the sickly season, they were exposed to the attacks of a wasting 
pestilence, more formidable and, as it unfortunately proved, more 
destructive than the Mexican army. 

. Wken the unwelcome news of the premature discharge of this 
large body of volunteers was received here, unaccompanied by any 
explanation to show the necessity of the act, it excited very gene- 
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ral surprise and regret; its consequences were at once foreseen, 
but the step had been taken and could not be retraced. It was 
loudly condemned. Many did not believe that a measure which ap- 
peared to be so unwise and so injurious to theoperations of the army 
could have emanated from yourself, but they were less charitable 
towards the President and Secretary of War. Both were de- 
nounced for what you had done; they were unscrupulously 
charged with weakness and incapacity; with being actuated by 
hostility to you, and a desire to secure popularity with the volun- 
teers, nor were these bitter assaults intermitted until it began to be 
suspected that they were misdirected. 

If you really regarded, on the 6th of May, the augmentation of 
your forces as being of such vital importance, it is almost as diffi- 
cult to account for the course taken to re-engage the volunteers, as 
for their premature discharge. I am misled by information on 
which I ought to rely, if many of these volunteers would not have 
continued in service 1f proper measures had been taken at Jalapa, 
while they were indulging the hope of participating in further tri- 
umphs, and of being among *hose who would enjoy the enviable 
distinction of first entering, as victors, the proud capital of the 
Mexican republic. Though the subject wasthere presented to their 
consideration, no vigorous^efforts seem to have been made, no at- 
tempt to form new companies, or to muster them into service, until 
this powerful inducement was weakened or withdrawn; until they 
had been detached from a victorious army, as if no longer deemed 
worthy to be a part of it; sent sixty miles towards their homes, into 
a pestilential region, and there brought within the sympathetic 
influence of the sentiments which, it was natural that many should 
feel and manifest, at the moment of embarking, to return to their 
families and friends. Considering the manner in which the Presi- 
dent's order on this subject was attempted to be executed, it is not 
strange that among more than three thousand patriotic volunteers 
sent away by your order of the 4th of May, only about “fifty in- 
dividuals? were found willing to re-engage. 

You seem to have suddenly conceived the notion of convertin 
the army, like Cortez,” “ into a self-sustaining machine,“ and to 
make the resemblance between yourself and the Spanish hero more 
complete, you indulged a dream of fancy, until you seem to have 
adopted it as a matter of belief, that you were“ doomed at Wash- 
ington,” and you became“ like him always afraid that the next 
ship or messenger might recall or further cripple” you. 

It should not be forgotten that the design of this unaccountable 
military movement was first communicated to Mr. Trist, before you 
had given any intimation of it to your government, and while un- 
der the perturbation of mind which his unwelcome presence in 
Mexico had produced. Had you confided this extraordinary plan 
of a campaign to him, after the“ happy c! ange" in your relations; 
after you had digested his“ farrago of insolence, conceit, and arro- 
gance;“ and, after he too, mistaking notoriety for fame, had sought 
to win it by disobeying the orders of his government, defying its. 
uthority, and assailing its conduct, this distinguishing mark of your 
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_confidence in him would have caused much less surprise. This 
novel conception, so suddenly adopted, was as suddenly carried out— 
your army was indeed converted ‘into a self-sustaining machine“ 
you discharged the twelve months’ volunteers, and broke up your 
post at Jalapa, and on the way to your main depot; ** resolved,” as 
you announced,“ no longer to depend on Vera Cruz or home;" you 
put yourself beyond tbe reach of the supplies which had been 
provided by the government, and rendered yourself, in a great mea- 
sure, inaccessible to the recruits and levies (except in strong par- 
ties) which had been raised to augment your command. In this 
way you rendered unavailing, for a time at least, all that had been 
or could be done by the assiduous and incessant labors of the War 
Department in all its branches, and then you recklessly put forth 
the groundless complaint of **a total want of support and sym- 
pathy” from it. . 

Your letter of the 25th of July, which was not received at Wash- 
ington until the 30th of December last, abounds with complaints 
against the department, and refers in strong'terms to the wants 
and sufferings of the army at that time. Before you venture to make 
its then destitute condition a ground of charge against the War 
Department, you ought to have recollected that these afflictions fell 
upon it in the midst of your experiment of making it ** a self-sus- 
taining machine," and were the legitimate fruits of that experi- 
ment. "These sufferings came upon it before yoür estimated period 
of isolation from ** Vera Cruz and home? had half expired. When 
you had designedly and unnecessarily abandoned both, and entered 
. upon your self-sustaining position, **cut off from all supplies and 
reinforcements from home, until perhaps late in November,” by 
what pretence of justice do you complain of the War Department 
for the distresses you thus voluntarily inflicted upon yourself and 
the gallant army under your command? Something very different 
from censure and reproof is due for the extraordinary efforts which 
were successfully made to reach you with recruits and supplies in 
your sequestered situation, and to rescue you from the embarrass- 
ments in which your ill-judged measure had involved you. I have 
brought into view this unaccountable movement of yours, with no 
purpose to make any comment upon it as a military measure, but 
solely to show that the evils resulting from it are not just grounds 
of accusation against the War Department, and that the labored 
attempt to pervert them to such a purpose, discloses the manner and 
spirit with which you have executed the assumed task of its accuser. 

As you have indulged in the widest range of speculation in re- 
dede to the alleged sinister motives and covert designs of others, I 

eel less reluctant to present my views as to the main object of 
your last communication. Throughout the whole of it, and parti- 
cularly in the concluding part, you manifest the utmost solicitude 
to place yourself in the position of an injured and persecuted man. 
With all the aid you can derive from dextrous strategy, you will 
be likely to fail in your attempt, unless you can have the full ben- 
efit of your high coloring of some facts, and your forgetfulness of 
others, together with all your fanciful conjectures and surmises. 
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Your recal is, you assert, the long suspended “‘blow of power? 
which you had the sagacity clearly to predict. It is somewhat re- 
markable that your predictions preceded the events which you ima- 
gine provoked that blow. As early as the 25th of July—soon after 
“he happy change in my [your] relations, both official and private, 
with Mr. Trist”—you looked, you say, to be dismissed from the 
service of my [your] country.” If your recall can be regarded asa 
dismissal, you are entitled to all the credit of the fulfilment of your 
own early prediction. 

In presenting in its true light the President's compliance with 
your own request to be recalled, which you now denominate your 
dismissal, I may be obliged to strip it of the embellishments you 
have ingeniously thrown around it, though, in doing this, you may 
be deprived of much upon which you depend to sustain your claim 
to be considered a persecuted man. 

As early as June you begged to be recalled. You alkege that this 
application was “‘rebukingly declined." This is not saying the 
exact thing. The reply to your request was, (that it would be de- 
cided with exclusive reference to the public good. When that 
shall render it proper in his (the President's) opinion to withdraw 
you from your present command, his determination to do so will 
be made known to you." This was not a denial, but a suspension 
of present action, accompanied with an assurance of future action 
on the subject. Your request was still pending; a regard to the 
public good then stood in the way of the immediate gratification of 
your wishes, but the President promised to act definitively on the 
question when that obstacle should be removed. Judging from the 
state of things at the head-quarters of the army, in January, he 
concluded that it was removed, and that he ought no longer to re- 
quire of you reluctant service as commanding general. This, cer- 
tainly, cannot be called persecution, or punishment. I do not deem 
it proper to comment on the state of things at the head-quarters of 
the army, to which allusion is made in the letter granting your re- 
quest, nor to express an opinion as to the share of responsibility 
therefor which rests upon yourself or others; that matter is to a 
considerable extent involved in the investigations before the court 
of inquiry now sitting in Mexico. Your request to be recalled, 
thus ultimately granted, was prefaced with imaginary complaints, 
which could not be passed without notice, nor noticed, without 
exposing their groundlessness. If the exposition has given offence, 
you can blame only yourself for introducing complaints so entirely 
unfounded. i 

The crowning outrage, as you regard it, is the simple fact that 
you and “the three arrested officers” are all to be placed together 
before the same court: the innocent and the guilty, the accuser and 
the accused, the judge and his prisoners, are dealt with alike.” 
“Most impartial justice!“ you exclaim. And why is it not impar- 
tial justice? On what ground of right can you claim to have your 
case discriminated from theirs? It is true you have assumed to be 
their judge, and have pronounced them guilty; and complain and 
repine that the laws of the country do not allow you, their accuser, 
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to institute a court to register your decree. But you are not their 
rightful judge, although they were your prisoners. Before that court 
you all stand on the same level, and all have equal rights. Though 
you may have the self-satisfying conviction that you are innocent 
and they are guilty, the government could act upon no such pre- 
sumption. By becoming an accuser you did not place yourself be- 
yond the reach of being accused; and unless you are clothed with 
the immunity of despotic power, and can claim the benefit of the 
maxim „that the king can do no wrong,“ I know not why your 
conduct, when made the subject of charges, may not be investigat- 
ed by a court of inquiry, nor can I perceive what other, or better, 
right you have to complain, and arraign the government, than the 
other officers whom you have accused, and whose cases, with your’s, 
were referred to the same court. If your’s is a hard case, theirs is 
not less so: if you can rightfully complain of persecution by the 
government, so can they, with equal justice, and an equal claim to 
pubiic sympathy. | 

The charges against you did not emanate from the government, 
nor did they relate to a matter in which it could feel any peculiar 
interest. Not believing it impossible for you to do wrong, or that 
you were exempt from all responsibility, for whatever you might 
have done, the government deemed it proper, when charges were 
preferred against you, coming from a source entitled to respect, to 
cause them to be investigated. As the usual and mildest mode of 
proceeding, they were referred to a court of inquiry. Until you 
can show that you enjoy the transcendental privilege to have your 
official conduct exempt from all examination, in any form whatever, 
you have no cause to complain of the coursetaken in regard to the 
charges against you. 

If your extraordinary pretensions are to derive any support from 
your distinguished services in the field, you ought to be mindíul 
that the three accused officers, put under arrest by you, have like 
claims for distinguished services. On the pages of impartial historv 
their names, and their gallant deeds, must appear with your's, and 
no monopolising claims, seeking **malignant exclusions,” at the ex- 
pense of the “truth of history," will be permitted to rob them of 
their fair share of the glory won by our gallant army while under 
your command. 

With your assault upon the character of your '*erratic brother” 
I shall not intermeddle, but I must repel your charge that he has 
been favored for being a political “deserter” to “the true faith," for 
signalizing his *apostacy, by acceptable denunciations of one" to 
whom he had formerly **professed (and not without cause) the high- 
est obligations.” The reasons for not sending your charges against 
Brevet Major General Worth to the court of inquiry are set forth 
in my letter of the 13th of January. I regret that they are so en- 
tirely unsatisfactory to you, but am consoled with the assurance 
that they are in other quarters more favorably received. The errors 
of your commentary on my letter have arisen from your misappre- 
hension of the text. "The principle there laid down is of vital im- 
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portance to subordinate officers, and in no respect impairs the rights 
or the authority of those in chief command. As the principles 
which you arraign are the creations of your own fancy, and have 
no countenance or support from my letter, I am no way impli- 
cated by the “fatal consequences” you deduce from them. Whe- 
ther legitimate or fanciful, they do not disturb the positions laid 
down in my letter. 

I cannot, however, but regard your solicitude for the support of 
discipline to be more ostentatious than profound. When a general 
at the head of an army of freemen, who do not lose their rights as 
citizens by becoming soldiers, sets up pretensions to dictatorial 
power—when he conteinns the authority of his government, and is 
much more ready to censure than to execute its orders and instruc- 
tions—when he denounces as an outrage and a punishment the at- 
tempt to submit his acts, charged to be an offence against a subor- 
dinate officer, to an investigation in the mildest form—when he ad- 
ministers an indignant reproof to his superior for upholding the. 
sacred right to appeal, upon whieh depend the security and protec- 
tion of all under his command—such a general sets an example of 
insubordinate conduct of wide and withering influence upon sound 
military discipline. 

By extending my comments upon your letter, I might multiply 
proofs to show that your accusations against the head of the War 
Department are unjust; that your complaints are unfounded; that 
the cesigns imputed by you to the government, to embarrass your 
operatipns, impair your rightful authority as commander, and to 
offer outrage and insult to your, feelings, are all the mere creations 
of a distempered fancy; but to do more than I have done would, 
in my judgment, be a work of supererogation. 

In conclusion, I may be permitted to say that, as one of the 
President's advisers, I had a full share in the responsibility of the 
act which assigned you to the command of our armies in Mexico. 
I felt interested even more than naturally appertained to my official 

osition that success and glory should signalize your operations. 

t was my duty to bring to your aid the efficient co-operation of 
the War Department. I never had a feeling that did not harmonize 
with the full and fair discharge of this duty. I know it has been 
faithfully performed. There are some men for whom enough can- 
not be done to make them grateful, or even just, unless acts of 
subserviency and personal devotedness are superadded. From you 
I expected bare justice, but have been disappointed. I have found 
you my accuser. In my vindication I have endeavored to maintain 
a defensive line, and if I have gone beyond it at any time, it has 
been done to repel unproked aggression. To your fame I have 
endeavored to be just. I have been gratified with the many occa- 
sions I have had to bear public testimony to your abilities and 
signal services as a military commander in the field. It has been, 
and, under any change in our personal relations, it will continueto | 
be my purpose to be liberal in my appreciation of your distin- 
guished military merits. In respect to your errors and your faults, 
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though I could not be blind, I regret that you have not permitted 
me to be silent. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| W. L. MARCY, 
i Secretary of War. 
To Major General WiNFIELD Scorr, 
U. S. Army, Mexico. 


P. S. Papers herewith sent: 
1. Duplicate of General Jesup’s letter to me of the 18th February, 
1848. 
2. General Jesup’s letter of the 17th instant. 
3. do do 18th do. 


QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington city, February 18, 1848. 


Sin: In reply to the complaint of General Scott, in his despatch 
of the 25th of December, that Lieutenant Colonel Johnson's train 
had returned without one blanket, coat, jacket, or pair of parta- 
loons, the small depot at Vera Cruz having been exhausted by the 
troops under Generals Patterson, Butler, and Marshall, respec- 
tively, all fresh from home, I have the honor to state that, if the 
facts are as set forth by General Scott, the responsibility lies at 
other doors than mine. Understanding fully his views and wishes, 
I made ample provision for the old corps under his command. 
Those corps, I believe, never exceeded in the aggregate seven 
thousand men. To supply them I placed in depot, at Vera Cruz, 
eleven thousand forage caps, fourteen thousand wool jackets, and 
four thousand cotton jackets; fifteen thousand flannel shirts, and 
seventeen thousand cotton shirts; eighteen thousand pairs of wool 
overalls, and four thousand pairs of cotton overalls; seventeen 
thousand pairs of flannel drawers; thirty-seven thousand pairs of 
bootees, (I ordered fifty thousand pairs;) twenty-seven thousand 
pairs of stockings; two thousand four hundred great coats, and nine 
thousand two hundred blankets. These supplies were all sent to 
Vera Cruz previous to the 30th of June. 

I made no provision for the volunteers, for you are well aware I 
had not a single cent that 1 couid legally apply to the purchase of 
clothing for them. If the generals named by General Scott ex- 
hausted the clothing placed in depot at Vera Cruz, by applying it 
to the use of their respective commands, they acted in violation of 
uc 36th article of war, and the general should hold them account- 
able. 

It is known here that several thousand suits of clothing, sent to 
New Orleans and Mexico, for the use of the old army, have been 
issued to the new regiments and to volunteers; but General Scott 
is mistaken in supposing that the depot at Vera Cruz was entirely 
exhausted by those issues; for I have official information that as 
late as the 6th of December, some time after Lieutenant Colonel 
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Johnson’s train left Vera Cruz, there still remained in the depot at 
that post eight thousand forage caps; three thousand nine hundred 
wool coats and jackets, and six thousand nine hundred cotton 
jackets; nineteen hundred wool and seven thousand seven hundred 
cotton overalls; twenty-seven hundred flannel and thirteen thou- 
sand seven hundred cotton shirts; fifteen thousand six hundred 
pairs of drawers; two thousand seven hundred great coats; and 
seven thousand blankets, and eleven thousand pairs of bootees. 

If the volunteers and new regiments went to Mexico without the 
proper supplies, that was the fault of those who commanded them. 
General Butler, I understand, was specially directed to superin- 
tend the organization, equipment, and movement of the volunteer 
force. It was his business, not mine, to see that they were properly 
clothed and supplied; and neither he, General Patterson, nor Gen- 
eral Marshall had any right to take for their commands the sup- 
plies I had placed at Vera Cruz for General Scott's old regiments. 

For the new regiments I had made timely arrangements, and 
would have sent to Vera Cruz, in November, a large supply of 
clothing, but I received, in October, a report from Captain Irwin, 
the acting Quartermaster General of General Scott's army, dated 
at the city of Mexico the 27th of September, of which the follow- 
ing is an extract: I have now a thousand people engaged in making 
clothing ; the quality of the material is not so good as our own, and 
the price on the average is fifty per cent higher. Still supposing 
the road between this and Vera Cruz to be entirely open, I think 
the government will lose little, if anything, by purchasing here. I 
shall be able to fill, in a very short time, every requisition which 
has been made on me, with clothing, which, though not exactly of our 
uniform, will be comfortable and good.” 

his information, sir, was from a man who not only knew how to 
supply an army, by putting into requisition all the resources of the 
country around him, but was better qualified to command a large 
army than most of your generals in the field. The report of Cap- 
tain Irwin delayed my action here, but in December, I ordered 
from Philadelphia a supply of clothing sufhcient for the whole 
army, regulars and volunteers. 

To enable me to do this, I have been obliged to apply, on my 
own responsibility, three hundred and sixty-eight thousand dollars 
of the funds of the quartermaster's department to the purchase of 
clothing, and to authorize purchases to be made on credit, which 
have been paid for by bills drawn on me at ninety days, which I 
have accepted, hoping Congress, by making an appropriation, will 
enable me to meet them by the time they become due. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
TH. S. JESUP, 
Quartermaster General. 
The Hon. W. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of War, Washington City. 
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QuARTERMASTER GENERAL )S OEFICE, 

| Washington City, April 17, 1848. 

Sır: I have received the extracts from General Scott's letter to 
you, dated the 24th of February, complaining of the want of means 
of transportation, of supplies, and of funds, from the quartermas- 
ter's department, in consequence of which he informs you he was 
embarrassed and delayed in his operations, as well in the attack on 
Vera Cruz as in his movements afterwards; and I have to state in 
reply, that delays did occur in the movement upon Vera Cruz 
which were most vexatious, but which were not occasioned by any 
neglect or omission on my part, or on that of any other officer of 
the department, as a detail of the facts will show. The memoran- 
dum from the War Department for the quartermaster general, al- 
luded to by General Scott, fixed the number of transport ships for 
his expedition at forty-one, viz: Twelve for the volunteers, ord- 
nance, and supplies, from the Atlantic; five for surf boats or light- 
ers; ten to go out in ballast for troops on the gulf of Mexico; and 
fourteen to be supplied by the officers of the quartermaster's de- 
partment at New Orleans and on the gulf. "That number, I take it 
for granted, was determined upon by General Scott himself, or by 
the War Department, with his assent, as I have not understood that 
he, at any time, objected to the number as insufficient. He com- 
plains that the ten in ballast for troops were not sent, and that the 
embarkation was delayed thereby “in whole, or in part, from the 
J5th of January to the 9th of March.” 

Colonel Stanton informs me that the order to charter those ten 
vessels was countermanded in consequence of a letter from me, 
dated at Brassos Santiago the 27th day of December, which was 
read by General Scott before it was sealed, and to which he added a 
postscript. The general, no doubt, relied upon those vessels. I 
expected them, for I believed they would be chartered ánd on the 
way before my letter could be received; but so boisterous was the 
season that I thought it unsafe to trust to their arrival, and made 
my arrangements as if they had actually failed, which fact I re- 
ported to General Scott, as well as I now remember, either through 
Captain Wayne or the late Captain Hetzel. 

It will be seen by reference to the memorandum referred to, that 
twenty-seven vessels were to be sent from the Atlantic with troops, 
supplies, and in ballast. Not one was sent in ballast; but there were 
actually fifty-three ships, barques, brigs, and schooners, sent with 
troops and supplies. It was expected that I should furnish four- 
teen ships; the department actually furnished at New Orleans, 
Brassos, and Tampico, for the army, before it took up the line of 
march into the interior, one hundred and sixty-thrge vessels, some 
of which made several voyages. 

I submit a copy of areport from the late Captain Hetzel, marked 
À, dated at the Brassos the 21st of February, 1847, which shows 
what had been done by the department up to that time. Of the 
102 vessels contained in that report, five were from the Atlantic, four 
only of which had reported there, the other had been wrecked. I 
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also submit paper marked B, which is a list of vessels chartered at 
Tampico, to transport thence troops, horses, and mules. 

Under the most favorable circumstances much time would have 
been required to organize so extensive a transport service; but, 
owing to the drenching rains throughout the month of January, the 
ships and other vessels chartered at New Orleans could not be pre- 
pared and sent to sea as rapidly as was desirable; and the frightful 
northers described by General Scott in his letter of the 12th of 
January, 1847, and mentioned in many of his subsequent letters, 
delayed their arrival at the Brassos and Tampico, as well as the 
movement from those points. The time lost from these causes 
alone may be fairly estimated at from twenty-five to thirty days. 
But a measure of General Scott, which he seems to have over- 
looked in summing up his difficulties, produced not only embar- 
rassment and increased expense, but delays more injurious to the 
service than the want of ten ships promised from the Atlantic, 
even had others not been substituted in their place. It was the 
change in the destination of the Mississippi, Louisiana, North Ca- 
rolina, Massachusetts and Virginia regiments. Had the two for- 
mer been sent direct to Lobos, and a regiment already at Tampico 
been left there for the defence of the place, and the regiment re- 
placed by the Mississippi regiment been left with General Taylor, 
double lighterage would have been avoided at a time when lighters 
were not abundant, delay would have been prevented, and six ships, 
that were rendered comparatively useless, would have been avail- 
able for the campaign; the places of which had to be supplied. 
Had cutters or pilot-boats been despatched to cruise off cape St. 
Antonio, with orders for the North Carolina, Massachusetts and 
Virginia regiments to proceed direct to Sacraficios, double lighter- 
age, as well as the transports for the troops that replaced them, 
would have been saved. 

General Scott certainly had the right to change the destination 
of those regiments, but he, not you or I, is responsible for the em- 
barrassment, increased expense and delay occasioned by that 
change. ° 

As to the complaint of the want of funds, you are aware that the 
appropriations were nearly exhausted—the small amount available 
I was obliged to use so as to preserve the credit of the department; 
and I made the only arrangement in my power for the supply of 
funds by authorizing the officers of the department to draw on me 
without limit. The service, I know, was carried on with as little 
embarrassment as ever attended the service of any army in a foreign 
war, 

The complaint of General Scott, in regard to clothing, is fully 
answered in my report of the 18th of February last, which will be 
found in Executive document No. 56, page 250, to which I respect- 
fully refer. 

General Scott complains that not more than half of the surf boats 
he required came at all, and of the siege train and ordnance stores, 
only about one half had arrived when the Mexican flags were re- 
placed by those of the United States at Vera Cruz. The science 
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and valor of the army, he says, had to supply all deficiencies. The 
result shows that he had surf boats and stores enough; and one of 
his high merits as a commander is, that he never doubted the sci- 
ence and valor of his army, but made the best use of both. He 
had invaded a country with resources sufficient to support large 
armies against us; he availed himself with great ability of the re- 
sources of the enemy. This, I know, you and the President ex- 
pected him to do. Had he failed to do so, or had he doubted the 
science and valor of his army, he would have proved himself unfit 
for the high trust confided to him; and those who placed him in 
command would have had a heavy account to settle with the coun- 
try. But his complaints are entirely groundless, as he, in his cooler 
moments, I have no doubt will admit. He is one of the best in- 
formed military men now living; but it would puzzle him to show 
a single instance in the military history of the last two centuries 
in which an army, whose personal and material had to be collected 
from so vast a territory, was as well appointed and supplied as his 
army has been. The glorious results of his campaign are a suff- 
cient answer to all his complaints—results so astonishing that the 
faithful chronicler of the events as they occurred will probably be 
considered rather the compiler of fables than the relater of facts. 

_ I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

TH. S. JESUP, 
Quartermaster General. 
Honorable Ww. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of War, Washington City. 
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Report of Captain Hetzel, of vessels for General Scott’s expedition. 


VESSELS EMPLOYED IN TRANSPORTING GENERAL SCOTT’S COMMAND 
FROM THE BRASSOS TO LOBOS. 


Name of vessel. Remarks. 


2 
e 


2 —— —— —— Ku K YUY GUIGERORUI MIN ANGNRÉS. 


Steamer Massachusetts.. General Scott. 
Steamer Edith ..................| General Worth. 
Ship Talbot ess eene . Sth Infantry. 
Ship Elizabeth Dennison... . th Infantry. 
Ship North Carolina ....... ......| 4th Infantry. 
Ship Henry gg U Artillery battalion. 
Ship Huron 4 Oth Infantry. 
Ship Diadem. Rifle regiment. 
Ship Russia.. e| Dragoons. 

10 | Ship Bangor Dragoons. 

11 | Ship Eli Whitney ........... ....| Dragoons. 

12 | Ship Louisville... ee. | Light artillery. 
13 | Ship Emerald 4 Dragoons. 

14 | Ship Arkansas....................| Light artillery. 
15 | Ship Yazoo .....................1 Held in reserve. 


SO AO Or co Hm 


VESSELS SENT TO TAMPICO FROM THE BRASSOS FOR THE TRANSPOR- 
TATION OF TROOPS THENCE TO LOBOS. 


Ship Desdemona. ͥ 
Ship Maiiuaakakakakakkͤͤ sees 
Ship Corsair ..................... 
Ship Essex..... TTT 
Steamer Eudora.................. 
Steamer Virginia. 
Barque Jubilee .................. 
Barque Caroline æ 
Barque Apphia Maria 
Brig Im porter 
Brig Pensacola.............. .... 


ka © © GO A O; O: i> UN m 
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VESSELS THAT WILL BE SENT TO TAMPICO FOR THE TRANSPORTATION 
OF TROOPS THENCE TO LOBOS. 


Steamer Alabama,................] 600. 
Steamer New Orleans ...... ......| 800. 
Ship Pharsalia ...................| 500. 
Ship Medford ......- ceo coco .... 400. 
Barque May Flower | 350. 


A CO Ki = 
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A.—Continued. 
No. Name of vessel. Remarks. 


Ship Amazon.................... 
Barque Victor. 
Barque Alabamnmn a ...... 


Barque John Barns .............- 


Barque Prompt.................. 
Brig Prairie dee 
Brig Planet sees AEN cene 
Barque William Ivy ............. 
Brig Soldana.................... 
Brig A. W. Browne eee 
Brig Rio 


VESSELS EMPLOYED IN TRANSPORTING WAGONS, CARTS, MULES, IM- 
PLEMENTS, &c., FROM BRASSOS TO LOBOS. 


© OD «3 O; Ot i>. G2 2 = 


Ship Washington 
Brig Etrurian ..... ecco e... ...... 
Brig Tasso 
Brig Mary E. Balch ............. 
Schooner Fidelia. 
Schooner Ripple................. 
Schooner Harriet Smith.......... 
Schooner Catherine H. Bacon..... 
Schooner Lona. ee ce eee seoses 
Schooner Eleanor Steavens....... 
Schooner Mary Payran 
Schooner Perine ......ceees cessos 
Schooner Vucataan 
Schooner Andrew J. Horton ...... 
Schooner Pacific .......... cece 
Schooner Ninottaaa. . 
Schooner Oscar Jones 
Schooner Eleanor 
Sehooner LOouissss . 
Schooner Blanch E. Payee ......- 
Schooner Euchiana .............. 
Schooner Louisiana e. ee 
Brig Architect. e 6 e %% „ „ 6 „ 6 „ 


Tools, implements, &c. 
Wagons. 

Laborers and teamsters. 
Coal and boats. 
Wagons. 

Wagons. 

Mules. 

Wagons, mules, &c. 
Engineers train. 
Wagons, mules, &c. 


o do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 


Wagons and surf boats. 
Mules and Q. M. stores. 
Despatch boat. 


VESSELS CHARTERED FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF TROOPS &c., TO 
LOBOS, AT NEW ORLEANS, NEW YORK, AND NOW AT OR ON THEIR 


1 
2 


WAY TO LOBOS. 


Ship Russell Glover.. "T .... 
Ship Oxnard 6 % % %%% „ „6 6 6 6% „„ „„ 6 „ „ „ 


1st Pennsylva. regiment. 
do do 


2 
E 
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Ship St. Louis. 6 „„ 
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A.—Continued. 


Name of vessel. 


Ship Statesm an 
Ship Ondiak a 
Ship Arche las 
Ship Sharon 
Ship Alhambra ...... weccee . ꝗ 
Ship Oregon 6665566 „„6 „4% 
Ship Elleslie......... eee e ꝗ e 
Barque Floyd................... 
Ship Ocean eege 8 
Ship J. W. Cooper 
Ship General Veazie......... woes 
Ship May Flower. 
Ship Beatrice .......... 
Ship Henry Pratt................ 
Ship Susan Spofford 
Ship Virginia. 


| Brig Mattallack ................. 


Brig Marie 
Brig Juan de Carthegena. ........ 
Brig R. R. Dudley «e 
Brig Mary Ann.................. 
Ship Shenango .................. 
Ship Oswego -vieseveeeesaues avs 
Ship Suviah....... 6666664 
Ship Americans 
Brig PIlym out... ç... 
Schooner Pioneer 
Ship Charlotte Reale 
Steamer Ocee ndnd 
Steamer Ashland ............ 3 
Barque Isabella.. a ͤ 
Barque Montezu na eee 
Bug Empie 


Brig Mary Jane. 


eó 0 09006009 oeëeeëe 
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Remarksi 


1st Pennsylva. regiment. 
Louisiana regiment. 
do do 
do do 
South Carolina regiment. 
do do 


do do 
do do | 
2d Pennsylva. regiment. 
do do 
do do 
2d Mississippi regiment. 
do do 
do do 
Lumber 
do 
Water 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Recruits. 
Horses. 


Surf boats. 

Coal and water. 

Surf boats. 

Coal and forage. 

Pilot boat. 

Ordnance stores. 

Coal, &c., &c. (wrecked.) 

Coal, &e., &c. 

New York troops. 
do do 
do do 


Many other vessels have been chartered for the transportation of 
guns, ordnance, and ordnance stores, from the north to Lobos; of 
which, however, no account has been received at this place. 


Brassos SANTIAGo, February 21st, 1847. 


À. R. HETZEL, 
Captain and A. Q. M. 
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QUARTERMASTER GENERAL S OFFICE, 
Washington City, April 18, 1848. 


Sır : Since my letter of yesterday, I have received a report from 
the principal quartermaster at the city of Mexico, dated the 20th of 
March, from which I make, and submit for your consideration, the 
following extract: 

I am happy to inform you that this army (the army under General 
Butler) is well supplied with clothing, camp, and garrison equip- 
page; at Vera Cruz, there still remains for issue or transportation to 
the interior, a good supply of the above articles.” 

This isa fine commentary on the complaints recently made to you 
of the delinquencies of the said department. : 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

TH. S. JESUP, 
Quartermaster General. 
The Hon. W. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of War, Washington CAty. 


HrAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, June 19, 1846. 


Understanding that one of the provisions of the bill that has 
just passed Congress, adds four assistant adjutants general to that 
department of the general staff, I beg to submit, in connexion 
therewith, these remarks : 

We have now siz officers (all taken from, and still holding com- 
missions in the line) bearing that precise designation—two of them, 
Cooper and Thomas, with the brevet rank of major, and four, 
Shriver, Prentiss, Bliss, and Freeman, with the brevet rank of 
captain. Of the whole six, Shriver is the only one whose regi- 
mental rank has come up (since his appointment to the department) 
to his regimental [staff] rank; that is, he is now a captain, by brevet, 
in the staff, and also a captain in the 2d artillery. If I understand 
the precise terms of another provision of the new bill, Captain 
Shriver will be obliged to give up one of his captaincies. 

Both classes of assistant adjutant’s general (majors and captains) 
bear, precisely, under the act July 5, 1838, section 7 (Cross, p. 262) 
the same designation. But that act prescribes that two of the as- 
sistants shall have the brevet rank of major, and the other four, 
that of captain. 

The new act, I learn (it is not before me) makes no such dis- 
crimination as to rank; but simply adds to the department four as- 
sistants. 

As this is the branch of the general staff (department of orders) 
the most immediately connected with the general head-quarters of 
the whole army, I suppose it to be particularly my duty to add: 

That, in my view of military propriety, or the interest of the ser- 
vice, two of the new assistants ought to be of the class of major, 
and the other two of the class of captain, which would give the 
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department (besides the Adjutant General) four majors and six 
captains, all by brevet. | i 

That Captain Wm. C. DeHart, 2d artillery, would, from long and 
varied experience, as well as from general talents and acquirements, 
not to speak of the valuable services he has rendered, make a most 
excellent assistant of the first class. 

That Captain W. W. S. Bliss, first lieutenant, 4th infantry, long 
the chief of General Taylor's staff, as assistant adjutant general— 
an officer of singular accomplishments, and who has, in that 
capacity, highly distinguished himself in the great events which 
have recently occured on the Rio Grande, seems pre-eminently en- 
titled to the other majority. 

1. First Lieutenant S. C. Ridgely, 4th artillery, an officer of 
great and varied talents and experience, now attached to the general 
head-quarters of the army, as acting judge advocate, recommended 
as one [of] the new assistants. 

2. First Lieutenant H. S. Turner, Ist dragoons, long adjutant of 
that regiment, and now with Colonel Kearny, and wanted with him. 
He is highly qualified to be the other of the two original places. 

3. First Lieutenant H. L. Scott, 4th infantry, long aid-de-camp, 
&c., with excellent talents and experience, recommended as assist- 
ant with the rank of captain, vice Bliss, promoted. 

4. First Lieutenant J. H. Eaton, 3d infantry, aid-de-camp to 
General Taylor, and much distinguished in the present campaign, 
recommended vice Shriver, who it is supposed will, by the new act, 
be obliged to return to his regiment. But, as Lieutenant Eaton 
may become a regimental captain, in a few weeks, by ordinary 
promotion, I offer, vice Shriver. . 

4. First Lieutenant Irwin McDowell, ist artillery, aid-de-camp 
to General Wool, and who will be needed with the latter, who is 
charged, immediately, with the Chihuahua expedition. 

All which is respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Jux 23, 1846. 


Major General Scott asks the attention of the Secretary of War 
to a bundle of papers, which General Scott has somewhat accident- 
ally obtained, relative to prisoners of war, &c. 

t would seem that the files and records of the War Department 
are without such documents. 

The paper in print (the longer one) contains matters which seem, 
at this time, to demand attention on the part of the United States 
and Mexico as belligerents. dé ip the Secretary may extract 
certain parts of the 1 paper, and send them to Brevet Major 
General Taylor as a basis of arrangement between him and the 
competent authority on the part of Mexico. An authentic copy of 
the same paper may, probably, be obtained at the State Department. 


Respectfully submitted. 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


48 Ex. Doc. No. 59. 
Projet.—Military chest. 


JuLy 2, 1846. 


Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
It is understood that the paymaster general prefers and has made 


a separate arrangement. 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


The quartermaster general will cause to be provided and sent, to 
the general head-quarters of the army against Mexico, a suitable 
military chest, capable of containing $ in gold for disburse- 
ment on account of that army while in the enemy’s country, or 
while operating in the field. 

This chest will be kept under the guard of general head-quarters, 
for the reception and safe-keeping of such large sums of public 
money as disbursing staff oficers may not find it necessary to keep 
about them for current use. 

The general-in-chief of that army will designate one or more of 
the principal staff officers about head-quarters to keep the key or 
keys of the chest, to pass receipts for deposites made in the same, 
and to reissue, upon the proper receipts, such convenient sums as 
may, from time to time, be needed yi the depositors or other off- 
cers of the same branches of the staff, respectively, for the public 
service. Accordingly, moneys deposited in the chest by officers of 
the quartermaster's department, subsistence department, or pay de- 
partment, will only be reissued, except in extreme cases, and by 
the special order of the general-in-chief of that army, to the ofh- 
cers of the same disbursing department. 


Remarks on Governor Edwards’s letter (July 6) to the Secretary of 
War. 


dote 17, 1846. 


I do not wish to put my opinion in opposition to that of the 
Missouri authorities (aided by recent intelligence) on the force ne- 
cessary to conquer Santa Fé or New Mexico; but I do not believe 
Brigadier General Kearny will meet, at any one point in the entire 
route to the Pacific, 2,500 men tolerably armed, which is less than 
the force of his own command, including Sterling’s [Price’s] regi- 
ment. (JVote.—Governor Edwards does not, by his letter, appear 
to be aware of Summers’ and Cooke’s companies, of the Ist dra- 
goons, which have followed Kearny.) 

Nevertheless, as a compromise, I suggest that Governor Edwards 
be authorized to raise and to despatch, after Kearny, a battalion oí 

foot volunteers, say of five companies of 100 men each, or of six, 


” 
Ld 
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with fewer privates, to follow Colonel Sterling’s [ Price's] regiment; 
the new battalion to be armed with muskets, except one company, 
to which rifles should be given. Such addition would carry up the 
Santa Fé expedition to about 3,200 men, independent of the Mor- 
mons, and of accessions to be made at Bent's fort and within New: 

exico: | | | 

Undiscipliped as Kéarny's army may be, the opposing Mexicans 
will be equally so; and, physically and morally, every two Ameri- 
cans may safely be considered as at least equal to three Mexicans. 


Respectfully submitted. m 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


* 


It is respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War that I pro- 
pose; if not objected to by him, to issue an order to this effect: 


GENERAL ORDERS, |. HEAp-QuARTERS OF THE Army, 
No. SS Adjutant General's Office, Sept. 5, 1846. 
Brevet Brigadier General Worth, now in command of a brigade 
in the army operating against Mexico, is assigned to duty with that 
army, according to his brevet rank. 
By command of Major General Scott: 


J ; 
- . Adjutant General. 


‘SEPTEMBER 5, 1846. 


Without an order to the above effect, General Worth is now 
liable to be commanded, not only by any brigadier general of mi- 
litia or volunteers, but also b any colonel senior to him as colonel. 

Please see general orders, No. 9, of this year, (which revives the 


order of August 13 1829,) paragraph 4. 
S S B di E WINFIELD SCOTT. 


[ Endorsement.] 
| Projet. 


Ocronzn 8, 1846. 


"The within draft of a letter, it may be proper to address to each 
commander of an army now operating against Mexico. I am 
aware that it presents grave topics for consideration, which is in- 
vited. 

It will be seen that I have endeavored to place all necessary 
limitations on martial law. 1. By restricting it to a foreign hostile 
country; 2. To offences enumerated with some accuracy; 3. By 


4 
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assimilating councils of war to court martials; 4. By restricting 
punishments to the known laws of some one of the States, &c. 

Respectfully submitted to the consideration of the Secretary of 
War. š . 


ES WINFIELD SCOTT. ` 


Projet. 


` HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, October —, 1846. 


Sır: It cannot but happen that many offences, not cognizable 
by courts martial, under the “act for establishing rules and articles 
of war for the government of the armies of the United States,” 
approved April 10, 1846, will be committed by, or upon the army 
under your command, while in the enemy’s country. I allude to 
crimes which, if committed within our own organized limits, would, 
as heretofore, be referred to the ordinary or civil courts of the 
land.—Cross, p. 107. : 

Our land forces take with them, when on service beyond the 

limits of the Union, its organized territories, ahd the “Indian 
country,” as defined by the first section of the act approved June 
30, 1834, no statutory code for the punishment of offences, other 
than the said recited act of 1806, with its amendments.—Cross, p. 
204. . 

Murder, wilful stabbing, and maiming, and assault and battery, 
committed upon any “(superior officer,’ and no one else; or the 
drawing and lifting up any weapon against, or the offering any 
violence to, such officer, (he being, in the several cases, in the 
execution of his duty, ) by any officer or soldier,“ or other per- 
son subject to said articles, are al] clearly within the 9th of those 
articles.—Cross, p. 208. 

Wanton disturbance of religious worship is made punishable by 
the 2d article, without reference to place or country.—Cross, p 107. 

So are spies (not citizens of the United States) by the second 
section of the said act of 1806.— Cross, p. 123. 

Other capital offences against the general safety of the Union 
and army are expressly referred to courts martial by the 56th and 
57th articles.—Cross, p. 116. 

The 51st and 55th provide for a few other capital offences which 
may.be committed abroad; and the 52d, abroad or at home, upon 
persons or property, by individuals of the army; and the 99th ar- 
ticle refers numerous non-specified crimes, „not capital,“ but 
merely “disorders and neglects, to the prejudice of good order and 
military discipline,“ to courts martial, whether such offences be 
committed at home or abroad.—Cross, pp. 115, 116, 123. 

It is evident that the 99th article, so qualified or limited, can- 
not apply to the numerous omitted offences in question; many of 
which, if committed, ought, no doubt, to be punished with death, 
or otherwise severely; for it is enacted in the 87th, that * no per- 


- 
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son shall be sentenced to suffer death" by general courts martial, 
tt except in the cases herein expressly mentioned”—a limitation 
which has been universally applied to the commissions of officers 
also.—Cross, p. 120. 

Articles 32, 33, and 54, seem to be limited to the general main- 
tenance of good order at home and abroad, and to the protection 
of persons and property within the United States.— Cross pp. 112, 
115. , 

Assassination, wilful murder, stabbing, maiming, wounding, as- 
. sault and battery, (except under the strict limitations of the 9th 
and 51st articles;) rape, wilful destruction of houses, or other 
private property; robbery and theft, or plunder and pillage, (ex- 
cept in the limited cases under the 52d and 55th articles;) and de- 
secration of religious edifices, fixtures, and monuments, are all, 
whether committed by or upon the army, at home or abroad, un- 
provided for by our written military code; and they are offences 
which, of course, could not, in a foreign hostile country, often, if 
ever, be safely turned over to the courts of such country, whether 
the offenders belang to the latter or to the army. 

The good of the service, the honor of the United States, and the 
interests of humanity, demand that the numerous grave offences 
omitted, except to a limited extent, as above, should not go unpun- 
ished because committed in a foreign country, on, or by, our 
army. l | 

The British mutiny act, and articles of war founded thereupon, 
(which had their origin at the revolution of 1688,) omit the same 
offences, and to the same extent, because, as Lord Loughborough 
(2 H. Blackstone, 98) remarks, In this country, all the delinquen- 
cies of soldiers are not triable, as in most countries of Europe, by 
martial law,“ (which, he says, in the same opinion, had, in the con- 
tinental sense been “totally exploded?" from that kingdom since 
1688;) „ but, where they are ordinary offences against the civil 
peace, they are tried by the common law courts; (and such also 
has always been done in the United States.) 

But when a British army is abroad, in a hostile country, the omis- 
sions in the British penal.code—(the same as in ours, and to the 
same extent; for our articles of war are borrowed in extenso, and 
with but slight verbal variations therefrom)—that army supplies 
those omissions by the supplemental, unwritten, and undefined code, 
called martial law. | 

This law can have no constitutional, legal, or even necessary ex- 
istence, within the United States. At home, even the suspension of 
the writ of habeas corpus, by Congress, could only lead to the in- 
definite incarceration of an individual or individuals who, if fur- 
ther punished, at all, could only be so punished through the ordi- 
nary, or common law courts of the land. 

But abroad, and in hostile countries, it is believed that the com- 
manders of our armies, like those of Great Britain, may, ez neces- 
sitate rei, enforce martial law àgainst any of the grave offences in- 
dicated above; which may be unprovided for in our statutory code, 
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whether such offences be committed by persons appertaining to 
those armies, or by the inhabitants of the hostile country. f 

Accordingly, no matter by whom such offences may be commit- 
ted in the hostile country occupied by the army under your imme- 
diate command, or in which it may be engaged in military ope- 
rations, whether by persons appertaining to that army upon the 
persons and property of each other, or by such persons upon the 
persons or property of the inhabitants of the hostile country, or by 
the latter upon the persons or property of the army and its follow- 
ers, all such offences. if against the laws of war, and not provided 
for in our rules and articles of war, will be duly brought before 
councils of war, and by them tried and sentenced, according to the 
nature and degree of each offence, and according to the known 
laws of any one of the States of this Union. | 
Every council of war, for the trial of such offences, will be ap- 
pointed in the same manner; and by the same authority, that ap- 
points courts martial, whether general, regimental, or garrison, 
and will, as far as practicable, be governed by the same limitations, 
rules, principles, and procedure, including reviews, modifications, 
meliorations, and apprcval of sentence.—Articles 65, 97. 

The proceedings of councils of war will, of course, be kept in 
Writing, and sent to the adjutant general's office, as in the case of 
the proceedings of courts martial. 


Part of General Order, No. 69, headed “ War Department, October 
E 5 15, 1846.” 


BREVETS. 


«4 V, The President ofthe United States has been pleased to con- 
fer on the following named officers, serving in Florida, for gallant 
and meritorious actions in the face of the enemy, the brevet rank 
set opposite to their names respectively: | 


“ Major B. K. Pierce, of the 1st regiment of artillery, to be lieu- 
tenant colonel by brevet, for distinguished services in the affair of 
Fort Drane, to date from the 21st August, 1836. 

* Captain T. Childs, of the 3d regiment of artillery, 
by brevet, for planning the attack on the Indians at 
and good conduct in that affair, to date from the 
1836. : 

Captain William M. Graham, of the 4th regiment of infantr to 
be major by brevet, for gallantry and good conduct in the affair of 
the Withlacooche, to date from the 31st December, 1835. 

“Captain R. B. Lee, of the 3d regiment of artillery, 
by brevet, for gallantry and good conduct in the affair o 
to date from 9th June, 1836. . 

5 J. "C ipae of pir regiment of dragoons, to be 
major revet, for gallantry and’ good conduct in t i 
Welika, to date from 19th July. 1836. LLL 

* First Lieutenant Campbell Graham 
lery, to be captain by brevet,. 


to be major 
Fort Drane, 
21st August, 


to be major 
f Micanopy, 


; of the 3d regiment of arti_- 
for gallantry and good conduct in 
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the affair on the Withlacooche, to date from the 31st December, 
1835. ` 

First Lieutenant W. S. Maitland, of the 3d regiMent of artillery, 
to be captain by brevet, for gallantry and good conduct in the 
affairs of the Withlacoochee and Welika, to date from the 31st De- 
cember, 1835. 

„Second Lieutenant A. Herbert, of the Ist regiment of artillery, 
to be 1st lieutenant by btévet, for gallantry and good conduct on 
12 0 5 occasions in Florida, to take rank from the 27th July, 
1836. 

** By order of Alexander Macomb, major general commanding in 
chief. ! 

“R. JONES, | 
Adjutant General.) 


These eight officers were breveted in the recess of the Senate, 
(which adjourned July 4,) but subject to the advice and consent 
. of that body. Accordingly they were nominated by President 
Jackson, February 24, 1837, and confirmed 7th of March, following. 
Major Heileman had been previously breveted a lieutenant colonel 
in the same recess of the Senate; but, Heileman having died in the 
mean time,-he was not nominated on the meeting of the Senate. 
It will $e perceived by this arder that the services for which these 
brevets (or many of them) were given, were rendered during the 
session of the Senate. 

It is due to President Jackson and the acting Secretary of War, 
(Mr. Butler,) to say that these brevets were given under a tem- 
porary supposition that section 9, act June 30, 1834, (Cross, page 
250) repealed section 2, act April 16, 1818, (Cross, page 202;) 
whereas, in reality, the only provision repealed was the power of 
the President and Senate to grant brevets for ten years! service; 
in the same grade, under section 4, act July 6, 1812—Cross, page 
155. That clause,“ or provision of law, only was repealed. 

But, it is not doubted, that, on other grounds, the eight brevets, 
announced in this printed order, were legally granted in the recess 
of the Senate, subject to future nomination and confirmation, as in 
the case of ordinary promotions in the recess of the Senate. A 
regimental major, for example, dies in the recess. The good of the 
service requires that the vacancy should be promptly filled. The 
senior captain is announced, in orders, to take the vacancy, and a 
letter of appointment, subject to the future confirmation of the 
Senate, is given to him. This promotion is an incident to the cap- 
tain's seniority. So the captain, in the recess, distinguishes himself 
in battle, “by gallant actions." As a legal incident to such dis- 
tinction, the act of 1812, (the President being the judge;) authorizes 
a brevet; and the act of 1818, only superadds that the brevet shall, 
like the ordinary promotion, be subjected to the confirmation of 
the Senate, before the termination of the next session f 

The brevet, in such case, iš not an independent commission, like 
.that of asupernumerary second lieutenant, (graduate of the military 
academy,) it is merely a legal incident to the ordinary commis- 


e 
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sion, or previously acquired by the brevet of the distinguished 
officer. 

It is evident that the sole object of the second section, act April 
16, 1818, (Cross; page 202,) was to make brevets, like ordinary 
commissions, subject to the confirmation of the Senate. Prior to 
that time, the President alone conferred brevets. , 

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War, 

“WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Ocropzn, 1846. | Š 


For the place of assistant adjutant, [general,] with the rank of 
major: 

Capai Wm. C. DeHart, 2d artillery. : 

Captain J. R. Vinton, 3d artillery. 

Captain R. Anderson, 3d artillery. 


If of the rank of Captain: " 
Ist Lieutenant J. McDougall, Ist artillery, now aid-de-camp to 


General W. 


Ed 


Vera Cruz and its castle. ka 

I beg to repeat, in a more methodical form, the views I have al- 
ready had the honor to express (hastily and orally) to the Secre- 
taries of War and the Navy, touching an expedition against the 
above places. . 

The government, or interior people of Mexico, seem, in war, to 
present to us this dilemma: „If you come with few, we will over- 
whelm you; if with many, you will overwhelm yourselves.? 

It is apprehended that this may be true of the line of opera- 
tions upon the capital of Mexico from the Rio Grande, considering 
the great length of that line, and the deficiency of food and water 
on many of its links, some of them thirty, forty, or sixty miles in 


ie dea ; 
o reach the heart of that country, from the gulf coast, there is 
a difficulty, in three quarters of the year, more formidable than the 
artificial defences of other countries; I allude to the vomito in all 
the ports, not to speak of the want of harbors for shipping, and of 
eevee roads leading into the interior, except at, and from, Vera 
ruz. 
Unless with a view to a second, or new line of operations, I re- 
eee the possession, by us, of the city. of Vera Cruz and its castle, 
an Juan d’Ulloa, as a step towards compelling Mexico to sue for 
peace, as not likely to be worth one tenth of the lives, time, and 
money, which their capture would cost us. In other words, I am 
pu that our possession of those places would be of but very 
ittle more value than thë present strict blockade of the port; un- 
less, as intimated above, the capture should be promptly followed 
by a march thence, with a competent force, upon the capital. To 


Ex, Doc. No. 59. 55 


conquer a peace, I am now persuaded that we must take the city of 
Mexico, or place it in imminent danger of capture, and mainly 
through the city of Vera Cruz. | 

To take the castle of San Juan d'Ulloa would, no doubt, be a 
virtual and prompt capture of the city lying under its guns. The 
reverse. of the proposition would, probably, not be equally certain 
—I mean in any short time. The castle, after the loss of the city, 
might still hold out for many weeks, perhaps months, until com- 
pelled to surrender from the want of subsistence and water, unless 
earlier reduced by land and water batteries, escalade, Se,  . 

It is believed that the castle, with'a competent garrison, cannot e 
be taken by water-batteries alone; or by the latter and an escalade, ` 
without a very heavy and disproportionate loss of life on the part 
of the assailants, besides a loss of time, which, by running into the 
season of the vomito, might quadruple the waste of life, and cause 
the invading army to lose a campaign. 

For these reasons, it seems decidedly preferable to capture the 
city first, and by its means (shelter and guns) to attack the castle 
by land and water, including joint escalades—unless it should be 
found probable that the want of food and drinking water would 
lead to an early surrender. . 

To place the capture of both places beyond the probability of a 
failure, I suppose the following means to be indispensable: 

The present blockading squadron re-inforced by many bomb- 
ketches—probably yet to be constructed. 

Àn army of at least ten thousand men, consisting of cavalry (say) 
2,000, artillery (say) 600, and the remainder infantry. 

The whole of the artillery, and at least half of the cavalry and 
infantry, ought to be regular troops. 

Scows and other boats, specially constructed for the purpose, 
sufficient to land, at once, at least 2,500 men, with two light batte- 
ries, would be needed. Cavalry and artillery horse would follow, 
after a foothold had been gained. 

The number of cavalry I have named might be indispensable to 
aid in repelling any Mexican army in the field, seeking to save the 
city from an assault or a seige. "" 

For this purpose, and to overcome opposition at the point of de- 
scent, I have assumed ten thousand men to be the minimum force 
of the invaders. | 

The point of descent might be any where beyond the reach of 
the enemy’s guns at the city and the castle, including Alvarado; 
but, preferably, as near the city as practicable. : 

I suppose the expedition may be fitted out, and in position to 
make the descent, at the latest, by the beginning of the new year; 
leaving three months for the capture of the city and castle, and for 
the commencement of the march upon the capital before the season 
of yellow fever. 

By that time, (say in the month of March,) that army might be 
augmented to about 20,000 men, for ulterior operations, by new 
regiments of regulars.and volunteers. I 

here are, already, on the Rio Grande, and in Mexico, more sur- 
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plus United States volunteers than would be needed for the expedi- 
tion in the first instance, and I suppose that four or five thousand 
regulars might be in readiness by the first of December; (mostly 
drawn from the same quarter,) and still leave a threatening force at 
Monterey. | 

The junction of Brigadier General Wool with General Taylor, 
together with the recruits who may be enlisted for.the regular ar- 
my, in the next month, will, it is believed, give the required num- 
ber for the above purposes. | 

All of which is respectfally submitted to the Secretary of War. 
° | | . WINFIELD SCOTT. 
`  HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, ` ; 
Washington, October 27, 1846. 


@ 


Supplement to the memoir of October 27th, on the prosecution 


of the war against Mexico. 
| WINFIELD SCOTT. 
NovEMBER 12, 1846. š 


Vera Cruz and its castle.—JVew line of operations, thence upon the 
capital. ! 


On the 27th ultimo, I had the honor to submit a short memoir 
under this head. I beg to add a supplement. 

Seeing the obstinacy of Mexico in declining all overtures to treat 
with us, and her present dogged silence, on the same subject, even 
after we have blockaded all her ports—again and again beaten or 
scattered her armies, and occupied many of hér outer provinces—it 
is evident that, to compel her to sue for peace, we must modify our 
plan of invasion and prosecute it, with, if possible, redoubled 
means. 

Time is always, at least, the second element of cost in war; 
sometimes the first. Nay, the shorter the war, the greater, in gen- 
eral, the economy of life. 

Hence, among other reasons, a little war—a war prosecuted with 
inadequate means or vigor—is a greater evil than a big war. It 
discredits the party possessed of the superior means; it exhausts 
her finances, exhausts enthusiasm, and generally ends in a failure 
of all the objects proposed. Besides, in the present instance, neu- 
tral commerce begins to exhibit signs of impatience under the loss 
of an important mart; and interest, sympathy, or the chapter of 
accidents, may, if the blockade, &c., be long continued, raise up 
new parties against us. Such is, no doubt, the sustaining hope of 
Mexico. 

Until recently, I had concurred in the opinion of others that 
Mexico might be compelled to propose reasonable terms of accom- 
modation by the time we had conquered the advantages our arms 
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have now obtained. Considering her political instability, and our 
want, at the time, of an adequate regular army, the plan of cam- 
paign assumed at the beginning of hostilities, seemed worthy of an 
experiment. It has failed, and further brilliant victories on a sin- 
gle line of operations towards the capital, may be as tedious as 
that route is difficult, and equally barren of peace. The fatuitous 
obstinacy of the enemy—now known to be 1n the inverse ratio of 
the prowess of her troops and financial means—yet remains to be 
subdued. 

With a view to additional developements, I recur to the sugges- 
tions I have heretofore made.. | 

The minimum force (10,000 men) then proposed, I still deem in- . 
dispensable. Personally, I would be willing to attempt the cap- 
ture of Vera Cruz, and through it, the castle of San Juan d'Ulloa, 
with perhaps a smaller army, aided by the blockading squadron off 
that coast. But I very much doubt whether the government ought 
to risk the expedition, under any commander, with a land force 
less than twelve, perhaps fifteen thousand men. 

Considering the comparative short line from her central and 
more populous States to Vera Cruz, and that the war on the part 
of Mexico has evidently become national, no matter who may be 
the ruler, she certainly may be expected to assemble some twenty 
or thirty thousand men to garrrson and to cover (in the field) Vera 
Cruz. This I am obliged to suppose she may do with greater ease 
than she placed seven or eight thousand troops at Monterey. She 
would, prebably, have ample time to double that number at that 
point, if we admit her capacity to arm so many: 1. By getting 
early information of our intended embarkation; and, 2. By the 
possible delay of weeks, from heavy winds (northeis) and surf, 
after the arrival of our transports off the points of descent. All 
these calculations (many of them probabilities) ought to be care- 
fully considered before fitting out an expedition; the failure of 
which, from inadequate means, would be so fatal tó the credit of 
the administration and the character of our country. 

I have suggested, apparently, a large number of land troops for 
the operations on the coast. A small deduction, equal to the num- 
ben of men, say 1,200, that might for the first moments be drawn 
from the blockading squadron, may be made. 

After effecting x landing, no doubt under a heavy fire, with, say, 
two or three thousand of our best troops, at once, in boats yet to 
be constructed; making good the foothold, until the remainder of 
the expedition could follow; after din the covering army, the 
city would be the next object of attack. If not likely to be forced 
to surrender by cutting off its supplies, in some few weeks, an as- 
sault would be preferable with the loss of several hundred men, to 
a longer delay; the fall of the castle would necessarily soon follow 
that of the city. | | 

I have said the principal object in those captures, would be to 
open a new and better line of operations upon the enemy's capital. 

o reach that point, or to place it in imminent danger of capture, 
an army of more than 20,000 men may be needed: 1. To beat, in 
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the field and in passes, any accumulated force in the way; 2. To 
garrison any important points in the rear, to secure a free commu- 
nication with Vera Cruz; and, 3. To make distant detachments in 
order to gather in, without long halts, necessary subsistence. 

If 10,000 men be more than necessary for the capture of Vera 
Cruz, &c., so much the smaller reinforcement—say, by the month 
of May, at the latest—would be needed for the advance upon the 
capital.. 

i suppose the expedition of 10,000 men may be put afloat, at the 
latest, by the first of January. It seems that the vomito is not to 
be feared, on the coast, before May. - The interval would allow us 
time to take the harbor of Vera Cruz, and to raise (by the aid of 
bounties) ten or twelve new regiments of regulars and to fill the 
` ranks of the old, for operations in the interior. 

If the reinforcements, with the necessary horses, guns, and means 
of transportation, arrive at Vera Cruz before the season of the 
vomito, the eapital would be in peril, and probably, a peace early 
secured. Perhaps, before the arrival of that reinforcement, we 
might be able to advance and take Jalapa. 

But it might be asked, how obtain the land force, regulars and 
volunteers, for the expedition, and have all afloat—eight, nine, or 
ten thousand men—by the first of January? 

Including the troops under the immediate command of Brigadier 
General Wool, (ordered down upon Monterey,) there will soon be on 
Major General Taylor’s line of operations upon Mexico, vta the Rio 
Grande and Monterey, say 6,500 regulars and 13,500 twelve months’ 
volunteers making a total of 20,000 men. We may leave upon 
that line, say, 2,500 regulars and 8,500 volunteers, total 11,000 
men. With this force, all necessary -garrisons in the rear may be 
kept up, and a column held at Monterey capable of advancing on 
the line of Saltillo and San Luis de Potosi, or-of detaining in its 
front a large portion, or twice the number of the Mexican forces. 
It is certain that a garrison of Americans at Monterey, of four, or 
even three thousand men, would be able to defend it against a 
Mexican army of three or four times the number. But the move- 
able column at that point, out of the total of 11,000, might be car- 
ried up to at least 8,000. This, it may be assumed, would be fully 
sufficient to threaten and probably to take Saltillo, if not San Luis 
de Potosi, &c., &c., combined with the movement on the, new line 
of operations from Vera Cruz. 

Deducting the forces to remain on the old line of operations, as 
above, we shall have disposable, for the expedition against Vera 
Cruz, 4,000 regulars and 5,000 volunteers, which, with the men to 
be drawn from the blockading squadron, may give an aggregate 
capable of taking that city. | | 

I have not included in the aggregate of 20,000 men, above, any 
volunteers sent down from Santa Fé to Chihuahua, which force, un- 
der the orders issued, would, of course, come upon the line of Ca- 
margo and Monterey; nor have I included the recruits, to be en- 
listed in time for the new expedition. Besides those additions, 
probably, more than sufficient to make good all intermediate casual- 
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ties, perhaps two or three otber companies of regulars (rifles and 
infantry) may be disposable. for the two attacking columns. 

To meet the double invasion, Mexico must either divide her 
forces and increase our chance of su@cess on both lines, or double 
her forces on one, and leave the other comparatively open to our 
advance. e š 

To divide our forces on the lower Rio Grande, and in the direc- 
tion of Monterey and Saltillo, equitably and wisely between the 
two lines of operations upon the enemy's capital, the positive in- 
structions of the government will be needed, besides the presence 
on the theatre of war of the highest in army rank. "The latter, I 
beg to say, is the proper officer to carry out, on the spot, the in- 
structions of government in respect to that division; and to direct 
the principal attacking column on and from Vera Cruz. 

I need scarcely add that all preliminary arrangements should be 
commenced at once, such as taking up transport vessels for troops 
and supplies, with, say 1,000 horses for officers, cavalry, and artil- 
lery; the purchase and construction of boats for debarkation in the 
- Surf, &c., &c. Those arrangements may be made here, in great 
part, and within a few days, when I shall be ready to proceed to 
the Rio Grande, to complete those arrangements before the arrival 
of the transports. 

All which is respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 


HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, November 12, 1846. 


Memoranda for the Secretary of War. 


The forces with General Taylor, including those under General 
Wool, and under orders to join the former, may be re-stated thus: 


n €€06099 «606000609 oo 6099009 «6000990 ‚ 0900900999 7,000 
Vo unteers (E ⏑ gë «40009099 E esot e 000 080909099, 13,500 


20,500 
Nine additional regiments of volunteers, now to be called 
for, at 750 effective men each...... ...... asss... .... 6,750 


97,250 


For the Vera Cruz expedition, say: l 
JJJJVVVVVVVVVVVVVVTTVVTVV LO 4,000 p 
Volunteers EEN neces 10,000 14,000 


Sailors and marinerre e 1,000 
| 15,000 
° —.Y 


Leaving for the line of Monterey, ae . 13,250 
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For transporting 14,000 men to Vera Cruz, with horses, artillery, 
stores, and boats, 50 ships, of from 500 to 750 tons: each. 

The boats of the blockading squadron are not, I learn, capable of 
putting ashore, at once, more than (say) 500:men—only one-half the 
number to be drawn from the fleet. f 

We should therefore require (say) 140 flat boats, to put ashore 
at once, say 5,000 men, with 8 pieces of light artillery. 

Horses might follow in the second or third trip of the boats. 

"The form of these boats, &c., shall be determined by to-morrow, 
when orders may be given for their purchase, (probably,) construc- 
tion. Colonel Stanton, chief quartermaster, is expected back to- 
night. ` : 

The ships need not (to avoid demurrage) be chartered until the 
troops are known to be nearly in position to embark. 

But fora poton train, to pass rivers, orders should be given to-day. 


Respectfully submitted, | 
i WINFIELD SCOTT. 


P. S. Orders should be given at once, to have in readiness to be 
shipped, ordnance and ordnance stores for the water expedition. 
This shall be attended to to-day. 

mE | W.S. 
HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 

- Washington, November 16, 1846. 


For the Secretary of War. 


I have hastily read Major General Taylor's despatches which ar- 
rived last night. I suppose that the war must go forward, and not 
be allowed to degenerate into a war like a peace, which would be 
as bad, or worse, than a peace like a war, involving an indefinite 

"period of time and waste-of money. i : 

I have the honor to propose: 

1. That for the expedition against Vera Cruz, 5,000 regulars and 
four small brigades of volunteers, making (say) 6,000 men, with 
two volunteer major generals, and four volunteer brigadier generals, 
be taken from the forces now under Major General Taylor, or un- 
der orders to join him, although he may thereby be, for a time, re- 
duced to a strictly defensive condition at Monterey. 

2. That to the 11,000 men (regulars and volunteers, as above) 
there be added (say) 4,000 of the new volunteers, the first that may 
arrive off the Rio Grande. These 4,000 volunteers to be divided 
among the four old brigades, taken as above, or be placed under 
two new volunteer brigadiers, to be appointed by the President, 
according to his pleasure. : 

. 9. That the new volunteers (nine regiments) be organized and 
despatched as rapidly as possible, and also the construction of. the 
boats for embarkation and debarkation, in order that the whole ex- 
KE may be aflodt and beyond the Rio Grande by the 15th of 
anuary, or, at the very latest, the Ist of February, so as to leave 
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good time for operations on the gulf coast before the return of the 
ICON fever, to be apprehended in April, but always certain in 

ay. ` . : : ° 

4. That, to enable Major General Taylor to resume offensive, or 
at least threatening, movements from 5 upon Saltillo, San 
Luis de Potosi, &c., pending the expedition against Vera Cruz, if 
possible, to send him recruits to fill up the regular corps left with 
him, and also the remainder (say) 3,500 new volunteers of the nine 
regiments. i 

5. That, to give the certainty of greater.activity and success to 
the two attacking columns, it is respectfully suggested that the 
President call for — additional regiments of volunteers. 

6. That besides the brevets, understood te be designed for Bri-` 
p General Worth, &c., that one be is to Colonel P. F. 

mith, of the rifles, in order that .he may be de Sei accordingly, 
and placed in command of a brigade of the regulars in the expe- 
dition against Vera Cruz, whether his regiment make part of that 
expedition or noty and, for the command of another brigade of re- 
Bs in the same expedition, a brevet be also given to Colonel 

otten, who has long since earned it, and has once been nominated 
for the rank of brigadier general by brevet. j 

7. That, further to aid the filling up the ranks of the regular 
regiments, the President authorize at once that enlisfments be made 
for five years, or the war, provided it be terminated in less than 
five years. "This provision would of itself (and its legality is un- 
doubted) greatly aid the object in view, and on the meeting of Con- 
gress, it is hoped, that, as a yet more powerful stimulus, land or 
pecuniary bounties may be granted by Congress. | 

All which is gespectfully submitted. . 

š WINFIELD SCOTT. 
NovEMBER 21, 1846. 


[ Confidential.] 


Notes suggesting topics to be embraced in the Secretary's in- 
structions to General Scott, drawn up (in haste) at the request of 


the former. i 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
NovEM BER 23, 1846. | š 


Projet.. - 


Sin: The President of the United States desires you to repair to 
the lower Rio Grande, in order to take upon yourself th'e general 
direction of the war against Mexico from this side of the continent, 
and more particularly to organize and conduc* zs exnedition (with 
the co-operation of the navy) against the harzer o: v zu Cruz. 
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Iam pleased to learn from you that you have, in a very few 
days, already, through the general staff of the army here, laid 
Sa cient basis for the purposes with which you are charged, and 
that you now think it best to proceed at once to the southwest, in 
order to organize the largest number of troops that can be obtained 
in time for that most important expedition. 

Of the nine new regiments of volunteers, recently called for by 
the President, the eight of foot may, it is hoped, begin to arrive, 
by water, off Point Isabel, say about the middle of January next, 
and the other regiment (Texan horse) be a little earlier on the Rio 
Grande. Such are your own calculations, and every effort shall be 
made by this department to push forward those volunteers, and the 
. army recruits that may be enlisted in the meantime, as well as the 
transports, boats for embarkation and debarkation, arms, ordnance 
and ordnance stores, and, in general, all other supplies which you 
.have designated or may call for. ° 

. From those regiments and detachments, or so many of them as 
may be up in season, and from the troops now under the command 
of Major General Taylor, or under orders to join him, the new er 
pedition will be organized by you, taking care to leave with him 
a sufficient force to defend Monterey and to keep his line of com- 
munication open (say) to Camargo, and thence down the Rio 
Grande to its fnouth. 

You have estimated that the land force necessary to take Vera 
Cruz, and, through that city, the castle of San Juan d'Ulloa, with 
the efficient co-operation of our blockading squadron off that coast, 
at 10,000 men, as the minimum number; but with a strong recom- 
mendation in favor of 15,000, if so many can be obtained in time. 
The department (or President) concurs in those estimates, and it is 
hoped that you may, off Point Isabel, have the larger number or- 
ganized and afloat in time to reach the point of descent by, if prac- 
ticable, the 1st of February, or, at the latest, early in March, 
(adopting your own limits,) so as to allow a sufficient interval for 
capturing the city and castle before the usual season for the return 
of the yellow fever on that coast. 

The President, respecting your judgment,is pleased with the as- 
surance you have given that, although you think 15,000 land troops 
not an unreasonable force for the expedition in question, and that 
10,000 ought to be considered the minimum number, if it can be 
obtained in time, you are yet of opinion that the expedition ought 
to go forward, even with the first 8,000 men, that may be embarked 
off Point Isabel, sooner than incur the danger of losing your men 
and object by the yellow fever, in consequence of waiting too long 
for either of the larger numbers that have been mentioned. It is 
then expected that you will proceed accordingly, leaving orders for 
such reinforcements to follow you as you may deem necessary. 

A cordial and effective co-operation between the land and naval 
forces, according to the well established principles and usages in 
such cases, will be indispensable to success in the joint attack upon 
Vera Cruz and its castle. You are expected to do your utmost to 
conciliate such co-operation, and the President vill, through the 
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Navy Department, give the reciprocal instruction to the commander, 
of our blockading squadron off that coast. It may be important to 
that joint service that you should early open a communication with 
the latter, and he will be duly prepared, as — to respond to 
yeur inquiries or requests for assistance. 

Your attention’ need scarcely to be called to the necessity of 
adopting early and frequent measures to obtain, if practicable, cor- 
rect information of the enemy’s positions, numbers, movements, 
and designs, near any theatre of military operations, and within the 
range of reinforcements and supplies. For M expenditures, 
under this head, your accounts will be allowed. 

Frequent communications, embracing everything. of interest to 
the service, will be expected from your head-quarters for the infor- 
mation of the government. 
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